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In the Protestant split
started by Martin Luther
in the sixteenth century,
other Christians split
away from the Catholics
and Formed their own
churches.

The Protestants said
(among other things)
that they didn't need
priests, popes, and
other church officials
to get close with God.

And though Catholics were still the
largest branch of Christianity,

the United States was first

colonized by immigrants from

various Protestant sects...

..including the famous Puritans,

who opposed the Church of England,

which itself split off From

Once Catholic immigrants
started coming to the country
in a big way - From countries
like Germany, Italy, and
Ireland, like the Kennedys -
they sometimes faced
violent opposition from
Protestant Americans.

he

Catholics in the sixteenth century.

In 1928, the Catholic
overnor of New York
tate, Al Smith, ran

For president. Anti-

Catholics campaigned
heavily against him,
complaining he would
take his guidance not
from the American
Constitution but From
the pope in Rome.

Smith lost badly

that year to

Herbert Hoover,

a Protestant.






55 - image00196.jpeg
TACK WAS IN - I HEAR
A GOOD PLACE HE AND JACKIE HAD s
O BEGIN HIS  STARTED A FAMILY, THEY

RUN IN 1960. WERE BOTH GO0OD-LOOKING,
RICH, AND GLAMOROUS, AND
THE PRESS LOVED TO
PUBLISH GLOWING
STOR/ES ABOUT

BUT JACK
AND HIS FAMILY
WERE CATHOLICS,
AND AMERICA
HAD NEVER
ELECTED =
A CATHOLIC WHY WOULD

PRESIDENT / THAT MATTER? ALL

BEFORE. PRESIDENTS TO THIS
POINT HAVE BEEN SOME

KIND OF CHRISTIAN.

..but historically speaking,
the biggest split within
the Christian Church has,
been between the Catholics
and the Protestants.

At the beginning of the
Faith, the Catholic Church
was the Christian Church,
Founded by Saint Paul and
headquartered in vatican
City in Rome, Italy.

gxer’ c:gtur‘%es, rg.l»\e cathlolic
urch developed a complex :
hierarchy of priests, The whole church is

bishops, and cardinals. }:—Vd tb%ﬁe’gé’féiiﬁim
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The more Jack traveled the country, the more he could see that
almost thirty years after 4l Smith’s run For president, many
anti-Catholic prejudices still remained everywhere he went.

g Y i
"WE'VE NEVER H’ ~
HAD A CATHOLIC “IF THEY WANTED
PRESIDENT AND I A CATHOLIC T0 BE
HOPE WE NEVER DO.  PRESIDENT, THEY
OUR PEOPLE BUILT  WOULD HAVE 54/D S0
THIS COUNTRY. A IN THE CONSTITUTION!”

7~

; Y
Sutton, West ||
> virginia ‘,]

In West Virginia - ASP!
Jack went on 7V to i LOOK A P HE

address the religion - — HAS NO HORNS! HE
question head-on. P

wm ey, Y &
| \ % {

CATHOLIC OR A PROTESTANT _ & - s / Eﬁ?g'é“;’:f
BEFORE HE CLIMBED INTO ; TOLD ABOUT
AN AMERICAN BOMBER CATHOLICS

PLANE T0 FLY HIS X 2 18 A LIE!
LAST MISSION.." 7

Kennedy won l The Kennedys ¢ I

on, ontinued Though when one of
West Virginia to be successful keeping Jack's doctors
and, ultimately, bad stories about Jack's misplaced his bag on
the nomination | health out of the press. a stop in Connecticut,
of the Demo- the campaign freaked

cratic Party. out that his enemies

“JACK'S might get ahold of it
PEDIATRICIANS ang Figgur'e out all of

HAVE JUST GIVEN g i |
FIM A ZLEAN BILL Jack's many illnesses! pi

OF HEALTH!"
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In olden days, political parties
would choose their nominees for
president by sending a bunch of
representatives From the
various state parties to a
convention where they'd vote
for their favorite choice.

That may not sound very
democratic, and that's
because it wasn’t.

But no one really wanted to
change it until the Republican
Convention of 1912, when the
better-connected sitting
president William H, Taft
defeated the more popular
Theodore Roosevelt fFor the
nomination.

By the time Jack
ran for president,
sixteen states
had primary
elections, in
which average
citizens voted

on who they
thought should be
nominated
president before
the convention met.

S0 unless you were physically
at that convention, in the
building, you didn't get a say
on who you wanted to represent
your party!

S0 Jack had

to crisscross
the country and
campaign For,
the Democratic
Party presiden-
tial nomination
Jjust like he
would in any
other election.
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Sen. JOHN QUINCY ADAMS (MA)

A Former president, Adams
supported a ban on British goods
in the lead-up to the War of 1812,

earning the hatred of the merchants
and sailors of his state.

"I NEVER QUARREL, SIR,
BUT SOMETIMES I FIGHT, SIR;
AND WHENEVER T FIGHT, SIR,

A FUNERAL FOLLOWS, SIR."

A slaveholder, Benton nonethe-
- less opposed the efforts. of his
fellow slave states to impose
their will on the whole Union, and
it ended his political career.

Sen. DANIEL WEBSTER (MA)

A %r'eat speaker, Webster supported
he Compromise of 1850, which
prevented the Union From. breaking .-
apart but also included a nast
Fugitive Slave Act that enraged the
abolitionists in his state.

Likewise, Houston, one of the
- Founders of Texas, lost his
governorship by trying to prevent
his beloved state from seceding
and joining the Confederacy.
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Jack's thrill He Found senators were all too
at his election willing to cut deals to enrich
victory soon and empower themselves instead
turned into of looking out For what was best
Frustration. For the country.

The Senate was still
known as the country's
most exclusive club.
He was told when he
First entered it:

He thought the I still, he wanted In October 195H, Kennedy
US might be to reject easy underwent spinal surgery
better off if fI cynicism and in an attempt to improve
the senators 1ook For hope his back pain. It Failed.
and pages in politics. He

traded jobs. was interested

g?.‘ ngiggzgf Re While recovering, he began

b 0 researching and writing
kgt o with the help of his staé‘-‘F,
a book about eight senators
to the Senate; who showed exceptional |
courage even though their
public careers got pretty,
beat up fFor it. He called it...

GO AWAY!
I'M BUSY!
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THESE WERE
THE SORT OF MEN JACK
WANTED TO BE SERVING WITH
- S0RT OF A LATTER-DAY
KNIGHTS OF THE ROUND
TABLE!

PROFILES WAS ONE OF
MANY EXAMPLES OF JACK USING
S0ARING RHETORIC AND STIRRING
EXAMPLES TO ROUSE PEOPLE TO
THEIR BETTER NATURES! A

The book was a huge bestseller Once again, Jack’s national
when it came out, and earned profile was raised..and once
Jack one of the world's biggest again, Papa Kennedy saw
literary prizes, the pPulitzer, a chance to further his

in August 1957, ] ambitions for his son.

As of this
writing, he
is the only
US president
to be so
honored!

IT'S TIME TO START
THINKING ABOUT THE
ULTIMATE PRIZE,
MY BOY...

WHITE
=8\ HousE!

“WELL, DAD, N/,
ou oy dlEshion oo we
R LEFT: sTART?" )
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Sen, EDMUND G. ROSS (KS)

His was the deciding mo vote
in the impeachment trial of
President Andrew Johnson, -
who was being railroaded
by his political enemies.

Sen. GEORGE NORRIS (NE)

Norris opposed America’s entry
— - ——into World War-/, believing it~
would only benefit the rich,
earning him many enemies at
the height of anti-German
~  feelinginthevs.

Lamar made an enemy of his
fellow Democrats by taking
_ Republican Rutherford B..
Hayes's side in the disputed
1876 presidential election
(which Hayes ultimately won).

Taft ruined his chances to

~~ever be president by opposing -

the execution of Nazi war

criminals, believing America

had to show a better moral
" example to the world.





cover.jpeg
FRED VAN LENTE % RYAN DUNLAVEY

IEZ9  JOHNF. KENNEDY!
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%

..but they really
fell in love, too.
They married on the
estate of Jackie's
stepfather on
September 12, 1953.

"He saw her as a kindred
spirit,” a friend said.
“They were so much alike.
Even the names - Jack
and Jackie: two halves
of a single whole.”

“Jack appreciated her,” another friend
said. "You could see it in his eyes; he'd
Follow her around the room, watching to
see what she'd do next. Jackie interested
him, which was not true of many women.”

Unfortunately, he spent a lot of time with
these “uninteresting” women who weren't
his wife. He still craved Female attention,
just as he did in school, when it was the one
thing that made him better than Joe Junior.

Jackie fFound

herself alone a
lot of the time,
as Jack was off

on one political
mission after
another.

"POLITICS WAS

SORT OF MY ENEMY
AND WE HAD NO HOME
LIFE WHATSOEVER.”

One friend recalled, “"after the First year they
were together, Jackie was wandering around
looking like the survivor of a plane crash.”
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Meanwhile, in 1951, while After college, Jacqueline

still a member of the House, “Jackie” Bouvier worked as an
Kennedy had met at a dinner inquiring photographer for the
party a shy, quiet youn Washington Times-Herald.
woman fFrom a rich Family.

THIS JUST IN -
YOUNG UPSTART
RUNS FOR
SENATE!

He continued to court her during the It was an ideal
Senate campaign, when they'd squeeze match - perfect for

in dates between campaign spots - the campaign in that
paign s £hey both 1ooked Like

C'MON, they had stepped out

- except maybe b reLLAS CAN'T of a magazine

3 h
those were campaign || A GUY HAVE HIS 23?;2?2?90? the

spots too? PRIVATE LIFE? Pich and Famous...

" WHICH 15
THE REAL

YOUR DAD
A ToLD US You'D
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Capitalism, as practiced by In Communism, as practiced
the US, is an economic system by the USSR, businesses are
in which businesses are owned owned by the government.

by private individvals.

The United States is ruled In the Soviet Union, high-ranking

bz democracy, in which members of the Communist
the people choose their Party ruled, and made all the

leaders by voting. important decisions.
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Jack’s many trips overseas demonstrated his still-strong interest
in Foreign affairs, which in those days were dominated by:

-COLD WAR

At the end of World War 11, the world's traditional
European powers had been brought to their knees,
leaving two true "superpowers” -

- the United States
of America and the
Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics
("USSR") in Russia.

Though they had been gllies against The two countries shared
the Axis powers, as soon as Germany a natural gntagonism
and Japan were defeated, America because of their two very
and Russia went right back to being different economic and
suspicious of each other. political systems:
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Many US politicians
simply wanted to
paint the Soviets
with the same shade
of evil as the Nazis.

But Jack rejected
this too-simple
approach.

LOOK, WE CAN'T
JUST SAY THEY'RE
BAD. THEY SAY THE
SAME ABOUT

WE HAVE TO OFFER
OTHER COUNTRIES
A POSITIVE MESSAGE,
AN ARGUMENT FOR WHY
DEMOCRACY IS BETTER!

In the Fall of 1951 he toured
with brother Bobby and sist.

Pat around the world to 4sia

and the Middle East.

Again Jack Fell ill, this time
in Japan, and was airlifted to
an American base in Okinawa,
where again his Family fFeared
he would die, but he pulled
through like before.

er

Many countries L~
there hadn't
really taken
sides in the
Cold War yet.

50 HARD TO
DECIDE.... BOTH
HAVE THEIR
PROS AND
CONS.

Bobby remembered, "He |
didn't complain about Ais
problem, so why should T
complain about mine - that
is how one always felt.”
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Though the USA and USSR did mot like each
other, they generally wanted to avoid
war, because both countries had nuclear
weapons, massive warheads powered by
one of the fundamental forces of the

universe, nuclear fission.

