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Still, President McKinley
wasn't convinced.

"I WANT PEACE,

AND I AM TOLD THAT YOUR
FRIEND THEODORE -~ WHOM I
KNOW ONLY SL/GHTLY - 18
ALWAYS GETTING INTO ROWS
(FIGHTS) WITH EVERYBODY.”

President McKinley's
Fears soon came true.

Teddy thought the navy
didn't have enough ships
and demanded a massive
military buildup.

"GIVE HIM A
CHANCE T0 PROVE
THAT HE CAN BE
PEACEFUL.”

battles of the Civil War. He knew
battlefield horrors firsthand.

cKinley had served in the Union Army
at Antietam, one of the bloodiest

To the president, Teddy, who had
never served in the military,
had no idea what he was talking
about and so he ignored him.
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until, once again,
| his political enemies
gave him the boot.

HOW DARE
YOU D0 EXACTLY
WHAT T ASKED

YOU'D THINK
I'D GET USED
T0 THIS BY

Teddy's Republican friends
asked him to be Assistant
Secretary of the Navy.

ET ME GUESS -
THERE USED TO BE
A DEMOCRAT SITTING

TEDDY! COME BACK
TO WASHINGTON! THERE'S
A NEW REPUBLICAN
PRESIDENT, WILLIAM
MCKINLEY!

Teddy wanted
the job
pretty bad.

WANT...TO
BE..IN THE

As the author of The Naval
War of 1812, he was already
a respected authority on
sea warfare.
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..had been a cornerstone of American foreign policy
since the presidency of James Monroe in 1823,

He said that the United States
would consider any European power
trying to take over a country in
North, South, or Central America
to be an enemy of the USA.

b )

HEY!
CUT IT OUT,

AMERIEA

Teddy tried to use the Still, President McKinley bowed
Monroe Doctrine to to public pressure and sent a
justify helping Cuba's single warship, the Maine, to
rebels, but it didn't Havana, Cuba's capital, to “look

apply because Cuba after American interests.”
was an old colony.

LEMME AT
‘EM, LEMME
AT ‘EM!

SPAN...WE'RE

WATCHING YoU!
BEHAVE!”
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‘ Teddy wanted more

| ships largely because
of the scary situation
in Cuba, only 90 miles

| From Florida.

| The island had been part of the Spanish
| empire since 1492, when Christopher

Columbus fFirst sailed the ocean bluve.

I'VE GOT A
BAD FEELING
ABOUT THIS.

you nevee \ /. 8P
want 10 ey |\ &
g

NEW THINGS!

By the time Teddy
joined the navy,
Cuban rebels
fighting For
independence
controlled much
of Cuba's jungles
and farms while
the Spanish Army
controlled the
cities.

The Spanish governor tried to
weaken the rebellion by herding
much of the rural population
into concentration camps.

More than 400,000 Cubans
died from starvation and
disease in the camps,
horrifying the world.

—— SN

American public opinion
grew more and more,
strongly anti-Spanish.
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..most people ..but they don't want the
want to look [l o NEED XU TO trouble caused by actually

like they're "EIGHT CORRUPTION,” doing the right thing!

doing the
righg thing... NLV%(E; V%’(az

MY DUTY
WAS STAND W/TH
EVERYONE WHILE
HE WAS RIGHT..."

*,.AND TO E
STAND AGAINST o
HIM WHEN HE QM THOUGHT
WAS WRONG!” \\\ 1 We were
{ FRIENDS!!

Ironically, the corruption in the Harrison administration
that Teddy helped to root out contributed to the president's
defeat to a former Democratic president, Grover Cleveland.

#22 and 2
5-i8gg 2
and 1893-1397)

i

As soon as the second Cleveland administration came into |
power in Washington, the Republican Teddy was replaced as Civil
Service Commissioner by a Democrat..per the 8poils System!
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Teddy discovered that the
post offices in Baltimore,
Maryland, were especially
corrupt, Full of unqualified
geople who got jobs just

ecause they were
Republicans.

“NAME FIVE
NEW ENGLAND
STATES!"

"ENGLAND, IRELAND,
SCOTLAND, WALES,
AND CORK!"

THAT'S OLD
ENGLAND, YOU
KNOW-NOTHING!

BUT MY UNCLE
JUMBO SAYS T'M
DOING A GREAT 308!}

It was a tough few years, but on
the days he Found himself walking
past the White House:

Teddy and the Postmaster General's
epic battles over corruption were

| big news and badly embarrassed
the Harrison administration.

"MY HEART
WOULD BEAT A
LITTLE FASTER AS THE
THOUGHT CAME TO ME
THAT POSSIBLY -
POSS/BLY - 1
WOULD SOME DAY
OCCUPY IT AS
PRESIDENT.”

The Republican press attacked
Teddy for betraying his own party.

===
W

WAIT,
WAIT, WAIT. I'M
CONFUSED.

I THOUGHT
PRESIDENT HARRISON
HIRED TEDDY TO DO JUST
WHAT HE WAS DOING!
S0 WHY'D EVERYBODY
GET 80 MAD?

RIGHT,
THE PEOBLEM
18...
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Teddy surprised everybody by hitting the streets day and night
to Follow cops around and make sure they were behaving.

One night he couldn't
find a single cop on
the streets - they
were all gsleep in
various alleys and
back rooms!

Despite the usual resistance, Teddy managed to modernize the NYPD,
installing commonsense reforms like requiring cops to take a written
entrance exam and a physical exam, a maximum age at which cops had to
retire (!), and promotions based on merit, not kickbacks or politics.
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This set the
main pattern
For Teddy's

| career in

government.

He'd get hired to
do a job - he'd
make ﬁeop}e mad
when he did the
job - he'd get
Fired -

o

- then he'd get hired again ’ ol

someone else who said | i
ey cared about reform. i
e,

The NYPD was mired in corruption and
inefficiency. It was commonplace for
crooks to pay bribes to cops for

them to look the other way.

2 The Chief of Police himself

Bz

When Teddy returned to New
York City in 1895, the mayor
made him president of the
Police Commission.

I'M GONNA
CLEAN UP
THIS TOWN!

was worth as much as $350,000
thanks in part to various
kickback and bribery schemes.
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FRED VAN LENTE % RYAN DUNLAVEY

o9

) THEODORE RODSEVELT!-






49 - image00192.jpeg
Many members|of PresidentiHarrison's cabinetiwere|big'fans of the
Spoils]|System andlwould do everything[tolstop Teddy.

The post office was one of the
biggest fFederal agencies in those
days. The Postmaster General could
earn a lot of votes and influence
by handing out mail-carrying jobs
and deciding where new post
offices would open.

Teddy kept fighting with
Harrison's Postmaster
General, one of the
biggest corrupt

“spoilers” of them all.
l HA HA HA!

YOU CANNOT
STOP MY MAIL
CARRIERS OF

S\ _Doom!!

The General controlled thirty
thousand post office jobs and, as
soon as he came into office, many
were taken From blameless Democrats
and EIVEH to his Republican buddies,
as the Spoils System said it should.
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In other words, Teddy
thought of the
American Civil
Service gxam the
same way he did
about the American
wilderness: it was
all about democracy.

Tedd{ argued that testing
people for jobs was the only
way to make sure that every-
one had the same opportunity,
regardless of who they knew,
or who their parents were, or
what party they belonged to.

NO TEST,

Commissioner Teddy was ¢ :
disgusted by the corruption [B A Cneon exkandad to the
|| of white ofFicials on Native § g Indian Bureau, but the

American reservations and B o : ol
the terrible conditions in 7 president blocked him.
which many of their

residents lived. N BLOCKED AGAIN...
BY “THE LITTLE

GREY MAN N THE
WHITE HOUSE.”

Teddy grew to hate
Harrison, even
though they were
both Republicans.
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The land wasn’t managed at all. Teddy had been
People brought too many cows making visits
to graze and soon there was no back gast this
grass left fFor any of them. whole time and
had struck up a
romance with a

In 1886, Teddy decided childhood sweet-
it ‘was time at last to heart, Edzthh [
return to New York City. Carow, and they

What was left of his Some cows were 50 dumb it

cattle herd would be wiped didn't occur to them to Face

out by the historically | away From the snow, so it Filled |§
awrul winter. their mouths, choking them! (

Thousands

more were

| buried in
massive,

snowdrifts.
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With each trip out to the
wilderness he came back to find
a little more of the frontier
taken over by civilization.

More and more settlers
moved into the once
“pure” wilderness,
troubling Teddy.

WHERE'D
ALL THIS
COME
FROM?!

IT LOOKS
LIKE A REAL
TOWN NOW!

THERE
GOES THE
NEIGHBORHOOD!

"ONE OF THE CHIEF
ATTRACTIONS OF THE LIFE OF
THE WILDERNESS IS |TS RUGGED
AND STALWART DEMOCRACY; THERE
EVERY MAN STANDS FOR WHAT HE
ACTUALLY /S, AND CAN SHOW
HIMSELF TO BE.”

T A

Teddy worried that the
more wilderness America
lost, the more it lost
that natural democracy
so important to her
national character.






46 - image00189.jpeg
Teddy didn't take criticism well. When George Bird Grinnell, editor
of Forest and Stream magazine and founder of the Audubon Society,
wrote a bad review of his book Aunting Trips of a Ranchman,
Teddy burst into his office!

But once they got to
talking, they discovered
they had too much in
common to not be Fast
Friends!

Together they Founded the ..dedicated not just to
first "conservationist” the exploration of the
organization in America, reat wildernesses of
the Boone and Crockett he United States, but
Club, named after two of their preservation for
the most famous Frontiers- Future generations.

men in American history...
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Back in New York, Teddy returned to his usual dizzying variety of activities.

His old Friends in the NYC
Republican Party nominated
him to become the city's
mayor, but he lost.

Teddy wrote books about his
ranching adventures. What he
earned From his pen became
his main source of income.

