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To call Bermuda from another country:         To charge international calls:

Dial the international access code:                 AT&T Direct................. 1-800-872-2881

from the US or Canada........1-441                MCI..............................   1-800-888-8000 from the UK.....................001-441                   Sprint........................... 1-800-623-0877

plus the 7-digit local number.

To make a direct international call              To call within Bermuda:  from Bermuda:                                Dial the 7-digit number.

To the US or Canada:                          Directory Assistance: 

Dial 1 plus the area code and local number.       Dial 411. To all other countries:

International operator:

Dial 001 plus the country code (the UK

is 44), the area code, and the local number.        Dial 00.

For further information, see Fast Facts in appendix A.

 

RIC CONVERSI

ET               ON

  M                          S   

 

To convert..................... multiply by U.S. gallons to liters.....................3.80 Liters to U.S. gallons....................0.26 U.S. gallons to imperial gallons...0.83

110˚F

Imperial gallons to U.S. gallons...1.20

40˚C

100˚F                              Imperial gallons to liters..............4.55

Liters to imperial gallons.............0.22

90˚F

30˚C                     1 liter = 0.26 U.S. gallon

80˚F                                     1 U.S. gallon = 3.8 liters

70˚F

20˚C

60˚F                               To convert..................... multiply by

50˚F           10˚C                inches to centimeters...................2.54

centimeters to inches...................  0.39

40˚F feet to meters...............................  0.30

32˚F           0˚C                 meters to feet...............................3.28

yards to meters.............................  0.91

20˚F meters to yards.............................1.09

miles to kilometers.......................1.61

-10˚C

10˚F                               kilometers to miles.......................0.62

0˚F  1 ft. = 0.30 m  1 mile = 1.6 km -18˚C

1 m = 3.3 ft. 1 km = 0.62 mile

-10˚F

-20˚F           -30˚C

To convert.....................  multiply by Ounces to grams........................28.35

To convert F to C:                   Grams to ounces........................     0.035

subtract 32 and                    Pounds to kilograms....................0.45

multiply by  Kilograms to pounds................... 2.20  5/9  (0.555)

To convert C to F:                           1 ounce = 28 grams

multiply by 1.8 1 pound = 0.4555 kilogram

and add 32                          1 gram = 0.04 ounce

32˚F = 0˚C                      1 kilogram = 2.2 pounds
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ABOUT THE AUTHORS

As a team of veteran travel writers, Darwin Porter and Danforth Prince have pro-

duced numerous titles for Frommer’s, including guides to Italy, France, the Caribbean, 

England, Germany, and Spain. A film critic, newspaper columnist, and radio broad-

caster, Porter is also a Hollywood biographer, author of at least four critically acclaimed overviews of little-known aspects of, among others, Humphrey Bogart, Katharine Hep-

burn, and Howard Hughes. Porter’s 2006 biography of Marlon Brando (Brando 

Unzipped) was cited by London’s Sunday Times as “one of the best show-biz biographies 

of the year.” Prince was formerly employed by the Paris bureau of the New York Times, and is today the president of Blood Moon Productions and other media-related firms. 

Porter and Prince’s latest project, Hollywood Babylon—IT’S BACK!!, released in 2008, 

presents a “brainy but prurient” overview of celebrity excess, as filtered through 75 years 

of Hollywood scandal.

 

HOW TO CONTACT US

In researching this book, w e discovered many wonder ful places—hotels, r estaurants, shops, 

and more. We’re sure you’ll find others. Please tell us about them, so we can share the informa-

tion with your fellow travelers in upcoming editions. If you were disappointed with a recom-

mendation, we’d love to know that, too. Please write to:

Frommer’s Bermuda 2010

Wiley Publishing, Inc. • 111 River St. • Hoboken, NJ 07030-5774

 

AN ADDITIONAL NOTE

Please be advised that trav el information is subject to change at any time—and this is espe-

cially true of prices. We therefore suggest that you write or call ahead for confirmation when 

making your travel plans. The authors, editors, and publisher cannot be held r esponsible for 

the experiences of r eaders while trav eling.  Your safety is impor tant to us, ho wever, so w e 

encourage you to stay alert and be aware of your surroundings. Keep a close eye on cameras, 

purses, and wallets, all favorite targets of thieves and pickpockets.

 

Other Great Guides for Your Trip:

 

Frommer’s Cruises & Ports of Call

The Unofficial Guide to Cruises




FROMMER’S STAR RATINGS, ICONS & ABBREVIATIONS

Every hotel, restaurant, and attraction listing in this guide has been ranked for quality , value, 

service, amenities, and special featur es using a star-rating system. I n countr y, state, and 

regional guides, w e also rate to wns and r egions to help y ou narrow down your choices and 

budget y our time accor dingly. Hotels and r estaurants are rated on a scale of z ero (recom-

mended) to three stars (exceptional). Attractions, shopping, nightlife, towns, and regions are 

rated accor ding to the follo wing scale: z ero stars (r ecommended), one star (highly r ecom-

mended), two stars (very highly recommended), and three stars (must-see).

In addition to the star-rating system, we also use seven feature icons that point you to the 

great deals, in-the-know advice, and unique experiences that separate trav elers from tourists. 

Throughout the book, look for:

 

Finds          Special finds—those places only insiders know about

 

Fun Facts   Fun facts—details that make travelers more informed and their trips more fun

Kids           Best bets for kids and advice for the whole family

 

Moments     Special moments—those experiences that memories are made of

 

Overrated      Places or experiences not worth your time or money

Tips           Insider tips—great ways to save time and money

 

Value         Great values—where to get the best deals

 

The following abbreviations are used for credit cards:

AE  American  Express         DISC  D iscover          V Visa

  DC  D iners Club             MC  M asterCard

 

TRAVEL RESOURCES AT FROMMERS.COM

Frommer’s travel resources don’t end with this guide. Frommers.com has travel information 

on more than 4,000 destinations. We update features regularly, giving you access to the most 

current trip-planning information and the best air fare, lodging, and car-rental bargains. You 

can also listen to podcasts, connect with other F rommers.com members through our active-

reader forums, share your travel photos, read blogs from guidebook editors and fellow travelers, 

and much more.




What’s New in Bermuda

 

WHERE TO STAY  The most opul ent    WHERE TO DINE  In the R eef Hotel, a 

hotel in the histor y of Bermuda, Tucker’s     formal restaurant, Royston’s, has opened 

Point H otel & S pa, 60  Tucker’s P oint    at 56 South Rd. (& 441/238-0222), serv-Club Dr. (& 866/604-3764 or 441/298- ing a r efined, full-flavored, and inv entive 

9800), made its debut in the spring of  continental cuisine. I t’s one of the best 

2009. It was r econstructed on the site of  choices for dining in a hotel on the island. 

the Castle H arbour Club, once the most  The chef uses locally made products when 

famous hotel in B ermuda. S et on 200  available, ev en marinating poultr y dishes 

landscaped acres, the hotel is the epitome     in Bermudian black rum.

of r esort luxur y. C reative styling fairly  One of B ermuda’s former best r estau-

oozes out of the place, and its centerpiece  rants, La Coquille, has been transformed 

is a balconied, big-windowed manor house    into the ev en better Broadway Bistro at 

filled with contemporary art.                 Coquille, East B roadway in H amilton 

Across the harbor fr om the capital of      (& 441/292-6122), serving one of Bermu-

Hamilton, Bay C ity G uest H ouse, 53  da’s best French cuisines. The chef prefers 

Pitts Rd. (& 441/295-1275), has no pool  old-time bistr o fav orites familiar to all 

nor beach, but it ’s a bright, air y, well-run  those who’ve been to P aris. Dishes range 

place to stay . I n a former mansion, its  from steak frites to frog legs provençale.

bedrooms open onto scenic vie ws of the        At the delux e Tucker’s Point Hotel & harbor. Accommodations are traditionally    Spa, 60 Tucker’s Point Club Dr. (& 441/

furnished and quite spacious.                 298-9800), the swanky Point Restaurant

An old B ermuda home, Erith G uest  has opened to acclaim with its first-rate 

House, 15 P omander Rd. ( & 441/232- Mediterranean cuisine. A seasoned chef 

1827), has been transformed into the lat- treats local pr oduce with car e in classic, 

est B&B to open on the island. G     uest    technically precise dishes. The decor cele-

rooms ar e ex ceedingly bright and w ell  brates the maritime heritage of B ermuda, 

maintained, with comfortable furnishings,  centering on an extraor dinary and large 

even a kitchenette. A swimming pool and  mural. Favored guests eat in the kitchen at 

hot tub are found in the courtyard.           the chef ’s table.

 

ments, 6 Warwickshire Rd. (& 441/238-   Port Royal Golf Course, 5 Middle Rd. in 3577 ), is one of the most affor dable Southampton ( On the South Shore, Clairfont Apart-    ACTIVE PURSUIT S  At long last the & 441/234-0974), has 

accommodations on the island, r enting  been restored at the cost of several million 

eight w ell-maintained units with a sepa- dollars. O riginally designed b y R obert 

rate living and dining ar ea. I t caters to  Trent Jones, Sr., in 1970, it has been made 

self-sufficient types, and lies only a 5-min- better than ever, reopening in the summer 

ute walk from a beach of pink sands. of 2009. Its 15th and 16th holes are just as  2    beautiful but also as “ dangerous” as ev er.     especially scuba div ers and under water 

They are played on windy cliff tops o ver- photographers. G uests on this luxur y 

looking Whale Bay. vessel occupy one of thr ee en-suite state-

In another dev elopment, the char tered  rooms and dine on a cuisine prepared by a 

yacht, M.Y. Bermuda IV, N o. 3 S towe  highly skilled chef . I t’s also possible for 

Hill in P aget Parish ( & 441/232-7000),  other vacationers to call and try to arrange 

is no w accepting liv e-aboard guests,   a sumptuous dinner aboard the yacht.
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The Best of Bermuda 1

 

If you’ve decided that Bermuda sounds like the per fect place to relax, feel

free to star t unwinding right no w, because w e’ve done all the legwor k for y ou. Below 

you’ll find our carefully compiled lists of the best that Bermuda has to offer, from beaches 

and dive sites to r esorts, restaurants, and sightseeing—and nearly ev erything else y ou’ll 

want to see and do. For the locations of many of these items, see the maps “ The Best of 

Outdoor Bermuda” and “Bermuda’s Best Accommodations” at the front of this book.

 

1  THE BEST BEACHES

 

Your first priority on y our Bermuda vaca-       here—the waters ar e clear and marine 

tion probably will be to kick back at the          life comes in close to shore. See p. 159.

beach. B ut which beach? H otels often     • Chaplin Bay (Warwick and Southamp-

have private stretches of sand, which we’ve  ton parishes): At the southern extremity 

described in each accommodations r eview       of S outh S hore P ark, straddling the 

(see chapter 5). There are many fine public       boundary of two parishes, this small 

beaches as w ell. H ere’s our top-10 list,          but secluded beach almost completely 

arranged clockwise ar ound the island,        disappears during storms and par ticu-

beginning with the south-shor e beaches        larly high tides. An open-air coral bar-

closest to the City of H amilton. For loca- rier rises fr om the water , par tially 

tions, see the color map “     The B est of        separating one half of the beach fr om 

Outdoor B ermuda” at the fr ont of this        the other. See p. 160. book, and for more details, see chapter 7.     • Horseshoe Bay (Southampton Parish): 

•                                                            This is B ermuda’s most famous beach, Elbow Beach (Paget Parish): The pale 

pink sand stretches for almost a mile at        and it ’s one of the best for families. 

 

hotels sit on its perimeter. Because pro-       to S eptember.  The Beach Cafe ( & 441/238-2651) offers tective coral r eefs surr ound it, E lbow complete facilities, including waters-Beach is one of the safest beaches on the ports equipment rental. See p. 160. beaches in B ermuda. A t least thr ee  Bay has a lifeguar d on duty fr om May  Horseshoe B ay  Elbow Beach, one of the most popular  Unlike most island beaches, H orseshoe 

island for swimming. See p. 157.

•  • Church Bay (Southampton Parish): If  Warwick Long B ay  (Warwick Parish): 

This popular beach, on the south side  you like to snor kel, this southw estern 

of S outh S hore P ark, featur es a half-        beach is for y ou.  The r elatively calm 

mile stretch of sand against a backdr op       waters, sheltered by offshore reefs, har-

of scr ubland and lo w grasses. D espite       bor a variety of marine life, and a con-

frequent winds, an offshor e reef keeps  cession stand sells snacks and r ents 

the waves surprisingly small. Less than  snorkel gear . S unbathers lo ve the  

 

island appears to be floating abo ve the        beach. See p. 161. Somerset Long B ay • 60m (200 ft.) offshor e, a jagged coral         unusually deep , pink sands of this

water.  There is ex cellent snor keling   (S andys P arish): 

The waters off this beach ar     e often 4    Bermuda
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unsafe for swimming, but its isolation  for nothing else.  This beach is w ell-

will appeal to any one who wants to         known among beach buffs, but it     ’s 

escape the cr owds. With about a quar- rarely overcrowded and there’s always a 

ter-mile of sand, the cr escent-shaped  spot in the sun just waiting for you. See 

beach is ideal for strolling. The undevel-       p. 161.

oped parkland of Sandys Parish shelters    • Tobacco B ay (S t. G eorge’s P arish): A  

it from the rest of the island. See p. 161. popular stretch of pale pink sand, this is  

• Shelly Bay (Hamilton Parish): On the       the most fr equented beach on S    t. 

north shore, you’ll discover calm waters  George’s Island. It offers lots of facilities, 

and soft, pink sand—and y ou’ll want 

5
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including equipment rentals and a snack       sand for which the south shor     e is  

bar. See p. 161. famous. There’s usually a lifeguar d on 

• John Smith’s Bay (Smith’s Parish): The  duty fr om M ay to S eptember—a plus 

only public beach in S mith’s Parish is        for families. There are toilet and chang-

long and flat. I t boasts the pale pink          ing facilities on-site. See p. 162.




6              2  THE BEST OUTDOOR PURSUITS

 

See chapter 7 for details on arranging any  of nooks and crannies waiting to be dis-

of these activities. covered.  With the fr esh wind of the  

•  Atlantic blo wing in y our hair, y ou can   Golf:  Known for its outstanding courses, 

Bermuda attracts the world ’s leading   embark on y our own voyage of disco v-

golfers. Over the y ears, such luminaries   ery, exploring Great Sound and its islets, 

as President Eisenhower, President Tru- including Long I sland and H awkins 

man, and the Duke of Windsor have hit  Island.  Tiny, secluded beaches beckon  

A the island ’s links. R olling, hummocky   you to put do wn anchor and r elax 

fairways characterize the courses. M any  awhile. If you’re a novice, try Mangrove 

avid golfers come to Bermuda to “collect  Bay; it’s protected and safer than some of 

courses.” See “ The Best Golf Courses,”  the more turbulent seas. See “More Fun 

below, for our top picks, and p. 169.           in the Water,” in chapter 7.

 OF BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      •                                                            Biking: You can’t rent a car on Bermuda, • Diving: If you’re happiest under the sea, 

Bermuda has what y ou’re looking for .  so you might as well hit the road on two 

 BEST wheels. M ost of the island isn ’t gr eat  That includes the wr ecks of countless  

THE ships, underwater caves, rich r eefs, and,  cycling terrain; the roads are narrow and 

during most of the year, warm, gin-clear  the traffic is heavy . S o w e suggest that  

1 waters. All ar ound the island y ou’ll find  you head for the Railway  Trail, the  

a kaleidoscope of coral and marine life   island’s pr emier bike path.  The pav ed 

that’s the most v aried in this par t of the  trail, which follo ws the former r oute of 

world. M any scuba exper ts consider  Bermuda’s railway line, r uns almost the  

Bermuda one of the safest and best entire length of the island. S ee “O ther 

places to learn the sport. Seasoned divers        Outdoor Pursuits,” in chapter 7.

will not be disappointed, either—B er- • Horseback Riding: S teering a horse 

muda has terrific diving areas for experts.  through the dune grass and oleander , 

 BEST DIVE SITES especially at S outh S hore P ark, is an  Depths begin at 7.5m (25 ft.) or less, but 

THE experience y ou won ’t want to miss.  can ex ceed 24m (79 ft.). S ome wr ecks 

are in about 9m (30 ft.) of water , which  Because this sport is restricted to super-

puts them within the range of snorkelers.  vised trails on Bermuda, it can be all the 

See “ The B est D ive S ites,” belo w, and   more memorable—you’ll have the gor-

“Scuba Diving,” in chapter 7. geous seascapes all to y ourself. H orse-

•  back-riding centers guide y ou on trails  Boating & Sailing:  Yachters around the 

world agr ee: B ermuda is one of the through the best of the countryside and 

world’s top boating destinations. M any       to beautiful hidden spots along the people forget that B ermuda isn ’t one   north coast. S ee “Other Outdoor Pur-

island, but an archipelago, with all kinds        suits,” in chapter 7.

 

3  THE BEST DIVE SITES

 

The following are some of the most ex cit- “The B est of O utdoor B ermuda,” at the 

ing ship wreck and coral-r eef div es. S ee     front of this book.

“Scuba Diving,” in chapter 7, for informa-    • The Constellation: This 60m (197-ft.), 

tion about div e outfitters and for mor e  four-masted schooner , which wr ecked 

about the sites described belo w. For loca- en route to  Venezuela with a cargo of 

tions of the shipwrecks, see the color map 

glassware, drugs, and whiskey in 1943,        standing about 17m (56 ft.) off the          7

lies in 9m (30 ft.) of water off the              ocean floor.

northwest side of the island, about         • The North C arolina: One of B ermu-

13km (8 miles) nor thwest of the R oyal  da’s most color ful and w ell-preserved 

Naval Dockyard. The true story of this  wrecks, this E nglish sailing bar kentine 

ship inspir ed P eter B enchley to write         foundered in 1879 and no w lies in 

The Deep.                                 about 12m (39 ft.) of water off the 

• The Cristóbal C olón: The  largest  western portion of the island. The bow, 

known ship wreck in B ermuda’s waters       stern, masts, and rigging ar e all pr e-

is this 144m (472-ft.) S panish luxur y       served, and all sor ts of vibrant marine 

liner; it ran agr ound in 1936 on a          life call the wreck home.                   THE

 

northern reef between North Rock and    • The Rita Z ovetta: A 120m (394-ft.)       BEST OF BERMUD North Breaker. It lies in 9 to 17m (30– Italian cargo ship , lying in 6 to 21m 

56 ft.) of water. (20–69 ft.) of water off the south side of 

• The Hermes:  This 50m (164-ft.)       the island, the Rita Zovetta ran aground 

steamer ship rests in some 24m (79 ft.)        off S t. D avid’s I sland in 1924. I t’s a 

of water about 1.5km (1 mile) off War- favorite with underwater photographers 

wick Long B ay on the south shor e. It       because of the kaleidoscope of fish that 

foundered in 1985.  The Hermes, the       inhabit the area.                          A

Rita Zovetta, and the Tauton (see below)    • The Tauton: This popular dive site is a 

 

are B ermuda fav orites because of the  Norwegian coastal steamer that sank in   1  incredible multicolor ed v ariety of fish  1920. It lies in 3 to 12m (10–39 ft.) of  THE  that populate the waters ar ound the  water off the nor th end of the island 

ships. You’ll have a chance to see gr ou- and is home to numer ous v arieties of    BEST GOLF C

per, brittle starfish, spiny lobster, crabs,        colorful marine life.

banded coral shrimp , queen angels,     • South W est  Breaker: This  coral-reef 

tube sponge, and more.                     dive off the south shor e, about 2.5km 

• L’Herminie: A first-class, 60-gun           (1 /2 miles) off Chur ch B ay, has har d 

French frigate, L’Herminie was 17 days        and soft coral decorating sheer walls at      OURSES

out of its C uban por t, en r oute to        depths of 6 to 9m (20–30 ft.).

France, when it sank in 1838. The ship    • Tarpon H ole: N ear E lbow B each, off 

lies in 6 to 9m (20–30 ft.) of water off  the south shore, this dive’s proximity to 

the west side of the island, with 25 can- the E lbow B each H otel makes it  

nons still visible. extremely popular .  The honey combed 

• The Marie Celeste: This paddle-wheeler       reef—one of the most beautiful off the 

sank in 1864. Its 4.5m-diameter (15-ft.)       coast of B ermuda—is kno wn for its 

paddle wheel, off the southern por tion       varieties of coral: y ellow pencil, elk-

of the island, is o vergrown with coral        horn, fire, and star.

 

4  THE BEST GOLF COURSES

 

All three of these courses are 18 holes. For  designer Algie M. P ulley, Jr., radically 

locations, see the color map “ The Best of       reconfigured this par-70, 5,501m

Outdoor B ermuda,” at the fr ont of this        (6,017-yd.) course in 2002. S ince its 

book. re-opening, amid justifiable br ouhaha 

•                                                            surrounding the most extensiv e golf Belmont Hills Golf & Countr y Club

(Warwick P arish): California-based   course r ebuilding in the histor y of   8      Bermuda, there has been endless discus-    • Port R oyal G olf Course (S outhamp-

sion about the peculiar featur es of this  ton P arish):  This public course ranks 

relatively short but quirkily challenging  among the best on the island, public or 

course. See p. 170. private; in fact, it ’s one of the gr eatest 

• Fairmont S outhampton G olf Club public courses in the world. J ack Nick-

(Southampton Parish): This is a par-54,   laus appar ently agr ees—he’s fond of 

2,454m (2,684-y d.) course, with ele- playing her e. R obert  Trent J ones, S r., 

vated tees, strategically placed bunkers,   designed the original ocean-fr onting 

and an array of water hazar ds to chal- course. O ne wr ong hit fr om the club 

lenge even the most experienced golfer .  and y our ball will go flying into the 

A                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          One golfer said of this course, “ You not       ocean below. See p. 172.

only need to be a great player, but have a 

certain mountaineering agility as w ell.” 

See p. 172.
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 BEST

THE • The F airmont S outhampton (S outh- tennis cour ts are open to visitors who 

ampton Parish): This is Bermuda’s pre- phone ahead.  Three of them, inciden-

 

1      mier destination for avid play ers. I ts       tally, are lit for night play. tennis cour t complex is the largest on • Government T ennis  Stadium (P em-

the island, and is maintained in state- broke P arish): Although B ermuda has 

of-the-art condition.  The deluxe hotel,  been known as the tennis capital of the 

 

 HIKES                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          one of the finest on Bermuda, offers six                                               Atlantic since 1873, players often com-Y A Plexipave (pr ofessional color sur face) plain that the trade winds ar ound the 

courts. The cour ts ar e some what pr o- island affect their game, especially near 

tected from the north winds, but swirl- the water .  That’s why many pr efer 

 BEST D                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          ing breezes may affect y our final scor e.                                               inland cour ts, such as those at this 

THE                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          See p. 174.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 government-owned stadium. I t offers 

• Elbow Beach (Paget Parish): With the  three clay and fiv e shock-absorbing  

closing of several other tennis courts on  Plexicushion cour ts (thr ee illuminated 

the island in r ecent y ears, avid tennis  for night play).  The facility, which is 

players have had to sear ch a bit har der  north of the City of Hamilton, requires 

for suitable v enues on which to play .  players to w ear proper tennis attir e. A 

With a pedigree dating back to the early       pro shop , a ball machine, and a pr    o 

days of B ermuda tourism, and with a  offering private lessons ar e on-site. S ee 

sprawling physical plant that incorpo-        p. 175. rates just about ev erything, these fiv e 

 

6  THE BEST DAY HIKES

 

• The Ber muda R ailway  Trail (S andys       allowed on the island until the late 

Parish): Stretching for about 34km (21        1940s). Armed with a copy of the Ber-miles), this unique trail was cr     eated       muda Railway Trail Guide, available at 

along the course of the old B ermuda  visitor centers, you can follow the route 

Railway, which ser ved the island fr om  of the train kno wn as “Rattle and 

1931 to 1948 (automobiles w    eren’t       Shake.” M ost of the trail still winds 

along a car-fr ee r oute, and y ou can  route are perfect for pausing from your   9

travel as much of it as y    our stamina        hike to stretch out on the sand or take a 

allows. See p. 88 and 174.                    dip in the ocean. See “The Best of Ber-

• From the R oyal N aval D ockyard to       muda in 3 Days,” in chapter 4.

Somerset (S andys P arish): A 6.4km      • Spittal Pond Nature Reserve (Smith’s 

(4-mile) walk leads fr om the dockyard,       Parish): This 24-hectare (59-acre) sanc-

the former headquar ters of the B ritish  tuary is the island ’s largest natur e 

navy on B ermuda, to S omerset Island.       reserve, home to both r    esident and 

Along the way y ou’ll cr oss a beautiful  migratory water fowl.  You can spot  

nature reserve; explore an old cemetery;       some 25 species of water     fowl fr om 

view the R oyal Naval Hospital, wher e       November to M ay. Scenic trails and       THE

 

thousands of y ellow-fever victims died  footpaths cut thr ough the pr operty.    BEST OF BERMUD  in the 19th centur y; and be r ewarded  Explore on y our own or take a guided 

with a sw eeping panoramic vie w of  hike offered by the Department of Agri-

Great Sound. Sandy beaches along the        culture. See p. 196.

 

7  THE BEST SAILING OUTFIT TERS

A

Bermuda is one of the A tlantic’s major        it offers a variety of equipment, includ-

 

sailing capitals. M any sail-y ourself boats  ing the O’B rien Windsurfer, a popular   1  are available for rent to qualified skippers,  sailboard suitable for one person at the 

and kayaks, paddle boats, sailboar ds, and  THE  intermediate or advanced level. Its fleet 

more ar e av ailable for ev eryone. I f y ou’d  also includes v essels that hold one     BEST 

like to sail on a larger craft, the outfitters          or two people: D olphin paddle boats, 

 

will provide you with a captain. H ere are  Buddy Boar ds, A qua-Eye vie wing   VIE  some of the best outfitters. F or locations,  boards, A qua Finn sailboats, and kay-W  see the color map “ The Best of O utdoor  aks.  These can be r ented for up to 4 S  Bermuda,” at the front of this book.  hours. See p. 168.

 

•                                                        • Somerset Bridge Watersports (Somer-Blue H ole Water S ports (G rotto B ay & 441/234-0914; Beach Hotel, Hamilton Parish; & set P arish; www. 441/ watersportssomersetbridge.com): This  293-2915; www .blueholewater.bm): is the best place to rent a Boston whaler, Here y ou’ll find a large selection of a small boat that can hold thr ee or watercraft, including S unfish, sail-four passengers. I t’s an ideal craft for boards, kayaks, P addle Cats, and S un exploring the archipelago’s uninhabited Cats. Rentals are available for up to 8 islands. This outfitter rents 4m (13-ft.) hours. See p. 168. whalers and a 30-hp, 5m (16-ft.) Open • Pompano Beach Club  Watersports Bowrider, a speed-craft often used to Centre (Southampton Parish; & 441/ pull water-skiers, which accommodates 234-0222; www.pompano.bm): This is four. See p. 168. the best outfitter in this tourist-laden 

parish. Open from May to late October, 

 

8  THE BEST VIE WS

 

Bermuda is incr edibly scenic, with lo vely     equal. Below are some of our personal favor-

panoramas and vistas unfolding at nearly        ites. See chapter 8 for additional suggestions.

every turn. B ut not all vie ws ar e cr eated 10   • Warwick Long B ay:  This str etch of        northeastern tip of the island. After 

pristine pink sand is a dr eam beach of  enjoying the fantastic vie ws fr om the 

the picture-postcard variety. It backs up  fort, you can stroll through the fort’s 9 

to to wering cliffs and hills studded  hectares (22 acres) of beautiful gardens. 

with Spanish bayonet and oleander . A       See p. 184. 6m-high (20-ft.) coral outcr op, rising     • Gibbs H ill Lighthouse: F or an ev en 

some 60m (197 ft.) offshore and resem- better vie w than the one enjo yed b y 

bling a sculpted boulder, adds variety to  Queen Elizabeth II when she visited the 

the stunning beachscape. See p. 159. lighthouse in 1953, climb the 185 spi-

• Scaur Hill Fort Park: From Somerset  ral steps to the top . Built in 1846, it ’s 

A Bridge in S andys Parish, head for this  the oldest cast-ir on lighthouse in the 

fort atop the parish ’s highest hill.  Walk  world. F rom the top , y ou can r elish 

the for t’s rampar ts, enjoying the vistas  what islanders consider the single finest 

across G reat S ound to S panish P oint.  view in all of Bermuda—a panorama of 

You can also gaze north to the dockyard  the island and its shor elines. You can, 

and take in the fine vie ws of S omerset  that is, if the wind doesn ’t blo w y ou 

Island. On a clear day , a look thr ough  away—be sure to hang on to the rail-

 BEST OF BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          the telescope r eveals St. David’s Light-                                                         ing. In heavy winds, the to wer actually THE                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          house, 23km (14 miles) away on the          sways. See p. 189.

 

1                  9  THE BEST HISTORIC SITES

 

See “The Best Old Bermuda Experiences,”     • St. P eter’s Chur ch (S t. G eorge’s P ar-

 SITES                                                                                                                                                                                              below, for a description of the Royal Naval                                ish): This is the oldest Anglican house 

Dockyard and its showpiece, the Commis- of worship in the Western Hemisphere. 

ORIC                                                                                                                                                                                              sioner’s House.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        At one time vir tually ev eryone who 

•  died on Bermuda was buried here, from  Scaur Hill Fort Park  (Sandys Parish): 

Fort Scaur and Fort St. Catherine were  governors to criminals.  To the w est of 

 BEST HIST part of a ring of for tifications that sur- the church lies the grav eyard of slav es. 

THE rounded Bermuda. Built by the British  The present chur ch sits on the site of 

navy, the for t was supposed to pr otect  the original, which colonists built in 

the R oyal N aval D ockyard fr om an  1612. A hurricane destr oyed the first 

attack that nev er materializ ed. D uring  structure in 1712, but some parts of the 

World War II, U.S. M arines were bil- interior survived. It was r ebuilt on the 

leted nearby. Overlooking Great Sound,       same site in 1713. See p. 202.

the for t offers vie ws of some of the  • Fort S t. C atherine (S t. G eorge’s P ar-

island’s most dramatic scener y. S ee  ish): This for t—with its tunnels, can-

p. 184. nons, and rampar ts—towers o ver the 

•  beach wher e the ship wrecked cr ew of  Verdmont  (Smith’s Parish): This 1710 

mansion is on property once owned by  the Sea V enture first came ashor e in 

William Sayle, founder and first go ver- 1609 (becoming B ermuda’s first set-

nor of South Carolina. Filled with por- tlers). The fort was completed in 1614, 

traits, antiques, and china, the house  and extensive rebuilding and r emodel-

offers a rar e glimpse into a long-faded  ing continued until the 19th centur y. 

life of old-fashioned style and grace.  The audio visual pr esentation on S t. 

Resembling a small E nglish manor   George’s defense system helps y ou bet-

house, it ’s the finest historic home in  ter understand what y ou’re seeing. S ee 

Bermuda. See p. 197.                       p. 203.

10   11  THE BEST OLD BERMUDA EXPERIENCES

 

Although much of B ermuda is modern,        today. The Maritime Museum’s center-

the first settlers arriv ed in 1609.  The fol-        piece is the spectacularly restored Com-

lowing places provide insights into the old,       missioner’s H ouse, which during the 

largely v anished B ermudian way of life.  mid-1800s was the most potent symbol 

See chapter 8 for more details. of British military might in the western 

•  Atlantic. I ts exhibits on B ritain’s (and  St. David’s Island  (St. George’s Parish): 

Though most of Bermuda looks pristine  Bermuda’s) nautical heritage giv e you a 

 

of r ustic maritime life on S t. D avid’s.        p. 186.                                        BEST OF BERMUD • and proper, you’ll still find some vestiges  good feel for a largely v anished era. See   THE

Some S t. D avid’s I slanders nev er ev en  Great Head Park (St. George’s Parish): 

bother to visit neighboring S t. George,       This memorial to the men and women 

and to some locals, a trip to the  West  who died at sea has been cited as one of 

End of Bermuda would be like a trip to   the genuinely ev ocative monuments of 

the moon. S t. D avid’s Lighthouse has        Bermuda. See p. 201.

been a local landmark since 1879. To see  • The B ack S treets of S t. G eorge (S t. 

how people used to cook and eat, dr op  George’s Parish): Almost every visitor to   A

 

•                                                            century stocks on King ’s Square in his-The R oyal N aval D ockyard (S andys      1 toric St. George. But it’s in the narr ow by Black Horse Tavern (p. 199).               the island has photographed the 17th-Parish): N othing r ecaptures the mari- BERMUD  back alleys and cobblestone lanes, such  time spirit of this feisty island colony  as S hinbone Alley , that y ou’ll r eally  more than this sprawling complex of  discover the to wn’s old spirit. Arm   attractions (with a multimillion-dollar  yourself with a good map and wander at  cruise-ship dock) on I reland I sland.  A’S  leisure through such places as Silk Alley  Fearing attacks on its fleet b y N apo- BEST-KEPT SECRET  (also called P etticoat Lane), B arber’s  leon, greedy pirates, or rebellious Amer- Lane Alley (named for a former slav e  icans, B ritain began building this  from S outh Car olina), P rinter’s Alley  massive fortress and dockyard in 1809.  (where B ermuda’s first ne wspaper was  Convicts and slav es provided much of  published), and N ea’s Alley (former  the construction labor. The Royal Navy  stamping ground of the Irish poet Tom  occupied the shipyar d for almost 150  Moore). Finally, walk thr ough S omers  years, doing much to influence the S  Garden and head up the steps to Block- world’s per ceptions about ev erything  ade Alley. On the hill is the aptly named  associated with B ermuda.  The D ock- Unfinished Cathedral. See “The Best of  yard closed as an official outpost of  Bermuda in 1 Day,” in chapter 4.

the B ritish E mpire in 1951, and H er 

Majesty’s Navy has little pr esence here 

 

11  BERMUDA’S BEST-KEPT SECRETS

 

• St. David’s Island (St. George’s Parish):     • Remote, Natural Settings (Sandys Par-

Part of S t. George’s Parish, this r emote        ish; & 441/236-6483): B ermuda still 

little island is often missed b y many  has some oases that ar en’t overrun with 

visitors, but it represents Bermuda at its        visitors. O ne such place is the Spittal 

most authentic (see listing above).             Pond Nature Reserve, along S omerset 12     Road, a sanctuar y for migrator y birds.       island’s major natural wonderlands.  

It’s a tr ue walk thr ough natur e, with  Their surreal formations took millions 

flowering bushes and citr us or chards.  of y ears to come into being, and the 

See p. 196. great stalactites and stalagmites hav e a 

• Crystal Caves (Hamilton Parish; & 441/ gothic grandeur. Crystal Caves, at B ai-

293-0640): B ermuda has the highest  ley’s Bay, are among the best, and also 

concentration of limestone caves in the  among the fe w whose tunnels and  

world, many of them with echo pat- chambers can be navigated b y layper-

terns and sedimentar y deposits that  sons as par t of a guided tour . Discov-

some spelunkers consider mystical.          ered in 1907, these cav      es house  

A Collectively these caves form one of the  crystal-clear Cahow Lake. See p. 197.

 

12  THE BEST RESORTS FOR HONEYMOONERS

 

OF BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                              Bermuda has long been a fav orite destina-                                  the U.S. and Canada, or 441/238-8000; 

tion of newlyweds. Its hotels, from deluxe  www.fairmont.com/southampton): The 

resorts to guesthouses, attract lo vers of all        island’s most luxurious hotel does

THE BEST  kinds looking for a little peace, solitude,  everything it can to attract honeymoon-

and seclusion. ers seeking lots of activities, from water-

 

1 Although some couples seek out small  sports to nighttime div ersions (other  cottages and guesthouses, most pr efer a  than those in the honeymoon suite). Its 

package offer ed b y one of the splashy  honeymoon packages, which star t at 4 

resort hotels. The following resorts feature  days and 3 nights, include breakfast and 

not only r omance but also some of the  dinner on a MAP (modified American 

MOONERS best deals around. plan), “dine-around plan” (dinner and 

Note: It’s a good idea to consult a travel  breakfast are included in the hotel rate, 

agent for help in getting the best bargain.  but y ou can dine in any of the two 

Before you call any of these hotels directly,  Princess resorts’ restaurants), a bottle of 

see “P ackages for the I ndependent  Trav- champagne, a basket of fruit, admission 

S                                                                                                                                                                                              eler,” in chapter 3. F or full hotel r eviews,  FOR HONEY                                to the exercise club, and even a special-

see chapter 5. occasion cake, plus a souv enir photo 

 

 BEST RESORT 298-9800):  This is the most opulent  •   (P aget P arish;  &  800/223-7434  or 441/236-3535;  resort in B ermuda. O n 200 priv ate  www.mandarinoriental.com/bermuda):  THE  acres of the most beautiful seafr ont in  This hotel promises “marriages made in  •  and a watercolor print by a local ar tist.  Tucker’s Point H otel & S pa  (H amil- ton Parish; &                             See p. 101. 866/604-3764 or 441/ Elbow Beach H otel

Bermuda, the 88-r oom r esort is a  

pocket of posh and priv acy, appealing  heaven.” Its Romance Packages include 

to lo vers or those r ecently hitched.  a daily breakfast, plus a candlelit dinner 

With four swimming pools, a champi- for two in your room on the first night. 

onship golf course, a state-of-the-ar Upon depar ture, ne wlyweds r eceive a  t 

spa, and a priv ate pink sand beach,  copy of the Elbow Beach Cookbook. See 

 

mooners will plan a return for a second  • Cambridge Beaches (S andys P arish.  &  800/468-7300  in the U.S. or Can- honeymoon. It’s that special. See p. 107.  lovers will either get married or honey-        p. 104.

•  ada, or 441/234-0331; www.cambridge  The F airmont S outhampton  (S outh-

ampton P arish; & beaches.com): F ew other r esorts in   800/257-7544  in  14   • Grotto B ay Beach R esort (H amilton       apartment to cut do wn on the lethal 

Bermuda boast as lo yal a r oster of  nests with private balconies overlooking   13

repeat guests, some elderly clients            the ocean.  The honeymoon packages 

breaking r ecords for as many as 40           include romantic dinners and arrange-

repeat visits. R ecognizing the allur e of        ments for cruises and walking tours, as 

their resort for couples and r epeat visi- well as optional champagne, fr uit, and 

tors Cambridge inaugurated, in 2008,        flowers. See p. 108.

an aggressive new self-image as a r esort    • Pompano Beach Club (S outhampton 

for r elationship-building, sexual heal-         Parish; & 888/537-6448 or 441/234-

ing, and r omantic “ rediscovery.” As   0222; www .pompanobeachclub.com): 

such, it ar ticulates New Age sensuality        The first and only American-o    wned 

with mor e v erve and gusto than any  hotel on Bermuda, this hotel appeals to   THE

 

other hotel in B ermuda. Couples in  couples in sear ch of priv acy, intimacy,    BEST OF BERMUD  search of self-discovery (or re-discovery)  and a sense of mystical union with the 

love it. See p. 112.                              sea, which seems to r oar and foam in • Grotto B ay Beach R esort (H amilton       virtually onto its foundations. And

Parish; & 800/582-3190 in the U.S.,        within a cottage colony whose exterior 

800/463-0851 in Canada, or 441/293- boasts an almost universal shade of pink 

8333; www.grottobay.com): This resort,  (they call it pompano pink; lo vers refer 

which actively caters to honeymooners,       to it as  Valentine pink), ho w could     A

features ev erything fr om midnight   romance possibly take a back seat? S ee 

swims at a private beach to cozy lo vers’       p. 109.                                       1

THE

13  THE BEST PL ACES TO STAY FOR FAMILIES  BEST PL

 

Bermuda is mor e kid-friendly than any  who enjoy the sporting life. The former 

 

place w e kno w in the Caribbean or the          Touch Club has been r    edesigned as     ACES Bahamas. It’s a safe, clean envir onment in Lenny’s Loft, a social center for chil-

 

a politically stable country. Nearly all Ber- dren’s activities. From Lenny’s Loft, kids    TO  muda hotels go the extra mile to w elcome  are taken on ex cursions ar ound the  ST  families with childr en, but the follo wing  island. See p. 101.A  are our top choices.  Turn to chapter 5 for  •  Elbow Beach H otel  (P aget P arish; Y FOR F  full r eviews. F or locations, see the color  &  800/223-7434  or 441/236-3535; 

 

map “The Best of O utdoor Bermuda,” at  www.mandarinoriental.com/bermuda):   AMILIES  the front of this book.  This longtime family favorite, on one of 

•  the best beaches in B ermuda, allo ws  The F airmont S outhampton  (S outh-

ampton P arish;  children 17 and under to stay free when  &  800/257-7544  in 

the U.S. and Canada, or 441/238-8000;  sharing a r oom with their par ents 

www.fairmont.com/southampton):  (though be aware that only some rooms 

From June through Labor Day, this hotel       are really big enough for an extra per-

features the best childr en’s pr ogram in   son). It also offers a year-round “Family 

Bermuda. Childr en 17 and under stay   Value Package,” which grants v ery low 

free; and if the par ents choose the MAP        rates for four people (usually two chil-

(breakfast and dinner included in the        dren and two par ents) and includes 

rates), kids also get fr ee meals.  With its  buffet breakfast, 4 hours of babysitting, 

many spor ts facilities, including two   1 hour of paddle-boat rental, 2 hours of 

freshwater pools and six tennis cour ts,  tennis, and fr ee passes to the z oo and 

the F airmont is definitely  for families  aquarium. Call the hotel or ask a trav el 

agent for details. See p. 104.

Parish; & 800/582-3190 in the U.S.,  dining costs of B ermuda. The accom-

800/463-0851 in Canada, or 441/293- modations are spacious and suitable for 

8333; www .grottobay.com):  With its  families, but they’re far from luxurious. 

excellent summer childr en’s pr ogram,       See p. 118. this hotel attracts many families. I t sits     • Rosemont (Pembroke Parish; & 800/

on 8.5 tr opically landscaped hectar es       367-0040 in the U.S., 800/267-0040 

(21 acres), so guests usually don’t mind        in Canada, or 441/292-1055; www    .

its r elative isolation acr oss fr om the  rosemont.bm): I t’s a 15-minute ride 

airport. The swimming pool has been  from Elbow Beach, but this complex of 

A                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          blasted out of natural r ock, and ther e       cottages is another good choice for 

are subterranean cav es to explor e.  families who like to r ent units with 

Beachside barbecues and other activities  kitchens to keep dining costs within 

make this a lively place. See p. 108. reason. A tranquil spot, each cottage 

• Sandpiper Apartments (Warwick Par- opens onto its o wn v eranda. M anage-

ish; & 441/236-7093; www.sandpiper ment can open and lock doors to suit 

bda.com): This is a viable alternative to  different family gr oups—for example, 

 BEST OF BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          the big r esort hotels and their high                                                                                as many as thr ee r ooms can be con-

THE prices. This apartment complex, located  nected. A grocery store is close at hand, 

a short walk from a beach, attracts self- and there is also a coin-operated laun-

 

1 sufficient families who like to buy their  dry on site; bab ysitting can also be  own groceries and cook in their r ented  arranged. See p. 119.

 

14  THE BEST HOTEL BARGAINS

 

 BARGAINS                                                                                                                                                                                              •                                              The Oxford House (City of Hamilton,                                    Sound. Guests often prepare their own TEL                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          Pembroke Parish; &           800/548-7758 or                                               meals. See p. 119.

441/295-0503): This is one of the best     • Salt Kettle House (Paget Parish; & 441/

guesthouses on the island, built in the         236-0407). The name is not the only 

 BEST HO                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          City of H amilton in 1938 b y a local                                                        thing charming about this informal and 

doctor whose French wife wanted archi- secluded 2-centuries-old cottage. I t’s a 

THE                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          tectural featur es of her nativ e land.                                                        real disco very, and bargain hunters  

Bedrooms, each named for one of B er-      eagerly seek it out, pr    eferring it to 

muda’s parishes, ar e handsomely fur- the glitz of the megar esort hotels.  You 

nished and comfor table.  The price is  can swim in the nearb y co ve, r etiring 

moderate, and quite good for the com- to your waterside cottage at night. S ee 

fort offered. See p. 121.                        p. 123.

• Rosemont (City of H amilton, P em-    • Granaway G uest H ouse & Cottage

broke Parish; & 800/367-0040 in the       (Warwick P arish; & 441/236-3747;

U.S., 800/267-0040 in Canada, or 441/ www.granaway.com): This  former  pri-

292-1055; www.rosemont.bm): A col- vate home fr om 1734 is a vir tual pic-

lection of housekeeping cottages near          ture-postcard cliché of B     ermudian the H amilton P rincess, R osemont has  charm, with its pink walls and white-

long been a family fav orite, offering  washed r oof. O pening onto vie ws of 

a central location at a good price. Great S ound, it has been handsomely 

The site offers panoramic vie    ws of        converted to r eceive guests—ev en the Hamilton H arbour and the G    reat      former slave quarters are now comfort-

able. See p. 122.

15   15  THE BEST RESTAUR ANTS

 

You don ’t come to B ermuda for grand  combined to make this one of the most 

cuisine.  That said, ther e ar e quite a fe w  enduring restaurants on the island. S ee 

places in which to enjo y a memorable        p. 139.

meal.                                      • The H arbourfront R estaurant and  

 

•  Komodaru S ushi Lounge (City of   Tamarisk Dining Room  (Sandys Par- &  Hamilton; P embroke P arish;  ish;  &  441/  441/234-0331  ): This is an ele- 295-4207  ). The most fashionable r es- gant enclav e at the w estern tip of   taurant in B ermuda today attracts the  Bermuda. Housed in one of the island’s   THE  serious gastronomes to its pr ecincts for  premier accommodations, Cambridge  BEST OF BERMUD  the kitchen staff ’s take on sav ory Asian  Beaches, it offers excellent service and a  and Mediterranean cuisine. Its sushi bar  frequently changing menu of impecca- is also one of the best on the island. The  bly prepared international cuisine. F or  location is on the gr ound floor of the  your main course, y ou can’t do better  Bermuda U nderwater E xploration  than juicy tenderloin of beef with grain  Institute. See p. 140.  mustard and blanched garlic sauce. The  •  Lobster Pot & B oat House Bar  (City  wine cellar is up to the high standar ds A  of Hamilton, Pembroke Parish;  &  441/  of the menu. See p. 128.  292-6898  ): If you don’t find the local  •  Newport Room  (Southampton Parish;  1  &  foodies at the r estaurants discussed   441/238-8000  ): P art of the F air- above, they ’ll sur ely be at this local  THE  mont Southampton Princess, this nau- favorite, enjo ying some of the island ’s  tically decorated r estaurant attracts an   BEST REST  best r egional dishes. B lack r um and  upscale crowd, especially yachters.  The  sherry peppers are the secret ingredients  glistening teak decor makes it the most  in the fish chowder, and baked fish and  expensively furnished restaurant in Ber- lobster ar e sur e to tempt y ou. S ee  muda, and the French cuisine is worthy  A  UR  p. 145.  of the decor .  The rack of lamb with  ANT  •  Silk  (City of Hamilton; Pembroke Par- mixed-nut cr ust is the stuff of which  ish  &  441/295-0449  ): S ome critics,  memories are made. See p. 132.  S  including the discriminating r eaders of  •  Waterlot I nn  (S outhampton P arish;  Condé Nast Traveler,  &  are hailing S ilk as  441/238-8000  ): I n a historic inn  the island’s finest r estaurant. After our  and war ehouse that ’s par t of the F air- most recent feast here, we’re inclined to  mont S outhampton P rincess, this r es- agree. R ecipes ar e inspir ed b y the   taurant serves the island’s most famous  ancient Kingdom of Siam—read “Thai”  Sunday br unch, but it ’s also an ideal  to modern palates. See p. 146.  choice for dinner . E verybody fr om  •  Tom M oore’s  Tavern  (H amilton P ar- Eleanor R oosevelt to M ark Twain has  ish;  &  441/293-8020  ): The Irish poet  praised the M editerranean cuisine. S ee  Tom Moore reportedly was a fr equent  p. 133.  visitor to this r estaurant, which dates  •  Ascots  (City of H amilton; P embroke  from 1652 and o verlooks Walsingham  Parish;  &  441/295-9644  ): I n the   Bay. The menu, ho wever, is no r elic—  Royal Palms Hotel, this restaurant spe- it’s quite innovative. Duck is a specialty,  cializes in a Continental menu that is  as is B ermuda lobster; but who can  mostly inspired by France and Italy, and  forget the quail in puff pastr y stuffed  does it ex ceedingly w ell. Classic tech- with foie gras? See p. 151.  niques and first-rate ingr edients ar e  2    Bermuda in Depth

 

Even some diehard fans compare Bermuda to certain beauty queens—

beautiful but dull. We prefer to think of it as “tranquil.” If you’re looking for exotic local 

color or sizzling rum- and reggae-filled nights, look farther south to the Caribbean. B ut 

if you need to escape the stress and strain of daily life, go to B ermuda.

This quiet island is one of the best places in the world for a honeymoon or a celebra-

tion of any r omantic occasion. The joint may not be jumping, but it ’s the most r elax-

ing—and safest—of the for eign islands, with a r elatively hassle-free environment where 

you can concentrate on your tan, minus the annoyance of aggressive vendors and worries 

about crime. If you’re into sunning and swimming, it doesn’t get much better than B er-

muda between May and September. Pink sand and turquoise seas—it sounds like a corny 

travel poster, but it’s for real. As Mark Twain said, “Sometimes a dose of Bermuda is just 

what the doctor ordered.”

Frankly, Bermuda is predictable, and its regular visitors wouldn’t have it any other way. 

The tiny island chain has attracted vacationers for decades, and there aren’t many secrets 

left to uncover. But those sandy pink beaches r emain just as inviting as ev er, no matter 

how many times you return.

Even to friends of Bermuda who make an annual pilgrimage to the island, the Bermu-

dians can be a bit smug.  They know their island is mor e attractive than Chicago, N ew 

York, Los Angeles, or M iami, and they’re not abo ve reminding you. Bit of an imperial 

attitude, isn’t it? Exactly.

Some critics claim that B ermuda has become Americaniz ed. That’s tr ue of islands 

much farther south, such as  The Bahamas, but not of B ermuda. Indeed, the island and 

its population steadfastly adher e to British customs, even if, at times, that slavish dev o-

tion borders on caricature. (The afternoon tea ritual is pleasant enough, but the lawyers’ 

and judges’ powdered wigs are a bit much—those things must get hot in a semitr opical 

climate!) Some visitors find all the B ritish decorum rather silly on a r emote island that’s 

closer to A tlanta than to London. B ut many others find the stalwar t commitment to 

British tradition colorful and quaint, enhancing the unique charm of the lovely, wonder-

ful place that is Bermuda.

If you’re looking for some of the best golf in the world, Bermuda is your mecca. It has 

the scenery, the state-of-the-ar t courses, and the B ritish tradition of golfing ex cellence. 

Even the most demanding player is generally satisfied with the island ’s offerings.

If you’re a sailor , you’ll find the waters of B ermuda reason enough for a visit.  The 

farther you go from shore, of course, the greater the visibility. Discovering a hidden cove, 

away from the cruise-ship crowds, can make your day.

If you hate driving on the left side of the r oad, that’s fine with Bermudians. You can’t 

drive here—they won’t rent you a car. Bike around, or hop on a scooter and zip from one 

end of the island to the other.

We could go on and on with reasons for you to come to Bermuda, from exploring its 

natural wonderlands to playing on choice tennis courts with gentle sea breezes and warm 

sunshine. But we’ll end her e with a couple of warnings: D emanding foodies will find 

better dining on other islands, such as M artinique—although Bermuda has made much 

culinary progress lately. And if y ou want nightlife, glittering casinos, and all that jazz,  17

head for San Juan. Though there is some nightlife in B ermuda—if you enjoy nursing a 

pint in a pub—it’s always wise to bring along some good company (or a good book) to 

ensure a blissful night here.

Locals will always tell you, “If you want change, go to The Bahamas. We stay the same in Bermuda.” Defying local wisdom, we’ve come up with some developments.

 

1  BERMUDA TODAY

 

Welcome to an island of no pollution, no   primary source of r evenue. Before China’s 

billboards, no graffiti, no litter , no r ental     takeover of H ong K ong, B ermuda per-

cars, no unemplo yment (well, almost), no   suaded some of the biggest names in world  

tolerance for dr ugs, no illiteracy (w ell,  business to cr eate official domiciles on the    BERMUD

almost), and no nude or topless beaches. In  island. The trend began in the 1970s, when 

a changing world, B ermuda r emains . . .   some H ong K ong businesspeople formed  

 

well, Bermuda.                              low-profile shipping, trading, and inv est-    A IN DEPTH If there’s a sore point among B ermudi-ment companies in B ermuda—companies 

ans today, it’s their extreme desire to sepa-    that became, in essence, corporate cash

rate themselv es fr om the islands of the  cows.  That tr end continues to positiv ely 

Caribbean, par ticularly fr om  The B aha-    affect Bermuda’s economy.

mas, in the ey es of the world.  They often  When Britain surrendered Hong Kong 

send angr y letters to publishers of maps,       to China in 1997, B ermuda became the      2

 

reference sources, and travel guides, insist- largest British colony. A local businessman   BERMUD  ing that Bermuda is not in the Caribbean.  watched the televised ceremonies in which 

As one irate Bermudian put it, “You don’t  Britain handed over control, and gleefully 

 

claim that  Washington, D.C., is par t of  remarked, “All we can say is:  Thank you   A  Dallas,  Texas.  They’re the same distance  very much, H ong K ong, because her e  TOD  apart that B ermuda is fr om the Carib- come the insurance companies and pen-

bean.” A  sion funds.” By the end of the 20th cen-Y

Bermuda prides itself on its lack of  tury, nearly half of the companies listed on 

economic, socioeconomic, and racial the H ong K ong S tock E xchange—and 

problems, many of which plague the even some of the Chinese go vernment’s 

Caribbean islands. Bermuda does not tol-    own holding companies—had established 

erate unsavory businesses. What the island    a legal presence in Bermuda, because Ber-

would r eally like to be kno wn for is its      muda pr ovides such hefty tax br     eaks. 

stellar performance in banking and multi-    Amazingly, tiny B ermuda has emerged as 

national business.                             the biggest and most pr osperous of all of 

During the first decade of the millen- Britain’s colonies, the bulk of which ar e 

nium, international business has positioned     now in the Caribbean. itself to o vertake tourism as B ermuda’s 

 

Fun Facts  Just Where Is Bermuda?

Many visitors are surprised to learn that Bermuda lies closer t o Nova Scotia than 

to any island in the Caribbean.