The US had used two
of these weapons to
completely destroy
two Japanese cities
during World War 11,
Hiroshima and
Nagasaki.

Now the USSR and
the USA had many
hundreds of
these missiles,
which by the end
of 1960 could wipe
out two-thirds of
the Russian and
the American
populations.

& {

S0 the two powers began ¢4
what became known as a
“Cold War,” not Fighting
with each other directly, &;

but supporting sides loyal i
to them in other conflicts. -
TSR \\ 7 s

And each country was always
tr'zi.ng to recruit other =
nations to their side! ‘[f

R





41 - image00182.jpeg
makes the laws

of the United
States. It is
made up of two
separate but

equal houses:

This is so big
states can't get
more power than
small states!

To be a senator, you must be 30 years
old, a US citizen fFor 9 years, and live
in the state you're representing!

senator
From your
state |

every six
years!

Only the Senate can
agree to presidential
appointments and |
treaties with foreign
countries (among =
other things)!

When the House wants to
impeach a president, the
Senate hears the trial!

_\!\\\E\.I'.

7’ . The Senate voted not to
impeach President Johnso
by one vote! bl
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has a membership decided ,
bz population: the more people in your state,
the more Congresspeople you get to send to the House.

This is so
small states
can't get
more power
than big
states!

You vote for the
Congressperson
in your district
every two years!

/ — To be a congressperson, you must be 25

ears old, a US citizen for 7 years, and
ive in the state you're representing!

Only the House can
raise taxes and spend
government money!

Only the House can
decide to z/rrfeach,
or get rid of, a
resident or other
igh Federal
ofFiciall

Andrew Johnson

(1808-1875)
17th US President,
1st Impeached

President
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And even worse, he had
to suffer another death Kathleen's death made
in his family when his Jack realize he had only
beloved sister Kathleen one life to live, and he
died in a plane crash couldn't let his physical
along with her husband problems slow him down.
in May 1948,

Jack represented one of

the poorest districts

in Massachusetts, and
He redoubled he had to learn the
his efforts issues of people who

/ i k did not come from wealth
" congress ] and how to Fight For
»

—‘f—-\ =TT i them as best he could.
“‘\“ - s 5 e






42 - image00183.jpeg
Kennedy was one of the youngest
members of Congress when he
showed up to take his seat in 1947,

Papa Kennedy
planted stories
about JFK being a
rising star in the
Democratic Party.
by arranging fawning
newspaper stories
like "GALAHAD IN THE
HOUSE,” which likely
pleased King Arthur -
fan Jack.

Few could Other Congressmen kept Still, Jack’s,
believe this mistaking him for a page, health continued
skinny young the young interns who Fun to torment him.
man had such an 0dd jobs For House members.
important job.
RUN THIS gn Shererum é"—f‘iP
rom a visit to
TSEHEO%VyEEo‘E,OM, GRRRRR... Great Britain he
WILL YA, KID? fell s0 ill a priest
came to give him
last rites!

PER ISTAM
SANCTAM
UNCTIONEM...
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After a few years
in the House...

THIS CHAMBER
IS SMALL-TIME,
JACK MY BOY! IT I8
TIME FOR YOU TO
RUN FOR THE

THE SOUND
OF THAT, POP -
THE SENATE HAS
A MUCH BIGGER

STAKE IN
FOREIGN
AFFAIRS,

This would be a much
more diffFicult task
than the House race.
Kennedy would take on
a popular Republican

senator, Henry
Cabot Lodge.

Again, Papa Kennedy
poured as much
money as he could
into the race, and
put Robert "Bobby”
Kennedy, Jack's
younger brother,
in charge of the
campaign.

Still, Jack barely beat
Lodge, with a difference
of 70,737 votes out of
2.4 million cast

(he barely got 51.5
percent of the vote).

INCREDIBLY,
JACK WAS THE FIRST
SON OF RECENT
IMMIGRANTS = NOT
ENGLISH OR SCOTCH
OR DUTCH BUT FROM
THE POORER REGIONS
OF /RELAND - TO WIN
A SEAT N THE
US SENATE.

I WON'T
LET YOU
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Papa Kennedy arranged for Jack to run Papa Kennedy passed
For an open House of Representatives out 100,000 copies of
seat in a working-class Boston district, a New Yorker article
Far from the mansions and private about Jack's PT-109

schools of the area where he grew up. adventures.

1, AHH... I "WITH WHAT

HAW! GET ’
KNOW ALL ABOUT | A LOAD OF | Even though ok e

CHAUFFEUR!”

STRUGGLE AND THE LITTLE he was
TolL... RICH kID! )| obviously
an outsider,
he managed to
sell himself
based on his
outh and
is wartime
heroism.

Jack also worked tirelessly, How well he performed in those
despite his physical settings was proven by the fact
limtations, shaking hands that many of those same women
and introducing himself to began volunteering for the
male workers at factories Kennedy campaign the next day!
and streetcars by day, and
at night charming working EN"E
women at house parties [asndce
organized by his sisters.
a8 2
=y =
0 I
a\
“~ 7 ﬂ ]
NG,
o
Jack won
= a decisive
J.,/‘\/v ﬁg.ctg,r'y én
} is Firs
v Y campaign
) x and headed to
/) 20g | Washington,
( £ 0C, to join
7 z one of the

two houses

O ..)% X of..
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"WHERE THE
L[HECK] HAVE
YOU BEEN?”
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They came across another island, They returned to the

Naru, where they were delighted crew, who had just been
to find a small cache of Japanese discovered by a pair of
supplies - crackers, candy, native islanders, Bivku
rainwater - and a canoe. Gasa and Eroni Kumana.

Fortunately, they were
fighting the Japanese
invasion by helping
Allied coast watchers;
unfortunately, their
canoe was not big
enough to fit all

the survivors.

Biuku su%gested

Jack write a note
on a coconut husk
that they could
take to American
commanders to

This Jack

Famously
did:
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..an electrical
roblem on
is Liberator
detonated the
explosives early.

Jack was heartbroken his older
brother was killed - and

terrified, for he now took Joe
Junior's place in Senior's eyes.

LGt B Y wantd il bt
ED HIS ELDE:
DRAFTED. SON IN POLITICS.
'WANTED' ISN'T THE
RIGHT WORD. HE
DEMANDED IT...."

The plane exploded
over Suffolk, england.

“IF [JOE] HAD
LIVED, I'D HAVE
KEPT ON BEING

A WRITER...

“IM
SHADOWBOXING
IN A MATCH THE
SHADOW |18
ALWAYS GOING
TO WIN."
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The PT-109 rescue made Jack Joe Junior's Junior was
Famous, with articles about little brother also in the
his adventure appearing threatened to navy, Flying
in many magazines. be a bigger combat
gea@ than g m:.ss:.Eons
unior was for over Europe.
N oy the First time

WHAT THE B/6 in his life.
DEAL 18.

YOU KNOW
JACK WRECKED
HIS BOAT, RIGHT?

HE LOST THE
BATTLE!

In August 1944 he

volunteered to fly

a PBHY Liberator

bomber Filled with

twelve tons of

explosives into BWAHAHAH!
a German rocket TAKE THAT,
launch site. & % BABY BRO!

8
But eighteen minutes |
4 after Junior took off... \
117 nr LIy \
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Though Amagiri’s crew managed
he fires and
continued their mission, the
Americans were not so lucky.

to put out

"FOR A GUY FROM

Eleven crew members survived
the crash, but many men were so
badly burned they couldn't move
their arms or legs and so they
couldn't swim.

BOSTON *OF, KOF*
YOU'RE SURE PUTTING
UP A GREAT EXH/BITION
OUT HeRg!”

Jack, a strong
swimmer despite
his many physical
problems, rescued
as many people as
he could.

After twelve
hours of
clinging to
the wreckage,
it became
clear no one
was coming to

1 rescue them.

60 T0
XKOFF¥

[HECK]!”

THE WRECKAGE
18 STILL FLOATING —
*OF!* = YOU REST
HERE - I'VE GOT
TO GO FIND THE
OTHERS! *oFx

LOOK...WE'RE IN
A FIX, HERE. WE WERE
ORDERED TO KEEP THE
RAD/0S SILENT RIGHT
BEFORE THE ATTACK.

S0 NO ONE ON OUR
SIDE KNOWS WHERE
WE ARE - OR THAT
WE SUNK AT ALL!

The sailors had life
jackets, but their
wet clothes were
heavy enough to drag
them under - where
sharks were waiting.

NO HELP
18 COMING!

WE HAVE
70 SAVE
OURSELVES!
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A hundred-Ffoot Fireball shot up
as Amagiri sailed right through
PT-109 near its front torpedo
tube, cutting it in half!

Jack and his crew were
thrown into shark-

infested waters ablaze
From floating gasoline.

Flaming water splashed
down on Amagiri's deck,
setting many Japanese
sailors on fire.
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They could see American and
o Mg g Japanese warplanes fighting
The only visible in the distance, but none

fresh water ¢
anywher-i gn Food sz Fish, came close enough to hail.

the tiny but they had no
island. means of
catching any.

Jack knew if they
stayed there For too
long, they would die.

At night he swam out They had to move to a different island

to a passage between that might have Food and water, even if

the islands to try to the Japanese found them. They swam to

hail another PT boat Olasana Island, bigger than Plum Pudding

with 109's lantern. and closer to the passage where PT boats
might be found.

But no water was
there, and the
coconuts From
the trees were
rotten, diseased,
and inedible.
Kennedy and
another crewmate,
Barney Ross,
again swam out
to look For help.

It was a crazy plan, but
they didn't have many
options. He didn't see
any Americans, just
Japanese seaplanes,

s0 he swam back to
Plum Pudding.
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The problem was that they had
sunk in Japanese-held territory.

Most islands of any
size would have enemy
soldiers on them
looking to kill or
capture Americans.

Jack led his men to a small On that day, August 2, 1943, Jack
island called "Plum Pudding” b swam longer than the longest
British sailors who thought i Olympic swimming event up until
looked like a favorite dessert. that point, H000 meters (which

half of the athletes couldn't
even finish).

MMMM. .,
PUDDING...

Jack did a mile more than that, over open
water, while biting onto a strap that pulled
a badly wounded man behind him.

They made it to
Plum Pudding Island
in Four hours.

There Jack was able
to rest under the
bushes, but when he
woke up, he soon
realized they were
hardly out of danger.
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But Papa Kennedy made sure that
all the press and public saw were
glowing doctors’ reports.

MY BOY IS
THE MODEL
OF HEALTH!

Roosevelt feared,
rzghttﬁ or wrongly,
that the public would
see him as a weak
leader if they saw,
him in a wheelchair,
s0 his people made
sure he was almost
never photographed
in it.

Against

(Ao wheelchair

"o ARD@e

It seems hard to imagire in
our age of smart-phone
cameras that FOR could
have gotten away with
this today.

Papa Kennedy, always concerned
about image, never forgot how his
Former boss, President Franklin
D. Roosevelt, did everything he
could to keep the public From
learning he had lost his ability
to walk from the disease polio.

THE PRESIDENT
18 THE MODEL
OF HEALTH!

Likewise, Papa Joe wanted to
keeg Jack's many, many health
problems out of the public eye
to not hurt his chances at
political office.
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But as Jack prepared
to enter public life,
he had to come to
rips with the fact
hat PT-109 didn't
help the many health
problems that had
plagued him since he
was a boy.

Addison's disease
(adrenal glands)

He was so
legendarily
sickly that
his younger
brother Bobby
remembered...