He also wrote about history a lot.
Two of his most popular books were
The Winning of the West and The
History of the City of New York.

\\w g

Teddy married €dith and
started a new family on
his Long Island estate,
Sagamore Hill.

HISTORY
1 -
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Teddy and his two
ranch hands took off
after Redhead's gang.

HASTEN
FORWARD
QUICKLY

They Found abandoned tepees,
shot a Few deer For breakfast,
but saw no ore.

= e

I Finally, later in
the afternoon

of April 1
(4pril Fool’s!)
they stumbled
across the
stolen craft.

They drifted along through massive
ice walls surrounding them on both
sides of the river. Sometimes the

ice would break off and crash into

| the water with a terrifying sound.

YAAAH!
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Teddy's tin star came in
handy when he woke up one
morning to discover his
riverboat had been stolen.

He soon realized the culprits
were a notorious gang of horse
thieves led by long-haired
“Redhead” Finnhegan.

eddy had his men build another
boat while he worked on the latest
book he was writing (yes, really).

He knew he'd have time to catch
the thieves because a big blizzard
moved in, slowing their escape.
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Somehow, in
the midst of
all his other
adventures,
Teddy found
time to go
hunting elk
and bear in

| the nearby

| mountains.

Even though he
liked shooting
animals, he made
a distinction
between "Fair
play” hunting
and what he
thought of as
"butchery.”

He saw hunting as something of a game -
a deadly game but a game all the same -
between his prey and him.

He was horrified b
killing of the bufFfalo by
meat and fur hunters that

VS all but extinct.

e
VRZ
N
AN <)

NS

P
/A\

N

s),
2

A
R

j"&ls\ ;’

9@;‘ q NED
AR
S1%4 )

the mass

had made the great mammals
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THERE Y
| THEY ARe!

Teddy was so proud of himself, he made

sure the capture was re-created for

the cameras, with the ashamed

criminals playing themselves. CHEESE AND

. CRACKERS!

It took them eifht days to bring the thieves
to the town jail. Teddy read Russian writer
Leo Tolstoy the whole way back.
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Still, Teddy was finding it
difficult to make ends meet,
and he was itching to return
to politics and to fight For
his pet causes.

The new Republican president, Everyone in the capital was sick
Bengamin Harrison, asked if he of talking about Civil Service
would like to be Civil Service Reform..but Teddy never, got sick
Commissioner, the person in charge of talking about anything.

of the agency that handed out —~

federal government jobs.

\!

1, X F )
e REFORM!

; SEE
He fought for a written exam YOU'RE 'NOT

to see whether or not people
who applied For government Tmﬁgm%ggg

Jjobs were qualified For them. TESTS,

THERE
OUGHTA BE A
LAW AGAINST

'EM!!
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“When he went down he
struck the corner of GOOD WORK,

h i i FOUREY~-UH
the bar with his head 5724,&’559.}

“When my assailant
came to, he went down
to the station and left
on a fFreight (a train
carrying cargo).”

Soon Teddy had
earned the respect
of his employees
and neighbors to
the point where
Hell-Roaring Bill
Jones made Tedd

a deputy sheriff.
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He wrote that the Badlands
look how the desolate horror
tales of Edgar Allan Poe Feel.






32 - image00175.jpeg
.. and headed into
the Dakota Territory,
in the Far north of the

In 1883 he bought
two cattle ranches
and decided to move
there more or less
permanently.

country, which he had
visited once on a
hunting trip.

The vast, rolling
lains reflected
is bleak mood:

"NOWHERE,
NOT EVEN AT SE4,
DOES A MAN FEEL
MORE LONELY THAN
WHEN RIDING OVER
THE FAR-REACHING,
SEEMINGLY NEVER-
ENDING PLAINS."
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Some Westerners got WHY ARE One false move could

their nicknames because YOU NAMED brand a cowboy Forever:

of the things they did. " VER-EATING” one guide he employed

TOHNSON? was named "Muddy Bill”
because a horse once
threw him into a big
mud puddle.

AND THEY
NEVER LET ME
FORGET IT!

D:Vgé UISE«TE
ot | iGHT..
e ) gooo 7o

Likewise, Teddy's cowboys teased - I SAY!
him with the nickname “0ld Hasten # ] HASTEN
Forward Quickly There”.. > FORWARD

QUICKLY
THERE,
FELLOWS!

..the fancy phrase
he once used to
tell them to Aurry.

But when Teddy First met |
new cowboys, the first thing
they couldn't resist making
Fun of were his spectacles.

HIS EYES
MADE OF GLASS!
HE'S SOME KINDA
MACHINE -MAN!
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The US Army had
driven Native
Americans off
these lands years
before, and it had
been taken over
by rough-and-
tumble settiers.

But Tedd :
earned the o~ USUALLY JusT
respect of ( <7 4 SAY "WHOA.”
cowboys by I 5AY, - o =

| being a CEASE YOUR
cowboy, FORWARD
helping MOMENTUM
rustle THERE,
up cows MY FINE
and herd "DOGGIE™ AR 6 T Ler r
them to } v Jjust as suspicious of him
market. as the assemblymen in

Albany had been.

He was amazed by the various Plainsmen, he said, “all
kinds of people he found. have a certain curious

He loved the nicknames: similarity to each other;
existence in the West
seems to put the same
stamp upon each and
every one of them.”

He knew a bunch of

Bill Joneses: Three

Seven Bill Jones,

Texas Bill Jones, I'M THE
even Hell-Roaring | &HeRIFF!

Bill Jones. YEE-HAW!
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Teddy swore to defeat government corruption in New York State,
just as his father tried to do in the customhouse.

He wrote:

Once, crooked legis- Teddy announced he
lators held up an “There was a broken was doing to introduce
honest railway law chair in the room...” the bill anzway, and a

From being passed. riot almost broke out
“.and I got a leg of it among the opponents...

loose and put it down
beside me where it was
not visible, but where
I might get at it ina
hurry if necessary."

Teddy knew some
of the assemblymen
opposing the bill

were "pretty rough
| char'acter's.zl =

..but then Teddy He didn't use it. |
produced the He just put it by his
chair leg. side on the desk...

Thus proving one
of Teddy's favorite
and most famous
sayings, which he
said was a West
African proverb:

"SPEAK
SOFTLY AND
CARRY A BIG
STICK...
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..Teddy punched
him down = three

When another assemblyman,
ex-prize fighter “Big John”
MacManus, said he planned to
grab him and toss him up in
a blanket, Teddy warned him:

SpLL

KICK YOU!

I'LL BITE
you!”

DO NOT
HIT AT ALL
IF IT CAN BE

AVOIDED... ]

( weviee wir )

SOFTLY!






31 - image00174.jpeg
When he got to

the Roosevelt

mansion on 57th

Street, he made a Mother Roosevelt

terrible discovery: died at three am.
that morning...
Alice at two p.m.
that same day.

On the top Teddy was heartbroken.
Floor, his | | He left his newborn baby
wife was b Ezr'l, named Alice after

dying of er mother, in the care
kidney of his sister.
disease.

On another
Floor, his
mother. had
typhoid
ever.

Both his mother and wife
had passed on February
14..Valentine's Day.

8/

4
:)

s

He rarely spoke
of Alice again.

And he vanished from
Manhattan...From New
York State politics...
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Then, the day one of Teddy's most important reform bills was put
to a vote, tragedy struck.

His wife, Alice, back at home in his
mother's New York mansion, was about
to give birth to their First child.

In the state capital, Albany, Teddy
received a telegram that said:

Congratulations! Alice
gave birth to a healthy
girl last night, though
she is now only fairly
well.

DONE, OLD
Boy!

He rushed home
to Manhattan as
Fast as he could.

But then amother
telegram arrived:

Alice has taken
a turn for the worse.
Come immediately.

a

NN
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y WELL,
WHOA NOW, IF T SAY IF I'VE GOT
YOU THINK YOU'RE ~ YOU'RE GONNA BUY 70, I'VE
JUST GONNA US ALL DRINKS,
AUGH ME OFF, FOUREYES, THAT'S
FOUREYES? JUST WHAT YOU'RE
GONNA po!

Teddy wrote: "As I rose, I struck quick and hard with
my right just to one side of the point of his jaw..”

gl )

v-al b

J & /| '.hitting with my left as
//| T straightened out..”
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One cold night he was
riding the range looking
For lost horses when he
stopped for the night
at a saloon.

He wrote:

“Inside the room were
several men, who, includin
bartender, were wearing the kind
of smile worn by men who are
making believe to like what
they don’t like.”

CLOCK, FOR
TICKIN' BEHIND

HEY,
GET A
LOAD OF

GUESS WHAT
FOUREYES!  “gyeaysopy!

FOUREYES |5
GONNA TREAT
Us ALL TO
A DRINK!
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President Hayes
named honest,
already-rich
Teddy Senior as
Collector of
Customs to Fight
this kind of
corruption.

Teddy Senior
was wracked
with horrible
chest pains
during the
process.

But lots of
politicians
really, really
liked the Spoils
System and so
they decided to
make an example
of Teddy Senior.

When Spoilers
finally succeeded
in rejecting his
nomination 31 to 25,
he collapsed.

His appointment
had to be approved
by the United
States Senate.

At First,
pro-Spoiler
senators just
delayed and
delayed and
delayed taking
up Teddy Senior's
nomination.

It turned out he had developed a
tumor in his bowels, and he died on
February 9, 1878 - only a few months
after his first exposure to politics.
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..was the 19th-century term for how
government jobs were handed out in
those days. When Andrew Jackson ,
won the election of 1828, Senator "70 THE
william L. Marcy declared: vICTOR
- BELONG THE
SPOILS!”

———— ("5poils,” meaning the loot
a winning army plunders
From a defeated city!)

For decades afterward, whenever
one party came into power, it
kicked all of the people belonging
to the losing party out of their
Jjobs in the government, or "Civil
Service.”

