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the amusement park the amusement park 

 

mystery mystery

 

When the Aldens visit their cousins, they’re 

 

in for a surprise—there’s an amusement park 

 

nearby! It has everything they could ask for, 

 

with plenty of rides and games. But the children 

 

see strange lights coming from the closed park 

 

at night. And then a mysterious phone call warns 

 

them to stay away! Just what is going on at the 

 

amusement park?
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THE GUESTHOUSE      Henry, Jessie, Violet, and Benny Alden were 

[image: ]

visiting their cousin Joe and his wife, Alice.

 

go to the amusement ,FDQ·WZDLWWR Alice is working at the  Where  PXVHXPEXWVKH·OOEHKRPH  are Joe and  for dinner. Welcome to  SDUNWKDW·VQHDU-RH  Alice?  Pine Grove.  DQG$OLFH·VKRXVH

 

2KWKH\·OOEH

KHUH7KH\·UHDOZD\V

on time.

 

Cousin Joe picked the 

Aldens up from the train 

station and drove through 

town on the way home.
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The children were              :DLWXQWLO\RXVHHWKHEHDXWLIXO staying in Joe and              PHUU\JRURXQGDWWKHDPXVHPHQW $OLFH·VJXHVWKRXVH             SDUN7KHKRUVHVDUHYHU\ROG They were excited                      DQGYDOXDEOH IRUWKHQH[WGD\

 

wait to see ,FDQ·W          ,FDQ·W wait to ride them! WKHP

 

The next morning, the kids rode                       :HOFRPHWR3LQH*URYH ELNHVWRWKHDPXVHPHQWSDUN%HQQ\             ,·P)UDQN$UQROGDQGWKLVLV WDONHGHYHU\RQHLQWRKDYLQJFRWWRQ                     P\ZLIH6KHLOD FDQG\IRUEUHDNIDVW

 

And I·P+HQU\                             $WWKHPHUU\JRURXQG«

$OGHQ

 

:HVHUYH                  I·YH

KDPEXUJHUVDQGKRW            QHYHUVHHQ

GRJVWRR&RPHEDFN         VXFKEHDXWLIXO

IRUOXQFK                   KRUVHV

 

They ·UHDOOVR

EHDXWLIXO
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THE MERRY-GO-ROUND
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The children played and ate all morning.

 

By midafternoon the children were tired.

I·PUHDG\

to go home.

 

Me too. I was ready after                     Even though the Aldens were tired, it had been a wonderful day. that scary Ferris wheel.

8
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Their cousins were 

friends with Joshua               How did Eaton and his daughter,         you all like my Karen. Mr. Eaton owned                                                 I loved the amusement the amusement park!               park?                             merry-go-round They all had dinner                                                           horses. together that night.

 

You see, dear.  Who cares about some dumb 

We must keep  wooden horses? We have to 

our valuable  PRGHUQL]H:H·OOMXVWVHH

carousel. which will get more use--the 

new House of Mirrors or the 

old merry-go-round.

 

the horses to collectors, we could install new :LWKWKHPRQH\ZH·GHDUQIURPVHOOLQJ A few days later, the Aldens were going for  a swim in the nearby lake. On the way, they  rides. You have to get with the times, Dad.  overheard someone talking on the beach!

 

As long as

,·PDURXQG

the horses 

will be too.

 

But each

horse is worth a 

fortune.

 

9

[image: ]

PETER MCKENZIE      If it were up to me, I·GJHW       +L.DUHQ      ,·GOLNHWROHDUQWR ULGRIWKHFDURXVHO:HFRXOG SOD\JROI  +HOOR&RPHDQG  VHOOWKRVHKRUVHVDQGPDNHD  VRPHGD\  PHHWP\IULHQG

[image: ]

ORWRIPRQH\%XWP\IDWKHU« P\VHOI  3HWHU0F.HQ]LH

+H·VDJROISUR

DWWKH2OG2DNV

&RXQWU\&OXE

 

ZDQWDOHVVRQ ,I\RX        /HW·VJo,                                            ,ZDQWWR 3HWHU FKHFNWKH+RXVH ORRNPHXS RI0LUURUV

 

7KHFKLOGUHQVRRQIRUJRWDERXW

.DUHQ7KH\SOD\HGDOOPRUQLQJDW

WKHODNHDQGORRNHGIRUZDUGWRWKHLU

DIWHUQRRQDWWKHDPXVHPHQWSDUN
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The kids ate more cotton candy and rode 

the tilt-a-whirl before heading back to the 

merry-go-round. Jessie was first to notice                                   Hello, Peter sketching the horses.                                              Jessie and 

Violet.