"WHEN WE WERE
GROWING UP TOGETHER
WE USED TO LAUGH
ABOUT THE GREAT RISK
A MOSQUITO TOOK
IN BITING JACK
KENNEDY -

"= WITH SOME
OF H/S BLOOD
THE MOSQUITO WAS
ALMOST SURE
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Papa Kennedy was so impressed
by Jack's thesis that he got a
publisher to bring it out as a
book, and to everyone's sur-
prise, it became a huge best-
seller called Why England Slept.

But critics of his
Father's support
for appeasement
said Jack should
have titled it
While DADDY Slept.

Papa Kennedy
made it too
well-known
that he did
not like
Britain

Jack named it after one
of Churchill's books,
While England Slept.

entering
the war.

"DEMOCRACY
18 FINISHED IN
ENGLAND!”

The American public was strongly
pro-British, and most hated Papa’s
statement, and so the Roosevelt
administration pressured Joe

I Senior to resign in November 1940.

Papa Kennedy's
was over - but

olitical career
e wanted his

oldest children to carry on for
him, particularly Joe Junior.

Already a member of the naval
reserve when the United States
entered World War II, Junior
Jjoined the naval gir Force
when Germany’s ally /mperial
Japan attacked the US naval
base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

Jack wanted to serve
his country too, but
he worried his many
physical problems
would keep him out
of the military.

\_~

YOU WANT
T0 JOIN THE
NAVY? WHY? T'°M
SHOCKED YOU'RE
STILL AL/IVE!
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Still, even though
Churchill warned
back in 1934 that
Germany would soon
surpass Britain in
military power, the
UK did not begin her
own military buildup
until 1936, when it
was far too late.

Jack concluded

that while the two
countries had many
differences, the most
important one was
that Great Britain

WAKE UPl!
CAN'T YoU

Without public wnity,
democracies could not
easily compete with
dictatorships, which
could make decisions
much more quickly.

was a democracy, run
by her citizens, and
Nazi Germany was a
dictatorship, run by
one person.

And in the 1930s, many Britons did not
want another war, period, because the
horrible memory of World War I was
still Fresh in their minds.

Jack wrote, “We believe that a democ-
racy can, bz voluntary action, equal
this effort [by dictatorshipsl when
the emergency comes and sustain it
over a longer period of time tbutl..”

“..democracy must recognize its
weaknesses; it must learn to, |
safeguard its institutions if it
hopes to survive.”
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The average PT boat was eighty
feet long and could move at
more than Forty knots. It was
designed to carry nine or ten

crew and two or three officers.

It had a 20mm antiaircraft
gun, two .50-caliber machine
guns. and four 21-inch
orpedo tubes, which is
how it got its name.

Thanks to its three engines,
it could turn super fast and
outmaneuver enemy ships,

Spanish explorers named these islands
after the biblical King Solomon
because of the vast amounts of gold
they thought would be Found there.

Soon, Lieutenant Jack
Kennedy was on his way
to command Ais PT boat,
number 109, in the
Solomon Isiands,

in the Pacific.

S8/GH< T'D
GIVE UP EVERY
LAST COIN FOR

A BOAT!
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DAD HAS TO HELP N
ME CGET INTO THE SERVICE! T
IT'D BE GREAT FOR JOE WOULON'T
JUNIOR'S POLITICAL BE THAT
GREAT!

Joe Senior used his
connections to get Jack
the command of a "PT
boat,” a relatively new
vessel the navy used to
help Americans escape
the Japanese invasion
of the Philippines.

Short For "patrol torpedo,” these
small, light wooden craft could harass
and gnnoy larger ships - earning them
the nickname "mosquito boats.”

And Jack didn't > :
hive to ?ake a . \ / w;;og;;goz
physical exam " i

to serve on a PT! Q) TESTS!
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Then, in December 1937, President Frankiin D. Roosevelt
gave Papa Kennedy something he had always craved,
an important government job.

He was made the United States
ambassador to Great Britain,
America's most important ally,
making Papa [(ennedz the mos
important diplomat outside
of the US.

..the most pressing

of which involved AdolF
Hitler, leader of the
far-right Nazi Party
in Germany.

Hitler had risen to power
playing on Germans' anger
and shame at being
defeated in World War T
and all her resulting
economic problems.

Nazis blamed Jewish
people and Foreigners
For all their problems
and frightened the rest
of the world greatly.

Papa and Rose moved to London,
Britain's capital, and Jack took
a job at the US embassy there
in the summer after his
sophomore year of college.

Jack was very interested
in international affairs
and working in London
gave him a special view
into the most important
issues fFacing Europe...

While visiting Germany,
Jack and his Friends would
mock the Nazi salute of
"Heil Hitler” by replying:
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Jack and his Family
were in the visitors’
gallery in Parliament
as British legislators
gave speeches in
support of war

with Germany.

"EVERYTHING
THAT T HAVE BELIEVED
IN DURING MY PUBLIC
LIFE HAS CRASHED
INTO RUINS...."

The speaker Jack was most
impressed by was Winston
Churchill, whose writings
he had read in school.

"IN THIS
SOLEMN
HOUR IT IS A
CONSOLATION TO

RECALL AND TO
DWELL UPON OUR
REPEATED EFFORTS
FOR PEACE.

"ALL HAVE BEEN
ILL-STARRED, BUT
ALL HAVE BEEN
FAITHFUL AND

Churchill would become prime
minister after Chamberlain and
boldly lead Britain through what
became known as World War II.

When it came time for Jack to write
his senior thesis For Harvard, he
chose as his subject Britain's failure

to confront Nazi Germany.

In his view, a lot of this had to do
with £echnology. Britain had little
to fear from anyone, protected as

it is by the sea...

SINCERE."

-.until the invention of
air power, which Germany

was really good at.
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The leader of Britain, Prime Minister
Neville chamberiain, went to Munich,
Germany, to work out a peace agreement
with Hitler after he invaded Czechoslo-
vakia to seize their land in 1938.

be not white.

Nazi Germany was a racist state that
wanted more “living space” for ‘pure”
white people to live and to get rid of
those living there they considered to

Many denounced
Chamberlain’s deal
as 'appeasement.”
They believed that
Hitler's force
should be met back

with equal Force.

Papa Kennedy, the
American ambassador,
publicly backed the

prime minister’s
decision not to
fight Hitler.

He Feared no one was a match For Germany's
vast and powerful war machine and did not
want America drawn into a fight she

couldn’'t win.

Chamberlain returned From
Munich, Germany, with an
agreement that prevented
all-out war.

SMASHING
NEWS, EVERYONE!
WE LET HITLER
KEEP CZECHOSLO-
VAKIA, BUT HE'S
PROMISED NOT TO
INVADE ANYONE

But Hitler violated
the Munich Agree-
ment aﬂywafv by,
invading Poland in
1939, Britain and
France both had
agreements with
Poland to defend
it From German
invasion.
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But they did find | Kenned% slowly began to realize that
phosphorescent £lying the PT boats were all about public
Fish that leaped relations - they got good press in the
around the craft Philippines, but they had very little
during their night impact on the war in the Pacific.
patrols, andtﬁhg g

porpoises that race :
A B o
PT-109, no matter how didn’t work!
Fast they ran her.

i

The crew had to hit the
Firing pins with a hammer
in order to get them to

Fire, which fs,..danger'ous. I

For another, in the dark, the PT
boats couldn't see each other,
which, when moving as fast as they
were, was really, really dangerous.

To beef up PT-109's Firepower, Jack added an old
37 mm antitank gun onto the boat, but to make
room for it, they had to get rid of her life raft.

I=

e T}

PT-10g9

This was just in time For a planned attack
on a “Tokyo Express” convoy coming through
the area on the night of dugust 1, 1943,
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But Jack discovered
the Solomons were
even richer in
cockroaches, rats,
lizards, crabs, black
flies...and
mosquitoes!

Japanese planes would
swoop down and attack
the base without notice;
once, a terrifying rain of
shrapnel fell down on the
tin roof of Jack's bunk.

I THOUGHT
WE WERE
SUPPOSED
70 BE THE
ANNOYING
ONES!

When Jack leaped out of
bed to run for safety in
a trench outside, he got
caught up in his own

- ] ]
mosquito netting! URRRGGH ~

TRAPPED!

b/

invented these kinds of bombs
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He and his men cruised around
the Solomons in PT-109 looking
for and attacking Japanese
ships when they could.

The empire had overextended
itself across the many islands
of the Pacific, and had to keep
running supplies to its various
bases 1n convoys of armed
ships the Americans called

the "Tokyo Express.”

Still, PT-109
rarely found
the enemy.
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The PT boats went out on At around 2:27 a.m., a Japanese
the prowl, but not only was destroyer, Amagiri, loomed out

it pitch black, a heavy fog of the Fog, zooming right along
moved in, so Jack and his at thirty-Ffour knots.

crew couldn't see anything,
much less enemy ships.

WORSE
THAN
usuAL!

Amagiri couldn't see them,
she was just making a course
correction of her own.

*THIS 15
HOW IT
FEELS T0 BE
\ KiLLeD..l

SOUND
GENERAL
QUARTERS!
PREPARE TO
FIRE TORPE-

WAIT - v
s comng | [\
RIGHT BACK @

I can best compare it to
the onrushing trains in

the old-time movies,” Jack
‘ would later remember.

<
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FOR EXAMPLE ~ WHAT? HOW CAN A
TAKE THE HUMBLE ) BORING PLANT HAVE

FOOD MEANS
MORE TO THE
GREAT MOVEMENTS
OF PEOPLE AND

For one thing,
did you know
the potato is
actually native
to the so-called
“New World"?

Spanish
conquistadors
Found it in
Perv and
brought it
back to Europe.

ANYTHING T0 DO
WITH HISTORY?

Legend has it that famous

explorer iy Walter Raleigh
brought potatoes to /reland
and planted forty thousand
acres of them there in 1589!
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Patrick Joseph Kennedy ("PJ",
Jack's paternal grandfather
(his dad's dad), worked up From
toiling as a dockworker to
owning several bars and, from
there, a business that
imported whiskey.

John F. Fitzgerald ("Fitz"),
Jack's maternal grandfather
(his mom’'s dad) was an even
more powerful Boston
politician, serving as one
of the city's most beloved
mayors -

The popular PJ served
eight terms in the

@ state legislature.

- he had such a way
with words they called
him "Honey Fitz”!

Honey Fitz did not
like Joe Kennedy,
PJ's son, and felt
he wasn't good
enough For his
daughter Rose.

But they Fell in love anyway.
Joe had become a rich and
successfFul banker and
eventually won the Former
mayor over. Joe and Rose
married in October 1914,
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TATERS BECAME S0
IMPORTANT TO IRELAND’S FOOD
SUPPLY THAT WHEN, IN THE 18405,
A TERRIBLE PLANT DISEASE CALLED
“POTATO BLIGHT" DESTROYED THE
CROP, ALMOST ONE MILLION PEOPLE
STARVED TO DEATH!
THAT'S
ERRIBLE!

That it was.
Another million
Irishmen and -women
left their homeland,
looking For food.

Two of these Irishmen, Patrick Kennedy and Thomas
Fitzgerald, JFK's great-grandfathers, wound up in
Boston, Massachusetts, and started families there.

CATCHING
A SHIP FROM
HERE BACK TO
DEAR OLD PERU,
ME BOY0S!
IRELAND’S JUST
GOTTEN A
WEE T0O
DEPRESSING....
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We all know that JOHN F. KENNEDY was a WORLD WAR /| HERO
and a pro at giving speeches. But did you also know that he
survived SHARK-INFESTED WATERS, tried to steal a DICTATOR'S
BEARD, and once used a COCONUT to send a SECRET MESSAGE?