WAAAAAAAAAAA! )

This led to

a lot of chaos,
confusion, and
inefficiency
in providing
services.

Even more important, the Spoils
System was a great way for political
parties to bribe people For
influence and votes...

..0ffering to provide
voters with cushy
Jobs in exchange for
their support.
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WAIT = WHY IS THE
REPUBLICAN HALL
FILLED WITH
ELEPHANTS?

WHEN ANDREW
JACKSON WAS RUNNING
FOR PRESIDENT IN 1828,

HIS ENEMIES SAID HE WAS
AS STUBBORN AS
A DONKEY!

THE TWO MAJOR
PARTIES IN THE USA
HAVE HAD ANIMAL
MASCOTS FOR
A LONG TIME!

PROVING HIS FOES \
RIGHT, JACKSON EMBRACED
THE LABEL AND SOON ALL
HIS DEMOCRATS WERE
KNOWN AS DONKEYS!

REPUBLICAN POLITICAL
CARTOONIST THOMAS NAST WAS
ANNOYED WITH HIS PARTY IN 1874,
AND DEPICTED THEM AS A BIG,
SLOW ELEPHANT COMPARED TO
THE DEMOCRATIC DONKEY.

Y Th
Fathey maNast (18up_1gp,

s 5
~ the Americay Caﬁ)éooﬂ 4
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Teddy received a big inheritance from his father, but he was still
no closer to knowing what he wanted to do with his life.

He had been studying law in college but didn't
like that lawyers had to argue on behalf of
their clients, not on behalf of what was right.

He busied himself by
working on a book called
The Naval War of 1812, about
the sea battles the US Navy
Fought with Britain after
the Revolution.

! Str'anae%y
Teddy argued enough, Teddy
that a mighty was drawn to
Fleet was
necessary to that killed
maintain his father.
America's
strength in
the world.

Teddy found himself hanging

out at Morton Hall, the New
York City headquarters of the E
Republicans, his Father's and
President Lincoln's party.

It was a seedy place

Full of back-r
Uyor oas ot He loved it.

/ dealmakers.
w y~'——"g
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HELLO, HELL y
WE[.COEME %0 gunz %‘EAND THIS 18 OUR SOME OF THE
REOPENING, ONE AND NEW LOCATION IN THE MAIDS, YOU SEE,

ALL! DEEEE-LIGHTED UPSTAIRS BACK HALL, OBJECTED.
YOU COULD ;AK/Eﬂ;‘r! AS MOTHER MADE ME |
\ MOVE MY TAXIDERMY
s ) PROJECTS OUT OF

PLEASE, .. TO GAPE AT THE
No et op  WARVELS COLLECTED piiers
LINE-CUTTING! FAMILY'S TRAVELS

EVERYONE , /
WILL HAVE ROUND THE WORLD!

OF COURSE
IT'S NICE!
MUSEOLOGY 1S

IN MY BLOOD. MY FATHER

HELPED FOUND
THE AMERICAN
MUSEUM OF
NATURAL HISTORY
ON CENTRAL PARK
WEST, DON'T
YOU KNOW....
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When he was old enough to go to college, Teed-er-Teddy
(a nickname he hated) got into Famed Harvard University.

He hoped to become a scientist but Also, he started dating a woman,

was disappointed to find Harvard | 1708 Leg, who thouaht his interest
didn't let their natural history 4 ] ught his i

students leave the laboratory.

in taxidermy was..well, pretty gross.

S0 he gave up on science,
though he wasn't sure
what he wanted to do
with his life instead.

Meanwhile, his Father In the 19th century, Because New York City
was trying to continue before many of the had the biggest seaport
in government service, taxes we have today in the country, a lot of
President Rutherford 8. were passed, fees on money passed in and out

Hayes asked Teddy goods coming into the of its customhouse.
Senior to be the USA From other That meant there was a
Collector of Customs countries, or "customs," lot of temptation for
for the Port of were one of the main whoever was Collector
ways the government Of Customs to steal
earned money so it some of that money.
could operate.
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STUFFED
AND MOUNTED
ALL OF THEM

FALCON
(Liverpool,
gEngland)

HORNED BEETLE '
(Central Park, NYC) /A~
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Teddy's Family, horrified, said Teddy Senior would have Agted it if Junior went
into politics, because it was Filled with ‘rough and brutal and unpleasant” men.

But Teddy
Felt the only
way to defeat
the "Political
Machine” he
blamed For his
Father's death
was to fight

} it From inside
that same

ine!
machine! POL/7, caL

MAcHiNg

YOU KILLED
MY FATHER -
PREPARE
70 DIE!

- & 5T . e BUT
/~  NYC REPUBLICANS Sar e WHAT ABOUT
/  SAW THE ADVANTAGE OF \  » 1@ 4 il
[ HAVING AN OLD-MONEY MAN \ < -
LIKE TEDDY ON THEIR SIDE
AND GOT HIM ELECTED TO
THE NEW YORK STATE AV
LEGISLATURE N 1881, =i

/ gy

a e

= | &7, w8 15w
RacTion Sanral”
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WAIT...
WHAT DO You ARg YU

NAST KEPT e Crie | SAYING SANTA
USING THE oo Lo NISN'T REAL?
TWO ANIMALS OF SANTA
N HIS
CARTOONS,

AND THE

SYMBOI-S

THAT'S NOT
SURPRISING -
NAST ALSO GAVE
Us POP-CULTURE

ICONS UNCLE

SAM AND THE
MODERN LOOK OF
SANTA CLAUS!

TURN.
THE PAGE!

QuIck!





27 - image00170.jpeg
"My First days in the
Legislature were much
like those of a boy in
a strange school,”
Teddy wrote.

“My fFellow [——— “..and then, in a week or two, we began
legislators “gach of y to drift into groups according to our
and I eyed us chose | several affinities (similarities).”
one another | | his seat..
with mutual
distrust.”

He also had to
contend with
bullies. When
an assemblyman
made fFun of
his jacket..

"WON'T
MAMA'S BOY
CATCH
coLoz?”






11 - image00154.jpeg





10 - image00153.jpeg





13 - image00156.jpeg
The Civil War
divided the
Roosevelt
household.
Martha refused
to let Teddy
Senior join the
Union Army,
where he might
Fight against
her relatives.

In those days, if you got drafted | still, Dad wanted to helﬁ,, 50 ]
into the army, you could pay $300 President Lincoln sent him to Union
For someone to go fight instead | camps, where he used his banking
of you - a sum most people knowledge to tell the troops to
couldn't afford. - J save their pay for their families
Teddy Senior could, instead of wasting it.

50 he did just that.

Meanwhile, Mom - with the help of Teedie Teedie knew his mother loved
(Teddy Junior’s childhood nickname) - the Confederacy, so when she
assembled “care packages” for Confederate punished him, he prayed hard
troops to be smuggled through Union blockades. For Union victories.

DEAR LORD, PLEASE

MAKE SURE "HONEST"

ABE AND THE BLUE-
COATS KICK THE
REBELS' BUTTS!

THAT'LL
SHOW MAMA!
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Teddy was born into
one of the oldest
Dutch-American
families in the
e e
elped settle New
York in the 16005 : H;;A;g, EE;,N
when it was called GEFELICITEERD,

} New Amsterdam. MEVROUW
) ROOSEVELT!

Teddy was born on October 27,

1858. He was among the seventh |4
eneration of Roosevelts to be
orn on Manhattan Island.

IT'S A BoY!
CONGRATULATIONS,

MRS, ROOSEVELT!

By the time Teddy's Father
(he was giso named Theodore)
married, the Family was one
of the richest in the city.

>

¢
&

Teddy's mother, Martha, had
a very different background
From her husband, She came
From a slave-owning Georgia
plantation Family.
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Ages 8-12

4l ‘
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@ “‘4!"“\“

harpercollinschildrens.com

Cover illustr
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YEAH,
THAT'S REALLY
INTERESTING...

' ...THROUGH THE
LIFE OF SOMEONE
WHO APPRECIATED
ADVENTURE AND

AND |5 ONE OF

BUT WE
DON'T NEED
HISTORY HELP,
RIGHT NOW.

WE NEED
ACTUAL HeLP,
GETTING

WHEREVER
THE HECK
THIS 18!

OH, T KNOW
EXACTLY WHERE
THE REST OF
YOUR SCOUT
TROOP 18.

AND T'LL
SHOW YOU, AS LONG
AS YOU DON'T MIND
TAKING THE SCENIC

ROUTE T0 GET

THERE...

THE MAIN REASONS
DaNcER 25 55 AMERICA HAS PARKS

LIKE THESE TO
ENJOY TODAY!

BUTI GOTTA

) .. T'S GONNA
BE A BUMPY
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Fred Van Lente is the New York Times bestselling writer of comic
books like Cowboys & Aliens and Marvel Zombies. His previous funny
nonfiction comics with Ryan Dunlavey were Action Philosophers!
(named a YALSA Great Graphic Novel for Teens by the American
Library Association) and The Comic Book History of Comics (which
Fred's mom really likes).

Part-time scout leader Ryan Dunlavey may be the only cartoonist
in New York City who doesn’'t own a cat (allergies). In addition

to all the books he's made with Fred Van Lente, Ryan is also the
artist of Dirt Candy: A Cookbook (with chef Amanda Cohen), Li'l
Classix (with writer Grady Hendrix), and M.0.0.0.K. Reign Delay
(which he wrote all by himself).
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WAIT! LOOK
OUT - THAT
GEYSER'S
ABOUT TO
BLOW....

WHO THE S
HECK ARE 7
you?!

NOAH, YOU MUST USE YOUR
NEWFOUND FREEDOM TO SPREAD
THE AWESOME AWESOMENESS

OF HISTORY TO THE PEOPLE.

