HE MYSTER
OF THE

STOLEN BLUE PAINT
by STEVEN KELLOGG




Oh, no. Here comes my pesty cousin Jason.

Let’s hide until he’s gone.
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Hi, Belinda. Whatare you and Homer doing
under this bush? Playing cops and robbers?

Canl play t0o?
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No. I’'m on my way to paint pictures.




Wouldn’t you rather read to me?

-rl.m.mlqlﬂuIHHmtrmmlthtlunhmﬂnﬁ\'-.l"-ﬂ't'l”ll'dll”-"l““mlm'm UL !"|""“'"'THIHH'HT:H“Hufmnn"lll:"lll TR ST

- ”Jﬁf Al "’ﬂr’}' =
|i-|_ o h LN r;ﬂ‘v.‘fr:-’#‘?r‘zlrl,‘ i
T I Ve e VR e T
: LH/(\HH-. " h"i;ﬁfft'r'""':Br:ﬁ:.h o
o LIRS NG VP g Wou
. T B R Y [, "=
] Ll -* "._

Not now, Jason. Why don’t you find
Simon and LouAnne and play with them?




Hi, Belinda. Simon and LouAnne and T have -

come to paint pictures with you. 1
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[ have only one little jar of blue paint.
There isn’t enough for four artists.
But if you go play for a while, I'll come over

and read you your book later.
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We’d rather stay here and watch you.

Well, all right. But don’t bother me

while I’'m painting.




Belinda, it’s getting too windy!

Can’t we go read now?
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[ told you I'd read later!
It’s not too windy and I'm not thmugh painting!

- ¥ . LT

Vi : .

f‘"‘ \\HI AN
- - TN J . :

/ ! + " ; LT YL , i 4
?"hl':' : I Pl il ‘:‘-I'r LA T i _

L i '"h.rq." p ,‘_-‘_'rl"'-’ # *il_,.r -

Lk bl LN
.||‘T|-I' o1 o |Ir.,.|i"|‘i'r_- ¥ 7 ) g :I'-F s Wy dilfer. 3 .
l--.' %‘.1 . i & o W '\--_""'\-\.\\' Ty, % .Y :_' ‘Tf%- L "“IIJ\.L'\\. . o WA
-

s,

4 Ei & i S ] J
. - ol f i Wi, e 'q.--._.-."‘-
] . 1 - f

] | |_I!l.'!,

- il f .
oy -l-:\"“.. = k) il
= Sy " ‘]..II WA
bl vy e R
I Mﬁ‘ﬁ*i ﬁ":& o "-., \fn._x ,_‘..“x

] -:'..--_.'II‘I‘-‘._



“
Hh
e

5
ol 1L }
o
l:--




H,fff:é}f

k«-—-*'f-'

.......

iy - et =
A Ty |

5 i‘r~*’f"i' Yy iy
Fa | md ||_,l" 4
- s
i g o .
41..' 5 ] R L “r' IL’“
L ry

S fm
e 'pH .-*

ﬁ.-.."\—\"'li- o LR W )
el 1) m‘mﬁ
TR AT ‘-»mmu“

B | 4--..1“"‘?{':':"" v

it ,m'fu !
Wy
L
T P

i |
i l.r',ﬂ.' s

<t"“
“"-h\"a \
b ; ‘3}:'

i - T , F E
! L H;b “ 2

- "1.";“]]1‘%“ rﬁﬂ' _,F.-.. '

i B NS i R, 8 (Y g
atm”r:f-h.::‘n,"“ 7 “\QR YA L"rﬁ‘ﬁﬁ’uﬂ? f “““;*- 1-:.1\15?1

i : % . (Th 1,

RN anst g RN RN /G

AN TSR u;f/r*r""“f H"ﬁ“u%‘*‘ﬁw‘ SN -
AT Wi




Crazy wind. I might as well give up

painting. I'll put my stuff away and read
that book to the little kids.




Hey! My blue paint is gone! And]
know I still had a little bit left.
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I’m sure they wouldn’t have taken it.

It must have been one of those little kids.
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This is a case for Inspector Belinda Baldini.




Jason! LouAnne! Simon! What happened

to my blue paint?




How would we know? We’ve been playing
inside ever since the windstorm came,

and you ran away without reading to us.

b | -Lnrﬁu'p
: e"- N




If the person who took my paint
doesn’t confess right now, I'll never

read to anyone again, and there’ll be big trouble

in this neighborhood.




I didn’t do it, but maybe Simon did.

No, I didn’t! What about Jason?
I bet it was LouAnne!

No, it wasn’t!




Stop arguing and line up! Ill check each

of you for traces of blue paint.
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Nothing but old chocolate ice cream,

peanut butter, clay, bubble gum, and dirt.

I’ll bring my trusty police dog into the case.




Wake up, Homer. Which one of those
suspects took my blue paint?
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Hey! Homer has a blue tongue!




He’s the guilty one! He ate my paint!
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[ guess I'm not a very good police inspector.
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Okay, you were right and I was wrong.
But I'll make it up to you. Let’s go up
to your apartment, and I'll read you as many

books as you want.
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THE MYSTERY

OF THE
STOLEN BLUE PAINT
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There! My room is all tixed up. Come on,
Homer. We'll take my paint and make a
blue picture to hang over the desk.
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