
  
    
      
    
  














“The righteous care for the needs of their animals.”
—Proverbs 12:10
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By Mike Berenstain
Based on the characters created by
Stan & Jan Berenstain
















It all started one spring day when Papa brought in the mail.

“Here’s something from the Chapel in the Woods,” he said, handing an
envelope to Mama. He was glancing through a new fly-fishing catalog.












“How nice!” said Mama. “Preacher Brown is having a
Blessing of the Animals this Sunday.”

“What’s that?” asked Sister.
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It all started one spring day when Papa brought in the mail.
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“Well,” said Papa, “you know how Preacher Brown blesses us at the end of
each Sunday service?“ He quoted the minister—

“‘The Lord bless you and keep you;

the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you;

the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.’”





The cubs nodded.











“In a Blessing of the Animals,” explained Mama, “the minister includes all
our pets.”

“You mean,” asked Brother, amazed, “we can bring our pets with us to
church?”

“That’s right,” said Mama. “All creatures, great and small.”

“Wow!” said the cubs, thrilled.
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The cubs loved their pets and enjoyed their antics. They laughed until they
cried when their dog, Little Lady, howled along to country western songs.
They all joined in when their cat, Gracie, got frisky and played with her cat
toys. They relaxed by watching their goldfish, Swish, swim lazy circles in her
bowl. And it was exciting when their parakeet, Cutesy, flew loop-the-loops
around the room.











The cubs were delighted that their pets would be going to church
with them.
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On Sunday morning, the cubs had their pets all spruced up and ready
to be blessed. The Bear family joined what looked like a parade of other
families bringing their pets to the Chapel in the Woods. They seemed to
be coming in from all over Bear Country.
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The Blessing of the Animals was held on the lawn of the Chapel. A
pulpit was set up with folding chairs for the congregation. There were
pets everywhere! It was amazing to see so many different kinds. Of
course, there were lots of dogs and cats of every size and shape. But
there were others, as well.
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There were lots of fish like Swish and lots of birds like Cutesy. But there
were lizards, snakes, and turtles too. And, even more exciting, there were
farm animals. Milton Chubb, whose family ran a farm, brought in a goat
and a calf. Other families brought chickens, ducks, geese, and rabbits.
There was even a pony!
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A few cubs had very unusual pets. Barry Bruin had a whole family of
white mice. “This one’s the grandpa,” he said.





Susie MacGrizzie had a hermit crab. “I call him Hermie,”
she explained.











Cousin Fred had a spider in a jar. “I’ve named her Arachne,” he said,
“after a character in Greek mythology.”

“Say, what?” asked Barry.

Cousin Fred, who likes to memorize things, started to explain but it was
time for the service to begin.
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“Welcome, all, to our Blessing of the Animals!” said Preacher
Brown. “God blesses us every day in so many ways. And one of his
blessings is the joy that pets bring to our lives.”











Preacher Brown had his own dog, a Great Dane named Goliath, on a
leash and stroked his head as he spoke.

“And as God has so blessed us with our pets, we will ask his blessings
upon them in return.”
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Everyone lined up for the blessing. One after the other,
Preacher Brown held his hand over each pet and said:

“Lord, we ask that you bless and protect this pet who gives
such great joy and is cared for and loved in return. We ask this
in Jesus’ name.”











Everything was going along just fine until Goliath growled at Lizzy Bruin’s
Persian cat, Princess. Princess scratched Goliath on the nose. Goliath got
loose and chased Princess up a tree. Then all the other pets joined in.
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Soon, dogs and cats were chasing each other everywhere. Milton
Chubb’s goat butted Papa in the rear. The pony kicked over a rabbit
hutch and bunnies were hopping all around. Chickens and ducks
clucked and quacked. The geese got annoyed and started “goosing”
everyone in sight.
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Preacher Brown held up his arms just as a golden shaft of sunlight
shone down upon him. ”Peace!” he cried.

Everyone turned to stare. The pets quieted down. Everyone
returned to their seats. Then the sun went back behind a cloud and
the light faded away.











“Wow!” whispered Sister to Brother. “Preacher Brown really
has an ‘in’ with You-Know-Who!” She pointed to the sky.
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Preacher Brown brought the Blessing of the Animals to a close.

“The Bible tells us God created all the creatures of the earth and
all the birds in the sky and the fish in the sea. Let us thank God for
his wonderful creation and for his love for all his creatures—even
the smallest and meekest. In the words of the old hymn, ‘His eye is
on the sparrow and I know he watches me.’”

“Amen!” everyone said as Brother, Sister, Honey, and their pets
all snuggled together in a big, cozy bear hug.
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The Berensicin Bears.

plessiOunPers,

Brother. Sister. and Honey Bear love their pets Little Lady. Gracie, Swish. and Cutesy.
They are part of the Bear family. So when Preacher Brown holds a special Blessing
of the Pets service on Sunday, the Bear family joins in. But what starts as a peaceful
gathering of Bear Country neighbors and their animal friends on the lawn of the
Chapel—including dogs. cats, rats, goats. and even a cow or two—ends up needing a
little heavenly intervention!

Stan and Jan Berenstain introduced the first Berenstain Bear books in 1962. Mike Berenstain
grew up watching his parents work fogether to write about and draw these lovable bears.
Eventually he started drawing and writing about them too. Though Stan died in 2005, and
Jan in 2012, Mike continues to create the delightful Bear adventures from his studio in
Pennsylvania, in an area that looks much like the sunny dirt road deep in Bear Country.

www.berenstainbears.com
oot Ligy
- g
f‘ [berenstainbears
4‘5%&'«"‘5
Living Lights’Berenstain Bear books

help children learn how God wants
Ages 4-8 them to live every day.
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