BUT IS THAT REALLY FREEDOM
IF THERE ARE STR/NGS ATTACHED?
SEEMS TO ME LIKE YOU JUST HAVE
ME IN A CAGE BY ANOTHER NAME -

I WAS PARDONED
BY THE WHITE HOUSE

FOR THANKSGIVING,
e

OULD ALWAYS
¥ GO WITH 4 OKAY! HISTORY!

YOU GOT IT! NOAH'S
YOUR BIRD!
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Teedie exercised every day with weights and horizontal bars.

Progress came slowly. He was "The worst feature,” Teedie wrote,
always short, and his bad eyesight ‘was that when I finally tried to
made him wear thick glasses, so Fight them I discovered that either

he was often picked on by bullies. orie singly could not only handle me
with easy contempt...”

“..but handle
me so as not
to hurt me
much and Zet
to preven
my doing
any damage
whatever in
return.”

Teedie's dad allowed

him to learn boxing || He was Fascinated

to defend himself. by sports of all
kinds - fighting,
hunting, fishing,
hiking, riding -
you name it.
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Few thought Teedie would live long enough to see the war's end, though.

He was a small, sickly child,
suffering From a number of ailments
such as asthma, a disease that
makes breathing difficult.

Dad would take
him on extra-
fast carriage
rides to force
air into his

"THEODORE, YOU
HAVE THE M/ND BUT
YOU HAVE NOT THE
BODY, AND WITHOUT
THE HELP OF THE

BODY, THE MIND
CANNOT GO AS FAR

AS IT SHOULD.

"YOU MUST
MAKE YOLR BODY. IT
1S HARD DRUDGERY
TO MAKE ONE'S BODY,
BUT I KNOW YOU
wiLL 0O IT.”

Teedie's parents did everything they

could to help him. One of his earliest
memories was of his Father walking
him around his room until he could
breathe again.
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From then on, animals fascinated Teedie and he filled his home with them:

Snakes in the
water pitcher...

e
"

MO000000MM! ..and a mama mouse
TEEDJE'S BEEN IN with her children
MY ROOM AGAIN! in the armchairs!

Q.
\
. WOOdChuCks
in the drawers.

|
L 9
|
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One day,
Teedie's mom
sent him up

Broadway to get
strawberries
For breakfast

From the

market.

A dead seal was laid out
on a slab in the market
when he arrived.

Teedie loved stories
of the sea, and the

sight of this animal
Fascinated him.

He couldn't stop
staring at it, and
wondered what

adventures it had
while it was alive.

He even got his
hands on the seal’s
skull and brought

it home with him!

THAT'S NOT
STRAWBERRIES!
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FRED VAN LENTE % RYAN DUNLAVEY

o9

) THEODORE RODSEVELT!-
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Quentin

Panama declares Roosevelt
independence Goes on shot down
From Colombia safari over France
NOV 3, 1903 MAR 1909 JuL 14, 1918 :
USA gives
us Embarks cont?'cl:l of
construction on River Panama Canal
on Panama of Doubt to Panama
canal begins expedition DEC 31, 1999
MAY 4, 1905 FEB 27, 1914 f

SEPT 5, 1905

Peace treaty
between Russia
and Japan

AUG 15, 1914

Panama
Canal opens

NOV 8, 1904 OCT 14, 1912 JAN 6, 1919

wins Assassination Dies
presidency attempt
on his own
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Capture of
Redheaded

Finnesal Charge up San

Elected tko APR 1, 1886 Juan Hill
New Yor
. sr.atgl - JUL 1, 1898 ‘
ssembly Assistant President
NOV 8, 1881 Secretary of McKinley
Birth the Navy assassinated
0CT 27, 1858 APR 19, 1897 SEPT &, 1901

FEB 9, 1878 FEB 15, 1898 0CT 23, 1902
Theodore Destruction End of Coal

Roosevelt of the Maine Strike
ér. Dies

FEB 14, 1884 NOV &, 1900

Mom:and Elected
Wife Die Vice
MAY &, 1895 President
Becomes a
New York

City Police
Commissioner
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INAUGURATION (n): a ceremony to mark the beginning of

something (like, say, a presidency)

INSIGNIFICANT (adj): too small to be worth anything
LEGISLATURE (n): the governing body of a country that

votes bills into laws

MOMENTUM (n): force gained by the motion of a
moving body

OBSCURE (adj): not known about or understood
PROSPERITY (n): being wealthy and/or

successful \

REGIMENT (n): a large unit of Qé

an army, usually commanded by an
officer with the rank of colonel

SQUADRON (n): in our book, a

group of warships commanded by the same flag officer

TAXIDERMY (n): the art of

stuffing and mounting the skin
of dead animals so they look like

they’re still alive

TUMOR (n): an abnormal
swelling in the body

7 ok
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AMENDMENT (n): a change to the US constitution
(there are 27 as of this writing)

ASSAILANT (n): somebody who attacks someone else

BEREAVEMENT (n):

the feeling of losing
aloved one

CAMOUFLAGE (n):

hiding soldiers and
their equipment by
blending them in with
their surroundings

CONTRIVE (v): create

a situation on purpose

COROLLARY (n): a direct result of something else
CORRUPTION (n): dishonest acts by people in power,

often involving money

DEBATE (n): a formal discussion in which both sides of the

same argument are presented

DESOLATE (adj): sad and empty
FLEET (n): a group of ships sailing together P

m——

HAZARDOUS (adj): risky, dangerous
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ROOSEVELT'S
BIRTHPLACE
NEW YORK CITY

INAUGURAL SiTE
BUFFALO, NY

AMERICAN MUSEUM OF
NATURAL HISTORY
NEW YORK CITY

THEODORE

ROOSEVELT ISLAND
WASHINGTON, OC =
A MEMORIAL FOREST

SPANISH-AMERICAN

WAR MEMORIAL
PLANT PARK, UNIVERSITY
OF TAMPA, FL
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ELKHORN RANCH

THEODORE ROOSEVELT

NATIONAL PARK, NORTH
DAKOTA

MOUNT RUSHMORE
SOUTH DAKOTA
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,; T

NO WE'RE
NOT! PENS GET
LOST. KEYS
GET LOST.

’ WE JusT
DON'T KNOW
WHERE WE

WE SHOULD
FIND THEM

MAYBE THE
TROOP WENT...
OVER THERE?

)

ARE YOU SURE
WE SHOULON'T
JUST...8TAY
HERE? IN CASE
THE OTHER
SCOUTS COME

LOOKING

..THEN WE
CAN ACT LIKE
WE WERE NEVER
LOST AT ALL.

YEAH...
OTHERWISE
THEY'LL LAUGH
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150
NATIONAL
FORESTS

51BIRD
SANCTUARIES

F 4
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gﬂw&%&g&

18 NATIONAL
MONUMENTS

NATIONAL
GAME
PRESERVES
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FRED VAN LENTE/\x RYAN DUNLAVEY
A _

| N " y A /,/‘\ //
N y Q 4 D < k
\\\ y = =2
\
\
S T U REAL HISTORY!
w

-  FAKE JOKES!

ODORE
OSEVELT!

ETY,

Y HarpER(
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TEDDY BELIEVED S0 STRONGLY IN PROTECTING THE UNITED
STATES' WILD LANDS AND CREATURES THAT HE SET ASIDE ¥
OVER 230 MILLION ACRES OF LAND FOR THE PUBLIC GOOD: .

;A:: 24 WATER
RECLAMATION JESSAas
PROGRAMS /TR i}
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lot of books, and his life was interesting enough that a
lot of those books were about himself. Most of the direct
quotes from Teddy in our book come from this one.

Roosevelt, Theodore. Hunting Trips of a Ranchman and The
Wilderness Hunter. New York: Modern Library, 1998. Teddy
wrote a lot of books, and his books about nature are
among his best. If you love reading about the outdoors,
you can’t go wrong with him.

Roosevelt, Theodore. The Rough Riders. 1899. Did we mention
Teddy wrote a lot of books? His adventures in Cuba, in his
own words.

Traxel, David. Crusader Nation: The United States in Peace
and the Great War 1898-1920. New York: Alfred A. Knopf,
2006. A great look at Teddy’s world and the effect it had
on him—and that he had on it.

Wead, Doug. All the Presidents’ Children: Triumph and Tragedy
in the Lives of America’s First Families. New York:
Atria Books, 2003. A standard reference here at Action

Presidents, with all the adventures of the Roosevelt kids
as children and adults.
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For Pearl!
—RD

For lovers of adventure
everywhere (Pearl too).
—FVL
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Looker, Earle. The White House Gang. New York: Fleming H.
Revell Co., 1929. A very rare account of the antics of
Quentin Roosevelt’s boyhood chums by a member of the
“gang,” with great illustrations by the legendary artist

John Montgomery Flagg.

Millard, Candice. The River of Doubt: Theodore Roosevelt’s
Darkest Journey. New York: Doubleday, 2005. The harrowing
story of Teddy’s near-fatal expedition into the Amazon.

Miller, Scott. The President and the Assassin: McKinley,
Terror, and Empire at the Dawn of the American Century.
New York: Random House, 2011. The sad story of President
William McKinley step-by-step with the life of the man

who killed him.

Morris, Edmund. The Rise of Theodore Roosevelt and Theodore
Rex. New York: Modern Library, 1979 and 2001. Morris’s
two-volume biography of Teddy’s youth and presidency
remains the definitive take on the subject.

Roosevelt, Theodore. An Autobiography. 1913. Teddy wrote a
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The expedition was
successful - they
Found the river's
headwaters, where
it began.

The River of Doubt was
officially renamed

"'The River of Roosevelt,”
and the Brazilian state
containing the head- |
waters became Rondonia,
after his fFellow explorer.

Finally, they stumbled
upon a rubber Farm
where they were
rescued by workers.

"BUT 1S HE
REALLY A
) PRESIDENT?”

After years and years of pushing
himself in every aspect of life,
Teddy had fFinally pushed himself
too fFar.