Read all about the KING OF CAMELOT, BELOVED BOSTONIAN, and
AWESOME ORATOR JOHN F. KENNEDY in the fourth Action
Presidents book, where the H/STORY /S REAL and the JOKES
ARE FAKE!

harpercollinschildrens.com

pasa

Cover illustratiol 2020 by Ryan Dunlavey
Cover design by Joe Merkel and
Erica De Chavez
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] I WAS PARDONED BY THE WHITE HOUSE FOR THANKSGIVING, BUT ON ONE CONDITION:

NOAH, YOU MUST OR WE COULD
USE YOUR NEWFOUND ALWAYS GO
FREEDOM TO SPREAD = WITH PLAN B...

THE AWESOME

AWESOMENESS

OF HISTORY TO
- THE PEOPLE.

BUT 1S THAT
Y REALLY FREEDOM,
IF THERE ARE
STRINGS

ATTACHED?
SEEMS TO ME
LIKE YOU JUST HAVE
ME IN A CAGE BY
ANOTHER NAME...
HISTORY! YOU
GOT IT! NOAH'S

YouR B/RD!
oL e WHAT? NO —
EXCLUDED 2
FROM THE COOL NO, ' NOT

1 TALKING ABOUT
KIDS' TABLE 7~ WAiT, NO - N\ e
BECAUSE [ gecAUSE YOU'RE '~ ME

YOU'RE A “AN JMMIGRANT | =2\

TALKING -
‘8107 LIKE US - FROM

I'M TALKING
ABOUT SOMEONE
WHO, DESPITE
ALL HIS WEALTH

AND FAME...

...HAD TO
STRUGGLE TO
BE ACCEPTED
AS A “REAL"
AMERICAN!

/ GET READY
TO BLAST OFF
INTO AN INCREDI-
BLE HISTORY
ADVENTURE...

...AS WE
LEARN THE
AMAZING TRUE
STORY OF...
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Despite their This prejudice is as Every new immigrant
wealth and power, old as America herself, ir‘oug that comes to
the Kennedys still a country made up merica faces resis-
felt discriminated largely of immigrants tance from the children
against as and the children of of the immigrants who

immigrants. immigrants.

Papa Kennedy once exclaimed when
a newspaper described him as an
"Irishman” and not “an American”
or an “Irish American":

"I WAS BORN
IN THIS COUNTRY! MY
CHILDREN WERE BORN
IN THIS COUNTRY! WHAT
THE [HECK] DOES
SOMEONE HAVE T0 DO
TO BECOME AN
AMERICAN?"

came before them.

Joe thought an important
aovef'n/rrsﬂt position For

im would mark his Family
once and for all as "real
Americans.”
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In 1915 Joe and Rose had their
First son, Joseph Kennedy Jr.,
and on May 29, 1917, Joe and
Rose's second son, John Fitz-
gerald Kennedy, was born.

The boy was named after his
grandfather Honey Fitz. The
mayor was a little annoyed
that Joe Junior, the First son,
wasn't named after him, but
loved the boy all the same. The
Family nicknamed him “Jack.”

Not long after Jack was born, Papa
Kennedy became a stockbroker, and
used inside information - what
would be considered today to be
illegal "insider trading" - to earn
a huge Fortune on Wall Street.

He used his wealth to become

a big-time Hollywood producer

in the 1920s, and in the 1930s
became even more wealthy invest-
ing in liquor after the Prohibition
laws banning alcohol ended.

THE KENNEDY FORTUNE
ALLOWED THEM TO AFFORD
A LARGE FAMILY. ROSE WOULD
GIVE BIRTH TO NM/NE KIDS OVER
A SEVENTEEN-YEAR PERIOD.

THEY’RE

RICH IN
CHILDREN!
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Jack knew their dad wanted Junior to become president
when he was old enough - £hat would be sure to make them
‘real Americans”!

"WHEN Z BECOME
PRESIDENT, I WILL
/ TAKE YOU UP TO
THE WHITE HOUSE
WITH Me!”

Jack was a so-so student with mediocre grades while Joe
Junior aced classes and served on the student council. Jack
was too sickly to get on any of the sports teams while 8ig
Brother was a varsity football star. In Fact, there was only
really one area where Jack did better £han Joe Junior...

OH NO, JACK!
ARE YOU ALL

...dating. Women always adored Jack Kennedy, even more than
his brother, and their attention gave him a sense of worth. -
and a reputation as a ladies’ man.
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DIARY

Wimpy f
His whole life, Jack had a lot of pAysical problems. As a kid
he came down with bronchitis, chicken pox, German measles,

In his sickbed he gained a love of reading. A favorite was
King Arthur and His Knights of the Round Table. Sickly and
skinny and underweight, Jack got called 'Rat Face” at the
private schools he went to. .

loved Joe Junior Fiercely
and always looked up to him

His big brother was two .

years ahead of Jack at ﬁ
every school he went to. |
They would get into nasty

Fights that Junior would

always win. 6till, Jack
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GUERRILLA (n):

one of a small group of
informal fighters

.J| HIERARCHY (n): a
| system of ranking based
on authority

IRRADIATED (v): expose to radiation

MEDDLE (v): to interfere in something that’s not (or
shouldn’t be) your concern

OBNOXIOUS (adj): very unpleasant
OPPRESSION (n): unjust control

REGIME (n): a government, usually a not very democratic one
REPUGNANT (adj): very distasteful
SEGREGATION (n): the
: . BUS
enforced separation of racial COLORED
groups within a community
THESIS (n): a long essay

written by a candidate for a
college degree

VIOLATE (v): to break a

rule
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FRED VAN LENTE % RYAN DUNLAVEY

IEZ9  JOHNF. KENNEDY!
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GLOSSARY

ACTIVIST (n): a person trying to bring about social or
political change

ANNIHILATION (n): total

destruction

APPEASEMENT (n): end
: o ‘, a conflict by giving in to the
‘ — Y 8] . other side’s demands

= P |

BLOCKADE (v): to block a port to
keep ships from docking there

CHAUFFEUR (n): the professional

driver of a personal car

COMMANDANT (n): an officer in

charge of a military institution

CONSCIENTIOUS (adj): acting

only out of a sense of what’s right

DISCRIMINATE (v): to make

distinctions between others based
on categories like race, gender, or age

ESCALATE (v): to increase very
quickly

GROUPTHINK (n): making decisions in a way that

discourages individual thought or creativity
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FRED VAN LENTE % RYAN DUNLAVEY
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John Glenn orbits Assassination of South
Attack on the Earth Vietnam president

Ngo Dinh Diem
NOV 2, 1963

Freedom Riders in
Birmingham, AL

MAY 14, 1961

FEB 20, 1962

Martin Luther
King's Letter from
Birmingham Jail

APR 16, 1963

Peace Corps founded
MAR 1, 1961

Construction of
Berlin Wall begins

AUG 13, 1961

JAN 20, 1961

“Ask Not”
inaugural speech

NOV 22, 1963

Assassination of
President Kennedy

JUN H, 1961

First meeting with
Khrushchev

OCT 16-28, 1962
Cuban Missile Crisis

APR 17, 1961

JUN 11, 1963

Bay of Pigs invasion FEB 14, 1962 Confrontation with
Jacl'<ie Kennedy’s Governor Wallace;
White House TV JFK's civil rights speech;
special airs assassination of

Medgar evers
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PT-109 disaster
AUG 1-2, 1943

Britain declares war
on Germany after
Poland invasion;

World War Il begins

SEPT 3, 1939

Elected president
NOV 8, 1960

Marries Jackie
SEPT 12, 1953

Delivers politics and
religion speech in
Houston

SEPT 12, 1960

Elected to House of
Representatives

NOV 5, 1946

Birth
MAY 29, 1917

SEPT 30, 1938

Munich Agreement
signed

AUG 12, 1944

Joseph Kennedy Jr.
dies

JAN 1, 1956

Profiles in Courage
published

SEPT 24, 1941
Jack joins United States

NOV H, 1952

SEPT 26, 1960

Naval Reserves Elected to Senate First televised debate
with Richard Nixon
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1 TRY T0 TELL
MY MOM THAT NORMAL o e (o

KIDS GET PB&J AND
JUICE BOXES, NOT IN AMERICA NOW!
LAHORI CHICKEN...

THEY SAID
MY FOOD
SMELLS

/ WE ALREADY
HAVE CLOTHES
AND ACCENTS
THE OTHER KIDS

DON'T GET!

LUNCH 15
ONE WAY WE CAN
LOOK NORMAL!

YEAH, BUT WHEN I SAY
THAT MY MOM GETS THIS LOOK
ON HER FACE - S0 HLRT.

SOMEONE
WHO CAN

I'M NOAH THE
< HISTORKEY!

1
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Kennedy, John F. Why England Slept. Bronx, New York: Ishi Press.
First published in 1940 by Wilfred Funk Inc. Jack’s college thesis
on Great Britain’s failure to confront Germany became a surprise
bestseller.

Kennedy, Robert F. Thirteen Days: A Memoir of the Cuban Missile
Crisis. New York: WW. Norton & Co., 1968. The attorney general
sets down his memories of being “in the room where it happened”
when his brother — the president — and his advisers struggled to
confront the Russians over their Cuban bases.

Lewis, John, Andrew Aydin, and Nate Powell. March. 3 vols. Marietta,
Georgia: Top Shelf, 2013-2016. The classic graphic novel memoir of
Rep. John Lewis’s (D-GA) time in the civil rights movement.

Rasenberger, Jim. The Brilliant Disaster: JFK, Castro, and America’s

Doomed Invasion of Cuba’s Bay of Pigs. New York: Scribner, 2011.
An in-depth account of the failed Bay of Pigs operation, how hope
for an easy defeat for Castro sent many men to pointless deaths.

Truman, Margaret. The President’s House: A First Daughter Shares the
History and Secrets of the World’s Most Famous Home. New York:
Ballantine Books, 2003. Ex-White House kid Truman shares a series
of anecdotes throughout history about her former home.

Wead, Doug. All the Presidents’ Children: Triumph and Tragedy in the
Lives of America’s First Families. New York: Atria Books, 2003. A
standard reference here at Action Presidents, with all the adventures
of the Kennedy kids as adults and children.

White, Theodore H. The Making of the President 1960. New York:
HarperPerennial, 1961. The classic account of the 1960 presidential
race from both Democratic and Republican sides.
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Cohen, Andrew. Two Days in June: John F. Kennedy and the 48 Hours
that Made History. Toronto, Canada: McClelland & Stewart,
2014. This book looks at Jack’s American University speech, the
confrontation at the University of Alabama, and his subsequent
civil rights speech on television, which all happened in just two
days’ time!

Dallek, Robert. An Unfinished Life: John F. Kennedy 1917-1963. Boston:
Little, Brown & Co., 2003. An excellent, exhaustive look at JFK from
birth to death.

Doyle, William. PT-109. New York: William Morrow, 2015. A thrilling
account of John F. Kennedy’s harrowing adventure in the South
Pacific. Also includes a lot from the Japanese point of view, which is
very interesting.

Kennedy, John F. Prelude to Leadership: The Post-War Diary of John F.
Kennedy. Washington, DC: Regenery Publishing, 1997. Right after
he left the military, Jack toured war-ravaged Europe as a newspaper
reporter, and this was the journal he kept of his travels.

