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“Hail, Queen Sally and

Princess Panda!” said Nick.

“See the horse I’ve made

from two towels and a stick.”
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“King Nick,” Sally said,

“I have dragons to fight.

Can you babysit for

Princess Panda tonight?”
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“Babysit!” said the Cat.

“Oh, that’s such fun to do.

I’m a great babysitter

and you can be, too.
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“We’ll go to see someone

you won’t soon forget.

He’s the best babysitter

that I’ve ever met.”
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“He is Cecil the Sea Horse,

and soon we will be

on a royal adventure

deep under the sea.
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“Press the Shrinkamadoodle

and we’ll get so small,

we’ll swim with sea horses

in no time at all.”
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“I’m King Cecil,” the king said,

“and this is my queen.”

Said Nick, “You’re the first

sea horse king that I’ve seen.”
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“Sea horses,” the Cat said,

“you’ll find out today,

give birth to their babies

in their own special way.”
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“When it’s time to have babies,

a sea horse dad knows

he will carry the babies

wherever he goes.



“The mom puts her eggs

in a pouch on the dad.”

“I carry them,” said the king,

“and it isn’t too bad.”
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“Next, I must find

a home in the sea—

a safe place to bring up

my big family.
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“We need to hurry

and leave right away.

My babies are due

to be born any day!”

[image: ]

The king did not like

the first place that he found.

The water was rough

and it pushed them around.
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“Not here,” the king said,

“I am sorry to say.

If my babies stayed here,

they would be swept away.”
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The next place they tried

was a thick sea grass bed.

“This spot is just right

for us all,” the king said.
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“Something’s moving,” said Nick.

“I wonder, what’s that?”

“The babies are hatching

right now!” said the Cat.
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In seconds, the babies

started to pop

out of the king’s pouch—

and they did not stop!
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“Baby sea horses are

really cute!” Sally said.

“And each has little bumps

like a crown on its head!”
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Back home, Sally said,

“I love Princess Panda, I do,

but I miss the new babies.”

Nick said, “Me too!”
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“Surprise!” said the Cat.

“I bet you can’t guess.

It’s a card from King Cecil,

sent Sea Horse Express!”
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“His babies are doing great.

Oh my! Joy of joys!

All two hundred and forty-eight girls

and two hundred and fifty-two boys!”
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