He returned to New York
thin and weak, almost as
if he had turned back
into the sickly boy he
had been born as.
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The wound became infected, and he Who knows what
began drifting in and out of strange visions
consciousness, muttering the same he saw in his
lines of poetry over and over. Fever dreams?

COME ON -
W, TEEDIE!
THE WATER'S

“IN XANADU
DID KUBLA KHAN, A

STATELY PLEASURE- ‘
Q IME DECREE...
"IN XANADU

DID KUBLA KHAN, A
y STATELY PLEASURE -
DOME DECREE...

DAD, LOOK
OUT! THOSE'RE
MAN-EATING
PIRANHAS!

THEY LOOK
IDON'T — XE S\ FRIENDLY...!
BELIEVE 9

HE CAN LIVE
THROUGH THE
NIGHT!
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All of Teddy and Edith's kids served in World War I

Ethel drove
ambulances
in Paris!

Quentin, Formerly of the
“WhitelHouse gang,”wanted

toljoin thelarmy air corps
butiworried his bad eyesight
wouldn't let him in.

memorized
the eye
chart!

in one way or another:

DOUBT, THIS
18 NOTHING!

Archie’s service ended

y ear'lz‘ when a German shell

crushed his kneecap!

Nextito/him
injthelhospital
was|Ted/thelthird,
wholhad|beeniblinded
by/mustard gas and had
his legs shot up by
machine-gun fire!
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Not long after he returned, America
entered World War I on the side of
her allies Britain and France.

BULLY, WOODY -
SKOFI< = T'LL GET THE
SKOFI< ROUGH RIDERS
———\ BACK TOGETHER. WE'LL L&

WHIP TH‘IE GEQMI}/NS =
AH...THANKS SKOFI< SKOF!/«

S0 MUCH, MR,
PRESIDENT,

IT WAS NICE OF

I THINK YOU T0O LET THE
THE TIME FOR OLD MAN DOWN
ADVENTURE HAS SUPPOSE EASY LIKE THAT,
PASSED FOR y YOU MAY BE MR, PRESIDENT....

ARE YOU
NUTS? I DID
THAT FOR

GIVE THAT
GUY AN INCH
AND HE TAKES

A MILE!

YOU THINK
I WANT T0 RUN
AGAINST WORLD
WAR I HERO
THEODORE
ROOSEVELT
IN 219187/
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They were near Z sucked in
by whirlpools. Their canoes
overturned, losing much of
their food and supplies.

Kermit was nearly
drowned in the disaster,
and one of his porters
was not so lucky.

They lost their maps
and Teddy had to
navigate by the stars.

——

One of their porters He was never heard Everyone got

murdered another and [ from again. Most sick. Kermit got
ran away, stealing likely, he ran across malaria. Teddy

a substantial amount a trige of cannibals. slipped and

of provisions. reopened an

old leg injury.
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COMING UP -
I'LL TAKE
YOU TO MEET
A PRESIDENT
WHO'S BELOVED

TODAY...
v

..BUT HAD \\

TO FIGHT T0 |
BE TAKEN
SERIOUSLY

AS A "REAL

AMERICAN™! ]

SEE WHAT
WE MEAN NEXT
TIME...TO BE
PREZ-TINUED,
GANG!
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DOESN'T
MATTER...

THAT SUPPOSED
T0 HELP U5,
NOAH...?

HEY...
WHERE'D

-« THINK ABOUT
WHAT TEDDY
WOULD DO!

$0..THE MORAL
OF THE STORY IS...
"DON'T GIVE UP,
YOU'LL DIE
ANYWAY"?

WAIT - LOOK!
THERE'S OUR

[/ WHAT SHOULD
WE D0? THEY'RE
GONNA LAUGH AT

US IF WE GO OVER
THERE NOW AND
THEY KNOW WE

WERE LOST....

T 18 ", .NOT THE MAN
cg/%;ﬁo WHO POINTS OUT
RITIC MO ((* HOW THE STRONG MAN

STUMBLES, OR WHERE
THE DOER OF DEEDS
COULD HAVE DONE
THEM BETTER."
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Soon Quentin was flying combat missions over Europe.

Quentin was shot |
down and crashed in
German territory.

On July 14, 1918, Quentin and
his five-plane unit fought
seven German planes led by
Herman G6ring, who would
go on to build Hitler’s

air force.

= TS

tﬁ
ot ]

gk TR

Suddenly, Quentin
realized another
German squadron
was on their trail!

He turned to
engage them alone
s0 his squad could
get away.

-l

The Germans buried him near the
crash site, with a crude cross
of saplings lashed together
with the wire from his plane.

At Sagamore Hill, when
Teddy heard the news
of his son's death, his
health took a turn for
the worse.
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WHAT
HAPPENED?

WE WENT
ON AN AMAZING
JOURNEY THROUGH
AMERICAN HISTORY
WITH A TALKING
TURKEY!

FOUND OUR WAY
BACK AGAIN!

I MEAN, UH...
WE JUST GOT A
LITTLE LOST...

G00D T0
KNOW! OKAY,
EVERYBODY! BACK
IN THE VAN!

To be PREZ-TINUED! .
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“THE CREDIT
BELONGS T0O (™
THE MAN WHO
18 ACTUALLY W
THE ARENA...”

"...80 THAT HIS PLACE

/ SHALL NEVER BE WITH

THOSE COLD AND TIMID

S0ULS WHO NEITHER &
KNOW VICTORY
NOR DEFEAT.”

"..WHOSE FACE IS

/”MARRED BY DUST AND
SWEAT AND BLOOD; WHO

STRIVES VALIANTLY; WHO

ERRS AND COMES SHORT

AGAIN AND AGAIN..."

“...BECAUSE THERE IS
NO EFFORT WITHOUT
ERROR OR SHORT-
COMING; BUT WHO DOES
ACTUALLY STRIVE TO
DO THE DEEDS; WHO
KNOWS THE GREAT
ENTHUSIASMS..."

WHEW! THANK
GOODNESS! WE
WERE LOOKING [f
ALL OVER FOR 47
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NEVER FEAR! HE'S GOING TO
I'VE ALREADY CONTINUE ALL OF MY POLICIES
PICKED MY = WILLIAM UNINTERRUPTED - JUST LIKE
SUCCESSOR - o HOWARD Z DID FOR MCKINLEY, ISN'T
THAT RIGHT, TAFT?

WELL, BUT
MCKINLEY WAS,
UH, DEAD AT
THE TIME... DETAILS,
DETAILS!

I'VE GOT T0 SAY,
MR, PRESIDENT...THOUGH
I AM FLATTERED YOU
HAVE S0 MUCH FAITH

..I WAS
REALLY
LOOKING
FORWARD TO
SITTING ON THE
SUPREME

I 54/0 YoU
WILL FoLLow
ALL MY
POLICIES...
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Quentin's best friend,
"TafFy," aka Charlie Taft,

Taft joined Teddy's cabinet in
1904, the year the president
ran for his own term in office.

was the son of his

Father’s best friend,
the Secretary of War,
William Howard Taft.

Though technically Teddy had only
been elected president orce, he
would serve nearly two Full terms -
over two-thirds of Mckinley's term
plus one on his own.

Teddy won te ggAM!

biggest popular
margin in
American
history (at
that time): 2.5
million votes!
(Electoral
College: 330 to
136..a
landslide).

S0 Teddy proclaimed, even
before his next term in
office started...

I WILL

NOT RUN FOR

And no president, following the
example set by George Washington,
had ever served more than two terms.

PRESIDENT
AGAIN!

His Family and friends were shocked. Teddy would leave office as the
youngest ex-president ever. There was no law against him running for
a third term - was he really sure this is what he wanted to do?
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He returned to America as a candidate ggainst Taft for the
Republican nomination for president in the election of 1912!

I'MH President Taft was completely
BAAAAACK! crushed by Teddy's betrayal.

A reporter Found the president
in his campaign train, weeping:

"ROOSEVELT
WAS MY
CLOSEST
FRIEND.”

The pro-Roosevelt forces
showed up - Full of confidence -
For the Republican Convention
in Chicago.

But Teddy still had
many enemies in the
party, and they were
sick of what they
saw as his anti-
business meddling.
They renominated
President 7aft
instead.

Teddy wasn't
about to give up.
He decided to
run against both
the Republican
Taft and the
Democratic
nominee, New
Jersey governor
Woodrow Wilson,
under a new,
sy
with a thir: "

animal mascot! :55 As Llig-NLG

MOOSE!”
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At the 1908 Republican
Convention delegates
waved toy bears.

6till, Taft was easily
elected after Teddy
left the White House.

N\DOUBLE +.
» GULP! \

WE WANT
TEDDY! WE
WANT
TEDDY!

His government was more
pro-business. Taft turned
over many public lands

to private hands!

While on safari in
Africa, Teddy became
increasingly alarmed at
news From home saying
Taft turned back some
of Teddy's policies.

THIS 18
JUST NOT
BULLY!

Teddy may have been
kicking himself that he
had left ofFice too soon.
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- bloodsucking flies and
small stingless bees

called ‘eye-lickers”
that blinded you by...

The worst pests,
beyond even
Jaguars and
piranhas and
poison Frogs
and electric
Fish, were the
insects -

You had to check your
poncho before going
to bed to make sure it
wasn't Full of bugs.

Termites ate off
an entire leg of
Teddy's long
underwear!






106 - image00249.jpeg
Everyone risked
their lives on the
dangerous journey.

| Accompanying
Teddy were his son
Kermit and famed
Brazilian explorer
céndido Rondon.

They followed

The expedition's
canoes had to be
carried around
dangerous rapids
and waterfalls.

J ‘ - and the graves of

the men who had died
stringing them!

telegraph lines
cut through the
jungle -
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The crowd attacked |
Schrank, wanting to kill
him, but Teddy rose to his
Feet, asking For mercy.
"STAND

BACK! DON'T
HURT HIM!”

Schrank spent
the rest of his
life in a mental
institution.

