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That night, Amelia Bedelia
told her dad

about the new neighbors.
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Amelia Bedelia and Jen

had been friends

since they were babies.
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Finally, Amelia Bedelia looked

at Jen’s old house.
Then she looked at her drawings.
“Our new neighbors sound strange,”

she said.
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Amelia Bedelia was lucky.

Her best friend lived next door.
“Hello, Jen!” said Amelia Bedelia.

“Hi, Amelia Bedelia!” said Jen.
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He loved her pictures.
“Amazing!” her dad said.

“I hope they have a pool table.”
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Amelia Bedelia even showed Jen

how to bowl.
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They dressed up together.

They played music together.
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A lady opened the door.
“Hello there,” she said.

“My name 1s Mrs. Adams.

You must be my new neighbors.”
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The next morning,

Amelia Bedelia and her mother

baked blueberry muffins.

-

They took th

T

SREREC = 2 ot N

e muffins

next door.

20





Amelia Bedelia I Can Read Level 1 - Makes a Friend/index-34_1.jpg
Complex plots for confident readers

The perfect bridge to chapter books

For more information about the
I Can Read Book® series, see inside!

WWW. harpercollmschlldrens com

M 29
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High-interest stories for developing readers
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“This 1s the best day ever,

said Amelia Bedelia.
“I have a best old friend
and a best new friend.

We are three best friends together!”
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For Roger & Sumaya—best buds
—H. P

To all my old and new best friends
—L. A.
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“Are the twins in their bed?”
asked Amelia Bedelia.

“My goodness,” said Mrs. Adams.
“You have sharp eyes.”

Amelia Bedelia hoped that was good.

26





Amelia Bedelia I Can Read Level 1 - Makes a Friend/index-29_1.jpg
The twins visited that afternoon.
“Our grandma is a lot of fun,”

they told Amelia Bedelia.
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They were right ' |
It was great to have a friend

right next door again.
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“My twin grandchildren
will visit today,” said Mrs. Adams.

“Their names are Mary and Marty.”
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Amelia Bedelia and Mrs. Adams
baked together.

They played music together.
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Dear Parent:
Your child’s love of reading starts here!

Every child learns to read in a different way and at his or her own
speed. Some go back and forth between reading levels and read
favorite books again and again. Others read through each level in
order. You can help your young reader improve and become more
confident by encouraging his or her own interests and abilities. From
books your child reads with you to the first books he or she reads
alone, there are | Can Read Books for every stage of reading:

SHARED READING
Basic language, word repetition, and whimsical illustrations,
ideal for sharing with your emergent reader

BEGINNING READING
Short sentences, familiar words, and simple concepts
for children eager to read on their own

READING WITH HELP
Engaging stories, longer sentences, and language play

for developing readers

READING ALONE
Complex plots, challenging vocabulary, and high-interest topics
for the independent reader

ADVANCED READING
Short paragraphs, chapters, and exciting themes
for the perfect bridge to chapter books

I Can Read Books have introduced children to the joy of reading
since 1957. Featuring award-winning authors and illustrators and a
fabulous cast of beloved characters, | Can Read Books set the
standard for beginning readers.

A lifetime of discovery begins with the magical words ‘I Can Read!”

Visit www.icanread.com for information
on enriching your child’s reading experience.
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One day Jen came back to visit.

Mrs. Adams took both girls

to a real bowling alley.
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“They have so much fun together,”
said Amelia Bedelia’s father.
“They sure do,”

said Amelia Bedelia’s mother.

“Even though they are

as different as night and day.”

’ = - o
e, .
AR
g
Kk . WA g
kY i et A NI R o g Lo
ARG ey b g
U $ 5
&f . ¥
g’ T s
: v W
3





Amelia Bedelia I Can Read Level 1 - Makes a Friend/index-24_1.jpg
M e e e ﬂw
e SR arersed §

Sem———
L B N

d Mrs. Adams,

“I think both of us are right.
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“You know,”
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Do come in
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“No,” said Amelia Bedelia.

live here.

“We already

You are my new neighbor.”
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Jen’s house looked different.

Every room was full of boxes.

“Welcome to my mess,”
said Mrs. Adams.
“I will live out of boxes for a while.”

That sounded fun to Amelia Bedelia.
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“Mmmm,” Mrs. Adams said.

“What smells so good?”
“My mom does,” said Amelia Bedelia.

“I don’t wear perfume yet.”
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“They play so well together,”
said Amelia Bedelia’s mother.
“They sure do,” said Jen’s mother.

“Even though they are

as different as night and day.” : '
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Amelia Bedelia missed Jen.

She missed Jen every day.

She wished Jen would come back.
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Then one day,

Jen and her parents

moved away.

Amelia Bedelia and her parents

were very sad. —
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“I don’t think so,”

said Amelia Bedelia’s mother.

“We must have new neighbors.”
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One morning, a moving van pulled up.
“Did Jen come back?”

asked Amelia Bedelia.

.
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“Look!” said Amelia Bedelia’s mother.

“I see a coffee table.”
Amelia Bedelia still did not look.

She just kept drawing.
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Amelia Bedelia did not look.
She wanted Jen back.
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Amelia Bedelia’s
mother said, /
“I see some |

big armchairs.”





