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BOOK EIGHTEEN

MYSTIERYETNETHESSAND

The Aldens are spending sunny days at
the shore and summer nights in a mobile home
right on the beach! One morning, Benny finds
a gold necklace in the sand. Soon a search for
its owner begins, and a trail of clues leads the
children to Tower House. What will the Boxcar
Children find in the strange old mansion?
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One hot July, the Aldens
were staying by the seashore.

Oh, what
a beautiful
morning!

T SR 7% 5
Soon, Jessie, Henry, _‘M b 21 f?’// %

Violet, and Benny were ’
eating on the beach.

breakfast on
the sand.

T'll go get
Henry.
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Good
morning.

I wonder
what that man
is doing?

Look at
that! Hello, my

name is Daniel

the beach every
morning.

I'm Henry Alden.
This is Benny. And these
are our sisters, Jessie
and Violet.




After everyone was
introduced, Mr. Lee

continued on his way.

I've never seen
a cane like that. I wonder
how it works.

That's our

pleasant time. Good

you all will have a

first mystery of
the morning.

——

Later that day, the
Aldens went into town
to get groceries.

‘\n}

Look at that
house. It is almost
a castle.

]

The Aldens
decided to call

H H it Tower House.
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The next morning, Mr. Lee
| found a surprise during his walk.
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MAN

Would you
like a cup of tea
or coffee?

An Englishman
can always drink a
cup of tea.




We were
wondering about
your cane.

It's
a metal
detector, but

some people call
\ it atreasure
finder.

Many people
come here in the summer
and some are not very
careful.
The detector gives
a beep when it locates a
metal object.

Now would (S
7 \ you like to try

After some
instructions
from Mr. Lee...

You've found
something!
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It's jug-r
an Old bo.r_”e

Benny began to dig
for his treasure.

treasure every
time.

T T e
treasure hunting,
ﬂ'le Aldens SBTTIed
in fOT‘ the m'gh-‘-_

It was strange to :
see people out so late,
but they did not stay
— around very long.




The next morning, Mr. Lee
arrived for his usual cup of tea.

You look
terrible. Did

you have a bad
night?

Yes, I
am a very poor
sleeper.

A

% Benny,
s = why don't you
L try the metal
- detector
again?
\ \ o
N _——". _/" Do yousee
5 == that old dock? Try
\\\:' i looking over
\\\\%\Q\ there.
N i
PN -, Q\‘ da\
!
’_‘f:"_
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Probably
another bottle
top or the cover
of a jar.

It's agold
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After some careful cleaning, the B

beautiful locket was revealed.

Look, there
are initials on the )
cover: RL.

Pictures! There
is one of a house and
one of a cat.

I think we ought
to go and return
_the locket. /

Maybe

doesn't belong to
the people who
live there

The house

__ the towers.

( is the one with

The picture only
shows one tower, but
I'm sure that is the

the locket

Maybe the man in the drugstore
knows. After all, the house is
almost across the street

from the store.




That afternoon, the Aldens
went to the drugstore to
ask about the Tower House.

Excuse me.
Do you know anything
about the house across
the street?

Wi

Nobody
knows very

much. Most

of the house is
empty, but Mary
Smith lives in one
of the back
towers.

b =8
y Mary never A
A comes out except to o~
<. & buy food and to go to the =
) , i 2 post office. She won't =X &
rH), < say a word unless
\ ' she has to.
A ;
FONNY 7 =/
4‘

Maybe
we can talk to
her today.

She won't
talk.

There's
always a first
time.
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We found
something down
on the beach, and we
think it has something
to do with this
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\ | BENNY TO THE RESCUE! i

lost anything. Please
don't bother me. _

T

Maybe we'll
never know about
the locket.

Have we
ever given up ona
mystery?

next?

All right,
what do we do

the lawn on their way back
to the beach. It was a
A very hot day and the sun
was almost too bright.

Everything looks

so dry. Even the weeds
look brown.

The Aldens walked across [~—




In fact, it was so hot

and dry that suddenly...

Look! Is
that smoke?

~og

LS

smell something |
burning!

Look!
The grass is
on fire!




The firefighters
qUICkIY 901' to work
putting out the fire.

The Aldens ran to the
drugstore to call for help.

Y “ { UATAN

pEE=, .

This was
onlY a small brush
fire.
In fifteen
minutes, though,
it would have been
a big house
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VIOLET'S ADVENTURE

Who
saved our |f
house?

there are two
people living in
the Tower
House!

Y
brother, Benny.
He saw the fire

"Who saved our
house?"
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i
The next morning,
Benny found something
by accident.

I Underneath a
rock was a letter.

U Benny showed the note

to everyone, but nobody
could figure out.