Teddy knew From inflicting
enough bullet wounds on
other living things that he
was not wounded badly. He
wasn't coughing up blood,
so the bullet couldn't have

entered his lungs.

Miraculously, his folded
speech and glasses case
had slowed the bullet!

Incredibly, Teddy went to the
Progressive Party rally..and gave
his speech, as planned!

"I SHALL ASK
YOU TO BE QUIET AS
POSSIBLE. I DON'T KNOW
WHETHER YOU FULLY
UNDERSTAND THAT I
HAVE JUST BEEN

TAKES MORE
THAN THAT TO
KILL A BULL
MOOSE!”

He Finished his speech before
going to the hospitall It was
dramatic stufF..
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Teddy campaigned tirelessly throughout the country,
attacking Taft and Wilson both.

On October 14, Teddy was In the crowd was
entering an auditorium John Schrank -
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, remember him?
to give a speech.

He was still haunted by
the voice of President
McKinley demanding
vengeance in his dreams.

"THIS I8
MY MURDERER!
AVENGE MY
DEATH!”
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In defeat, Teddy Found himself in political
exile. His Republican friends shunned him
for going against the party.

Then he received Upon arriving in South America,
an unexpected however, the Brazilian Foreign
offer: a museum minister suggested an even
in Argentina bigger challenge: exploring his
invited him to country's Rio de Duviada, or
come south to River of Doubt.

PERHAPS ONCE YOU
FIND ITS MYSTERIOUS
BEGINNING, T WILL
EVEN BE NAMED
AFTER YOU!

And so Teddy set
off on one last
great adventure...
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TOTES
CONGRATS,

Third parties
have always been
a tough sell in
American presi-
dential elections.

The Electoral College is a
winner-take-all system,
meaning whoever gets the
most votes in each state
gets gll of that state's
electoral votes.

If, say, states

handed out — Teddy's third-party run did
electoral votes But as it is now, to what third-party runs tend
based on win as many states to do: It split one side of
percentage of as possible, you the voting public - in this
the total popular need as big a party case, people who usually
vote, that would

encourage more
than two choices,
because you'd
have something
to show even

For a loss.

as you can get! vote Republican.
BEAT IT,
LOSERS!

Teddy and Taft each
ot Fewer votes
han the Democrat,

Woodrow Wilson,

who became

president.
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Teddy brought his big stick to domestic policy too,
breaking up companies that were unfairly shutting out
their smaller competitors.

“A democracy can be such in
Fact only if there is some
rough approximation in
similarity in stature among
the men composing it.

"I was opﬁosed
by both the
Foolish radicals
who desired to
break up ail big
business..”

"ONE OF US CAN DEAL
IN OUR PRIVATE LIVES WITH
THE GROCER OR THE BUTCHER
OR THE CHICKEN RAISER, OR
IF WE ARE THE GROCER OR
CARPENTER OR BUTCHER OR
FARMER WE CAN DEAL WITH
OUR CUSTOMERS BECAUSE
WE ARE ALL ABOUT
THE SAME S/ZE."

BUT “THERE HAD BEEN
IN OUR COUNTRY A RIOT OF
INDIVIDUALISTIC MATERIALISM,
UNDER WHICH COMPLETE
FREEDOM FOR THE
INDIVIDUAL...

“...TURNED OUT
IN PRACTICE TO
MEAN PERFECT
FREEDOM FOR
THE STRONG
T0 RULE THE

(1/\\\ </
\7AYA
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[ s
I | | | I
..was what Teddy

domestic programs
— that protected the
weak From the
thoughtlessness
of the powerful.

TYRANNY!!
HE'S A
KING!!

called his many, many | |

After Upton Sinclair's
novel 7he Jungle was
published, exposing the

e

practices
industry.

|

Teddy protected 230 million
acres of public land From
private exploitation and
doubled the size of our

National Park System.

WOouLD You
LIKE ME TO
SUPERSIZE

..Teddy created a
federal agency, the
Food and Drug
Administration, to
inspect what we put
in our bodies to make
sure it was safe.

N

"KEEP THIS
GREAT WONDER OF
NATURE AS IT NOW
18! LEAVE IT AS IT

18, YOU CAN NOT
\ /MPROVE ON IT."

OH, HE SHOWS
UP TO SAY THE
SAME THING IN
EVERY BOOK.
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"THE WORST
REPRESENTATIVES OF BIG
BUSINESS ENCOURAGED THE
OUTCRY FOR THE TOTAL ABOLITION
OF BIG BUSINESS, BECAUSE THEY
KNEW THAT SUCH AN OUTCRY
DISTRACTED THE ATTENTION OF
THE PUBLIC FROM THE REALLY
EFFICIENT METHOD
OF CONTROLLING AND
SUPERVISING THEM.”

“..and also by the great
privileged interests
themselves, who used the
ordinarily - but sometimes
not entirely - weu-mqaning
‘'stool pigeon progressives’ to
Further their own cause.”

HEH, HEH...

THAT'S IT...

LOOK AT THEM,
ME.

People called Teddy's attitude "Progressivism,”
that the government needed to have more power
in business affairs to keep the competition and
greed inherent in the free-market capitalist

system from harming the individual citizen.

TEDDY FELT
THESE SAFEGUARDS
WERE NECESSARY TO
PROTECT CAPITALISM
FROM /TSELF.

WHAT WOULD
YOU RATHER HAVE...
REFORMS BY THE , --OR

"~ ATTACKS
GOVERNMENT... ATTICKS

— v
, /7 "WHEN I TOOK THE
PRESIDENCY, IT WAS
A COMMON AND BITTER |
SAYING THAT A BIG MAN,
(\ A RICH MAN, COULD NOT
BE PUT IN JAIL.

"WE PUT MANY
BJG AND R/CH MEN
IN JAIL; TWO UNITED
STATES SENATORS,
FOR INSTANCE, AND
AMONG OTHERS TWO
GREAT BANKERS...."
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\ Edward "Slates" Stead
L (the skinny one)

= 7 n -
But the most : They got into all sorts

active member : | of trouble around 1600 :
was Teddy | Pennsylvania Avenue.
himself. As : TAKE THAT,
people liked . | BLOODY, BLOODY
. < | ANDREW
JACKSON!

THIS ONE'S
FOR THE |
CHEROKEE!! /

"YOU MUST ALWAYS
REMEMBER THAT
THE PRESIDENT IS
ABOUT S/X."
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An enterprising Brooklyn
toy maker named Morris
Michtom saw the cartoon
and decided to make a
doll of the bear itself.

He put the
[ bear in the
window of
his shop
and it
became

an instant
bestseller!

GUIDES
CUT ITS
THROAT!

n

He sent one to the White House, and the
president gave Michton permission to
call them "Teddy Bears” - the same
name they have today!

AND THAT OH, NO.

FREED BEAR TEDDY JUST
LIVED HAPPILY WOULON'T
EVER AFTER? SHOOT IT.

I'M GOING
T0 CHARGE YOU
NOW FOR THE

NEED AS AN
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The Gang loved to
reenact the battle of WHY D0 T
San Juan Hill with ALWAYS HAVE

Teddy's actual sword. ;243/2/;:5/

’ T'M SORRY! ’ — HERE,
I'M S0RRY, WE'RE GOING LET'S SMEAR

TAFFY! IT'S AN 70 GET IN MY BLOOD ON

ACCIDENT! L\ THIS CHAIR - - WE'LL
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Certainly, Teddy did things the Founding Fathers
never thought a president should do.

Previous presidents avoided
doing things other than
what the Constitution said
they could do.

For the first 125 years of America's
existence, Congress was thought of as
the main branch of government, as it
had the power to make laws.

LET'S SEE..AM I
ALLOWED TO END
SLAVERY ON MY OWN...?
DOESN'T LOOK

=TEE HEE!*
THAT
TICKLES!

But Teddy began many
of his programs by
Executive Order,
bypassing Congress

completely. =
DOES THE

— - CONSTITUTION 5AY
=D\ V£ SHOULON'T

NOT..NOT
REALLY...

LET'S GO
FOR IT!

I'LL
HANDLE THIS,
PREZ-BOY!

SEPARATION
OF POWERS,

This expansion of powers made
Egople, see the presidents after
im difFerently - as the main,
most important person

in government.

AT 'EM,
PREZ-MAN!

HOLD ON,
CONGRESS KID!
IT MAY BE...TOO

DANGEROUS!
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He signed the Antiquities Act, which
protected America's archeological
treasures from looters and plunder.

— Teddy didn't want any other American animal
to meet the fate of the buFFalo, so he

— 1| | created wildlife refuges where animals and
plants could fFlourish away From hunters
and businesses alike.

R 4

"WHEN I HEAR
OF THE DESTRUCTION
OF A SPECIES T FEEL
JUST AS IF THE WORKS
OF SOME GREAT
WRITER HAD
PERISHED.”

< [

1S HE 5

KIiNG!
B0000!
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11\ 1L

..and knocked
him out with
a rifle butt!

Teddy refused,

saying it was bad

sport to kill a WHAT
Rl helpless animal. A POOR

CREATURE!

They went and
found Teddy, and
asked him 1f he
wanted to shoot
the bear.

The story became
public, and cartoonist
ClifFord K. Berryman
drew a picture of the

incident that made
the bear into

a cute little cub.
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..but one incident
NOW, PRESIDENT early in his presidency
ROOSEVELT HATED | cemented the nickname
BEING CALLED forever. =
"TEDDY"... ; He kept going on hunting

trips even while in the
wWhite House, and one took
him to Mississippi to
stalk black bear.

He and his
guides looked
and looked
but couldn't
Find any...

wbut his guides weren't going to

disappoint the most powerful and
Famous person in the country!

They located
a rather small
black bear on
their own...
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Roosevelt's popularity helped win a landslide Electoral College
victory for the Republican ticket, 292 to 155.

Teddy's enemies in Washington
thought the Republicans were
making a big mistake.