18     In the early y ears of the 21st centur y,    relations in this part of the world, far bet-

Bermuda continues to attract a gr owing  ter than those in the U nited S tates, the 

number of American companies that ar e  Caribbean, or The Bahamas. There’s still a 

incorporating in B ermuda to lo wer their  long way to go, but Bermudians of African 

taxes without giving up the benefits of  descent have assumed important political, 

doing business in the United States. Insur- administrative, and managerial posts in 

ance companies have led the way, but now  every aspect of the local economy . B er-

manufacturers and other kinds of compa- muda hasn’t quite reached the point where 

nies are following. It’s been tr umpeted in  the color of your skin is unimportant, but 

the pr ess as “ profits o ver patriotism. ”  it has made more significant advancement 

Becoming a Bermuda company is a paper  toward that goal than its neighbors to the 

transaction that can sav e millions annu-     south.

ally. In the 21st centur y, Bermuda’s average 

And as aggr essively as B ermuda is pur- household income r ose to a healthy

suing business, it ’s also mor e awar e than  $68,500—contrast that with some of the 

ever of its fragile envir onment. Bermuda’s  less for tunate islands in the Caribbean, 

 IN DEPTH population density is the thir d highest in  many of which don ’t even have the bud-

A                                                                                                                                                                                              the world, after H ong Kong’s and M ona-                   gets to compile such statistics. Compar ed 

co’s. Because the number of annual visitors  with r esidents of P uerto Rico, J amaica, 

is 10 times higher than the population,  and certainly Haiti, no one is r eally poor 

BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                              Bermuda has had to take strong initiatives                 in B ermuda. O n the do wnside, home 

to pr otect its natural r esources. E nviron- prices in B ermuda are at least thr ee times 

2 mental pr otection takes the form of stiff  the median cost of a house in the U nited 

anti-litter laws, annual garbage cleanup        States or Canada.

Y                                                                                                                                                                                              campaigns, automobile r estrictions, cedar                                As a tourist destination, B ermuda has A

OD replanting (a blight in the ’40s and ’50s  impeccable credentials. It was a resort long 

 

 T                                                                                                                                                                                              wiped out the native trees), lead-free gaso-                   before Florida, Hawaii, Mexico, and many A line, a strict fishing policy , and other other places. Over the years, it has success-

measures. fully exploited its position in the nor th-

Along the shaky r oad to self-go vern- west Atlantic between North America and 

BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                              ment, Bermuda had some ugly racial con-                     Europe. It is even working to throw off its 

flicts. Riots in 1968 built up to the image as a staid resort, hoping to project a 

assassination of the B ritish go vernor in  lively, more with-it atmospher e (although 

1973. But that was a long time ago; today,  it has a long way to go in that department). 

Bermuda has the most harmonious race  The U nited S tates r emains its large st 

 

Impressions

. . . Bermuda is, without doubt, a success. It is, generally speaking, a peaceful place—

more so than many Caribbean islands nearby. [Still, there are critics, from whom] you 

hear complaints about the Americanization of the place, the suggestion that Bermu-

dianism is merely an anomalous cultural hybrid, a mule of a culture, attractive in its own way but of no lasting value or use. And yet it does seem to work; it is rich, it is as 

content as any place I know, and it is stable.

—Simon Winchester, The Sun Never Sets: 

Travels to the Remaining Outposts of the British Empire (1985)

19

Fun Facts  Bermuda Shorts: Not Too Far Above the Knee

Most Bermudians consider the winter months too cold for Bermuda shorts; but by May, just about every businessman along Front Street has traded in his trou-

sers for a pair. Bermuda shorts weren’t initially Bermudian; they originated when 

the British army was sent to India. Later, when British troops were stationed in 

Bermuda, they were issued the shorts as part of the military’s tropical kit gear.  By the 1920s and 1930s, the shorts had become quite fashionable, although 

they were not considered acceptable at dinner parties or at church. Now suitable 

attire for businessmen, the shorts are worn with a blazer, collared shirt, tie, and 

knee socks. They shouldn’t be more than 3 inches above the knee, and they must have a 3-inch hem.

BERMUD

 

market—about 86% of visitors are Ameri- “Onions,” who have a much higher standard 

 

cans—but in recent years more and more  of living than Caribbean islanders do; they   A IN DEPTH  visitors fr om E urope, the F ar East, and  also pay no personal income tax and suffer 

the N ear East hav e been seen dining,  from only a 7% unemplo yment rate. The 

drinking, and shopping in the City of         literacy rate is high: An estimated 99% of Hamilton.                               females age 15 and older can r    ead and 

 

LIFE IN THE ONION PATCH write, as can 98% of all Bermudian males.

Today’s 62,000 r esidents are mostly of  2

Getting to Know the           African, B ritish, and P ortuguese descent.     BERMUD “Onions”                    Bermuda’s population density , one of the 

Even though B ermuda isn’t in the onion     highest in the world, is about 3,210 per 

 

business the way it used to be, a born and  2.5 sq. km (1 sq. mile). The population is   A  about 61% black, 39% white. M any eth- bred islander is still called an “O  nion.”  TOD  The term dates fr om the early 20th cen- nic minority gr oups ar e r epresented, the A  tury, when the expor t of Bermuda onions  largest and most established being the Y

and Easter lilies to the U.S. mainland were     Portuguese; the majority of inhabitants, 

the island’s major sources of income. however, are islanders from the Caribbean 

The “Onions”—a term that still carries     or  The B ahamas. S ome B ermudians can a badge of pride—have their own lifestyle  even trace their ancestr y back to the  

and even their own vocabulary. For exam-    island’s first settlers, and some to success-

ple, “Aunt Haggie’s children” are frustrat-    ful privateers and freed slaves.

ing, stupid people; “     married b y 10        Britain’s influence in B ermuda is ob vi-parsons” is a r eference to a woman with  ous in the predominantly English accents, 

huge breasts; “backin’ up” means gay. You    police who w ear helmets like those of 

don’t vomit in Bermuda, you “Go Europe.”    London bobbies, and cars that driv e on 

“Cockroach killers” (a term y ou may also     the left. Schools are run along the lines of hear in the American S    outhwest) ar e    the British system and provide a high stan-

pointy-toed shoes. Although y ou’ll rar ely  dard of preparatory education. Children 5 

see it on local menus, the br eam fish is  to 16 years of age must attend school. The 

called a “shit-bubbler.”                         Bermuda College, which offers academic 

Residents of mor e tr oubled islands to  and technical studies, boasts a r enowned 

the south often look with envy upon the        hotel and catering program.
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An Island of Religious Tolerance

About a third of Bermuda’s population adheres to the Church of England, which 

has been historically dominant in the colony. Indeed, the division of Bermuda into nine parishes dates from 1618, when each parish was required by law to 

have its own Anglican church, to the exclusion of any other. That division still 

exists today, but more for administrative than religious purposes.  Religious tolerance is now guaranteed by law. There are some 10,000 Catho-

lics, many of them from the Portuguese Azores. There are also many members of 

Protestant sects whose roots lie within what were originally slave churches, 

among them the African Methodist Episcopal Church. Established in 1816 by African Americans, the sect was transported to Bermuda from Canada around 

1870. Today the church has about 7,000 members.

  Also found in Bermuda are Seventh-day Adventists, Presbyterians, Baptists, 

Lutherans, and Mormons. Less prevalent are a handful of Jews, Muslims, Rastafar-ians, and Jehovah’s Witnesses.

 IN DEPTH   Bermuda today boasts more than 110 churches, an average of five per square 

A mile. They range from the moss-encrusted parish churches established in the ear-

liest days of the colony to modest structures with only a handful of members.

 

BERMUD

 

2 Who’s Minding the Store? it stayed in power until it was toppled b y  In essence, B ermuda is a self-go verning  the Progressive Labour Party in 1998.

 

Y                                                                                                                                                                                              dependency of B ritain, which pr otects its                                Bermuda’s legal system is founded on A security and stability .  The go vernor, common law. J udicial r esponsibility falls OD appointed b y the Q ueen, r epresents H er to the S upreme Court, headed b y a chief  T A Majesty in the ar eas of external affairs, justice in a powdered wig and a robe. Eng-

defense, and internal security. lish law is the fundamental guide, and in 

By choosing to remain a British depen-    court, English customs prevail.

BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                              dency, B ermuda r ejected the trail that                                                The island consists of nine parishes, 

many former colonies in the Caribbean  each managed by an advisory council. The 

(including Antigua) blaz ed b y declaring  capital, the City of H amilton, is in P em-

their independence. Although they remain  broke Parish. (For details on the individual 

under the pr otection of the B ritish, B er-    parishes, see chapter 4.)

 

affairs. And ev er since the people of B er-mudians manage their o wn day-to-day     Tourist Dollars & No 

muda w ere granted the right to go vern    Income Tax

themselves in 1968, they hav e done so  Bermuda’s political stability has pr oved 

admirably well. beneficial to the economy , which r elies 

Bermuda has a 12-member cabinet heavily on tourism and foreign investment.

headed by a pr emier. The elected legisla- For much of the island ’s early histor y, 

ture, referred to as the Legislative Council,  the major industr y was shipbuilding,  

consists of a 40-member House of Assem- made possible by the abundant cedar for-

bly and an 11-member S enate. Bermuda’s  ests. In the second half of the 19th cen-

oldest political par ty is the P rogressive  tury, when wooden ships gave way to steel 

Labour Party, formed in 1963. I n 1964,  ones, the island turned to tourism.  Today, 

the United Bermuda Party was established;  tourism is the countr y’s leading industr y, 

with annual r evenues estimated at $450 
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Impressions

You go to heaven if you want to—I’d rather stay here in Bermuda.

—Mark Twain, in a letter to Elizabeth Wallace, 1910

 

million. A pproximately 550,000 visitors  tax, so companies register on Bermuda but 

come to Bermuda each year; an estimated  conduct business in their home countries,  

86% arriv e fr om the U nited S tates, 4%  thereby av oiding tax es that their home  

from Britain, and 7% fr om Canada. B er-    countries would otherwise deduct.

muda enjoys a 42% repeat-visitor rate.          The island ’s leading expor ts ar e phar-

Because Bermuda has enacted fav orable    maceuticals, concentrates (primarily black 

economic measures, more than 6,000 inter-    rum and sherr y peppers), essences, and       BERMUD

national companies ar e r egistered ther e.     beverages. Leading impor ts include food-

The companies engage mostly in inv est-    stuffs, alcoholic beverages, clothing, furni-

 

ment holding, insurance, commercial trad- ture, fuel, electrical appliances, and motor   A IN DEPTH  ing, consulting services, and shipping—but  vehicles. Bermuda’s major trading partners 

fewer than 275 companies ar e actually on      are the United States, Great Britain, Can-

the island. The reason for this curious situ-     ada, the N etherlands, and the Caribbean 

ation? Bermuda has no corporate or income    states.

 

2   2  LOOKING BACK AT BERMUDA

LOOKING

 

The discovery of the B ermudas is attrib-     soon after.                                     BA uted to the Spanish—probably the naviga-THE EARLY YEARS         England. S t. G eorge  Town was founded Bermuda’s status as a colony dates from 

 

1511, because in that y ear a map pub- Bermuda’s is the oldest parliament in con-  AT  tinuous existence in the British Common- tor J uan B ermúdez—sometime befor e  1620, when the first parliament convened.   CK

lished in the Legatio B abylonica included   BERMUD

“La Bermuda” among the Atlantic islands.  wealth. I n 1684, B ermuda became a  

A little o ver a centur y later, the E nglish  British Crown Colony under King Charles 

staked a claim to B ermuda and began  II, and Sir Robert Robinson was appointed   A

colonization.                                  the colony’s first governor.

In 1609, the flagship of A dmiral S ir       Slavery became a par t of life in B er-

George S omers, the Sea V enture, was     muda shortly after the official settlement. 

wrecked on Bermuda’s reefs while en route  Although the majority of slaves came from 

to the colony at Jamestown, Virginia. The  Africa, a fe w w ere N ative Americans.  

dauntless cr ew built two pinnaces (small      Later, Scots imprisoned for fighting

sailing ships) and headed on to the Ameri- against Cromwell were sent to the islands, 

can colony, but thr ee sailors hid out and      followed in 1651 b y Irish slaves. This ser-

remained on the island.  They w ere B er- vitude, however, was not as lengthy as that 

muda’s first European settlers. Just 3 years     of plantation slav es in America and the 

later, the B ermuda islands w ere included  West I ndies.  The B ritish E mancipation 

in the char ter of the  Virginia Company,    Act of 1834 freed all slaves.

and 60 colonists w ere sent ther e fr om 
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1 1612  Richard Moore, the first governor, landed at St. George’s Harbour.

2 1809  Royal Engineers began construction on the Royal Naval Dockyard.

3 1815  Hamilton became the new capital of Bermuda, superseding St. George.

4 1937  The first scheduled air service to Bermuda from New York landed.

5 1946  Ian Fleming assigned the Hamilton Princess as a residence for master spy James Bond.

6 1973  Governor Richard Sharples was assassinated at Government House.
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with the American colonies. The islanders    family connections and close friendships that bound them.  The cutoff in trade set up a thriving mer cantile trade on the proved a gr eat hardship for the islanders, Eastern Seaboard, especially with southern who, having chosen seafaring o ver farm-ports. The major commodity sold b y Ber-ing, depended heavily on America for their muda’s merchant ships was salt from Turks food. M any of them, no w depriv ed of Island. AMERICA              rebellious colonies cut off trade with Lo y-alist B ermuda, despite the networ k of Early on, B ermuda established close links RELATIONS WITH            During the American R evolution, the 
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profitable trade r outes, turned to priv a-       Bermuda got a ne w lease on economic 

teering, piracy, and “ wrecking” (salvaging  life during the American Civil  War. The 

goods from wrecked or foundered ships).     island was sympathetic to the Confeder-

Britain’s loss of its impor tant American     acy. With the approval of the B ritish gov-

colonial por ts led to a nav al buildup in      ernment, Bermuda ran the blockade that Bermuda. S hips and tr oops sailed fr om    the U nion had placed on expor ts, espe-

Bermuda in 1814 to burn  Washington,    cially of cotton, b y the S outhern states. 

D.C., and the  White H ouse during the  St. G eorge’s H arbour was a principal  

War of 1812.                              Atlantic base for the lucrativ e business of 24

 

Bermuda’s Famous People

 

Juan B ermúdez (c . 1450–1519)  Some Spanish hist orians cr edit this sea captain, commander of La Garza (the Heron), with the disc overy of Bermuda 

sometime before 1511. Others more fancifully claim that Columbus sailed past 

the islands af ter disc overing The Bahamas in 1492. Bermúdez, ac cording t o accounts, was said t o have been taunt ed by “hostile birds.”

Sir G eorge S omers (1554–1610)  Admiral Geor ge S omers c ommanded the Sea Venture, which was ship wrecked off Bermuda’s easternmost reefs. He was 

the first to explore and map the island of Bermuda. Upon his death, his hear t was buried in S omers Gardens in St. Geor ge’s.

Governor Richard Moore (also M ore; d. 1617)  Moore launched the official colonization of Bermuda in 1612. He arriv ed with 60 settlers fr om England aboard the Plough. A f ormer ship ’s carpent er, he became Bermuda ’s first 

official governor.

 IN DEPTH

A                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    Joseph Ha yne R ainey (1832–87)  An A frican-American r efugee during the 

American Civil  War, Rainey settled in Bermuda, wher e he became a barber in St. George. The Tucker House, a museum, has a memorial r oom honoring him. 

BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    He returned to South Carolina sometime after the war. During the Reconstruc-

tion days after the Civil  War, Rainey became the first A frican American t o be 

2        elected a member of the U .S. House of Repr esentatives.

Edward Tucker (b. 1925)  Tucker became the most famous tr easure retriever 

A                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    in the hist ory of Bermuda. A local div er, he hit the jack pot in 1955 when he 

brought up a c ollection of gold bars and ornaments fr om the San Antonio, a 

Spanish vessel that had sunk in 1621. The treasure is on display at the Bermuda 

 BERMUD Maritime Museum.  The prize piece of the exhibition—a gold cr oss mounted  T

 A                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    with sev en emeralds—was st olen only moments bef ore Queen Elizabeth II 

CK                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    arrived in 1975 f or a r oyal opening. I t was r eplaced with a r eplica.

 BA                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    Sir Richard Sharples (1916–73)  The governor of Bermuda, Sir R ichard Shar-

ples and his aide , C aptain Hugh Sa yers, made headlines ar ound the w orld 

when they w ere assassinated at Go vernment House on Nor th Shore Road in 

LOOKING Pembroke P arish. I n 1977 those believ ed t o ha ve been the assassins w ere 

convicted and ex ecuted.

 

smuggling manufactured goods into Con- immigrants arrived to farm the land, and 

federate ports and bringing out cargoes of  soon celery, potatoes, tomatoes, and espe-

cotton and turpentine. cially onions w ere being shipped to the 

When the Confederacy fell, so did Ber- New York market. So brisk was the onion 

muda’s economy . S eeing no immediate  trade that the City of H amilton became 

source of income fr om trading with the      known as “Onion Town.”

Eastern states, the islanders turned their  During Prohibition, Bermudians again 

attention to agriculture and found that the  profited from the situation in the U nited 


colony’s fertile soil and salubrious climate  States—they engaged in the lucrative busi-

produced excellent vegetables. Portuguese  ness of rumrunning (smuggling alcohol to 

the U.S.). The distance from the island to  that a girl with unshapely legs would make   25

the East Coast was too gr eat for quick  a bad trapper .” S o, amazingly, the wor d 

crossings in small booz    e-laden boats,     went out that women seeking recruitment 

which worked well from The Bahamas and    as trappers would hav e to display their 

Cuba. N evertheless, B ermuda accounted     gams.

for a good par t of the alcoholic bev erages        During the course of their wor k, the 

transported illegally to the U nited States  trappers discovered one of the methods by 

before the repeal of Prohibition in 1933. which the G ermans w ere transmitting  

 

A HOTBED OF ESPIONAGE secret messages:  They would shrink a  

whole page of r egularly typed text to the 

Bermuda played a key r ole in  World War    size of a tiny dot, then conceal the dot 

II counter espionage for the Allies.  The    under an innocuous-looking punctuation 

story of the “ secret war” with N azi G er- mark! The  staff  likened  these  messages, 

many is told dramatically in  William Ste-    with their secret-bearing dots, to the Eng-     BERMUD

venson’s A Man Called Intrepid.               lish dessert plum duff, for these “punctua-

 

carefully trained staff wor ked to decode      like raisins in the suet puddings.    ”  The     A IN DEPTH radio signals to and from German subma-term “duff method” came to be applied to Beneath the Hamilton Princess Hotel, a  tion dots [were] scattered through a letter 

rines and other v essels operating in the      the technique that the G ermans used to 

Atlantic, close to the United States and the  send military and other messages thr ough 

islands offshor e. U nknown to the G er-    the mail.

 

broken the N azi code using a captur ed  war, FBI agents joined the B ritish in their   2  German coding machine called “Enigma.”  mans, the B ritish, early in the war , had        When the U nited S tates enter ed the 

intelligence operations in Bermuda.

The British also intercepted and examined  LOOKING

mail betw een E urope and the U nited    BERMUDA COMES INTO 

States.                                             ITS OWN

Bermuda served as a r efueling stop for   BA  In 1953, B ritish Prime Minister Winston 

 

nents. While pilots were being entertained     visited during the war , as the site for a         AT at the Yacht Club, the mail would be taken airplanes flying betw een the two conti-      Churchill chose B ermuda, which he had      CK

conference with U.S. President Dwight D.   BERMUD

off the carriers and examined b y experts.     Eisenhower and the F rench premier. Sev-

 

Lisbon, for example, contained messages      lowed in the decades since; the most          A written in invisible ink.  The letters w ere An innocent-looking series of letters fr om     eral such high-lev el gatherings hav e fol-

recent one, betw een former B ritish Prime 

part of a v ast German spy networ k. The    Minister J ohn M ajor and former U.S. British became skilled at opening sealed  President George H. W. Bush, took place 

envelopes, examining their written con-       in 1991.

tents, and carefully resealing them. Bermuda’s increasing prominence led to 

The surr eptitious letter-r eaders w ere  changes in its r elations with Great Britain 

called “ trappers.” M any of them w ere  and the United States, as well as significant 

young women without any previous expe- developments on the island itself. In 1957, 

rience in counter espionage wor k, y et a     after nearly 2 centuries of occupation, 

number of them per formed very well. As     Britain withdr ew its militar y for ces, and Stevenson wr ote, it was soon disco vered    decided to grant self-go vernment to its 

that “by some quirk in the law of averages,  oldest colony . U nder the Lend-Lease  

the girls who shone in this work had well-    Agreement signed in 1941, the U    nited 

turned ankles.” A medical officer i nvolved     States continues to maintain a nav al air 

with the project reported it as “fairly certain 
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 The Baffling Bermuda Triangle

The ar ea k nown as the Bermuda  Triangle enc ompasses 2,414,016 sq . k m 

(932,057 sq. miles) of open sea between Bermuda, Puerto Rico, and the south-

eastern shoreline of the U .S. This bit of the A tlantic is the sour ce of the most 

famous, and certainly the most baffling, legend associated with Bermuda.  Tales of the m ysterious Bermuda  Triangle persist, despit e att empts b y 

skeptics to dismiss them as fanciful . Below are three of the most popular . Can 

they be true? S ee what y ou think:

•  In 1881, a British-r egistered ship, the Ellen Austin, encountered an unnamed  

vessel in good condition sailing aimlessly without a crew. The captain ordered a handful of his best seamen t o boar d the m ysterious v essel and sail it t o Newfoundland. A few days later, the ships enc ountered each other again on  the high seas . But t o ev eryone’s alarm, the cr ewmen who had transf erred from the Ellen Austin were nowhere to be f ound—the ship was c ompletely 

 IN DEPTH                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                unmanned!

A                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      •  Another tale c oncerns the disappearanc e of a mer chant ship , the      Marine 

Sulphur Q ueen, in F ebruary 1963. I t vanished suddenly without warning , and no one c ould sa y wh y. The w eather was calm when the ship set sail 

BERMUD from Bermuda, and ev erything onboar d was fine —the cr ew nev er sent a 

distress sig nal. I n look ing f or explanations , some ha ve theoriz ed that the 

2 ship’s w eakened hull ga ve wa y, causing the v essel t o desc end quick ly t o 

the ocean floor. O thers attribute the loss t o more mysterious forces.

A                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      • T he most famous of all the legends c                                                oncerns an incident in 1945. On 

December 5, fiv e U .S. Na vy bombers depar ted fr om F ort Lauder dale, Florida, on a r outine mission.  The weather was fine; no st orm of an y k ind 

 BERMUD threatened. A short time into the flight, the leader of the squadr on radioed 

T that they w ere lost, and then the radio w ent silent. All eff orts to establish 

 A

further communication proved fruitless. A r escue plane was dispat ched to 

CK search f or the squadr on—but it, t oo, disappear ed.  The na vy or dered a 

 BA search that last ed 5 da ys, but ther e was no evidenc e of an y wreckage. To 

this day, the disappearanc e of the squadr on and the r escue plane r emains a mystery as deep as the wat ers of the r egion.

LOOKING   How do those who believe in the Bermuda Triangle legend account for these 

phenomena? Some contend that the ar ea is a time warp t o another univ erse; others think the waters off Bermuda are the site of the lost k ingdom of Atlantis, 

whose power sources still function deep beneath the surface. Still others believe 

that laser ra ys from outer space are perpetually f ocused on the r egion, or that  

underwater signaling devices are guiding invaders from other planets, and that these aliens have chosen the site for the systematic collection of human beings  

for scientific observation and experimentation. (Smacks of The X Files, doesn’t it?) 

Some, drawing upon the Bible’s Book of Revelation, are fully persuaded that the 

Bermuda Triangle is really one of the gates to Hell (in this version, the other gate lies midway between Japan and the Philippines, in the Devil’s Sea).

  No matter what y our views on these m ysteries, you’re bound t o provoke an  

excited response by asking residents what they think about it. On Bermuda, almost 

everyone has an opinion about the island’s biggest and most fascinating legend.

station at Kindley F ield, in S t. G eorge’s  During the 1990s, the political status of  27

Parish. The agreement is due to expir e in  the island again became a hot topic among 

2040. Bermudians. Some people felt it would be 

As Bermudians assumed greater control    advantageous to achiev e complete inde-

over their own affairs, they began to adopt    pendence fr om B ritain, wher eas others 

significant social changes, but at a pace  believed it was in B ermuda’s best inter est 

that did not satisfy some critics. Although  to maintain its ties to the Crown. In 1995, 

racial segregation in hotels and restaurants     the majority of v oters in an independent 

ceased in 1959, schools w ere not inte- referendum r ejected a pr oposal to sev er 

grated until 1971.  Women r eceived the     ties with Great Britain, preferring to main-

right to v ote in 1944, but the law still        tain their status with Great Britain.

restricted suffrage to pr operty holders.        In 1997, the go verning par ty of B er-

That r estriction was r escinded in 1963,  muda, the United Bermuda Party, chose the 

when voter registration was opened to all  daughter of a well-known civil rights leader   BERMUD

citizens.                                           as its prime minister . Pamela Gordon, for-

On the r ocky road to self-go vernment,  mer envir onment minister, was named to  

 

Bermuda was not without its shar    e of     the post at the age of 41, the y      oungest     A IN DEPTH problems. S erious rioting br oke out in leader in the island nation ’s 400-y ear his-1968, and British troops were called back     tory and the first woman to be prime min-

to restore order. Then, in 1973, S ir Rich-    ister. D avid S aul, the r eigning prime 

ard S harples, the go vernor, was assassi- minister, resigned in fav or of this y ounger 

nated; in 1977, those believ ed to hav e    and mor e popular leader . I n her first 

been the assassins were executed. months in office, Ms. G ordon, a r elative   2

 

when several of the islands in the r egion  LOOKING  ferences between Bermuda’s majority black  These events, which occurred at a time     political newcomer, pledged to bridge dif-

and in the Caribbean w ere experiencing     population and its white business elite.

domestic difficulties, pr oved to be the          In that stated goal, at least based on 

exception rather than the rule. In the years     subsequent election r eturns, she did not        BA

since, the social and political climate in        succeed. In November 1998, the P rogres-     CK

Bermuda has been markedly calm—all the    sive Labour P arty, supported by many of      A

better for the island ’s economic w ell- T  Bermuda’s blacks, ended 30 y ears of con- BERMUD

being, because it encourages the industries  servative rule by sweeping its first victor y 

on which B ermuda depends, including      in general elections. Although Ms. G or-

tourism.                                    don is black, as was most of her cabinet,       A

 

Puritan Justice

Many tales are told about the fate of persons condemned for witchcraft during the 1600s. Anyone suspected of collusion with the devil was thrown into St. 

George’s Harbour; whoever did not sink was adjudged guilt y. Many women 

floated because of their skirts and petticoats. The first woman to be found float-

ing after her trial was Jeanne Gardiner, in 1651. Since her failure to plunge to the depths “proved” that she was a witch, the court ordered her removed from the 

water; she was then burned at the stake . Not only women, however, were tried 

for witchcraft; in 1652 a man was c ondemned to death for having cast a spell 

over his neighbor’s turkeys. Justice in those Puritan times was stern, in Bermuda no less than in the American colonies.

28   many locals saw her par ty as “ part of the     visitors don ’t hav e passpor ts, and some 

white establishment.” might not go to the trouble and expense of 

The Labour P arty’s leader , J ennifer  obtaining one, choosing to head to Florida 

Smith, became the ne w prime minister ,    instead.

claiming B ermuda’s r esidents had met   In the 21st centur y, B ermuda faces 

their “ date with destiny .”  The Labour  many problems, including what many see 

Party has moved more from the left to the    as a declining quality of life.     There ar e 

center in recent years, and Ms. S mith has  environmental concerns—notably o ver-

sought to r eassure the island ’s white-led  fishing and damage to precious reefs. Traf-

business community that it will be “busi- fic jams are now common despite the ban 

ness as usual ” with her in po wer.  The  against visitors ’ r enting automobiles.  

Labour Party made the economy an issue  Affordable housing becomes scar cer y ear 

in the campaign, pr omising higher wages  by year. As more cruise lines launch mega-

and better benefits to wor     kers, ev en    liners, Bermuda is also concerned that its 

though B ermuda r esidents enjo y one of  tight harbors will not be able to accom-

the highest standar ds of living in the  modate the traffic. N onetheless, the more 

 IN DEPTH world. I n 2003,  W. Alexander Scott   unfortunate islands to the south still envy 

A                                                                                                                                                                                              replaced Ms. Smith as the prime minister                    Bermuda’s standard of living.

and head of the party.                           In spite of the falloff of the global 

Also in 2003, tragedy struck the island in  economy, in late 2008 and in 2009, B er-

BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                              the r oaring fur y called H urricane Fabian,                 muda still enjo yed the thir d highest per 

Bermuda’s worst hurricane in 40 y ears. For  capita income in the world, mor e than 

2 some 12 hours, F abian pummeled the      50% higher than that of the U.S. I      ts 

island with 193 to 225kmph (120–140 economy is based primarily on pr oviding 

A                                                                                                                                                                                              mph) winds.  This caused small tornadoes                  financial ser vices for international busi-

to spawn and unleashed a towering surge of  nesses and luxury facilities for vacationers.

ocean that drenched almost all of Bermuda  A number of insurance companies relo-

 BERMUD in saltwater, uprooting trees. cated in B ermuda following the S eptem-

T                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          In A pril 2005, it was announced that                                         ber 11, 2001 terrorist attacks in New York  A

CK Americans would need passpor ts to r een- and  Washington, and again after H urri-

 BA ter the U nited States after a visit to B er- cane Katrina in Louisiana in A ugust of 

muda. The law became effectiv e in 2008.  2005. In spite of the falloff of real estate in 

Bermudians in the tourism industr y fear  the U nited S tates, the av erage cost of a 

that the ne w requirement could lead to a  house in Bermuda in 2008 was slightly less 

LOOKING                                                                                                                                                                                              drop-off in visitors. Many Bermuda-bound                 than 1 million U.S. dollars.

 

Impressions

[Many Britons in Bermuda, to their dislike] find that while the colony is supposedly 

and unquestionably British—nationally, legally, officially—it is in very many senses dominated by the United States, is utterly dependent on the United States and can 

well be regarded, and not by cynics alone, as the only British colony which is more 

like an American colony, run by Bermudians, on Britain’s behalf, for America’s ulti-mate benefit.

—Simon Winchester, The Sun Never Sets: 

Travels to the Remaining Outposts of the British Empire (1985)

3   29  BERMUDA ART & ARCHITEC TURE

 

ART                   Hallewell, a member of the R oyal E ngi-

Art in B ermuda has nev er r eached the  neers, whose illustrations of the island ’s 

status enjoyed by such islands as Haiti and  topography were used for planning certain 

Jamaica. A critic once wr ote that “B er-    naval installations.

muda is the per fect place for the S unday       Another celebrated landscapist was

painter.” S ome serious ar t, ho wever, is  Thomas Driver, who arrived as a member 

displayed at such places as the M     aster-    of the R oyal E ngineers in 1814 and  

works Foundation Gallery at the Bermuda  remained on the island until 1836. Trained 

National Gallery in the City of H amilton    to r eproduce detailed landscape obser va-

(p. 194). Still, a great deal of Bermuda art  tions as a means of assisting militar y and 

is of the water color v ariety, with idyllic  naval strategists, he later modified his style   BERMUD

landscapes and seascapes sold at v arious  to become more elegant and evocative. He 

 

portraits painted by itinerant artists for the Bermuda’s earliest wor ks of ar t w ere    a full-time painter of B ermuda scenes.      A IN DEPTH shops around the island.                      soon abandoned the militar y and became Because of Driver’s attention to detail, his 

local gentr y. M ost of these w ere b y the     works are frequently reproduced by schol-

English-born J oseph B lackburn, whose     ars and ar t historians who hope to r ecap-

brief visit to B ermuda in the mid-1700s  ture the aesthetic and ar chitectural 

led to requests by local landowners to have     elements of the island’s earliest buildings.

 

portraits can be found today in the Tucker    depicted the flora of B     ermuda. Lady      BERMUD House Museum their por traits painted. M any of these  Later in the 19th centur y, other ar tists   2

 in S t. George’s (p. 203).     Lefroy, whose husband was go vernor of 

 

period w ere done b y the American-born  painted the trees, shrubs, fish, flowers, and   A  animals of the island in much detail. Later,  artist John Green. Also priz ed are a series  A handful of por traits fr om the same      the island betw een 1871 and 1877,

 ART &

 

depicting sailing ships; they ’re signed     such internationally known artists as Win-     ARCHITEC “Edward James,” but the ar tist’s real iden-of paintings fr om the mid–19th centur y  at scattered intervals during their car eers, 

slow Homer, Andrew Wyeth, George Ault, 

tity remains unknown. and French-born Impressionist and cubist 

 

of the English landscape painters, particu-    scenes.                                         TURE Today, Bermuda has more artists paint-During the 19th century, the traditions  Albert G leizes all painted B ermudian 

larly the R omantics, came into v ogue in 

Bermuda. Constable, with his lush and        ing and cr eating than at any point in its 

evocative landscapes, became the model  history. Among prominent Bermuda-born 

for many. Other than a fe w amateur ar t-    artists was Alfr ed B irdsey, who died in 

ists, ho wever, whose wor ks sho wed gr eat  1996. His watercolors represented some of 

vitality but little sense of perspective, most  the most elegiac visual odes to B ermuda 

of B ermuda’s landscape paintings w ere  ever produced. Birdsey’s paintings, as w ell 

executed b y B ritish militar y officers and  as those of other ar tists mentioned above, 

their wives. Their body of work includes a     are on display in galleries ar      ound the 

blend of tr ue-to-life landscapes with an  island. O ther local fav orites include E ric 

occasional stylized rendering of the pictur- Amos, whose illustrations of B ermuda’s 

esque or Romantic tradition then in vogue  wild birds are sought by collectors all over 

in E ngland. Among the most famous of  the world; Captain S tephen J. Car d, who 

the uniformed ar tists was Lt. E. G. has developed an international r eputation  30   by specializing in marine ar t;  Vivienne    visible building material, coral stone. A 

Gardner, known not just for her paintings  conglomerate of primev al sand packed 

but for her sculptur e, stained glass, and  with crushed bits of coral and shells, this 

mosaics as w ell; and Christine P hillips- stone has been quarried for generations on 

Watlington, who has achiev ed an interna-    Bermuda. C ut into oblong building

tional r eputation for her botanical blocks, it is strong yet porous. However, it 

paintings. would be unusable in any ar ea where the 

Protecting artworks from climate dam- climate has cycles of freezing and thawing, 

age is a constant problem on the island. As  because it would crack. Mortared together 

the administrator of one major ar t gallery  with imported cement, the blocks provide 

explained, “B ermuda’s climate is unques- solid and durable foundations and walls.

tionably the worst in the world for the toll  Bermuda’s colonial ar chitects inge-

it takes on wor ks of ar t, with thr ee ele- niously found a way to deal with a serious 

ments—humidity, salt, and ultraviolet     problem on the island: the lack of an 

light—all playing their par t.” S ome v ery  abundant supply of fr esh water . D uring 

valuable B ermudian paintings hav e been  the construction of a house or any other 

 IN DEPTH totally destr oyed. As a r esult, mor e and  sort of building, workers excavated a water 

A                                                                                                                                                                                              more galleries and exhibition r ooms on                    tank, or cistern, first.  The cistern was cr e-

the island have installed air-conditioning. ated either as a separate underground cav-

In addition to its painters, B    ermuda    ity away from the house or as a foundation 

BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                              also boasts several noted sculptors, includ-                   for the building.  These cisterns ser ved to 

ing Chelsey  Trott, who pr oduces cedar- collect rainwater funneled fr om r ooftops 

2 wood car vings, and D esmond H ale  via specially designed channels and gut-

Fountain, who cr eates wor ks in br onze.    ters.  The design of these r    oof-to-cellar 

Fountain’s life-size statues often show chil- water conduits led to the dev elopment of 

TURE dren in the act of r eading or snoozing in  what is B ermuda’s most distinct ar chitec-

the shade. tural feature, the gleaming r ooftops of its 

Today, B ermuda’s unique style is best  houses. G ently sloping, and inv ariably 

represented b y its ar chitecture: primarily,  painted a dazzling white, they ar e con-

 ARCHITEC                                                                                                                                                                                              those darling little pink cottages that grace                structed of quarried limestone slabs saw ed 

postcards. The architecture of the island—    into “ slates” about an inch thick and 

 ART & a mélange of idiosyncratic building tech- between 77 and 116 sq. cm (12–18 sq. 

A                                                                                                                                                                                              niques dictated by climate and the types of               in.). Roofs are installed o ver a frame work 

building materials av ailable—is the ar chi- of cedar-wood beams (or , mor e r ecently, 

pelago’s only truly indigenous art form.       pitch pine or pr     essure-treated wood  

BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          Bermuda’s early settlers quickly r ecog-                            beams), which ar e inter connected with a 

nized the vir tues of the island ’s most  series of cedar laths.  The slates ar e joined 

together with cement-

based mor tar in o verlap-

ping r ows, then co vered 

with a cement wash and 

one or sev eral coats of 

whitewash or synthetic  

paint. This  process  cor-

rects the por osity of the 

coral limestone slates,  

 

A typical roof in Bermuda

Bermuda moon gate 31

 

are usually graced with large 

windows and doors, and, in 

the older buildings, floors 

and moldings crafted fr om 

copper-colored planks of  

the almost-extinct Bermuda 

cedar. Also common is a 

feature found in colonial  

buildings in the Caribbean 

rendering them watertight. The result is a  and other western Atlantic islands as well: 

layered effect, since  each panel  of lime-     tray ceilings, so named because of their 

stone appears in high r elief atop its neigh- resemblance to an inv erted ser ving tray .   BERMUD

bor. The angular, step-shaped geometr y of     This shape allo ws ceilings to follo w the 

Bermudian roofs has inspired watercolorists     lines of the inside roof construction to cre-

 

and painters to emphasize the rhythmically  ate what would otherwise be unused space.   A  graceful shadows that trace the path of the   The effect of these ceilings, whether IN DEPTH

sun across the rooflines.                        sheathed in plaster or planking, giv es Ber-

Unlike those in the Caribbean, B ermu-    mudian interiors unusual height and

dian houses ar e designed without amply      airiness.

proportioned hanging eav es. Large eav es  Despite the distinctiv ely individualistic  

may be desirable because of the shade they  nature of B ermuda’s ar chitecture, decor    2

afford, but smaller ones have proved to be     remains faithfully—some say rigidly—B rit-

structurally mor e sound during tr opical  ish, and some what mor e formal than y ou  BERMUD

storms. The interiors of Bermudian houses  might expect. I nterior designs seem to be a  

 

A

 ART &

 

Fun Facts Did  You Know?  ARCHITEC

•  More than 25,000 c ouples honeymoon on Bermuda each y ear.

•  Bermudians impor ted the idea of moon gat es—large rings of st one used 

as garden ornaments—from Asia centuries ago. Walking through a moon 

gate is supposed t o bring good luck . TURE

•  This mysterious island inspired William Shakespeare’s 1610 play The Tempest.

•  Somerset Bridge is the w orld’s smallest dra wbridge. At only 56cm (22 in.) 

wide, the opening is just lar ge enough f or a ship ’s mast t o pass thr ough.

•  Bermuda has more golf courses per square kilometer than any other place 

in the w orld; there are eight of them on the island ’s approximate 138 sq . 

km (53 sq . miles).

•  Sir Brownlow Gra y, the island ’s former chief justic e, pla yed the first game 

of tennis in the  Western Hemisphere on Bermuda in 1873.

•  With the arrival of spring c omes the blossoming of Bermuda ’s Easter lilies, 

first brought to the island fr om Japan in the 18th c entury.

•  Bermuda has no billboards: There is a ban on outdoor advertising and neon 

signs.

32   felicitous cross between what you’d find in a     mid-Atlantic setting, and the r esult is some 

New E ngland seaside cottage, and ho w a     very charming and soothing interiors.

nautically minded society hostess would No discussion of B ermudian ar chitec-

accent her drawing r oom in London. B er- ture should neglect to mention a gar den 

muda homes usually hav e lots of Chippen- feature that many visitors consider unique 

dale or Q ueen Anne furnitur e (sometimes   to B ermuda: the moon gate. A r ounded 

authentic, sometimes reproduction). When- span of coral blocks arranged in a cir cular 

ever possible, decorators love to include any   arch above a wooden gate, the moon gate 

piece of antique furnitur e crafted from Ber- was introduced to B ermuda around 1920 

muda cedar. Combine these featur es  with  by the D uke of  Westminster’s landscape 

the open windo ws, gentle climate, and       architect, who got his inspiration fr    om 

carefully tended gar dens of the fer tile,     such gates in China and Japan.

 

4  THE L AY OF THE L AND

 

 IN DEPTH Lying 918km (570 miles) east-southeast of  and water brought limestone deposits and 

A                                                                                                                                                                                              Cape Hatteras, North Carolina, Bermuda                 formed these islands far fr om any conti-

is actually a gr oup of some 300 islands,  nental landmass. Today, the closest conti-

islets, and coral r ocks clustered in a fish-      nental landmass is the coast of the

BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                              hook-shaped chain about 35km (22 miles)                Carolinas. B ermuda is about 1,250km 

long and 3km (2 miles) wide at its br oad- (775 miles) southeast of N ew York City, 

2    est point.  The ar chipelago, formally     some 1,660km (1,030 miles) nor theast of 

known as “ The Bermudas,” forms a land- Miami, and nearly 5,555km (3,445 miles) 

mass of about 54 sq. km (21 sq. miles). from London. It has a balmy climate year-

AND                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          Only 20 or so of the islands ar e inhab-                                round, with sunshine pr evailing almost 

 L                                                                                                                                                                                              ited.  The largest one, called the “ main-                    every day. The chief sour ce of B ermuda’s 

THE                                                                                                                                                                                              land,” is Great Bermuda; about 23km (14                   mild weather is the G ulf Stream, a br oad 

 OF  miles) long, it ’s linked to nearb y major  belt of warm water formed b y equatorial 

 

Y                                                                                                                                                                                              islands b y a series of bridges and cause-                                    currents.  The str eam’s nor thern r eaches A L ways. Bermuda’s capital, the City of Ham-separate the B ermuda islands fr om North 

THE ilton, is on Great Bermuda. America and, with the prevailing northeast 

The other main inhabited islands winds, temper the wintry blasts that sweep 

include Somerset, Watford, Boaz, and Ire- across the A tlantic fr om w est and nor th. 

land in the w est, and St. George’s and St.  The islands of B ermuda ar e divided, for 

David’s in the east.  This chain of major  administrative purposes, into parishes.  

islands encloses the ar chipelago’s major      (See chapter 4.)

 

bour, S t. G eorge’s H arbour, H arrington bodies of water, which include Castle Har-    MORE THAN ONIONS: 

Sound, and G reat S ound. M ost of the      THE ISLAND’S FLORA

other smaller islands, or islets, lie within  Bermuda’s temperate climate, abundant 

these bodies of water. sunshine, fertile soil, and adequate mois-

Bermuda is far nor th of the  Tropic of  ture account for the ex ceptionally verdant 

Cancer, which cuts through the Bahamian  gardens that you’ll find on the archipelago. 

archipelago. B ermuda’s ar chipelago is   Some of the best gar dens, such as the 

based on the upper par ts of an extinct  Botanical G ardens in P aget P arish, ar e 

volcano, which may date from 100 million  open to the public. B ermudian gardeners 

years ago .  Through the millennia, wind  pride themselv es on their mixtur es of  temperate-zone and subtr opical plants,     (Allium cepa). Imported from England in    33

both of which thrive on the island, despite  1616, it was gr own fr om seeds br ought 

the salty air. from the S panish and P ortuguese islands 

Bermuda is blessed with copious and  of  Tenerife and M adeira.  The B ermuda 

varied flora. Examples include the indige-     onion became so famous along the East 

nous sea grape, which flourishes along the     Coast of the U nited States that B ermudi-

island’s sandy coasts (it pr efers sand and      ans themselv es became kno    wn as  

saltwater to more arable soil), and the cas- “Onions.” D uring the 1930s, B ermuda’s 

sava plant, whose roots resemble the tubers  flourishing export trade in onions declined 

of sweet potatoes. When ground into flour  due to high tariffs, incr eased competition 

and soaked to r emove a mild poison, the     from similar species gr own in  Texas and 

cassava r oot is the main ingr edient for     elsewhere, and the limited arable land on 

Bermuda’s traditional Christmas pies. Also    the island.

growing wild and abundant ar e prickly  Today, y ou’ll see oleander , hibiscus,    BERMUD

pears, ar omatic fennel, yucca, and the        royal poinciana, poinsettia, bougainvillea, 

Spanish bay onet, a spiked-leaf plant that  and dozens of other flo wering shrubs and 

 

bears a single white flower in season. vines decorating B ermuda’s gently r olling   A IN DEPTH  Bermuda’s only nativ e palm, the pal- land. Of the island’s dozen or so species of 

metto, pr oved par ticularly useful to the   morning glory, three are indigenous; they 

early settlers. I ts leav es w ere used to   tend to gr ow rampant and o verwhelm 

thatch roofs, and when cr ushed and fer-    everything else in a garden.

 

period in the 1600s, when they r Because of the almost total lack of natural   LA  epre- freshwater ponds and lakes, B  ermuda’s Y OF  sented the height of fashion in London.  amphibians hav e adapted to seawater or  The banana, one of B ermuda’s most THE  slightly brackish water . Amphibians   dependable sour ces of fr esh fr uit, was  include tree frogs  (Eleutherodactylus john- L  introduced to the island in the earlyAND  stonei  and  Eleutherodactylus gossei),  whose  1600s. I t is believ ed that B ermudian  nighttime chirping newcomers sometimes  whose effects the early P    uritans con-     WITH THE LOCAL FAUNA     THE demned. Palmetto leaves were also fash-Amphibians ioned into women ’s hats during a brief  strong alcoholic drink called bibb mented, the palm fr onds pr oduced a     CLOSE ENCOUNTERS y,           2

bananas were the first to be br ought back  mistake for the song of bir ds. Small and 

to London fr om the N ew  World.  They    camouflaged b y the leafy matter of the 

created an immediate sensation, leading to  forest floor, the frogs appear between April 

the cultivation of bananas in many other      and November.

British colonies. More visible are Bermuda’s giant toads, 

The plant that contributed most to         or road toads (Bufo marinus), which some-

Bermuda’s renown was the Bermuda onion  times r each the siz e of an adult human ’s 

 

Impressions

A major problem for Bermudians remained the question of whether to obtain inde -

pendence. The Bermuda people have always been under the Union Jack, unlike many 

other British colonies, and while the British Empire has only a little of its former glor y, 

it still gives a degree of safety for those who shelter under its wing.

—W. S. Zuill, The Story of Bermuda and Her People 34

Impressions

Bermuda . . . it’s a nutty, nutty place.

—Paul Shaffer, Late Night with David Letterman

 

palm. I mported fr om G uyana in the   havoc on the island ’s commer cial fr uit 

1870s in hopes of contr olling the island ’s     crops.

cockroach population, giant toads sear ch  The once-prevalent eastern bluebird has 

out the nighttime warmth of the asphalt  been greatly reduced in number since its 

roads—and ar e often cr ushed b y cars in  preferred habitat, cedar trees, was depleted 

the process. They are especially pr evalent  by blight. Another bird native to Bermuda 

after a soaking rain. The road toads are not  is the gray-and-white petrel, known locally 

venomous and, contrary to legend, do not  as a cahow, which burrows for most of the 

cause warts. year in the sands of the isolated eastern 

Island reptiles include colonies of harm- islands. D uring the r est of the y ear, the 

 IN DEPTH                                                                                                                                                                                              less lizards, often seen sunning themselv es                 cahow feeds at sea, floating for hours in A

on r ocks until appr oaching humans or  the warm waters of the G ulf Stream. One 

predators scar e them away .  The best- of the most elusiv e birds in the world—it 

BERMUD known species is the B ermuda rock lizard  was once thought to be extinct—the petrel 

(Eumeces longir ostris), also kno wn as a  is now protected by the B ermudian gov-

 

2    skink. It’s said to have been the only non-     ernment. marine, nonflying vertebrate on Bermuda Also nativ e to B ermuda is the cliff-

before the arriv al of E uropean colonists.  dwelling tropic bird, which you can iden-

AND                                                                                                                                                                                              Imported r eptiles include the S omerset                 tify by the elongated plumage of its white 

 L                                                                                                                                                                                              lizard                      (Anolis r oquet),        whose black ey e                   tail. The bird resembles a swallo w and is THE patches give it the look of a bashful bandit,  the island’s harbinger of spring, appearing 

and the Jamaican anole (Anolis grahami), a    annually in March.

Y                                                                                                                                                                                              kind of chameleon. OF                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              Although the gardens and golf courses of 

 

THE Bird Life birds, some of the finest bird-watching sites  Partly because of its ample food sour ces,   L many of the island’s hotels attract dozens of  A

are maintained b y the B ermuda Audubon 

Bermuda has a large bir    d population;     Society (www.audubon.bm) or the National 

many species nest on the island during  Trust. I solated sites kno wn for sheltering  

their annual migrations. Most of the birds  thousands of nativ e and migrating bir ds 

arrive during the cooler winter months,  include Paget Marsh, just south of the City 

usually betw een Christmas and Easter .  of H amilton; the I dwal H ughes N ature 

Birders have recorded almost 40 differ ent  Reserve in H amilton P arish; and S pittal 

species of eastern warblers, which peace-      Pond in Smith’s Parish.

fully coexist with mar tins, do ves, egr ets, 

South American terns, her ons, fork-tailed     Sea Life

flycatchers, and even some species from as  In the deep waters off the shor es of B er-

far away as the Arctic Circle. muda are some of the finest game fish in 

Two of the most visible impor ted spe- the world: blackfin tuna, marlin, swor d-

cies ar e the car dinal, intr oduced during  fish, wahoo, dolphin, sailfish, and barra-

the 1700s, and the kiskadee. I    mported    cuda. Also pr evalent ar e bonefish and 

from Trinidad in 1957 to contr ol lizards    pompano, both of which pr    efer sun-

and flies, the kiskadee has instead wreaked  flooded shallo w waters closer to shor e.  Any beachcomber is likely to come acr oss       The most pr evalent marine animal in     35 hundreds of o val-shaped chitons (Chiton    Bermuda is r esponsible for the formation 

tuberculatus), a mollusk that adheres tena-    of the island’s greatest tourist attraction—

ciously to r ocks in tidal flats; locally , it is  its kilometers of pale pink sand. M uch of 

known as “suck-rock.” the sand consists of broken shells, pieces of 

Beware of the P ortuguese man-of-war  coral, and the calcium carbonate r emains 

(Physalia physalis), a floating colony of jel- of other marine invertebrates. The pinkest 

lyfish whose stinging tentacles sometimes  pieces are shards of cr ushed shell fr om a 

reach 15m (49 ft.) in length. G ive this  single-celled animal called foraminifer . Its 

dangerous and venomous marine creature    vivid pink skeleton is pier ced with holes, 

a wide ber th: S evere stings may r equire     through which the animal extends its root-

hospitalization. Avoid the creature when it    like feet (pseudopodia), which cling to the 

washes up on B ermuda beaches, usually     underside of the island ’s reefs during the 

between March and July—the man-of-war    animal’s brief life, befor e its skeleton is       BERMUD can sting even when it appears to be dead.    washed ashore.

 

5   A  BERMUDA IN POPUL AR CULTURE

 IN DEPTH

 

BOOKS                 Today, one of the most popular r estau-

Bermuda has long been a haven for writers.     rants in Bermuda is Tom Moore’s Tavern 

It has figur ed in many wor ks of literatur e,  (p. 151). The building was once the home 

 

Shakespeare never visited the island himself  17th centur y. U nlike Mr .  Tucker, the    BERMUD  descendants of S amuel  Trott befriended  beginning with S hakespeare’s  of Samuel Trott, who constructed it in the  The Tempest.  2

but was inspir ed to set his play her e b y 

 

accounts he had read or heard of the island.    Moore, who often visited the house. The Irish poet  Thomas Moore (1779– Moore immortalized the calabash tr ee on   A  the Trott estate in his writing; he liked to 

1852), who visited B ermuda for sev eral   IN POPUL

months in 1804, was moved by its beauty    sit under it and write his v erse there.

 

to write:                                           Following in M oore’s footsteps, many That now beneath my window lies. Oh! could you view the scenery dear      famous writers visited B ermuda in later years. None, however, have left their mark     AR

 

Moore left mor e memories—literar y  For Americans, it was Mark Twain who   TURE  on the island like Tom Moore.  CUL

and romantic—than any other writer who    helped make B ermuda a popular tourist came to Bermuda. He once stayed at Hill  destination. He published his impr essions 

Crest Guest House in St. George and soon    in the Atlantic Monthly in 1877 thr ough 

became enamored of Nea Tucker, the ado-    1878, and in his first book, The Innocents 

lescent bride of one of the most prominent     Abroad. He became so enchanted b y the men in town. “Sweet Nea! Let us roam no  island that, as he wrote many years later to 

more,” he once wrote of his beloved. a correspondent, he would happily choose 

It’s said that the lo vesick poet would      it over heaven.

gaze for hours upon Nea’s veranda, hoping       After  Twain, E ugene O’N eill came to that she’d appear. One day a jealous Mr .  Bermuda in 1924, and r eturned sev eral 

Tucker could tolerate this no mor e and  more times, at least thr ough 1927. While 

banished the poet fr om his pr operty.    here, he worked on The Great God Brown,

Moore was chased down a street that now    Lazarus Laughed, and Strange I nterlude. bears the name N ea’s Alley—to com- O’Neill was convinced that cold w eather 

memorate his unrequited romance. adversely affected his ability to write. H e  36

Fun Facts  Royalty Comes to “Shangri-La”

The Irish poet Tom Moore and the American humorist Mark Twain publicized the 

glories of Bermuda, but—for the British, at least—the woman who put Bermuda 

on the tourist map was Princess Louise. The daughter of Queen Victoria, she spent several months in Bermuda in 1883. Her husband was the governor-gen-

eral of Canada, so she traveled to Bermuda to escape the fierce northern cold. 

Although Bermuda hosted many royal visitors in the 20th century, including 

Queen Elizabeth II, Princess Louise was the first royal personage to set foot in the colony. When she returned to Canada, she told reporters that she’d found the 

Shangri-La of tourist destinations.

 

thought that B ermuda would “ cure” him  Bermuda’s own writers include William 

of alcoholism. A t first, O’N eill and his  S. Z uill—a former dir ector of the B er-

 IN DEPTH family r ented cottages on what is no    w    muda National Trust who wrote The Story 

A                                                                                                                                                                                              Coral Beach Club property. Later, O’Neill                 of B ermuda and H er P eople, an ex cellent 

bought the house “Spithead,” in Warwick.  historical account—and N ellie M usson, 

In 1927, however, his marriage ended, and  Frank Manning, Eva Hodgson, and D ale 

BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                              O’Neill left his family—and Bermuda.                                      Butler, who have written about the lives of 

During the 1930s, sev eral eminent     African Bermudians.