— 1

- ]
"All thanks

you" isn't even
good English.

Let's go to

town today. It's

\ too stormy to go
N swimming.




As the Aldens

were walking,
Violet saw
ll something.

It was shopping
day, and the small
town was bustling
with people.

if

=74

S

\ With Jessie's and
Henry's help, Violet
saved a kitten.

7k




il | So, the Aldens
il | brought the kitten
| to the Tower House.

AN INVITATION

That's Miss
Smith's cat. She lives
in the house with the

towers,

She'll let
you in when she
sees you coming
with her cat. <SS

This is Ali
Baba the Third. I
shouldn't have let
him out.

Don't
blame yourself




Suddenly, Miss
Smith left the
N | room through the
| black curtain.

Would you
do something
for me?

What does
she want you
to do?

She wants me -
to come back tomorrow
morning when the sun is
Jjust right.




The next day, Violet
arrived exactly at ten
o'clock, when Miss

Smith had requested. k|

You're

Hello, my
name is Ruth Lane.
It's so good of you

to come.

oz Y
i

Can you sit M
here and hold
Ali Baba?

/
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ANSWERS AT LAS Violet was barely back to the
: trailer when the questions began.

happened?

It's hard
to know where
to begin.

Begin at the § : :
beginning. /

First, there is
another person
living in the
house. Miss Ruth
Lane lives there,
and she is an
artist.

She
wanted to

paint Ali Baba
and me.

That's the same
kind of paper and
writing.

She wants
me to come back
tomorrow. She gave me
this note so I wouldn't
forget.

Ruth Lane...
R.L. Those are
the initials on
the locket.

But what
about that funny
sentence?




Look, Benny, the
word isn't "all.” It's
the name “Ali."

Then the note
says, "Ali thanks you. We
all thank you.” Ali Baba is the
cat. Now that mystery
is solved.

The Aldens returned
to the trailer where
Mr. Lee was waiting
to hear their story.

Ruth Lane
is famous for her
paintings of cats. There
are a lot of people who
buy and collect those
paintings.

Over the next few
days, Violet returned
to finish her portrait.

The name

"Girl with Cat."

of the picture is )

beautiful,
thank you very /




It was a nice day for I
a picnic. Delicious
sandwiches and s

We were
wondering, could
you and Miss Smith
come to lunch at
the beach?

| are going out
A to lunch.

Mary, we

lemonade were
served to all.

haven't been on
the beach for
years.

[ fo rgotten how

I had

lovely a picnic A
could be.

28

That isn't
quite right. We walk
on the beach at night when
it's not so crowded. We
get some exercise
and fresh air.

It was on one
of those nights
that I lost my
locket.




Your locket
with R.L. on the cover?
We know now the R.L. is
for Ruth Lane.

"It doesn't stand for Ruth Lane. It just
happened that way. It first belonged to |
my grandmother, Rachel Lester. Then
my mother had the locket, and her
name happened to be Rose Lawrence.”

Mo

Iy

Isn't that
a surprising story? It
solves our last mystery
of the locket!

Yes, three
generations and all
RL. And I am so glad
to have the locket
back.




On the last day at the beach,
Grandfather came down for the
last beach picnic. He and Mr.
Lee were actually old friends.

7. =l

Even though Miss Lane was
shy, the Aldens convinced her
to exhibit her paintings. The

money raised would be used
for a shelter for stray cats.

Ta @

At the exhibition, Miss Lane i_—
gave Violet a special gift. "




The gift was a kitten! His
name was Sugar Cookie.
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Gertrude Chandler Warner was born on April 16, 1890, in Putnam,
Connecticut. In 1918, Warner began teaching at Israel Putnam School.
As a teacher, she discovered that many readers who liked an exciting story
could not find books that were both easy and fun to read. She decided to
try to meet this need. In 1942, The Boxcar Children was published for
these readers.

Warner drew on her own experience to write The Boxcar Children.
As a child she spent hours watching trains go by on the tracks near her
family home. She often dreamed about what it would be like to live in
a caboose or freight car—just as the Alden children do.

When readers asked for more Alden adventures, Warner began
additional stories. While the mystery element is central to each of the
books, she never thought of them as strictly juvenile mysteries.

She liked to stress the Aldens’ independence. Henry,
Jessie, Violet, and Benny go about most of their
adventures with as little adult supervision as
possible—something that delights young
readers.

During her lifetime, Warner received
hundreds of letters from fans as she continued
the Aldens’ adventures, writing nineteen
Boxcar Children books in all. After her death
in 1979, her publisher, Albert Whitman and
Company, carried on Warner’s vision. Today,
the Boxcar Children series has more than
100 books.
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