"DON'T ANY
OF YOU REALIZE
THAT THERE'S
ONLY ONE LIFE
BETWEEN THIS
MADMAN AND THE
PRESIDENCY?”

A receiving line formed 9
of people coming to
greet the president
and shake his hand.

inauguration, President
McKinley went to Buffalo,
New York, to attend tf
Pan-American Exposition,
a World's Fair celebrating
the New World's
accomplishments.

THE NEWSPAPERS
REPORTED THAT MCKINLEY
WOULD GREET THE PUBLIC ON
THE AFTERNOON OF SEPTEMBER &
AT THE TEMPLE OF MUS/C,

A CONCERT HALL ON THE
FAIRGROUNDS.
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President McKinley's
First vice president,
New Jersey senator

Teddy knew his enemies
in New York State wanted
0 to get rid of him, but he
Garret Hobart, died wanted to stay.
of heart disease on

November 21, 1899.

Republican leaders asked
Governor Roosevelt if he
would join their "ticket”
as the new vice-presi-
dential nominee.

He knew that vice presidents
rarely became president
themselves; it was an obscure
position where political
dreams ended.

Still, Teddy was so popular
around the country that he
couldn't stop Republican
delegates from nominating
him on their own.

; HOW DARE
He soon found himself YOU WRITE LYIN'

in the middle of she || arricLes asouT mam

Election of 1900, COLONEL IN YOUR

campaigning around
the country for NEWSPAPER?!

McKinley, again with
Fellow Rough Riders.
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The United States, partly out

of a Monroe Doctrine-type
attempt to keep the

Europeans out of the TLL
Western hemisphere... [ zaceane

OF THIS!

..agreed to pay for,
build, and maintain the
canal for the good of
the whole world (and
oF course the US).

But Colombia wanted
more money for the
land, so it rejected the
original canal treaty.

There was already an
independence movement
within the State of
Panama, which the i
Roosevelt administration
now Felt fFree to support.

Panamanians rose up on November 3,
1903, and seized Colombian officials
and army officers, imprisoning them
without bloodshed.

Critics accused
the United States
of masterminding
the whole thing.

An American gunboat showed up and
landed sailors and marines "to
protect American interests,” but
mostly to discourage a Colombian
counterattack. Panama declared
its independence.

YOU STOLE
PANAMA FROM
Us! HOW DARE
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Meanwhile, Teddy Teddy wrote, "During the nearly four
instantly inherited hundred years that had elapsed since
all the unfinished Balboa crossed the Isthmus, there had
work of the McKinley been a good deal of talk about
Administration... building an Isthmus canal."

SOMETHING'S
BLOCKING THE
DOOR!

..not the least
oF which was the
White House's
attempt to get
a canal built
between the
Atlantic and
Pacific Oceans
through the
Isthmus ("narrow
strip of land”)
OF Panama in
what was then
Colombia.

80 CLOSE
AND YET

Such a canal would greatly
reduce the time and dangers
of shipping, as in order to
go From one ocean to the
other, vessels had to dare
the hazardous Cape Horn,
south of Argentina.
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Wielding this
stick, Teddy
helped negotiate
the end of a
strike between
coal miners and
mine owners that
could have led to
many families
Freezing in the
winter of 1902...

...he helped to
negotiate an end
to a war between
Russia and Japan
in 1905, which
made him the
First US president
to win the Nobel
Peace Prize..

..and he forced
Britain, Germany,
and Italy to bacl
down from their
blockade of
Venezuela over
that country's
failure to pay
their Foreign
debt!

The US took char%e in Europe's dealings with Latin and South
America in what became known as the "Roosevelt Corollary”
to the Monroe Doctrine.
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WHAT "/ our ForCES N\
00500 A
WE WANTED ' 7|
MEAN?  5UR CANAL - WAS SMART YOU
PANAMA WANTED DIDN'T START
THEIR COUNTRY! ANY MORE...

IT WAS A «VIOLENCE.

COMPLETELY
FAIR TRADE!

People called Teddy's He talked peacefully - more
Foreign policy "Big peacefully than many people

stick Diplomacy.” SOFR% 28T || thought possible = but the

threat of America's military
A BIG ARMY! always hung in the air!

Soon the Panama Canal
Treaty was signed by the
new nation and the USA,
which gave the United

J States power over the
Canal Zone itself, and
construction on the

{ waterway began.
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Before Czolgosz could shoot a third time,
the man behind him in line, a tall African
American From Atlanta named James
Parker, punched him in the neck!

"DON’T But his rescuers were too
LET HIM late - President McKinley
GET AWAY!” had been mortally wounded,
and died eight days later.
"HANG

HIM = GET
THE ROPE!”
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P+

One of the people in line was

8 Leon Czolgosz, a troubled man
who had Failed at everything
he had ever tried.

He had a vague interest in P 4
anarchism - the belief that » #
humanity would be better off

if g1l governments were

gotten rid of.

THANK YOU
FOR COMING,
YOUNG MAN,
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At the same time,
almost 400 miles
away in Manhattan,
an unemployed
bartender named
John F. Schrank
had a strange

THE -
THE VICE
PRESIDENT?
HE HAD YOU
KILLED?!

&

"THIS 18
N 1y mueDEREe! Yot
AVENGE MY
DEATH!"

Schrank would think
about that dream a lot
over the next eleven
years, until finally he
decided to act on it.

CAN IT...
CAN IT BE
POSSIBLE?
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On September 13, an Adirondacks
park guide‘r‘an toward a vacationing
Teddy bearing a telegram that said
McKinley was dying.

Teddy was asked to
come to Buffalo.

He raced there as
soon as he could,
arriving not long
after the president
had passed.

"AND IN THIS HOUR OF
DEEP AND TERRIBLE
NATIONAL BEREAVEMENT
I WISH TO STATE THAT
IT SHALL BE MY AIM...

On September 14, in the
Buffalo home of Teddy's
Friend Ashley Wilcox..

"..TO CONTINUE
ABSOLUTELY UNBROKEN
THE POLICY OF PRESIDENT
MCKINLEY FOR THE
PEACE, PROSPERITY,
AND THE HONOR OF OUR
BELOVED COUNTRY.”

"I SHALL
TAKE THE
OATH AT

"PLEASE RAISE
YOUR RIGHT HAND
AND REPEAT
AFTER ME:

"I, THEODORE
ROOSEVELT...”

"I, THEODORE
ROOSEVELT...”
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VICE PRESIDENT..

S0 in 1804 the TwelFth Amendment The Constitution only gives the VP
to the Constitution was passed, a couple of powers, the most
which made electors vote For important of which, of course, is
president and vice president his 'understudy” role, becoming
separately. resident in the event of his
Political parties 0ss's death or removal.
run both candidates
on a single "ticket.”

He's also the ..but while he's All of this was so frustrating to
president of supposed to be the nation's First vice president,
the Senate, present for John Adams, that he declared
meaning he debates, he's not the vice presidency was:

casts the | actually allowed

tie-breaking | | to say anything.

vote when

needed...

"THE MOST
INSIGNIFICANT
OFFICE THAT EVER L]
THE INVENTION OF
MAN CONTRIVED OR
HIS IMAGINATION
CONCEIVED!”
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le— =&

r
2 "..whereas, as I found out
¥ later, pretty much ever'ybodz
B clse was as much in the dar!
as I was."
A7 7 /
%/, "R'? .
J " & S A IV

7

i | | i da 4 FS) me
F Teddy wrote, 'T was wearing [J]

&= my sword, which in thick
m {’ungle now and then got J
etween my legs -

Y i S

d "- from that day
¥ on it always went
corded in the
baggage.”

| The Americans drove ‘ S
the 8panish back with ) . YEEE-HAW!
withering fire, then / "LOOK AT THOSE
a charge from both YANKEES RUN!”
columns sent the / b4
( enemy running.

110\
t;‘

MNANN
RN/
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Now adding "war hero” to his list of other
accomplishments, Teddy was surprised to learn
that the Republicans had nominated him to
become governor of his home state of New York.

often with fFellow Rough Riders. One of / i

his enthusiastic veterans said, HE WON HANDILY

meaning to be helpful: ‘&'g i%%%%?:g ;g

"WHEN IT FORM ~ WHICH I8

CAME TO THE A FORM.
GREAT DAY HE i

LED US UP SAN
JUAN HILL LIKE HE PASSED AN
SHEEP TO THE ANTI-SPOILER C/VIL
SLAUGHTER AND SERVICE LAW AND
80 WILL HE IMPROVED SAFETY
LEAD YOu.” N\ CONDITIONS FOR
A WORKERS.,

Teddy camgaigned throughout the state,
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To add insult to injury, Teddy
got yelled at by his commanding
officer for abandoning Kettle

Hill instead of staying to turn
back a counterattack.

But soon the Americans
were victorious - in
both the battle and

e
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THE AMERICAN

..comes out of the US's

weird method of national
elections popularly known
as the Electoral College.

The person who got the most votes
became president, and the person
who got the second most votes
became vice president.

Though the Constitution was originally

designed not to work with a two-party

system, a two-&ar‘t system developed
el

immediately after the administration of
the First president, George Washington.

The Constitution £first said
that electors could vote for
two people for president, so
long as one vote was not for
someone From the same state
as that elector.

DUDE!
I CAN'T VOTE
FOR WASHY-G
TWICE, DUDE?

/ e \

\/ _NO WAY, DUDE!
YOU'RE FROM VIRGINIA
700! VOTE FOR
J-ADAMS FROM
MASSACHUSETTS,
THOUGH. HE'S A
RIGHTEOUS
DUDE, DUDE!

The problems with vice-president-
as-second-place under this system
gu;.cldy became obvious, in that it
orced two political enemies to work
together in the same government.