Kennedy, John E. Profiles in Courage. New York: HarperCollins, 1956.
The Pulitzer-winning account of eight United States senators and
the political risks they took for standing up for what they believed
in. If you read one JFK book, this is it. While largely written by his
speechwriter Ted Sorsenson, the essays at the beginning and end are
largely Jack’s words and they say as much about him as his subjects.
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Fred Van Lente is the New York Times bestselling writer of comic
books like Cowboys & Aliens and Marvel Zombies. His previous funny
nonfiction comics with Ryan Dunlavey were Action Philosophers!
(named a YALSA Great Graphic Novel For Teens by the American
Library Association) and The Comic Book History of Comics (which
Fred’s mom really likes).

Part-time scout leader Ryan Dunlavey may be the only cartoonist
in New York City who doesn’'t own a cat (allergies). In addition

to all the books he’s made with Fred Van Lente, Ryan is also the
artist of Dirt Candy: A Cookbook (with chef Amanda Cohen), Li'l
Classix (with writer Grady Hendrix), and M.0.0.0.K. Reign Delay
(which he wrote all by himself).
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HEY, DO YOU

GUYS HAVE
ROOM FOR ME
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For Crystal.
—FVL

For Liza. For everything.
—RD

¢ % %

*
*
*





111 - image00252.jpeg
Worried he was going to
lose the South when he ran
for reelection due to his
support for civil rights,

JacE planned more personal
appearances there to keep
his popularity high.

One of those
visits was to
Dallas, Texas, on
November 22, 1963.

While Jack was waving to
crowds From the back of a
limousine, a Former Marine
sharpshooter named Lee
Harvey Oswald took aim at
the back of his head from a
schoolbook warehouse where
he worked.

0Oswald had lived in the Soviet
Union and sympathized with
Fidel Castro. In his mind, he
was striking a blow for Cuba
by killing Castro's nemesis.
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When Jack heard the
news, he was stunned -
and guilty. He fFeared
his speech had caused
Evers's death.

“I DON'T
UNDERSTAND
THE SOUTH.”

Sadly, the assassination of Medgar

v . Evers was merely the First in a
M8 Chaudet nis wpaTtng seemingly endless wave of political
rhe {’""f ,W"g ‘{’f""' e killings that rocked the United States
peopiLe = Juse.hot to in the 1960s and would claim the lives
of many of the people in this story -

Including Martin
Luther King, Jr.,
assassinated by a
white supremacist
on April 4, 1968...

..and Robert "Bobby”
Kennedy, killed during
his own presidential
run that June.

| But First:
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When Caroline Kennedy got the news
from her nanny, she shielded the truth
from her little brother, John-John, as
long as she could, showing a great deal
of wisdom For someone her age.

John-John's birthday was three days
later, on November 25, and Caroline's
was two days after his (November 27) -
both had their parties cancelled.

The nation grieved
as one for Kennedy
in a way not seen
since Abraham
Lincoln was
assassinated -

- in both cases, it seemed ;!
gf'ea,t promise had been
ragically cut short.
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Oswald fired
three shots.

The second hit
Jack in the back
of his neck, near
his shoulder.

That same bullet hit
the governor of Texas,
sitting in front of
him in the car, and
knocked him down.

Unfortunately, Jack
was wearing his
(secret) back brace
to help with his |
lifelong back pain.

While the impact of the second
bullet would have normally knocked
him out of the way like the
governor, the brace kept Jack
upright, so Oswald's final bullet
could find the back of his head.

John F. Kennedy was
president for just
one thousand days.

———
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Jack stopped speaking ( He got out of his car holding
around 8:14 p.m. a pile of T-shirts from his

organization, the National
Association for the

L, Advancement of Colored
Twenty minutes after midnight, People (NAACP).

Medgar gvers, a civil rights
activist in Mississippi,
returned home from a mass
meeting at a Baptist church.

| The bullet hit Evers with
such force it went
through Aim, through the
walls, and shattered a
coffeepot in the kitchen.

He died

at the
hospital
at 1:14 a.m.
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JOHN F.
KENNEDY
PRES|DENTIAL

LIBRARY AND MUSEUM
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS

THE WHITE

House
WASHINGTON, DC

KENNEDY
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TITUSVILLE, FLORIDA

BAY OF
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WHAT DO YOU
MEAN? WHO?

.. THEY
EMBRACED
HIM AS ONE OF
THEM, RIGHT?

JACK INSPIRED ALL
AMERICANS WITH HIS
WORDS - BUT IT WAS THE
COUNTRY THAT TRANS-
FORMED HIS RHETORIC
INTO ACT/ON.

IF ANYTHING,
JACK, JACKIE, AND THE
KENNEDYS HAVE BEEN
SEEN AS THE F/RST OF
AMERICANS...LONG AFTER
"CAMELOT” FELL!

EVEN THOUGH JACK
WAS BORN HERE - LIKE WE
WERE ~ PEOPLE STOPPED

THINKING HE WASN'T A
"REAL ” AMERICAN JUST

BECAUSE OF HIS RELIGION
OR WHERE HIS ANCESTORS
WERE FROM?

— YES - BUT ‘
= I THINK IT
WAS HIS LIFE,

NOT HIS DEATH,
THAT MADE
THAT HAPPEN. 4

S Iy

A

YOU CAN'T SEE ANY
BETTER EXAMPLE OF
THAT THAN TH/S SPACE
CENTER IN FLORIDA,
WHERE THE MISSION TO
THE MOON LAUNCHED

See "Places to yigjpn

THERE'S
HOPE FOR
Us, THeEN!

in the backi

YOU HAVE
A LOT MORE
THAN HOPE ~
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Jack's vice president, It was “LBJ" "THERE 1S NO
Lyndon B. Johnson, who passed the NEGRO PROBLEM.
became president. comprehensive THERE 1S NO SOUTH-
civil rights bill ERN PROBLEM. THERE
that ended Jim 18 NO NORTHERN
Crow segregation PROBLEM.”
and protected
the African-
American vote.

"THERE
15 ONLY AN
AMERICAN
PROBLEM.”

And the space race continued under Presidents
Johnson and Nixon, resulting in one of America’s
greatest triumphs: putting men on the moon in 1969.

But Johnson also continued Jackie Kennedy summed
Kennedy's most troublesome up the Feeling of many
policy: the intervention in when she said:

the civil war in Vietnam, 3

which would soon cost X THERE

thousands of American lives WILL BE GREAT
PRESIDENTS

“...BUT THERE
WILL NEVER
BE ANOTHER
CAMELOT."
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THE STORY OF
AMERICA |SN'T JUST PEOPLE
BECOMING AMERICAN - IT'S

ALSO ABOUT AMERICA BECOMING

MORE LIKE YOU.

YEAH! |T'S - |T'S WHAT
NOT JUST WHAT | WE CAN DO FOR
AMERICA CAN \ A AMERICA!
0 FOR US - s

’ - NO MATTER GO OUT THERE
TS IET  wrar Anvore | ( ano kick BUTT,
AMERICAN - \ ELSE SAYS! YOU CRAZY

WHAT? I'M
NOT CRYING!
YOU'RE
CRYING!
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Meanwhile, in Alabama, Birming-
ham's “Bull” Connor continued
brutalizing protestors in front
of the TV cameras, bringing the
brutality of the Jim Crow system
into Americans' living rooms.

The horrifying scenes "BULL HAS
caused many whites to PROBABLY DONE
become sympathetic to MORE FOR CIVIL
the plight of blacks RIGHTS THAN
for the first time. QEZgNE

Jack was only half
kidding. A photo of
Connor's dogs biting
a black teenager

in one protest made

‘ him sick.

Martin Luther King
summed up African
Americans' mood in
aletter he wrote
on April 16, 1963,
from his cell in a
Birmingham jail,
where he had been
imprisoned for
exercising his
right to protest:
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Despite the
Green Berets’
best efforts,
the Viet Cong
showed no sign
of going
anywhere
anytime soon.

vietnamese had
been Fighting For
centuries, first
against Chinese
occupiers, then
French colonizers,
then Japanese
invaders.

The Americans were just another
y| foreign force to many Vietnamese,
no matter how much Jack said they

were fighting for liberty and freedom.

Political and religious
oppression turned more
and more Vietnamese
against President Diem's
government, and the
Kennedy administration
lost confidence in him.

Army officers rebelled against Diem's rule.
On November 2, 1963, he tried to use escape
tunnels beneath his palace to flee the
country with a priefcase Filled with

a million US dollars in cash.

But Diem was captured,
executed, and buried

in an unmarked grave
next to the US
ambassador’s
residence.

Jack worried this
meant the US would
have to get even more
involved in South
Vietnam's troubles,
not less.
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Jack's partner in his civil
rights policy was his own
brother Bobby, wnho JFK had
made gttorney general,
the nation's top lawyer.

The brothers spread the rumor that Papa Kennedy had made Jack
appoint Bobby, but Bobby was such a great campaign manager that
president Jack didn't want his little brother to leave his side.

Jack knew people
would get so mad
that the presi-
dent wanted to
name his own
brother attorney
general that Jack
Joked he wanted
to wait until
2:00 a.m. and no
one was on the
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“'Wait’ had almost
always meant 'Never'..” I DON'T

SEE ANYTHING

COMING...

“...when you are Forever
Fighting a degenerating sense
of 'mobodiness’ - then you will

understand why we find it
difficult to wait.”

M[ﬂ

Kennedy asked Congress for a more compre=-
hensive civil rights bill than the one he had
voted for in 1957 in the Senate, one that
would abolish segregation laws for good.

Jack realized
this state of
affairs simply
could not go on.

"WHERE THEY
[BLACK AMERICANS] WERE
ACCEPTING A PACE OF PROGRESS
BEFORE AND RATHER SEEMED TO
BE PLEASED WITH IT, THEY ARE
NOT ACCEPTING IT NOW."
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"THE EVENTS IN
“NOW THE B/RMINGHAM AND ELSEWHERE
TIME HAS COME  HAVE S0 INCREASED THE CR/ES
FOR THIS NAT/ON FOR EQUALITY THAT NO CITY OR
TO FULFILL ITS STATE OR LEGISLATIVE BODY
PROMISE. CAN PRUDENTLY CHOOSE TO
: IGNORE THEM...."

Jack said he would "I AM ASKING
call fFor a Votin, FOR YOUR HELP IN
Rights Acts an MAKING IT EASIER FOR US
end segregation TO MOVE AHEAD AND TO
in public education PROVIDE THE KIND OF

and public places EQUALITY OF TREATMENT
like restaurants WHICH WE WOULD WANT
and movie theaters, OURSELVES...

"...T0 GIVE
A CHANCE FOR
EVERY CHILD TO BE
EDUCATED TO THE
LIMIT OF HIS
TALENTS.”

It was the strongest statement
any American president had
made on civil rights since
Abraham Lincoln signed the
Emancipation Proclamation.

Martin Luther King, Jr
watched the speec|
was thrilled.

“"CAN YOU BELIEVE
THAT WHITE MAN
NOT ONLY STEPPED
UP T0 THE PLATE -
HE HIT IT OVER THE
\ FENCE!"

everyone
was happy.
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That night, President Kennedg
addressed the nation on TV about
the confrontation in Alabama.

"I HOPE THAT EVERY
€| AMERICAN, REGARDLESS ) 10
OF WHERE HE LIVES, WILL E—0_ =
STOP AND EXAMINE HIS  F
CONSCIENCE ABOUT THIS
AND OTHER RELATED
INCIDENTS."”

"This nation was founded "It was Founded on the principle that

by men of many nations 31l men are created equal, and that

and backgrounds.” the rights of every man are diminished
when the rights of one man are threatened.”

"Today we are committed
to a worldwide struggle
to promote and protect
the rights of all who
wish to be free.”

