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There is joy in heaven over one sinner who turns away from sin.

– Luke 15:12 NIrV
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Dear Parent:
Your child’s love of reading starts here!

Every child learns to read in a different way and at his or her own speed. You can help your young reader improve and become more confident by encouraging his or her own interests and abilities. You can also guide your child’s spiritual development by reading stories with biblical values and Bible stories, like I Can Read! books published by Zonderkidz. From books your child reads with you to the first books he or she reads alone, there are I Can Read! books for every stage of reading:


	[image: ]	SHARED READING

Basic language, word repetition, and whimsical illustrations, ideal for sharing with your emergent reader.

	[image: ]	BEGINNING READING

Short sentences, familiar words, and simple concepts for children eager to read on their own.

	[image: ]	READING WITH HELP

Engaging stories, longer sentences, and language play for developing readers.

	[image: ]	READING ALONE

Complex plots, challenging vocabulary, and high-interest topics for the independent reader.

	[image: ]	ADVANCED READING

Short paragraphs, chapters, and exciting themes for the perfect bridge to chapter books.



I Can Read! books have introduced children to the joy of reading since 1957. Featuring award-winning authors and illustrators and a fabulous cast of beloved characters, I Can Read! books set the standard for beginning readers.

A lifetime of discovery begins with the magical words “I Can Read!”

Visit www.icanread.com for information on enriching your child’s reading experience.

Visit www.zonderkidz.com for more Zonderkidz I Can Read! titles.


Begin Reading
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Once there was a father
 who had two sons.
 They lived in a big house.
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They always had good food to eat
 and nice clothes to wear.
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The father loved his sons very much,
 and he took good care of them.
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He wanted to share all that he had
 with his two sons.
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But one day the younger son
 didn’t want to live at home anymore.
 “I’m going away,” he said.
 “Please give me my money.”
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So the dad gave his son some money.
The son went far from home.
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He had fun spending his money.
 He was happy for a while.
 But soon his money was all gone.
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The son became hungry and sad.
 He got a job feeding some pigs.
 But he still did not have
 enough money to buy food.
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He was so hungry that he had
 to eat the pigs’ food!
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“I know what to do!” he said.

“I will go back home

and tell my father I am sorry.
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I will ask my father

if I can work for him.

Then I will have food to eat.”
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So the son hurried home.
 But while he was still far away,
 his father saw him coming.
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His father was so excited
 that he ran to meet his son.
 He threw his arms around him
 and gave him a kiss.
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The son said to his father,
 “I have been a bad son.
 I should not be called your son.”
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But the father said,

“We will have a feast and be happy

because you came back home.”
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The father put a robe on his son.
He put a ring on his finger
 and sandals on his feet.
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Then he told his helpers
 to make a big feast.
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The older son was out
working in the fields.
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When he came home,
 he heard music and dancing.
 “What’s going on?” he asked.
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“Your brother is home,”
 said one of the helpers.
“Your father is very happy.
He is having a big feast.”
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The older brother was not happy.
He did not want to have a feast
 for his brother.
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“What’s wrong?” asked his father.
“Why are you so upset?”
 “I work hard for you every day,”
 said the older son.
 “I always obey you.
 But you never have a feast for me.”
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“You are my son,” said the father.
“You are always with me.
All that I have is always yours.
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But your brother was gone
 and now he is home.
 That is why I am happy.”








Jesus told this story to help people

learn more about God.

Jesus said, “God loves us

and takes care of us,

just like the father in the story.

God wants to share all of his

good things with us.”
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Just like the father in
 Jesus’ story,
 God will always
 welcome us home.
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About the Publisher

Founded in 1931, Grand Rapids, Michigan-based Zondervan, a division of HarperCollinsPublishers, is the leading international Christian communications company, producing best-selling Bibles, books, new media products, a growing line of gift products and award-winning children’s products. The world’s largest Bible publisher, Zondervan (www.zondervan.com) holds exclusive publishing rights to the New International Version of the Bible and has distributed more than 150 million copies worldwide. It is also one of the top Christian publishers in the world, selling its award-winning books through Christian retailers, general market bookstores, mass merchandisers, specialty retailers, and the Internet. Zondervan has received a total of 68 Gold Medallion awards for its books, more than any other publisher.
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Share Your Thoughts


With the Author: Your comments will be forwarded to the author when you send them to zauthor@zondervan.com.

With Zondervan: Submit your review of this book by writing to zreview@zondervan.com.



Free Online Resources at
www.zondervan.com/hello
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	Zondervan AuthorTracker: Be notified whenever your favorite authors publish new books, go on tour, or post an update about what’s happening in their lives.
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	Daily Bible Verses and Devotions: Enrich your life with daily Bible verses or devotions that help you start every morning focused on God.
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	Free Email Publications: Sign up for newsletters on fiction, Christian living, church ministry, parenting, and more.
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	Zondervan Bible Search: Find and compare Bible passages in a variety of translations at www.zondervanbiblesearch.com.
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	Other Benefits: Register yourself to receive online benefits like coupons and special offers, or to participate in research.
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