 

2    writers made their way to B ermuda, in     Recommended Reading hopes of finding idyllic surr oundings and Most of the books listed belo w have been perhaps a little inspiration: Sinclair Lewis, printed in B ermuda. Thus, while they ’re who spent all his time cycling around “this TURE readily available on the island, they may be gorgeous island”; Hervey Allen, who wrote hard to find in the United States and else- CUL Anthony Adverse, his best-selling no vel, at where. AR Felicity H all in S omerset; and J ames 

Ramsey U llman, who wr ote The White     The Mysterious Bermuda 

Tower on the island. J ames Thurber also     Triangle

 IN POPUL made several visits to Bermuda during this  Many writers hav e attempted to explain 

A                                                                                                                                                                                              time.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            the B ermuda  Triangle. N one has suffi-

In 1956, N oël Co ward came with his  ciently done so y et, but all of these books 

longtime companion, G raham P ayn, to  make good reads for those of us intrigued 

BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                              escape “the monstrously unjust tax situa-                         by this tantalizing mystery.

tion in E ngland.” H e was not, he said,          The best of the lot is The Bermuda Tri-

“really mad about the place, ” yet he pur-     angle Mystery Solv ed (Prometheus Books) 

chased “S pithead” in  Warwick (O’N eill’s  by Larr y K usche. I t’s a good r ead ev en 

former home) and stay ed some 2 y ears,  though it doesn ’t “ solve” the myster y. A 

working on London M ornings, his only      mass-market paperback, Atlantis: Bermuda 

ballet, and the musical Sail Away. “S pit-    Triangle (B erkley P ub gr oup), b y G reg 

head” is now privately owned. Donegan, also digs into the puzzle, as does 

Other well-known authors who visited     another paperback, The M ystery of the 

Bermuda over the y ears include R udyard    Bermuda Triangle (Heineman Library), by 

Kipling, C. S. F orester, H ugh  Walpole,    Chris Oxlade.

Edna Ferber, Anita Loos, John O’Hara, E. 

B. White, and Philip Wylie.

Art & Architecture                Bermuda: Her P lants and G ardens 1609–   37

For Bermuda style, both inside the house     1850 b y J ill Collett (M acmillan Carib-

and outside, two books lead the pack:          bean); and A Guide to the R eef, Shore and 

Bermuda Antique Furniture and Silver, pub-    Game Fish of Bermuda (self-published) by 

lished b y B ermuda N ational  Trust, and      Louis S. Mowbray.

Architecture B ermuda S tyle, b y D avid R.     Fiction

Raine, issued by Pompano Publications.       One of the most sensitiv e por traits, cap-

Divers, Hikers & Shipwrecks       turing Bermuda of long ago, is The Back 

Daniel Berg has written the finest book on    Yard by Ann Z. Williams (Macmillan), an 

the ship wrecks of B ermuda—a gr eat  account of growing up in Bermuda in the 

choice for a div er to r ead before actually     1930s and ’40s.

 

Shipwrecks: A Vacationing Diver’s Guide to going under the water. It’s called Bermuda     FILM

Bermuda’s Shipwrecks Film buffs may be surprised to disco ver  BERMUD  (Aqua Explorers).

Divers might also like to pick up a copy  that Bermuda has an indir ect link to The 

 

(Wiley Publishing, Inc.), edited b y Wolf- Judy G arland and a host of memorable,  A IN DEPTH  magical characters. It is Denslow’s Island.  gang Sterrer. Another good book for divers  of                                                   Wizard of O z, the 1939 mo vie starring Marine F auna and F lora of B ermuda 

is  The priv ately o wned island is named   Diving Bermuda  (Aqua Quest Publica-

tions), par t of the A qua Q uest D iving  after  W.  W. D enslow, who cr eated the  

Series, this one author ed b y J esse Con- original illustrations for the book on which 

celmo and M ichael S trohofer. I ts second  the movie is based, The Wonderful Wizard of 

edition is the most up-to-date of all the  Oz (1900) b y L. F rank B aum, and thus   2

 

several books dev oted to the color ful his- The island, ho wever, despite its famous   A IN POPUL  association, is off limits to visitors.  tory of the island. M aking for the best  Several films w ere shot in and ar ound  reads ar e the follo wing titles:  The Rich  Bermuda. The most famous is  The D eep  Papers—letters from Bermuda  by Vernon A.  (1977) starring J acqueline B isset, N ick  Ives (B ermuda N ational  Trust and the AR  Nolte, Robert Shaw, and Lou G ossett—a  History characters depicted on the screen. Denslow  lived in Bermuda at the turn of the century.  In B ermuda’s bookstor es y ou can find  sports guides to Bermuda. with his pen gav e form to many of the    BERMUD

 

University of Toronto Press); Biography of   CUL  visually arresting movie about a lost tr ea- a Colonial Town  by Jean de Chantal K en- sure and dr ugs and, of course, scuba div-TURE  nedy (B ermuda Bookstor es Publisher);  A  ing off the island ’s coast. F or one of the  Life on O ld S t. D avid’s  b y E rnest A.  scenes, a lighthouse near the G rotto Bay  McCallan (B ermuda H istorical S ociety);  Beach Hotel and Tennis Club was accom- Chained on the R ock: Slavery in B ermuda  modatingly blown up.  by Cyril O. Packwood (Baxters); and  Ber- A movie that was filmed par tly in Ber- muda’s S tory  by Terry Tucker  (Bermuda  muda is  Chapter Two  (1979), with J ames  Bookstores Publisher).  Caan and M arsha M ason. B ased on the  Flora & Fauna  successful Broadway play b y Neil Simon, 

If y ou’re a dev otee of the lushness of        it is the stor y of a playwright ’s bumpy 

beauty, fr om M other N ature’s point of      romance soon after the death of his wife. 

view, seek out Bermuda Houses and G ar- The Bermuda scenes w ere shot at M arley 

dens b y Ann B. B rown and J ean O uter-    Beach Cottage. bridge (G arden Club of B     ermuda); 

38   MUSIC                     one of B ermuda’s major cultural contribu-

Modern B ermudian music, which y ou  tions, it’s not unique to the island. Variations 

hear today mainly in hotel lounges, is a  are found elsewhere in the w estern Atlantic, 

blend of traditional B ermudian music   as well as in the Caribbean. I ndeed, during 

with sounds fr om Jamaica, Trinidad, and  its development, Bermuda’s gombey dancing 

Puerto Rico, as w ell as the U nited States  was significantly influenced by some of these 

and B ritain. H owever, these ar en’t the  other versions. In colonial times, for exam-

sounds you’ll predominantly hear: As else- ple, when African Caribbeans w ere brought 

where, American and B ritish rock, modi- to B ermuda as slav es or convicts to help  

fied b y local rhythms, has pr build the British military installations on the  oved the 

strongest and most lasting influence. island, they carried with them their o wn 

Visitors ar e often pleased to disco ver  gombey traditions, which ev entually com-

that the island ’s best-kno wn singers and  bined with those that had already taken root 

musicians can be hear d at many of the  in Bermuda. What’s unique about the B er-

hotels and nightclubs. I mudian v ersion of gombey , ho wever, is its   nquire about  

which local artist is performing during the  use of the B ritish snare drum, played with  

 IN DEPTH cocktail hour at y our hotel; chances ar e it  wooden sticks, as an accompaniment to the  

A                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            dancing. may be one of the most popular.

A handful of gombey r ecordings ar e 

Gombey Dancing available, enabling you to hear the sounds 

BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                              Despite new pop forms, Bermuda is proud                 of this African-based music, with its

 

2 dancing is the island ’s pr emier folk ar t.     Among the r ecordings, the album Strictly  Gombey (commonly pr onounced  of its original musical idioms. G ombey  rhythmic chanting and rapid dr umbeat. 

goom-    Gombey Music (Edmar 1165), per formed 

bee or gom-bay) combines  West Africa ’s  by four members of the P ickles S pencer 

TURE tribal heritage with the N ative American  Gombey Group, offers a good selection of 

and British colonial influences of the New     gombey dances.

 CUL                                                                                                                                                                                              World. Gombey dancers are almost always                              Aficionados of this ar t form, ho wever, 

AR                                                                                                                                                                                              male; in accor dance with tradition, men                       will argue that gombey ’s allure lies not so  

pass on the rhythms and dance techniques    much in the music as in the fev     erish—

from generation to generation in their  almost trancelike—dancing that accompa-

 IN POPUL family. Dancers outfit themselv es in mas- nies it, as well as in the colorful costumes of 

A                                                                                                                                                                                              querade costumes, whose outlandish lines                    the dancers. For that reason, they say, audio 

and glittering colors ev oke the brilliant  recordings can’t convey the full mesmeriz-

plumage of tropical birds. ing po wer of a gombey dance the way a  

BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          Gombey (spelled goombay in some                                                           visual r ecording can. S o, while y ou’re in  

other places, such as  The Bahamas) signi- Bermuda, consider filming a gombey dance 

fies a specific type of African drum, as well     to show when you get back home.

as the B antu wor d for “ rhythm.”  These  Regrettably, there’s no one place in Ber-

rhythms escalate into an ev er faster and  muda where you can always see gombey . 

more hypnotic beat as the mo vements of  Your best bet is to inquire at your hotel to 

the dancers become incr easingly uninhib- see what ev ents and per formances might 

ited, and the r esponse of the spectators  be staged during y our visit. S ometimes 

grows ever more fervent. The most strenu- hotels pr esent gombey sho ws, but they 

ous dances ar e usually per formed during     don’t follow a fixed schedule.

the Christmas season.

Although gombey dancing, with its        The Balladeer Tradition

local rituals and ceremonies, can be seen as  Bermuda also has a strong balladeer tradi-

tion. Although its exponents ar e fe wer 

than they used to be, local balladeers con-     Creation, a dr eadlock-sporting local r eggae    39

tinue to enjo y considerable popularity      group, adopts the Rastafarian style in Ja’s on 

among islanders and visitors alike. A wr y,     Our Side (Edmar 2002).

self-deprecating humor has always distin-        For those who find that nothing quite 

guished their compositions, and balladeers  stirs the blood as good old-fashioned oom-

can strum a song for any occasion on their    pah-pah, ther e ar e the liv e as w ell as guitars. Today, many of their songs have to    recorded per formances of the    Bermuda 

do with Bermuda’s changing way of life.      Regiment, whose bagpipes, trumpets, and 

By vir tually ev eryone’s estimate, the       drum tattoos evoke the finest British mili-

musical patriarch of Bermuda was Hubert    tary traditions—and must strike a nostal-

Smith, who was the island’s official greeter    gic chor d or two in many a B    ritish or 

in song. A balladeer of formidable talent  Bermudian listener. The regiment’s album 

and originality, Smith composed and per-    Drummers Call Bermuda (Edmar 1152) is 

formed songs for the visits of nearly all the     a perennial favorite.                            BERMUD foreign heads of state who graced B ermu-       The late Lance H ayward was a B er-

da’s shores in r ecent memory. His perfor-    muda-born musician who established his 

 

mances for members of the B ritish r oyal  musical r eputation far fr om home. H is   A IN DEPTH  family included one of the most famous  most appreciative audiences were found in 

songs ev er written about the island, Ber- the smoke-filled jazz houses of New York’s 

muda Is Another World. The song is no w    Greenwich  Village.  With a musical style 

the island’s unofficial national anthem; it’s     that has been compared to the soft jazz of 

included in the best-selling album     Ber-    George Shearing, his most popular album 

 

Recordings A B ermuda-born trio, Steel G roove, BERMUD  became known for per forming only instr u- muda Is Another World (Edmar 1025).        is Killing Me Softly (Island 90683).            2

 

of many other r ecording ar tists, whose  mark adaptations used the calypso-deriv ed   A  CDs ar e av ailable in local stor es. A fiv e- steel pan combined with a keyboar  In the last 2 decades, Bermuda saw the rise    mentals in the Trinidadian style. Their trade-

man calypso band, The Bermuda Stroll- electric guitar, and often a bass guitar . Their  ers,  d, an    IN POPUL

 with their lively rhythms, can be heard     most popular album became    Calypso H its,

on their album The Best of (Edmar 20G6),  produced by Danny Garcia. An even earlier 

and also in a collection of musical odes to     Calypso gr oup, Esso S teel B and, also      AR

 

Bermuda (E dmar 1156). Another ballad-     release of their albums, The Esso Steel Band    TURE eer and comic of gr eat talent is the island ’s natural beauty , South S hore   CUL  became widely known island wide with the  

Gene    (Sunshine 1003) and It’s a B eautiful World

 

Shore B ermuda (E dmar 2003). A chal- No listing of Bermudian music would be  Jay Fox,  lenger is  Steede. His popular album is called South    (produced by Rudy Commissiong).

 known for his songs of  complete, of course, without a mention of  

love, jo y, and sorr ow, all hear d in the      gombey. A handful of r ecordings are avail-

 

calypsos are also per formed by Bermuda ballads, songs of lo ve, and  what this African-based music sounds like,   Stan Sey- album Island Paradise (Jay Fox 1601). able from which y ou can get a fair idea of  

with its rhythmic chanting and rapid 

mour, a popular soloist who has been         drumbeat. Among them, the album Strictly 

compared to H arry B elafonte. Look for     Gombey M usic (E dmar 1165), per formed 

Our Man in Bermuda (Edmar 1070).        by four members of the Pickles S pencer 

The liv ely calypsos of  Trinidad and the      Gombey Group, offers a good selection of  

pulsating rhythms of Jamaica have also influ-    gombey dances. enced musical tastes in B ermuda. Youth 40                 6  DINING, BERMUDA ST YLE

 

For y ears, B ermuda wasn’t known for its  angelfish, yellowtail, gray snapper, and the 

cuisine; the food was too often bland and  ubiquitous r ockfish—are found off B er-

lacking in flav or. H owever, the culinar y  muda’s coastline than in any other place.

scene has notably changed. Chefs seem          Rockfish, which is similar to Bahamian 

better trained, and many top-notch (albeit  grouper, appears on nearly ev ery menu. 

expensive) restaurants dot the archipelago.  From the ocean, it w eighs anywhere from 

Italian food is in vogue, as is Chinese. (On     15 to 135 pounds (or ev       en mor e). 

the other side of the coin, fast food,  Steamed, broiled, baked, fried, or grilled, 

including KFC, has arrived, too.) rockfish is a challenge to any chef . There’s 

In recent years, some Bermudians have  even a dish kno wn as “ rockfish maw ,” 

shown an incr eased interest in their heri- which we understand only the most old-

tage.  They’ve r evived many traditional  fashioned cooks (ther e are still a handful 

dishes and published the r ecipes in books  on St. David’s Island) know how to pr e-

devoted to Bermudian cooking (not a bad  pare. It’s the maw, or stomach, of a r ock-

 IN DEPTH                                                                                                                                                                                              idea for a souvenir). A                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                fish, stuffed with a dr essing of for cemeat 

As the population gr ows, less and less      (seasoned chopped fish) and simmer    ed 

farmland is av ailable on the island, so  slowly on the sto ve. If you view dining as 

BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                              Bermuda impor ts most of its food fr om    an adventure, you may want to try it.

the United States (which means you might  The most popular dish on the island is 

 

2 want to focus on dishes made with the        Bermuda fish chowder, made with a vari- local ingredients noted belo w as much as  ety of white fish (often r ockfish). Waiters 

LE possible; there’s no telling ho w long that  usually pass around a bottle of sherry pep-

Y                                                                                                                                                                                              imported meat has been in storage). B ut                 pers and some black r um, which you add 

 

 ST                                                                                                                                                                                              lots of people still tend their own gardens;                 to your soup; these lend a distinctiv e Ber-A at one home, w e were amazed at the v ari-mudian flavor.

ety of vegetables grown on a small plot of        Shark isn’t as popular on Bermuda as it 

land, including sorr el, o yster plants, and  used to be, but many traditional dishes, 

, BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                              Jerusalem artichokes.                                                                                                                                                                                                                        including hash, ar e made fr om shar k. 

 

WHAT’S COOKING? Some people use shark-liver oil to forecast 

the w eather; it ’s said to be mor e r eliable 

DINING                                                                                                                                                                                              SEAFOOD  Any local fisherman will be                     than the nightly TV report. The oil is left 

happy to tell y ou that mor e species of  in the sun in a small bottle. I f it lies still, 

shore and ocean fish—including gr unt, 

 

Tips  Dress Up for Your Evening Out

As most of the world dresses more and more casually, Bermuda’s dress codes 

have loosened up a bit—but this is still a mor e formal destination than many 

other islands. Most restaurants prefer that men wear a jacket and tie after 6pm; 

women usually wear casual, chic clothing in the evening. It’s always wise to ask about required dress when you’re reserving a table. And during the day, no mat-

ter what the establishment, be sure to wear a cover-up—don’t arrive for lunch 

sporting a bikini.

  See the “Etiquette” section in appendix A for more information. fair weather is ahead; if dr oplets form on  Both Bermudians and Bahamians share   41

the sides of the bottle, expect foul weather.    the tradition of Johnny Bread, or Johnny-

The gr eat game fish in B ermuda is     cake, a simple pan-cooked cornmeal

wahoo, a sw eet fish that tastes like alba-      bread. F ishermen would make it at sea 

core. If it’s on the menu, go for a wahoo  over a fire in a box filled with sand to keep 

steak. Properly prepared, it’s superb.           the flames from spreading to the boat.

The Bermuda lobster (or “ guinea      The cassava (a star chy r oot), once an 

chick,” as it ’s kno wn locally) has been  important food on B ermuda, is now used 

called a first cousin of the M aine lobster.     chiefly as an ingr edient in the traditional 

It’s in season fr om S eptember to M arch.  Christmas cassava pie. Another dish with a 

Its high price tag has led to o verfishing,     festive holiday connection is sweet-potato 

forcing the go vernment to issue periodic      pudding, traditionally eaten on G     uy 

bans on its har vesting. In those instances,     Fawkes Day (Nov 5).

lobster is imported.                              Bermuda gr ows many fresh fr uits,    BERMUD

You can occasionally get good    conch    including strawberries, S urinam cherries, 

stew at a local r estaurant. Sea scallops, guavas, avocados, and, of course, bananas. 

 

though still av ailable, hav e become     Guavas are made into jelly, which in turn     A IN DEPTH increasingly rare. Mussels are cherished in often goes into making the famous B er-Bermuda; one of the most popular tradi- muda syllabub, traditionally accompanied 

tional dishes is B ermuda-style mussel pie,     by Johnnycake.

 

bacon, curry powder, lemon juice, thyme, with a filling of papaya, onions, potatoes,      WHAT TO WASH IT ALL 

 

FRUITS &   VEGETABLES             For some 300 y ears, rum has been the  I n  restau-     DINING drink of B ermuda. Especially popular ar e rants and homes, Portuguese r ed-bean Bacardi (the company ’s headquar ters ar e and, of course, steamed mussels.              DOWN WITH                      2 soup—the culinar y contribution of the 

Portuguese farmers who w ere brought to     in B ermuda) and D emerara r um (also     , BERMUD the island to till the land—pr ecedes many     known as black r um).  The r um swizzle 

 

a meal.                                       (with rum, citrus juices, and club soda) is The                                   the most famous cocktail in Bermuda. Bermuda onion figur es in many         A For decades, the tr ue B ermudian has 

 

onion soup, an island fav orite, is usually  preferred a drink called  “Dark and    YLE  recipes, including onion pie. B ermuda-  ST

flavored with O uterbridge’s O riginal    Stormy.” P repared with black r um and 

Sherry Peppers. ginger beer (pronounced burr), it has been 

Bermudians grow more                 called the national drink of the island. potatoes than 

any other vegetable; the principal varieties        An interesting drink is loquat liqueur.

are Pontiac red and K ennebec white. The  It can be made with loquats (a small plum-

traditional S unday br eakfast of codfish      like local fr uit), r ock candy, and gin, or 

and bananas cooked with potatoes is still      more elaborately with brandy instead of served in some homes.                      gin and the addition of such spices as cin-

“Peas and plenty”                      namon, nutmeg, cloves, and allspice. is a B ermudian tra-

dition. B lack-eyed peas ar e cooked with        You’ll find all the usual name-brand 

onions, salt por k, and sometimes rice.  alcoholic beverages in Bermuda, but prices 

Dumplings or boiled sw eet potatoes may  on mixed drinks can run high, depending 

also be added to the mix at the last min-      on the brand.

ute. Another peas-and-rice dish,  Like the B ritish, B ermudians often   Hoppin’ 

John, enjoy a sociable    pub lunch. Ther e  are   is eaten as a main dish or as a side 

dish with meat or poultry. several pubs in the City of H amilton, St.  42

Fun Facts  Local Dining Customs

One of Bermuda’s most delightful traditions is the English ritual of afternoon 

tea, which many local homes and hotels maintain.  In hotels, the typical afternoon tea is served daily from 3 to 5pm. Adding a 

contemporary touch, it’s often served around a swimming pool, with guests par-

taking in their bathing suits—a tolerated lapse from the usual formal social and dress code.

  At some places, more formal tea is served at a table laid with silver, crisp white 

linens, and fine china, often imported from Britain. The usual accompaniments 

include finger sandwiches made with thinly slic ed cucumber or watercress, and scones served with strawberry jam.

 

George, and else where on the island. F or  politics, spor ts, or the most r ecent r oyal 

 IN DEPTH the visitor , a pub lunch—say , fish and  visit—is an experience to be cherished as 

A                                                                                                                                                                                              chips or shepher d’s pie, a pint or two of                            truly Bermudian.

ale, and an animated discussion about 
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Planning Your Trip  3

 

to Bermuda

 

Settling into Bermuda is r elatively easy. First-timers soon learn that  

Bermuda isn’t one island, as is commonly thought, but a string of islands linked b y 

causeways and bridges—at least the 20 or so that are inhabited. The other islands can be 

reached by boat.

Bermuda is pr osperous, characterized by neat, trim houses that ar e a sour ce of gr eat 

pride to their o wners. There won’t be a casino at y our megaresort—Bermuda has no casinos—and you’d better hav e your fill of B ig Macs before you leave home. There are 

some fast-food joints, but nothing like those on the U.S. mainland, or ev en in  The 

Bahamas. There’s a sense of order in Bermuda, and everything seems to work efficiently, 

even when the weather’s hot.

In this chapter, you’ll find everything you need to plan your trip, from when to go to 

how to land the best package deals. G etting to B ermuda is easier than ev er, thanks to 

more frequent flights fr om such gate way cities as N ew York, Boston, and  Washington, 

D.C. We’ve also included information on sev eral cruise lines that sail to the island fr om 

spring until late autumn.

For additional help in planning y our trip and for mor e on-the-ground resources in 

Bermuda, please turn to the “Fast Facts” on p. 224.

 

1  WHEN TO  GO

 

THE WEATHER           temperatures in winter ar e somewhat like 

A semitr opical island, B ermuda enjo ys a     the air temperatur e, ranging fr om about mild climate; the term “B ermuda high ”    66°F (19°C) in J anuary to 75°F (24°C) 

has come to mean sunny days and clear       through March. Scuba divers and snorkel-

skies.  The G ulf S tream, which flo ws  ers will find Caribbean waters appr eciably 

between the island and N orth America,  warmer in winter. From mid-November to 

keeps the climate temperate.  There’s no     mid-December and fr om late M arch to 

rainy season, and no typical month of  April, be prepared for unseasonable spurts 

excess rain. S howers may be heavy at        of spring or summer weather.

times, but the skies clear quickly. In summer, the temperature rarely rises 

Being farther north in the Atlantic than  above 85°F (29°C). There’s nearly always a 

The Bahamas, Bermuda is much cooler in  cool breeze in the evening, but some hotels 

winter. S pringlike temperatur es pr evail     have air-conditioning. And local water 

from mid-December to late M arch, with    temperatures can be as high as 86°F the av erage temperatur e ranging fr om    (30°C) during the summer—warmer than 

60°F to 70°F (16°C–21°C). Unless it rains,  many inshor e and offshor e Caribbean  

winter is fine for golf and tennis but not       waters.

for swimming; it can be cool, and you may  As a r esult, Bermuda’s off season is the  

even need a sw eater or a jacket.  Water  exact opposite of that in the Caribbean. I t  44 44

 

Destination Bermuda: Pre-Departure Checklist

 

•  Do you have the appr opriate documents r equired by Bermuda’s immigra-

tion department for your particular nationality? (It’s recommended that U.S. 

citizens bring a valid passpor t—you’ll need it t o r eturn t o the U .S.—

although Bermuda authorities will also ac cept an orig inal bir th certificate, a U .S. naturalization c ertificate, a U .S. Alien Reg istration car d, or a U .S. 

reentry permit.) I f y ou’re flying , ar e y ou carr ying a curr ent, go vernment-

A                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                issued ID, such as a driv er’s license or passpor t?

•  Have you checked with the United States Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention  (& 800/232-4636; w ww.cdc.gov) f or up -to-date inf ormation 

 BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                on necessary vaccines, if an y, and health hazar ds?

O                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      •  Do an y theat er, r estaurant, or tra vel r eservations need t o be booked in  T

advance?

 TRIP •  Did you make sure your favorite attraction is open? C all ahead for opening 

and closing times .

OUR •  If you purchased traveler’s checks, have you recorded the check numbers , 

 Y

and stored the documentation separat ely from the checks?

•  Did you stop the newspaper and mail deliv ery, and leave a set of key s with 

ANNING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                someone reliable?

PL •  Did you pack y our camera and an ex tra set of camera batt eries, and pur-

chase enough film or ex tra memor y cards?

3         •  Do you have a saf e, accessible place to store money?

•  Did y ou bring y our ID car ds that c ould entitle y ou t o disc ounts, such as 

AAA and AARP car ds, student IDs , and so on?

 GO                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      •  Did y ou bring emer gency drug pr escriptions and ex tra glasses and/or O

 T                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                contact lenses?

•  Did you find out y our daily A TM withdrawal limit?

WHEN •  Is there a daily withdrawal limit on credit card cash advances? Do you have 

your credit card PINs? Five- or six-digit numbers generally work in Bermuda, 

but confirm this with y our bank bef ore leaving home.

•  To check in at a k iosk with an e -ticket, do y ou ha ve the cr edit car d y ou 

bought your ticket with or a fr equent-flier card?

•  Did y ou lea ve c opies of y our itinerar y, passpor t, pr escriptions, and other 

important documents with someone at home?

•  Do you have the measur ements for those people y ou plan t o buy clothes 

for on y our trip?

•  Did you check t o see if an y travel advisories ha ve been issued b y the U .S. 

State Depar tment (http://travel.state.gov/travel)?

 

begins in D ecember and lasts until about   package deals. Some hotels close for a cou-

March 1. In general, hotels offer off-season     ple of weeks or months at this period.

rates, with discounts ranging fr om 20% to  A look at the official char t of tempera-

60%. This is the time to go if you’re travel- ture and rainfall will giv e y ou a general 

ing on a tight budget. D uring autumn and  idea of what to expect during y our visit.

winter, many hotels also offer discounted  Bermuda’s Average Daytime Temperatures & Rainfall 45

Jan      Feb  Mar  Apr  May  June  July  Aug  Sept  Oct  Nov  Dec

Temp.(°F)               65       64 64          65      70 75 79 80                   79      75 69          65

Temp (°C)               19       18 18          19      21 24 30 27                   30      24 21          19

Rainfall (in.)                4         5 4.6            3       3.9  5.2 4 5.3                5.3       6 4.5            3

 

THE HURRICANE SEASON    If y ou’re concerned, y ou can call the 

This curse of the Caribbean,  The B aha- nearest branch of the N ational  Weather 

mas, and B ermuda lasts officially fr om    Service (it’s listed under the U.S. D epart-June to November, but don’t panic—fewer    ment of Commer ce in the phone book).      PL

tropical storms pound B ermuda than the  Radio and  TV w eather r eports fr om the  ANNING

 

quently hit than islands in the Caribbean.     Gables, Florida, will also keep you posted.      Y Satellite forecasts are generally able to give U.S. mainland. B ermuda is also less fr e-    National H urricane Center in Coral

To find the curr ent weather conditions  OUR

adequate warning of any r eally dangerous    in B ermuda, and a 5-day for ecast, go to 

weather.                                     Bermuda Weather at www.weather.bm.       TRIP

 

 BERMUDA CALENDAR OF EVENTS  T

O

 BERMUD

JANUARY & FEBRUARY                        Bermuda Heart & S oul. Travelers  50 

Bermuda F estival. Thr oughout  Janu- years of age or older can enjo y specially 

ary and F ebruary, island-wide ev ents  designed cultural activities thr oughout   A

abound. They include golf and tennis        the month of F ebruary during this 

 

invitationals; an international mara- Golden R endezvous month. M any   3  thon; a dog show; open house and gar- hotels offer r educed rates to matur e  BERMUD  den tours; and the B ermuda Festival, a  travelers, and discount coupons are also 

6-week international festival of the per- available at the  Visitors Service Bureau 

forming arts, held in the City of H am-       in H amilton. F or mor e information, 

ilton. I t featur es drama; dance; jazz,  call the D epartment of  Tourism at    A C

classical, and popular music; as w ell as        & 441/292-0023.                        ALEND

 

national ar tists. S ome tickets for the          Bermuda International Film Festival.    AR festival ar e r eserved until 48 hours  Film buffs and filmmakers (mainly other enter tainment by the best inter-     MARCH

before cur tain time for visitors. F  OF E  or 

independent ones) descend on B    er-

details and a schedule for the 2009            muda for the annual festiv al that com-     VENT

festival, contact    Bermuda F estival,       bines screenings of independent wor ks 

P.O. Box HM 297, Hamilton HM AX,  with movies from personal wor kshops.   S

Bermuda ( & 441/295-1291; www . Participants get to meet and speak with 

bermudafestival.org). industry leaders. After each film there is 

The Ber muda I nternational R ace  a Q & A session. D uring the festiv al, 

Weekend, with international and local  three daily scr eenings ar e held. F or 

runners, takes place the thir d weekend       more information, log on to www .biff.

in January. For further information and       bm or contact Duncan Hall at & 441/

entry forms, contact the International       293-3456. Mid-March.

Race Weekend  Committee, B ermuda      Home & G arden Tours. Each spring, 

Track and F ield Association, P.O. Box       the Garden Club of B ermuda lays out 

DV 397, Devonshire DV BX, Bermuda  the welcome mat at a number of private 

(& 441/296-0951; www.btfa.com).        homes and gar dens. A differ ent set of 46

 

Fun Facts Getting Suck ed In:  The O fficial  Word 

on the Bermuda Triangle

 

In response to a flood of concern from travelers about the possibility of getting 

sucked into the so-called Bermuda Triangle and disappearing forever, the U.S. 

Board of Geographic Names has issued an official statement: “We do not recog-

nize the Bermuda  Triangle as an official name and do not maintain an official file on the ar ea. The ‘Bermuda or Devil ’s Triangle’ is an imag inary area located 

A                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    off the southeast ern Atlantic coast of the Unit ed States, which is not ed for a 

high incidenc e of unexplained losses of ships , small boats , and air craft. The 

apexes of the triangle ar e generally accepted to be Bermuda, M iami, and San 

 BERMUD Juan. I n the past, ex tensive but futile C oast Guar d sear ches pr ompted b y 

O                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    search-and-rescue cases such as the disappearanc es of an entir e squadron of  T

TBM Avengers shortly after take-off from Fort Lauderdale, or the traceless sink-

 TRIP                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    ing of Marine Sulphur Q ueen in the F lorida Straits, have lent cr edence to the 

popular belief in the m ystery and the supernatural qualities of the Bermuda 

OUR                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    Triangle.” Y

 

ANNING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          houses, all conv eniently located in the                                                        and in S eptember and O ctober.  The 

PL                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          same parish, is open ev ery Wednesday                                              Bermuda Department of Tourism Office 

 

3 during this event. The program usually  (see “ Visitor I nformation,” in the F ast  includes a total of 20 homes, many of  Facts section of appendix A) supplies

S                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          them dating fr om the 17th and 18th                                                                exact times and schedules.

VENT centuries. The Bermuda Department of       Peppercorn Ceremony. His Excellency 

Tourism O ffice (see “ Visitor I nforma- the governor collects the annual rent of 

 OF E tion,” in the Fast Facts section of appen- one pepper corn for use of the island ’s 

AR dix A) pr ovides a complete listing of  Old State House in St. George. Mid to 

homes and vie wing schedules.  The  late April. For information and the exact 

 

ALEND                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          mid-May.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      297-1532. C tours r un fr om the end of M arch to        date, call & 800/223-6106 or 441/ A                                                                                                                                                                                              APRIL                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            Agriculture Exhibit. Held over 3 days 

Beating R etreat Cer emony. The  Ber- in late April at the Botanical Gardens in 

muda Regiment and massed pipes and  Paget, this event is a celebration of Ber-

BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          drums (a militar y band and a dr um                                              muda’s agrarian and hor                            ticultural 

corps) create an ev ent that combines a  bounty. I n addition to priz e-winning 

marching band concer t and a parade.  produce, the Agricultur e E xhibit pr o-

The cer emony’s r oots ar e in the 17th  vides a sho wcase for local ar ts and 

century, when British soldiers were sta- crafts. F or mor e information, contact 

tioned on the island and a r oll of the        the Department of E nvironmental 

drums called them back to their garri-        Protection, P.O. Box HM 834, Hamil-

sons at nightfall. I t’s presented once or        ton HM CX, B ermuda ( & 441/236-twice per month, r otating among the        4201), or the B ermuda Department of 

City of H amilton, St. George, and the  Tourism (see “ Visitor Information,” in 

Royal Naval Dockyard. The ceremony  the Fast Facts section of appendix A).

usually takes place fr om A pril to J uly, 

International R ace Week. Every y ear,  program of cultural and sporting events   47

during late A pril and early M ay, this        is presented (the schedule will be av ail-

yachting ev ent pits equiv alent v essels       able at the tourist office). Any hotel in 

from seven classes of sailing craft against       town can fill y ou in on the ev    ents 

one another .  Yachting enthusiasts        planned for the y ear’s biggest political 

around the world follo w the knockout        celebration, or contact the B    ermuda 

elimination-style event with avid inter- Department of  Tourism O ffice (see  

est. The Marion-to-Bermuda Race (see  “Visitor Information,” in the Fast Facts 

below) takes place in June.                    section of appendix A).

  Other sailing contests ar e scheduled     JUNE                                          PL

for alternate y ears.  The world ’s most  ANNING  Queen’s Birthday.  The Queen’s bir th-

 

port–Bermuda Race, falls next in J une  Front Street in the City of H amilton.    Y  2010. The record to date, which star ts  First or second M onday in J une; con- famous wind-driven contest, the N ew- day is celebrated with a parade do wn 

in Newport, Rhode Island, is a 56-hour  OUR

tact the Bermuda Department of Tour-

 

  Unfortunately for spectators, the fin- www.bermudatourism.com for exact     T  ish lines for the island ’s sailing races  schedules.  transit.                                            ism O ffice at & 800/BERMUDA or      TRIP

 

ward, boats are often moored in Ham-  This   1,038km (645-mile) sailboat race fr om  usually lie several miles offshore. After- O  Marion-to-Bermuda R ace.  BERMUD

 

boats come in. E ven better: H ead for  held in mid-J une. S ee the entr y for  A  “International Race  Week,” under   any of the City of H amilton’s harbor- April, above, for details on international  the harbor is good for watching the  Marion, Massachusetts, to B ermuda is  ilton H arbour; any v antage point on 

 

M the  Cup M atch and S omers D ays. Also   C  Sailing S ecretary,  R oyal B ermuda ALEND  Yacht Club, P.O. Box HM 894, Hamil- known as the Cup Match Cricket Festi- val, this annual ev ent celebrates the  ton HM DX, B ermuda (  &  441/295- year’s bounty with B ermuda’s most   2214;  www .rbyc.bm), or (for races  AR  illustrious cricket match. I t’s often   originating off the U.S. coast) the  New  OF E  compared to American  Thanksgiving.  York Yacht Club,  37 W. 44th St., New  Cricketers fr om the East E nd (S t.  York, NY 10036 (  &  212/382-1000;VENT  George’s Cricket Club) play off against  www.nyyc.org).  those fr om the  West E nd (S omerset S  AY  Cricket Club), with lots of attendant  Bermuda H eritage D ay and M onth.  over pints of ale.                                     & 441/295-2214, or visit www . marionbermuda.com.  For information on all sailing ev ents A held off the coast of B ermuda, contact UGUST    A brate their wins (or justify their losses)         sailing ev ents. F or mor e information,      BERMUD call front pubs, wher e racing cr owds cele- 3

 

Bermuda H eritage M onth culminates       British-derived pr otocol and hoopla. Tickets cost about $10; they’re available on Bermuda D ay, M ay 24, a public at the gate on match day . The event is holiday that ’s B ermuda’s equiv alent of held on Thursday and Friday before the Independence D ay. B ermuda D ay is first M onday in A ugust. F or mor e punctuated with parades thr ough information, call & 441/297-0374. downtown H amilton, dinghy and  S cycling races, and the B ermuda H alf-EPTEMBER Labour Day. This public holiday, held Day M arathon (open only to island on the first M onday in S eptember, residents). For the rest of the month, a 

48

Tips  Your Own Personal “Weblet”

The Bermudian government remains committed to attracting more and more 

visitors. It offers a personalized Bermuda mini-guidebook for potential visitors. 

Within minutes of hanging up the phone, Internet-connected 800/BERMUDA callers receive a personalized “weblet” that gives specific, detailed information on 

hotels and activities based on information supplied by the caller. Your weblet’s 

search engines allow you to supply personal criteria and receive a selection of 

hotels and restaurants designed to appeal to your taste and pocketbook. Special-

A interest buttons can be pressed for data on golf, honeymoon packages, nightlife, 

and sports facilities.

 

 BERMUD

 T                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          features a host of activities; it ’s also the O                                                  of honor , celebrates the opening of 

ideal time for a picnic.  The high point  Parliament by His Excellency the gover-

 TRIP                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          is a parade fr om Union Square in the                                                      nor, as the Queen’s personal representa-

OUR City of Hamilton’s Bernard Park. tive. In anticipation of the entr y of the 

 Y members of Parliament (MPs) at 11am,  Marine Science D ay.  Lectures, hands-

on demonstrations, and displays for  crowds begin gathering outside the

ANNING adults and childr en mar k this day   Cabinet Building around 9:30 or 10am. 

PL devoted to the study of the sea. I Spectators traditionally include lots of  t is 

hosted b y the  schoolchildren being trained in civic  BBSR  (Bermuda B io-

 

3 logical S tation for R esearch, I nc.) protocol, as w ell as nostalgia buffs out  .  Call & for a whiff of B ritish-style pomp . For  441/297-1880  or visit www .  &  more information, call 

S 800/223- bios.edu for mor e information. E nd of  6106.  November 6.  September.

VENT                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        Invitation Tennis Weeks. M ore than O CTOBER

 OF E Match R acing. 100 visiting play ers vie with B ermudi-  F or M atch Racing,  

AR pairs of identical sailing v essels, staffed  ans during 2 w eeks of matches. U nlike 

 

throughout the world, compete in elim- virtually ev eryone buys tickets at the  Ber- gate. For information, contact the  by a r otating r oster of teams fr om  Wimbledon—this event’s role model—

 

 C                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        muda Lawn  Tennis Association, P.O. month. For details on international sail-A ALEND                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          ination-style contests thr oughout the N ing ev ents, see the entr y for “I nterna- Box HM 341, Hamilton HM BX, Ber- &  muda (  441/296-0834;  www .blta.  tional Race Week,” under April, above.  bm). Early November.  OVEMBER

BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        Remembrance Day. Bermudian police, Guy Fawkes Day. A small annual cele-

bration with a minifair mar ks this day.  British and U.S. militar y units, B ermu-

The celebration star ts with the tradi- dians, and v eterans’ organizations par-

tional burning of 17th-centur y British  ticipate in a small parade in remembrance 

traitor Guy Fawkes’s effigy at the Keep- of all who have given their lives in battle. 

yard of the B                                November 11. ermuda M aritime 

Museum, R oyal N aval D ockyard, at        World Rugby Classic. Former interna-

4:30pm. November 5. tional rugby players, who have recently 

The Opening of P arliament. retired fr om the international stage,   A tradi-

tional ceremony, with a militar y guard  compete with B ermudians at the  

Bermuda National Sports Club (& 441/ the sponsors ’ stringent r equirements   49

295-6574; www.worldrugby.bm). Mid-      and may appear only b    y invitation. 

November. Spectators are welcome to watch fr om 

D                              the sidelines for free. For more informa-ECEMBER

 

amateur foursomes fr om international  Golf Tournament, P.O. Box WK 127,  &  Warwick  WK BX, B ermuda (  Bermuda Goodwill Tournament. tion, contact the Bermuda G oodwill   Pro-

 

golf clubs play mor e than 72 holes on                                           441/ 295-4640; www .bermudagoodwill. four of B ermuda’s eight courses. Any-org). Early December. one who wants to compete must pass 

PL

ANNING

 

2  ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  YOUR

 

PASSPORTS to fill out an immigration application for     TRIP  As of January 1, 2008, under ne w Home- an extended stay, which then will or will not  be approved by authorities.  land S ecurity r egulations, Americans   T  For information on ho w to get a pass- returning fr om B ermuda and the Carib-O BERMUD  bean must show passports when reentering  port, go to “P assports” in the “F ast Facts”  (p. 228)—the w ebsites listed pr ovide  the United States. Since the beginning of  downloadable passport applications as well  2007, travelers returning to Canada hav e  as the current fees for pr ocessing passport A  to show passports as well.  applications. For an up-to-date, countr y- Bermuda I mmigration authorities   by-country listing of passpor t r equire- require  U.S. citizens  to have at least one of  3  ments ar ound the world, go to the  the following items in their possession: a  ENTR  “Foreign Entry Requirement” Web page of  birth cer tificate (or a cer tified copy of it  the U.S. S tate D epartment at  http://  accompanied by a photo ID), a U.S. natu- Y  travel.state.gov  ralization cer tificate, a v alid passpor t, a  .  REQUIREMENT

 

U.S. Alien R egistration car d, or a U.S.      Visas reentry permit. Go with the passport. Americans who plan to be in Bermuda less Canadian citiz ens must hav e either a  than 90 days don ’t need a visa. Like wise, birth certificate (or a certified copy), a Cana-for the same stays, B ritish citizens, as well dian cer tificate of citiz enship, or a v alid     S as Canadians, Australians, South Africans, passport plus pr oof of Landed I mmigrant New Z ealanders, and I rish nationals  status. don’t need a visa. F or travelers from other Bermuda I mmigration authorities  nations, passpor t and visa r equirements require visitors from the United Kingdom are liable to change at short notice. Before and Europe to sho w a v alid passport. All planning a trip to B ermuda, check with visitors must hav e a r eturn or onwar d your local embassy or consulate. ticket in addition to their valid passport or 

original birth certificate.                        Traveling with Minors

Any trav eler staying in B ermuda longer     It’s always wise to hav e plenty of docu-

than 3 w eeks must apply to the      Chief    mentation when traveling in today’s world 

Immigration O fficer in person, at the        with childr en. F or changing details on 

Government A dministration B uilding, 30   entry r equirements for childr en trav eling 

Parliament St., Hamilton HM 12, Bermuda    abroad, keep up-to-date b y going to the 

(& 441/295-5151; www.immigration.gov.   U.S. S tate D epartment w ebsite: http://

bm), for an extended stay. You will be asked     travel.state.gov/foreignentryreqs.html. 50     To pr event international child abduc-     machines; historic articles (relating to Ber-

tion, go vernments hav e initiated pr oce- muda); lotter y adv ertisements and mate-

dures at entry and exit points. These often     rial; motor cycles or motor v     ehicles; 

(but not always) include r equiring docu- obscene publications; organotin anti-foul-

mentary evidence of r elationship and  ing paint; pesticides, plants, plant mate-

permission for the child’s travel from the  rial, or fr uits and v egetables (living or 

parent or legal guardian not present. Hav- dead, including seeds); prescription drugs; 

ing such documentation on hand, ev en if  prohibited or seditious publications; and 

not r equired, facilitates entries and exits.  VHF radios or radar and citiz ens band 

A                                                                                                                                                                                              All childr en must hav e their o wn pass-    (CB) radios.

port. To obtain a passpor t, the child must When you’re leaving Bermuda (if you’re 

be pr esent—that is, in person—at the  flying back to the United States) a customs 

center issuing the passpor t. Both par ents     inspector will ask to see a copy of the 

 

 BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                              must be pr esent as w ell. I f not, then a                          incoming Bermuda form that was stamped O T notarized statement fr om the par ents is and given to you as you cleared Bermuda 

required. Customs. Make sure that you hold onto it 

 TRIP                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          All questions par ents or guar dians                        and can produce it on short notice. OUR might have can be answered by calling the  For additional information on tempo-

 Y                                                                                                                                                                                              National P assport I nformation Center                      rary admission, expor t and customs r egu-

at & 877/487-2778 M onday thr ough    lations, and tariffs, contact      Bermuda 

Friday from 8am to 8pm Eastern Standard    Customs at & 441/278-7422 or customs_ ANNING                                                                                                                                                                                              Time.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         valuation@gov.bm, or visit the B ermuda 

 

PL                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            Customs website at www.customs.gov.bm. CUSTOMS

 

3 FOR RESIDENT S OF   THE U .S. Fo r  Visitors may bring into Bermuda duty-free  specifics on what y ou can bring back and  S apparel and articles for their personal use,  the corr esponding fees, do wnload the   including sports equipment, cameras, 200  invaluable free pamphlet  Know Before You  cigarettes, 1 liter of liquor , and 1 liter of 

 

 REQUIREMENT duties. All impor ts may be inspected on  You G o! O nline B rochure.”) O r contact  arrival.  Visitors entering B ermuda may  the  U.S. Customs & B order Protection  also claim a duty-free gift allowance.  wine. Certain foodstuffs may be subject to  “Travel,” and then click on “Kno w Before  Go online at    www.cbp.gov. (Click on 

Y (CBP), 1300 P ennsylvania A ve., NW ,  Persons who ar e taking pr escription    Washington, DC 20229 (

 

ENTR                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            8667) and request the pamphlet. toms officials at the point of entr y. Medi-FOR RESIDENT S OF  C ANADA medication must inform B ermuda cus- & 877/287-

cines must be in labeled containers.  F or  a 

Travelers should carr y a copy of the writ- clear summary of Canadian rules, write for 

ten pr escription and a letter fr the booklet I Declare, issued b y the Can- om the 

physician or pharmacist confirming the  ada B order S ervices A gency  (& 800/

reason the medicine is prescribed. 622-6232 in Canada, or 204/983-3500; 

Bermuda customs authorities may       www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca).

enforce strict regulations concerning tem-     FOR RESIDENT S OF   THE U .K.   For 

porary impor tation into or expor t fr om    information, contact HM C ustoms & 

Bermuda of items such as animals; arms,      Excise at & 0845/010-9000 (from out-

ammunition, or explosives; building sand,  side the U.K., 020/8929-0152), or consult 

crushed r ock, grav el, peat, soil, or syn-       their website at www.hmce.gov.uk.

thetic potting media; foodstuffs (animal       FOR RESIDENT S OF  A USTRALIA A 

origin); fumigating substances; gaming   helpful brochure available from Australian  consulates or C ustoms offices is    Know    For more information, contact New Zea-   51 Before Y ou  Go. F or mor e information,     land Customs, The Customhouse, 17–21 

call the Australian C ustoms S ervice at  Whitmore S t., Bo x 2218,  Wellington 

& 1300/363-263, or log on to     www.   (& 04/473-6099 or 0800/428-786;  

customs.gov.au .                           www.customs.govt.nz).

 

Most questions ar e answ ered in a fr ee  Unless you’re arriving from an area known  FOR RESIDENT S OF  NE W ZEAL AND   MEDICAL REQUIREMENTS

 

Customs Guide for Travellers, Notice no. 4. New Zealand  tions or v accinations are not r equired for  sulates and Customs offices:                   to be suffering from an epidemic, inocula-pamphlet av ailable at N ew Z ealand con-

entry into Bermuda. PL

ANNING

 

3  GET TING THERE & GET TING AROUND  YOUR

GETTING TO BERMUDA      US Airways (& 800/428-4322; www.    TRIP

 

From North America’s East Coast, you can    from Washington, D.C.                      TO USA3000 Airlines, a low-fare, full-ser-be in Bermuda in approximately 2 hours. By Plane usairways.com) offers daily nonstop flights 

From London, E ngland, the trip takes  vice airline, is now the newest air route to    BERMUD

 

www.aa.com) flies nonstop , twice a day , American Airlines (& the B altimore/Washington I nternational  800/433-7300;  A  Airport and twice w eekly fr om N ewark.  about 7 hours. Bermuda, flying thr ee times w eekly from 

from N ew  York’s JFK Airpor t and once     For mor e information, check      www. daily fr om M iami. D epartures coincide  USA3000.com . 3

 

elsewhere in North America. www.united.com) offers daily service from   TING  Delta  with doz ens of connecting flights fr om       United Airlines  (& 800/538-2929;    GET

 

com) offers daily nonstop ser vice fr om       Air Canada (& 888/247-2262; www.     THERE aircanada.ca) offers daily nonstop flights   (&                              Chicago. 800/221-1212; www.delta. Boston and N ew  York and two flights 

 

daily from Atlanta. from Toronto, with fr equent connections  Continental Airlines  &   (  &  into  Toronto fr om vir tually ev ery other  800/231- GET  city in Canada. The flight departs around 

0856; www.continental.com) offers non-

stop ser vice fr om N ew J ersey’s N ewark     9am, permitting conv enient connections     TING

Airport. D epartures ar e twice daily .  The     from Montreal and Quebec City. The air-

low-cost carrier JetBlue Airways (&         line also offers a nonstop flight from Hali-800/     AROUND

JET-BLUE;                          fax on Saturday at noon. www.jetblue.com) now offers two daily nonstop flights betw een N ew  The airline of choice fr om the U nited 

York and B ermuda.  The 2-hour flights      Kingdom is British Air ways  (& 0844/

originate at K ennedy I nternational Air- 493-0787; www .britishairways.com). I t 

port. flies from London’s Gatwick Airport from 

 

Tips P acking Tip

Bermuda is more formal than most resort destinations, so men planning to dine 

at upscale restaurants should be sure to pack a jacket and tie.

52   five to seven times a week, year-round. No       hotel w ebsites for booking) include  

other airline flies nonstop between Britain        Sidestep.com and    Kayak.com—the 

and Bermuda. latter includes far es for budget carriers 

Most airlines offer the best deals on  like J etBlue and S pirit as w ell as the 

tickets booked at least 14 days in advance,        major airlines. Site59.com is a gr eat 

with a stopo ver in B ermuda of at least 3  source for last-minute flights and get-

days.  You might need to stay o ver on a        aways. In addition, most airlines offer 

Saturday night to keep far es do wn. Air- online-only fares that even their phone 

fares fluctuate according to the season, but  agents kno w nothing about. B ritish 

A tend to r emain competitiv e among the        travelers should check Flights Interna-

companies vying for a piece of the lucra-         tional  (&   0800/0187050; www .

tive Bermuda run. flights-international.com) for deals on 

Peak season (summer) is the most           flights all over the world.

 

 BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                              expensive time to go; lo w season (usually                   •  Keep an ey e on local ne wspapers for O T from mid-S ept to mid-M ar) sees less  promotional specials or fare wars,

expensive far es.  The airlines that fly to  when airlines lower prices on their most 

 TRIP                                                                                                                                                                                              Bermuda seldom obser ve a shoulder                                popular routes. OUR (intermediate) season. B ecause most air-     • Consolidators, also kno wn as bucket 

 Y                                                                                                                                                                                              craft flying fr om North America to B er-                                 shops, are wholesale brokers in the air-

muda ar e medium-siz e, ther e’s space for  line-ticket game. Consolidators buy  

only two classes of ser vice: first class and  deeply discounted tickets (“ distressed” 

ANNING                                                                                                                                                                                              economy.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        inventories of unsold seats) fr om air-

PL                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        lines and sell them to online ticket Flying for Less: Tips for Getting 

 

3 the Best Airfare agencies, trav el agents, tour operators,  •  Passengers who can book their ticket  corporations, and, to a lesser degree, the  general public. Consolidators adv ertise  either 

minute, in S unday ne wspaper trav el sections   or who  long in adv ance or at the last 

 

 GET plans. tickets ar e often rigged with r estric- tions, such as stiff cancellation penalties  • S earch  the Internet  for cheap fares. The   &  (as high as 50% to 75% of the ticket  most popular online trav el agencies are  price). And keep in mind that most of  Travelocity.com  (www .travelocity.co.  what y ou see adv ertised is of limited   THERE  uk);  Expedia.com  (www.expedia.co.uk  availability. S everal r eliable consolida- and www.expedia.ca); and  Orbitz.com  .  TING  tors are worldwide and available online.  In the U.K., go to  Travelsupermarket  STA T ravel  (www .statravel.com) has   (  &  GET  0845/345-5708;  www .travelsuper  been the world ’s leading consolidator  market.com), a flight search engine that   AROUND in the U.S. and the U.K.  They can be  the full fare. If your schedule is flexible,  great sour ces for cheap international  say so, and ask if y  ou can secur e a  tickets. On the do wnside, bucket-shop  TING  cheaper far e b y changing y our flight  trafficked hours (often in small ads with tiny type), both   may pay a fraction of  fly midweek or at less-

 

offers flight comparisons for the budget  for students since pur chasing Council  Travel, but their far es ar e competitiv e  airlines whose seats often end up in  for trav elers of all ages.  Flights.com  bucket-shop sales. O ther w ebsites for  (  &  800/TRAV-800;  www.flights.com)  booking airline tickets online include  has ex cellent far es worldwide.  Fly- Cheapflights.com  ,  SmarterTravel.com  ,  Cheap   (  &  800/FLY-CHEAP;  www .  Priceline.com  , and  Opodo  (www .  1800flycheap.com) has especially good  opodo.co.uk). Meta search sites (which  fares to sunny destinations.  Air Tickets  find and then dir ect you to airline and 

53

 

Tips  Getting Through the Airport

 

•  Arrive at the airpor t at least 1 hour bef ore a domestic flight and 2 hours 

before an international flight. You can check the a verage wait times at y our 

airport by going to the TSA Security Checkpoint Wait Times site (waittime/

tsa.dhs.gov).

