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					GLOSSARY

					Abdomen: The largest of the three sections of an adult insect’s body.

					Burnoose: A loose-fitting robe worn by people in the desert.

					Burrow: A hole dug in the ground by an animal.

					Cell: A small unit of living matter.

					Differ: To be unlike, or different.

					Geologist: A scientist who studies the structure and physical changes of the earth.

				

			

			
				
					Glare: A strong, unpleasant light.

					Habitat: The place where a plant or animal lives.

					Mirage: A false image of an object that is seen at a distance but isn’t really there.

					Nocturnal: Appearing at night.

					Oasis: A place in a desert where shrubs, trees, and other plants can grow because there is a supply of water.

					Shimmering: Shining with a faint, flickering light.

				

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					FOR FURTHER READING

					Cactus Hotel by Brenda Z. Guiberson, illustrated by Megan Lloyd (Henry Holt and Co.). Follow the life of a two-hundred-year-old saguaro cactus and its interdependent relationship with the different animals that visit it. For kindergarten and up.

					D Is for Desert: A World Deserts Alphabet by Barbara Gowan, illustrated by Gijsbert van Frankenhuyzen (Sleeping Bear Press). An NSTA-CBC Outstanding Science Trade Book for Children featuring a poetic and scientific guide to the desert ecosystem. For grades 3 and up.

				

			

			
				
					A Desert Food Chain: A Who-Eats-What Adventure in North America by Rebecca Hogue Wojahn, illustrated by Donald Wojahn (Lerner Publications Co.). An NSTA-recommended children’s book about the relationship between organisms in a desert environment. For grades 3 and up.

					The Desert Is Theirs by Byrd Baylor, illustrated by Peter Parnall (Aladdin). A Caldecott Honor Book about the desert and its residents, both human and animal. For kindergarten and up.

					Watching Desert Wildlife by Jim Arnosky (National Geographic Children’s Books). A look at some of the animals found in the Chihuahuan and Sonoran Deserts of the American Southwest and Mexico. For grades 3 and up.
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					The Cat in the Hat’s Learning Library®

					Can You See a Chimpanzee?

					Clam-I-Am!

					Cows Can Moo! Can You?

					Fine Feathered Friends

					A Great Day for Pup

					Hark! A Shark!

					High? Low? Where Did It Go?

					Hurray for Today!

					I Can Name 50 Trees Today!

					Ice Is Nice!

					If I Ran the Dog Show

					If I Ran the Horse Show

					If I Ran the Rain Forest

					Inside Your Outside!

					Is a Camel a Mammal?

					Miles and Miles of Reptiles

					My, Oh My—a Butterfly!

				

			

			
				
					Oh Say Can You Say DI-NO-SAUR?

					Oh Say Can You Say What’s the Weather Today?

					Oh Say Can You Seed?

					Oh, the Pets You Can Get!

					Oh, the Things They Invented!

					Oh, the Things You Can Do That Are Good for You!

					On Beyond Bugs!

					Once upon a Mastodon

					One Cent, Two Cents, Old Cent, New Cent

					One Vote, Two Votes, I Vote, You Vote

					Out of Sight Till Tonight!

					Safari, So Good!

					There’s a Map on My Lap!

					There’s No Place Like Space!

					A Whale of a Tale!

					What Cat Is That?

					Who Hatches the Egg?

					Why Oh Why Are Deserts Dry?

					Wish for a Fish

					Would You Rather Be a Pollywog?
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								There is a big gap between “concept” books written for preschoolers and nonfiction that requires fluent reading skills. The Cat in the Hat’s Learning Library® books introduce beginning readers to important basic concepts about the world we live in. They provide the critical foundations upon which complex facts and ideas can eventually be built. In addition, The Cat in the Hat’s Learning Library® shows young readers that books can be entertaining and educational at the same time. This is a wonderful series!

									—	Barbara Kiefer, Ph.D., 

									Charlotte S. Huck Professor 	of Children’s Literature,

									The Ohio State University
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