 

,·YHJRW

WRJR,,·P

late.

 

Why do

you suppose Peter 

acted as if he had

a secret?

 

,GRQ·W

know, it· s a 

mystery! 
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MYSTERY AT THE MERRY-GO-ROUND
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Next, the kids gave the

Hall of Mirrors a try. After 

almost losing Jessie inside, 

they decided to head back

to the merry-go-round for 

one last ride…

 

Everyone enjoyed the 

merry-go-round but Benny 

ZKRVHKRUVHGLGQ·WPRYH

up or down.

 

Then, they                                             So, the Aldens rode the swung on the                                          merry-go-round again… swings…

 

I like the 

merry-go-round 

better. 

 

I want

the dapple

JUH\+H·VP\

favorite.
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At dinner  What rides did  The tilt-a-whirl and the swings. But

that night… you go on today,  I like the merry-go-round the best, 

Benny? even though the dapple grey had

a big

scratch

on its

side.

 

A scratch…I 

wonder how it got 

there!

 

The next morning, the kids set out to tell                    :H·UHQRWRSHQ

 

the problems with the                                    We need to see Mr. Eaton. Could you Joshua Eaton about

merry-go-round.

tell us where he is?

I wonder

if someone was 

purposely hurting 

the merry-go-

round horses…

 

+H·VEDFNLQ

the trailer.

 

Mr. Eaton, may we 

speak with you?
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A FRIGHTENING PHONE CALL
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One horse

GRHVQ·WJRXSDQGGRZQ

 

\RXUKRUVHVGRHVQ·WJRXSDQG merry-go-round, but one of Mr. Eaton, I like the DQGVXGGHQO\WKHUH·VDELJ  scratch on another one.  ,W·VVWUDQJH

GRZQ$QGWKHGDSSOHJUH\KDV

a big scratch on its side.                                      :H·OOKHOS

you find who 

My word!                                    did this!

,·PJODG\RXWROG

PH/HW·VWDNH

a look.

 

7KDWKRUVH·VVWRPDFK $IWHUWKHLUWULSWRWKHDPXVHPHQWSDUN

GRHVQ·WKDYHDQ\SDLQW the children biked home. They were 

RQLW,W·VDOOEDUH                            eager to forget about

wood!                                     WKHSUREOHPVZLWKWKH

KRUVHVEXWFRXOGQ·W

 

This is 

terrible!
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Hello…                                      Who was it?                      It was an

 

Who is  awful voice warning us  to keep away from the  this?!  amusement park!

 

That night, Joe and Alice took                 Everyone was having fun until they drove the children out to take their minds            past the amusement park. Strange lights off of the mysterious phone call.               flashed in the darkness. The children had dinner, saw a movie,

and finally had ice cream!

 

Look.          Could it

EHDFDPHUD·V

flash?

 

WKLQN\RX·UH        We should Henry, I 

right.         tell Mr. Eaton first thing tomorrow.
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THE EXPERT    The Alden children went back           6RPHRQH·VVQHDNLQJLQWKH to their guesthouse, but the park at night to take pictures strange flashing lights were DQGWRKXUWWKHKRUVHV VWLOORQHYHU\RQH·VPLQGV

[image: ]

 

knew what was I wish I                                                     This is ,GRQ·WZDQW getting weirder and DQ\WKLQJWRKDSSHQWRP\ ZHLUGHU JRLQJRQ EHDXWLIXOKRUVHV

[image: ]

:H·OOJRWRWKHSDUN

1RQHRIXVGR WRPRUURZ-RVKXDZLOOEH

But look at all the  DEOHWRVKHGVRPHOLJKW

strange things that have  RQZKDW·VJRLQJRQ

[image: ]

happened around the 

[image: ]

PHUU\JRURXQG

[image: ]

 

7KHQH[WPRUQLQJWKH$OGHQVURGHWKHLU

ELF\FOHVWRWKHDPXVHPHQWSDUNWRWHOO                  +L$OGHQV'R 0U(DWRQDERXWZKDWWKH\·GVHHQ                  you want a free ride 

[image: ]

before we open

[image: ]

Should we tell                           the park?