•  Know what y ou can carr y on and what y ou can ’t. F or the lat est updat es 

 

•  Beat the ticket-counter lines by using the self-service electronic ticket kiosks on items you are prohibited to bring in carr y-on luggage, go t o www.tsa. PL  gov/travelers/airtravel  .ANNING

at the airpor t or ev en printing out y our boarding pass at home fr om the 

airline website. Using curbside check -in is also a smar t way to avoid lines.  Y

•  Help speed up securit y before you’re screened. Remove jackets, shoes, belt  OUR

buckles, heavy jewelry, and watches and place them either in your carry-on 

luggage or the securit y bins pr ovided. Plac e key s, c oins, c ellphones, and   TRIP

pagers in a securit y bin. I f you have metallic body par ts, carry a not e from   T

your doctor. When possible, keep pack ing liquids in checked baggage . O

•  Use a  TSA-approved lock f or y our checked luggage . L ook f or  Travel S en-  BERMUD

try–certified locks at luggage or tra vel shops and Br ookstone st ores (or 

online at w ww.brookstone.com).

A

 

Direct 3   (  &  800/778-3447;  www .air  are flexible, y ou may strike gold.  To  GET  ticketsdirect.com) is based in M ontreal  play the fr equent-flier game to y our 

and not only do they offer lo w far es,  best advantage, consult the community   TING

they also book trips to places that U.S.        bulletin boar ds on FlyerTalk (www .

travel agents won’t touch, such as Cuba. flyertalk.com) or go to Randy Petersen’s    THERE

• J oin frequent-flier clubs. F requent-       Inside F lyer (www .insideflyer.com). 

 

flier membership doesn ’t cost a cent,         Petersen and friends r eview all the pr o-     & but it does entitle y ou to free tickets or grams in detail and post regular updates  GET

upgrades when y ou amass the airline ’s       on changes in policies and trends.

 

points.  You don ’t ev en hav e to fly to      By Cruise Ship                         AROUND earn points; required number of fr TING  equent-flier 

frequent-flier credit cards    Cruise ships tie up at thr ee harbors in 

can earn y ou thousands of miles for  Bermuda: St. George in the East E nd, the 

doing y our ev eryday shopping. B ut  Royal Naval Dockyard in the  West End, 

keep in mind that awar d seats ar e lim-    and H amilton H arbour at the City of 

ited, seats on popular routes are hard to    Hamilton. H owever, ships coming into 

snag, and more and more major airlines    the harbor at H amilton may be on the 

are cutting their expiration periods for      wane.

mileage points—so check y our airline’s       While the cr uise experience isn ’t for 

frequent-flier program so you don’t lose    everyone, it’s very appealing to some peo-

your miles before you use them. Inside  ple, and is certainly a carefree, all-inclusive 

tip: A ward seats ar e offer ed almost a  vacation. Ships from the East Coast of the 

year in advance, but seats also open up     United S tates r each B ermuda in a little 

at the last minute, so if your travel plans     over a day .  You’ll spend a fe w full days 54   (usually 3) moored at the island, exploring       to Bermuda, leaving Bayonne, NJ, and 

during the day and returning to the ship at       ending up in Fort Lauderdale.

night. It’s conv enient and comfor table—    • Norwegian Cruise Line (& 866/234-

like having a luxur y hotel and r estaurant        0292; www .ncl.com). NCL offers  

that travels with you. affordable (sometimes downright cheap) 

Of course, that ’s also its major disad-         down-to-earth cr uises.    Norwegian 

vantage. Most cr uisers don’t get to kno w       Dawn sails to Bermuda from the port of 

the real Bermuda as well as those who stay  New  York for 7-night jaunts A pril to 

in hotels ashor e. For instance, cr uise-ship        October, and Norwegian Dr eam offers A passengers generally eat all their meals  similar 7-night cr uises fr om Boston 

aboard the ship—mainly because they ’ve  May to O ctober. NCL’s ships offer a 

already paid for the meals as par t of their  great r oster of activities and spor ts, of 

cruise price—and so they miss out on  both the activ e and the spectator v ari-

 

 BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                              sampling B ermuda’s cuisine.  They also                                    ety. The ship ev en has spor ts bars with O T rarely get to meet and interact with B er-links to ESPN, so y ou won’t miss the 

mudians the way land-based visitors do. big game. NCL ’s inno vation is what 

 TRIP                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          Seven-day cruises out of New York usu-                                                   they call “Freestyle Cruising.” As part of OUR ally include 4 days at sea, with 3 days in  this concept, passengers ar e no longer 

 Y                                                                                                                                                                                              port.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   assigned a dining time; instead they can 

 

3 PL is “resort casual,” with occasional dress- cruise line. S ome lines want their passen- up nights that ar e completely optional.  gers to hav e a totally action-filled v aca- Not surprisingly, NCL tends to attract  tion—with activities fr om sunup to   a some what younger, laid-back cr owd.  sundown. O thers see time at sea as a  Most passengers ar e couples age 25 to  period of tranquillity and r elaxation, with  60, with a fair number of honeymoon- ANNING If y ou decide that a B ermuda cr uise is  room they choose, with whomever they  choose, every night. D inner dress code  right for y ou, you’ll need to choose y our  Which Cruise Line Is for You? eat at any time, in whichev er dining 

 

 GET                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        its flagship became the v enue for                          The & & • Celebrity Cruises ( 800/647-2251; Love Boat  TV series. I t’s been going www.celebrity.com). N oted for mod-strong ever since, and started including ern, state-of-the-ar t, large-but-not- THERE Bermuda in its 2008 cr uises. In Octo-mammoth cr uise ships, and for ber it sails fr om New York to San Juan exceptional cuisine and ser vice, Celeb-TING via B ermuda. A special featur e of this rity is unpretentious but classy. It’s sev-vessel is that 80% of its outside state-GET eral notches above mass market but still rooms hav e priv ate balconies. E xpect competitively priced. Cabins are roomy lots of company , as the v essel carries and well equipped, and, in general, the TING scheduled B ermuda sailings. S ee the sec-        during holidays. • Princess Cruises (& 800/PRINCESS;  tion that follows for tips on getting a good  www.princess.com) achieved fame when  deal on the price.  AROUND ers. Families with kids tend to sho w up  cruise lines listed her e offer r egularly  less emphasis on organiz ed activities. The 

3,100 passengers.

 

the glitz of some competitors. Celebrity       (& 866/562-7625; www.royalcaribbean. attracts a br oad range of passengers, com).  The atmospher e onboar d these decor is elegantly modern, esche wing    • Royal C aribbean I nternational including families drawn b y the line ’s  vessels is a little mor e high-energy than 

children’s programs. The line’s Constel- that of Celebrity ’s ships, and r oughly 

lation offers 11-night cruises in October  comparable to that of NCL’s. Stopovers 

include 2 days in S t. G eorge and 2 1/2    Charlotte, NC 28209 ( & 866/591-8129   55

days in Hamilton Harbour. Grandeur of    or 704/556-8311; www .manntraveland

the Seas includes B ermuda in its 5-day     cruises.com).

 

June and S eptember and O ctober. The    • Book early: You can often receive con-Explorer also sails to B ermuda on  siderable savings on a 7-day cr uise b y itineraries fr om B altimore, A pril to     A Few Money-Saving Tips

9-night cr uises fr om B ayonne, NJ,   booking early. Ask a travel agent or call 

 

October. You can find all walks of life      • Book an inside cabin: If you’re trying on a Royal Caribbean cruise. The com-    PL April and J une to A ugust, as w ell as        the cruise line directly.

mon denominator: passengers looking  ANNING  cabin (one without a windo w). They’re  to keep costs do wn, ask for an inside 

 

ting. Most passengers ar e couples, but  amenities as the more expensive outside  there also tend to be plenty of families    Y  cabins. I f y ou’re planning on using  for fun and action in an attractiv e set-       often the same siz e and offer the same 

and singles onboar d as w ell. Ov erall,  OUR

the space only to sleep , who needs a 

 

ing for a good time, no matter what        • Take adv antage of senior discounts: their age.       T The cr uise industr y offers some dis-passengers are active, social, and look-        window?                                    TRIP How to Get the Best Deal on  O  counts to seniors (usually defined as 

 BERMUD

Your Cruise anyone 55 or older), so don’t keep your 

Cruise lines operate like airlines, setting  age a secret. Membership in AARP, for 

rates for their cr uises and then selling          example, can net y ou substantial dis-      A

them in a rapid-fir e series of discounts,         counts; always ask y our trav el agent 

offering almost whatev er it takes to fill          about these types of discounts when         3

their ships. B ecause of this, gr eat deals        you’re booking.

come and go in the blink of an ey e, and     • Don’t sail alone: Cruise lines base their     GET

most ar e av ailable only thr ough trav el       rates on double occupancy, so solo pas-     TING agents. sengers usually pay betw een 150% and 

If y ou hav e a trav el agent y ou tr ust,  200% of the per-person rate. I f you’re    THERE

leave the details to him or her . If not, tr y        traveling alone, most lines hav e a pr o-

 

contacting a travel agent who specializes in  gram that allows two solo passengers to    &  booking cruises. Some of the most likely  share a cabin. GET  contenders include the following:  Cruises,  GETTING AROUND  Inc.,  1415 NW 62 S t., S uite 205, F ort TING  Arriving By Plane  Lauderdale, FL 33009 (  &  888/218- Planes arriv e at the  Bermuda I nterna- AROUND  4228;  www.cruiseinc.com);  Cruises Only,  tional Airpor t (BDA),  100 Sylvan Rd., Suite 600,  Woburn, MA   Kindley F ield  Road, S t. G eorge (  01801 (  &  800/278-4737;  www .cruises  &  441/293-2470;

only.com); The Cruise Company, 10760  www.bermudaairport.com), 14.5km (9  

Q St., Omaha, NE 68127 ( & 800/289-   miles) east of the City of H amilton and 

5505; www .thecruisecompany.com);  about 27km (17 miles) east of Somerset at 

Kelly C ruises, 1315  W. 22nd S t., S uite     the far western end of Bermuda.

105, Oak Brook, IL 60523 ( & 800/837-      The flight from most East Coast desti-

7447; www .kellycruises.com); Hartford    nations––including N ew  York, Raleigh/

Holidays Travel, 129 H illside Ave., Wil-    Durham, B altimore, and Boston––takes liston P ark, NY 11596 (   & 800/828-    about 2 hours. F lights from Atlanta take 

4813; www .hartfordholidays.com); and     21/2 hours; fr om Toronto, it’s less than 3 

Mann Travel & C ruises, 4400 Park Rd.,    hours.

56     After clearing C ustoms (see “E ntry    holidays. Luggage carries a surcharge of $1 

Requirements,” earlier in this chapter , for  per piece. I n almost ev ery case, a meter 

details), you can pick up tourist informa- determines the far e, unless y ou ask for a 

tion at the airpor t before heading to y our     general tour of the island.

hotel. Because you aren’t allowed to rent a  There are several authorized taxi com-

car in Bermuda, and buses don’t allow pas-    panies on the island, including C.O.O.P.

sengers to boar d with luggage, y ou must     (& 441/292-4476), and Bermuda Taxi 

rely on a taxi or miniv an to r each y our     Radio Cabs Ltd. (& 441/295-4141).

hotel. It’s cheaper for a par ty of four or mor e 

A Leaving the Airport by Taxi or  to call a minivan and split the cost than to 

 

More than 600 taxis ar e available on Ber- people with luggage can fit into each taxi).  Arrange, if it’s practical, for a 10-passenger  Minivan take two taxis (because usually only two 

 

3 OUR Cahhow Way, St. George CR 04 (& 441/  Taxis in Bermuda are unduly expensive:   Y  293-1334;  www .bermudahosts.bm). I f  They usually move slowly, meters seem to  you’re trav eling in a par ty of only two,  rise alarmingly fast, and taxi far  es will  consider asking a waiting char tered bus at  inevitably represent a significant per cent- ANNING  the airpor t if it has r oom to take in two  age of y our day-to-day spending money .  PL  extra passengers. U sing that mode of   Regrettably, this situation can’t be avoided.  transportation, trips fr om the airpor t to  Nonresidents are forbidden to driv e cars,  such nearby hotels as Grotto Bay will cost  and your only other option involves either  as little as $15 per person, trips to the City  walking (not practical on many of the very   T group, for a bus holding betw een 20 and  four passengers. If you and your traveling  25 passengers, befor e y ou arriv e in B er- companion have a lot of luggage, y ou will   TRIP  muda b y contacting  Bermuda H osts,  3  need the taxi to yourselves.  O minivan, or if y ou’re conducting a large  Taxis are allowed to carr y a maximum of   BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                              muda, and cabbies meet all arriving flights. 

 

 AROUND narrow roads) or renting either a bicycle or  of H amilton will cost ar ound $30 per  person, and trips to the island ’s distant  a small-capacity motorcycle (more on that  West End will cost around $60 per person.  later).  Bear in mind, ho wever, that these far es  Unless the taxi has been specifically  are imposed on a per-person basis, and  TING  called to pick you up, in which case it will  taxis charge their rates for a collectiv e car- be a bit higher , the meter should r ead   GET  load of up to four passengers, depending  $4.80 when y ou first get in a cab . After   &  on their ability to fit in all their luggage.  that, expect to pay $6 for the first 1.6km 

 THERE                                                                                                                                                                                              (1 mile) and $1.68 for each additional         Arriving By Cruise Ship

 

TING The follo wing is a sample of taxi far es,  muda. The staff will present you with a list  including a tip of 10% to 15%, fr om the  of tour options long befor e you arrive in  1.6km (1 mile) for up to four passengers.  This is the easiest way to arriv e in B er-

GET                                                                                                                                                                                              airport: to any point within the City of                                  port, and almost ev erything is done for 

Hamilton, expect a metered fare of around  you unless y ou choose to make y our own 

 

George, around $15 to $20; to points near  taxi tour is far mor e expensiv e than an  Tucker’s Town, around $30; to such south- organized tour). M ost passengers book  $25 to $30; to points in and ar ound St.  arrangements (although an independent 

shore beach hotels as Elbow Beach, around  shore ex cursions when they r eserve their 

 

as the  West E nd, ar ound $60. F ares  Depending on your ship, you will prob- increase b y 25% betw een midnight and  ably arrive in either the City of H amilton  $38 to $48; and to such far-distant points     cruise.

6am, as w ell as all day on S undays and  (best for shopaholics) or S t. George (best 
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Tips  Taxi Touring Tip

When a taxi has a blue flag on its hood (locals call the hood the  “bonnet”), the 

driver is qualified to serve as a tour guide. The government checks out and tests 

these drivers, so you should use them if you plan to tour Bermuda by taxi. “Blue-bonnet” drivers charge no more than regular taxi drivers.

  For a radio-dispatched cab, call C.O.O.P. (& 441/292-4476).

 

PL

for architecture and histor y buffs). A fe w  there would be traffic chaos if ne wcomers   ANNING

ships dock at the R oyal Naval Dockyard  were allowed to take to the roads in rented 

on Bermuda’s West End. Whichever port    cars.

 

you dock at, y ou can avail yourself of the        The resulting dependence on cabs and       YOUR waiting taxis near y our ship , or r ent a rented motor scooters, mopeds, and bicy-

moped or bicy cle and do some touring  cles is simply a fact of Bermudian life that    TRIP

and shopping on y our o wn. F or mor e    newcomers quickly accept as par t of the 

 

information about cr uising to B ermuda,    island’s charm. Although not having a car       TO see p. 53. at y our disposal is inconv enient, the   BERMUD island’s tourist brochures make it seem just By Car wonderful: a happy couple bicy cling or Driving is on the left, and the national mopeding ar ound B ermuda on a sunny A speed limit is 32kmph (20 mph) in the day, slowly putt-putting across the islands. countryside, 24kmph (15 mph) in busier What the br ochures don ’t tell y ou is areas. Cars are limited to one per r esident that the roads are too narrow, and Bermu-3 family—and visitors ar e not allo wed to dians—who are likely to own cars, and pay GET rent cars at all.  You’ll rely on taxis, bikes, dearly for the privilege—feel that the road motorized bicycles called “putt-putts,” and TING is theirs. Sometimes it starts raining almost maybe ev en a r omantic, color ful, fringe-without warning; but the skies usually  THERE topped surrey. clear rapidly, and the r oads dr y quickly. 

 

By Taxi                         During inclement w eather, scooter riders are likely to be edged close—sometimes      & Dozens of taxis roam the island, and virtu- GET disturbingly close—to the shoulder; after ally ev ery hotel, r estaurant, and shop is rainstorms, they ’ll almost cer tainly be  happy to call one for y ou.  The hourly TING splattered with water or mud. M any acci-charge is $40 for one to four passengers. A dents occur on slipper y roads after a rain,  AROUND luxury tour van accommodating up to six especially involving those not accustomed passengers costs $55 to $65 an hour . I f to using a motor scooter. you want to use one for a sightseeing tour, Who should r ent a moped or scooter , the minimum is 3 hours. and who should av oid them altogether? 

By Motorbike Frankly, the answ er depends on y our 

Bermuda is the only A tlantic island that  physical fitness and the time of day . Even 

restricts car o wnership to local r esidents.     the most stiffly star ched might find a Part of the r eason for this is the notori- wind-whipped morning ride fr om the  

ously narr ow r oads, which hav e small or     hotel to the beach or tennis courts invigo-

nonexistent shoulders and hundr eds of     rating and fun. D ressed to the nines for a 

blind curves. Add frequent rainfall and the  candlelit dinner, you’d find the experience 

British custom of driving on the left, and      horrifying. And although the putt-putters 58

Who Are You Talking To?

Police are cracking down on vacationers who use cellphones while riding motor-

cycles cross island. They are being pulled over by the police and given a fine. Bike 

riders are also affected. Police found that many cyclists use cellphones tucked 

into their helmet or hand held while they ar e riding. The police said, “It is now apparent some cyclists are riding while using their cellular phones to send text 

messages. We strongly urge riders to refrain from this practice, which is poten-

tially dangerous.”

A

 

can be a lot of fun during a sunny day, the  tion; for example, one tank of gas in a 

 BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                              machines can be dangerous and capricious                motorbike will take you from Somerset in 

O                                                                                                                                                                                              after dar k—and, of course, when y ou’ve                 the west to St. George in the east. T

had too many daiquiris. N ot everyone is  Among the r ental companies listed  

 TRIP                                                                                                                                                                                              fit enough, either. And visitors on mopeds                 below, there’s a tendency toward price fix-

have a high accident rate, with at least  ing. Rental fees across the island tend to be 

OUR                                                                                                                                                                                              some of the problems related to driving on                roughly equivalent, and shopping ar ound  Y

the left. for a better deal is usually a waste of time. 

Considering the hazar ds, w e usually  On average, mopeds for one rider rent for 

ANNING recommend that r easonably adept spor ts  $67 to $75 for the first day, $87 for 2 days, 

PL                                                                                                                                                                                              enthusiasts rent a moped for a day or two.                 $103 for 3 days, and $118 for 5 days. 

For evening outings, we firmly believe that  Scooters for two riders cost about $80 for 

3    a taxi is the way to go .                         1 day, $121 for 2 days, or up to $182 for 

You must be 16 or older to r      ent a     4 days. You must pay with a major cr edit 

motorbike. Some vehicles are big enough  card; it serves as a deposit in case of dam-

to cozily accommodate two adults. H el- age or theft.  You must also pur chase a 

mets ar e r equired, and r ental companies     one-time insurance policy for $30 AROUND                                                                                                                                                                                              must provide them. Know in advance that                 included in the price.  The insurance is 

TING                                                                                                                                                                                              on a hot day , they’re uncomfortable. But,     valid for the length of the r ental.

what the heck—y ou’ll be at the beach  You can r ent mopeds and scooters at 

 GET                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            Wheels Cycle soon enough.  (&                                     441/292-2245; www. &                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          What’s the difference between a moped                          bermuda.com/wheels), which has two  

and a motor scooter? M any visitors r ent  locations in the City of H amilton: one at 

 THERE one or the other and nev er really under- Flatts Village, Grotto Bay Hotel, and one 

stand the differ ence.  They’re basically      in Paget Parish. TING alike, with equiv alent maximum speeds        Oleander C ycles Ltd., 6  Valley Rd., 

and horsepo wer. M opeds hav e larger     Paget P arish ( & 441/236-5235; www .

GET                                                                                                                                                                                              wheels than scooters, and subject riders to                   oleandercycles.bm), rents only scooters. A 

fewer shocks as they traverse bumps in the  first-day r ental for a single-seater is $50, 

road. M ost (but not all) mopeds ar     e    $55 for a double. S ubsequent days hav e 

designed for one rider; scooters accom- price reductions depending on the length 

modate either a single passenger or two  of rental. There is an additional charge of 

passengers riding in tandem. $30 for insurance included in the price. 

There are quite a few gas stations (called  There are also locations at 15 Gorham Rd. 

“petrol stations ”). O nce y ou “ tank up ”     in the City of H amilton ( & 441/295-

your motorbike, chances ar e y ou’ll hav e     0919), 8 M iddle Rd. in S outhampton 

plenty of gas to get y ou to y our destina-    (& 441/234-0629), 26  York S t. in S t. George’s ( & 441/297-0478), King ’s    for 21-speed bikes ar e $30 for a 1-day      59 Wharf Dockyard (& 441/234-2764), and  rental, $50 for a 2-day rental, and $65 for 

the R eefs H otel S outhampton ( & 441/    a 3-day r ental. A $15 insurance policy is 

238-0222).  They’re open daily fr    om    required. The shop is a 10-minute taxi ride 

8:30am to 5:30pm, with a 24-hour emer-    (or a leisur ely 20-min. cy cle) west of the gency number (& 441/236-5235).         City of H amilton. As with motorbiking, 

Eve Cycle Ltd., 114 Middle Rd., Paget  exercise caution because r oads are narrow 

Parish (& 441/236-6247; www.evecycles.    and often slipper y, and scooter riders and 

com); 1  Water S t., S t. G eorge ( & 441/    left-hand driving can make things confus-

236-0839); and at the I nternational Air- ing. See “Biking,” in chapter 7, for mor e   PL

port (& 441/293-6188), rents a variety of    details.                                       ANNING

 

with a reputation that goes back to 1947, A final option for motorbike r entals,  option. You may not want to ride a bicycle    TRIP  or a motorbike.  What’s left for getting  around Bermuda? Buses, of course.  is  Smatt’s Cycle Livery, Ltd.,  74 Pitts Bay  T  The bus networ k co vers all major  O  Rd., Hamilton, Pembroke Parish (  &  441/ BERMUD  routes, and nearly all hotels, guesthouses,  295-1180;  www .smattscyclelivery.com).  and r estaurants hav e bus stops close b y.  It’s adjacent to the H  ing on the model, with successiv ely lower  You can’t r ent a car . Taxis ar e expensiv e.    YOUR  Horse-drawn carriages aren’t really a viable  prices for each additional day.  day, and $95 to $200 for 5 days, depend-scooters; they cost $30 to $53 for the first     By Bus

Hotel.  They keep a w                     There’s ev en a do-it-y ourself sightseeing ell-maintained     A amilton P rincess inventory of about 100 motorbikes, priced  tour by bus and ferry. Regularly scheduled 

at $50 for a 1-day r ental, $91 for a 2-day     buses go to most of the destinations that 

 

seaters, suitable for two riders, rent for $55     pared to wait. S ome buses don ’t r un on      GET Sundays or holidays, so be sur e you know rental, and $124 for a 3-day r ental. Dual-    interest visitors in B ermuda, but be pr e-     3

for 1 day, $102 for 2 days, and $141 for 3 

 

price. S taff will giv e y ou instr uctions on                     3 about 3km (1/ bike safety and protocol before your rental 4 miles) each.  The regular cash fare for up to thr ee zones is $3. F or experience begins.     & more than three zones, it’s $4.50. Children  GET By Bicycle premium of $30 is added onto the r ental    make.                                       THERE Bermuda is divided into 14 z ones of days. A mandator y one-time insurance  the schedule for the trip y     ou want to      TING

Looking for a more natural means of loco- 5 to 16 pay $2 for all zones; children 4 and  TING  under ride free. On the run from the City 

 

motion than a putt-putt?  You can r ent  of Hamilton to the Royal Naval Dockyard    AROUND  bikes at most cycle liveries (see “By Motor- (no. 7 or 8), the fare is $4.50 for adults, $2 

bike,” abo ve), but for cy clists who don ’t     for childr en. Note:  You must hav e the 

work out 6 hours a day, pedaling a bike up  exact change or tokens ready to deposit in 

Bermuda’s steep hills can be a bit of a chal- the fare box as you board the bus. Drivers 

lenge. Eve C ycle Ltd., 114 M iddle Rd.,     do not make change or accept bills—to 

Paget P arish ( & 441/236-6247; www .    avoid the hassle, especially if y ou plan to 

evecycles.com), offers one of the best         make good use of B ermuda’s transpor ta-

rental deals on the island. Named after the    tion networ k during y our stay , consider 

legendary matriar ch who founded the     purchasing a ticket booklet or day-pass 

company mor e than 50 y ears ago, E ve’s    (described below).

rents men’s and women’s bicycles (usually       You can pur chase $4 tokens at branch 10- to 12-speed mountain bikes, w     ell    post offices or at the Central Bus Termi-

suited to the island ’s hilly terrain). P rices     nal on  Washington Street in the City of 60   Hamilton, wher e all r outes, ex cept r oute     By Ferry

6, begin and end.  The terminal is just off  One of the most scenic ways of getting 

Church S treet, a fe w steps east of City  around Bermuda is the go vernment-oper-

Hall. You can get ther e from Front Street  ated ferr y ser vice. Ferries crisscross Great 

or Reid Street by going up Queen Street or  Sound between the City of Hamilton and 

through  Walker Ar cade and  Washington  Somerset; the one-way far e is $4.  They 

Mall. also take the harbor r oute, from the City 

If y ou plan to trav el a lot, y ou might  of Hamilton to the hotel-filled parishes of 

want to purchase a booklet of 15 tickets. A  Paget and  Warwick.  The ride fr om the 

A booklet of 14-z one tickets costs $30, of  City of Hamilton to Paget costs $2.50. On 

3-zone tickets $20. For children, 15 tickets  all r outes, childr en 5 to 16 pay $2, and 

cost $7.50, r egardless of the number of  children 4 and under ride free. Motorbikes 

 

 BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                              offices or the central bus terminal. You can                Somerset r un for $4, with bikes trans-O T zones.  You can buy the booklets at post  are allo wed on the City of H amilton to 

also purchase passes that allow travel in all  ported fr ee (these r ules and fees v ary, 

zones for 1 day to 1 month. A 1-day pass  though, so call ahead if y ou plan to take a 

 TRIP                                                                                                                                                                                              costs $12, a 2-day pass costs $20, a 3-day                       bike or motorbike with y              ou on other 

OUR                                                                                                                                                                                              pass is $28, a 1-w eek pass is $45, and a      routes).

 Y                                                                                                                                                                                              1-month pass is $55. F or more informa-                                  The ferry system also accepts the same 

tion on bus ser vice, call & 441/292- ticket booklets and day-passes as the bus 

3851. Note: These booklets and passes are  system. See “By Bus,” above, for detailed 

ANNING                                                                                                                                                                                              also usable on the ferry system (below), so                 information on those options.

PL                                                                                                                                                                                              be sur e to factor that in when deciding                                                 For ferr y ser vice information, call  

which option to choose.                     & 441/295-4506 in the City of H amil-

3      In the east, St. George’s Mini-Bus Ser-    ton. F erry schedules ar e posted at each 

vice (& 441/297-8492 or 8199) operates  landing and are available at the Ferry Ter-

a minibus service around St. George’s Par- minal, the Central B us  Terminal in the 

ish and St. David’s Island. The basic one-    City of Hamilton, and most hotels.

 AROUND way fare is $3. B uses depar t from King’s       Note: Like buses, the ferries r     equire 

Square in the center of St. George, and can  exact change (though tickets/tokens/passes 

TING                                                                                                                                                                                              be flagged do wn along the r oad. In sum-                    are strongly preferred). If you aren’t using 

mer, service is daily fr om 7:30am to mid- the aforementioned ticket booklet or pass, 

 

 GET                                                                                                                                                                                              night. In the off season, service is Monday                 be sure you have exact change or tokens. & through Thursday from 7:30am to 10pm, By Horse-Drawn Carriage Friday and S aturday fr om 7:30am until Once upon a time, this was the only way a  THERE midnight. Trolley-like buses tourist could get around Bermuda. Before  that seat 60 serve the 1946 (when automobiles first came to the TING City of H amilton and the R oyal N aval island), horses were the principal means of Dockyard. Passengers can get on and off GET transportation. They’re primarily available throughout the day for a single far e of only for those into the r omance and nos-$12. The City of Hamilton trolley stops at talgia of yesteryear. the major points of interest, including the Today, it’s estimated that about 35 or so Botanical Gardens; the dockyard bus calls of these horse-drawn vehicles are still avail-at the crafts mar ket.  Tickets ar e sold at able in Bermuda, hiring themselves out for most hotels, the City of H amilton train the tourist trade or for mor e unusual cir-station, and the O leander cycle shop (see cumstances, such as after-wedding rides of “By M otorbike,” abo ve). F or bus r outes, the bride and groom to the reception hall. see the map on the inside back co ver.

Their r outes and destinations tend to  of H amilton, adjacent to P assenger P ier   61

revolve ar ound the tried-and-tr ue.  We    no. 1 at the cr uise-ship docks. A single 

usually advise par ticipants to stick to     carriage (that is, drawn b    y one horse) 

routes within the City of H amilton (see     accommodating betw een one and four 

below). D eviations fr om these r outes—    passengers costs $50 for the first 30 min-

say, if you commission a horse and carriage  utes, or $100 for the full hour . If you call 

to pick you up at your hotel for excursions     the island ’s leading r epository of horse-

outside of the city limits of H amilton—    drawn carriages, Terceira’s Stables, Jubilee 

can cost hundr eds of dollars, depending      Road, D evonshire D V 06 ( & 441/236-

on how far they ar e from the place wher e     3014), they’ll make arrangements to hav e     PL

the carriages and horses are lodged. a carriage pick y ou up at v arious points,   ANNING

Between M arch and O ctober, driv ers    regardless of ho w far-flung, for custom-

congregate along F ront Street in the City     designed rides.

 Y

OUR

4  MONEY &  COSTS  TRIP

 

Time is money , and because B ermuda is  for the I ndependent Traveler,” later in this     TO  less than 2 hours fr om most cities on the  chapter. BERMUD  U.S. East Coast, the savings begin ev en  Dining out is an expensiv e under tak-

before y ou land on the island. A 4-day ,    ing. I n the top places, y ou can end up 

 

3-night vacation in B ermuda can actually     spending as much as $80 per person for a      A include 4 days of v acation for the price of meal, ex cluding wine. E ven moderate to 3 nights ’ accommodations. An 8:30am       expensive r estaurants charge $25 to $50 flight from New York gets you to Bermuda    per person. Any dinner under $25 per         3

in time for lunch, with the whole after- person is consider ed inexpensiv e.  You   MONEY

noon to play.                                might want to inv estigate the package 

The v ariety of accommodations—lux- plans that most of the large r esorts offer, 

ury r esort hotels, small hotels, intimate        which include meals. F or details on meal       &

guesthouses, and cottage colonies—allows   C  plans, see “Rates & R eservation Policies,” OST

visitors to indulge their pr eferences and  in chapter 5. Other ways to reduce dining 

tastes regardless of budget. S  costs are to pack picnic lunches, or to have 

Hotel costs also depend on what time  your main meal in the middle of the day , 

of year you travel. If you’re seeking major  at a pub. To cut costs further, families and 

discounts—sometimes as much as 60%  others planning to stay for a week or more 

off high-season rates—tr y visiting during     might opt for a housekeeping unit (effi-

the off season. (For more information, see     ciencies and apar tments ar e av ailable), a 

“When to G o,” earlier in this chapter .)    cottage with a kitchenette, or ev en a con-

Off-season rates, which we’ve listed in this     dominium (some ar e r ented like time-

guide, ar e a bonanza for cost-conscious       share units).

travelers—though y ou’re not guaranteed        In figuring y our budget, be sur e to 

that it ’ll be warm enough to tr uly enjo y  consider transpor tation costs. G etting 

the beach.                                    around the island isn ’t always easy , and 

Travel agents sometimes offer special because rental cars are not available, you’ll 

packages, which can represent a substantial  have to rely on local transpor tation. With 

savings over regular hotel rates for families,      the ex ception of taxis, which ar    e v ery 

golfers, tennis play ers, honeymooners, and      expensive, public transpor tation is effi-

others; for more information, see “Packages     cient and inexpensiv e. O ptions include 62

The Value of the Bermuda Dollar vs. Other Popular Currencies

The U.S. Dollar and the Bermuda dollar ar e considered interchangeable:

US$ C    an$      UK£       Euro (€)  Aus$      NZ$

$1 C     $1.16 £0.66 €0.73 A$1.31                    NZ$1.65

 

the simple and comprehensive bus system,  foreign countries is usually not accepted, 

ferries, and bicy cle or motorbike r entals;  but can be easily ex changed for B ermuda 

A                                                                                                                                                                                              see “G etting  There & G etting Ar ound,”                 dollars at banks and hotels.

earlier in this chapter , for details. O nce  It’s always advisable to bring money in 

you reach a particular parish, many attrac- a variety of forms on a v acation: a mix of 

 BERMUD tions are accessible on foot. cash, cr edit car ds, and trav eler’s checks. 

 

O                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          In general, athletic and cultural activi-                                         You should also ex change enough petty  T ties—such as tennis, riding, guided tours, cash to co ver airport incidentals, tipping,  TRIP museums, and attractions—ar e good v al- and transpor tation to y our hotel befor e 

ues. Golfers will find that gr eens fees ar e  you leave home, or withdraw money upon 

 

3 OUR                                                                                                                                                                                              comparable to, or less than, fees at other                            arrival at an airport ATM. Y destinations. ATMS Costs ar e r elative, of course.  What is The easiest and best way to get cash away affordable for one visitor is a splurge for ANNING from home is fr om an A TM.  These another. In general, prices in Bermuda are PL machines ar e plentiful in B ermuda.  The comparable to those in New York, but less Cirrus  ( & 800/424-7787; www .master expensive than those in London. I f y ou card.com) and PLUS ( & 800/843-7587; live in r ural Texas, the cost of ev en a so-www.visa.com) networ ks span the globe; S called inexpensive restaurant in B ermuda look at the back of y our bank card to see will seem expensive to you because of the OST which networ k y ou’re on, then call or  C added import costs attached to most food check online for A TM locations at y our  & items. There are no r eally cheap hotels in destination. Be sure you know your per-Bermuda. sonal identification number (P IN) and CURRENCY MONEY daily withdrawal limit befor e you depart. 

Legal tender is the Bermuda dollar (BD$),    Note: Remember that many banks impose 

which is divided into 100 cents. It’s pegged  a fee every time you use a car d at another 

through gold to the U.S. dollar on an  bank’s ATM, and that fee can be higher for 

equal basis—BD$1 equals US$1. F or up- international transactions (up to $5 or 

to-the-minute curr ency conv ersions, visit     more) than for domestic ones (wher      e 

www.xe.com/ucc . they’re rarely more than $2). I n addition, 

U.S. curr ency is generally accepted in  the bank fr om which y ou withdraw cash 

shops, r estaurants, and hotels. C urrency  may charge its o wn fee. F or international 

from the U nited Kingdom and other     withdrawal fees, ask your bank.

 

Major Change in Credit Cards

In the interim between traditional swipe credit cards and those with an embed-

ded computer chip, here’s what you can do to protect yourself: Get a 4-digit PIN 

number from your credit card’s issuing bank before leaving home.
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What Things Cost in Bermuda                             US$/BD$

Average 15-minute taxi ride                                               $15.00

Bus from the City of Hamilton to Ireland Island                           $4.50

Double room at Elbow Beach (very expensive)                          $495.00

Double room at Dawkins Manor (moderate)                          $210.00

Double room at Robin’s Nest (inexpensive)                              $150.00

Lunch for one at Tamarisk Inn’s Dining Room (expensive)                $25.00

Lunch for one at the Hickory Stick (inexpensive)                          $12.00        PL

Dinner for one at Ascots (expensive)  ANNING  $55.00

Dinner for one at La Trattoria (moderate)                                 $30.00

 

Dinner for one at Chopsticks (inexpensive)                               $24.00         YOUR Bottle of beer in a bar $4.00

Coca-Cola in a cafe                                                  $3.00–$4.00         TRIP

Cup of coffee in a cafe                                                         $2.50

 

Glass of planter’s punch in a restaurant   T  $7.00O BERMUD  Admission to Bermuda Maritime Museum  $10.00

 

CREDIT CARDS more banks are issuing customers Chip and    A

 

withdraw cash adv ances fr om y our cr edit   COST  Warning:  Some establishments in B er- cards at banks or ATMs, provided you know  muda might not accept y our cr edit car d  your P IN. K eep in mind that y ou’ll pay  S  unless you have a computer chip embed- interest fr om the moment of y our with- ded in it.  The reason? As noted abo ve: to  drawal, even if you pay your monthly bills on  cut down on credit card fraud.  time. Also, note that many banks now assess  A number of places in B  a 1% to 3% “ transaction fee” on  all  charges  ermuda ar e  moving from the magnetic strip credit card  you incur abr oad (whether y ou’re using the   to the new system of “Chip and PIN.”  local currency or your native currency).  In the changeo ver in technology, some  There is almost no differ  ence in the   retailers hav e falsely concluded that they  acceptance of a debit or a standar d cr edit  can no longer take swipe car ds, or can ’t  card.  take signature cards that don’t have PINs.  ficult, especially in B ermuda (see belo w).  MONEY  They also provide a convenient record of all  PIN number which will be enter ed into a   keypad near the cash register. In some cases,  your expenses, and they generally offer r ela- a waiter will bring a hand-held model to  tively good ex change rates.  You can usually   &  your table to verify your credit card.  money, but their use has become mor e dif- the future, it will be common for vendors to   3  ask for a four-digit personal identification or  Credit car ds ar e another safe way to carr y  PIN versions of their debit or credit cards. In 

Note:  The D iscover Car d (popular in 

the U.S.) is  For the time being both the ne w and  not  accepted in B ermuda. 

MasterCard and Visa, however, are gener-    old car ds ar e used in shops, hotels, and 

ally accepted. restaurants regardless of whether they have 

Chip and PIN the old credit and debit cards machines or   represents a change in the 

way that credit and debit cards are used. The  the new Chip and PIN machines installed. 

program is designed to cut do wn on the   Expect a lot of confusion before you arrive 

fraudulent use of cr edit car ds. M ore and      in Bermuda or elsewhere.
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Tips  Daily Life in Bermuda

Here are some miscellaneous Bermuda survival tips: Know that ATMs dispense 

only Bermuda dollars, and that buses accept only coins, not bills. Also, don’t get 

caught in the City of Hamilton’s rush-hour traffic, which is Monday to Friday 8:30 to 9am and 5 to 6pm.

 

A TRAVELER’S CHECKS stolen or lost.  You’ll get a r efund faster if 

You can buy trav eler’s checks, which ar e     you know the numbers.

widely accepted in B ermuda, at most   American E xpress,  Thomas Cook,  

 BERMUD banks. They are offered in denominations  Visa, and MasterCard offer foreign cur-

O rency traveler’s checks, which are useful if  of $20, $50, $100, $500, and sometimes 

 T                                                                                                                                                                                              $1,000. G enerally, y ou’ll pay a ser vice                 you’re trav eling to one countr y; they ’re 

 TRIP charge ranging from 1% to 4%. accepted at locations wher e dollar checks 

The most popular trav eler’s checks ar e    may not be.

OUR Another option is the new prepaid trav- offered b y  American E xpress   (  &  800/

 Y                                                                                                                                                                                              528-4800 or 800/221-7282 for cardhold-                   eler’s check car ds, r eloadable car ds that 

ers—this number accepts collect calls, work much like debit car ds but ar en’t 

ANNING offers service in sev eral foreign languages,  linked to y our checking account.  The 

PL and ex empts Amex gold and platinum  American E xpress  Travelers Cheque  

cardholders fr om the 1% fee);              Card, Visa for example, r equires a minimum 

 

3 a one-time issuance fee of $15.  You can  ( deposit, sets a maximum balance, and has  &  800/732-1322  )—AAA members can 

obtain  Visa checks for a $9.95 fee (for 

checks up to $1,500) at most AAA offices  withdraw money from an ATM (for a fee 

TH                                                                                                                                                                                              or by calling &       866/339-3378; and Mas-                  of $2.50 per transaction, not including 

HEAL terCard (& 800/223-9920 bank fees), and the funds can be purchased  ).

If y ou carr y trav eler’s checks, keep a  in dollars, euros, or pounds. If you lose the 

record of their serial numbers separate  card, your available funds will be refunded 

from your checks in the event that they are     within 24 hours.

 

5  HEALTH

 

STAYING HEALTHY com), sponsored by a consortium of travel 

Contact the International A ssociation  medicine practitioners, may also offer

for M edical A ssistance to  Travelers  helpful advice on trav eling abr oad.  You 

(IAMAT) (& 716/754-4883 or, in Can- can find listings of r eliable medical clinics 

ada, 416/652-0137; www .iamat.org), for  overseas at the International S ociety of 

tips on travel and health concerns in B er-    Travel Medicine (www.istm.org).

 

trol and P revention  Limit  your   (  &  800/232-4636;  exposure to the sun, especially between the  www.cdc.gov) pr ovides up-to-date infor- United States Centers for D isease Con-    SUNBURNS & EXPOSURE muda, and for lists of local doctors.  The     Common Ailments

 

mation on health hazar ds b y r egion or  hours of 11am and 2pm and during the  first few days of your trip. Use a sunscreen  country and offers tips on food safety  .  with a high pr otection factor and apply it  Travel H ealth O nline  (www .tripprep.
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Tips  Don’t Get Burned: Smart Tanning Tips

 

Nobody is completely safe from the sun’s harmful rays: All skin types and races 

can burn. To ensure that y our vacation w on’t be ruined b y a painful sunburn, 

be sure to wear a str ong sunscreen that pr otects against both UV A and UVB 

rays at all times (look f or zinc o xide, benzophenone, oxybenzone, sulisoben-zone, titanium dioxide, or avobenzone in the list of ing redients). Wear a wide-

brimmed hat and sunglasses . Keep infants under 6 months out of the sun 

completely, and slather older babies and childr en with str ong sunscreen fre- ANNINGPL

quently.

  If you do get a burn, aloe vera, cool compresses, cold baths, and benzocaine 

can help with the pain. Stay out of the sun until the burn is c ompletely gone.  Y

OUR

 TRIP

 

liberally. R emember that childr en need     CUTS  All cuts obtained in the marine        T more pr otection than adults do (see the environment must be taken seriouslyO BERMUD box “D on’t G et B urned: S mart  Tanning because the high lev el of bacteria pr esent 

Tips”).                                        in the water can quickly cause the cut to 

Also, as you travel around Bermuda on  become infected. The best way to pr event 

a scooter, on bike, or on foot, it ’s always  cuts is to w ear a wet suit, gloves, and reef   A

wise to carr y along some bottled water to  shoes. Never touch coral; not only can you 

 

prevent dehydration.                        get cut, but y ou can also damage a living      3 organism that took decades to grow. SEASICKNESS  Some 90% of the pop-HEAL The symptoms of a coral cut can range ulation tends toward seasickness. If you’ve from a slight scratch to sev ere w elts and never been out on a boat, or if you’ve been TH blisters. All Stings Considered recommends seasick in the past, y ou might want to gently pulling the edges of the skin open heed the following suggestions: and r emoving any embedded coral or •  The day before you go out on the boat, grains of sand with tw eezers. Next, scrub avoid alcohol; caffeine; citrus and other the cut well with fresh water. If pressing a acidic juices; and greasy, spicy, or hard-clean cloth against the wound doesn’t stop to-digest foods. the bleeding, or the edges of the injury are •  Get a good night’s sleep the night before. jagged or gaping, seek medical treatment. •  Take or use whatever seasickness preven-

tion works best for you—medication, an    Hiking Safety

acupressure wristband, gingerroot tea or  Hikers should always let someone kno w 

capsules, or any combination. B ut do it   where they’re heading, when they’re going, 

before you board; once y ou set sail, it ’s     and when they plan to r eturn; too many 

generally too late. hikers get lost because they don’t let others 

•  While y ou’re on the boat, stay as lo w     know their basic plans.

and as near the center of the boat as           Before y ou head out, always check

possible. Avoid the fumes (especially if  weather conditions. Hike with a pal, never 

it’s a diesel boat); stay out in the fr esh     alone.  Wear hiking boots, a sun hat,

air and watch the horizon. Do not read.    clothes to pr otect y ou fr om the sun and 

•  If y ou star t to feel queasy , drink clear      from getting scratches, and high-SPF sun-

fluids like water , and eat something  screen on all exposed ar eas of skin.  Take 

bland, such as a soda cracker.
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 Healthy Travels to You

The following government websites offer up-to-date health-related travel advice.

• Australia: www.smartraveller.gov.au

• Canada: www.hc-sc.gc.ca

• U.K.: www.fco.gov.uk

• U.S.: www.cdc.gov/travel

 

A                                                                                                                                                                                              water. Stay on the trail.  Watch your step.                               Very few health insurance plans pay for  

Many experienced hikers and boaters medical evacuation back to the U.S. (which 

today pack a cellphone in case of emer- can cost $10,000). A number of companies 

 BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          & gency; just dial                       911.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                offer medical evacuation services anywhere 

 

3 O in the world. I f y ou’re ev er hospitaliz ed   T  What to Do if You Get Sick  more than 150 miles fr om home,  Med- Away from Home  TRIP  jetAssist  (  &  800/527-7478;  www.medjet  Finding a doctor or getting a pr escription  assist.com) will pick y ou up and fly y ou to  OUR  filled on Bermuda is relatively simple. See  the hospital of y our choice vir tually any-  Y  “Drugstores,” under “F ast F acts: B er- where in the world in a medically equipped  muda,” in appendix A, for addr esses of  and staffed aircraft 24 hours a day, 7 days a  pharmacies. I n an emergency , call  King  week. Annual memberships ar e $250 indi- ANNING  Edward VII Hospital,  7 Point Finger Rd.,  PL  vidual, $385 family; y ou can also pur chase  Paget Parish (  &  441/236-2345  ), and ask  short-term memberships.  for the emergency depar tment. F or less  We list   and  hospitals  emergency num- serious medical problems, ask someone at  bers  under “Fast Facts,” p. 224.  your hotel for a recommendation.  Y  If y ou suffer fr om a chr onic illness,  For travel abroad, you may have to pay  consult your doctor before your departure.  all medical costs upfr ont and be r eim- SAFET  Pack  prescription medications  in y our  bursed later . M edicare and M edicaid do  carry-on luggage, and carr y them in their  not pr ovide co verage for medical costs  original containers, with pharmacy  outside the U.S. Before leaving home, find  labels—otherwise they won ’t make it   out what medical ser vices y our health  through airport security. Carry the generic  insurance covers. To protect yourself, con- name of pr escription medicines, in case a  sider buying medical trav el insurance (see  local pharmacist is unfamiliar with the  appendix A).  brand name.

 

6  SAFET Y

 

STAYING SAFE has an advisor y. Criminal activity contin-

Bermuda has always been considered a safe  ues to take place at S t. George, a popular 

destination, especially when compar ed to  cruise-ship destination. Incidents of verbal 

countries of the Caribbean such as and physical assault against tourists hav e 

Jamaica. H owever, ther e is some crime  been reported. Petty drug use is fr equent, 

here, and the U.S. S and gang activity has been reported in the  tate D epartment 

area as well.
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Frommers.com: The Complete Travel Resource

 

It should go without saying, but we highly recommend Frommers.com, voted Best Travel Site by PC Magazine. We think you’ll find our expert advice and tips; 

independent r eviews of hot els, r estaurants,  attractions, and pr eferred shop -

ping and nightlif e v enues; vacation g iveaways; and an online book ing t ool indispensable before, during, and af ter your travels. We publish the c omplete 

 

contents of over 128 travel guides in our Destinations section covering nearly  PL  3,800 places worldwide to help you plan your trip. Each weekday, we publish ANNING  original ar ticles r eporting on  Deals and Ne ws  via our fr ee  Frommers.com 

Newsletter to help you save time and money and travel smarter. We’re betting 

you’ll find our new Events listings (http://events.frommers.com) an invaluable   Y

resource; it ’s an up -to-the-minute roster of what ’s happening in cities ev ery- OUR

where—including c oncerts, f estivals, lec tures, and mor e.  We’ve also added 

weekly   TRIP  Podcasts, interactive maps,

 and hundreds of new images acr oss the 

site. Check out our Travel Talk area featuring Message Boards where you can   T

join in c onversations with thousands of f ellow Frommer’s travelers and post  O

your trip report once you return.  BERMUD

 

A

In r ecent y ears, the ar ea of P itts B ay     places on the island, which can be vulner-

 

Road fr om the H amilton Princess H otel    able to crime, and because narr ow and      3 into the to wn of H amilton has been a dark roadways can contribute to accidents.

common setting for muggings. H owever,  SAFET  The loss or theft abr oad of a U.S.  

the police have installed surveillance cam-    passport should be r eported immedi-

eras to r educe these incidents.  The back  ately to the local police and the near est   Y

streets of H amilton ar e often the setting  U.S. embassy or consulate. U.S. citiz ens 

for nighttime assaults, par ticularly after  can r efer to the D epartment of S tate’s 

the bars close.                                   pamphlet A Safe Trip Abroad for ways to 

Valuables left in hotel r ooms (occupied  promote a mor e tr ouble-free journey . 

and unoccupied) or left unattended on        This publication and others, such as

beaches are vulnerable to theft. C riminals     Tips for  Travelers to the C aribbean, ar e 

often target transpor tation systems and      available b y mail fr om the S uperinten-

popular tourist attractions. E xamples of  dent of D ocuments, U.S. G overnment 

common crimes include pick-pocketing,  Printing O ffice,  Washington, DC  

theft of unattended baggage and items        20402; via the I nternet at www.gpo

from rental motorbikes, and purse snatch-    access.gov; or via the B ureau of Con-

ings (often perpetrated against pedestrians     sular Affairs home page at http://travel.

by thieves riding motorbikes).                state.gov.

Travelers should ex ercise caution when 

walking after dark or visiting out-of-the-way 




68          7  SPECIALIZED TRAVEL  RESOURCES

 

In addition to the destination-specific        com); and    Olivia C ruises & R esorts

resources listed belo w, please visit www.    (& 800/631-6277; www.olivia.com).

frommers.com for additional specializ ed       Gay.com T ravel  (& 415/644-8044;

travel resources. www.gay.com/travel or www.outandabout.

 

GAY & LESBIAN  com) is an excellent online successor to the 

popular Out & A bout print magazine. I t 

TRAVELERS provides r egularly updated information 

A                                                                                                                                                                                              Think twice before planning a holiday on                    about gay-owned, gay-oriented, and gay-

Bermuda. Although many gays live in and     friendly lodging, dining, sightseeing,

visit Bermuda, the island is rather r epres- nightlife, and shopping establishments in 

 

 BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                              sive to homosexuals. D isplays of affection                   every important destination worldwide. O T by same-sex couples will be frowned upon The following travel guides are available at many bookstor es, or y ou can or der at public beaches and most hotel pools, 

 TRIP                                                                                                                                                                                              restaurants, and attractions. I f y ou want                    them from any online bookseller: Sparta-

OUR really happening gay beaches, bars, and  cus International Gay Guide, 36th Edi-

 Y                                                                                                                                                                                              clubs, head for S outh Miami Beach, Key                  tion (B runo Gmünder  Verlag; www .

West, P uerto Rico, or the U.S.      Virgin     spartacusworld.com/gayguide); Odysseus: 

Islands, a series of islands that ar e much  The I nternational G ay Travel P lanner, 

ANNING                                                                                                                                                                                              more accepting of homosexual r elation-                    18th E dition and the           Damron guides PL                                                                                                                                                                                              ships.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           (www.damron.com), with separate, annual 

For most of its existence, B ermuda had     books for gay men and lesbians.

3    harsh penalties against male homosexuals,        For more gay and lesbian travel resources, 

making sex betw een consenting legal-age     visit frommers.com.

 

Lobbying against such a measure, the Ber-males a crime subject to imprisonment.       TRAVELERS WITH 

muda Human Rights Alliance, a Bermuda    DISABILITIES

gay and lesbian gr oup, helped to bring  Most disabilities shouldn ’t stop any one 

 RESOURCES                                                                                                                                                                                              about a repeal of the criminal code. S ince                  from trav eling.  There ar e mor e options 

 

VEL                                                                                                                                                                                              an assembly v ote in the B ermuda Parlia-                    and resources out there than ever before. A ment, sex between men over the age of 18 However, Bermuda is not a gr eat place  TR is now legal. for persons with disabilities who ar e not 

The I nternational G ay and Lesbian  planning to stay on-site at a r esort. Get-

Travel A ssociation (IGL TA)  (& 800/ ting ar ound the islands is a bit difficult 

448-8550 or 954/776-2626; www .iglta.    even for the agile, who must r      ely on 

SPECIALIZED org) is the trade association for the gay and  motorbikes, bicycles, and buses. I t is dif-

lesbian travel industry, and offers an online  ficult to walk with a cane outside the town 

directory of gay- and lesbian-friendly         of S t. G eorge and City of H    amilton, 

travel businesses; go to their w ebsite and  because most roads don’t have sidewalks or 

click on “Members.” adequate curbs.  When two v ehicles pass, 

Many agencies offer tours and trav el    you are often crowded off the road.

itineraries specifically for gay and lesbian  Taking taxis to ev erything you want to 

travelers. Among them ar e Above and  see can be v ery expensive. Unfortunately, 

Beyond Tours (& 800/397-2681; www. the public buses ar e not gear ed for pas-

abovebeyondtours.com); Now, V oyager sengers in wheelchairs. H owever, you can 

(& 800/255-6951; www .nowvoyager. ask your hotel to check on the av ailability  of v olunteer buses operated b y the B er-       British travelers should contact Holi-   69

muda Physically Handicapped Association    day Care (& 0845/124-9971 in the U.K. (no phone). I t occasionally r uns buses     only; www.holidaycare.org.uk) to access a 

with hydraulic lifts.  You can also call the  wide range of trav el information and  

tourist office and r equest a schedule for  resources for elderly people and those with 

such transpor tation; make arrangements      disabilities.

as far in advance as possible.                      For mor e on organizations that offer 

Before y ou go, y ou can seek informa-     resources to trav elers with disabilities, go 

tion fr om the w ebsite of the    Bermuda    to frommers.com.

 

Physically H andicapped A ssociation PL  FAMILY TRAVEL

(& 441/293-5035; www.bermuda-online. ANNING

org/BPHA.htm).  Visitors planning to     Bermuda is one of the best v acation desti-

 

a permit in adv ance fr om any B ermuda  spend blissful hours in shallow seawater or    YOUR  pools geared just for them, and older chil- bring a guide dog to Bermuda must obtain  nations for the entire family. Toddlers can 

Department of Tourism office.