“And when Americans

are sent to Vietnam or
West Berlin, we do not
ask For whites only.”

"It ought to be possible, therefore, for
American students of any color to attend gny
public institution they select without having
to be backed up by £roops...."
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Governor Wallace defied On June 11, 1963, Wallace literally

a court order by swearing stood in Front of the front door

he would not allow two of a university building, blocking
black students to attend the way inside. ;
the state’'s university. 1 : Foster Auditorium,

il by the
gokz/:%'nme?:\t (Irony

deral
e Alert)

One of Bobby
Kennedy's
Department of
Justice deputies,
Nicholas
Katzenbach,
approached the
avditorium with
the court order
in his pocket.

Wallace believed he had Fifty
The two African American thousand ku Klux Klansmen
students wishing to enroll, ready to back him up if the
Vivian Malone and James Hood, 0| Kennedys fForced his hand.
waited in a car nearby for
=] their own safety.
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"TYRANNY” |6
HE TALKING

THE TYRANNY
OF BEING FORCED
TO TREAT AFRICAN
AMERICANS LIKE

HUMAN BEINGS.

Bobby and Jack's
primary foe in the
civil rights fight
was the pro-Jim Crow
governor of Alabama,
George Wallace.

"IN THE NAME OF THE
GREATEST PEOPLE THAT
HAVE EVER TROD THIS
EARTH, I DRAW THE LINE IN
THE DUST AND 7055 THE
GAUNTLET BEFORE THE
FEET OF TYRANNY...

“..AND I SAY
SEGREGATION NOW,
SEGREGATION
TOMORROW
SEGREGATION
FOREVER!”

OH, 80 IT'S
NONSENSE.
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Katzenbach informed

the White House. Jack | JIR0ESy
had watched the whole | A AgamA
confrontation on the WITHIN
oOval Office TV. HOURS....

"I THOUGHT
IT WAS GOOD ~
DIDN'T You?”

Jack ordered the Alabama
National Guard to the
university to Force Wallace
to allow the students in.

Three troop carriers with
one hundred members of
the Dixie Division soon
arrived on the University
of Alabama campus.

“IT 18 MY SAD
DUTY T0 ASK YOU
T0 STEP AS/IDE,
ON ORDER OF THE
PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES.”

Katzenbach was "

Furious that the sﬁ,f,goﬁhoo‘:f‘f{-ﬁg

general used the SPOT WITHOUT

word “sad. BOTHERING WITH A
COURT-MARTIAL!"

Regardless, the governor
backed down. The students
got to go to school, though
Wallace’s stunt made him a
hero among segregationists.
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"I HAVE HERE
PRESIDENT KENNEDY'S
PROCLAMATION.

“I'M NOT INTERESTED
IN THIS SHOW. T D0 NOT
KNOW WHAT THE PURPOSE
OF THIS SHOW 15...

"FROM THE OUTSET,
GOVERNOR, ALL OF
US HAVE KNOWN THAT
THE FINAL CHAPTER
OF THIS HISTORY WILL
BE THE ADM/SS/0N OF
THESE STUDENTS...”

"I HAVE COME TO ASK
NOW FOR UNEQUIVOCAL ASSURANCE
THAT YOU WILL PERMIT THESE
STUDENTS, WHO, AFTER ALL,
MERELY WANT AN EDUCATION IN
THIS GREAT UNIVERSITY "

“1..HEREBY
DENOUNCE
AND FORB/D
THIS ILLEGAL AND
UNWARRANTED
ACTION BY
THE CENTRAL
GOVERNMENT.”

“THEY WILL
REGISTER
TODAY. - “Tuey WiLL

GO TO SCHOOL
TOMORROW."
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S0 the Soviets and Cubans began building their missile bases,
which an American spy plane discovered on October 14, 1962.

e

The White House was swiftly informed
and a meeting with Jack and his high- As recently as

ranking aides was called. - ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁwﬁﬁ E\'f/orn

At first, Jack
thought he was
looking at the
clearing of a
field for a farm
or the basement
of a house - or
maybe even a
football Field.

they would never
put nuclear
weapons in Cuba.
Clearly that had
been a lie.

"HE CAN'T
D0 THAT
T0 ME!"

THIS SEEMS...
VAGLELY
FAMILIAR....

¢ & < The US had never
ILNE];P?Egg faced a nuclear

AND BOMB CATCH 'EM . crisis this dire
THE HECK OUT| WITH THEIR before. The way
OF 'EM, MR, PANTS Jack saw it, he

PRESIDENT! DOWN! 4 had three options:
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"YoU ARE Y.
ST [ty
PRESIDENT." \ W/TH MEV

Generat David M
Commandant o;:'sthh"eupy
arine Corps

Jack announced the presence
of the missiles in a televised
speech watched by one
hundred million Americans,
the largest audience for a
presidential address up to
that point, and announced
plans to blockade Cuba.

Everyone laughed, though
he was completely serious
- and everyone in the room
knew he was right.

=

The national threat
level was raised From
Defense Condition 3
to DEFCON 2.

DEFCON 1 is a
nuclear war.
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Not only would this
leave the Soviet
missiles in Cuba, it
would make the US
look weak. In fact,
Jack suspected it
was the failed Bay
of Pigs invasion
that made Khrush-
chev think he could
put missiles in Cuba
and America would
let him get away
with it'in the
first place.

Doing what the
military wanted
would kill many
civilians, and
make the US look,
again, as bad as
the USSR in the

eyes of the world.

And it had the
potential to
trigger a nuclear
missile barrage
that would kill
many millions of
people.

The navy could
also blockade
Cuba and
prevent ships -
and more
missiles and
Soviet troops -
from getting
in or out. But
that would do
nothing about
the missiles
already in
Cuba.
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e 2Vl S BENINE I PSS |
Though Jack did his best to tone down the tensions between the

= communist and capitalist worlds, he kept eriticizing the Russians too.

g | P |
e |

= m@v ;;- = H

On June 26, 1963, he
went to West Berlin,
where three-Fifths
of the whole citZ‘,
came out to see him.

He visited the
Berlin Wall, then
gave a speech
proclaiming that
in their struggle
For Freedom,
everyone in the

He thought he was
using the German
phrase For “some-
one From Berlin,”
but to many “ein
Berliner” actually
means ‘Jelly donut.”

But Germans knew
what he meant
and cheered |
wildly For him.

1 world was
= a "Berliner,”
24 including him.

| ALL JELLY
DONUTS!
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"80 LET US

NOT BE BL/IND TO OUR

DIFFERENCES - BUT

LET US ALSO DIRECT

ATTENTION TO OUR
COMMON INTERESTS AND
TO THE MEANS BY WHICH
THOSE DIFFERENCES CAN
BE RESOLVED."

“AND IF WE
CANNOT END NOW
OUR DIFFERENCES,
AT LEAST WE CAN

HELP MAKE THE
WORLD SAFE FOR
DIVERSITY."

“FOR IN THE FINAL
ANALYSIS, OUR MOST
BAS/C COMMON LINK

18 THAT WE ALL
INHABIT THIS
SMALL PLANET.

"WE ALL
BREATHE THE
SAME AIR.”

NN NN =
. ’,*//
“AND WE

ARE ALL
MORTAL."

An American president was urgin
his Fellow citizens to think o
Russians not as an inhuman enemy
but as fFellow human beings.

"JFK went against what
had been hammered into
our heads: the Russians
were horrible,” one
graduate in attendance
remembered.
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Jack’s speeches were all
part of the larger ongoing
Cold War chess game
between the two major
nuclear powers.

For example:

the president of
South Vietnham, Ngo
Dinh Diem, was
extremely unpopular,
but the United
States supported
him because he |
was anti-communist,
unlike his neighbors
to the north.

Communist guerrillas, the
Viet Cong, had begun a
Fight to overthrow Diem’s
government in 1960.

Like with the B3y of Pigs,
Kennedy didn't want to
commit a large American
IS Force to helping them For
L4 Fear of provoking Russia...

The Soviet advance
had to be turned
back somewhere
in the world -

and Southeast Asia
was as good a place
as any.

..but glso thanks to
the Bay of Pigs, he knew
it was’'bad to look weak.

Jack was
convinced that
the US could not
allow South
Vietnam to Fall
to communists.

S0 the Kennedy administration
sent in a special force trained
in fighting guerrillas -

the Green Berets.
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At the last second, however,
the Soviet ships stopped
short of the blockade line
or turned back.

“"For a moment the world
had stood still,” Bobby
Kennedy wrote, “and now
it was going around.”

Jack kept thinking about all the
children who would be killed in
a nuclear war, “who had no role,
who had no say, who knew nothing
even of the confrontation...”

"...BUT WHOSE
LIVES WOULD BE
SNUFFED OUT LIKE
EVERYONE ELSE'S.

"THEY WOULD NEVER HAVE
A CHANCE TO MAKE A DEC/S/ON,
T0 VOTE IN AN ELECT/ON, TO
RUN FOR OFF/CE, TO LEAD
A REVOLUT/ON, TO DETERMINE
THEIR OWN DESTINIES.”
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On October 25, it looked
like six Soviet ships would
challenge the blockade.

IF either ship attacked,
it would be an act of
war, and the fighting
might not stop until
nuclear weapons had
been launched.

(US Destroyer Joseph P.
Kennedy, Jr., named after
Jack's big brother.)

In the history of humanity,
the world had never been as close to
utter annihilation as at that moment.
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After the Cuban Missile
Crisis, a "hotline” was
established between the
White House and the
Russian government that
would hopefully prevent
such misunderstandings
in the future.

Bobby Kennedy wrote, "The final
lesson of the Cuban Missile

& Crisis is the importance of
placing ourselves in the other
country's shoes.”

At a speech
at American
University on

June 10, 1963,
he said:

"AS AMERICANS,
— WE FIND COMMUNISM
PROFOUNDLY REPUGNANT
AS A NEGATION OF
PERSONAL FREEDOM.

"BUT WE CAN STILL
HAIL THE RUSSIAN PEOPLE FOR
THEIR MANY ACHIEVEMENTS —

IN SC/ENCE AND SPACE, IN
ECONOMIC AND /NOUSTRIAL
GROWTH, IN CULTURE AND IN

ACTS OF COURAGE."
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Finally, the Soviets
appeared to back
down. But they sent
two confusing
letters to the
White House - one
From Khrushchev
that was kinder
than the next,
which was much
more aggressive.

Kennedy realized that
like Aim, Khrushchev
had to deal with the
hard-liners in his
country who were
itching For a F:Laht,
regardless of the
consequences.

LET'S GO N
THERE AND BOMB THE
BORSCHT OUT OF ‘EM,

MR, PREMIER! WE'LL
CATCH ‘EM WITH THEIR
PANTS DOWN!

Jack and his advisers gambled that
the First letter was the more
geeurate depiction of Khrushchev's
intentions, and the second was
an attempt by the hard-liners

to sabotage peace.

: TS
Rl

KK

S0 it was decided
the administration
would respond to
the First letter as
if the second had
never been sent.

SOVIET RUSSIA
CAN'T FAIL!

The USSR would |
remove its missiles
From Cuba if the
US removed its
missiles From
Turkey. It was a
good deal, resolved
without nuclear
holocaust.
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The police did nothing, and, in The Kennedy administration had
the case of Birmingham's brutal to intervene to protect the
commissioner of “safety,” “Bull” riders and get them to safety.
Connor, actively encouraged -

the violence.

Jack was furious at civil rights
leaders: he had other thmas he
wanted to deal with, and the
street violence was making
America look bad abroad.

The Soviets were able to go to countries in
Africa and point out how poorly America
treated her black citizens, and this was a
good reason they should support Communism.

