
        
            
                
            
        

    
[image: ]

[image: ]




book nine

[image: ]

 

the haunted cabin mystery the haunted cabin mystery

 

Henry, Jessie, Violet, and Benny take a trip 

down the Mississippi River in a paddle-wheel 

boat and stay in a haunted cabin! At least it 

seems haunted—there are spooky phone calls, 

À  ickering lights, and strange shadows. Are there 

really ghosts, or is someone trying to scare the 

Boxcar Children away?
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THE TELEGRAM
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,W·OOEH
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nice to come back to
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a clean boxcar after we visit 

JUDQGIDWKHU·VIULHQG&DS

Lambert, right?

Cap is a retired

riverboat captain. He 

lives in a cabin with his 

rooster, Doodle.

 

,KRSHLW·VQRW

haunted.                                   Oh, Violet,

you know ghosts 

DUHQ·WUHDO

/HW·VJR

pack!

 

The next day, Grandfather drove them to  7KDW·VDVDGWKLQJ,IRXUSDUHQWVZHUH

St. Louis where the riverboat was docked. VWLOODOLYHZH·GEHWDONLQJWRWKHPDOO

of the

I wish I                                             time.

could go with 

you.

 

'LGQ·W

you say Cap 

had a son?                     Yes, but

WKH\GRQ·WJHWDORQJ

WRRZHOO&DSKDVQ·WVHHQ                    I know

him in quite awhile.                            you would,

Jessie.
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way to spend the                              Oh no, this What better

[image: ]

Look at all                                         For you,            telegram from Cap Fourth of July than on the flags! sir. LVQ·WJRRG $PHULFD·VORQJHVW

river?                                   +H·VKXUWKLV

ankle and says you 

VKRXOGQ·WYLVLW

 

No one will be in Hannibal 

But Grandfather,                                     to meet the boat. Cap 

LIKH·VKXU                       And             lives at least three miles t, we can 

take care of him.              help with his                   from there.

work.

:H·YHZDONHG

farther than that. 

Besides, we like 

helping people.

 

Okay,

you win…and so

does Cap.
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CAP AND DOODLE     Excuse me, have you                7KDW0U-D\LVQ·WYHU\IULHQGO\

[image: ]

seen two boys, one tall                  :K\·GKHFRYHUKLVIDFH"

[image: ]

The girls left their         and one short?

[image: ]

 

cabins and went to                                                know his name? From his find the boys. luggage in their                                                        How did you

name tag.  

 

<RX·OO

find the Alden

boys on the

top deck.

 

&RPHRQ,W·V

time to eat!

 

What a great                               ,W·VWKH(DGV%ULGJH,·P3DXO(GZDUGs, 

bridge!                                       and you must be the Alden children.

 

Yes. You            I do, I also

must read a lot     write articles about about bridges.          the river.

 

Do you write                                                   Are there pirates 

mysteries?       No, why?                                  on this river?

That Mr. Jay is a 

mystery man. He seems 

WRZDWFKXVEXWZRQ·W

show his face.

 

No, but

there are legends

of pirate treasure buried 

around here. I just wrote

a story in the paper

That is                        about it.

mysterious. You 

may have to point 

him out.
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The next day, the Aldens tried            -HVVLHVXJJHVWHG         6XUHO\\RX·UHQRW calling Cap to let him know they            they get groceries      carrying this all the way had arrived.                               and directions.             WR&DS/DPEHUW·V"

[image: ]

&DS·VSKRQHLV

disconnected. We like to walk.  

How do we get to 

2ZO·V*OHQ"

 

2KWKDW·V

QRWJRRG,IKH·VLQMXUHd,                     -XVWKHDG

he needs a phone.                          that way.

 

,VWKDW&DS·V

FDELQ",WORRNVOLNH

LW·VKDXQWHG

 

Benny, what an 

LPDJLQDWLRQ\RXKDYH

 

+L<RXPXVWEH&DS       *RDZDy,                  :H·UHWKH   'LGQ·W\RXJHW Lambert! How ·G\RX       ZKRHYHU\RX                     Aldens.      P\PHVVDJH"

JHWKXUW"               are!

 

We did,

EXWZHFDPH

WRKHOS\RX

anyway.
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We talked Grandfather                          The children soon convinced 

[image: ]

into letting us come.                                 Cap to let them stay.    :HOOWKHUH·V

[image: ]

nothing to do 

[image: ]

tonight except 

eat.

 

We brought 

food.

 

take care of            No one here We can

you.          QHHGVKHOS(YHU\WKLQJ·V taken care of.