The most accessible hotels in B ermuda    dren can enjo y boat rides, horseback rid-       TRIP

 

Southampton (see chapter 5 for listings).  BERMUD  and many hav e play dir ectors and super- Organizations that offer a v ast range of  vised activities for various age groups.  resources and assistance to trav elers with  Outside the to wn of S t. G eorge and  disabilities include  MossRehab   (  &  800/A  Hamilton P rincess, and the F airmont    hotels offer advice for families with kids        TO (including help in finding a bab ysitter), are E lbow B each H otel, the F airmont  ing, hiking, and snor keling. M ost r esort 

CALL-MOSS; City of H amilton, walking with a bab y   www .mossresourcenet.

org); the  stroller is difficult—most roads don’t have  American F oundation for the 

Blind (AFB) sidewalks or adequate curbs. It is extremely    (  &  800/232-5463;  www .     3

afb.org); and  dangerous to carry a baby on a motorbike  SATH  (Society for Accessi-  SPECIALIZED

ble Travel & H ospitality) or bike, as bab y seats ar e not pr ovided.   (  &  212/447-

7284; Buses, taxis, and ferries are the safest ways   www .sath.org).  AirAmbulance

Card.com                           to travel around Bermuda with a baby.  ( & 877/424-7763 ) is no w partnered with SA TH and allo ws y ou to  For some r ecommendations on wher e 

 

emergency.                                Accommodations,” on p. 114, and “F am-    AVEL Access-Able T ravel  Source preselect top-notch hospitals in case of an  to stay and eat, r efer to “F amily-Friendly    TR

  ( ily-Friendly R estaurants,” on p . 146.  To  &  303/

232-2979; locate additional establishments that ar e   www.access-able.com) offers a    RESOURCES

comprehensive database on trav el agents  particularly kid-friendly , r efer to the  

from around the world with experience in     “Kids” icon throughout this guide.

accessible travel; destination-specific access  Recommended family trav el w ebsites 

information; and links to such resources as    include Family Travel Forum (www.family

service animals, equipment r entals, and     travelforum.com), a compr ehensive site 

access guides.                                  that offers customized trip planning; Fam-

Many trav el agencies offer customiz ed    ily T ravel  Network (www .familytravel

tours and itineraries for trav elers with dis-     network.com), an online magazine provid-

abilities. Among them ar e                     ing travel tips; and TravelWithYourKids. Flying Wheels 

Travel                                     com (www .travelwithyourkids.com), a    ( & 507/451-5005; www .flying

wheelstravel.com); and  comprehensive site written b y parents for  Accessible J our-

neys (& 800/846-4537 or 610/521-0339;    parents offering sound advice for long-

www.disabilitytravel.com).                   distance and international travel with chil-

dren.

70     For a list of mor e family-friendly travel    offers members a wide range of benefits, 

resources, turn to the experts at frommers.    including AARP: The  Magazine and a 

com. monthly ne wsletter. Any one over 50 can 

 

AFRICAN-AMERICAN       join.

Many r eliable agencies and organiza-

TRAVELERS             tions target the 50-plus market. Elderhos-

Black T ravel  Online (www .blacktravel    tel  (& 800/454-5768; www.elderhostel.

online.com) posts ne ws on upcoming   org) arranges worldwide study pr ograms 

events and includes links to ar ticles and     for those age 55 and o    ver. ElderTreks

A travel-booking sites.    Soul of America      (& 800/741-7956, or 416/558-5000  

(www.soulofamerica.com) is a compr e- outside N orth America; www .eldertreks.

hensive website, with travel tips, event and  com) offers small-gr oup tours to off-the-

family r eunion postings, and sections on  beaten-path or adv enture-travel locations, 

 

 BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                              historically black beach r esorts and activ e                 restricted to travelers 50 and older. O T vacations. Recommended publications offering  

Agencies and organizations that provide  travel resources and discounts for seniors 

 TRIP                                                                                                                                                                                              resources for black travelers include Rodg-                   include: the quarterly magazine Travel 50 

OUR ers Travel (& 800/825-1775; www.rodgers    & B eyond (www .trave150andbeyond.

 Y                                                                                                                                                                                              travel.com), and the                     African American                     com) and the bestselling paperback Unbe-

Association of Innkeepers International lievably Good D eals and G reat Adv en-

(& 877/422-5777; www.africanamerican tures That Y ou A bsolutely C an’t G et 

ANNING                                                                                                                                                                                              inns.com). F or mor e information, check                      Unless You’re Over 50 2007–2008, 17th 

PL                                                                                                                                                                                              out the follo wing collections and guides:                      Edition (McGraw-Hill), by Joann Rattner 

Go G irl: The B lack Woman’s G uide to     Heilman.

3    Travel & Adv enture (E ighth M ountain       Frommers.com offers mor e informa-

Press), a compilation of trav el essays b y  tion and resources on travel for seniors.

 

Lorde; and Pathfinders Magazine (&         STUDENT TRAVEL writers including J ill N elson and A udre 

215/

435-2140; The B ermuda D epartment of  Tourism   www .pathfinderstravel.com), 

 RESOURCES which includes articles on everything from  offers S pring B reak pr ograms for spor ts 

 

VEL Break Ar ts P rograms. I nquire with the  mation on upcoming ski, diving, golf, and  A  tourism office for details (see “  Rio de J aneiro to G hana as w ell as infor- teams from the mainland, as well as Spring 

 TR tennis trips. Visitor 

Information,” in “Fast Facts” p. 230).

SENIOR TRAVELERS         The International Student Travel Con-

Though much of the island ’s sporting and    federation (IST C) (www .istc.org) was 

nightlife activity is gear ed to ward mor e  formed in 1949 to make trav el around the 

SPECIALIZED youthful trav elers, B ermuda has a lot to   world more affordable for students. Check  

offer seniors.  The best sour ce of informa- out its w ebsite for compr ehensive trav el 

tion for seniors is the Bermuda Department  services information and details on ho w to 

of Tourism (see “ Visitor I nformation,” in      get an    International S tudent I dentity 

the F ast F acts section of appendix A). I f     Card (ISIC), which qualifies students for  

you’re staying in a large r esort hotel, the      substantial savings on rail passes, plane

activities dir ector or concierge is another   tickets, entrance fees, and mor e. I t also  

excellent source. provides students with basic health and life  

Members of AARP, 601 E S t. NW ,  insurance and a 24-hour helpline. The card 

Washington, DC 20049 (   & 888/687-   is valid for a maximum of 18 months.  You 

2277; www .aarp.org), get discounts on  can apply for the card online or in person at 

hotels, air fares, and car r entals. AARP     STA Travel  (& 800/781-4040 in N orth 
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House-Swapping

 

House-swapping is becoming a more popular and viable means of tra vel; you 

stay in their plac e, they stay in yours, and you both get a mor e authentic and 

personal view of a destination, the opposite of the escapist retreat many hotels 

offer. T ry HomeLink In ternational (Homelink .org), the lar gest and oldest home-swapping organization, founded in 1952, with more than 11,000 listings 

 

worldwide ($110 y early membership). InterVac (w ww.intervac.com; $95 f or  PL  international listings) is also reliable.ANNING

 

America; www .statravel.com), the biggest    Y  discounts.  Travel CUT S   (  & 800/592-

OUR

student trav el agency in the world; check      2887; www .travelcuts.com) offers similar  

out the website to locate STA Travel offices   TRIP  services for both Canadians and U.S. r esi-

 

worldwide. If you’re no longer a student but  dents. Irish students may pr efer to turn to     T  are still under 26, y ou can get an  Interna- USIT  (  &  01/602-1904;  www.usit.ie), an  O BERMUD  tional Youth Travel Card (IYTC)  from the  Ireland-based specialist in student, y outh, 

same people, which entitles y ou to some     and independent travel.

 

8   A  SUSTAINABLE TOURISM

 

The eco-tourist will find B ermuda a rich  3  nature form the largest and most acces- SUST  stamping gr ound with its bir d watching,  sible nature reserve on the island. There 

 

nature trails, and tours. are excellent trails plus bird watching at   AINABLE  Some of these chief attractions include  several obser vation points, wher e y ou 

the following:                                   can see a large variety of wildlife.

 

• Bermuda R ailway  Trail, W est  End.  Some of the best eco-tours ar e offered    T  Totaling 21 miles, this trail pr ovides a  by  Bermuda Lectures & Tours  , 6 Leacraft OURISM

scenic r oute fr om East to  West. I t is     Hill Rd., S outhampton P arish & 441/

used by walkers and birders alike.          234-4082). Lasting 11/2 hours and costing 

• Blue Hole Park, Hamilton Parish. An  $15 per person, this outfit’s tours are filled 

abundance of wildlife exists in 12 acres,    with information about the histor y and 

with a natural small pond and cav    es    ecology of Bermuda and its parks, railway 

close by.                                      trails, and local hideaways.

• The Arboretum, Middle Road in Dev-      The Nonsuch I sland F ield  Trip 

onshire Parish, is 19 pristine acres close     (& 441/297-1980) offers 4 1/2-hour tours 

to the City of H amilton, with a large  on Thursday only, costing $75 per person. 

expanse of open space and a small          These tours begin at 9:15am at the B er-

woodland. muda B iological S tation for R esearch 

• Hog B ay P ark, S andys P arish. O n 38   Dock. A pristine 15-acr e island, Nonsuch 

acres, this park has well-maintained trails,     is called a living museum of natur     e. I t 

vegetable gar dens, and wooded hillsides     offers a glimpse of B ermuda as it was 400 

with native and endemic vegetation.         years ago . A picnic lunch is par t of the 

• Spittal Pond Nature R eserve, Smith’s    deal.

Parish. A t S outh R oad, 34 acr es of 
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General Resources for Green Travel

 

In addition to the resources for Bermuda listed above, the following websites 

provide valuable wide -ranging information on sustainable tra vel. For a list of 

even more sustainable r esources, as w ell as tips and explanations on ho w to 

travel greener, visit www.frommers.com/planning.

• Responsible Travel (w ww.responsibletravel.com) is a g reat source of sus-

tainable travel ideas; the sit e is run b y a spokesperson f or ethical t ourism 

A                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                in the tra vel industry.     Sustainable Travel International (www.sustainable

travelinternational.org) pr omotes ethical t ourism prac tices, and manages an extensive directory of sustainable pr operties and tour operators around 

 BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                the world.

 

O                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      •  In the U.K., Tourism Concern (www.tourismconcern.org.uk) works to reduce  T social and environmental problems connected to tourism. The Association 

 TRIP of Independen t  Tour Oper ators ( AITO) (w ww.aito.co.uk) is a g roup of 

specialist operators leading the field in mak ing holidays sustainable.

 

OUR                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      • I n Canada,      www.greenlivingonline.com offers extensive content on ho w  Y to travel sustainably, including a tra vel and transpor t sec tion and pr ofiles 

of the best g reen shops and ser vices in  Toronto, Vancouver, and C algary.

ANNING •  In A ustralia, the national body which sets guidelines and standar ds f or 

PL ecotourism is Ecotourism Australia (w ww.ecotourism.org.au). The Green 

Directory (w ww.thegreendirectory.com.au), Green Pages (w ww.thegreen

 

3 pages.com.au), and Eco Directory (www.ecodirectory.com.au) offer sustain- able travel tips and dir ectories of g reen businesses.

• Carbonfund (www.carbonfund.org), TerraPass (w ww.terrapass.org), and 

Carbon Neutr al (w ww.carbonneutral.org) pr ovide inf o on  “carbon off set-ting,” or off setting the g reenhouse gas emitt ed during flights .

 T                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      •                            Greenhotels OURISM

 (w ww.greenhotels.com) r ecommends g reen-rated member 

hotels around the world that fulfill the c ompany’s stringent environmental  

requirements. Environmentally F riendly Hotels (w ww.environmentally

AINABLE friendlyhotels.com) off ers mor e g reen ac commodation ratings . The Hotel 

Association of C anada (w ww.hacgreenhotels.com) has a Gr een Key Ec o-

SUST Rating Program, which audits the en vironmental performance of Canadian 

hotels, motels, and r esorts.

• Sustain Lane (www.sustainlane.com) lists sustainable eating and drink ing 

choices around the U.S.; also visit www.eatwellguide.org for tips on eating 

sustainably in the U .S. and C anada.

•  For information on animal-friendly issues throughout the world, visit Tread 

Lightly (w ww.treadlightly.org). For information about the ethics of swim-ming with dolphins , visit the Whale and Dolphin C onservation S ociety

(www.wdcs.org).

• Volunteer In ternational (w ww.volunteerinternational.org) has a list of 

questions to help y ou determine the int entions and the natur e of a v olun-

teer pr ogram. F or general inf o on v olunteer tra vel, visit www.volunteer

abroad.org and www.idealist.org.

A local eco-heritage group, Rock Ram-       Among hotels, 9 Beaches (see p. 115) is 73 blers, Somerset B ridge, S andys P arish  the most eco-sensitive. The Spartan resort 

(& 241/234-3438), offers walkabouts  sprawls across 7.3 water front hectares (18 

through parklands, nature reserves, beaches,     acres), and makes a v aliant attempt to 

forts, trails, and back countr y lanes. Com-     recycle re-useable materials.

mentary includes local history, ecology, and 

culture.

 

9  PACK AGES FOR THE INDEPENDENT  PL

TR AVELER ANNING

 

Package tours are simply a way to buy the     Vacations  (& 800/301-3800; www .co     Y airfare, accommodations, and other ele-vacations.com), and United V acationsOUR ments of y our trip (such as car r entals, ( & 888/854-3899; www.unitedvacations.

airport transfers, and sometimes ev com). S everal big   TRIP  en  online trav el agen-

 

activities) at the same time and often at        cies—Expedia, Travelocity, Orbitz, Site59,      T discounted prices. and Lastminute.com—also do a briskO One good source of package deals is the business in packages. BERMUD

airlines themselv es. M ost major airlines         Travel packages ar e also listed in the 

offer air/land packages, including Ameri-    travel section of y our local S unday news-

can Airlines  Vacations  (& 800/321- paper. Or check ads in the national trav el   A

2121; www .aavacations.com), Delta    magazines such as Budget Travel Magazine, 

Vacations  (& 800/654-6559; www .delta    Travel + Leisure, National Geographic Trav-     3

vacations.com), Continental Airlines     eler, and Condé Nast Traveler.

P

A

CK

Tips A   Ask Before You Go

GES

Before you invest in a package deal:  FOR 

•  Always ask about the cancellation policy. Can you get your money back? Is there 

a deposit required? THE

•  Ask about the accommodations choices and prices for each. Then look up the   INDEPENDENT 

hotels’ reviews in a Frommer’s guide and check their rates online for your specific 

dates of travel. Also find out what types of rooms are offered.

•  Finally, look for hidden expenses. Ask whether airport departure fees and taxes, 

for example, are included in the total cost—they rarely are.

 

TR

A

VELER




74                   10  STAYING CONNEC TED

 

TELEPHONES including kiosks at airpor ts and at car-

For additional information about tele- rental agencies, w e suggest r enting the 

phones and fax es, see “F ast F acts” in  phone befor e y ou leav e home. N orth 

appendix A. Americans can r ent one befor e leaving 

To call Bermuda: home from InTouch USA (& 800/872-

 

3 A   1. Dial the international access code:  7626 or 703/222-7161; www .intouch  global.com) or  RoadPost   (  &  888/290- 00 from the U.K., I reland, or N ew  1616  or 905/272-5665; www .roadpost.  Zealand; or 0011 fr om A ustralia.  com). I nTouch will also, for fr ee, advise  From N orth America, no interna- you on whether y our existing phone will  tional access code is necessar y; just   BERMUD  work overseas.  O  dial 1.  T  Buying a phone  can be economically    2. Dial the country code 441.  attractive, as many nations hav e cheap    3. Dial the local number.  TRIP  prepaid phone systems. Once you arrive at  To make inter national calls:  To make  your destination, stop by a local cellphone  OUR  international calls from Bermuda to North   Y  shop and get the cheapest package; y ou’ll  America, simply dial 1. F  or countries  probably pay less than $100 for a phone  besides the U.S. and Canada, first dial 00  and a star ter calling car d. Local calls may  and then the countr y code (U.K. 44, I re- ANNING  be as low as 10¢ per minute, and in many  land 353, Australia 61, New Zealand 64).  PL  countries incoming calls are free.  Next, dial the city or ar ea code and local  INTERNET & E-MAIL  number.

For dir ectory assistance: D ial 411 if      With Your Own Computer

you’re looking for a number inside B er- More and more hotels, cafes, and r etailers 

TED                                                                                                                                                                                              muda, and dial 0 for numbers to all other                    are signing on as  Wi-Fi (wireless fidelity) 

countries.                                     “hot spots. ” Boingo (www .boingo.com) 

ONNEC For operator assistance: I f y ou need     and Wayport (www .wayport.com) hav e 

 C                                                                                                                                                                                              operator assistance in making a call, dial 0.                 set up networks in airports and high-class 

 

Y                                                                                                                                                                                              free numbers in Bermuda. Calling an 800 A                 also give you access to a few hundred wire-or 888 number in N orth America fr om ING Toll-free numbers: There ar e no toll- hotel lobbies. iP ass pr oviders (see belo w) 

ST                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            less hotel lobby setups.

Bermuda is not toll-fr ee. In fact, it costs  For dial-up access, most business-class 

the same as an overseas call. hotels offer dataports for laptop modems, 

 

CELLPHONES and a fe w thousand hotels no w offer fr ee  high-speed I nternet access. I n addition,  The three letters that define much of the  major I nternet ser vice pr oviders (ISP s)  world’s wir eless capabilities ar e GSM   have  local access numbers  ar ound the  (Global System for Mobiles), a big, seam- world, allowing you to go online b y plac- less networ k that makes for easy cr oss- ing a local call. The  iPass  network also has  border cellphone use in doz ens of other  dial-up numbers around the world.  You’ll  countries worldwide.  have to sign up with an iP ass pr ovider,  For many,  renting  a phone is a good  who will then tell y ou how to set up y our  idea. Even worldphone owners will have to  computer for your destination(s). For a list  rent ne w phones if they ’re trav eling to  of iPass pr oviders, go to  www.ipass.com  non-GSM regions. While you can r ent a  and click on “Individuals Buy Now.” One  phone from any number of o verseas sites,  solid pr ovider is i2roam  (& 866/811-    Without Your Own Computer   75

6209 or 920/233-5863; www .i2roam.   Aside from formal cybercafes, most public 

com).                                   libraries have Internet access. Avoid hotel 

Wherever you go, bring a connection    business centers unless y ou’re willing to 

kit of the right power and phone adapters,    pay exorbitant rates.

a spare phone cor d, and a spar e Ethernet       Most major airports now have Internet 

network cable—or find out whether y our    kiosks scatter ed thr oughout their gates. 

hotel supplies them to guests.                 These give you basic Web access for a per-

minute fee that ’s usually higher than  

cybercafe prices. PL

ANNING

 

11  PL ANNING AN ISL AND WEDDING OR 

HONEYMOON  YOUR

 

BERMUDA your completed notice to Bermuda takes 6    T  to 10 days, so plan accor dingly. The mar-O  Couples who would like to get married in  GETTING MARRIED IN   TRIP  days after receiving the notice. Airmailing 

Bermuda must file a “N otice of I ntended  riage license will be sent to you and will be   BERMUD

Marriage” with the R egistry G eneral,    valid for 3 months.

 

accompanied by a fee of $243, plus $42       HIRING A WEDDING           A for the cer tificate (in the form of a bank CONSULTANT draft or money or der, not a personal Many hotels can help make w edding check). M ake out the draft to “ The 3 arrangements—reserving the chur ch and Accountant General,” and mail or deliv er PL clergy, hiring a horse and buggy , ordering it in person to the Registry General, Gov-ANNING the wedding cake, and securing a photog-ernment Administration Building, 30 Par-rapher. B ermuda w eddings range fr om liament St., Hamilton HM 12, B ermuda simple ceremonies on the beach to large-( & 441/297-7706; www.registrygeneral. AN ISL scale extrav aganzas at the Botanical G ar-gov.bm). B ermuda D epartment of  Tour-dens. Other popular sites include churches ism offices in A tlanta and N ew York (see and yachts. AND “Visitor I nformation,” in the F ast F acts Wedding consultants can discuss y our section of Appendix A) distribute “Notice  WEDDING options with y ou and arrange all the of Intended Marriage” forms, or y ou can details. The Wedding Salon, 76 S panish contact the Bermuda Department of Tour-Point Rd., S uite 10, P embroke HM 02, ism ( & 800/BERMUDA ) and a form will Bermuda ( & 919/217-4395 or 441/292-be mailed to you. If either of the prospec- OR HONEY 5677), operates its planning office in tive marriage par tners has been married North Carolina. After a contractual agree-before, that person must attach a photo-ment is made, the office puts customers in copy of the final div orce decr ee to the contact with their B ermuda consultant. “Notice of Intended Marriage.” MOON The Bridal Suite, 125 N orth Shore Rd., Once the Registry General receives the Pembroke HM 14, East Bermuda ( & 888/ “Notice of I ntended Marriage,” it will be 253-5585 or 441/292-2025; www .bridal published, including names and addresses, suitebermudaweddings.com), arranges  in any two of the island ’s ne wspapers. wedding packages that range in cost fr om Assuming that ther e is no formal objec-$2,000 to $20,000. tion, the r egistry will issue the license 15 

76

Fun Facts  Have Your Cake & Eat It, Too

Custom dictates that Bermudians have two wedding cakes: a plain poundcake 

covered with gold leaf for the groom, and a tiered fruitcake covered with silver 

leaf and topped with a miniature cedar tree for the bride. The tiny tree is planted on the day of the wedding to symbolize the hope that the marriage will g row 

and mature like the tree. The rest of the first tier of the bride ’s cake is frozen until 

the christening of the first child.

 

A

Some hotels—including the E   lbow    they prefer an active schedule or a relaxing 

Beach H otel and both of the F airmont  one. Many of Bermuda’s hotels, from lux-

 

 BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                              hotels—will arrange weddings; see chapter                urious resorts to intimate cottage colonies, O T 5 for contact information. If you’re staying offer honeymoon packages. Typically, 

at a small hotel, it’s better to go through a  these include air fare, accommodations, 

 TRIP                                                                                                                                                                                              wedding consultant to plan your wedding.                   meal plans, champagne upon arrival, flow-

 

 Y attractions and restaurants. See “The Best  HONEYMOONING IN  OUR ers in y our r oom, and discounts at local 

BERMUDA Resorts for Lo vers & H oneymooners,” in 

Bermuda attracts mor e than 23,000 hon- chapter 1. For other options, consult your 

ANNING                                                                                                                                                                                              eymooners and second honeymooners                  travel agent or call the hotels listed in PL                                                                                                                                                                                              each y ear, with good r eason: It offers an                    chapter 5 directly and inquire about hon-

ideal envir onment for couples, whether       eymoon packages. 3

 

MOON

 

 OR HONEY

 

 WEDDING

AND

 

 AN ISL

 

ANNING

PL




Suggested Itineraries 4

 

For visit ors on the run, who ar e   vacation time to less taxing pursuits, such 

forced by their schedules to see B ermuda    as relaxing on the beach or playing a lei-

in anywher e fr om 1 to 3 days, w     e’ve    surely game of golf . If you’re interested in 

devised a trio of self-guided tours, written     seeing the island’s sights, however, do con-

as thr ee 1-day itineraries.  With these     sider taking at least one walking tour. ready-made itineraries, y ou can hav e a        You may be eager to star    t exploring 

complete, unforgettable trip, even though  right away, especially if your time is short. 

time is short. A week’s visit will let y ou break up y our 

You can cover much of Bermuda, espe-    sightseeing trips with time on the beach, cially the harbor City of Hamilton and the    boating, or engaging in some of the

historic to wn of S t. G eorge, on foot.      island’s other outdoor activities, such as 

Indeed, if y ou had the time, y ou could     golf or scuba diving. H itting the beach is 

walk or bike thr ough all of the parishes      the first priority for most visitors—but 

and visit the major attractions. O f course,     you don’t need us to tell you how to sched-

some visitors would rather dev ote their     ule your time in the sun.

 

1  THE PARISHES OF BERMUDA

 

For administrative purposes, the islands of Bermuda are divided into parishes, all named for shareholders of the Bermuda Company, which was formed by English investors in the 

early 1600s to dev elop Bermuda as a pr ofit-making enterprise. F rom west to east, the 

parishes are listed below.

 

SANDYS PARISH

In the far w estern part of the ar chipelago, Sandys (pronounced “sands”) Parish encom-

passes the islands of Ireland, Boaz, and Somerset. This parish (named for S ir Edwin 

Sandys) centers in S omerset Village, on S omerset Island. Sandys Parish is often called Somerset.

Some visitors to Bermuda head directly for Sandys Parish and spend their entire time 

here; they feel that the far western tip, with its rolling hills, lush countryside, and tranquil 

bays, is something special and unique. (This area has always stood apart from the rest of Bermuda: D uring the U.S. Civil  War, when most B ermudians sympathiz ed with the 

 

Tips Planning  Pointer

It’s enlightening to take a ferry ride around the inner harbor before or after your 

City of Hamilton walking tour. You can get an overview of the City of Hamilton 

before concentrating on specific landmarks or monuments, or gain a new per-spective on what you’ve just seen.
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 P

THE

Confederates, Sandys Parish supported the Union.) Sandys Parish has areas of great natural 

beauty, including Somerset Long Bay, the biggest and best public beach in the  West End 

(which the Bermuda Audubon Society is developing into a nature preserve), and Mangrove 

Bay, a protected beach in the heart of Somerset Village. Take a walk around the old village; 

it’s filled with typically B ermudian houses and shops. O n S omerset R oad is the Scaur 

Lodge Property, whose waterfront hillside is open daily at no charge.

If you want to be near the shops, r estaurants, and pubs of the City of H amilton, you 

may want to stay in a mor e central location and visit Sandys Parish on a day trip. How-

ever, the parish ’s isolation is par t of its charm for those who pr efer tranquillity and 

unspoiled nature to shopping or lingering over an extra pint in a pub. This is the perfect 

parish for couples seeking privacy and romance.
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A T L A N T I C O C E A N  PARISHES

 

Airport  OF BERMUD

0                    3 mi

N

0            3 km

 

A

An advantage of staying here is that Sandys has several embarkation points for various 

types of sea excursions. The parish also boasts some of the most elegant places to stay in 

Bermuda. You can commute to the City of Hamilton by ferry, but it’s a bit time-consum-ing and not recommended if your days on Bermuda are limited.

 

SOUTHAMPTON PARISH

Southampton Parish (named for the third earl of Southampton) is a narrow strip of land 

opening at its northern edge onto Little Sound and on its southern shore onto the Atlan-

tic Ocean. It stretches from Riddells Bay to Tucker’s Island, and is split by Middle Road.

If dining at waterfront restaurants and staying at big resort hotels is part of your Ber-

muda dream, then Southampton is your parish; it’s the site of such famed r esorts as the 80 Fairmont S outhampton and the S onesta B each R esort. S outhampton is also the best 

place to stay if y ou plan to spend a gr eat deal of time on the island ’s fabled pink, sandy 

beaches. Among Southampton’s jewels is Horseshoe Bay, one of Bermuda’s most attrac-

tive public beaches, with changing rooms, a snack bar, and space for parking.

Southampton lacks the intimacy and r omance of S andys, but it has a lot of razzle-

dazzle going for it. It’s the top choice for a golfing holiday. If you like to sightsee, you can 

easily occupy 2 days just exploring the parish’s many attractions. It also has more nightlife 

than Sandys—although not as much as the City of H amilton.

 

WARWICK PARISH

Named in honor of the second earl of  Warwick, this parish lies in the hear t of G reat 

Bermuda Island. Like Southampton, it is known for its long stretches of rosy sand. Along 

the south shore is Warwick Long Bay, one of B ermuda’s best public beaches.  Warwick 

also offers parklands bordering the sea, winding countr y roads, two golf courses, and a 

number of natural attractions.  This area is the best on the island for horseback riding, 

which is the ideal way to see pastoral B ermuda up close.

Warwick is a great choice for visitors seeking cottage or apar tment rentals (where you 

ARIES can do some of your own cooking to cut down on the outrageous expense of food). The 

parish is not strong on restaurants; one of its disadvantages is that you have to travel a bit 

 ITINER if you like to dine out. N ightlife is also spotty—just about the only action y ou can find 

after dark is in hotel lounges.  This parish is for tranquillity-seekers, but because of its 

more central location, it doesn’t offer quite the seclusion that S andys does.

 

PAGET PARISH

SUGGESTED Paget Parish lies dir ectly south of the capital City of H amilton, separated fr om it b y 

Hamilton Harbour. Named after the fourth Lord Paget, it has many residences and his-

4    toric homes and it’s also the site of the 15-hectare (37-acre) Botanical Gardens. But the 

south-shore beaches—the best in the chain of islands—ar e what draw visitors her e in 

A                                                                                                                                                                                              droves. Paget Parish is also the site of        Chelston, on G rape Bay Drive, the official r esi-

dence of the U.S. consul general. S ituated on 5.8 hectar es (14 acr es) of landscaped 

grounds, it’s open only during the Garden Club’s Home and Garden Tours in the spring 

(see “Bermuda Calendar of Events,” in chapter 3, for details).

 OF BERMUD This is one of the best parishes to stay in; it has many ex cellent accommodations, 

including Elbow Beach Hotel. It’s close enough to the City of Hamilton for an easy com-

mute, but far enough away to escape the hor des. Because public transpor tation is all-

ARISHES important (you can’t rent a car), Paget is a good place to situate y ourself; it has some of 

 P the best and most conv enient ferry connections and bus schedules.  There are docks at 

THE Salt Kettle, Hodson’s, and Lo wer Ferry; you can ev en “commute” by ferry to  Warwick 

Parish or Sandys Parish, to the west. Paget’s relatively flat terrain, rural lanes, and streets 

lined with old mansions make this an ideal place for biking. And hikers will find many 

small trails bordering the sea.

If you don’t like big resort hotels, you can rent a cottage or one of sev eral little guest-

houses here. Unlike Warwick, Paget has a number of dining choices too . Elbow Beach 

offers the most, but other fine options include F ourways Inn and Paraquet Restaurant. 

Most of the parish’s nightlife centers on Elbow Beach.

There ar e no major disadv antages to staying in P aget.  You will find o vercrowded 

beaches during spring br eak, though, and congestion in the City of H amilton in the 

summer, when many cruise ships arrive.
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Tips  Finding an Address

The island chain of Bermuda doesn’t follow a rigid system of street addresses. 

Most hotels, even in official government listings, don’t bother to include an 

address, although they do include post offic e boxes and postal codes. Bermudi-

ans just assume that everybody knows where everything is, which is fine if you’ve lived on Bermuda all your life. But if you’re a first-time visitor, get a good 

map before setting out—and don’t be shy about asking directions. In general, 

people are very helpful.

  Most of the establishments you’ll be seeking are on some street plan. How-ever, some places use numbers in their street addresses, and others—perhaps 

their neighbors—don’t. The actual building number is not always important, 

because a building such as a resort hotel is likely to be set back so far from the 

main road that you couldn’t see its number anyway. Look for signs with the name of the hotel rather than the street number. Cross streets will also aid you in find- SUGGESTED

ing an address.

 

PEMBROKE PARISH  ITINER

This parish (named after the thir d earl of P embroke) houses one-quar ter of B ermuda’s 

population. It is home to the City of H amilton, Bermuda’s capital and its only full- ARIES

fledged city. The parish opens at its nor thern rim onto the v ast Atlantic Ocean and on 

its southern side onto H amilton Harbour; its w estern border is on G reat Sound. The 

City of Hamilton is the first destination that most cr uise-ship passengers will see.

 

packed with the island ’s greatest population density, also attracts the most visitors.  The  THE  little city is especially crowded when cruise ships are in the harbor and travelers pour into  This parish is not ideal for those seeking a tranquil holiday . Pembroke Parish, already  4

the stores and restaurants. Yet for those who like to pub-crawl E nglish style, shop until   P

they drop, and have access to the largest concentration of dining choices, Pembroke—the  ARISHES

City of Hamilton in particular—is without equal on Bermuda.

Whether or not y ou stay in P embroke, try to fit a shopping (or windo w-shopping) 

stroll along Front Street into your itinerary. The area also boasts a number of sightseeing   OF BERMUD

attractions, most of which are easily accessible on foot (a plus because y ou don’t have to 

depend on taxis, bikes, or scooters—which can get to be a bit of a bor e after a while). 

Nightlife is the finest on the island. Don’t expect splashy Las Vegas–type revues, however; 

instead, think restaurants, pubs, and small clubs. A

DEVONSHIRE PARISH

Lying east of Paget and Pembroke parishes, near the geographic center of the archipelago, 

Devonshire Parish (named for the first earl of Devonshire) is green and hilly. It has some 

housekeeping (self-catering) apar tments, a cottage colony, and one of B ermuda’s oldest 

churches, the Old Devonshire Parish Church, which dates fr om 1716. Three of B er-

muda’s major r oads traverse the parish: the aptly named S outh Road (also unofficially referred to as South Shore Rd.), Middle Road, and North Shore Road. As you wander its 

narrow lanes, you can, with some imagination, picture yourself in the parish’s namesake 

county of Devon, England.

82     Golfers flock to D evonshire to play at the Ocean View Golf Course. Along N orth 

Shore Road, near the border of Pembroke Parish, is Devonshire Dock, long a seafarer’s 

haven. In fact, during the War of 1812, British soldiers came to Devonshire Dock to be 

entertained by local women. Today, fishermen still bring in grouper and rockfish, so you 

can shop for dinner if you’re staying at a nearby cottage with a kitchen.

Devonshire has a number of unspoiled natur e areas. The arboretum on Montpelier 

Road is one of the most tranquil oases on B ermuda. This open space, cr eated by the 

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries, and Parks, is home to a wide range of B ermudian 

plant and tr ee life, especially conifers, palms, and other subtr opical trees. Along S outh 

Road, w est of the junction with Collector ’s H ill, is the Edmund G ibbons N ature 

Reserve. This portion of marshland, owned by the National Trust, provides living space 

for a number of birds and rare species of Bermuda flora.

Devonshire is one of the sleepy residential parishes, known for its hilly interior, beau-

tiful landscape, and fabulous estates bor dering the sea. There’s little sightseeing here; all 

those stunning priv ate estates ar en’t open to the public, so unless y ou get a personal 

invitation, you’re out of luck. B ut the parish is right in B ermuda’s geographic center, so 

ARIES it’s an ideal place to base yourself if you’d like to explore both the West End and the East 

End. There are two major drawbacks, though: With a few notable exceptions, the parish 

has very few places to stay and almost no dining choices.

 

 ITINER                                                                                                                                                                                              SMITH’S PARISH

Named for Sir Thomas Smith, this parish faces the open sea to the nor th and south. To 

the east is Harrington Sound; to the west, bucolic Devonshire Parish.

The parish encompasses Flatts Village, one of the island’s most charming parish towns 

SUGGESTED (take bus no. 10 or 11 fr om the City of H amilton). It was a smugglers ’ port for about 

200 years and served as the center of power for a coterie of successful “planter politicians” 

4 and lando wners. Flatts  Village’s go vernment was second in impor tance to that of S t. 

A George, which was B ermuda’s capital at the time. P eople gathered at the rickety F latts 

Bridge to “ enjoy” such public enter tainment as hangings; if the offense was serious 

enough, victims were drawn and quartered here. From Flatts Village, you have panoramic 

views of both the inlet and H arrington Sound. At the top of McGall’s Hill is St. Mark’s 

Church, based on the same designs used for the O ld Devonshire Parish Church.

 OF BERMUD Most visitors view Smith’s Parish as a day trip or a half-day trip , although the parish 

does have places to stay, such as the P ink Beach Club and Cottages. D ining choices are 

extremely limited, however, unless you stick to the hotels. Again, if you’re seeking lots of 

ARISHES                                                                                                                                                                                              nighttime div ersion, y ou’ll hav e to go to another parish. B ecause the     Spittal P ond 

 P                                                                                                                                                                                              Nature Reserve is her e, many natur e lovers prefer Smith’s to the mor e populated par-THE ishes. Basically, Smith’s Parish is for the visitor who wants ser enity and tranquillity but 

not at the celestial prices charged at the “ cottages” of Sandys.

 

HAMILTON PARISH

Not to be confused with the City of Hamilton (which is in Pembroke Parish), Hamilton 

Parish lies directly north of Harrington Sound, opening onto the A tlantic. It’s bordered 

on the east by St. George and on the southwest by Smith’s Parish. Named for the second 

marquis of Hamilton, the parish surrounds Harrington Sound, a saltwater lake stretching 

some 10km (61/4 miles). On its eastern periphery, the parish opens onto Castle Harbour.

The big attractions her e are the Bermuda Aquarium and the Crystal Caves. Scuba 

diving and other watersports are also very popular in the area.

83

Tips F inding Your Way

The Bermuda Department of Tourism publishes a free Bermuda Handy Refer-

ence Map. The tiny pocket map, distributed by the tourist office and available at most hotels, includes an overview and orientation map of Bermuda, highlighting its major attractions, golf courses, public beaches, and hotels. (It does not, how-

ever, pinpoint individual restaurants unless they are attached to hotels.) On the 

other side is a detailed street plan of the City of Hamilton, indicating all its major 

landmarks and service facilities, such as the ferry terminal and the post office. There’s also a detailed map of the Ro yal Naval Dockyard, the West End, and the 

East End, plus tips on transportation—ferries, taxis, buses—and other helpful 

hints, such as a depiction of various traffic signs. For exact locations of Visitors 

Service Bureau branches where you can pick up a copy of the Bermuda Handy Reference Map, see “Visitor Information” in the Fast Facts section of appendix A.

SUGGESTED

 

Around Harrington Sound, the sights differ greatly from those of nearby St. George 

(see below). You’ll find activities like fishing, swimming, sunfish sailing, and kayaking at 

Harrington Sound, but it doesn ’t offer the historical exploration that S t. George does.   ITINER

Some exper ts believe that H arrington Sound was a pr ehistoric cave that fell in. H ar-

 

rington Sound’s known gateway to the ocean is an inlet at F latts Village (see “S mith’s  ARIES  Parish,” above). However, evidence suggests that there are underwater passages as well—

several deep-sea fish have been caught in the sound.

For the best panoramic view of the north shore, head for Crawl Hill, the highest place 

in Hamilton Parish, just before you come to Bailey’s Bay. “Crawl” is a corruption of the  4

word kraal, which is where turtles were kept before slaughter. Shelly Bay, named for one 

of the passengers of the B ritish ship  THE  Sea Venture  that founder ed on B ermuda’s reefs in 

1609, is the longest beach along the nor th shore.  P

At Bailey’s Bay, Tom Moore’s Jungle consists of wild woods. The poet Tom Moore is  ARISHES

said to hav e spent many hours writing v erse here under a calabash tr ee (which is still 

standing). The jungle is now held in private trust, so you must obtain permission to enter 

it. It’s much easier to pay y our respects to the Romantic poet by going to Tom Moore’s   OF BERMUD

Tavern (p. 151).

Although the parish has some major r esorts, such as G rotto Bay Beach Hotel, most 

visitors come here for sightseeing only. We have to agree: Hamilton is a good place to go 

 

exploring for a day or half-day , but you’re better off staying else where. If you stay here,  A  you’ll spend a great deal of your holiday time commuting into the City of H amilton or 

St. George. Bus no. 1 or 3 from the City of Hamilton gets you here in about an hour.

 

ST. GEORGE’S PARISH

At Bermuda’s extreme eastern end, this historic parish encompasses sev eral islands. The 

parish borders Castle Harbour on its western and southern edges; S t. George’s Harbour 

divides it into two major par ts, St. George’s Island and St. David’s Island. A causeway 

links St. David’s Island to the rest of Bermuda, and St. George’s is also linked by a road. 

Many parish residents are longtime sailors and fishers. S t. George’s Parish also includes 

Tucker’s Town (founded in 1616 b y G ov. D aniel Tucker), on the opposite shor e of 

Castle Harbour.

84

 

Island-Hopping on Your Own

 

Most first-time visit ors think of Bermuda as one island , but in fac t it’s a small 

archipelago. M any of the islands that make up the chain ar e uninhabit ed. I f 

you’re a bit of a sk ipper, you can explore them on your own. With a little guid-

ance and the proper maps, you can discover small islands, out-of-the-way coral reefs, and hidden c oves that seem straight out of the old Br     ooke Shields 

B-movie The Blue Lagoon.

  For this boating adv enture, rent a Boston whaler with an outboar d engine. 

The name of these small but sturdy boats reveals their origins: New Englanders once used them in their pursuit of M oby Dick. It’s important to exercise cau-

tion, remembering that the English f ound Bermuda in 1612 only af ter the Sea 

Venture, en r oute t o the Jamest own C olony, was wr ecked off the Bermuda coast.

  In the East End, you can explore Castle Harbour, which is almost completely 

ARIES surrounded by islands, forming a protected lake. If you stop to do some fishing, 

snapper is your likely catch. (Visitors who rent condos or apartments often take their quarr y back t o their k itchenette t o pr epare it f or dinner.) To a void the 

 ITINER                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    often-powerful swells, drop anchor on the w est side of C astle Harbour, near 

Castle Harbour Golf Club and  Tucker’s Town. Then head acr oss Tucker’s Town 

Bay to Castle Island and Castle Island Nature Reserve. In 1612, Governor Moore ordered the construction of a fort on Castle Island, the ruins of which y ou can 

SUGGESTED                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    see today.

  In the  West End, begin your exploration b y going under S omerset Bridge 

4        into well-protected Ely’s Harbour. To the nor th, you can visit C athedral Rocks 

before making a half-circle to Somerset Village; from here, you can explore the 

A                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    uninhabited islands off Mangrove Bay.

  You can r ent a 4m (13-f t.) Bost on whaler—and pick up some local guid-

ance—at Blue Hole  Water Spor ts, Grotto Bay Beach Hot el, Hamilton Parish 

(& 441/293-2915; www.blueholewater.bm). Prices begin at $90 (£45) for 2 hours, 

 OF BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    $120 (£60) for 4 hours, and $180 (£90) for 8 hours. Rates do not include gas.

 

 PARISHES                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            town of St. George Settled in 1612, the  was once the capital of Bermuda; the City of 

THE Hamilton succeeded it in 1815.  The town was settled 3 y ears after S ir George Somers 

and his shipwrecked party of English sailors came ashore in 1609. (After Admiral Somers 

died in Bermuda, in 1610, his hear t was buried in the S t. George area, while the rest of 

his body was taken home to E ngland for burial.) F ounded by Richard Moore, of the 

newly created Bermuda Company, and a band of 60 colonists, St. George was the second 

English settlement in the New World, after Jamestown, Virginia. Its coat of arms depicts 

St. George (England’s patron saint) and a dragon.

Almost 4 centuries of histor y come aliv e here. Generations of sailors hav e set for th 

from its shelter ed harbor. St. George even played a r ole in the American R evolution: 

Bermuda depended on the American colonies for food, and when war came, supplies 

grew dangerously low. Although Bermuda was a British colony, the loyalties of its people 

were divided because many B ermudians had relatives living on the American mainland. 

A delegation headed b y Col. Henry Tucker went to Philadelphia to petition the Conti- 85

nental Congress to trade food and supplies for salt. G eorge Washington had a differ ent 

idea. He needed gunpowder, and a number of kegs of it were stored at St. George. With-

out the approval of the British Bermudian governor, the parties struck a deal. The gun-

powder was tr undled aboard American warships waiting in the harbor of  Tobacco Bay under cover of darkness. In return, the grateful colonies supplied Bermuda with food.

Although St. George still ev okes a feeling of the past, it ’s actively inhabited.  When 

cruise ships are in port, it’s likely to be overrun with visitors. Many people prefer to visit 

St. George at night, when they can walk around and enjoy it in relative peace and quiet. 

You won’t be able to enter any of the sightseeing attractions, but they’re of minor impor-

tance. After dar k, a mood of enchantment settles o ver the place: I t’s like a stor ybook 

village.

Would you want to live here for a week? Probably not. Once you’ve seen the glories of the town of St. George—which you can do in a day—y ou’re inconveniently isolated at 

 

the easternmost end of Bermuda for the rest of your stay. Several chains, including Club  SUGGESTED  Med, have tried and failed to make a go of it her e. Accommodations are extremely lim-

ited, although there are a number of restaurants (many of which, frankly, are mediocre). 

For history buffs, no place in Bermuda tops St. George’s. But as a parish to base yourself 

in, you might do better in the mor e centrally located and activity-filled P embroke or 

Southampton parishes. As for nightlife in S t. George, you can always go to a pub on   ITINER

King’s Square.

ARIES

2  THE BEST OF BERMUDA IN 1 DAY

 

If you have only 1 day for sightseeing, w e suggest y ou spend it in the historic former  4

capital of St. George, a maz e of narr ow streets with quaint names: F eatherbed Alley, 

Duke of York Street, Petticoat Lane, Old Maid’s Lane, and Duke of Kent Street. You can  THE

spend a day exploring B ritish-style pubs, seafood r estaurants, shops (several major City   BEST OF BERMUD

of Hamilton stores have branches here), old forts, museums, and churches.

And what would a day in Bermuda be without time spent on the beach? Elbow Beach and Warwick Long B ay are among the most appealing spots.  The no. 7 bus will take 

you there from St. George.

  At the eastern end of B ermuda, St. George was the second E nglish town established 

in the New World (after Jamestown, Virginia). For the history buff, it holds more inter-

est than the City of Hamilton (see below). A IN 1

 

We’ll begin the tour at: water’s edge stands a branch of the Visitors    D

A

1 Y  King’s Square  Service B ureau, wher e y ou can pick up 

Also known as M arket Square and King ’s  additional information on the ar ea. O n 

Parade, the square is the very center of St.     the square you’ll notice a r eplica of a pil-

George. Only about 200 years old, it’s not  lory and stocks.  The devices w ere used to 

as historic as S t. G eorge itself .  This was  punish criminals—and, in many cases, the 

formerly a marshy par t of the harbor—at  innocent. You could be sev erely punished 

least when the shipwrecked passengers and    here for such “ crimes” as casting a spell 

crew of the Sea Venture first saw it. A t the     over your neighbor’s turkeys.

86   From the square, head south across the small              Bermuda P arliament. I t’s the site of the 

bridge to: Peppercorn Ceremony, in which the O ld 

2 Ordnance Island State House pays the government a “rent” 

The British army once stor ed gunpowder  of one peppercorn annually. See chapter 8 

 

into S t. G eorge’s H arbour.  Today, the  Continue your stroll down Princess Street until you  island houses the  and cannons on this island, which extends    for details on this grand ceremony.

 

the vessel that carried the shipwrecked Sea     7 Somers Garden Venture Deliverance, a r eplica of  come to Duke of York Street and the entrance to:

 

side the v essel is a ducking stool, a con- passengers on to  Virginia. Along- The heart of Sir George Somers, the admi- ral of the  Sea Venture,  is buried her e. The  traption used in 17th-century witch trials.  gardens, opened in 1920 b y the Prince of 

Retrace your steps across the bridge to King’s Square.  Wales, contain palms and other tr opical 

On the waterside stands the:                             plants.

3 White Horse Tavern

This restaurant juts out into S t. George’s  Walk through Somers Gardens and up the steps to 

Harbour. Consider the tavern as a possible  the North Gate onto Blockade Alley. Climb the hill to 

 

 ITINER we’ll focus on its histor y: It was once the  This cathedral was intended to r eplace St.  home of J ohn D avenport, who came to  Peter’s Chur ch (see stop no . 12 on this  Bermuda in 1815 to open a dr  y goods  tour). Work began on the church in 1874,  ARIES                                                                                                                                                                                              spot for lunch later (p . 156). F or no w,                 8 Unfinished Church the structure known as “the folly of St. George,” the:

 

4 SUGGESTED store. D avenport was a bit of a miser;  but ended when the chur ch was beset b y  upon his death, some £75,000 in gold and  financial difficulties and a schism in the  silver was disco vered stashed away in his  Anglican congregation.  cellar.  After viewing the cathedral, turn left onto Duke of  Across the square stands the:  Kent Street, which leads down to the:

4 Town Hall                        9 St. George’s Historical Society 

 

A                                                                                                                                                                                              this is the meeting place of the corporation              Located at Featherbed Alley and D uke of  D governing St. George. It has antique cedar Y                                                                                                                                                                                              Located near the  Visitors Service Bureau,     Museum

Kent S treet, the museum building is an 

 IN 1                                                                                                                                                                                              furnishings and a collection of photo-                                              example of the rather plain 18th-centur y 

A                                                                                                                                                                                              graphs of pr evious lord mayors.    Bermuda                Bermudian architecture. It contains a col-

Journey, a multimedia audio visual presen- lection of B ermudian historical ar tifacts 

tation, is shown here several times a day.      and cedar furniture.

 

 BEST OF BERMUD  Bridge House Here you can see a wor king replica of the  Constructed in the 1690s, this was once  type of printing press invented by Johannes  the home of several governors of Bermuda.  THE  ting north (left) on Bridge Street. You’ll come to the:      0 Featherbed Alley Printery 5 From King’s Square, head east along King Street, cut-      Around the corner on Featherbed Alley is the:

Gutenberg in Germany in the 1450s.

 

18th- and 19th-centur y antiques and   Go up Featherbed Alley and straight onto Church  Street. At the junction with Broad Lane, look to your  houses an art gallery and souvenir shop.  Located at 1 Bridge St., it’s furnished with 

right to see the:

Return to King Street and continue east to the:            ! Old Rectory

6 Old State House The Old Rectory is located at the head of 

The Old State House opens onto Princess  Broad Alley , behind S t. P eter’s Chur ch. 

Street, at the top of King Street. This is the  Now a priv ate home administer ed by the 

oldest stone building in B ermuda, dating  National Trust, it was built in 1705 b y a 

from 1620, and was once the home of the 

Bermuda in 1 Day 87
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Rattle & Shake: The Bermuda Railway Trail

 

One of the most unusual sightseeing adv entures in Bermuda is f ollowing the 

Bermuda Railway Trail (or par ts thereof), which str etches for 34km (21 miles) 

along the old railr oad wa y, acr oss thr ee of the int erconnected islands that 

make up Bermuda. Construction of this rail line may have been one of the most costly ev er on a per-k ilometer basis . Opened in 1931, the Bermuda R ailway 

ceased operations in 1948. Once the island’s main mode of transportation, the 

train eventually gave way to the automobile.

  Before setting out on this tr ek, arm y ourself with a c opy of the Bermuda Railway Trail Guide, which is a vailable at the Bermuda Depar tment of Tourism 

in the Cit y of Hamilt on and the  Visitors S ervice Bureaus in Hamilt on and St. 

George. You’re now ready to hit the trail of the old train sy stem that was affec-tionately called  “Rattle and Shake .”  You can explor e the trail on horseback , 

bicycle, or foot.

ARIES   Although the line c overed 34km (21 miles), fr om St. Geor ge in the east t o 

Somerset in the w est, a 5k m (3-mile) str etch has been lost t o r oads in and around the capital City of Hamilton. For the most part, however, the trail winds 

 ITINER                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    along an automobile-free route.

  In the West End, the trail begins near the Watford Bridge, but there are many 

convenient ac cess points . I n the East End , it ’s easiest t o pick up the trail on North Shore Road.

SUGGESTED

 

4                                          Go west along Duke of York Street to: reformed pirate. You can go inside only on 

Y                                                                                                                                                                                              Wednesdays from noon to 5pm.                                                                                  $ Barber’s Alley & Petticoat Lane A

 D                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            Barber’s Alley honors J                                                                                                                                          oseph H ayne After seeing the Old Rectory, go through the church’s 

backyard, opposite Broad Alley, to reach: Rainey. A former slav e from South Caro-

 

 IN 1 lina, Rainey fled to B ermuda with his  A  @  St. Peter’s Church  The church’s main entrance is on Duke of  French wife at the outbr eak of the Civil  War. H e became a barber in S t. G eorge 

 

 BEST OF BERMUD Nearby is Petticoat Lane, also known as  Richard S harples, was buried her e.  The  Silk Alley. The name dates from the 1834  THE  present church was built in 1713, with a  emancipation, when two former slav  e  tower added in 1814.  women who ’d always wanted silk petti- Across the street is the:  coats like their former mistr esses finally   Bermuda National Trust Museum  #  purchased some—and paraded up and  When it was the Globe Hotel, this was the  down the lane to show off their new finery.  headquarters of Maj. Norman Walker, the  Continue west until you reach:  Confederate representative in Bermuda. It  %  Western Hemisphere. In the chur chyard,  lina, where in 1870 he was elected to the  U.S. H ouse of R epresentatives—the first  you’ll see many headstones, some 300  African American to serve in Congress.  years old.  The assassinated go vernor, S ir  oldest Anglican place of worship in the  and ev entually r eturned to S outh Car o- York Street. St. Peter’s is believed to be the 

 

was once a hotbed of blockade r unning       Tucker House Opening onto  Water Street, this was the (artillery smuggling during the Civil War). former home of a pr ominent Bermudian 

governor, a treasurer of the U nited States,        harbor. It features everything from an ice-cream parlor to a pizza oven, and even full and a captain in the Confederate N avy. family, whose members included an island  89

The building houses an ex cellent collec-       meals, in its tutti-frutti- colored dining  

room.

tion of antiques, including silver, portraits, 

and cedar furniture. One room is devoted 

to memorabilia of Joseph Hayne Rainey.     End your tour across the street at:

^ Somers Wharf

This multimillion-dollar waterfront resto-

% TAKE A BREAK ration project contains shops, r estaurants, 

Near  Tucker House is the family-friendly          and taverns. Café Gio, 36 Water St. ( & 441/297-1307 ), 

with its out door t errace o verlooking the 

 

3   SUGGESTED  THE BEST OF BERMUDA IN 2 DAYS

 

Spend Day 1 as indicated above. Devote Day 2 to sightseeing and shopping in the City 

of Hamilton. If you’re staying in P aget or Warwick, a ferr y from either parish will take   ITINER

you right into the city. For many visitors, the City of Hamilton’s shops are its most com-

pelling attraction. Try to time your visit to avoid the arrival of cruise ships; on those days, 

the stores and restaurants in the city can get r eally crowded. You can obtain a schedule  ARIES

of cruise-ship arrivals and departures from the tourist office.