[image: ]

0U(DWRQDERXW\RXU

phone call?                         Thanks,

EXWQRWWRGD\0U

He has              (DWRQ:HQHHGWR

enough to worry               WDONWR\RX

DERXW/HW·VNHHS

the call our

OLWWOHVHFUHW

[image: ]

 

2ND\FRPHRYHU

[image: ]

DQGKDYHDVHDW

[image: ]
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Last night, Hi, Karen, the children 

when we drove by the  Dad. Hello,  told me that someone 

closed park we saw  Aldens. was taking pictures 

flashing lights. Hello. here last night.

And

three of

my horses

 

someone might tampered  with!  We think have been

have been taking

pictures.

 

Three?                      This morning I carefully 

 

GRHVQ·WJRXSDQGGRZQ7KH               1RZ,·PZRQGHULQJLIWKH\ doubt that. might not be fakes! Yes, three! The light gray                                                      Fakes! I examined all the horses. 

 

dapple gray has a big scratch. $QGWKHFKRFRODWHEURZQ·V                              There are experts VWRPDFKLVQ·WSDLQWHG

who would know if these 

were real. I have to find 

someone to examine

my horses!

 

Is that so? It 

GRHVQ·WVRXQGWRR

serious to me.

 

The horses are                             <RX·UHQRWJRLQJWR being hurt. ,W·VVHULRXV

call the police are you? 

7KDWZRXOGQ·WEHJRRG

for the park.
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The next day, the children received another       The children raced back to the park. They warning from the mysterious caller. discovered a woman examining the horses on 

[image: ]

the carousel.

 

Who is      Henry, these this? calls scare me.       /HW·VJR back to the 

park and 

VHHZKDW·V

happening.

 

Hi, Aldens. This is Ms.

,·PUHDG\ Margaret Macy, an expert. Frank

told me about her and we were lucky

to get her before she left town.

 

<RXGRQ·WKDYHWRZRUU         ,FDQ·WWKDQN\RX y,          ,·PJODG0V0DF\

Mr. Eaton. These horses are     HQRXJK<RX·YHPDGHPH   happened to be near here and 

definitely the originals.              very happy.              could come right away.

 

The children were        “AldensJRKRPH<RX·UHVQRRS\DQGGRQ·W        <HV%HQQ\:HZRQ·W happy until they went    EHORQJKHUH'RQ·WUHWXUQWRWKHDPXVHPHQW    let a few phone calls and 

 

addressed to them!   going to the park.  I say we  Jessie read it aloud…  home to find a letter            park. Signed, The Watcher.”               a letter keep us from 

become the  :H·OONHHSWKLVWR

watchers. ourselves for now 

though. 
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THE TERRIBLE            /RRNWKHUH·V6KHLODDQG)UDQN FERRIS WHEEL           the people who run the snack bar RIDE                       at the amusement park.

 

Before heading 

back to the park, 

the children 

VWRSSHGDW/RX·V

drugstore for some 

chocolate sodas.

 

Where?

 

7KH\·UHZLWK0DUJDUHW0DF\:DVQ·W         Henry soon realized that 

)UDQNWKHRQHZKRWROG0U(DWRQWKDW        )UDQNZDVSD\LQJ0V0DF\IRU

she was in town and an expert?               pretending to be an expert, 

H[DPLQLQJ0U(DWRQ·VKRUVHs, and saying they were real.

 

Oh6KHLOD·V

KDQGLQJ0V0DF\

an envelope.