 

Cap told the                 My neighbor, Mr.    His wife, son, and daughter live story of how he             Hodges, died last    RYHUWKHKLOO%XWWKH\KDYHQ·W tripped in a hole                   spring.              visited since he died. and hurt his 

ankle.

 

Susie is about your age. 

Ned is ten years old.

 

I miss them 

visiting.
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WEIRD                                          This sure is good popcorn. After supper, Cap explained why NOISES, Even Doodle loves it. he had disconnected the phone. STRANGE I grow it in LIGHTS my garden.

[image: ]

 

I was getting 

strange calls. 

,·GDQVZHU

but only hear 

breathing.

 

:KR·G

call someone and             Tomorrow

not talk?                 ZH·OOPDNH

sure the 

garden is 

weeded.

 

We met a writer who said                  This has been there is pirate treasure              VRPHWUHDW,GLGQ·WWKLQN           We need to you kids would be such a 

around here.                                                     find more ways 

big help.                       to help Cap.

 

I·YHKHDUG

those stories, too, 

but they·UHRQO\

legends.
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mystery and we We wanted a                                   What was I agree. that? 7HOHSKRQHVGRQ·W have one. ring on their 

[image: ]

own.                                               That

[image: ]

sounded like a 

[image: ]

whistle.

 

moving around                                     Maybe we should       VR+H·VDOUHDG\ tell Cap. out there! nervous. Shhhhh, WKHUH·VDOLJKW                                    7KDW·VVFDU\        ,GRQ·WWKLQN And now

GRQ·WZDNH

Benny.

 

Look, it                                                      Tomorrow 

disappeared                                             ZH·OOJRORRN

behind the                                             IRUFOXHV

barn.
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WILL-O’-THE-WISP The next morning…                            Maybe it’s a I saw a funny What can will-o’-the-wisp--a flickering light we make for sort of ghostly There’s ham in last night. breakfast? light. the refrigerator.

[image: ]

 

Great. I’ll get

some eggs from the 

chicken house.

 

seeing strange But if you’re        After breakfast, the children explored the farm. lights, I don’t 

want you 

outside after 

dark.

 

Here’s

where the

light was last

night, right?

 

Where’s 

Benny?

 

Here 

I am!
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Look what 

[image: ]

Be careful,                                    I found!

[image: ]

the wood is old 

[image: ]

and rotten. I bet this was Cap’s 

son’s tree house.

 

Cap must                   I haven’t seen any clues about But look!  Someone’s 

still miss his                      where the light came from.       been picking from

son a lot.                                                                 the garden.

 

But he’s

never once

mentioned

him.

 

The more

we look for answers, 

Maybe                                  the more questions 

it hurts Cap to                                                 we get.

think of him.

 

After they all climbed down, 

they returned to the barn.
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SCRAMBLED EGGS

[image: ]

Only eight?  

There should 

be more.

 

Did someone 

just whistle?

 

I saw a puffy-tailed orange                              They·re all 

 

Orange? That wasn Puffy-tailed?                                         only got eight eggs. dog by the chicken house.                             there, but I ·t 

a dog. That was

Were a fox.                                                     That·s not 

near enough.

all the 

chickens 

still

there?

 

Strange

things are going on 

around here.
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I saw something running         I heard a                                         Take my Cap, Benny and I need scraping noise last from the barn. And I horse, Pilot. It’ll to go to town to call heard a whistle! night, too. be easier than Grandfather. walking.

[image: ]

 

Maybe

[image: ]

the cabin is 

[image: ]

haunted.                                I’ve got

a grocery list, 

too.

 

You tripped Look at that hole                               Look! More 

on this loose      beneath it!                                      holes!

board.                                                               We need

to know what 

did this.

 

Or what did this.

 

But the barn 

is closed up.
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Later that day...                                                             These

[image: ]

holes are all 

What                                                over.

happened?

 

I tripped 

in a hole.

 

We

have a lot of 

questions without

answers.

 

the apples into dumplings and  Humph!  At the house, Jessie turned 

applesauce while Violet read.

 

It says a 

Missouri Cat Bird 

sounds like a 

kitten.

 

<RX·UH               ,WZDV&DS·VVRQ·VERRN

right. Can I see 

that book?
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The Carpenter    In town, Henry                          I need to scare and Benny called away a fox. Grandfather.

[image: ]

You told

[image: ]

Grandfather we 

[image: ]

were fine?

 

Yes. Now we                 This light 

need to go to                   will do. the hardware 

store.

7KDW·V0U-D\

6KRXOGQ·WKHEHRQ

WKHERDW"

 

7KDW·VZKDW,

thought, too.