  If you took our advice and went to the beach yesterday, try a different one today. After 

all, Bermuda isn’t just about sightseeing and shopping—it ’s about those marvelous pink 

sands too. 4

THE

Begin your tour along the harborfront at the: ferry across Great Sound to the West End    BEST OF BERMUD

1 Visitors Service Bureau/Ferry        and Somerset.

Terminal                           Walk south from the Ferry Terminal toward the 

Pick up some fr ee maps and br ochures of    water, taking a short side street between the Visitors 

the island here.                                Service Bureau and the large Bank of Bermuda. You’ll 

 

Front Street, the City of H amilton’s main     2 Albouy’s Point                         A street and principal shopping ar ea. Before From the bur eau, y ou’ll emerge onto     come to:

This is a small, grassy par k with benches   IN 2

1946, there were no cars her e. Today, the     and trees, which opens onto a panoramic 

 

busy traffic includes small automobiles  vista of the boat- and ship-filled harbor .    DA  (driven only by Bermuda residents), buses,  Nearby is the Royal Bermuda Yacht Club, YS  mopeds, and bicycles. You’ll also see horse- which has been an elite rendezvous for the 

drawn carriages, which ar e the most     Bermudian and American yachting set—

romantic (and, alas, the most expensiv e)    including the rich and famous—since the 

way to see the City of H amilton.             1930s.  To use the wor d “ royal” in its 

At the docks behind the Ferry Terminal,    name, the club obtained special permis-you can find the ferries to  Warwick and  sion from Prince Albert, Queen Victoria’s 

Paget parishes; for details on their attrac-      consort.  The club sponsors the widely 

tions, see chapter 8.  You can also take a      televised Newport–Bermuda Race. 90   After taking in the view, walk directly north, toward       mail fr om the clipper ships, then put it 

Front Street. Continue east along Front Street to the  under his top hat in or der to maintain his 

intersection with Queen Street. This is the site of the: dignity. As he pr oceeded thr ough to wn, 

3 “Birdcage” he’d greet his friends and acquaintances by 

This is the most photographed sight in  tipping his hat, ther eby deliv ering their 

Bermuda. Here you can sometimes find a  mail at the same time. He started printing 

police officer dir ecting traffic. I f the   stamps in 1848. A Perot stamp is extremely 

“bobby” is a man, he’s likely to be wearing  valuable today—only 11 ar e kno wn to 

regulation Bermuda shorts. The traffic box  exist, and Queen Elizabeth II owns several. 

was named after its designer    , M ichael    The last time a P erot stamp came on the 

“Dickey” Bird. It stands at H eyl’s Corner,     market, in 1986, it fetched $135,000.

 

erner, J. B. H eyl, who operated a nearb y  Continue to the top of Queen Street, then turn right  onto Church Street to reach:  which was named for an American south-

apothecary in the 1800s.                     7 Hamilton City Hall

Continue north along Queen Street until you reach: Located at 17 Chur ch S t., the city hall 

4 Par-la-Ville Park dates from 1960 and is crowned by a white 

ARIES                                                                                                                                                                                              This was once a private garden attached to                tower. The bronze weather vane on top is 

the town house of  William B. Perot, Ber-    a replica of the Sea Venture. Portraits of the 

muda’s first postmaster . P erot, who   queen and paintings of former island lead-

 ITINER                                                                                                                                                                                              designed the gardens in the 19th centur y,                 ers adorn the main lobb y. The B ermuda 

collected rar e and ex otic plants fr om all  Society of Ar ts holds frequent exhibitions 

over the globe, including an Indian rubber  in this hall.  The B enbow family’s collec-

tree, which was seeded in 1847. M     ark    tion of rare stamps is also on display. SUGGESTED                                                                                                                                                                                              Twain wrote that he found the tree “disap-

pointing” in that it didn ’t bear r ubber 

 

4    overshoes and hot-water bottles.                 7 TAKE A BREAK The Paradiso Cafe (p. 149), on the ground Also opening onto Queen Street at the entrance to floor of the  Washington Mall, a shopping S the park is the: Y and office complex on Reid Str eet, which A 5 Bermuda Historical Society is parallel t o Chur ch Str eet t o the south  D Museum ( & 441/295-3263 ), serves the most irr e-

 

 IN 2 sistible pastries in town. You can also order  This museum, at 13 Queen St., is also the  A  ice cream, tartlets, quiches, croissant sand- Bermuda Librar y. I t’s filled with curiosi- wiches, espresso, and cappuccino.  ties, including cedar furnitur e, collections 

of antique silv er and china, hog money , 

Confederate money , a 1775 letter fr om  In back of Hamilton City Hall, opening onto Victoria 

George  Washington, and other ar tifacts.     Street, lies:

The library has many rar e books, includ-     8 Victoria Park

 BEST OF BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                              ing a 1624 edition of John Smith’s General                  Office workers frequent this cool, refresh-

THE Historie of  Virginia, New England and the  ing oasis on their lunch br eaks. It features 

Somers Isles, which you can ask to vie w. If  a sunken gar den, ornamental shr ubbery, 

you’d like to r est and catch up on y our  and a Victorian bandstand. The 1.6-hect-

reading, you’ll also find a selection of cur- are (4-acre) park was laid out in honor of 

rent local and B ritish ne wspapers and  Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee in 1887. 

periodicals here. Outdoor concer ts ar e held her e in sum-

Across the street is the: mer. Contact the tourist office for dates.

6 Perot Post Office

William P erot ran this post office fr om 

1818 to 1862. It’s said that he’d collect the 

Bermuda in 2 Days 91
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Church d          Rd                  Gorham                             .  Ave. d n                          A o Woodbourne R y  IN 2  Information  “Take a Break”  m  a  h  ic  B  R  s  t’ D  it  PAYS

 

 Visitors Service Bureau/                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     “Birdcage”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             Cabinet Building  Albouy’s Point  Par-la-Ville Park  Bermuda Historical  Perot Post Office  Hamilton City Hall  Victoria Park  St. Theresa’s  Bermuda Cathedral  Sessions House                                                                                                                                                        Cenotaph                                                                                                                                                      Fort Hamilton 2 3 4 5 7 6 8  1 Ferry Terminal Society Museum Paradiso Cafe  9 10 11 (Parliament Building) 12 1314                                                                                                                                                      Fort Hamilton                                                                                                                         Tea Shoppe 92   Cedar Avenue is the eastern boundary of Victoria          you visit on a  Wednesday, you can see the  

Park. If you follow it north for 2 blocks, you’ll reach: Bermuda S enate in action.  The building  

9 St. Theresa’s is located betw een Cour t and P arliament 

This R oman Catholic cathedral is open   streets, and is open Monday through Friday 

 

it’s one of a half-doz en R oman Catholic      # Cenotaph The Cenotaph is a memorial to Bermuda’s churches in Bermuda; its treasure is a gold-dead fr om  World  War I (1914–18) and and-silver chalice—a gift fr om Pope P aul World  War II (1939–45). I n 1920, the VI when he visited the island in 1968. Prince of  Wales laid the cornerstone. (I n services. Its architecture was inspired by the     In front of the Cabinet Building is the: Spanish Mission style. D ating from 1927, daily fr om 8am to 7pm and for S unday    from 9am to 5pm.

After seeing the cathedral, retrace your steps south  1936, as King E dward VIII, he abdicated 

along Cedar Avenue until you reach Victoria Street.  to marr y an American div orcée,  Wallis 

Cedar Avenue now becomes Burnaby Street; continue  Simpson, and during World War II, as the 

along this street (on your left) will bring you to the: Duke of Windsor, he served as governor of  south to Church Street and turn left. A short walk 

0 Bermuda Cathedral The Bahamas.) The landmark is a r eplica 

ARIES                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            of the Cenotaph in London. Also known as the Cathedral of the M ost 

Holy Trinity, this is the seat of the Angli- Continue east along Front Street until you reach King 

 ITINER can Chur ch of B ermuda, and it to wers  Street, then turn left and head north until you come 

over the city skyline. I to Happy Valley Road. Go right on this road until you  ts style is neo-

Gothic, characterized by stained-glass win-    see the entrance (on your right) to:

dows and soaring ar ches. The lectern and     $ Fort Hamilton

pulpit duplicate those of St. Giles in Edin- This imposing old fortress lies on the east-

SUGGESTED ern outskirts of to wn. The Duke of  Wel- burgh, Scotland.

lington ordered its construction to protect 

4    Leave the cathedral and continue east along Church       Hamilton H arbour. F illed with under-

 

 IN 2 Located on P arliament S treet, betw een  never fired a shot. I t does, ho wever, offer  Reid and Chur ch str eets, the S essions  panoramic views of the city and the har- A  House is open to the public F  riday at  bor, and it’s worth a trip just for the vie w.  10am. The speaker wears a full wig and a  In summer, try to be her e at noon, when  flowing black r obe.  The P arliament of  the kilted B ermuda I sles P ipe B and per- Y moat and 18-ton guns, the for t was out- A  Building)  dated before it was even completed, and it   D  S                                                                                                                                                                                              ! Sessions House (Parliament Street to the: ground passageways and complete with a 

 

Bermuda is the thir d oldest in the world,  forms a skirling cer emony on the gr een,  after Iceland’s and England’s.  accompanied by dancers and drummers.

Continue south along Parliament Street to Front 

 BEST OF BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                              Street, and turn left toward the:

THE                                                                                                                                                                                              @ Cabinet Building                    $ TAKE A BREAK: WINDING 

 

The official opening of P arliament takes         DOWN Enjoy old-fashioned tea at the Fort Ham-place here in late October or early Novem-ilton “Victoria C astle”  Tea Shoppe (no ber. Wearing a plumed hat and full r egalia, phone), wher e y ou can also or der light the governor makes his “Throne Speech.” If refreshments.




4   93  THE BEST OF BERMUDA IN 3 DAYS

 

Spend Days 1 and 2 as outlined above. On Day 3, take the ferry from the City of Ham-

ilton across Great Sound to S omerset. Carry your bicycle on the boat—y ou’ll need it 

later. You’ll disembark at the w estern end of S omerset Island in S andys Parish, where 

you’ll find the smallest drawbridge in the world. I t’s easy to spend an hour walking 

around Somerset Village. Then head west on foot or on bicycle until you reach Somer-

set Long Bay Beach, along the northern rim of the island.

Sandys Parish has several places for lunch (see chapter 6). The Somerset Country Squire 

Tavern, a typical village inn near the  Watford Bridge ferry stop at the w estern end of the  

island, is one of the best.

After lunch, hop on y our bicycle and cross Watford Bridge to Ireland Island, home 

of the Royal Naval Dockyard and the Maritime Museum. On your way back to Som-

erset Bridge and the ferr y back to the City of H amilton, you might take the turnoff to 

Fort Scaur; from Scaur Hill, SUGGESTED  you’ll have a commanding view of Ely’s Harbour and Great 

Sound. If you don’t want to go through Somerset again, the ferry at Watford Bridge will 

also take you back to the City of H amilton.

Sandys (pronounced sands), the far w estern parish of B ermuda, consists of S omerset 

Island (the largest and southernmost island), and  Watford, Boaz, and I reland islands.   ITINER

When Bermudians cross into S omerset on S omerset Bridge, they say they ar e “up the 

 

country.” ARIES  Craggy coastlines, beaches, nature reserves, fishermen’s coves, old fortifications, wind-

ing lanes, and sleepy villages characteriz e this ar ea. All of S andys’ major attractions lie 

along the main road from Somerset Bridge to the Royal Naval Dockyard, which is at the 

 

end of Ireland Island. 4  Although we describe this as a walking tour, you may want to rent a bicycle or moped 

to help you cover the longer stretches. THE

  To begin the tour, take the ferry from the City of Hamilton to:  BEST OF BERMUD

 

1 Somerset Bridge                 Sound  View R oad—is one of the most

This bridge links Somerset Island with the  attractive segments (good to kno w if y ou 

rest of B ermuda. I t was among the first  don’t want to walk the whole trail—although 

three bridges constr ucted on B ermuda in  some hearty visitors do just that). Parts of the 

 

the 1600s, and it ’s said to be the smallest      trail open onto the coast, affor    ding pan-      A drawbridge in the world; its opening is oramic vistas of the Great Sound. See “Rattle  IN 3

 

boat mast. Near the bridge you can see the   D  above, for more information.A  old S omerset P ost O ffice and an 18th- just wide enough to accommodate a sail- & S hake:  The B ermuda Railway  Trail,” 

Y

century cottage known as Crossways. S

Next, walk up Somerset Road about 69m (226 ft.) to           The trail goes acr oss the park land of F ort 2 TAKE A BREAK

the entrance to the:                                           Scaur (see belo w), with its lar ge moat. I f 2 Railway Trail                         you’re her e ar ound noontime , y ou might  

Open only to pedestrians and bikers, the           want to consider this as a picnic spot (get  

 

trail follo ws the path of old “Rattle and             your picnic fixings in the City of Hamilton). If you can spend all day in Somerset (which Shake,” the Bermuda Railway line that once we highly r ecommend), y ou might also  ran the length of the island.  This section of  want t o take time out f or a swim bef ore the trail—betw een S omerset B ridge and  returning to your walking or cycling. 94   Follow the signposts to:                                opened b y Q ueen E lizabeth II in 1975. 

3 Fort Scaur There’s an exhibit of B ermuda’s old boats, 

In the 1870s, the B ritish feared an attack  documenting the island ’s rich maritime 

from the U nited States, so they built this  history.  You can cr oss a moat to explor e 

fort on the highest hill in S     omerset to     the keep and the 9m-high (30-ft.) defen-

protect Her Majesty’s Royal Naval Dock-    sive ramparts.

yard. It sits on 9 hectares (22 acres) of land     Across the street from the Bermuda Maritime 

and opens onto S omerset Road; the huge  Museum is the Old Cooperage Building, site of the 

dry moat cuts right across Somerset Island.  Neptune Cinema. Adjacent to the cinema is the Craft 

You can wander ar ound this for t, which  Market, which sells interesting items. Next door is 

proved to be unnecessar y because the      the:

American inv asion nev er materializ ed. I f     7 Bermuda Arts Centre

you stand on the rampar    ts, y ou’ll be     Princess M argaret opened the Centr e in 

rewarded with a mar velous view of G reat  1984. Showcasing the visual arts and crafts 

Sound. Through a telescope, y ou can see  of the island, this not-for-pr ofit organiza-

such distant sights as S t. D avid’s Light-     tion has a volunteer staff.

ARIES house and F ort St. Catherine in the East  From the dockyar d, it’s a long walk to 

End of Bermuda. If you follow the eastern  Somerset  Village, but many people who 

moat all the way down to the Great Sound  have walked or cycled the distance consid-

 ITINER shore, y ou’ll find ideal places for swim- ered it one of the highlights of their B er-

ming and fishing. muda trip .  You’ll find some of the best 

After exploring the surrounding Scaur Hill Fort Park,  beaches here, so if y ou get tired along the 

resume your walk along the railway track and con- way, take time out for a r efreshing dip in 

tinue north for more than 1.5km (1 mile), then turn        the ocean.

 

4    4 Sound View Road                walk down Pender Road about 1km (2/3 mile). Cross Take a str oll along this sleepy r esidential SUGGESTED                                                                                                                                                                                              right onto:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             Leave through the dockyard’s south entrance and Cockburn’s Cut Bridge and go straight along Cock-

 

S                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            range Road, which will take you to: street, which has some of the finest cot-Y 8 Lagoon Park A tages in Bermuda. Enter the par k as y ou cross over the C ut  D Continue around a wide arc, passing Tranquillity Hill Bridge onto Ireland Island South. Walking and Gwelly and Saltsea lanes. When you come to  IN 3 A Scott’s Hill Road, take a right and go about 78m (256 trails crisscr oss the par k, which has a lagoon populated with ducks and other ft.) to East Shore Road. At the first junction, take a 

little road, Cavello Lane, which branches off to the  wild fowl. There are places for picnicking 

right; it will take you to: in the park, which is free and open to the 

 

The sheltered cove is a stopping point for  To continue, cross Grey’s Bridge to Boaz Island, and  the City of Hamilton ferry.  5 Cavello Bay                       public.

 BEST OF BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            walk or cycle along Malabar Road. On your right 
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Four or Five More Days for Bermuda?

Spend Days 1 through 3 as outlined above. Make Day 4 a beach day. Head for 

Horseshoe Bay Beach, in Southampton Parish, in the morning. Spend most of your time there, exploring hidden coves in all directions. Have lunch right on the 

beach at a concession stand. In the afternoon, visit Gibbs Hill Lighthouse. After 

a rest at your hotel, sample some Bermudian nightlife.

 On    Day 5, conclude your stay with an excursion to Flatts Village, which lies in 

the eastern sector of Smith’s Parish. Explore the Bermuda Aquarium, Natural History Museum & Zoo and consider an undersea walk (see the box “A Look 

Under Bermuda’s Waters,” on p. 163 in chapter 7).

  Spend the rest of the day at the fabled Elbow Beach. After relaxing over after-noon tea at one of the hotels, arrange to see an evening show—if it’s scheduled, 

make it gombey dancing, which has its roots in Africa and which remains a 

strong cultural symbol in Bermuda (p. 157).
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4 SUGGESTED taurant (& 441/234-0105; p. 129) is an  beach and shallo w waters, which open  English-style pub that serves sandwiches,  onto Long B ay. You can picnic her e. The  burgers, and such pub grub as steak-and- Bermuda A udubon S ociety operates the  kidney pie and bangers and mash (sau- nature r eserve, and the pond attracts  sages and mashed potatoes). The kitchen  migrating bir ds, including the Louisiana  is also noted for its desserts.

heron, the sno wy egr et, and the purple 
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Where to Stay 5

 

Bermuda offers a wide choic e of each category. This chapter is organized by 

lodgings, ranging from small, casual guest-    the type of av ailable accommodations to 

houses to large, luxurious resorts. Facilities     help you find your ideal stay.

vary gr eatly in siz e and amenities within 

 

CHOOSING THE PLACE THAT’S RIGHT FOR YOU

Accommodations in Bermuda basically fall into five categories:

• Resort Hotels: These generally large pr operties are Bermuda’s most lavish, offering 

many facilities, services, and luxuries—but also charging the highest prices. The lowest 

rates, usually discounted about 20%, are in effect from mid-November to March. The 

large resorts usually hav e their o wn beaches or beach clubs, along with swimming 

pools; some have their own golf courses. It’s cheaper to choose the Modified American 

Plan (MAP) dining option (see “Rates & Reservation Policies” below for details) than 

to order all your meals a la carte. However, if you go the MAP route, you’ll be confined 

to the same dining r oom every night and miss the oppor tunity to sample differ ent 

restaurants.

• Small Hotels: This option might be just the right fit for those who hate megar esorts. 

Bermuda’s small hotels offer the intimacy of upscale B&Bs, but with mor e facilities. 

At a small hotel, you might feel more connected to the island and its people. Another 

plus? They’re often cheaper than the big r esorts.

• Cottage Colonies: This uniquely Bermudian option consists of a series of bungalows 

constructed around a clubhouse, which is the center of social life, drinking, and din-

ing. The cottages, usually scenically arranged on landscaped gr ounds, are designed to 

provide maximum privacy and are typically equipped with kitchenettes for pr eparing 

light meals. In many of the cottage colonies, br eakfast isn’t available; you can go out, 

or buy supplies the night before and prepare your own meal. Most colonies have their 

own beaches or swimming pools.

• Housekeeping Units: These cottage or apartment-style accommodations (often called 

efficiencies in the U.S.) occupy landscaped estates surrounding a main clubhouse. All 

of them offer kitchen facilities—perhaps a full, well-equipped kitchen, but a kitchen-

ette at least wher e you can whip up snacks and br eakfast. Most offer minimal daily 

maid service. Generally, housekeeping units ar e simpler and less expensiv e than cot-

tage colonies.

• Guesthouses: These are Bermuda’s least expensive accommodations. The larger guest-

houses are old Bermuda homes in garden settings. Generally, they’ve been modernized 

and have comfortable guest rooms. Some have swimming pools. A number are small, 

modest places, offering br eakfast only; you may share a bathroom with other guests, 

as well as have to “commute” to the beach.

Another option is renting a villa or vacation home. Villa rentals are like renting some-

one’s home. At some, you’re entirely on your own; others provide maid service. Most are 

on or near a beach. It is generally safe to consider this an expensiv e option.

98 98     Private apartments offer fe wer frills than villas or condos; the building housing the 

apartment may not have a swimming pool or even a front desk. Apartments are available 

with or without maid service.

Cottages, or cabanas, offer the most independent lifestyle in the categor y of vacation 

accommodations—they’re entir ely self-catering. S ome open onto a beach, and others 

surround a communal swimming pool. M ost of them ar e fairly basic, consisting of a 

simple bedroom plus a small kitchen and bathroom. For the peak summer season, make 

cabana reservations at least 5 or 6 months in adv ance.

Several U.S. and Canadian agents can arrange these types of rentals. Bermuda Realty,

Atlantic House, 11 Par-la-Ville Rd., Hamilton (& 441/292-1793; www.bermudarealty.

com), specializes in condos and villas and can arrange bookings for a w eek or longer.

 

RATES & RESERVATION POLICIES

The rates that w e’ve listed thr oughout this chapter ar e “rack rates”—the rates y ou’d be 

quoted if y ou walked in off the str eet. These are helpful for purposes of comparison. 

Especially at the big resorts, almost no one ever pays the rack rate. By booking a package 

deal that includes airfare, or just by asking for packages and discounts at the hotel when 

you make your reservation, you can usually do much better . At small hotels and guest-

houses, the rates quoted her e ar e much mor e likely to be accurate. B efore y ou book 

anything, read “Packages for the Independent Traveler” in chapter 3.

Y All room rates, regardless of meal plan, are subject to a 7.5% tax, which will be tacked 

A onto your bill. A ser vice charge (10%–15%) is also added to y our room rate in lieu of 

 

 ST tips. Keep in mind, the ser vice charge does not co ver bar tabs.  Third-person rates (for  O  T  those occupying a r oom with two other people) ar e lo wer, and childr en’s rates v ary 

according to their age.

WHERE Note: The rack rates we’ve listed in this chapter include tax and ser vice charge unless 

otherwise noted. However, we strongly encourage you to confirm what the rates include 

5 when you reserve, to avoid any misunderstanding. Hotels usually quote you the full rate 

you’ll pay upon checkout; they don’t want misunderstandings either.

Bermuda’s high season is spring and summer—the opposite of the B ahamian and 

Caribbean high season. M ost of Bermuda’s hotels charge high-season rates fr om March 

(Easter is the peak period) thr ough mid-November. A few hotels have year-round rates, 

and others charge in-between, or “shoulder,” prices in spring and autumn. I f business is 

slow, many smaller places shut down in winter.

Because rooms in the same hotel come in differ ent configurations, it is difficult to 

group hotels in v arious categories, especially if y ou mention specific prices. A r ule of 

thumb (and there are many exceptions to this rule) is that any r oom costing more than 

$400 is v ery expensive, with expensiv e in general being r ooms costing $300 to $400 a 

night. For the most part, moderate rooms rent for $200 to $300 a night, with anything 

costing under $200, believe it or not, classified as inexpensiv e.

In general, a very expensive resort and a very expensive cottage colony are most often 

in the same price bracket.

You may see some unfamiliar terms and abbreviations used to describe rate plans. AP

(American P lan), sometimes called “ full boar d,” includes thr ee meals a day . MAP

(Modified American Plan), sometimes called “half-board,” includes breakfast and dinner. 

BP (Bermuda Plan) includes full American or English breakfast. CP (Continental Plan) 

includes only continental br eakfast (basically br ead, jam, and coffee). EP (E uropean 

Plan) is always cheapest—it includes only the r oom, no meals.

99

Hotel Boom

In addition to other hotels previewed in this chapter, there are still more devel-

opments to come. Long an eyesore at St. George’s, the long-closed Club Med has found a developer. The old building has been demolished and will blossom int o 

a completely new resort, with a famous golf pro designing a new course. Stay tuned.

  With other hotel plans in the development stage, it’s predicted that Bermuda 

will grow from almost 6,500 rooms to 7,500 rooms by 2010 or 2011. When the 

former U.S. Navy Base at Morgan’s Point is developed, Bermuda may boast 10,000 hotel rooms, something once thought “unbelievable.”

 

Note that prices aren’t uniform in several of the larger, older resorts, which offer a wide range of r ooms. For instance, one guest at the E lbow Beach Hotel might be paying a 

price that can be categorized as “moderate,” whereas another might be booked at a “very 

expensive” rate—it all depends on your room assignment. So even if you can’t pay $200 

per night, it might be worth a call to see if a cheaper r oom is available.

Members of the Bermuda Hotel Association require 2 nights’ deposit within 14 days 

of confirming a reservation; full payment 30 days befor e arrival; and notice of cancella- WHERE

tion 15 days before scheduled arrival to avoid forfeiting your deposit. Some smaller hotels 

 

and other accommodations levy an energy surcharge; inquire about this when you make   T  your reservations.O ST  TIPS FOR SAVING ON YOUR HOTEL ROOMAY  •  Ask about special rates or other discounts.  You may qualify for corporate, student, 

military, senior, frequent flier, trade union, or other discounts.

• Dial direct. When booking a room in a chain hotel, y ou’ll often get a better deal b y  5

calling the individual hotel’s reservation desk rather than the chain’s main number.

• Book online. Many hotels offer Internet-only discounts, or supply rooms to Priceline, 

Hotwire, or Expedia at rates much lower than the ones you can get through the hotel 

itself.

• Look into group or long-stay discounts. If you come as par t of a large gr oup, you 

should be able to negotiate a bargain rate. Like wise, if you’re planning a long stay (5 

days or more), you might qualify for a discount. As a general r ule, expect 1 night free 

after a 7-night stay.

• Sidestep excess surcharges and hidden costs. Many hotels have adopted the unpleas-

ant practice of nickel-and-diming guests with opaque sur charges. When you book a 

room, ask what is included in the r oom rate, and what is extra. A void dialing direct 

from hotel phones, which can hav e exorbitant rates. And don ’t be tempted b y the 

room’s minibar offerings: M ost hotels charge thr ough the nose for water , soda, and 

snacks. Finally, ask about local tax es and service charges, which can incr ease the cost 

of a room by 15% or more.

• Book an efficiency. A room with a kitchenette allo ws you to cook y our own meals. 

This is a big money saver, especially for families on long stays.

• Consider enrolling in hotel chains ’ “frequent-stay” programs, which ar e upping 

the ante lately to win the lo yalty of repeat customers. Frequent guests can now accu-

mulate points or cr edits to earn fr ee hotel nights, airline miles, in-r oom amenities, 100

Tips Hotel  Dining

Chances are, you’ll take more meals at your hotel in Bermuda (where you can’t rent a car) than you would in other destinations. Although you’re generally out 

and about for lunch, many visitors don’t care to hire an expensive taxi or take a 

bike or motorbike along Bermuda’s narrow roads at night in search of a spot for 

dinner. As a result, you’re often stuck at your hotel for meals, and therefore you might want to consider food options when deciding where to stay.

  To help you out, we’ve added more details about hotel dining than you can 

find in most other guidebooks’ accommodations reviews.

 

merchandise, tickets to concerts and events, discounts on sporting facilities—and even credit toward stock in the par ticipating hotel, in the case of the J ameson Inn hotel 

group. Perks are awarded not only b y many chain hotels and motels, but also indi-

vidual inns and B&Bs. M any chain hotels partner with other hotel chains, car-r ental 

firms, airlines, and credit card companies to give consumers additional incentive to do repeat business.

 

Y                                                                                                                                                                                              SURFING FOR HOTELS

A                                                                                                                                                                                              In addition to the online trav el booking sites    Travelocity, Expedia, Orbitz, Priceline,

 

 ST                                                                                                                                                                                              and Hotwire, you can book hotels thr ough Hotels.com, Quikbook (www.quikbook. O T com), and Travelaxe (www.travelaxe.com).

HotelChatter.com is a daily w ebzine offering smart coverage and critiques of hotels 

WHERE worldwide. Go to TripAdvisor.com or HotelShark.com for helpful independent con-

sumer reviews of hotels and resort properties.

 

5 It’s a good idea to get a confir mation number and make a printout of any online  booking transaction.

 

LANDING THE BEST ROOM

Somebody has to get the best r oom in the house. I t might as well be you. You can start 

by joining the hotel’s frequent-guest program, which may make you eligible for upgrades. 

A hotel-branded credit card usually gives its owner “silver” or “gold” status in frequent-

guest programs for free. Always ask about a corner room. They’re often larger and quieter, 

with more windows and light, and they often cost the same as standar d rooms. When 

you make y our reservation, ask if the hotel is r enovating; if it is, r equest a r oom away 

from the construction. Ask about nonsmoking rooms and rooms with views. Be sure to 

request your choice of twin, queen-, or king-siz e beds. If you’re a light sleeper, ask for a 

quiet room away from vending or ice machines, elev ators, restaurants, bars, and discos. 

Ask for a room that has been recently renovated or refurbished.

If you aren’t happy with your room when you arrive, ask for another one. Most lodg-

ings will be willing to accommodate y ou.

In a resort area such as B ermuda, you should also ask the follo wing questions before 

you book a room:

•  What’s the view? Cost-conscious travelers may prefer to pay less for a room facing the 

parking lot, especially if they don’t plan to spend much time ther e.

•  Does the room have air-conditioning or ceiling fans? D o the windows open? If they 101

do, and the nighttime enter tainment takes place alfr esco, you may want to find out 

when show time is over.

•  What’s included in the price?  Your r oom may be moderately priced, but if y ou’re 

charged for beach chairs, to wels, sports equipment, and other amenities, y ou could 

end up spending more than you bargained for.

•  How far is the room from the beach and other amenities? If it’s far, is there transporta-

tion to and from the beach, and is it fr ee?

 

1  RESORT HOTELS

 

With their wealth of amenities, the big r esort hotels can keep you so well occupied that 

you may not feel the need to leave the premises (but make sure you resist the pull of the 

resort and venture out). The large hotels typically have their own beaches or beach clubs 

and swimming pools; some hav e their o wn golf courses too . Most of these hotels also 

boast such luxury services and facilities as porters, room service, planned activities, sports 

facilities (such as tennis courts), shops (including bike shops), beauty salons, bars, night-

clubs, entertainment, and taxi stands.

 

VERY EXPENSIVE WHERE

Southampton Parish

 

The Fairmont S outhampton        Kids  Sitting atop B ermuda’s highest point,      TO this resort is the largest, most comprehensive, and most luxurious property on the island.  ST It overlooks the ocean, the bay , and its o wn beach, located in fr ont of the hotel.  The AY hotel’s beach is shelter ed in a jagged co ve, flanked b y cliffs, and studded with r ocky outcroppings lashed b y the tides.  The atmosphere is mahogany-trimmed conser vatism, 

glowing and rich-looking and perhaps a little bit uptight and stuffy for the par ty-loving  5

Carnival cruise crowd. This mammoth resort stands on 40 hectares (99 acres) of undulat- RESORT

ing and verdant land that looks gloriously manicured.

Often compared to its sibling, the Fairmont Hamilton Princess (see p . 106), the 

Fairmont S outhampton is within a swath of gr eenery that dir ectly abuts the beach,   HO

whereas the Fairmont Hamilton is situated in a more urban environment close to shops,  TELS

offices, and the financial center of the island.  This hotel is not necessarily the place for 

travelers looking for a sense of isolation and an intimate, r omantic hideaway; in fact, its 

biggest drawback is that it ’s a fav orite with conv entions and tour gr oups. Nonetheless, 

along with Tucker’s Point (see p. 107) and Elbow Beach (see p. 104), it is consider ed 

the finest choices for the well-heeled family looking for a place with vir tually everything 

on-site.

The Fairmont Southampton is decorated in a tastefully conservative style with rare but 

usually welcome touches of glitziness and razzmatazz, always with w ell-upholstered fur-

nishings and a sense of air y spaciousness. Baronial staircases connect the public r ooms, 

situated on three floors. The plush guest rooms are arranged in wings that radiate, more 

or less, symmetrically from a central core. This design gives each luxurious room a private 

veranda with a sweeping view of the water. Rooms are spacious, each with a larger-than-

expected balcony, and either one king or two double beds. F or those who can affor d it, the choicest accommodations ar e on the F airmont Gold floor, a hotel-within-a-hotel, 

pampering its guests in ultimate luxury on the top floor, offering an array of services from 102 Where to Stay in Bermuda
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104 shoeshines to private check-ins. The Gold Floor offers complimentary continental break-

fast, newspapers, and the use of a fax and  VCR.

The cuisine is among the island’s finest—we recommend several of the resort’s restau-

rants even if y ou’re not staying her e. In a place this large, it ’s hard to keep an ey e on 

quality, but the Fairmont Southampton does admirably well. This is a mammoth opera-

tion, but the hotel has wisely split its dining into smaller enclav es. Choices include 

Wickets (p. 136), the Newport R oom (p. 132), the Ocean Club (p. 134), and the 

Waterlot Inn (p. 133). Some of the island’s finest Italian cuisine is served in the on-site 

Bacci (p. 133). Nightlife is a bit staid here, and not every restaurant has a bar that’s open 

to nondiners (the Waterlot Inn does). Jasmine’s Lounge has an activ e singles scene, and 

live music, usually a jazz combo, beginning most ev enings at 8pm. On the premises is a 

genuinely vast spa, the Fairmont-owned Willow Stream Day Spa, with 20 separate treat-

ment rooms and 31,000 square feet of surface area.

Guests who don ’t want to leav e the pr emises enjoy a self-contained village of bars, 

restaurants, shops, and athletic facilities that ar e among the island ’s finest. E veryone’s 

favorite pool is a re-creation of a Polynesian waterfall, with streams of heated water spill-

ing from an artificial limestone cliff. You can swim here even during cold weather, thanks 

to the gr eenhouse above. A tr olley carries guests ar ound the sprawling acr eage of the 

Fairmont Southampton grounds, and a ferry boat reserved for guests only goes from the 

Waterlot Inn to the piers of the Fairmont Hamilton.

 

Y                                                                                                                                                                                              101 South Rd. (P.O. Box HM 1379), S outhampton Parish HM FX, Bermuda. &   800/257-7544 in the U .S. A and Canada, or 441/238-8000. F ax 441/238-8968. w ww.fairmont.com/southampton. 593 units . Winter  ST $229–$389 double, from $539 suite; summer $499–$739 double, from $939 suite. Children 17 and under O T stay free in a r oom with 1 or 2 adults . AE, DC, DISC, MC,  V. Free private ferry to the Fairmont Hamilton 

Princess. Amenities: 7 r estaurants; 2 bars; bab ysitting; beach club; childr en’s pr ograms; c oncierge; 

18-hole golf course; health club & spa; pool (out door); room service; water sports equipment/rentals. In WHERE                                                                                                                                                                                              room: A/C, TV, TV/VCR, hair dryer, Internet ($14).

 

5    Paget Parish Elbow B each Hotel        Kids  Elegant and commanding, this is the best full-

service resort on Bermuda, though it lacks the intimacy and local charm y ou’d find at a 

TELS smaller place such as the R eefs. Today it’s become part of Mandarin Oriental’s portfolio 

 HO of luxury hotels. Most renovations were completed in 2007. Since then, things have been 

smooth and classy. Upgrades were made not only to the bedr ooms, but also to the full-

service spa and fitness center , the tennis cour ts, and the O lympic-size pool. The water-

RESORT sports program was expanded, the 24-hour r oom service improved, and many upgrades 

were made to the already varied dining program.

Elbow Beach appeals to vacationers, especially families, who like everything under one 

roof (or at least on-site). Another adv antage is the pr oximity to the City of H amilton, 

which is 10 minutes away b y taxi. The resort sits on 20 hectar es (49 acr es) of gar dens 

with its own .5km (1/3-mile) pink-sand beach on the south shore. Long gone are the days 

when rowdy college students descended at Easter.

You can choose fr om a wide array of accommodations, fr om rooms with balconies 

overlooking the water to duplex cottages; from lanai rooms overlooking the pool and the 

Atlantic to others that ar e surfside. Many guest r ooms feature Asian furnishings, har d-

wood floors, and exposed ceiling beams.  The most spacious units ar e in low-rise build-

ings on terraces leading to the sands; the least desirable r ooms open onto a heavily 

trafficked corridor on the lobby floor. The pale yellow core was built in 1908, but since 

then, it has been expanded massiv ely and frequently. No other hotel in B ermuda offers 

as wide a choice of outbuildings fr om the main one.  There are as many as 17 of these, 

Where to Stay in the City of Hamilton 105
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Tips P ackage Deals

Refer to the “Packages for the Independent Traveler” section of chapter 3 before 

you call these resorts yourself. Buying a package is the way to go; you can save 

hundreds over what you would pay by booking your hotel and airfare separately.

 

each scattered across the steeply sloping and landscaped grounds. Families with children 

tend to opt for some of the lo w-slung accommodations in the gar dens, while business 

travelers gravitate toward the accommodations within the stately looking main building. 

In fact, the hotel ’s site map ev okes a theme par k b y D isney, meandering as it does 

through a labyrinth of walkways.

Also, the Mandarin Oriental Spa contains six suites—oases wher e clients can spend 

hours or even the entire day in total comfort. These are about the most luxurious way to 

stay in Bermuda if you want complete pampering. The suites, each with an ocean vie w, 

are spacious, Zen-like retreats. They feature granite-soaking tubs, showers lined with river 

pebbles, and bamboo floors; ev erything is decorated in soothing colors with warm tex-

tures.  The spa’s holistic tr eatments turn to such ex otic destinations as B ali for their 

inspiration.

 

Y The cuisine here has never been better; the culinary “dream team” includes chefs who  A  have worked at some of the grandest dining r ooms of the world, fr om Atlanta’s Ritz-  ST  O  Carlton to Wolfgang Puck’s California restaurants. All guests, including those on MAP ,   T  may choose dinner at either of the hotel ’s two oceanview restaurants or at a nightly out-

door theme party. The main dining room, the Seahorse Grill, is the most formal of the WHERE restaurants. A t the beachfr ont Lido (p . 138), the kitchen focuses on seafood with a 

Mediterranean accent.  The r esort also par ticipates in a “ dine ar ound” pr ogram with 

5 several City of Hamilton restaurants; hotel guests can eat at participating restaurants and 

charge their meals to the resort. The Veranda Bar is Bermuda’s first rum bar, featuring a 

lively Latino beat.

TELS                                                                                                                                                                                              60 South Rd. (P.O. Box HM 455), Paget Parish HM BX, Bermuda. &   800/223-7434 or 441/236-3535. Fax 

441/236-8043. www.mandarinoriental.com/bermuda. 235 units. Summer $495–$650 double, from $575  HO suite; off season $315–$329 double , from $380 suit e. Children 17 and under sta y free in par ent’s room 

(though note that not all rooms are large enough to comfortably fit an extra person). Per-person supple-

ment for MAP, year-round, $88 adults, $44 children aged 3-11. Packages available. AE, DC, MC,  V. Bus: 1, RESORT                                                                                                                                                                                              2, or 7.              Amenities: 6 r estaurants; 2 bars; bab ysitting; children’s program; concierge; health club & spa; 

pool (outdoor); room service; 5 all-weather tennis courts (2 lit); watersports equipment/rentals. In room:

A/C, TV, hair dryer, minibar, Wi-Fi ($20).

 

Pembroke Parish (City of Hamilton)

The F airmont Hamilton P rincess   This landmar k luxur y hotel launched 

Bermuda’s tourist industr y and, thanks to a healthy demand fr om business trav elers, is 

still going strong. Its younger but larger sibling, the Fairmont Southampton (see above), 

has better dining, grander and more comprehensive facilities, and the advantage of being 

on a beach, but it ’s somewhat remote; the more “urban” Fairmont Hamilton earns fans 

and devotees because it is mor e conveniently positioned for shopping and sightseeing. 

The hotel, whose pink walls and gingerbread trim evoke a wedding cake, is a short walk 

from downtown Hamilton, on the edge of Hamilton Harbour. Elbow Beach (the closest 

beach) is a 20-minute taxi ride or 45-minute bicycle ride from the hotel. The easily acces-

sible ferry delivers guests to the Fairmont Southampton, and sun lovers can get their fill 

at the sandy stretch there. The lack of a beach here doesn’t keep the glitterati away: This 107

is the hotel of choice for movie stars and the yachting set.

Opened in 1884 and named for P rincess Louise (Q ueen  Victoria’s daughter), this 

princess is far more staid than the Fairmont Southampton, and with a higher percentage 

of clients inv olved in the fastest gr owing sector of the B ermudian economy, the r e-

insurance business. I t doesn’t even attempt to offer the r oster of activities av ailable at 

Elbow Beach, so the y oung and the r estless might want to book else where. This is the 

oldest and one of the most deeply entrenched members of the Fairmont hotel chain, and 

it’s certainly the one with the most histor y: British intelligence officers stationed her e during World War II worked to crack secret Nazi codes.

Modern wings, pierced with row upon row of balconied loggias, surround the hotel’s 

colonial core. The property was designed ar ound a concr ete pier that extends into the 

harbor, near a J apanese-style floating garden. Many of the spacious r ooms have private 

balconies, which were designed “to create the feeling that you’d choose the same kind of 

bedroom if you owned a home here.”

The hotel has a wide array of bars and r estaurants, including Harley’s (p. 144).

76 Pitts Bay Rd., Pembroke Parish HM CX, Bermuda. & 800/257-7544 in the U.S., or 441/295-3000. Fax 

441/295-1914. w ww.fairmont.com. 410 units .  Winter $399–$499 double , $559–$759 suit e; summer 

$539–$639 double, $749–$899 suite. Children 17 and under stay free in a room with 1 or 2 adults. AE, DC, 

MC, V. Frequent ferry service to and from the Fairmont Southampton, weather permitting. Amenities: 2 

restaurants; 2 bars; bab ysitting; concierge; health club with saunas; mopeds; 2 pools (out door); room  WHERE

service; watersports equipment/rentals. In room: A/C, TV, TV/DVD, hair dryer, Internet ($14), minibar.

 

Tucker’s Point Hotel & Spa O   Its inauguration in 2009 signaled the debut of  ST  the most spectacular, most opulent, and most expensiv e construction in the histor y of A  Hamilton Parish  T

Bermuda. Its antecedents ar e kno wn to almost ev eryone on the island: B eginning in  Y

1958, its forerunner, the Castle H arbour Club, welcomed the wintering w ealthy of the 

 

of the place but failed to rebuild enough of its by-then antiquated infrastructure to make  RESORT  a go of it. Recognizing the value of the terrain (200 acres of what some people say is the  American and British Empires. In the 1970s, Marriott attempted an abortive renaissance  5

most beautiful seafront in Bermuda), the need for upscale homes, and the legendary posh 

 

looking, infrastr ucture to the gr ound, retaining only the original steel gir ders and an  TELS  outdoor elevator which still hauls residents from the hotel down a cliff face to the beach- of the old Castle H arbour, the present owners tore most of the quasi-for tified, inward-  HO

front. Rising triumphantly fr om the wr eckage is a spectacularly compr ehensive resort 

that proudly asserts its r oom rates as the most expensiv e on B ermuda, and its physical 

plant as the island’s most comprehensive, imaginative, and theatrical.

Creative styling fairly oozes out of this place, thanks to a coor dinated and sometimes 

brilliant collaboration of landscapers, ar chitects, interior designers, and financiers. I ts 

centerpiece is a balconied, big-windo wed manor house loaded with contemporar y art 

and a combination of antiques and acceptable r eproductions that ev oke a home wher e 

items were “collected” over several generations of discerning o wners. A uniformed staff 

guides virtually every aspect of your arrival and well-being, and since the hotel has a huge 

physical plant but only 88 units, ther e’s ev ery possible sense that this is, indeed, an 

intensely personalized boutique resort with big-city amenities. There’s a higher percent-

age of upscale boutiques within the hotel than within any other competitor on the island, 

lots of fir eplaces that blaz e at the appr opriate windy and foggy moments, and a beach 

that’s the envy of lesser hotels.

108 The resort’s spa is the most comprehensive in Bermuda, with a decor that some visitors 

compare to something aboar d the O rient Express at its most posh. A t the time of its 

opening, construction costs were estimated in excess of $800,000 per guest room. When 

we asked this r esort’s managing dir ector about what he compar ed the place to, he 

answered, “a seamless combination of the best of Las  Ventanas in Cabo San Lucas (Baja 

California, M exico) and the S plendido in P ortofino, I taly, with touches of the best 

aspects of Sandy Lane (Barbados) thrown in as well.”

60 Tucker’s Point Club Dr ., Harringt on S ound, Hamilt on Parish HS 02 Bermuda. & 866/604-3764 or 

441/298-9800. F ax 441/298-4001. w ww.tuckerspoint.com. 88 units . Summer (M ay 1–A ug 31) $700–

$1,000 double; from $1,900 suite. Off season $350–$900 double; $1,700 suite. AE, DC, MC, V. Amenities:

6 restaurants, bar; concierge; 18-hole golf course; health club & spa; water sports equipment/rentals. In-

room: A/C, TV, hair dryer, MP3 docking station, wet bar (in suites), Wi-Fi (free).

 

EXPENSIVE

Hamilton Parish

Grotto Bay Beach Resort    Kids  This resort (named after its subterranean cav es) 

is lushly planted with tr opical fruit trees. A sandy but mediocr e beach nearb y offers a 

view of an unused series of railroad pylons, leading onto forested Coney Island across the 

bay. The beach is narrow, with rocky outcroppings, and unfortunately there are not a lot 

of other decent beaches nearby. However, the nearby coastline is enchanting, with many 

Y natural caves and intimate coves. From the seaside, the airy public areas look like a mod-

A ern version of a mogul ’s palace, with big windo ws, thick white walls, and thr ee peaked 

 ST                                                                                                                                                                                              roofs with curved eaves.

O This r estored r esort appeals to y oung couples and families who don ’t need all the   T

hustle and bustle and central location of a r esort such as the Elbow Beach. Although it’s 

unattractively located acr oss from the airpor t, noise fr om planes is not a pr oblem. The 

WHERE sprawling, 8.5-hectare (21-acre) property contains 11 thr ee-story buildings with balco-

nies and sea vie ws (but no elev ators). If your room is far fr om the main building, y ou 

5 may think you’ve been sentenced to Siberia (though there are secluded units that appeal 

to honeymooners). All accommodations are well furnished; the bathrooms are well main-

tained. The children’s programs and playground make this a safe bet for families.  There TELS are also a lot of activities offer ed, including natur e walks, twice-w eekly “cave crawls,” 

 HO daily cave swims, organized activities for teenagers, scav enger hunts, communal croquet 

near the bar, fish feeding, and bridge competitions.  The best rooms are directly on the 

beach, but they’re at the bottom of a serpentine flight of about 30 masonr y steps. That’s RESORT no big deal for guests of av erage fitness, but those with limited mobility might pr efer 

oceanview, not oceanfront, rooms.

The on-site r estaurants serve fair if unr emarkable Continental cuisine, enliv ened by 

fresh seafood. A multimillion-dollar r enovation has per ked up the look of all food and 

beverage outlets, including the Bayside B ar & G rill, the Rumhouse B ar, the Palm 

Court (p. 153), and the Hibiscus dining room, which now offers an outside patio allow-

ing guests to dine alfresco. The lounge books live entertainment nightly, and there are a 

handful of other bars on the pr operty. Afternoon tea is ser ved every day, and ther e’s a 

daily happy hour. Blasted out of natural r ock, the swimming pool has a swim-up bar . 

Solitude, tranquillity, and friendly, personal service are the draws here.

11 Blue Hole H ill, Hamilton Parish CR 04, Bermuda. & 800/582-3190 in the U.S., 800/463-0851 in C an-

ada, or 441/293-8333. F ax 441/293-2306. w ww.grottobay.com. 201 units . May–Oct $336–$389 double . 

Nov–Apr $170–$195 double . Year-round rate for a suit e for two, $450. M AP (breakfast and dinner) $58 

supplemental fee per person. AE, MC, V. Bus: 1, 3, 10, or 11. Amenities: 2 restaurants; 2 bars; babysitting; 109

children’s programs; exercise room; Jacuzzi; mopeds; pool (out door); 4 tennis courts (2 lit); wat ersports 

equipment/rentals; Wi-Fi in lobby ($15). In room: A/C, TV, fridge, hair dryer.

 

2  SMALL HOTELS

 

In direct contrast to the sprawling r esorts are Bermuda’s more intimate, informal, small hotels. Many hav e their o wn dining r ooms and bars, and some ev en hav e their o wn 

beaches or beach clubs; all offer pools and patios.

 

VERY EXPENSIVE

Southampton Parish

Pompano Beach Club Directly adjacent to the P ort Royal Golf Course, with a 

respected pedigree dating back to 1956, this was and is the only fully American-o wned 

hotel and resort on Bermuda. With a spectacular (some say mystical) vie w over a rocky 

shoreline, it’s perched on a limestone hill, above a cove beach fringed with rocky outcrop-

pings. From the terraced beach above the hotel’s clubhouse, waist-deep water covers the 

clean, sandy bottom for the length of 2 1/2 football fields befor e the deep water begins. 

The A tlantic is so close that fr om the public ar eas, y ou’ll get the illusion that y ou’re 

onboard a cr uise ship headed out to sea. Contained within a lo w-rise complex of w ell- WHERE

maintained buildings, it attracts couples of all ages who want priv acy, tranquillity, and 

 

the comfort of mostly American administration as headed by members of the Lamb fam-  T  ily; golfers especially like this place.O ST  The hillside villas scattered over the landscaped property have a balcony or terrace to 

take advantage of the ocean vie ws. If you can afford it, request the deluxe rooms at the  AY

top of the price scale, as these accommodations often hav e wet bars, double sinks, and 

 

showers near (separate) oversize tubs. 5  If you don’t want to dine ar ound at night, y ou can or der meals in either of its two 

well-orchestrated restaurants; the Ocean Grill and the Cedar Room alike ar e recom- SMALL

mended (see p . 134).  The hotel offers a complimentar y shuttle to and fr om the local 

Rockaway ferry stop, making it easier for guests to commute back and forth from Ham-  HO

ilton.

36 Pompano Beach Rd., Southampton Parish SB 03, Bermuda. & TELS  888/537-6448  in the U.S. and Canada, 

or 441/234-0222. F ax 441/234-1694. w ww.pompanobeachclub.com. 75 units . M ay–Oct 31 $505–$575 

double; off season $300–$470 double. Rates include MAP (breakfast and dinner). Packages available. AE, 

MC, V. Hamilton ferry to Somerset. Bus: 7 or 8. Amenities: 2 r estaurants; cafe; 2 bars; bab ysitting; con-

cierge; health club & spa; mopeds; Jacuzzi; pool (out door); watersports equipment/rentals; Wi-Fi (free in 

clubhouse). In room: A/C, TV, fridge, hair dryer.

The Reefs   Having benefited from a radical renovation that effectively put it out 

of commission for long periods, this is one of the island ’s state-of-the-art inns, opening onto a private beach of pink-flecked sand surrounded by palm trees and jutting rocks.

This inn boasts unmatched ocean vie ws and a somewhat startling loyalty from many 

island residents, many of whom cite it as their pr eferred island getaway. With compo-

nents interconnected with steep and sometimes long flights of concrete stairs, this “lanai 

colony” of salmon-pink cottages on Christian B ay spreads along the top of a lo w coral 

ridge. Each accommodation is cheerfully decorated with comfortable furnishings and has 

a priv ate sun deck, not-o verly spacious bathr ooms, separate dr essing ar eas, and dual 

basins. The hotel’s “Cottage Suites by the Reefs” are the most desirable.

110    If you want to let your hair down a bit, opt for Coconuts (p. 133); there’s no finer or 

more romantic spot in Bermuda for an alfresco sunset dinner than this beach terrace. The 

chefs draw inspiration from around the world—Thailand to the United States. La Serena 

(serenity) spa offers, among other ser vices, Thai and other styles of massage. O ther spa 

services range from reflexology to facials.

56 South Shore Rd., Southampton Parish SN 02, Bermuda. & 800/742-2008 in the U.S. and Canada, or 

441/238-0222. Fax 441/238-8372. w ww.thereefs.com. 65 units . Summer $459–$615 double , from $689 

suite; off season $336–$512 double, from $538 suite. Rates include breakfast and dinner. AE, MC, V. Bus: 

7. Amenities: 2 restaurants; 2 bars; babysitting; 3 golf courses nearby; limited health club; mopeds; pool 

(outdoor); watersports equipment/rentals; Wi-Fi (free in clubhouse). In room: A/C,  TV/DVD, fridge, hair 

dryer.

 

Paget Parish

Coco Reef Resort Pink sands lie just a few steps from your room at this reincarna-

tion of the old S tonington Beach Hotel. Opening onto the island’s South Shore Beach, 

the restored property is inviting with its Caribbean-style fabrics and wicker furnishings, 

reflecting the island’s pastels. In each room there are original paintings of scenes of B er-

mudian life. Redevelopment involved the creation of a dramatic atrium lobby, improved 

dining, the r efurbishment of all public r ooms, and the complete r estoration of all the 

guest bedrooms, which are midsize and comfortably furnished. At La Vista Bar, you can 

enjoy a panoramic view of the ocean while sitting in an antique rattan chair. The on-site 

Y                                                                                                                                                                                              restaurant, Cafe Coco, has an eclectic menu that r oams the world for inspiration. A

 ST 3 Stonington Circle, Paget Parish PG BX, Bermuda. & 800/648-0799 in the U.S. and Canada, or 441/236-

O 5416. Fax 441/236-9766. w ww.cocoreefbermuda.com. 62 units . Mid-Apr–Oct $466–$570 double , from 

 T $714 suite; Nov–Apr 15 $353–$420 double, from $620 suite. Rates include full br eakfast. AE, MC, V. Bus: 

7. Amenities: Restaurant; bar; babysitting; access to nearby health club; pool (out door); 2 tennis courts 

(lit). In room: A/C, TV, hair dryer, kitchenette.

WHERE

Grape Bay Beach Hotel     Finds  This is the incarnation of a w ell-respected hotel 

5 that was, until a reconfiguration early in the millennium, known as White Sands Hotel. 

The cor e of this place is a shell-pink two-stor y B ermuda-style house.  The hotel is a 

3-minute walk from the white sands of Grape Bay Beach. In the 1980s, a concrete-sided 

TELS annex was shoehorned into the narrow space that until then had been a lawn. The result 

 HO is simple and completely unpr etentious motel-style lodgings, most of which hav e access 

to a private balcony, a respectable amount of space, and a simple but ser viceable decor 

that represents value on an other wise expensive island. O ne of the best aspects of the 

SMALL place is its location within a neighborhood of otherwise private homes, each set either on 

the crest of a hill or on the side of a hill, with vie ws of the wide A tlantic. The on-site 

restaurant, Sapori (p. 138), offers a sun terrace and large-windo wed views of the sea.

White Sands Rd . (P.O. Bo x PG 174), P aget P arish PG BX, Bermuda. & 866/782-9232 in the U .S., or 

441/236-2023. Fax 441/236-2486. www.grapebay.com. 32 units. Apr–Oct $255–$285 double; off season 

$185–$205 double. AE, MC, V. Bus: 2, 7, or 8. Amenities: Restaurant; bar; babysitting; room service; Wi-Fi 

(free in lobby). In room: A/C, TV, fridge, hair dryer.