 

$V6KHLOD)UDQNDQG0V0DF\OHIWWKHGUXJVWRUH 6KHLODVSRWWHGWKH$OGHQV7KHFKLOGUHQNQHZWKH\ KDGWRKXUU\DQGJHWWRWKHSDUNWRZDUQ0U(DWRQ
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Moments later… Soon they were seated on  <RX·UHULJKW  WKH)HUULVZKHHOJRLQJX  p   9LROHW:K\GRQ·W  up in the air.  /HW·VQRW  we ride the Ferris  find Mr. Eaton right  wheel?  ,·PDIUDLGWR  DZD\:HGRQ·WZDQW  ORRNGRZQZKHQZH·UH  Frank and Sheila  at the top.  But  ZHFDQ·W  watching us.  EHJRRGGHWHFWLYHVLI

[image: ]

ZHFDQ·WVHHZKDW·V

going on.

 

,W·VWRR

tall.

I like to see 

 

DEOHWRVHHWKHZKROH 7KDWZD\ZH·OOEH Exactly! HYHU\WKLQJ+Hy  I can see Sheila  EHORZ

park and keep an eye

on Frank and Sheila.

 

Sheila had tricked the                    :H·UHWKHRQO\ ride operator into taking                ones on the Ferris DEUHDNDQGOHWWLQJKHU                   wheel! operate the controls! She 

shut off the ride with the 

Aldens trapped at the top!

 

I know!

 

,GRQ·W

like this 

ride! 
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Will we

ever get        Sure we 

down?         will.

 

LET US 

DOWN!

 

,WZDV)UDQNZKR

finally let them down.

,GRQ·WOLNH

 

6KHLOD7KDW·V                                   wheel! the Ferris 

enough!                                                              It will

be a long time 

before I ride it 

again, too.
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FRANK TELLS ALL

[image: ]

7KHULGHZDVRYHU«

Sheila, what

:H·UH                     Thank                  ZHUH\RXGRLQJ":KDW·V

ILQH                      KHDYHQV\RX·UH                       JRLQJRQ"

Just a little                 safe!

ZREEO\

 

6KHLODDQG)UDQNKDG

VRPHH[SODLQLQJWRGR«

 

:HVWROHWKUHHRIWKHKRUVHV,            7KDQNVWRWKH$OGHQVZHNQHZ

ZHQWDORQJZLWKWKHSODQIRUWKHPRQHy,        DERXWWKHWKUHHGDPDJHGKRUVHV«EXW EXWZKHQ,VDZWKHFKLOGUHQDWWKHWRS         ZHGLGQ·WNQRZ<28ZHUHJXLOW\

RIWKH)HUULVZKHHO,FKDQJHGP\PLQG           :KHUHDUHP\KRUVHV"

:KHQLWFRPHVWRKXUWLQJOLWWOH

NLGV,GUDZWKHOLQH
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The chocolate?

The dapple gray?

 

The pale gray?
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Frank explained that they had clever artists  When the carvers finished,  copy the real horses from pictures.  they painted the fake horses  just like the originals.

[image: ]

 

Everything was done at night.

When the fake horses were ready, we 

substituted them for the originals. We 

Except were going to be rich. But you kids 

they forgot to                                          noticed every mistake.

SDLQWRQHKRUVH·V

stomach!
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THE HALL OF     ,ILWKDGQ·WEHHQIRUWKHVH           $IWHUWKHIDNHKRUVHVZHUHLQ MIRRORS      NLGVZHZRXOGKDYHEHHQULFK      SODFHDWUXFNKDXOHGWKHRULJLQDOKRUVHV

<RXZHUHDOZD\VDURXQGWKH WRWKHEDUQ2XUELJJHVWPLVWDNHZDV

PHUU\JRURXQGQRPDWWHU ZKHQZHSDLG0DUJDUHW0DF\LQEURDG

ZKDW,GLG                GD\OLJKt<RXNLGVHYHQVDZWKDW

 

7DNH

LWHDV\

6KHLOD

 

6WRS

 

6KH·V

JHWWLQJ

DZD\

 

%HQQ\WRRNRII

DIWHU6KHLOD
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Benny? 

[image: ]

Where are 

you?                ,W·VPH

 

<28

--HVVLH"

 

9LROHW"

 

+(111555<

 

+(15<
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Sheila was                                                :KHUH·V :H·OOVWLFN here! Sheila? WRJHWKHU0U 6KHZHQWEHKLQG (DWRQ·VKHUH DPLUURUDQGMXVW WRR GLVDSSHDUHG

 

:H·OOILQG

KHU

 

I see 

6KHLOD

6WD\FORVH

WRPH,NQRZHYHU\

'LG\RXVHH                                            SDVVDJHZD\

Sheila?              ,GLG

EXWVKHJRW

DZD\
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Gotcha!