Sounds like a nice and noble
idea in theory, but the reality
was kind of a nightmare.
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This made him very popular to the voters and made the elites
in government and business very nervous.

j ? - BUT PEOPLE
i e ah i v N[ LOVE HIMLWE CAN'T THERE MUST

OUR BUTTS EVER || JUST DUMP HIM! OUR 95 Esgﬁtflgéﬁs

SINCE HE FIRST VOTERS WILL TURN H
TOOK PUBLIC N ON us! _ ’ZIA‘N#Hgoiﬁg

DAMAGE....

ARE YOU
THINKING WHAT
I'M THINKING?

wLET'S MAKE
HIM VICE
PRES/DENT! }
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Teddy would famously call this
‘my crowded hour.”

Gatling guns, one of the
earliest machine guns,
helped their advance by
pinning down the enem
at the top of Kettle Hill.

Spanish Fire broke up the
regiments and black and
white troops quickly
became mixed together.

"ARE You
AFRAID TO STAND
UP WHEN I AM ON

HORSEBACK?”

Teddy rode his horse
to better direct his
men, but that made
him an easier target
For the Spanish
troops.

As they charged up the
hill, a $paniard leaped
Forward to attack
Teddy, but he shot
the man dead with
his revolver -

- a revolver that
had been recovered
From the wreck of
the Maine.
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The Americans marched
toward the second largest
city in Cuba, Santiago.

The Signal Corps surveyed the
area in a hot-air balloon that
made good target practice for
the Spanish.

High hills, guarded by
over 5000 Spanish troops,
protected Santiago from
the jungle beyond.

On July 1, 1898, the Rough Riders
attacked Kettle Hill with the
all-African-American 10th Cavalry,
famously dubbed "Buffalo Soldiers”
by Native Americans either because
of their fierce fighting in the
Indian wars...

.or for their
curly hair, like
a buffalo's...
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Future World War I Q
hero Lt. Gen.

“Black Jack"* ‘White regiments, black regiments, regulars and Rough

Pershing, present | Riders, representing the young manhood of the North

at the battle, and South, Fought shoulder to shoulder, unmindful of

remembered: race or color, unmindful of whether commanded by an
ex-Confederate or not, and mindful of only their
common duty as Americans.”

Even though the charge up San )
Juan Hill made Teddygan instant |ull * He got the nickname for

J : commanding the all-African-
- hero and md;a star back home... Ameriten BufFalo Soldiers

%

..the Fighting ,

was actually WE'RE...
over by the UH...HERE
time the T0 RESCUE
started to you?
the top!

WE'RE
G00D!
THANKS!
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There was heavy
., hand-to-hand
fighting at the top,
but a BufFfalo Soldier
planted the American
Flag once the
Spaniards were
beaten back.

At the same time,
another American
force had attacked
nearby San Juan
Heights.

Teddy saw that the enemy
had the Americans pinned
down and decided to help
by leading his troops from
Kettle Hill across a ravine

to 8an Juan.

At first,

LET'S
GO MEN -

CHARGE!

only five men
Followed him

because they
couldn't hear

him.

I 54/0,
'CHARGE "!!

OH, T
THOUGHT
YOoU SAID,
"MARGE."”

WHICH
WOULD HAVE
BEEN WEIRD.
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To get across the mountains to Cuba's cities, the "Rough Walkers" had to march
through a pass the locals called Las Gudsimas, after its hog-nut trees (gudcimas).

! The commander of cavalry, Major

General Joseph ("Fighting Joe")
Wheeler, was an old Confederate
Army veteran who sometimes
Forgot which war he was in.

THIS WAY, BOYS,
TO WASHINGTON, DC!
WE'LL WHIP THE
UNION AND THROW
LYIN' ABE LINCOLN
IN CUFFS YET!

NO, NO, NO... Y
THIS ISN'T THE
\ CiVIL...
FANZTRR Y /2 ’I“\:\
onb o ]l Bt s ROOSEVELT, Y0U
; :

T T STILL WARM!

LEAD THE ROUGH RIDERS
THE YANKEES THAT WAY, THROUGH THE
/ WOODS, WHILE THE REST
OF U8 CONTINUE DOWN
- THE PATH.

-

' surPRISE 'EM
ONE WAY OR

Teddy had a bunch of newspaper reporters with
\\ him, including Stephen Crane, Famous For writing
the Civil War novel The Red Badge of Courage.
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The Americans couldn't
get close enough to unload
what few horses they did
bring, so they were simply
dumped in the ocean and
expected to swim their
way to the beach.

..which turned them
around and brought
them to shore.

The panicked animals
started swimming
out to sea!
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I DON'T SEE
ANYTHING....

LOOK - THIS
BARBED-WIRE
FENCE HAS
BEEN CUT!

on them through the leaves,
‘making a sound like the
ripping of a silk dress.”

RECENTLY, T00 -
THE ENDS HAVEN'T

RUSTED YET... ..T KNOW

THAT FROM
MY RANCHING

It was Teddy's first
taste of real battle,
and it was terrifying.

"I had an awful time trying
to get into the fight and
trying to do what was
right when in it..”

“...and all the while I was
thinking that I was the
only man who did not know
what I was about, and that
all the others did.."
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Though there was no evidence who had bombed the Maine,
if it had been bombed, the incident ruined
relations between Spain and the US.

Congress passed a resolution
demanding Spain legve Cuba,
s0 Spain broke off diplomatic
relations with the US.

WHAT - WHY,
ROOSEVELT? A WAR
18 STARTING ~ ISN'T

THAT WHAT YOU
ALWAYS WANTED?

When the US Navy blockaded
Cuba on April 21, Spain declared
war on the US on April 24.

Congress declared

war on Spain on
1 25 :
I DID IT
RST! ME!

wbackdating the
declaration For April
21, so0 America could
say they technically
declared war £irst.

INDEED!

S0 NOW I'M
GOING T0 GO
FIGHT IN IT!
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WHAT DO
YOU HAVE
THERE, SIR?

Hove
. ORDER THE SQUADRON T0
zﬁ)fvﬁgykﬁgp FULL OF COAL. IN THE EVENT

Q_ () OF DECLARATION WAR SPALN, FOUR DUTY

WILL BE T0 Spp
o TEAT THE SPANTSY

W DOES o 17 T
Fouior AsTarr;
W 08 g CPRITI gy

LADS — g gy

/“h- =

I THINK
11imp1 HAT T
hilippines, another Wi THEODORE ROOSEVEL’
g o e )
se For the empir
gscic'-‘ic Fleet.) ON SPAIN!
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-y

s -
| Meanwhile, an ocean

away, Teddy's early

war preparations

paid of¥.
Commodore Dewey's ships

w sailed to the Philippines and
Z 72| caught the Spanish fleet by
complete surprise on
!
&
-

May 1, 1898, sinking all of it!

2 5

The United States had seized
the main Spanish possession
in the Pacific, and was now
1 moving on Cuba, its biggest
colony in the Atlantic.

The United States Army deployed From Roosevelt was stunned to learn
Tampa, Florida, was the largest armed that not only was there no room on
Force ever to leave American shores the transport ships for all of his
(up until that point). men, there was absolutely no room
For any but a few horses.

HAW! WE'RE
NOT TEDDY'S ROUGH
RIDERS - BUT
"WO0D'S WEARY

WALKERS™!

LIGHTED!
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Teddy formed an elite The newspapers called them
company of mounted "Teddy's Texas Tarantulas,”
Frontiersmen ofFicially "Teddy's Cowboy Contingent,”
known as "The First Us and "Teddy Terrors,” even
Volunteer Cavalry.” though technically Roosevelt
; was second-in-command of
the regiment.

JUST LOOK
AT MY "HARUM-
SCARUM ROUGH

RIDERS"!

(Fortunately, the actual Rough Rider
commander, Col. Leonard Wood, didn't
mind Teddy hogging all the attention.) |

The Rough Riders were a wild bunch, comprised
of Teddy's buddies from his ranching days;
cowboys; sheriffs; the ex-mayor of Prescott,
Arizona; Native American scouts; the world's
greatest polo player; Harvard's starting
quarterback; a United States tennis champion;
and other action-loving characters.

"THE COMMANDER
IN CHIEF OF THE
AMERICAN ARMY |8
ONE TED ROOSEVELT,
FORMERLY A NEW YORK
CITY POLICEMAN."
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This did not
go well.

Three weeks after Maine's
arrival, at 9:40 p.m. on February
15, 1898, a massive explosion

erupted in the harbor.

Cubans rushed to the scene to
find that the Maine had blown
to smithereens, killing 261
OFf the ship's 355-man crew.

Nobody really knew
what had happened.
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NOTHING
CRAZY! WILL

DDDDOON'T

" DDDDD0O AMAAANYTHING

CCCCCRAZY WWWWWHILE
TIITI'MM GGGGGONE!

SEND THIS MESSAGE
TO COMMODORE DEWEY,
COMMANDER OF OUR
PACIFIC OCEAN YES, SIR,
FLEET, AT ONCE! [ MR. ASSISTANT

,
!

SECRETARY,
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Many people, including President McKinley,
thought that the terrible tragedy was an accident.

The ship's Forecastle was filled Many others, including Teddy, called
with gunpowder and surrounded it an gttack. Some said that Spain
by wiring, Any short circuit or Floated a mine at the ship to get
related eleccrical problem the Americans out of their hair.
could have ﬁr‘ov:.ded the spark

to ignite the explosion.

TERRIBLE, WELL, T AM GOING
TERR/BLE NEWS T0 TAKE THE REST OF
ABOUT THE MAINE, THE DAY OFF - T HAVE
ROOSEVELT! BEEN HAVING A LOT OF
ACHES AND PAINS, AND
INDEED THIS ELECTRICAL
IT 18, SIR! MASSAGE MACHINE
18 QUITE HELPFUL!

IT LOOKS 540
SPAIN, BUT A THOROUGH |

INVESTIGATION WILL HAVE
T0 BE MADE OF THE DISASTER
BEFORE WE MAKE ANY HASTY

DECISIONS, NO?