The Wharf Executive Suites One of Bermuda’s most modern accommodations, 

this boutique hotel caters to the business traveler and the extended-stay visitor. The loca-

tion is on the harbor o verlooking the City of H amilton, which is r eached by taking a 

7-minute ferr y ride.  The management, with some justification, bills its offering as a 

“home away from home.” No hotel can be that, but this one tries admirably . The hotel 

is in a pale-yellow-painted building offering studio suites equipped with kitchenettes and 

full suites with full kitchens. All bedrooms have executive work centers, including a desk and ergonomic chair, a two-line speakerphone and a fax machine/printer/copier. Person-111

alized concierge service is also pr ovided. Rooms are spacious, each with a balcony o ver-

looking H amilton B ay. There is no on-site r estaurant, but a continental br eakfast is 

served.

1 Harbour Rd ., Paget Parish PG BX, Bermuda. & 866/782-9232 or 441/232-5700. F ax 441/232-4008. 

www.wharfexecutivesuites.com. 15 units. Nov–Apr $260 studio for two, $345 suite; May–Oct $310 studio 

for two, $455 suite. Rates include continental breakfast. AE, MC, V. Amenities: Babysitting. In room: A/C, 

TV, fax, hair dryer, kitchenette (in studios)/full kitchen (in suites), Wi-Fi (free).

 

EXPENSIVE

Pembroke Parish (City of Hamilton)

Bay City Guest House  Across from the harbor in the city of Hamilton, this hotel is 

popular with vacationers and commercial travelers alike. There is no pool, and you have 

to walk to the beach, but this is a bright, air y place to stay close to the center of to wn. 

Opening onto scenic vie ws of the harbor , it was a former priv ate mansion.  There is a 

graciousness about the place, and a fine hospitality is offer ed. Bedrooms are traditional and most quite spacious, and each is immaculately maintained and comfor    tably fur-

nished. Perhaps the most r omantic is the Longtail S uite with a fir eplace. The Bay View 

junior suite offers its own Jacuzzi and a cozy bay nook sitting ar ea.

53 Pitts Rd., City of Hamilton, Pembroke Parish HM 06, Bermuda. & 441/295-1275. Fax 441/295-3166. 

www.baycity.bm/contact.html. 12 units. $220–$250 double, $280 junior suite, $310 superior suite. Rates  WHERE

include continental breakfast. AE, MC, V. Bus: 1, 2, or 10. Amenities: Bar; breakfast room. In room: A/C, TV, 

Wi-Fi (free).

Rosedon Hotel    Finds  If you’d prefer a small local hotel with charm and character     T

in the City of H amilton, Rosedon is for you. The staff at this stately 1906 mansion ar e   STO

polite and personable. Although its rates ar e rather high for what it is—basically , an  A

Y

overblown guesthouse—it has its fans. B usiness travelers often stay her e because of its 

 

proximity to the City of Hamilton. 5  Once occupied b y an E nglish family, this was the first house in B ermuda with gas- SMALL  lights. The main house, with the exception of a half-dozen upstairs bedrooms, is mostly 

used as a r eception area and office. M ost of the accommodations lie within a rambling 

two-story contemporary-looking annex that encircles a garden, a flagstone terrace, and a   HO

temperature-controlled swimming pool in back. TELS

Regardless of their location, mid-sized bedrooms are each individually decorated. Each 

was recently renovated and has a priv ate balcony or patio, along with a small but neat 

bathroom. The modern, pool-fr onting accommodations in the r ear are often pr eferred 

over rooms in the main house. The colonial-style bedrooms in the main house, however, 

have more island flavor and character. The honor system pr evails at the self-ser vice bar. 

A tasty, full breakfast, included in the rates, is plentiful. I t can also be deliv ered to your 

room. There’s afternoon tea, but no restaurant.

57 Pitts Bay Rd. (P.O. Box HM 290), City of Hamilton, Pembroke Parish HM AX, Bermuda. & 800/742-5008

in the U .S. and C anada, or 441/295-1640. F ax 441/295-5904. w ww.rosedon.com. 44 units . Apr–No v 

$260–$402 double; off season $204–$336 double. Extra person $35–$40. Rates include full breakfast and 

afternoon tea. AE, MC, V. Free round-trip shuttle service to Stonington Beach, 10 min. a way. Amenities:

Bar; babysitting; pool (out door); room ser vice; access to tennis courts at S outh Shore Beach &  Tennis 

Club. In room: A/C, TV/DVD, CD player, hair dryer, Wi-Fi (free).




112                   3  COT TAGE COLONIES

 

These accommodations are uniquely Bermudian, managing to combine the personalized 

coziness of a private cottage (or at least a r oom within a freestanding villa that evokes a 

cottage), with the sense of belonging to a small scale and ev er-so-polite country club. 

Each colony has a main clubhouse with a dining room, lounge, bar, and in most cases, a 

library or r eading r oom, plus its o wn beach and/or pool.  The cottage units, spr ead 

throughout landscaped grounds, offer privacy and sometimes luxur y. Many have kitch-

enettes suitable for preparing beverages and light snacks, but not for full-scale meals.

 

VERY EXPENSIVE

Sandys Parish

Cambridge Beaches   Discreetly but relentlessly upscale, the much-r estored 

Cambridge B eaches attracts rich honeymooners, old-money families, and  Vanity Fair

couples who seek privacy, pampering, and plenty of facilities. It’s one of the most deeply 

respected resorts in B ermuda, with doz ens of clients who r eturn year after y ear to an 

aggressively unflashy physical plant that’s almost deliberately quiet and subdued. If you’re 

a first-time visitor, the clubby atmosphere may make you feel like an outsider. Cambridge 

Beaches remains high in snob appeal. P ersons 17 and under ar e in most cases not par-

Y                                                                                                                                                                                              ticularly appreciated, and raucous 20-somethings would probably not fit in. A On a peninsula overlooking Mangrove Bay in Somerset, the colony’s 12 hectares (30 

 

 ST acres) of semitropical gardens and green lawns occupy the entire western tip of the island.  O  T  The colony centers on an old sea captain ’s house which over the years grew into a com-

pound of lounges, bars, dining r ooms, and drawing r ooms. Tastefully furnished with WHERE antiques and a sense of old, seafaring B ermuda; the dominant feeling her e is that of a 

conservative country estate. Scattered throughout the gardens are nicely furnished pink-

5 sided cottages, some of which ar e nearly 300 y ears old and much-r estored, others of 

which are relatively recent. All of the cottages (a fe w of which were once private homes) 

are conservatively furnished—nothing too ostentatious, nothing too flashy—and come 

with sun-and-breakfast terraces, generally with unobstr ucted views of the bay and gar-

ONIES dens. A cottage can comfor tably house four. The less expensiv e units hav e land rather 

 

OL than ocean vistas, and balconies and terraces which in some cases ar e a bit too close to   C  immediate neighbors.  GE  Dining is in the ex cellent and v ery pricey  Tamarisk D ining R oom  (p . 128), or  TA  T  beneath the covered veranda of Breezes, attractively positioned beside one of the r esort’s  O  C  five beaches, where barbecues are sometimes held.  There’s also an informal lounge, the 

Port O’ Call P ub, whose dar k beams and r oughly textured plasterwork evoke a 17th-

century inn some where in the U.K. Liv e entertainment is pr esented frequently during 

the high season. Relatively new on the agenda of this resort is a rotating series of lecturers 

offering insight into relationship building, sexual healing, and advice on how to enrich a 

sense of intimacy, either with your significant other or with the world at large.  Within a 

self-contained building on the property is the small but well-equipped Ocean Spa, which 

has developed a roaring business with long-term island residents.

30 Kings Point Rd., Sandys Parish MA 02, Bermuda. & 800/468-7300 in the U .S., or 441/234-0331. F ax 

441/234-3352. w ww.cambridgebeaches.com. 94 units . M id-Apr to mid- Oct $560–$845 double; $885–

$1,945 suites. Mid-Oct to mid-Apr, $395–$730 double; $665–$1,625 suites. Rates include MAP and after-

noon tea. AE, MC, V. Bus: 7 or 8. Amenities: 3 restaurants; 3 bars; babysitting; health club & spa; mopeds; 

2 pools (one indoor , one outdoor); room service; 3 tennis courts (1 lit); wat ersports equipment/rentals; 

Wi-Fi (free in lobby). In room: A/C, TV, fridge, hair dryer.

Paget Parish 113

Newstead B elmont Hills G olf Resor t & Spa        Early in 2008, one of B er-

muda’s most visible r eal-estate developments interconnected two separate plots of land 

within Paget Parish. It involved a “marriage” between a once-lackluster, since-demolished 

hotel, known since the 1950s as N ewstead, and one of the island ’s most appealing golf 

courses, Belmont Hills. In April of 2008, the resulting entity was inaugurated with fan-

fare. None of these complicated deals came as a surprise: The Belmont Hills Golf Course had been up and r unning since 2005, boasting a par of 70 and a lay out that had been 

radically reconfigured and upgraded several years previously.

With the exception of four pre-existing cottages, the entire Newstead hotel was demol-

ished to make r oom for a ne w entity. That newcomer now rises in a four-stor y rather avant-garde design which includes open-to-the-br eeze-on-one-side corridors, a color 

scheme of moss gr een and putty, lots of exposed limestone, and ample use of an ex otic 

Brazilian hardwood (jatoba) for the interior louv ers, doors, and trim. Each of the units 

is posh, postmodern, boutiquey, and stylish, in a high-style urban-hip way that’s actually rather unusual in understated and conser vative Bermuda. Some observers likened this 

new resort to a miniature and vastly more intimate version of the Fairmont Southamp-

ton, which is also dependent for par t of its allure on its golf course.

Don’t expect a conventional hotel. Investors buy a one-sixth (“fractional”) interest in one 

of the resort’s available accommodations, in return for which they’re granted access to that 

unit for 8 weeks per year. Those weeks are scattered strategically on a rotating basis through- WHERE

out the year (2 weeks per season). Whenever the investors don’t want access to their units,  

 

studios, 1-bedroom, and 2-bedroom units. These lie within a low-rise compound of build- O ST  ings close to the sea, but within a 10-minute driv e of the golf course.  the resort’s management will rent them out to short-term renters. Hotel guests can opt for   T

This resort contains a full-service spa, a gym, a pool, a w ell-recommended restaurant  A

Y

(the Beau Rivage) and bar, and water taxi service that makes several runs a day across the 

Sound to the commercial center of Hamilton. 5

 

27 Harbour Rd ., Paget Parish PG 02, Bermuda. & 441/236-6060; fax 441/236-2296. w ww.newstead C  belmonthills.com. 60 units . M id-Apr t o mid-No v studio f or t wo $525; 1-bedr oom unit f or t wo $695; OT  2-bedroom unit for four $995. Off-season studio for two $395; 1-bedroom for two $500; 2-bedroom for TA  four $695. R ates include br eakfast. AE, DC, MC,  V.  Amenities:  2 r estaurants; bar; exercise room; spa; 2 GE  tennis courts (lit).  In room:  A/C, TV, CD player, hair dryer, Wi-Fi (free). COL  Smith’s ParishONIES  Pink Beach Club & Cottages   Solid, deeply entrenched, and staunchly com-

mitted to pr eserving a way of life that might be fast disappearing, P ink Beach remains 

proudly defiant to the changes that have swept through many of Bermuda’s other cottage 

colonies. Far removed from the congestion of Hamilton, it’s the largest cottage colony on 

Bermuda, attracting an affluent cr owd that’s about 10% B ritish and about 90% U.S.-

derived. M ost of them enjo y their B ermuda holidays unr uffled, uncomplicated, and 

pretty much tailor ed to the image of a genteel B ermuda “the way it used to be. ” Two pretty beaches (P ink Beach and  West Beach) flank this complex of pink-sided, white-

roofed cottages, and bay grape tr ees and hibiscus bushes grace its 6.5-hectar e (16-acre) 

oceanfront setting.  The staff, among the best on the island, includes people who hav e 

been with Pink Beach, in some cases, for decades. Some of them are relatives of the staff that was on hand her e on the day it was founded, in 1947. M ajor improvements, com-

pleted after Hurricane Fabian in 2003, make this hotel sparkle. Today, accommodations 

are among the largest in B ermuda, and are configured as either a junior suite or a suite. 
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Kids F amily-Friendly Accommodations

 

Elbow Beach Hotel (p. 104)  Children stay free in their par ent’s room at this hotel, one of the finest full-ser vice resorts on the island . Your best bet is the 

“Family  Value P ackage,” which includes ac commodations, transf ers, daily  

breakfast buffet, and a host of ac tivities and extras; inquire about it when y ou book.

The Fairmont Southampton (p. 101)  This giant resort offers the best chil-dren’s pr ogram on the island , including par ties and r eliable bab ysitting. 

Children 18 and under sta y free in a r oom with one or t wo adults.

Grotto Ba y B each Resor t (p . 108)  A longtime family fa vorite, this hot el features a heavily discounted “Family Special” for two adults and t wo children 

15 and under spending at least 4 nights .

Rosemont (p. 119)  Rosemont caters to families, and each of its units contains a kitchen. Some rooms can be joined together to accommodate larger broods. 

Babysitting can be arranged .

Royal Palms Hotel (p. 120)  Although it can ’t compete with the big r esorts in facilities, this longtime family fa vorite extends a cordial welcome. It’s within 

Y                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    walking distance of the Cit y of Hamilt on, so families can sa ve on transpor ta-A

 ST                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    tion. There’s a freshwater pool, but the beach is a 10-minut e ride or 30-minute 

O                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    walk away. T

Sandpiper A partments (p . 118)  Families look ing f or a moderat ely pric ed vacation might check in her e. S ome units ha ve living/dining ar eas with t wo 

WHERE                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    double pullout sofa beds . Each unit has a k itchen where M om and Dad can 

 

5        prepare simple meals to cut down on the high c ost of dining out in Bermuda.

Willowbank (p . 116)  The client ele is mor e chur ch- and r eligion-oriented than vir tually an y other hot el in Bermuda, but who ’s t o sa y that that w on’t 

do the young f olks some good? The venue is safe and solid, and many families 

ONIES                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    consider the emphasis on Bible study beneficial t o their stabilit y as a family .

OL

 C

GE

 

TA All units have a generously proportioned bedroom/sitting area, a fully equipped kitchen,  T  O  a decent-size bathroom, a patio, and an outdoor terrace or v eranda. The most luxurious  C  accommodations include a quartet of oceanfront suites. These are ideal for families seek-

ing spacious accommodations. Management remains faithful to an age-old policy of not 

furnishing any of its units with a television, although one r eceiving only the thr ee local 

Bermuda stations can be brought in for a supplemental fee of $50 a w eek.

The heart of the colony is the limestone clubhouse, with a dining r oom that reflects 

the service rituals and priorities of the B ermuda of many years ago. At least 85% of the 

clientele here opts for the MAP plan. Vegetables, many of them grown nearby, and fresh 

seafood go into the international cuisine. E very table provides a view of the ocean, and 

occasionally of a celebrity diner on discreet getaway from the madding crowds. The food 

is nicely prepared, and served indoors, except during clement weather (in which case an 

additional outdoor dining terrace is av ailable, cr eating a second r estaurant with an 

entirely separate set of menus). If you request your breakfast the night before, a maid will 

serve you on your private terrace. An access car d to the facilities, including  Wi-Fi, costs 115 $40 per day.

116 S outh Shor e Rd .,  Tucker’s  Town, Smith ’s P arish (P.O. Bo x HM 1017), Hamilt on HM D X, Bermuda. 

& 800/355-6161 in the U.S. and Canada, or 441/293-1666. Fax 441/293-8935. www.pinkbeach.com. 94 

units. Summer $530–$955 double. Off season $445–$635 double. Rates include MAP (breakfast and din-

ner). AE, MC,  V. Bus: 1. Amenities: 2 r estaurants; bar; babysitting; concierge; access to 2 golf c ourses; 

health club & spa; 2 tennis courts (lit); watersports equipment/rentals. In room: A/C, hair dryer, Wi-Fi (free 

with access card).

 

St. George’s Parish

St. G eorge’s Club A bit less stuffy than the cottage colonies listed abo ve, this 

resort encompasses 7 hectares (17 acres) atop Rose Hill (off York St.). It features clusters 

of traditionally designed Bermudian one- and two-bedroom cottages. For a family or for 

two or three couples traveling together and sharing a cottage, the price is r easonable. A 

shuttle bus takes guests to the beach club at A chilles Bay, about a 2-minute ride away , where the beach is sandy with some r ocky outcroppings. The Atlantic waters ar e a bit 

turbulent in autumn and spring, but they calm during the summer . The complex func-

tions primarily as a timeshar e property; units are rented to the public when the o wners 

are not using them. Cottages hav e private balconies or patios, comfor table living and dining areas, fully equipped kitchens, and bathr ooms with sunken tubs (and sho wers) 

 

and marble vanities. Views are of the ocean, the pool, or the golf course. WHERE  The colony’s elegant restaurant,  Griffin’s  (p. 156), is open to the public, and is among 

the finest dining rooms in the area. Blackbeard’s Hideout is also popular.

 

www.stgeorgesclub.com. 71 units. Summer $376 1-bedr oom cottage, $476 2-bedroom cottage; winter  O ST  6 Rose H ill (P.O. Box GE 92), St. Geor ge’s Parish GE BX, Bermuda. & 441/297-1200. Fax 441/297-8003.   T

restaurants; 2 bars; bab ysitting; 18-hole golf c ourse; 3 pools (out door); mopeds; 3 t ennis courts (2 lit);  A  $180 1-bedroom cottage, $226 2-bedr oom cottage. AE, DC, MC,  V. Bus: 1, 3, 6, 10, or 11. Amenities: 2 

Y

watersports equipment/rentals. In room: A/C, TV, TV/DVD; kitchenette or kitchen; Wi-Fi (in some; free).

 

MODERATE 5

 

Sandys Parish CO  9 Beaches   This is B ermuda’s most casual getaway , appealing to y ounger, 20-some-TTA  thing adults; it ’s far fr om luxurious and may seem a bit spar tan for some visitors.  The GE  most expensive of the accommodations ar e perched on stilts sunk into the seabed in  C  shallow offshore waters, with P lexiglas panels fitted into their floorboar ds for a vie w of OL

the waves lapping beneath. Those more expensive units are interconnected via a series of  ONIES

bridges to the B ermudian “mainland.” Less expensiv e units ar e built on r ocky terrain 

adjacent to the sea, on decks with conv entional foundations.  What’s not conv entional 

about the place is the fact that walls ar e crafted from a durable v ariety of sailcloth, and 

stretched over aluminum trusses which fare remarkably well, we’re told, during storms. 

These unusual building techniques, coupled with a sincere effort on the part of manage-

ment to recycle re-useable substances, has earned this place a reputation for eco-sensitiv-

ity. Built on part of what functioned during the Cold War as a Canadian naval base, the 

resort sprawls over 7.3 waterfront hectares (18 acres). True to its name, the r esort opens 

onto nine beaches, some of which disappear completely at high tide.

Picnic tables, chaise longues, benches, and hammocks are spread around the property, 

and aquatic options include Hobie catamarans and sea kayaks. The cabanas, with ocean 

vistas, have ample windows and double doors opening onto verandas. Each offers a small 

bathroom with shower (no tub). Telephone connections to the rest of Bermuda and the world derive from a cellphone assigned to y ou at check-in. ( There are no har d-wired 116 phones within any of the units.) F urnishings are what y ou might hav e expected in a 

dormitory room from your college years in the ’70s: A futon sofa that doubles as a place 

to sleep, a table, and two chairs. Dining options include two separate restaurants, the Hi 

Tide and the Dark ’n Stormy, both serving conventional platters as well as tapas. In lieu 

of room service, sandwiches and snacks ar e sold out of r olling carts which evoke coffee 

carriages aboard Amtrak trains.

4 Daniel’s Head Lane, Sandys Parish MA 238, Bermuda. & 866/841-9009 in the U.S., or 441/232-6655 or 

441/239-2999. www.9Beaches.com. 84 units. May–Aug $280–$570 doubles; off season $205–$470. Rates 

include continental breakfast. AE, MC,  V. Bus: 7 or 8. Amenities: 2 restaurants; bar; babysitting; bikes & 

scooters; pool (outdoor); tennis court (lit); Wi-Fi (free in main building). In room: A/C, hair dryer.

Willowbank Hotel & C onference C entre Kids  This r esort will definitely not 

appeal to ev eryone (and some, it might deeply upset) but for those who appr eciate a 

religious context to their holidays, it might be just the thing. Established in 1960 b y a 

consortium of church-going Bermudian businessmen, it’s the only Bible-based resort on 

the island. As such, its confer ence facilities ar e the pr emier venue in B ermuda for ecu-

menical gatherings too large to fit into any individual chur ch, and it’s a frequent site of 

religious retreats. It discourages alcohol fr om being ser ved on its pr emises, and it con-

sciously, deliberately, and fr equently mixes interdenominational Christian gospel with 

faith-fortifying entertainment and gr oup prayer. There’s a daily 45-minute B ible study, 

and throughout the premises, the Christian faithful will hav e opportunities to bear wit-

Y ness on issues r elated to their faith.  The actual degree of brimstone associated with the  A

 ST daily sermons and prayers varies according to the individual “pastor in residence” on the 

 

O week of your arrival. (On loan from churches throughout North America and the  West   T  Indies, they change weekly.)

Accommodations within this r esort resemble the clean, decent, modern, and some-

WHERE what anonymous lodgings y ou might expect within a decent motel in F lorida. New 

lodgings were added in 2007. P ublic areas are inspired by simple seafaring days of B er-

5 muda’s early 20th century, and bear names that include “ The Loaves and Fishes Dining 

Room.” And probably because of the faith-based context maintained within this r esort, 

it boasts one of the highest rates of r eturn guests in Bermuda.

ONIES 126 Somerset Rd., Sandys Parish MA 06 Bermuda. & 800/752-8493 (toll-free from the U.S.) or 800/463-

8444 (toll-free from Canada), or 441/234-1616. F ax 441/234-3373. w ww.willowbank.bm. 75 units . Apr–

OL Nov $194–$259 double; Dec-Mar $186–$204 double. Rates include breakfast, afternoon tea, and dinner.   C

GE Additional adult sharing a room for two pays supplement of $112 extra; extra children under 17 sharing 

TA a room pay a supplement of $25–$44, depending on their age . MC,  V. Amenities: Restaurant; c offee 

T                                                                                                                                                                                              shop. In room: A/C, fridge, hair dryer, Internet (free). O

C                                                                                                                                                                                              Hamilton Parish

Clear View Suites & Villas  Adjacent to a grassy, rock-strewn patch of seafront, Clear 

View offers units that feature kitchenettes and a good deal of privacy. Midway between the 

City of Hamilton and St. George, it’s a cluster of one- and two-stor y pink concrete build-

ings erected during the 1970s. Each holds two to six units decorated with pastel upholstery, 

tiled surfaces, and big windows. Units with sea views are more expensive.

The centerpiece of the r esort is a white-sided farmhouse that holds the r estaurant, 

Landfall (p. 153), which offers Bermudian cuisine, and a bar. You can swim in the ocean, 

but there’s no beach—most guests head 1.5km (1 mile) w est to the sands of S helly Bay 

Beach. A small art gallery displays the works of local painters. Residents are welcome to 

drop into the on-site wor king studio of O tto Trout, a widely r enowned local painter , 

whose work has been featured in the Bermuda Masterworks Museum.

Sandy Lane, Hamilton Parish CR 02, Bermuda. & 441/293-0484. Fax 441/293-0267. w ww.experience 117

bermuda.com/lodging/details.html?id=6. 30 units . Summer $182–$210 double; off season $150–$170. 

MAP (breakfast and dinner) $55 per person. AE, DC, MC,  V. Bus: 10 or 11. Amenities: Restaurant; bar ; 

mopeds; 2 pools (outdoor); tennis court. In room: A/C, TV, hair dryer, Internet (free), kitchenette.

 

4  HOUSEKEEPING UNITS

 

Housekeeping apar tments, B ermuda’s efficiency units, v ary fr om modest to superior . 

Most have kitchens or kitchenettes and provide minimal daily maid service. Housekeep-

ing cottages, which are air-conditioned and have fully equipped kitchens or kitchenettes, 

offer privacy and casual living on or close to a beach.

 

EXPENSIVE

Warwick Parish

Surf Side Beach Club This club occupies a steeply sloping hillside that descends through gardens to the sea.  There are many things to r ecommend about this place, but 

if immediate access to a pristine strip of sand is impor tant to you, you’d be wise to look 

elsewhere. Flowering trees and panoramic walkways adorn the terraced pr operty. From 

lookout points in the garden, visitors can see grouper and other fish swimming near the 

rocks of the shallow sea. WHERE

Accommodations consist of 1-bedr oom apartments near the terrace pool, and other 

 

bright colors with comfortable accessories. Each has a fully equipped kitchen (including   TO  English china, wineglasses, and even salt and pepper shakers). This is a pet-friendly facil- lodgings in hillside buildings. The self-contained units are simple and sunny, outfitted in 

 ST

ity. A local gr ocery accepts phone or ders and will deliv er to your unit, with no deliv ery  AY

charge for orders over $20. The apartments also hav e private balconies or patios; some 

have sitting rooms as well. The restaurant and bar, Palms (p. 137), offers American and 

international cuisine; the menu changes daily. 5

90 South Shore Rd. (P.O. Box WK 101), Warwick Parish WK BX, Bermuda. & 800/553-9990 in the U.S., or  HOUSEKEEPING

441/236-7100. Fax 441/236-9765. w ww.surfsidebermuda.com. 43 units , 10 with sho wer only. Summer 

$456 double, from $511 suite; off season $319 double, from $366 suite. Rates include breakfast and din-

ner. AE, MC,  V. Amenities: Restaurant; bar ; bab ysitting; pool (out door); r oom ser vice; small spa with 

sauna; Wi-Fi (free in office). In room: A/C, TV, hair dryer, kitchen.

 

Paget Parish  UNIT  Fourways Inn  This posh little place feels like a secr et hideaway. Pink-sided, airy, 

 

and stylish, the Bermudian cottages occupy well-maintained gardens. The sands of Elbow  S  Beach and Mermaid Beach lie within a 15-minute walk or 5-minute scooter ride.  The 

main building is a former priv ate home dating fr om 1727. Each of the two-bedr oom 

cottages was r enovated in 2007, and contains conser vatively comfor table furnitur e. 

There’s a medium-size grocery store across the road, but the kitchenettes are better suited 

for sandwich and snack preparation than for making a feast. There’s also a well-regarded 

restaurant on-site.

1 Middle Rd. (P.O. Box PG 294), Paget Parish PG BX, Bermuda. & 800/962-7654 in the U.S. and Canada, 

or 441/236-6517. F ax 441/236-5528. w ww.fourwaysinn.com. 10 units within 5 c ottages. Apr–Oct $245 

double, $325 suite, $525 2-bedroom unit; off season $195 double, $275 suite, $455 2-bedroom unit. Extra 

person $40. Rates include continental breakfast; MAP (breakfast and dinner) $54 per person. AE, MC,  V. 

Bus: 8. Amenities: Restaurant; bar; pool (outdoor); room service. In room: A/C, TV, fridge, hair dryer, Wi-Fi 

(free).

118

Your Own Private Villa

Bermuda Accommodations (& 416/232-2243; fax 416/237-9138; www.bermuda

rentals.com) offers more than 55 privately owned cottages, apartments, and vil-las for rent in Bermuda, at prices beginning at $50 per person per day. Many rent-

als for two guests range from $100 to $150 daily for a well-equipped and fully 

furnished unit, although a few can go as high as up t o twice that amount. Regardless of the price, each has a private garden entrance, kitchen, and bath-

room (many with shower), and many accommodations also have pools on-site as 

well as easy access to the ocean. The homes are owned by Bermudians for the 

most part, and are rented when they are not occupied by the owners. If you call, Fiona T. Campbell will answer all your questions.

 

MODERATE

Southampton Parish

Grape Bay Cottages  Small-scale and folksy, this “resort” consists of two cozy salt-

box-style cottages directly beside the sea. Each has comfor tably unpretentious furniture 

and lots of r eminders of B ermuda’s maritime traditions, as w ell as a simple bathr oom 

 

Y containing a tub/sho wer combination, a fully equipped kitchen, a wide fr ont veranda,  A  and family-friendly ambience. M aid ser vice is pr ovided for the bedr ooms and living   ST  O  rooms (but not for the kitchens) M onday through Saturday. The venue, which is often   T  booked 6 months in advance, is about as laissez-faire as you’re likely to find anywhere in 

Bermuda, but it’s usually well suited to the many clients who prefer self-catered holidays 

WHERE                                                                                                                                                                                              in a simple cottage by the beach.

Grape Ba y Dr., off M iddle Rd ., S outhampton P arish (P.O. Bo x HM 1851), Hamilt on HM HX, Bermuda. 

 

5    & 800/637-4116 in the U.S., or 441/236-2515. Fax 441/236-1662. Two 2-bedroom units. Apr–Oct $325 1–4 persons; No v–Mar $250 1–4 persons . Extra person $35 y ear-round. No cr edit cards. Bus: 7 or 8. In 

S                                                                                                                                                                                              room: A/C, TV, kitchen.

 

 UNIT                                                                                                                                                                                              Warwick Parish

Sandpiper Apartments Kids  Built in 1979 and frequently upgraded, most recently 

in 2007, this apartment complex is a bargain, attracting self-sufficient families who pr e-

fer the spacious accommodations and pr eparing some of their o wn meals—helpful in 

cutting down on the pricey r estaurant bills in B ermuda. Nine units are studios for one 

or two people, with two double beds, a small tiled bathroom, and a fully equipped kitch-HOUSEKEEPING enette that’s sufficient for simple meals. Five units contain a bedroom (with king-size or 

twin beds), a kitchen, and a living/dining area with two double pullout sofa beds. Every 

apartment has a balcony, and there’s daily maid ser vice. The Sandpiper is minutes away 

from restaurants and the supermar ket. The closest beach is 457m (1,500 ft.) away , and 

the property has gardens for lounging.

South Shore Rd., Warwick Parish (P.O. Box HM 685), Hamilt on HM CX, Bermuda. & 441/236-7093. Fax 

441/236-3898. www.sandpiperbda.com. 14 units. Apr–Oct $155 double, $195 suite for 3 or 4; off season 

$115 double, $160 suite for 3 or 4. Children 11 and under stay free in parent’s room; for children 12 and 

older, add $20 per child. AE, MC, V. Bus: 7. Amenities: Babysitting; Jacuzzi; pool (outdoor); Wi-Fi (free by 

pool). In room: A/C, TV, hair dryer, kitchenette, minibar.

Watercolours     Finds  England-born entr epreneur Car ole H olding—owner of the  

Carole Holding Studios (see p. 211) gift shops—rents two of the most charming bedrooms 

on record within her priv ate home.  They lie within an unconv entional and extraor dinary 119

house: Built to her specifications in 1996, it occupies land once dev oted to a boatbuilding  

yard directly at waterside on the channel leading in and out of H amilton’s harbor. From the 

sliding glass doors of each of the rentable bedrooms, you’ll have views of ocean traffic which, 

depending on the light, can be startling and almost mystical. The house was designed in ways 

that allow guests to have virtually the entire ground floor of the building to themselves. Long-

time Bermuda experts Bill and Bonnie Nalwasky, of Staten Island, New York, define the place 

as better, more appealing, and more cost-effective than most hotels. Throughout, the place is 

gracious, immaculate, and outfitted in color schemes of coral and white. B reakfasts are more 

stylish than you might have imagined, and Car ole, a gracious hostess with str ong points of  

view about what’s good and what’s not in Bermuda, is on hand for advice about nearb y din-

ing. The pier wher e you can climb aboar d one of the fast ferries sluicing into do wntown 

Hamilton lies within a 3-minute walk from this guesthouse.

75 Harbour Rd., Warwick Parish PG 01, Bermuda. & 441/535-4001 (cell) or 441/236-6002. www.bermuda

getaway.com/indexWC.htm. 2 units . Apr–Oct $250–$275 double; No v–Mar $195 double . Rates include 

breakfast. AE, DC, MC, V. Three nights minimum stay required. Amenities: Wi-Fi (free). In room: A/C, hair 

dryer.

 

Pembroke Parish (City of Hamilton)

Robin’s Nest  Consider Robin’s Nest if y ou’d like a snug and utterly unpr etentious 

little apartment in a sleepy family-managed compound in a residential neighborhood. It  WHERE

consists of sev eral buildings, scatter ed amid a small but w ell-maintained garden that’s 

supervised by Milt and Renée Robinson. Units are spacious and have a summery-looking 

 

decor that includes lots of wicker . Each unit contains a fully equipped kitchen and a   TO  bathroom with a tub/sho wer combination.  The most desirable r ooms her e ar e eight  ST  studios added in 2008 o verlooking the swimming pool. Each unit is equipped for full AY  housekeeping, with an excellent modern kitchen, and each comes with a private balcony 

opening onto a vie w. Hibachis are available in case y ou want to expand y our cooking 

facilities into the great outdoors. Two coves, suitable for swimming, lie within a 10-min- 5

ute walk of the compound. HOUSEKEEPING

10 Vale Close, Nor th Shore, Pembroke Parish HM 04 Bermuda. & 441/292-4347. Fax 441/292-4347. 

www.robinsnestbda.com. 12 units. $150 double; $200 triple . Children 11 and under $10 each. No cr edit 

cards. Bus: 4. Amenities: Pool (outdoor). In room: A/C, TV, fridge, hair dryer.

Rosemont    Kids  Not to be confused with the mor e comfortable and more expen-

 

sive Rosedon Hotel which is located nearb y, Rosemont is a cluster of gray-walled cot-  UNIT  tages, each with a large veranda, on a flowered hillside near the Hamilton Princess. Two 

 

of the cottages ar e former private homes, built in the 1940s; the r est are more modern  S  structures constructed within the past 2 decades.  The harbor is visible fr om the raised 

terrace. B usiness trav elers, “subdued” families, and older couples fr equent R osemont, 

attracted by its peace and tranquillity . There is a policy her e to “keep it quiet, ” so the 

hotel usually doesn’t accept college students or large gr oups.

Rooms are well-furnished, though we find some a little on the dar k side. As many as 

three rooms can be joined together to accommodate families.  The hotel also has thr ee 

suites with private entrances and better furnishings. Each room comes with a kitchen and 

a small but neat private tiled bathroom.

There’s no restaurant on the premises; everybody cooks in. A grocery store is close by, 

downtown City of H amilton is 10 minutes away , and E lbow B each is a 15-minute 

scooter or taxi ride away . Management presents a complimentar y buffet of coffee and muffins every morning.

120 41 Rosemont Ave. (P.O. Box HM 37), Cit y of Hamilton, Pembroke Parish HM AX, Bermuda. & 800/367-

0040 in the U .S., 800/267-0040 in C anada, or 441/292-1055. F ax 441/295-3913. w ww.rosemont.bm. 47 

units. Apr–Nov $277–$318 double; Dec–M ar $250–$282 double . For children 2–12, add $20 per child . 

Rates do not include ser vice and tax es. AE, MC,  V. Amenities: Babysitting; pool (out door); mopeds. In 

room: A/C, TV, fridge, hair dryer, Wi-Fi (free).

 

5  GUESTHOUSES

 

Bermuda’s guesthouses ar e usually comfor table, old, conv erted manor houses in gar den 

settings. Some have pools and terraces. The smaller ones are much more casual. They offer 

fewer facilities than other types of accommodations and ar e often outfitted with simple,  

lived-in furniture. Most guesthouses serve breakfast only. Those accommodating fewer than 

12 guests are usually private homes. Some have housekeeping units, and others offer shared 

kitchen facilities for guests to pr epare snacks.  The vast majority of guesthouse hosts will  

happily arrange for bicycling, golf, tennis, watersports, or any other activity that y ou may 

want to participate in but that the guesthouse does not dir ectly offer.

 

EXPENSIVE

Pembroke Parish (City of Hamilton)

Royal Palms Hotel     Kids  Just a 5-minute walk fr om the City of H amilton, the 

Y Royal Palms is one of the most sought-after small hotels on the island, thanks to the care  A

 ST and restoration work of owners (and siblings) Richard Smith and Susan Weare and their 

O polite, hardworking staff. Built in 1903, and transformed into a hotel in the late 1940s,   T

it’s a fine example of B ermudian architecture, with coral-colored walls, white shutters, a 

white roof, and a wraparound front porch with rocking chairs and armchairs. The closest 

WHERE                                                                                                                                                                                              beach is Elbow Beach, a 10-minute taxi or scooter ride or a 30-minute walk away .

The guest r ooms were once the living r ooms, parlors, and bedr ooms of the grand 

5 private house. All ar e spacious, sunny , and comfor tably furnished, with rich fabrics 

throughout. Most units hav e high ceilings and tall windo ws, and each comes with a 

small, well-maintained private bathroom. In the mid-1990s, the me ws house associated 

with this place was radically upgraded into some of the most charming minisuites in the 

hotel. It’s connected via a brick-pav ed walkway and a formal cour tyard with a fountain 

to the original (main) house.  This guesthouse is an ex cellent choice for budget-minded 

GUESTHOUSES families traveling together. Family travelers generally request one of the units that come 

with kitchen facilities.

Cozy public areas include Ascots restaurant (p. 139).

24 Rosemont Ave. (P.O. Box HM 499), City of Hamilton, Pembroke Parish HM CX, Bermuda. & 800/678-

0783 in the U.S., or 441/292-1854. Fax 441/292-1946. www.royalpalms.bm. 32 units. Apr–Nov $282–$323 

double; $327–$394 suite. Off season $254–$291 double, $312–$355 suite. Extra person $40. Children 15 

and under $25; children 2 and under sta y free in parent’s room. Rates include continental breakfast. AE, 

MC, V. Amenities: Restaurant; bar; babysitting; pool (outdoor); Wi-Fi (free in lobby). In room: A/C, TV, hair 

dryer, kitchen (in suites).

 

MODERATE

Paget Parish

Dawkins Manor  In a sleepy residential neighborhood, a 5-minute walk from Elbow 

Beach, this inn offers simple, unpr etentious accommodations. O riginally built in the 

1930s, it has expanded massiv ely since Jamaican-born Celia Dawkins bought the place 

in the early 1990s.  Visiting lectur ers conducting classes at nearb y B ermuda College sometimes stay her e. Even the simplest r ooms contain micr owaves and coffeemakers; 121

more elaborate ones contain kitchens that ar e bigger than those in lots of other r ental 

properties, suitable for bona fide cooking. A gr ocery store is nearby.

29 St. Michael’s Rd. (P.O. Box PG 34), Paget Parish PG BX, Bermuda. & 441/236-7419. Fax 441/236-7088. 

www.bermuda-charm.com. 8 units. Summer $210 double with no kitchenette, $295 2-bedroom suite for 

two with k itchenette, $440 2-bedroom suite for four with k itchenette; off season $145 double with no 

kitchenette, $165 1-bedroom suite for two with kitchenette, $290 2-bedroom suite for four with kitchen-

ette; extra person $50 in an y season. No cr edit cards. Bus: 7. Amenities: Babysitting; bikes; pool (out-

door). In room: A/C, TV, fridge, hair dryer, Internet (free), kitchenette (in some).

 

Pembroke Parish (City of Hamilton)

Edgehill Manor Guest House  Just outside the city limits and a 15-minute walk 

from the nearest beach, Edgehill Manor is in a quiet residential area that’s convenient to 

the City of H amilton’s restaurants and shopping. I t was built ar ound the time of the 

American Civil War, exudes an old-fashioned, homey quality, and attracts a rather mid-

dle-age clientele. B ritish-born pr oprietor B ridget M arshall ser ves E nglish tea in the 

afternoon. Although each unit has its o wn style, all hav e small balconies or patios and 

come with small tiled bathrooms The continental breakfast, Ms. Marshall is proud to say, 

is “all home baked.”

Rosemont Ave. (P.O. Box HM 1048), Cit y of Hamilt on, Pembroke Parish HM EX, Bermuda. & 441/295-

7124. Fax 441/295-3850. w ww.bermuda.com/edgehill. 14 units. Apr–Dec 1 $230–$240 double; off sea-

son $202–$220 double. Extra person $28–$36. Rates include continental breakfast. AE, DC, MC, V. Bus: 7  WHERE

or 8. Amenities: Babysitting; pool (outdoor); room service. In room: A/C, TV, fridge, Internet (free).

 

The O xford House The Oxfor d H ouse is one of the best and most centrally   TO  located guesthouses in the City of H amilton, about a 10-minute scooter ride or a  ST  30-minute walk from Elbow Beach. The only property in Bermuda constructed specifi-AY  cally as a guesthouse, it r eeks of a spiffy sense of B ritishness thanks to its  Welsh-born 

owner, Ann Smith.

The guesthouse was built in 1938 by a doctor and his French wife, who requested that  5

some of the ar chitectural features follow French designs. D oric columns, corner mul- GUESTHOUSES

lions, and urn-shaped balustrades flank the entrance por tico. Inside, a cur ved stairwell 

sweeps up to spacious, w ell-furnished guest rooms, each named after one of B ermuda’s 

parishes. They have high ceilings and dr essing areas. At least half of them w ere recently 

renovated. There’s also a sunny upstairs sitting room. Breakfast might include a fresh fruit 

salad made with oranges and grapefruit grown in the yard.

20 Woodbourne Ave. (P.O. Box HM 374), Cit y of Hamilt on, Pembroke Parish HM BX, Bermuda. & 800/

548-7758 in the U.S., or 441/295-0503. Fax 441/295-0250. www.oxfordhouse.bm. 12 units. Mar 16–Nov 

$235 double, $300 triple, $324 quad; off season $214 double, $249 triple, $324 quad. Rates include con-

tinental breakfast. AE, MC, V. In room: A/C, TV, hair dryer, Wi-Fi (free).

 

INEXPENSIVE

Southampton Parish

Greene’s Guest House  From the outside, this 70-y ear-old guesthouse overlooking 

Great Sound is well maintained, cheerful, and unpretentious. A look on the inside reveals pleasant, conservatively furnished rooms that are more impressive than you might have 

guessed. A pair of lions on stone columns flanks the entry. The tables in the dining room 

are set with full formal dinner service throughout the day. Owner Jane Greene welcomes 

guests to use the spacious, w ell-furnished living r oom and the sun-washed terraces in back. Bedrooms are small to medium-sized, each comfortably furnished with a tidily kept 

compact private bathroom.

122 There’s a swimming pool in the back gar den, and  Whale Bay Beach lies 3 minutes 

away by bus or 10 minutes b y foot. Dinner is available in the dining r oom if requested 

in advance. Facing the sea is a cozy lounge where guests record their drinks on the honor 

system. The bus to and from the City of Hamilton stops in front of the house.

71 Middle Rd. (P.O. Box SN 395), Southampton Parish SN BX, Bermuda. & 441/238-0834. Fax 441/238-

8980. www.thegreenesguesthouse.com. 7 units. $150 double. Rates include full br eakfast. MC, V. Bus: 7 

or 8. Amenities: Internet (free in lobby); pool (outdoor). In room: A/C, TV, fridge, hair dryer.

 

Warwick Parish

Clairfont Apartments Value  It’s not on a beachfront but there are other reasons to 

recommend this well-run series of accommodations on the South Shore, and price is one 

of them. G uests meet fello w guests as they r elax around the pool.  You face a choice of 

studio units, a large r oom with a king-siz e bed and separate kitchen and living ar ea, or 

else a 1-bedr oom unit with a better equipped kitchen and mor e space with a king-siz e 

bed that can be split into twins.  Two extra guests can sleep in the living ar ea. This is 

basically a recommendation for self-service types. The location is a 5-minute walk fr om 

pink sand beaches and just a 3-minute walk to public transpor tation.

6 Warwickshire Rd ., S outh Shor e, Warwick Parish WK 02, Bermuda. & 441/238-3577. www.clairfont

apartments.bm/contact.html. 8 units. $150–$175 double; extra person $50. AE, MC, V. Bus: 8. Amenities:

Pool (outside). In room: A/C, DVD, kitchen, no phone.

 

Y                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          Finds Granaway Guest House & Cottage                  Granaway is a cliché of pink-walled, A whitewashed-roofed B ermudian charm, with guest r ooms and a gar den cottage.  The  ST O property opens onto views of Great Sound. T Once a stately water front home, the old cedar beams of the original house ar e still 

maintained, although modern conv eniences have been added. The bedrooms are hand-WHERE somely furnished and comfor table, each with a small priv ate bathr oom. Four of the 

rooms are in the main house, although the most r omantic retreat is the separate G ran-

 

5 away Cottage.  The former slav e quarters have been completely r efurbished with a full  kitchen, hand-painted Italian floor tiles, and a fir eplace. The most scenic way to r each 

the City of Hamilton is by taking a shor t walk to Harbour Road, where you can board 

one of the ferryboats. In fair weather, guests are served breakfast in the garden, by a pool 

surrounded by lush foliage.

Harbour Rd. (P.O. Box WK 533),  Warwick Parish, Bermuda. & 441/236-3747. Fax 441/236-3749. w ww.

granaway.com. 5 units. Summer $130–$180 double, $200–$280 double with k itchen in cottage; off sea-GUESTHOUSES son $100–$160 double , $150–$200 double with k itchen in c ottage. Ex tra person $25. R ates include 

continental breakfast (cottages excluded). MC,  V. Bus: 8. Amenities: Pool (outdoor). In room: A/C,  TV, 

fridge, no phone, Wi-Fi (free).

 

Paget Parish

Erith Guest House  This old Bermuda home has been lovingly renovated and turned 

into a B&B of charm and grace. O n the outskir ts of H amilton, it lies within walking 

distance of beaches, shops, and r estaurants. Guest rooms are midsize and ex ceedingly 

bright, fresh, and well maintained, the superior accommodations coming with a priv ate 

entrance, patio, and kitchenette. A pool and hot tub are found in the courtyard, adjacent 

to a tennis club.

15 Pomander Rd., Paget Parish PG 05, Bermuda. & 441/232-1827. www.erithguesthouse.com. 8 units . 

Summer $175–$195 double, $250 suite; off season $140–$155 double, $200 suite. Rates include a continen-

tal breakfast. AE, MC, V. Amenities: Internet ($10); pool (outdoor). In room: A/C, TV, fridge, no phone. Greenbank Guest House  This charming guesthouse stands at the water ’s edge in 123

Salt Kettle, just across the bay (a 10-minute ferr y ride) from the City of H amilton. It’s 

an old home (the oldest section dates from the 1700s), hidden under pine and palm trees, 

with shady lawns and flower gardens. The manager welcomes guests in an antiques-filled 

drawing room. The atmosphere is relaxed and the service is personal.

Greenbank offers accommodations with priv ate entrances and kitchens in waterside 

and garden-view cottages. Rooms vary in size and shape, but most ar e small, with small 

bathrooms, each with a sho wer unit. The furnishings are somewhat plain but comfor t-

able. The four units in the main house affor d less priv acy than the cottages. O n the premises is a private dock for swimming. The nearest beach is Elbow Beach, a 15-minute 

taxi or moped ride away, and one of the depar ture points for the fast ferr y to Hamilton 

is less than a minute’s walk away.

17 Salt Kettle Rd. (P.O. Box PG 201), Paget Parish PG BX, Bermuda. & 441/236-3615. Fax 441/236-2427. 

www.greenbankbermuda.com. 11 units. Summer $130–$185 double without k itchen; $300–$350 dou-

ble with kitchen. Winter $130–$165 double without k itchen; $170–$400 double with k itchen. Extra per-

son $25 y ear-round. AE, MC,  V. F erry fr om Hamilt on. Amenities: Wi-Fi (fr ee). In r oom: A/C, fridge , 

kitchen.

Salt Kettle House       Finds  Informal and secluded, with a discr eet kind of ele-

gance, this little charmer sits on a narrow peninsula jutting into Hamilton Harbour. You 

 

can swim in a co ve and watch ships going in and out of the harbor . The core of this  WHERE  guesthouse is a 200-y ear-old cottage that has been enlarged o ver the y ears. Over time, 

other cottages w ere built on the lot.  Today, the compound is a cheer ful architectural 

 

furnished; they ev oke a traditional B ermuda compound without the glitz of the r esort  O ST  hotels. Today, in addition to the main house, four waterside cottages each hav e sitting  hodgepodge that ’s popular with boaters. R ooms ar e generally small, but comfor tably   T

rooms, shaded patios, and kitchens.  The Starboard, the best cottage, can comfor tably  YA

accommodate four guests. G uests in the main house also hav e use of a fully equipped 

 

get frequent use by guests. The owner-manager is England-born Mrs. Hazel Lowe. GUESTHOUSES  10 Salt Kettle Rd., Paget Parish PG 01, Bermuda.  kitchen, and cottages hav e full kitchens. A duet of outdoor barbecue pits in the gar den  5

& 441/236-0407. Fax 441/236-8639. 11 units. Mar–Dec 

1 $75 double, $85 cottage for 2; Dec 2–Feb $130 double, $110 cottage for 2. Additional guests $45 per 

day. Rates include full breakfast. No credit cards. Hamilton ferry to Salt Kettle, then 3-min. walk. Ameni-

ties: Wi-Fi (free). In room: A/C, kitchen (cottages), no phone (pay phone on premises).




6     Where to Dine

 

Wahoo steak, shark hash, mussel is generally ex cellent—that is, when local 

pie, fish cho wder laced with r um and  fishers hav e caught something that day . 

sherry peppers, Hoppin’ John (black-eyed  Sometimes the waters ar e too r ough for 

peas and rice), and the succulent spiny  fishing. A lot of fish is impor ted fr ozen 

Bermuda lobster (called “ guinea chick ”)  from the United States; you may want to 

await y ou in B ermuda. O f course, y ou  ask befor e y ou or der. To find the dishes 

won’t find these dishes on all menus, as  that are truly worthy, you’ll have to pick 

many resorts and mainstr eam restaurants  and choose your way carefully through the 

specialize in a mor e Continental or inter-     menu—and that’s where we come in.

national cuisine. B ut for a tr ue taste of  Most r estaurants, at least the better 

Bermuda, search the menu for local grub. ones, prefer that men wear a jacket and tie 

Bermudian food has improved in recent  after 6pm; women usually w ear casual, 

years, but dining out is still not a major  chic clothing in the evening. Of course, as 

reason to visit the island. American and  most of the world dr esses more and more 

British dishes ar e common. Truly innova- casually, Bermuda’s dress codes hav e loos-

tive gourmet fare often isn’t—although the  ened up a bit—but this is still a mor e for-

prices might suggest y ou’re getting some- mal destination than many other islands. 

thing special. Dining in Bermuda is gener- It’s always wise to ask about required dress 

ally more expensive than it is in the United  when you’re reserving a table. D uring the 

States and Canada. B    ecause vir tually    day, no matter what the establishment, be 

everything except fish must be impor ted,  sure to w ear a co verup—don’t arriv e for 

restaurant prices ar e closer to those in        lunch sporting a bikini.

Europe. Because of the absence of inexpensiv e 

In general, it’s not a good idea to or der  transportation, many travelers on a budget 

meat very often; it’s flown in, and you can’t  eat dinner at their hotels. I f y ou like to 

be sur e ho w long it has been in storage.  dine ar ound and y ou’re concerned about 

Whenever possible, stick to local food; for  cost, find a hotel that offers a v ariety of 

a main course, that usually means fish.  dining options, or stay in or near the City 

The seafood, especially Bermuda rockfish,    of Hamilton.

 

BERMUDA’S BEST DINING BETS

You’ll find Bermuda’s best sushi at the Harbourfront Restaurant and Komodaru Sushi 

Lounge, in the basement of the B ermuda Underwater Exploration Institute (BUEI) on 

the outskirts of the City of Hamilton; the best Chinese and Thai at Chopsticks Restau-

rant in the City of H amilton; the best sandwiches at Paradiso C afe in the City of 

Hamilton; the best British pub grub at Hog Penny in the City of Hamilton; the best ice 

cream at Bailey’s Ice Cream & Food D’Lites Restaurant in Hamilton Parish; and the 

best pizza at Portofino in the City of H amilton. For a wide sampling of B ermuda sea-

food, go to the Bolero Brasserie, on Front Street in the City of Hamilton. Here you can 

enjoy the best of the day ’s catch, pr eceded by a bo wl of B ermuda fish cho wder. For a 

romantic dinner with touches of B ermuda histor y thrown in, head for Tom Moore’s 
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Tips  A Note on Reservations

Nearly all major restaurants prefer that you make a reservation; many popular 

places require that you do so as far in advanc e as possible. Weekends in summer can be especially crowded. Some repeat visitors make their reservations for the 

most popular spots before they leave home.

 

Tavern in Hamilton Parish, which was built as a priv ate home in 1652. I t once housed 

Thomas Moore, the Irish romantic poet, and a sense of tragic r omance still lingers in a refined setting with a classic French and Mediterranean menu.

WHERE

1  RESTAUR ANTS BY CUISINE

 

American  T

Blû       (Warwick Parish, $$$, p. 137)          Parish, $, p. 153)  DINE  Swizzle Inn Bailey’s Bay (Hamilton  O

Heritage Court (City of Hamilton, $$,       The Swizzle South Shore (Warwick 

p. 144)                                      Parish, $$, p. 137)

 

Palms Restaurant   (Warwick Parish,        White Horse Tavern (St. George’s          6 Parish, $$, p. 156) $$$, p. 137) REST

 

Asian                        British                        A L’Oriental   (City of Hamilton, $$, The Frog & Onion Pub (Sandys UR Parish, $, p. 132) p. 145)ANT Harbourfront Restaurant and Komo-Henry VIII (Southampton Parish, $$, S daru Sushi Lounge  (City of p. 135) B

Hamilton, $$$, p. 140) Y  Hog Penny (City of Hamilton, $,  CUISINE

Ocean Club   (Southampton Parish,          p. 148)

$$$, p. 134)                              Lighthouse Restaurant (Southampton 

 

Bermudian                   Somerset Country Squire Pub & Res-Parish, $, p. 136)

Blackbeard’s Hideout (St. George’s               taurant (Sandys Parish, $$,  p. 129)

Parish, $$, p. 154).                         Swizzle Inn Bailey’s Bay (Hamilton 

Black Horse Tavern       (St. George’s           Parish, $, p. 153)

Parish, $$, p. 154)

Heritage Court (City of Hamilton,        Caribbean

$$, p. 144)                                Coconuts   (Southampton Parish, 

Hog Penny (City of Hamilton, $,              $$$, p. 133)

p. 148)                                   Jamaican Grill (City of Hamilton, $, 

Landfall   (Hamilton Parish, $$,               p. 148)

p. 153)                                Chinese

 

Sapori   (Paget Parish, $$$, p. 138)            Hamilton, $, p. 146) East Meets West   (City of Hamilton, The Spot Restaurant (City of Hamil-$$, p. 143) ton, $, p. 150) North Rock Brewing Company   (Smith’s Parish, $$, p. 151)                 Chopsticks Restaurant   (City of 

Key to Abbreviations: $$$$ = Very Expensive  $$$ = Expensive  $$ = Moderate  $ = Inexpensive 126 Continental                   International

Bolero Brasserie   (City of Hamilton,        Blackbeard’s Hideout (St. George’s Par-

$$$, p. 139)                                ish, $$, p. 154).