[image: ]

 

ALL RIGHT! <RXNLGVZHUHDOZD\V

LQWHUIHULQJ,KDGWRVWRS

\RX %XWQRWKLQJNHSW\RX

DZD\IURPWKHDPXVHPHQW

SDUN QRWHYHQP\OHWWHU

 

+H\<RX·UH

the one who made 

the phone calls!

 

$IWHU-RVKXDH[SODLQHGWRWKHSROLFHZKDWWKH

$UQROGVKDGGRQHWKH\OHG6KHLODDQG)UDQNDZD\

 

:KHZ

I·PJODGWKDW·V

oveU
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THE HORSES                           <HV%HQQ\7KHFDURXVHO         <RXGRQ·W

[image: ]

 

COME BACK                           ZLOOEHWKHPDLQDWWUDFWLRQ   NQRZKRZPXFK WRJHWULGRIWKHPHUU\JR Dad, I $UROOHUFRDVWHUZRXOG WKLVPHDQVWR  ·PVRUU\,ZDQWHG  PHGHDU  WDNHXSWRRPXFKVSDFH

URXQG1HGWROGPHDERXWWKH     ,·OOQHYHUFRPSODLQDERXW

WKLHYHV,GLGQ·WUHDOL]HKRZ       WKHKRUVHVDJDLQ

LPSRUWDQWLWZDVWR\RX

 

<RX·OONHHSWKH

PHUU\JRURXQG"

 

/HW·VJR

DQGJHWWKH

KRUVHV

 

:H·OOQHHG                                    3HWHUSLFNHGHYHU\RQHXSLQKLV

DWUXFN                                    ZRUNWUXFNDQGVRRQWKH\ZHUH

,·OOFDOO3HWHUWR                     DOORXWDWWKHROGEDUQ

JHWRQH(YHU\RQHFDQ

JR,ILWKDGQ·WEHHQIRUWKH

$OGHQVZHZRXOGQ·WKDYH

GLVFRYHUHGWKHWKUHH

IDNHKRUVHV

 

<HVLQGHHd,

WKHFKLOGUHQDUH

LQYLWHG
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Where could                                        Here!

[image: ]

they be?

 

Soon, the horses were back where  I have something  Was  for you.  this what  they belonged. Everyone was happy.  you were  ,W·V  drawing at  beautiful.  the carousel 

that day?

 

I wanted

to surprise 

Benny with

a sketch!

 

30

[image: ]

Happily the Aldens returned to Joe and 

$OLFH·VKRXVHDQGSUHSDUHGWRUHWXUQ

home. They were proud they had helped 

Mr. Eaton find his beautiful horses.

 

%HQQ\FRXOGQ·WZDLWWRWHOO

Grandfather the whole story.
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About the Creator About the Creator

 

Gertrude Chandler Warner was born on April 16, 1890, in Putnam, 

Connecticut.  In 1918, Warner began teaching at Israel Putnam School.  As a teacher, she discovered that many readers who liked an exciting story 

could not ¿ nd books that were both easy and fun to read.  She decided to 

try to meet this need.  In 1942, The Boxcar Children was published for these readers.

 

Warner drew on her own experience to write The Boxcar Children.  

As a child she spent hours watching trains go by on the tracks near her 

family home.  She often dreamed about what it would be like to live in a caboose or freight car—just as the Alden children do.

 

When readers asked for more Alden adventures, Warner began 

additional stories.  While the mystery element is central to each of the 

books, she never thought of them as strictly juvenile mysteries.  She liked to stress the Aldens’ independence.  Henry, 

[image: ]

Jessie, Violet, and Benny go about most of their adventures with as little adult supervision as 

possible—something that delights young 

readers.

[image: ]

 

During her lifetime, Warner received 

hundreds of letters from fans as she continued 

the Aldens’ adventures, writing nineteen 

Boxcar Children books in all.  After her death 

[image: ]

in 1979, her publisher, Albert Whitman and 

Company, carried on Warner’s vision.  Today, 

the Boxcar Children series has more than 

100 books. 
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