SEE? WE
TOLD YOU THE
AMERICANS ARE
RACIST AND
EVIL... SEE!!!

This wasn't helped

by African diplomats
visiting Washington,

DC, and discovering
they were barred

from the best hotels
and restauvrants in

the city because of S
Jim Crow laws.
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African-American activists were not going to allow
Kennedy to continue to ignore them.

Beginnin%.in May 1961,
"Freedom Riders,” white
and black, took trips to
the South and purpose-

Fully ignored the laws

preventing black people
From sitting in certain
seats..

..and using
certain
restrooms.

The Kennedy administration
desperately tried to sto

|
the riders because they Enew |
violence would be the result,
and they were right:

Riders were horribly
beaten in Birmingham,
Alabama, and their
bus set on fire.
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Like Mary Todd Lincoln

before her, Jackie Kennedy

Found the White House a
horror show of bad taste
and beat-up fFurniture.

Jackie decided
the White House
should be a
showcase for
American art and
design the whole
country could
be proud of.

EVERYTHING
LOOKS LIKE IT
CAME FROM A
CHEAP DEPART-
MENT STORE!

=| Then, on a state trip

to Colombia, Jackie
was inspired by how
its presidential
palace contained
pieces of art
throughout the
country’s history.
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Jack got a White House iki hrushch
operator to pretend to be g;ﬁtfofn r%g,-glﬁ.;;
Mrs. Claus so Caroline could a dog, Pushinka, who
“call the North Pole” to put was a daughter of
her Christmas wish list in one of the First
For her and John-John. dogs in space,

Strelka.

The Secret Service
wouldn't let her
have it, though,
until they could be
sure the dog wasn't
a spy - and carry-
ing tiny listening
devices in her
collar or anywhere
else (she wasn't),

Pushinka joined
Caroline's pony,
Macaroni, who
roamed freely on
the White House
grounds when he
wasn't stabled
in Virginia.
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Fidel Castro, meanwhile, had
not been idle since the Bay
of Pigs invasion. He was
convinced - correctly! -
that the United Statés was
bent on his destruction.

THEY'RE
AFTER MY
BEARD!!
I JusT
KNOW 17!

S0 when the Soviets asked
if they could put muclear
weapons on Cuban soil a
mere ninety miles from
the USA, he quickly agreed.

The Soviets hoped to counter
the nuclear weapons the US
had recently parked in the

country of Turkey on Russia's
own doorstep.

Castro didn't understand
why Khrushchev wanted to
do it secretly, under the
cover of gid delivery...

WE HAD NO
RIGHT TO
00 IT?"
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She tirelessly
raised most of
the money herself,
without using a
dime of public
funds, to replace
all the decor in
the mansion with
classic American
pieces.

In just ten months,
Jackie had transformed
the White House into a
live-in museum of the
best America had to
offer - what she
believed the United
States deserved.

royal estate outside Paris.

. . .

SHE GAVE THE WHOLE
COUNTRY A TOUR OF THE NEW
EXECUTIVE MANSION ON A
WIDELY WATCHED TV SPECIAL,
A TOUR OF THE WHITE HOUSE
WITH MRS, JOHN F. KENNEDY.

“IT JUST
SEEMED TO ME
SUCH A SHAME
WHEN WE CAME

HERE TO FIND
HARDLY ANYTHING
OF THE PAST N

THE HOUSE...
HARDLY ANYTHING
BEFORE 1902...."
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THAT MAY EXPLAIN
WHY JACK WAS SOMEWHAT
REL/EVED WHEN THE SOVIETS
DECIDED, BEGINNING ON

AUGUST 13, 1961, T0 BUILD A
TALL WALL THAT CUT BERLIN
INTO ITS COMMUNIST AND

DEMOCRATIC HALVES.

GUARDS ALONG
THE BERLIN WALL WOULD
SHOOT EAST GERMANS

TRYING TO ESCAPE INTO
THE DEMOCRATIC WEST.

JACK THOUGHT
THAT WHILE THE BERLIN
WALL WAS TERRIBLE FOR
GERMANS, IT ULTIMATELY
WAS GOOD FOR THE

THE WALL WOULD
STOP THE FLIGHT OF
EAST GERMANS INTO

THE WEST, WHICH

EMBARRASSED

RUSSIA... ]

... AND DID 80
it
,..A WAR JACK
T%TV?%JL%J \l/-AEQA p AND MANY OTHERS

BELIEVED NO S/DE

COULD WIN, AND
EVERYONE ON EARTH
WOULD LOSE.
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But all other issues paled in Jack’s mind next to
preventing nuclear war between the US and USSR,

In June 1961, Kennedy met with
Soviet leader Nikita kKhrushchev
in Vienna, Austria, where his
Fears were not eased at all.

Kennedy was disturbed that
the Soviet premier showed no
emotion when the American
president pointed out that
their combined nuclear
weapons could destroy the
entire world many times over.

Thoughts of a single
mistake provoking the
world’s annihilation
haunted Jack. He told

his staff:
“|F THIS PLANET
18 EVER RAVAGED BY
NUCLEAR WAR -

d
' "= AND |F THE
&y SURVIVORS OF

THAT DEVASTATION
CAN ENDURE THE
FIRE, POISON,
CHAOS, AND
CATASTROPHE -

"I never met a man like this,"
Kennedy told a reporter.

"I talked about how a nuclear
exchange would kill seventy
million people in ten
minutes and he just looked
at me as if to say...

"~ I do not want
one of those
survivors to
ask another:”

"How
DID IT ALL

“And to receive
the incredible
reply:”
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Caroline once wandered into

a presidential press conference
wearing her jam-jams and her
mother's heels, and for weeks
the press talked of little else.

“NEVER MIND
THAT STUFF
ABOUT LAOS,
WHAT DID
CAROLINE
D0 TODAY?”

The Marine Band would play
"0ld MacDonald” whenever she
came into the room, just like
"Hail to the Chief” is played
when the president appears.

Caroline once left in the Oval
OFfice a doll that could play back |
recordings. The nanny discovered it
had picked up Jack yelling really
angrily about something and using
'a very naughty word.”
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In these nervous times, the Kennedys themselves provided much-needed
distraction and amusement fFor the public: it had been a long time since
such a young and attractive family had occupied the White House.

The glamor of the Kennedys
led the press to nickname
their administration
“Camelot,” after a Broadway
musical about Jack-fave King
Arthur that ran at the time.

Jackie and Jack’s second
child, John F, Kennedy, Jr.
("John-John”), was born on
November 25, 1960, just three
weeks after the election.

His big sister, Caroline,
was just three when she
entered the White House.

Caroline had learned to In fact, Caroline was such
read before her parents a super-speed-reader her
realized, and she surprised parents had to become extremely

them at a very young age protective. They didn't want her

by quoting magazine to read much of the negative

articles about her family. stuff about her Family From
political opponents as well....

SHE CAN SCAN
A BOOK ALMOST
AS QUICKLY
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HEY! YOU'RE SPENDING
ALL THAT TIME FIGHTING
FOR FREEDOM IN CLBA,
MR. PRESIDENT -

/ - HOW ABOUT
FIGHTING FOR FREEDOM
FOR AMERICANS HERE
AT HOME, HUH?

African Americans did not yet A senator called the 1957
trust President Kennedy, even voting bill “like soup made
though their support likely From the shadow of a crow
won him the White House. which had starved to death.”

They were not ' "WHY

impressed with NOT SHOW A

Senator Kennedy's [ LITTLE LESS President Kennedy appointed
inaction when a PROFILE AND more blacks to the Foreign
weak voting rights \ A LITTLE MORE service than anyone before
bill passed the COURAGE?" | | him. But that was about all he
Senate in 1957. did For African-American votes.

The main reason for his I GoT

inaction was likely that My EYE
a Democrat president like ON You!
Jack still needed Southern

votes to win office or

create laws.

And so he Felt he had
to tread very lightly
around issues like Jim
Crow so as not to anger
segregationists.






69 - image00210.jpeg
Like al1 presidents,
Jack inherited
problems not
entirely solved
when the previous
administration
left office.

One of the biggest
Eisenhower was
dealing with right
before Jack took
office was what to
do about one of
America’s closest
neighbors, the

SOMETHING'S...
STUCK...HERE...

island nation
of Cuba.

In 1959, rebels led by lawyer Fidel Castro had

overthrown Cuba's brutal dictator, Fulgencio Batista.

Which side would
the new Cuba
choose in the great
Cold War - the Us
or the USSR? Both
sides courted him
actively.

But America's
government had
supported
Batista’'s bloody
regime, just
because he was
anti-communist.

Under Batista's control,

most major Cuban
businesses, from the

sugar industry to cattle
ranches to the telephone
and electric companies
were owned by Americans.
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The plan was already not a very good one to begin with.
nd on the actual day of the attack, everything
that could go wrong, did.

Cuban exile pilots bombed Surrounded by swamgs
Castro's airfields, but they and mountains, the bay
did not destroy enough planes was too remote for
to keep the guerrillas from any people’s uprising
being pinned down by airpower to'reach them even if
when they landed at the Bay one happened (which
of Pigs oh April 17, 1961, it didn’t).
HEY! HEY!

FREEDOM
OVER HERE!

The bay had coral reefs The military begged Jack
not on the rebels’ maps For direct intervention

that prevented them by US Forces, air, navy,
from being rescued. ground, whatever...

IN HIS
INAUGURATION,
KENNEDY SAID
THE US WOULD
"SUPPORT ANY

FRIEND"...HE
WILL COME
SAVE US!
I KNOW IT!
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But Jack was under ABSOLUTELY!
a lot of pressure

to do something

to show his

administration

would stand up to

the advance of

Communism across

the globe - before

it was too late.

YOU REALLY
THINK THIS 1S

g A 'S A SLAM

DUNK, MR,
PRESIDENT!

OKAY - BUT NO
AIRSTRIKES! AT NO THIS HAS TO
POINT CAN OUR MILITARY LOOK LIKE A 100
ACTUALLY HELP THE é’E’i%ESEE%‘ﬂ‘.‘O’{J
o T0 THE SOVIETS!

WAIT - 1S HE
SER/OUS? BUT /" DON'T WORRY -

DOESN'T OUR PLAN | ONCE THE INVASION
DEPEND ON US STARTS, HE'LL

AIRSTRIKES? CHANGE HIS MIND.
‘ REBELS
A T0 DIE!
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When the facts came in, What happened
he was convinced the a classic exam

among Jack's advisers was
ple of "groupthink” - where

military had given him people subconsciously believe it is better

anoverly happy view to be with the group and be wrong than be

of the plan's success. against the group and be right, and so they
act aeccordingly.

They fFailed to see how risky

this plan was
badly wanted

because they so
it to succeed.

The Bay of Pigs happened on Jack's merely
ninetieth day in office, He had to go on TV

He brought
up the old

and take full responsibility for the failure. saying,

"Victory

has a
hundred
Fathers.."

Still, he said: "I'm the responsible

officer of the government.”

He remembered the bad planning of
his commanders in the Solomon

Islands who had no backup plan for
the PT boats, which nearly got him
and his crew killed.

"THE CIA
AND THE
MILITARY
MADE ME

His public image was not hurt
all £hat much - Americans were
scared about Castro too and
seemed to appreciate he tried
to do something -

- but Jack could never shake
the feeling he had sent all
those Cubans to die on that
beach fFor nothing.
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NO - T .
It was a complete disaster, on
5;‘;75;‘2}7-"#? every level. The entire landing

..but Jack
refused.
Force was either killed or
captured by Castro's forces.

Not only did the invasion £gil, it was
instantly pinned on the United States.