 

We saw a                I·YHVHHQ

strange man down       him, too. Very unfriendly. 

the road.               'RHVQ·WWDONPXFK

 

Here are some 

sunflower seeds for 

&DS·VURRVWHU*LYH

WKHPERWKP\EHVW
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Later at the cabin…

[image: ]

That’s 

clever.

 

“Listen to that 

screech owl. It 

It’ll light up                                              makes some people 

the yard and the                                     think the cabin is 

chicken house.                                          haunted.” 

 

The whistling 

sound we’ve been 

hearing is 

scarier.

 

After Henry put up the big light, all the strange things stopped.

No more 

whistling! 

 

No. The holes 

were real. 

 

Or flickering          Did we                I hope the thing 

lights!          imagine all that              that made those 

stuff?                come back. sounds doesn’t 
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STORM CLOUDS

[image: ]

+RZ·V&DS",

[image: ]

KRSHHYHU\WKLQJLV

[image: ]

JRLQJZHOO

 

Oh\HV

:HKHOS&DSZLWK

HYHU\WKLQJ

 

7KHPDLOPDQGHVFULEHGD                      <RXU*UDQGIDWKHUZLOO   2KJRRG 6RXQGVOLNH VWUDQJHPDQKHKDGVHHQ EHKHUH6DWXUGD\ :HKDYHPRUH 0U-D\ +H·VEHHQ MREVWRGR ZDONLQJDURXQG

KHUH+H·VYHU\

XQIULHQGO\

0RUH"

 

/LNHFOLPEWUHHVDQG   «DQGZHHGWKH                ,·GOLNHWRFOHDQ

SLFNDSSOHV«          JDUGHQ                       XSWKHEDUQ
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That night…                                ,WVWRUPHGWKURXJKWKH

[image: ]

QLJKWDQGLQWRWKHQH[WGD\

Come on, Henry.  :H·UHVWXFNKHUH

/HW·VFORVHGRZQ :HZRQ·WEHDEOHWR

the barn.                                                           JHWJURFHULHV

,·OOFKHFNWKH

FKLFNHQV

,·OOILQG

DZD\WRPDNH

HQRXJK

 

,·PJRLQJWR

FKHFNRQ3LORW7KDW

VWRUPPD\KDYH

VFDUHGKLP

 

+HQU\UHWXUQHGD                      9LROHWVRPHRQH·V       7KDWFRXOGKDYH IHZPLQXWHVODWHU                        EHHQRXWWKHUH        EHHQWKHZLQG

 

,GRQ·WWKLQN

VR&RPHORRN

 

7KH$OGHQVVHDUFKHG

)RRWSULQWV              NoP\VROHVDUH        LQVLGHWKHEDUQQH[W

VPRRWKDQGWKHVH

7KH\FRXOG                                       ,NQRZ, DUHZDIIOHG

EH\RXUV                                     IL[HGWKDWORRVH

ERDUG:K\LVLW

SXOOHGXS"
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:KDW·VWKDW                                    7KHVWUDQJH 7KDW·V IOLFNHULQJOLJKW,W VPHOO" NHURVHQHIRU ZDVDNHURVHQH DODPS 7KDW·V ODPS GDQJHURXV,W

[image: ]

FRXOGVWDUWD

[image: ]

ILUH

[image: ]

:KRZRXOG

EHFDUU\LQJ

WKDW"

 

$QGGLJJLQJ

KROHV"

 

%XWZKDW     /HW·VVXUSULVH     :HQHHGDSODQ

VKRXOGZH    WKHPOLNHSLUDWHV

GR"            ZRXOG

 

7KHUHJRHV

VRPHRQH%XW,       <HV2QHVWDQGV

WKLQNWKHUHZHUH     JXDUGDQGZKLVWOHVWR

WZRSHRSOH          ZDUQWKHRWKHU
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HENRY ·S PLAN

[image: ]

,ZRQ·WIDOO

That night, Henry· s                                 asleep. I·PUHDG\ plan was ready.                                       IRU-HVVLH·V

signal.

 

When the

OLJKWVJRRQ,·OO

shut the barn door 

and trap them 

inside.

Is your heart 

beating really 

fast?

Even my

skin feels 

creepy.
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Got you!

[image: ]
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[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

CAUGHT!

[image: ]

Hurry,

Jessie, pull off 

the mask.                                  You got 

him!

 

'RQ·WFU\1R

one is going to 

hurt you.

/HW·VJR

inside.

SUSIE 

HODGES!

