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Houseboat mystery Houseboat mystery

 

Henry, Jessie, Violet, and Benny Alden are 

spending a week on a houseboat!  Throughout 

the journey, the children have the feeling they 

are being watched—and they are.  Someone 

wants something on their boat, and he’ll stop 

at nothing to get it.  Can the Boxcar Children 

¿ gure out who is out there before its too late?
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About the Creator About the Creator

 

Gertrude Chandler Warner was born on April 16, 1890, in Putnam, 

Connecticut.  In 1918, Warner began teaching at Israel Putnam School.  

As a teacher, she discovered that many readers who liked an exciting story 

could not ¿ nd books that were both easy and fun to read.  She decided to try to meet this need.  In 1942, The Boxcar Children was published for 

these readers.

 

Warner drew on her own experience to write The Boxcar Children.  

As a child she spent hours watching trains go by on the tracks near her 

family home.  She often dreamed about what it would be like to live in 

a caboose or freight car—just as the Alden children do.

 

When readers asked for more Alden adventures, Warner began 

additional stories.  While the mystery element is central to each of the 

books, she never thought of them as strictly juvenile mysteries.  

She liked to stress the Aldens’ independence.  Henry, Jessie, Violet, and Benny go about most of their 
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adventures with as little adult supervision as 
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possible—something that delights young 
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readers.
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During her lifetime, Warner received 
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hundreds of letters from fans as she continued 
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the Aldens’ adventures, writing nineteen 
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Boxcar Children books in all.  After her death 
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in 1979, her publisher, Albert Whitman and 
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Company, carried on Warner’s vision.  Today, 
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the Boxcar Children series has more than 
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100 books. 
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