The US did not just
look like a bully - it
looked like a weak,

cowardly bully.

GASP!
A POLITICIAN
TOLD THE
TRUTH ABOUT
SOMETHING!

Castro looked like a Aero to his
people for thwarting the big, bad
United States and the failed

invasion cemented his strangle-
hold on the island.

WE'RE NOT
USED TO THIS
INSANITY!!

Jack was humiliated, guilty, and
Furious all at the same time. An
aide found him crying in bed the
Following morning.
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| While the guerrillas Other nutty plans
trained, the CIA looked involved te’ﬁping
For alternative methods Cuba nuclear tests
to getting Castro. OFF their shores
had made every-
one's beards
radioactive. Once
Fidel shaved off
his, the people
would think he was
less manly..and
lose Faith in him.

They talked about
drugging his food
so that he would
act crazy and the
people would lose
Faith in him.

The MaFia had been kicked
out of Cuba with every other
American, and the government
started to talk to mobsters
about having Castro “whacked.”

A submarine would shoot Fireworks
into the sky to convince the mostly
Catholic Cuban people that Jesus
Christ was returning to garth so
they would abandon communism.
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Like many Latin
Americans, Castro
resented Cuba's
large, rich neighbor
to the north
meddling in its
affairs.

Few in the region Forgot how the | |
Eisenhower administration had w
arranged for the overthrow of

| the democratically elected
president of nearby Guatemala |
in 1954 because the US feared |

he was too pro-Soviet.

S0 when Castro declared his

country a communist one, P GRRRR!
allied to the U55R, America

was shocked - but maybe not

50 surprised.

Thousands of Cubans who opﬁosed Castro
or lost their businesses to his regime
fled the country, many coming to America.

The Eisenhower
administration,
freaked out that
a communist
country had been
created just
\ ninety miles
From ‘Florida,
began training
many of these
anti-Castro
Cubans into a
_gue/'/'zl 13 army
o return to

Keeping the war “cold” so as not
R4 to antagonize Russia directly,

their country
and overthrow
the revolution-
ary regime.

thereby provoking a nuclear
attack, the US entrusted this
Jjob to her spies in the Central
Intelligence Agency (CTA).
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.00 YoU 507 BY
SERIOUSLY THINK THEN IT
ANYBODY ON EARTH THE SOVIETS WILL BE

WILL BELIEVE WE  4LRE4DY ACCUSE T00 LATE!
WEREN'T BEHIND US OF BEING EVIL

THIS INVASION? CONQUERORS — AND
THIS WILL LOOK
JUST LIKE A
CONQUEST!

i

I DON'T Berlin, the capital of
KNOW ABOUT Germany, had been held
THAT. by both Allies and the
Soviets since the end
of World War II, even
though the city was in
communist East
Germany.

Jack worried that an attack on Cuba would make
the Russians attack Beriin, which would draw

the Allies into a direct confrontation with the
Russians that might escalate into nuclear war.

En--...
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There were so many varied and
creative plans to get rid of
Fidel Castro, people began to
joke CIA really stood for:

THEN OUR GUYS
WILL SWOOP IN AND
FINISH THE J0B
THE EXILES
STARTED!

Less than a week into his
gr'g-zs:.,dency, Jack got the Full

riefing on the CIA and military's
plan to get rid of Castro.

OUR GUERRILLAS
WILL LAND ON A RURAL
BEACH CALLED BAH/A

DE COCHINOS, OR

'BAY OF PIGS™!

ONCE THEY ESTABLISH
A BEACHHEAD THERE, AND
CASTRO ATTACKS THEM, THEY'LL
ASK FOR US ASSISTANCE
AND A/RSTRIKES.

HELP US,
US AIR FORCE,
WHOSE NUMBER
SN (/2 JUST HAPPEN
! TO HAVE!

“Wait, wait, wait..”
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—
Indeed, the whole "LET EVERY NATION @
nation was terrified KNOW, WHETHER IT
oFf a nuclear war. And WISHES US WELL OR
into this climate of @ . ILL, THAT WE SHALL
Fear Jack tried to PAY ANY PRICE, BEAR
add hope. ANY BURDEN, MEET
ANY HARDSHIP,
SUPPORT ANY FRIEND,
OPPOSE ANY FOE...

"...TO ASSURE
THE SURVIVAL
AND SUCCESS
OF L/BERTY."

To that end, he said in
his inaugural speech,
Americans would have to
strive and sacrifice:

"ASK NOT WHAT
YOUR COUNTRY CAN DO
FOR YOU - ASK WHAT
YOU CAN DO FOR YOUR

COUNTRY."
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But that’s not even
the worst of it.

..causing immediate radiation
sickness in anyone not seeking
shelter within ten minvtes:
vomiting..nauvsea..and death.

Even those who escaped
|| an immedigte end could
Bl contract illness and die

from the fFallout’s

effects years later.
I

Plants, animals, even the soil would
be irradiated, severely reducing
the food and water supply.

The massive impact of a nuclear
blast kicks up nuclear fallout,
a highly radioactive dust cloud
that would drift up to twenty
miles away from ground zero...

And, of course, any Soviet
strike would not have been
limited to just Washington, DC.

Locations all
geross the United
States would have
been targeted.

The Kennedy administration

determined that seventy million
Americans would die in a Russian
nuclear attack - about 40 percent
of the entire country’s population.
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Making good on his promise and belief that the US

needed

0 oppose the Soviet Union more than just

militarily, Kennedy founded the Peace Corps,
which sent young Americans around the world to
developing nations on humanitarian missions.

Part of Soviet propaganda was that
America was a capitalist nation that
cared only for money and power, and
the Peace Corps was a powerful
argument ggainst that.

Other endeavors Kennedy
used to inspire America
were his commitment to
sending human beings -
American human beings -
to the moon before the
decade was out.

This Space Race was also in
competition with the Russians -
who had beaten America to
launching the fFirst orbiting
satellite and putting

the first man in orbit.

Jack refused to let the USA
Fall any farther behind. Soon
(February 20, 1962) astronavt
John Glenn became the First
American to orbit the Earth
in a space capsule!
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Kennedy, on the other hand, put a phone call of
support to Coretta Scott King, Martin's wife,
and shared with her his sympathy and support.

The Kennedy campaign made sure
this call dgot leaked to the
public, and black support For the
Democratic candidate swelled.

Kennedy won the election of 1960 by the
narrowest margins, and the support of
black voters put him over the edge.

Conversely, the Republican Nixon got a lot
more votes in the previously Democratic
South that had at least something to do
with segregationists - pro-JimCrow
whites - not liking JFK's call to Mrs. King.
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T AT THE SAME TIME, =
THE CIVIL RIGHTS
MOVEMENT WAS UNDER NAMED AFTER AN OLD RACIST

WAY IN THE SOUTH, WHICH STAGE CHARACTER, JIM CROW
FOR ALMOST ONE (AMONG OTHER THINGS) PREVENTED DL %
HUNDRED YEARS HAD AFRICAN AMERICANS FROM USING
BEEN RULED UNDER THE SAME PUBLIC FACILITIES AS
WHAT WERE KNOWN AS WHITE AMERICANS:

"JIM CROW” LAWS,

SCHOOLS, RESTROOMS,
RESTAURANTS, MOVIE AND MANY OF
THEATERS, WATER FOUNTAINS, THOSE FACILITIES
Rl
SEGREGATED - LABELED FOR i POSEFULLX
WHITES OR BLACKS OALY.

In the last days of the 1960 ) While Nixon courted the
African American vote and

pr'es:.dent:.al campaign, civil

rights leader Reverend Martin considered draftin:

Luther King Jr. was arrested in | statement in suppor oF King,
Atlanta For protesting his campaign did nothing.

a segregated restauvrant.
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The helicopter would
have just minutes to
escape before the First
missiles landed.

Pretty much everyone
within a AglF-mile
radiuvs of the White
House would be dead
in the ensuing blast.

The White House, the
Capitol, and most of
the buildings on the
National Mall, along
with many other
government buildings
would be completely
destroyed.

As Far as one mile away,
utility poles would be
knocked down, cars would be
flipped over, and there
would be a huge loss of life.
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The d?' before he was inaugurated,
Kenne z/v;szted President gisenhower
in the White House, where he learned
secret plans few people other than the
president and his closest aides know.

OOH!
SECRETS!
LIKE WHAT?!

“OPAL
DRILL
THREE."

HUH? WHAT
DOES THAT
MEAN?

&
7" WOW! THAT WAS -
THAT WAS 80 FAST
I DION'T HAVE TIME TO
LOOK AT MY WATCH!

THAT HELICOPTER'S
J0B WAS TO WHISK THE
PRESIDENT AWAY TO A

"SAFE” LOCATION AS SO0ON
AS A RUSSIAN NUCLEAR
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..was a contest between Jack
. and the sitting Republican
vice president, Richard M. Nixon.

But again, Kennedy represented
Zouth and strength, and appealed
o those looking for a change.

Nixon campaigned on the
successes of his boss, two-term
president Dwight D. Eisenhower.

"THE NEW FRONTIER
OF WHICH T SPEAK 1S NOT
A SET OF PROMISES -
IT IS A SET OF
CHALLENGES.

“IT SUMS UP
NOT WHAT I INTEND TO
OFFER THE AMERICAN
PEOPLE, BUT WHAT I
INTEND TO 48K OF
THEM.”

Again, Jack tried to use
lofty words to inspire
people to new heights

f Future action.
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Also, the handsome young Kennedy
played better on the new medium
of television, which was in
almost all (88 percent) of
American homes by 1960.

Nixon looked shabby and Many undecided Americans
sweaty in the First-ever were much more impressed
television debates next with Kennedy after the
to Kennedy's cool calm. TV debates -

- even though people who just heard the men
speak on the radio, without video, thought
the experienced Nixon won the debate!

As Election Day,
neared, the nation
was clearly nearly
perfectly divided
- no one could
guess who would
win the presidency.

bt

WHO |18 THAT
SMALL CHILD THE
VICE PRESIDENT 15
DEBATING?
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AN ‘EMBE%(':EAVaA!RE
In Houston, Texas, THE SEPARATION OF

Jack addressed
9 CHURCH AND STATE
the catholic | S ABSOLUTE ~

issue a second

time in even more
vivid terms than - WHERE NO CATHOLIC

in West V:Lr‘g:l.n:l.a [OFFICIAL] WOULD TELL
THE PRESIDENT = SHOULD |

HE BE A CATHOLIC - J~m
HOW T0 ACT... ‘

“...AND NO PROTESTANT

MINISTER WOULD TELL

HIS PARISHIONERS FOR
WHOM TO VOTE -

"~ WHERE NO CHURCH
02 CHURCH SCHOOL 18
GRANTED ANY PUBLIC
FUNDS OR POLITICAL
PREFERENCE -

"~ AND WHERE NO
MAN |S DEN/ED PUBLIC
OFFIGE MERELY BECAUSE HIS

RELIGION DIFFERS FROM THE
PRESIDENT WHO MIGHT

APPOINT HIM -

PEOPLE WHO
MIGHT ELECT

"|IF THE TIME SHOULD
EVER COME...WHEN MY
OFFICE WOULD REQUIRE ME
T0 EITHER VIOLATE MY
CONSCIENCE, OR VIOLATE
THE NAT/ONAL
INTEREST...

“...,THEN T WOULD
RES/GN THE OFFICE,
AND I HOPE ANY OTHER
CONSCIENTIOUS PUBLIC
SERVANT WOULD DO
LIKEW/ISE!"

The religion issue began to fade, partly
because Nixon fFound it offensive himself
and refused to use it against JFK.






