
        
            
                
            
        

    
		
			
				 

			

			
				 

			

			
				
					Climb in, Dick and Sally.

					It is time now to go

					to wherever on earth

					the wild babies grow.

				

			

			
				
					
						
							 

						

						
							
								The Cat in the Hat’s Learning Library® introduces beginning readers to basic non-fiction. If your child can read these lines, then he or she can begin to understand the fascinating world in which we live.
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					I have fixed up a jeep

					that could not be sweeter.

					It’s my Super-de-Duper

					Wild Animal Greeter!

				

			

			
				
					It’s a great day for pup

					and for joey and calf.

					A great day to learn.

					A great day to laugh.

				

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					The motor is racing!

					And it is no wonder.

					We have a long trip to . . . 
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					Ma Kangaroo’s pouch 

					is safe as a purse.

					It’s where her joey
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					Joey will stay there

					until it is grown

					to the size when it can

					go out on its own.

				

			

			
				
					
						
							 

						

						
							
								A new joey is tiny.

								To show what I mean,

								Thing One will hold up

								this red kidney bean.
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					When a predator comes,

					Dad knows just what to do.

					He runs in zigzags, flaps 

					his wings, and says BOOO-OOO!
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					And here is a mom who

					might give you a shock
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					The baby crocs hatch

					while under the ground.

					Their mom digs them up

					when they let out this sound.
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					Then she opens up wide ,

					lets them all crawl inside,

					and at the bank of the river 

					they take their first ride.
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					. . . to the forests of Asia!
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					her cub sweet loving care.

					She has to. It’s blind—

					and has almost no hair!
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					Thing One has a chart

					on which he will show

					just how fast this cute

					panda baby will grow.

				

			

			
				
					At one month, the baby 

					can’t do much at all.

					At four months, it is

					just beginning to crawl.

				

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					At seven months, it
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					might look just like play,
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					that she needs to hunt prey.
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					GLOSSARY

					Allomother: A female animal who helps a mother care for her young.

					Bleat: An animal noise that sounds like a sad cry.

					Brood: A group of young born or hatched at the same time.

					Crude: Raw or blunt and lacking in smoothness.

				

			

			
				
					Den: The lair or shelter of a wild animal.

					Down under: A term often used to describe Australia because it is “down under” the equator.

					Equator: A circle around the Earth that is an equal distance between the North and South Poles.

					Groom: To clean by removing dirt or parasites from the fur, skin, feathers, etc.

					Joey: A young animal, usually a kangaroo.

				

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					Kindergarten: A group of young giraffes, usually cared for brie fly by a single female giraffe.

					Predator: An animal that hunts and catches other animals for food.

					Prey: An animal hunted or caught for food.

					Thrive: To grow quickly and well; flourish.

					Troop: A group of animals, usually primates.

					Wallow: A dusty or muddy place where wild animals go to roll around in order to cool down or make themselves comfortable.
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								There is a big gap between “concept” books written for preschoolers and nonfiction that requires fluent reading skills. The Cat in the Hat’s Learning Library® books introduce beginning readers to important basic concepts about the world we live in. They provide the critical foundations upon which complex facts and ideas can eventually be built. In addition, The Cat in the Hat’s Learning Library® shows young readers that books can be entertaining and educational at the same time. This is a wonderful series!

									—	Barbara Kiefer, Ph.D., 

									Charlotte S. Huck Professor 	of Children’s Literature,

									The Ohio State University
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									The Ohio State University
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