 

1R,FDQ·W«

P\EURWKHU«

:KHUH·V\RXU

brother?                                                                 Out 

there.
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[image: ]

Did he 

[image: ]

whistle?          Susie,

[image: ]

FDOO1HG,W·V

 

Yes.        time for                      1HG,W·V explanations. okay. Come 

out.

,·PJODG

\RX·UHQRWD

JKRVW,ZDVDIUDLG

this place was

haunted.

 

Now, explain 

the holes.

«DQGWKHHJJV

…and the                DQGJDUGHQ

VFUDSLQJDQG

whistles…

 

We were 

KXQJU\
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What about                    What was the lights? the scraping We noise? wore black and The shovel carried a kerosene was so heavy I had lantern. to drag it.

[image: ]

 

And the holes?

With Father          We were

dead, we needed     digging for the 

money.       pirate treasure we 

read about in

the paper.

 

Those are just 

VWRULHV7KHUH·VQR

pirate gold.
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THE REAL                       :K\GLGQ·W\RXFRPHWR your friends for help? TREASURE

[image: ]

Does your                                         ,·PVRUU\

[image: ]

mother know                                        Cap.

[image: ]

ZKDW\RX·UH

doing?

 

Oh no,

but we had to                                   When our parents help her. GLHGZHGLGQ·WJRWR

 

EXWWKHSD\LVQ·W 6KH·VZRUNLQJ                           friends right away either. good.

 

Do you think Mrs. 

There Hodges would help 

is a real  me around here?

treasure 

here.

7KDW·VDJUHDW

Oh boy!                                              idea, Cap.

Pirate 

treasure!

 

ORYHIRUHDFKRWKHU our treasure is our No, Benny,                  You kids VKRZHGPH,FRXOG use the help. DQG,FDQSURYHLW

 

Yes, our mother would help. She 

OLNHVWDNLQJFDUHRISHRSOHPRUH

than anything in the world.
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I forgot to tell               Did he get any       No, I scared

[image: ]

everyone about               chickens?     him away and locked 

the fox.                                      them up.

Thank you, 

What                         Benny.

happened?

 

In the

excitement, it

tried to get into the 

chicken house.  

I threw

rocks at it until 

it ran away.

 

fell in one of our feel bad you your mother stop over  tomorrow.  %XWKH·V  holes, Cap.  much better,  We still be getting home. Have  You kids should

now.

We will!

 

We need to

sleep. Grandfather 

will be here

tomorrow, too!
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SURPRISE               :HFDQ·W                    me. He wants to come home. wait to show you THE FINAL  Your son has been in touch with 

[image: ]

 

Grandfather                                                 but was too scared to talk. The next day,                 around!                             He tried to call, arrived.

[image: ]

 

:KHUH·V                                  That was 

[image: ]

Cap? I have to                                   Jason on the 

talk to him.                                          phone?

 

Soon, father and son          Come meet my                              ,·PVRUU\,ZDV were together again.            son, Jason.                            XQIULHQGO\,GLGQ·WNQRZ

what would happen when 

I came here.

 

&DS·VVRQZDV                             This is Mr. Jay!                                           yours. 

Oh, yes.

Would

you like to

keep it?
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The Hodges joined them 

[image: ]

for dinner--and dessert!                               This may

have been our best 

mystery adventure 

ever. 

 

%XWWKH$OGHQVDOVRFRXOGQ·WZDLW

to get back home to their boxcar!
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About the Creator About the Creator

 

Gertrude Chandler Warner was born on April 16, 1890, in Putnam, 

Connecticut.  In 1918, Warner began teaching at Israel Putnam School.  As a teacher, she discovered that many readers who liked an exciting story 

could not ¿ nd books that were both easy and fun to read.  She decided to 

try to meet this need.  In 1942, The Boxcar Children was published for these readers.

 

Warner drew on her own experience to write The Boxcar Children.  

As a child she spent hours watching trains go by on the tracks near her 

family home.  She often dreamed about what it would be like to live in a caboose or freight car—just as the Alden children do.

 

When readers asked for more Alden adventures, Warner began 

additional stories.  While the mystery element is central to each of the 

books, she never thought of them as strictly juvenile mysteries.  She liked to stress the Aldens’ independence.  Henry, 

[image: ]

Jessie, Violet, and Benny go about most of their adventures with as little adult supervision as 

possible—something that delights young 

readers.

[image: ]

 

During her lifetime, Warner received 

hundreds of letters from fans as she continued 

the Aldens’ adventures, writing nineteen 

Boxcar Children books in all.  After her death 

[image: ]

in 1979, her publisher, Albert Whitman and 

Company, carried on Warner’s vision.  Today, 

the Boxcar Children series has more than 

100 books. 
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