Lemon Tree Café (City of Hamilton,         Black Horse Tavern       (St. George’s 

$, p. 148)                                     Parish, $$, p. 154)

Lighthouse Restaurant (Southampton  The Bermudiana/The Breakers   

Parish, $, p. 136)                              (Smith’s Parish, $$$, p. 150)

Little Venice   (City of Hamilton,           Café Gio (St. George’s Parish, $$, 

$$$, p. 142)                                p. 154)

Palm Court   (Hamilton Parish, $$,         Coconut Rock/Yashi (City of Hamil-

p. 153)                                      ton, $, p. 147)

Royston’s       (Southampton Parish,         Coconuts   (Southampton Parish, 

$$$, p. 134).                                 $$$, p. 133)

Tom Moore’s Tavern       (Hamilton        Flanagan’s Irish Pub & Restaurant 

Parish, $$$$, p. 151)                         (City of Hamilton, $$, p. 143)

 

6 DINE The George & Dragon (St. George’s  O  T  Deli/Light Bites  Parish, $$, p. 155)  Bailey’s Ice Cream & Food D’Lites  Green Lantern (City of Hamilton, $,  Restaurant (Hamilton Parish, $,  p. 147)  WHERE  p. 153)  North Rock Brewing Company    The Hickory Stick (City of Hamilton,  (Smith’s Parish, $$, p. 151)  $, p. 147)  The Ocean Grill & The Cedar Room  Paradiso Cafe (City of Hamilton, $,  (Southampton Parish, $$$, p. 134)  p. 149)  Palms Restaurant   (Warwick Parish, 

 

 CUISINE                                                                                                                                                                                              French                          $$$, p. 137) The Pickled Onion                 (City of Y Ascots   (City of Hamilton, $$$,  B Hamilton, $$$, p. 142) S p. 139) The Robin Hood (City of Hamilton, Broadway Bistro at Coquille,   (City ANT $, p. 150) of Hamilton, $$$, p. 140) UR Sapori   (Paget Parish, $$$, p. 138) A Newport Room  (Southampton Specialty Inn (Smith’s Parish, $, Parish, $$$$, p. 132) REST p. 151) Tom Moore’s Tavern  (Hamilton Tamarisk Dining Room  (Sandys Parish, $$$$, p. 151) Parish, $$$, p. 128)

Ice Cream Tavern by the Sea (St. George’s Parish, 

Bailey’s Ice Cream & Food D’Lites              $$, p. 156)

Restaurant (Hamilton Parish, $,            Wickets (Southampton Parish, $, 

p. 153)                                      p. 136)

 

Café Gio (St. George’s Parish, $$,          Italian p. 154) Ascots   (City of Hamilton, $$$, 

Indian                           p. 139)

East Meets West   (City of Hamilton,       Bacci (Southampton Parish, $$$, 

$$, p. 143)                                  p. 133)

House of India   (City of Hamilton,        La Trattoria (City of Hamilton, $$, 

$, p. 148)                                     p. 144)

Little Venice   (City of Hamilton, 

$$$, p. 142)
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Pasta Basta (City of Hamilton, $,             Somerset Country Squire Pub & Res-    127

p. 149)                                      taurant (Sandys Parish, $$, p. 129)

 

Portofino (City of Hamilton, $,            Southwestern p. 149)

Primavera (City of Hamilton, $$,             Blû       (Warwick Parish, $$$, 

p. 145)                                      p. 137)

 

Tio Pepe (Southampton Parish, $$,           Tio Pepe (Southampton Parish, $$, p. 135) Rustico (Hamilton Parish, $$, p. 153)     Spanish

p. 135)

 

Jamaican                   Steak & Seafood Jamaican Grill (City of Hamilton, $, Freeport Seafood Restaurant   p. 148) (Sandys Parish, $, p. 129)          WHERE Greg’s Steakhouse   (City of Hamil-Mediterranean ton, $$$, p. 140) Beethoven’s (Sandys Parish, $$, p. 128) Griffin’s   (St. George’s Parish, $$, Bonefish Bar & Grill (Sandys Parish,  T p. 156)O $$, p. 128) DINE Mickey’s Beach Bistro & Bar   (Ham-East Meets West   (City of Hamilton, ilton Parish, $$$, p. 152) $$, p. 143) Waterlot Inn  (Southampton Par-Fresco’s Restaurant & Wine Bar   ish, $$$$, p. 133) (City of Hamilton, $$, p. 143) 6 Harley’s (City of Hamilton, $$, Sushi REST p. 144) Coconut Rock/Yashi (City of Hamil-The Lido   (Paget Parish, $$$, A ton, $, p. 147) UR p. 138) Henry VIII (Southampton Parish, $$, ANT Harbourfront Restaurant and Komo-p. 135) daru Sushi Lounge  (City of S Sapori   (Paget Parish, $$$, p. 138) B Hamilton, $$$, p. 140) Harbourfront Restaurant and Komo-Y CUISINE The Point Restaurant  (Hamil-daru Sushi Lounge  (City of ton Parish, $$$, p. 152). Hamilton, $$$, p. 140)

 

Pizzeria                        Swiss Rustico (Hamilton Parish, $$, p. 153) Beethoven’s (Sandys Parish, $$, p. 128)

 

Seafood                    Thai Barracuda Grill  (City of Hamil-Chopsticks Restaurant   (City of ton, $$$, p. 139) Hamilton, $, p. 146) Bonefish Bar & Grill (Sandys Parish, Silk  (City of Hamilton, $$, $$, p. 128) p. 146) Lobster Pot & Boat House Bar 

(City of Hamilton, $$, p. 145)         West Indian

Ocean Club   (Southampton Parish,        The Spot Restaurant (City of Hamil-

$$$, p. 134)                                ton, $, p. 150)

Harbourfront Restaurant and Komo-

daru Sushi Lounge       (City of 

Hamilton, $$$, p. 140)

 

The following restaurants are all on Somerset Island.

 

EXPENSIVE

Tamarisk Dining Room  INTERNATIONAL  This elegant cottage colony is 

the top dining spot in the parish for classic cuisine and also for innovative fare. Tamarisk 

boasts impeccable ser vice. A dr ess-up place, it makes local eateries such as the Frog & 

Onion (p. 132) look publike.

The formal and very large dining room has the kind of decor you might associate with 

an extremely sophisticated country club: tones of salmon and lime-green in big-patterned 

jungle themes, limed wood, and a heavily trussed and beamed ceiling. In warm weather, 

sliding glass doors extend the dining ar ea onto a rambling, east-facing terrace that o ver-

looks the bay.

 

 DINE At lunch, you’re likely to come across platters of chicken-macadamia salad, a signature  O  T  pita-bread sandwich (stuffed, California-style, with chicken salad, av ocado slices, and 

bean spr outs), and some of the best cheeseburgers in the parish.  The dinner menu 

changes every night, and depending on the season, might include a mousse of foie gras; 

WHERE shrimp cocktail; snails in garlic butter; chargrilled v egetables fashioned into a spicy ter-

 

6 rine; grilled lobster tail with drawn butter; tamarind-glaz ed mahi-mahi; duck br east 

roulade; pan-seared sea scallops with mango, pineapple, sweet chile salsa, and saffron oil; 

and a rack of lamb with mustard and garden-herb crust. Dessert might include a terrine 

of prunes with vanilla ice cream. Live entertainment is featured April through October.

ARISH                                                                                                                                                                                              At Cambridge Beaches Hot el, 30 K ings Point Rd. &    441/234-0331. Reservations required. Jacket sug-

 

 P gested for men dining inside , not for dining on the t errace. Lunch main courses $11–$22; dinner main  S  Y  courses $23–$50. MC, V. Daily 12:30–2:30pm and 7–9pm. Bus: 7 or 8 (each marked  “Dockyard”).

 

SAND                                                                                                                                                                                              MODERATE

Beethoven’s MEDITERRANEAN/SWISS  A pub-cum-r estaurant, this luncheon 

eatery lies within the Clockto wer Building’s shopping mall at the historic R oyal Dock-

yard. It was established and for many y ears run by a team of expatriate S wiss chefs. I n 

2008, other entrepreneurs bought the place, but have kept it pretty much as it was at the 

time of their takeover. The setting is casual, and surprisingly un-elaborate—its sheathing 

of beige and br own tiles and dar kly nondescript furnitur e don’t contribute to a setting 

that’s particularly cozy. Nonetheless, it’s a wor thwhile choice for meals thr oughout the 

day, as well as for afternoon tea. An extensiv e lunch menu includes fish cho wder, roast 

lamb, fried chicken, beef burgers, salads, sandwiches, and platters with fish of the day or 

onion quiche with goat cheese and sun-dried tomatoes.

Clocktower Building, Royal Naval Dockyard. & 441/234-5009. Reservations recommended for dinner. 

Smart casual attire required. Main courses $12–$26. AE, MC, V. Daily 9am–4pm. Bus: 7 or 8, or f erry from 

the City of Hamilton.

Bonefish Bar & Grill MEDITERRANEAN/SEAFOOD  Overlooking a landlocked 

piazza within the Dockyard Complex, this bar and grill offers a diverse menu that pleases 

diners who aren’t too jaded or too demanding. If you want filling and satisfying food, it’s 

a suitable choice, though it ’s not quite on par with the Frog & O nion Pub (p. 132). 

There are a limited number of tables inside, a fact that encourages most diners to head 

for the tables on the large piazza outside. Livio Ferigo, the likable owner, prepares chicken 

casseroles, rib-eye steaks, lightly braised tuna with black oliv es, several tempting pastas, and lots of seafood.  There’s liv e enter tainment, usually pr esented ev ery M onday and 129 Wednesday from 9 to 11:30pm.

Royal Naval Dockyard. & 441/234-5151. www.bermuda.com/bonefish. Lunch main courses $7.95–$26; 

dinner main c ourses $16–$23. AE, MC,  V. Daily 11:30am–10:30pm. Closed Jan–M ar. Bus: 7 or 8, or f erry 

from the City of Hamilton.

Somerset Country Squire Pub & Restaurant BRITISH/SEAFOOD  You’ll pass 

through a moon-gate ar ch to reach the raised terrace of this waterside r estaurant in the 

center of the village. Limestone blocks and hedges ring the terrace; inside, the dining 

room is located do wnstairs. The bill of far e ranges from British pub grub to fresh local 

fish to traditional roast beef with Yorkshire pudding. Local Bermudian favorites and the 

specialties of the day, including curried mussel pie and fresh Bermuda tuna or wahoo, are 

your best bets. During some months of the y ear, lobster is a big deal ar ound here, with 

much hoopla. Most of the food is fairly r outine, but the chef is especially pr oud of his  WHERE

Bermuda fish cho wder, a tomato-based soup that some locals consider the best in the 

West End.

 

10 Mangrove Bay Rd., Somerset Village. & 441/234-0105.  T  Lunch main c ourses $21–$26; dinner main O  courses $16–$29. AE, MC, V. Daily 11:30am–4pm and 6:30–10pm. Bus: 7 or 8. DINE

INEXPENSIVE

Freeport S eafood Restaurant     Value STEAK & SEAFOOD  Set within the 

 

white, this place r epresents a charming, raffish corner of maritime I taly, thanks to S an  SAND  Remo (Italy) born owner Valerio Ausenda. Come here for fresh and completely unpr e- foreboding walls of the D ockyard complex, and outfitted in tones of A egean blue and  6

 

tentious locally caught seafood. Somehow this old favorite manages to turn up a fr esher  Y  catch than its Somerset competitors, and broils it to perfection, a welcome change from S P  the greasy fish-and-chips gr ub served at some other dockyar d spots.  There is no gr eat ARISH

presentation or dramatic flourish to the platters ser ved, and some aspects of the place 

might r emind y ou of a tough maritime bar and grill in an industrial corner of , say, 

Genoa. But the taste is often delectable, especially the fish platter or one of the br oiled 

Bermuda rockfish dishes, our par ticular favorite. At least some of the seasonings deriv e 

from Sr. Ausenda’s herb gar den, which thriv es within an assor tment of batter ed plastic 

containers in back.  The menu is less formal—and some what less expensiv e—at lunch than at dinner. During the day, you get the r egular chow you’d find almost anywher e, 

including burgers, salads, pizzas, and steak on the grill. The tasty fish sandwich is usually 

the star of the lunch menu. I n the ev ening, the fish selection might featur e tuna or 

wahoo. For those who want a good old  T-bone, those are on the menu, too . We found 

 

Tips  Check, Please! A Note on Service Charges

Although a service charge (typically 10%–17%) is added to most restaurant bills, 

it’s customary to leave something extra if the service has been good. However, it 

isn’t necessary—in fact, many diners find 15% too generous. Be on the lookout 

for this scam: Some restaurants include the basic 15% ser vice charge in the bill, but leave the service charge line blank. Many diners unknowingly add another 

10% to 15%, without realizing they’ve already paid for service. Scrutinize your 

bill, and don’t be shy about asking if you’re not sure what’s included.
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Sapori  16                                  Wickets  10

132 the lobster o verpriced and o vercooked. Within a clutter ed and some what disorganized 

back room, this restaurant has a pair of Internet stations for the use of its patr ons.

At the Ro yal Naval Dock yard, 1 F reeport Rd. & 441/234-1692. Lunch main c ourses $15–$35; pizzas 

$12–$14; dinner main courses $15–$68. AE, MC, V. Daily 11:30am–10pm. Bar stays open till around mid-

night. Bus: 7 or 8.

The Frog & Onion P ub BRITISH  Within the dar k and shado wy premises of the 

former 18th-centur y cooperage (barr el-making factor y) at the R oyal Naval Dockyard, 

the Frog & Onion is the most traditional B ritish pub in B ermuda. It’s “named” for the 

founders, French-born Jean-Paul Magnin (the Frog, who’s no longer associated with the 

place) and Bermuda-born Carol West (the Onion, who is). The place rambles on through 

at least three rock-sided dining rooms and two separate outdoor decks, so we recommend 

that you wander around a bit to find the table that best suits your mood. You might opt 

to relax with a pint of E nglish lager near the cooperage ’s cavernous stone fireplace, per-

haps pondering the majesty of what used to be the B ritish Empire. Many folks stay to 

 DINE dine: At lunch there are standard sandwiches, salads, and some tasty bar pies.  We espe-

 

O cially like the v ersion with curried mussels for a r eal taste of B ermuda, although y ou   T  might opt for the shepherd’s pie. The dinner menu includes all of the lunchtime choices 

plus a grilled sirloin steak with mushr ooms, Thai-style shrimp or chicken curries, y el-

WHERE lowfin tuna sashimi, and melted Brie with walnuts. The food is not spectacular, but it is 

well-prepared and hearty. Since portions are large, no one leaves hungry. A few years ago, 

6 the br ewing equipment, which had pr eviously been associated with the also-r ecom-

mended North Rock Brewing Company in faraway Smith’s Parish, was installed inside a 

former stable within the D ockyard, a fe w steps from this restaurant. And although the 

ARISH five kinds of brew it produces are still cheerfully hauled in barrels to other restaurants on 

 P the island, the brewery’s proximity to the Frog and Onion means that the beer is fresher 

ON                                                                                                                                                                                              here than virtually anywhere else in Bermuda.

The Cooperage, at the Ro yal Naval Dockyard. & 441/234-2900. www.frogandonion.bm. Lunch sand-

wiches, salads, and platt ers $15–$22; dinner main c ourses $21–$30; pub menu platt ers $8–$19. MC,  V. 

Mon–Sat 11:30am–4pm and 6–9:30pm; Sun noon–4pm and 5:30–9pm. Bar daily 11:30am–midnight. 

Closed Mon Dec–Feb. Bus: 7 or 8, or ferry from the City of Hamilton.

SOUTHAMPT

 

3  SOUTHAMPTON PARISH

 

VERY EXPENSIVE

Newport Room  FRENCH  The Newport Room is unequaled in its sumptu-

ous but subtle decor and succulent F rench cuisine. S et within the main cor e of the 

Fairmont Southampton, it’s on the short list of the best restaurants in Bermuda. The only 

nearby establishment that can compete with it is the  Waterlot Inn, which lies in a sea-

front annex that’s part of the same r esort. The Newport, however, is much mor e grand 

and much more formal. The dining room, entirely paneled in teak and r osewood with 

nautical brass touches, suggests the interior of a yacht.  When it was built, it br oke all 

records for expense lavished upon the interior of a r estaurant in B ermuda. A maitr e d’ 

stationed beside a ship’s compass greets diners at the entrance, and the service is attentive. 

In the center of the r oom are exact miniatur e replicas of two of the former winning 

sailboats from the Newport-Bermuda Race.

Settle into a leather armchair and pr epare yourself for what just might be y our most 

memorable meal in B ermuda. The r egularly changing menu r eads like a textbook of modern gourmet cuisine; it might include lamb cassoulet or crab-cr usted grouper. The 133

kitchen uses the freshest and best ingredients in its carefully prepared, artfully presented 

dishes. The wine list includes a wide array of international selections, all ser ved in Irish 

crystal.

At the F airmont Southampton, 101 S outh Shore Rd. & 441/238-8000. Reser vations required. Jacket 

required, tie r ecommended. M ain c ourses $35–$56. F ixed-price menus $85 f or 3 c ourses, $95 f or 4 

courses, tasting menu $110. AE, DC, MC, V. Daily 6:30–10pm. Usually closed Dec to Mar. Bus: 7.

Waterlot Inn  STEAKS  Less rigidly formal than the Newport, and with a more 

spontaneous and less rigid staff, this is one of our all-time favorites for a special night in 

Bermuda. The service is alert, and the culinar y repertoire is inventive—doubly impres-

sive given the large number of diners ev ery evening.

About 300 years ago, merchant sailors unloaded their cargo directly into the basement 

of this historic inn and war ehouse, now factoring among the many outbuildings associ- WHERE

ated with the Southampton Princess Resort. Over the years, it has attracted such guests 

as Mark Twain, James Thurber, Eleanor Roosevelt, and Eugene O’Neill. You can enjoy a 

 

drink in an upstairs bar, where a classical pianist enter tains. After descending a stair case   TO  with a white balustrade, y ou’ll be seated in one of thr ee conservatively nautical dining  DINE  rooms. Each is filled with captain’s or Windsor chairs, oil paintings of old clipper ships, 

and lots of exposed wood. Menu items include well-prepared steaks and beef dishes, each 

of them grilled and ser ved according to your wishes, along with tasty other dishes such 

as seared scallops wrapped in pancetta ham; o ysters Rockefeller; Bermuda onion soup;  6

and breast of duck r oasted with maple syr up, lentils, and foie gras. I n addition, many  SOUTHAMPT

kinds of fresh fish can be grilled, broiled, or blackened, according to your request.

At the F airmont S outhampton, 101 S outh Shor e Rd . & 441/238-8000. Reser vations r ecommended. 

Jacket required for men. Main courses $32–$68. AE, MC, V. Daily 6–10pm. Bus: 7.

 

EXPENSIVE ON

Bacci Kids ITALIAN  Set on the upper floor of the golf clubhouse, on the manicur ed   P

grounds of the also-recommended hotel, this restaurant became one of the most vibrant  ARISH

and talked-about Italian restaurants in Bermuda shortly after its inauguration during the 

post–Hurricane Fabian rebuilding of the Fairmont Southampton Hotel. Its staff describes 

it as “Italian with passion,” thanks to excellent food and a decor that incorporates striking 

tones of red, black, yellow, and pastels; a bar that’s especially busy with espresso and after-

dinner-drink lovers late in the evening; and a view that sweeps down over the golf course 

to the sea. Although it ’s elegant and fun for ev eryone, including couples looking for 

solitude, it’s one of the only eateries within the F airmont Southampton Resort that’s 

specifically designated as family-friendly , and as such, especially earlier during dinner 

hours, it tends to attract goodly numbers of parents with teenaged and younger children 

in tow. The chef prepares some of the best and most raved-about spaghetti carbonara and 

lasagna on the island, a sumptuous v ersion of osso buco, sev eral types of simply grilled 

fresh fish (r ed snapper in par chment with capers and tomatoes is delicious), acclaimed 

versions of rib-eye steaks that are served over beds of risotto, and v egetarian dishes such 

as risotto with wild mushr ooms and truffles. The restaurant’s name, incidentally, trans-

lates from the Piemontese dialect as “quick and friendly kisses.”

In the golf clubhouse of the F airmont Southampton. 101 S outh Shore Rd. & 441/238-8000. Reserva-

tions required. Main courses $22–$32. AE, DC, MC, V. Daily 6–10pm. Bus: 7.

Coconuts    Finds CARIBBEAN/INTERNATIONAL  We recommend Coconuts, 

not only for its scenic vista, but also for its sense of being tightly wo ven into the fabric 134 of Bermuda’s complicated social pecking or der. Enjoying a surprising amount of fav or 

among long-time residents of the island, it’s set between high cliff rocks and a sandy pink 

beach on the island’s mostly residential south coast. Alfresco dining here is most roman-

tic, although those breezy nights tend to cool your food before you’ve finished it.

The restaurant is based within an open-sided dining room that’s partially paneled with 

varnished cedar. Lunch is nothing special—the usual, burgers, salads, sandwiches, and 

the like. But at night, the chefs strut their stuff, offering a set menu (which changes daily) 

full of variety, flavor, taste, and scope, and presented with flair. Freshly grown produce is 

served with Cajun and West Indian spices, for a “taste of the islands.” We can’t guarantee 

what you’ll get on any given night here, but the scope is wide enough to appeal to most 

diners—though if you’re a picky eater, you’d better call ahead and check.

In the Reef s Hotel, 56 S outh Rd. & 441/238-0222. Reser vations recommended. Lunch main c ourses 

$12–$22; fixed-price 4-course dinner $66 per person. AE, MC, V. Daily noon–3pm (Apr–Nov) and 7–10pm 

(May–Nov). Bus 7.

 DINE Ocean Club ASIAN/SEAFOOD  This oceanfront restaurant, perched atop a lo w 

 

O cliff overlooking rocks and pink sands, is the r esult of a radical change in the r estaurant   T  lineup within the eateries at the Fairmont Southampton. The setting is an artfully mini-

malist, internationally modern venue surrounded with clusters of sea grapes and Norfolk 

WHERE Island pines. The panoramic view through the huge windows is the airy restaurant’s most 

prominent feature.

6 Expect a roster of urban, Pacific Rim cuisine at this place. E xamples include steamed 

mussels with a coconut curr y lemongrass sauce; tuna tar tare with mango; spicy Asian 

chicken salad; r ockfish with smoked paprika, M anila clams, and choriz o sausage; and 

ARISH                                                                                                                                                                                              pan-seared halibut in fennel broth with shiitake mushrooms. P                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          There’s live entertainment Tuesday through Sunday.

ON                                                                                                                                                                                              In the F airmont Southampton, 101 S outh Rd. &     441/238-8000. Reservations required. Main courses 

$26–$59. AE, MC, V. Daily 6–10pm. Bus: 7.

The Ocean Grill &  The Cedar Room INTERNATIONAL  Set within the pr evi-

ously recommended Pompano Beach Club, this pair of r estaurants offers well-prepared 

SOUTHAMPT food and big-windowed views over some of the most dramatic seacoast in the A tlantic. 

The more cutting-edge and “trendy” of the two is the Ocean Grill, offering a double tier 

of windows sweeping out over an almost mystical view of the sea, and a la car te seafood 

dishes that ev oke an urban dining enclav e in a big city v enue of N orth America.  The 

Cedar Room is mor e conser vative and traditional, with a some what more strict dr ess 

code and furniture crafted from pre-blight cedar, and focuses on traditional mainstays of 

the North American and B ermudian diet. Menu items change with the seasons but ar e 

likely to include lamb chops marinated in lav ender and pink peppercorns served with a 

port wine sauce; grilled tiger shrimp with a miso and sake glaze; 10-ounce New York strip 

steaks with a guav a-flavored black r um sauce; and a wide array of sinfully rich—and 

often artfully decorated—desserts such as a dark chocolate pyramid.

In the P ompano Beach Club , 36 P ompano Beach Rd ., & 441/234-0222. Reservations recommended. 

Set-price dinners (in Cedar Room only) $56. Main courses $27–$42. AE, DC, MC, V. Daily 6:30–9:30pm. Bus: 

7 or 8.

Royston’s  CONTINENTAL  As part of the multi-million dollar expansion of 

this resort, the owners installed a formal r estaurant that’s one of the best bets for hotel 

dining on the island.  The cuisine is light, full flav ored, and sometimes imper tinently 

inventive. Start with such well-crafted appetizers as beef carpaccio in white truffle oil and 
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Moments Where to Put Together the Perfect Picnic & Where 

to Enjoy It

The kitchens of many major hotels will prepare a picnic lunch for you, but you 

need to request it at least a day in advance. On Front Street in the City of Hamil-

ton, you can order sandwiches at a cafe and pick up a bottle of wine or mineral 

water. If it’s a weekday, the best place to buy picnic supplies is the Hickory Stick (p. 147).

  If you enjoy picnicking and biking, you can do both in Sandys Parish. Start by 

crossing Somerset Bridge (heading in the direction of Somerset Village), and con-

tinue along Somerset Road to Fort Scaur Park, where you’ll enjoy a panoramic view of Ely’s Harbour.

  Another ideal picnic location is Spanish Point Park in Pembroke, where you  WHERE

will find a series of little c oves and beaches. You don’t need to go to the trouble of packing a picnic basket—in warm weather, a lunch wagon rolls around every 

day at noontime. We also love to picnic at one of the island ’s best beaches,   T  War-O

wick Long Bay.  DINE

 

ket-fresh catch of the day or else such meat selections as beef  Wellington in a tr uffle   SOUTHAMPT  sauce. Lobster ravioli is a sav ory delight, as is the sear ed halibut with a v egetable rata- perhaps the freshly made cold lobster and melon bisque. M ain courses feature the mar- 6

touille. One of the chef ’s specialties is an o ven-roasted Cornish hen marinated in B er-

muda black rum and served with an Italian couscous.

In the Reefs Hotel, 56 South Rd. & 441/238-0222. Main courses $26–$42. Daily 6:30-9pm. Bus: 7.

 

MODERATE ON

Henry VIII BRITISH/SUSHI  Within a stucco-sided, v eranda-ringed building set   P

ARISH

prominently beside the parish’s busiest coastal highway, this restaurant feeds and enter-

tains a clientele that ’s about equally divided betw een local r esidents and dining-r oom 

refugees from the r elatively expensive hotels nearb y. There’s something that ’s just a bit 

cloying about the  Tudor theme of the place—waitr esses, some of them B ritish, in long 

dresses of royal purple, a menu that makes co y references to Henry VIII’s ongoing and 

oft-changing marriage vows, and a timbered and oak-paneled decor with lots of polished 

brass. But despite any drawbacks (and indeed, many locals appreciate the venue’s warmth 

and the way it emulates an old-fashioned pub in M errie Olde E ngland), the food is 

straightforward and a wee bit less expensive than what you’d find within the more glam-

orous dining rooms of some nearby hotels. The menu is strong on beef dishes, especially 

steaks and burgers, with some por k and fish choices thr own in for v ariety. A sushi bar 

operates in a corner of this place, surprising nearly ev erybody. Some kind of enter tain-

ment, usually a v ocalist with a keyboar d, begins at 9:30pm and r uns until 1am ev ery 

night of the week except Monday and Tuesday.

52 South Shore Rd. (near the Fairmont Southampton Resort). & 441/238-1977. www.henrys.bm. Res-

ervations recommended for dinner. Lunch main c ourses $9–$19; dinner main c ourses $21–$40; Sushi 

platters $7–$15. Sun brunch $30 per person. AE, DC, MC,  V. Daily noon–2:30pm and 6–10pm. Bus: 7.

Tio Pepe ITALIAN/SPANISH  Don’t let the Spanish name fool you—the cuisine here 

is pr edominantly traditional I talian. A fe w S panish dishes do appear on the menu, 136 including roast suckling pig. It’s fairly straightforward fare: pizzas, pastas, and classic Ital-

ian cuisine in generous portions, all with a bit of Mediterranean pizzazz. The kitchen also 

prepares local fish, plus salmon and lobster, with subtle Italian flavors. We especially like 

the huge range of hot B ermuda appetizers; the clams steamed in white wine, garlic, and 

parsley; and the chef’s linguine pescatore with mussels, clams, calamari, shrimp, and fresh 

tomato sauce. Seating is on a wide garden-view terrace and in three indoor dining rooms. 

The restaurant is convenient to the Fairmont Southampton and Horseshoe Bay Beach. 

The friendly atmosphere, bountiful food, and prices are right on target.

117 S outh Rd ., Horseshoe Ba y. & 441/238-1897. Reser vations r ecommended. Dr ess smar t casual . 

Lunch platters $10–$36; dinner main c ourses $18–$36. AE, MC,  V. May–Sept daily 11:30am–10pm, Oc t–

Apr daily noon–10pm; lunch served until 5pm. Bus 7.

 

INEXPENSIVE

Lighthouse Restaurant Finds BRITISH/CONTINENTAL  If you step inside the 

local lighthouse, y ou’ll find a contemporar y-looking and color ful dining r oom serving 

 DINE meals which ev oke Bermuda and B ritain alike. I t’s a handy place if y ou’re touring the 

O south shore of Southampton Parish. After you’ve climbed the winding steps leading up   T

to the famous Gibbs Hill Lighthouse, you’ll have worked up an appetite. Begin with such 

starters as warm Camembert cheese topped with a mix of wild berries or salmon-stuffed 

WHERE crepes. A vegetable grill is served with fettuccine noodles in a light hoisin dressing, or else 

you can order a mango, mozzar ella, and walnut salad on a bed of fr esh greens. Lots of 

6 clients opt for one of the fish sandwiches or perhaps the curried lamb pie or the codfish 

croquettes. A bar in the corner chugs out impr essive numbers of both fr ozen smoothies 

and martinis. In the afternoon y ou can enjo y any number of specialty teas, including ARISH mango apple and strawberry. The owner, Heidi Cowen, is the granddaughter of the last 

 P lighthouse keeper who lived here in the 1960s. S he too lived in the lighthouse with her 

ON                                                                                                                                                                                              grandparents.

Gibbs H ill Lighthouse , 68 St. Anne ’s Rd . & 441/238-8679. www.lighthouserestaurantbermuda.com. 

Breakfast $10–$14; lunch main courses $10–$17; dinner main courses $16–$26. AE, MC, V. May–Sept daily 

9am–10pm. Oct-Dec and Feb-Apr daily 9am–5pm. Closed Jan. Bus: 7 or 8.

SOUTHAMPT                                                                                                                                                                                              Wickets Kids    INTERNATIONAL  Outfitted like a British cricket club, this brasserie 

and bistro features a Sunday morning health-conscious breakfast buffet with low-calorie 

and low-fat options, as well as one of the most comprehensive lunch menus on the island. 

It’s decent food—nothing more. You’ll probably be satisfied with it if y our expectations 

don’t run too high. S tandard “family fare” includes deli-style sandwiches, soups, cho w-

ders, pastas, salads, and platters such as grilled steaks and veal. The most popular fish dish 

is cod fish with potatoes, which has more flavor than the routine steaks and chops on the 

menu.

The restaurant, on the lower lobby level of the Fairmont Southampton, overlooks the 

swimming pool and the ocean bey ond. Many Bermudians, with kids in to w, come here 

for a late lunch or a light supper . The informal but traditional r estaurant requests only 

that guests cover their bathing suits with a shir t. A children’s menu is available.

In the F airmont S outhampton, 101 S outh Rd . & 441/238-8000. Br eakfast buff et $25; lunch main 

courses $15–$22. AE, DC, MC, V. Daily 7am–6pm. Ferry from the City of Hamilton.
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EXPENSIVE

Blû  AMERICAN/SOUTHWESTERN  Set in the same building that houses the 

clubhouse and pro shop of the Belmont Hills Golf Course, it has a sinuous postmodern 

decor that ev okes a sophisticated corner of I taly, with tones of blue, white, and y ellow 

that reflect the sea views that sweep out from it on all sides. A prominent area is devoted 

to a bar, and service staff will seem almost poised on the balls of their feet to make y our 

entrance as theatrical as possible.  The restaurant features dishes that might, at the time 

of your visit, include fresh oysters; Cajun-style fried calamari; shrimp ceviche with jala-

peño and red onion; roasted pumpkin ginger soup; barbecued chicken quesadillas; fir e-

 

cracker rolls of roasted duck with rice paper noodles, tofu, and mango chili; chili-infused  WHERE  pork loin with mushr oom-sausage stuffing and cr eamy polenta; Spanish meat and sea-

food paella; organic bourbon-infused chicken; macadamia-cr usted wild salmon steaks; 

 

and Yankee-style pot roast.  TO  In the Clubhouse of the Belmont Hills Golf Course, 97 Middle Rd.  &  441/232-2323.  Reservations recom- DINE  mended. Pizzas $12–$16. M ain courses $22–$46. S et menus ar e available for groups. AE, MC,  V. Daily 

11:30am–2:30pm and 6–10pm. Bus: 7.

 

Surf Side Beach Club, this undeniably romantic spot is one of the best places to be on a Palms Restaur ant     Moments AMERICAN/INTERNATIONAL  Set within the     6

 

summer night in B ermuda. It serves a delicious menu, and has one of the most visitor- WAR  friendly set of hours on the island, open for br eakfast, lunch, and dinner, as well as for WICK  afternoon tea and bar snacks. The daily happy hour is 5:30 to 7pm. Breakfast has all the 

 

standard choices, but we enjoy the omelets and the buttermilk pancakes. A large choice   P  of appetizers, soups, and salads is offer ed—everything from oysters Rockefeller to spiny ARISH

lobster bisque flav ored with cognac.  When available, poached wahoo is ser ved with a 

white-wine sauce, capers, and grapes; and the r oast baby rack of lamb wafts an enticing 

aroma of fr esh thyme and r osemary. Two classic desser ts are the bittersw eet chocolate 

mousse with a raspberr y sauce and the br ead-and-butter pudding with a spicy r um 

sauce.

At Sur f Side Beach Club , S outh Rd. & 441/236-7100. Reser vations required. Breakfast main c ourses 

$6.50–$14; lunch and dinner main courses $29–$37. AE, MC, V. Daily 8–10am, noon–3pm, and 6–9:30pm. 

Closed Jan to mid-Mar. Bus: 7.

 

MODERATE

The Swizzle South Shore BERMUDIAN  Serious aficionados of the island ’s pubs 

paid close attention in April 2007, when one of B ermuda’s most deeply entrenched bis-

tros, Pawpaw’s, was bought and transformed by the owners of the Swizzle Inn. Soon after, 

a radical transformation alter ed the place into a woodsy-looking twin of the radically 

popular Swizzle Inn, its namesake, and a friendly riv alry was established betw een the 

existing pub and its newer clone.

Chances are high that a member of the staff will encourage y ou to pin a copy of your 

business card to a designated wall, wher e previous clients are remembered in an equiva-

lent way. Menu items include hale and hear ty fare that’s designed to go w ell with beer, 

ale, and stiff, mid-Atlantic rum-based cocktails. You might opt for a Greek salad or per-haps a bowlful of steaming, rum-laced Bermuda fish chowder, followed by shepherd’s pie 

or fish and chips.  The pub offers food designed specifically for childr en (burgers with 138

Tips  Dressing the Part

Some of the upscale restaurants in Bermuda ask that men wear a jacket and tie 

for dinner; some restaurants require a jacket but not a tie. When making reserva-

tions, always ask what the dress code is. “Casual but elegant” dress is preferred at 

most Sunday buffets.

 

coleslaw and french fries). It also stocks board games and an inventory of children’s books 

that parents, looking for a boozy br eak from their kids, tend to appr eciate. There’s an 

on-site gift shop, and bemused, oft-repeated remarks about how regulars tend to “Swizzle 

In and Stagger Out.”

87 South Shore Rd. & 441/236-7459. Reservations accepted only for groups of 6 or more. Lunch platters 

$10–$16; dinner main courses $14–$25. MC, V. Kitchen daily 11am–10pm; pub daily 11am–1am. Bus: 7. DINE

O

 T

5  PAGET PARISH

WHERE

EXPENSIVE

6    The Lido MEDITERRANEAN  This w ell-recommended beachfr ont r estaurant 

consists of an outdoor terrace and an indoor dining r oom with big windows that fill the 

room with light. Come here for the location and conv enience to Elbow Beach. If you’re ARISH a serious foodie, you’ll find the vittles at the Middleton Room (see below) tastier. Shades 

 P of pale yellow and red predominate, the chairs are comfortable enough to linger in, and 

GET the menu is one of the most div erse on the island.  We strongly recommend trying the 

A seafood casserole with Mediterranean-style red sauce and chili, olives, and capers; Angus  P

rib-eye steak (grilled); or the roasted lamb.

In the Elbow Beach Hotel Sea Terrace, 60 South Rd. & 441/236-9884. Reservations recommended. Din-

ner main courses $14–$42. AE, MC, V. Daily 6:30–9pm. Bar until 1am. Bus: 1, 2, or 7.

Sapori BERMUDIAN/INTERNATIONAL/SUSHI  Casual elegance pr evails at 

the Grape Bay Beach Hotel’s (p. 110) poolside terrace overlooking the ocean. The name 

Sapori means “flavor,” which you’ll find in abundance in this restaurant’s dishes: fresh fish 

from Bermuda, spicy hot  Thai curries, Japanese sushi, and succulent I talian pastas and 

pizzas. The bar also serves light meals and sushi. For starters, sample the twice-baked crab 

soufflé on a bed of mesclun or the pepper-sear ed salmon flav ored with balsamic and 

avocado oil. Among the main courses, you will rarely go wrong with the pan-fried catch 

of the day ser ved with shellfish sauce and a saffr on risotto. Our pasta favorite is ravioli 

aragosta (filled with lobster meat and served in a creamy pink sauce). For dessert, try the 

sticky fig pudding with a butterscotch sauce and vanilla ice cream, or the more sophisti-

cated chocolate mocha tart with caramel sauce and a white chocolate sorbet.

At Grape Ba y Beach Hot el, 55  White Sands Rd . & 441/236-7201. Reservations recommended. Lunch 

main c ourses $16–$27; dinner main c ourses $24–$36. AE, MC,  V. Daily noon–3pm and 6–10pm; Sun 

brunch 11am–4pm. Bus: 2, 7, or 8.
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EXPENSIVE

Ascots FRENCH/ITALIAN  This restaurant and its tempting Continental menu 

deserve to be better known. Within a residential neighborhood at the edge of the City of 

Hamilton, it occupies a spacious house, originally built in 1903, at the end of a countr y 

lane. The antique porcelain, Queen Anne armchairs, and Welsh pine evoke a chintz-filled 

English country house. In the summer, diners sit at candlelit tables on the fr ont porch, 

and sometimes beneath a tented canopy in the gar den.

The menu relies on classic techniques and first-rate ingredients. It includes one of the 

best selections of hot and cold appetizers in the City of Hamilton, ranging from Mediter-

 

ranean chicken salad with goat cheese, to fr esh homemade ravioli filled with crabmeat  WHERE  and served in smoked-salmon-and-spinach cr eam sauce. Vegetarian dishes are available. 

Count on the chef ’s catch of the day, prepared as you like it, or try blackened mahimahi 

 

with tomato, pineapple, and lemon compote. I f you prefer more traditional dishes, you   TO  might find the grilled sirloin steak with por t glaze and r oasted thyme polenta mor e to  DINE  your taste. For dessert, the cr epe Garibaldi (warm cr epes filled with strawberries and a 

chocolate-hazelnut sauce, served with fresh berries and crème chantilly) is a tasty choice. 

Even more exciting are seasonal berries with Frangelico and chocolate ice cream.

In the Royal Palms Hotel, 24 Rosemont Ave. & 441/295-9644. Reservations recommended. Lunch main  6

courses $20–$30; dinner main courses $20–$60. AE, MC, V. Mon–Fri noon–2:30pm; Mon–Sat 6:30–10pm.  CIT  Bus: 1, 2, 10, or 11.

Barracuda Grill  OF HAMILY

 SEAFOOD  One of H amilton’s more stylish and contempo-

rary-looking restaurants occupies a pair of dining r ooms one floor above street level of a 

building in do wntown Hamilton. Established in A pril 2002, it boasts an ultramodern 

 

lighting design, with doz ens of hanging lamps that shed the kind of light that makes  T  virtually everyone look attractive. Amid walls sheathed with unusual modern paintings, ON

you can or der a r oster of mostly fish-based dishes that change with whatev er comes in   (PEMBROKE P

from local fishermen on the day of your arrival. The best examples include lobster fettuc-

cine, barracuda crab cake with haz elnut sauce, or the miso-orange hoisin glaz ed wild 

Pacific salmon. The most expensive and elegant item on the menu is the “ultra exclusive” 

Kobe beef and foie gras burger.

5 Burnaby Hill. & 441/292-1609. www.barracuda-grill.com. Reservations recommended. Lunch main  ARISH)

courses $15–$40; dinner main courses $30–$50. AE, MC, V. Mon–Fri noon–2:30pm; daily 5:30–10pm. Bus: 

1, 2, 10, or 11.

Bolero Brasserie CONTINENTAL  Casual but classy , this is one of the most 

attractive and appealing new restaurants in Bermuda. In the heart of downtown Hamil-

ton, it occupies a large, woodsy-looking dining room with a long bar area, red walls, and 

lots of mirr ors. It does a busy , big-city lunchtime business with the local banking and 

financial community, with a pr esentation that’s a bit less str essful and more leisurely at 

night. The venue is that of a typical French or British brasserie, with flavorful menu items inspired by Olde Europe and enough buzz and theatricality to keep vir tually anyone 

amused during the course of his or her meal. Jonny Roberts and his artist wife Fiona cook 

and ser ve, respectively, offering a successful array of dishes which include     coq au vin;

tempura versions of classic French frog’s legs; crepes filled with a confit of chicken with 140 garlic; steak au poivre; filet mignon with Yorkshire pudding; and a startlingly varied selec-

tion of fr esh local fish. E xamples include shrimp piri-piri and tuna pr epared Niçoise-

style, with tomatoes, peppers, and onions. D uring the midafternoon, ther e’s a tapas 

menu, any item of which seems to go w ell with cocktails.

95 Front St. & 441/292-4507. w ww.bolerobrasserie.com. Reser vations recommended on w eekends. 

Lunch main c ourses $16–$29; dinner main c ourses $17–$30. AE, DC, MC,  V. Mon–Fri 11:30am–2:30pm; 

Mon–Sat 6–10:30pm. Bus: 1, 2, 10, or 11.

Broadway Bistro at Coquille   FRENCH  Formerly known as La Coquille, this 

bistro has not only undergone a name change, but is better than the original.  The adja-

cent bar and lounge has become a popular r endezvous spot after dar k. An authentic 

French cuisine is served, some of the platters evoking those served in Paris. The waterside 

restaurant lies at the foot of H amilton Harbour. The cookery is backed up b y a sound 

technique, as evoked by such starters as pheasant terrine with a grapefruit marmalade or 

white beans and choriz o soup. Main dishes are classic bistro fare, including steak frites, 

 DINE duck confit, and fr og legs pr ovencale. D esserts ar e luscious, especially the warm and 

 

O                                                                                                                                                                                              “runny” chocolate cake with crème fraîche and a passion fruit coulis. T East Broadway, Hamilton. & 441/292-6122. www.lacoquille.bm. Main courses $21–$33. MC, V. Mon–Sat 

11:45am–2pm and 6–10pm. (Also serves dinner on summer Sundays). Bus: 1, 2, or 7.

WHERE                                                                                                                                                                                              Greg’s Steak house               STEAK & SEAFOOD  Some locals insist that no elected 

 

6 official in Bermuda would retain his or her office without r egular appearances at Greg’s  Steakhouse. Its location acr oss the str eet from Bermuda’s House of Assembly makes it 

convenient to the gears and machiner y of government, and as such, y ou’re likely at one 

time or another to see virtually everyone that matters in the close-knit, clubby infrastruc-

ARISH) ture kno wn as B ermuda politics. Although the chefs pr epare other dishes, including 

seafood and a delectable rack of lamb, most diners come here for grilled steaks, seafood, 

stiff drinks, and perhaps to gauge the mood of the island gossip. With its tones of saffron 

yellow and exposed har dwoods, and its theatrical vie w of the busy kitchens, it ev okes a 

stylish urban bistro. The kitchens feature only certified Angus beef, and it’s not only aged  (PEMBROKE P to perfection but also well flavored, perfectly cooked, and tender—the best steaks on the 

ON island. Other pleasing dishes include fresh Bermuda rockfish seafood ravioli in an herb-

T flavored butter sauce, and pasta primavera. Only the shellfish is exorbitant—most of the 

other dishes fall into the lower and middle areas of the price range noted belo w.

39 Church St. & 441/297-2333. Reservations recommended Sat–Sun. L unch sandwiches, salads, and 

main courses $12–$47; dinner main courses $20–$100 (lobster). AE, DC, MC, V. Mon–Fri noon–3pm; daily 

 OF HAMIL                                                                                                                                                                                              6:30–9:30pm. Bus 7, 8, 9, or 10. Y

CIT                                                                                                                                                                                              Harbourfront Restaurant and K omodaru Sushi L ounge                     ASIAN/MEDI-

TERRANEAN/SEAFOOD/SUSHI  This is the most talked about, most sought-after , 

and most fashionable restaurant in Bermuda, with combinations of Asian and European 

fare that aren’t easily available in most other restaurants. Set on the eastern edge of down-

town Hamilton, on the ground floor of the B ermuda Underwater Exploration Institute 

(BUEI), it gives every impression of not having a straight line anywhere within it—more 

like an intersecting jumble of sinuous, sun-flooded cur ves. There’s an etched aluminum 

bar near the entrance, a cozy , appealingly woodsy central dining r oom that ev okes a 

postmodern spin on a traditional B ritish pub, and a high-ceilinged second dining r oom 

where the light seems to leap into the room from the piers and yachts you’ll see through 

high banks of windo ws. Menu items are the kind of thing that food and dining maga-

zines like to featur e, such as rigatoni with chicken, spinach, and cr eam sauce; lobster 
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Tips  A Note on Hotel Dining

In high season (Apr–Nov), many resort hotels require guests to take the Modified 

American Plan (MAP), or half-board arrangement of breakfast and dinner. To spare guests the routine of eating in the same dining r oom every night, some 

hotels offer a “dine around” program. It allows you to dine at other hotels on your 

own meal plan or at somewhat reduced prices. Ask about dine-around arrange-

ments when booking your room.

 

salads; blackened codfish; Venetian-style calf’s liver; yellowfin tuna with a wasabi-flavored 

cream sauce; tuna or steak tartare; and char-broiled loin of veal with a shiitake mushroom 

sauce. Sushi, served Monday to Saturday from 5 to 10pm, is the specialty of the chef, and 

ranges in price from $6.50 to $15. There is also a vegetarian sushi served. Dessert might 

 

 DINE                                                                                                                                                                                              include a warm, partially melted chocolate pudding (“fondant au chocolat”). O T 40 Crow Lane, E. Broadway. & 441/295-4207. www.diningbermuda.com. Reservations recommended. 

Lunch main courses $15–$30; dinner main courses $22–$89 (lobster). AE, DC, MC, V. Mon–Sat 11:45am–

3pm. Daily 6–10pm. Bus: 1, 2, 10, or 11.

WHERE

Little Venice CONTINENTAL/ITALIAN  This is one of the most prominent Ital-

6 ian restaurants in Bermuda, a staple that has been her e as long as any one can remember. 

The owner, Emilio Barberrio (originally from Capri), is justly proud of his specialties. One 

star is a sav ory casseruola di pesce dello chef, which consists of a medley of local seafood—

including lobster, shrimp, mussels, clams, and several kinds of fish—cooked together with 

ARISH) white wine, herbs, and tomatoes. O ther choices include flav orful fish cho wder, spaghetti 

with seafood, several veal dishes, and an array of pastas, including superb homemade ravioli 

stuffed with tomatoes and ricotta. I talian wines ar e featured, in bottles and (less expen-

sively) in carafes. An abbreviated menu is offered at lunchtime. The downside to this place 

is that service here sometimes leaves much to be desired.

 (PEMBROKE P                                                                                                                                                                                              Bermudiana Rd. (btw. Par-la-Ville Rd. and  Woodbourne Ave.). &   441/295-3503. www.littlevenice.bm. ON Reservations recommended. Main courses $24–$43; AE, MC, V. Daily 11:45am–2:15pm and 6–10pm. Bus: 

T                                                                                                                                                                                              1, 2, 10, or 11.

The P ickled Onion  INTERNATIONAL  Originally built as a liquor war e-

house, overlooking Hamilton Harbour, this is a popular, reasonably priced dining choice 

 OF HAMIL and after-dark venue. The menu is satisfying, though not memorable.  You might begin  Y

CIT with Caribbean seafood salad, loaded with calamari, shrimp , fresh mussels, and other 

local fish, all in a basil vinaigr ette. Angus beef, cut and trimmed in-house, is the chef ’s 

signature dish; it ’s tender and cooked to y our specifications, accompanied b y steak-cut 

potatoes and zesty peppercorn sauce. Prime rib, sizzling pizza, and some of the island ’s 

best fish chowder are regularly featured.

The balcony opens onto Front Street. On Wednesday, Harbor Night, the busiest night 

of the week, the street is closed off and the scene becomes a festive mini-celebration, with 

street performers and vendors setting the tone (May–Oct). There is live entertainment 7 

nights a week during high season.

53 Front St. & 441/295-2263. www.thepickledonion.com. Reser vations recommended Wed and F ri–

Sat. Lunch main courses $11–$21; dinner main c ourses $15–$34. AE, DC, MC,  V. Sun–Thurs 11am–1am; 

Fri–Sat 11am–2am; Sun brunch 11am–5pm. Closed Dec 25. Bus: 1, 2, 10, or 11.

MODERATE 143

East Meets West CHINESE/INDIAN/MEDITERRANEAN  At this restaurant, 

bistro, and low-end takeout joint, the East truly meets the West—the cuisine is globally 

inspired. Culinary influences range fr om Asia to California. An appetiz er such as cold 

Mediterranean tuna with potato salad sounds simple but is a w ell-flavored entry into a 

meal. From the Bayou country of Louisiana comes a savory jambalaya served atop Cajun 

rice. The kettle of spicy rice noodles, with a M alaysian accent, is stir-fried. I ndian rotis 

are filled with lamb curry, and chicken breast is well seasoned and served with fresh broc-

coli. The chef r elies heavily on such ingr edients as lime juice, coconut milk, jalapeños, 

coriander, garlic, and, of course, lemongrass. This restaurant can be many things to many 

people, from a moderately priced and conv entional sit-down restaurant, to a slapdash 

takeout joint, depending on how you want to view it.

 

recommended. Main courses $10–$14. MC, V. Mon–Sat 7:30am–10pm. Bus: 2, 8, 10, or 11. WHERE  27 Bermudiana Ar cade, off Queen Str eet (btw. Reid and Chur ch sts). & 441/295-8580. Reser vations 

Flanagan’s Irish P ub & Restaur ant INTERNATIONAL  Flanagan’s occupies a 

prime position on Front Street, immediately across the street from the spot where cruise   TO

ships float at anchor during their Bermuda sojourns. Don’t judge the place by what you’ll   DINE

find on the street level, where pool tables and at least seven big-screen TVs broadcast up 

to three different international sporting events at a time, as pinball and automated poker 

games blare away in the corners.  Try to get a seat in the upstairs dining r oom or on the panoramic veranda (and your best chance to achieve that is to make reservations). 6

Flanagan’s is not kno wn for culinary distinction except in one categor y: It serves the  CIT

 

best fish cho wder in B ermuda. Fish cho wder is sometimes a bland dish, tasting like  Y OF HAMIL  boiled fish in milk, but at F lanagan’s, the dish has z est and flav or. That charbr oiled 

8-ounce sirloin that appears on your plate tastes even more delectable when served with 

a zesty peppercorn sauce. If you prefer lighter fare, opt for the daily changing menu of 

 

fresh fish, which will be grilled to per fection. TON  In the Emporium Building , 69 F ront St.  &  441/295-8299.  w ww.flanagans.bm. L unch main c ourses 

$11–$29; dinner main c ourses $13–$39. AE, MC,  V. Daily 11:30am–10pm; bar 11am–1am (happ y hour   (PEMBROKE P

5–7pm). Bus: 7 or 11.

Fresco’s Restaur ant &  Wine Bar   MEDITERRANEAN  Nestled in an early-

1900s building with a vaulted ceiling and thick stone walls, this cozy spot feels very much 

like a European wine cellar. We find dining and drinking wine here to be less boisterous 

and more satisfying than at the  ARISH)  Hog Penny  (p. 148) or the  Pickled Onion  (p. 142). A 

trellis-covered courtyard in back holds a handful of tables for alfresco dining. Oenophiles 

will appreciate the selection of mor e than 160 differ ent wines fr om around the world. 

The dress code is casual and the atmospher e is relaxed.

The menu changes monthly . The specialty is the fr esh catch of the day—perhaps 

mahimahi, tuna, or wahoo—which can be sear ed, grilled, or pan-fried. Another delec-

table option is sea scallops framed with potato and basil dumplings.  Whenever possible, 

local flavors such as papaya, cassav a, and loquats ar e used. O ne of the best desser ts on 

Bermuda is F resco’s chocolate mousse cake, fr eshly baked and ser ved with r oasted 

almonds, toffee, marshmallow ice cream, and pistachio crème.

Chancery Lane (bt w. Reid and F ront sts .). & 441/295-5058; w ww.frescos.bm Reser vations r ecom-

mended (required for wine cellar). Lunch main courses $10–$21; dinner main c ourses $24–$32. AE, MC, 

V. Mon–Fri noon–2:30pm; Mon–Sat 6–10pm; wine cellar opens at 5pm. Bus: 1, 2, 10, or 11.

144 Harley’s MEDITERRANEAN  The food at this popular hotel r estaurant exhibits 

some flair, making it a worthwhile choice even if you aren’t a Fairmont Hamilton Princess 

hotel guest. In warm weather, outdoor tables are placed near the swimming pool, creating 

the effect of a flowering terrace on the Italian Riviera.

People who are shopping in the City of Hamilton for the day often drop by for lunch, 

when there’s a large selection of salads. O ur favorite is the classic Caesar with grilled 

goujons (slices) of grouper. The catch of the day is available grilled, and there are burgers 

galore, including one served “topless.” Pizzas are also featured, and one part of the menu 

is designed just for kids.  The dinner menu is significantly better , with a choice of pas-

tas—the best is grilled salmon filets on linguine. We also recommend the prime rib, tuna, 

salmon, and rockfish. Many of the main dishes conjure up thoughts of sunny Italy. Also 

delicious are the beef tenderloin with shrimp, stuffed chicken breast served with shiitake 

mushrooms, and rack of lamb.

In the F airmont Hamilt on P rincess, 76 P itts Ba y Rd . & 441/295-3000. Reser vations r ecommended. 

Lunch main courses $17–$30; dinner main courses $30–$42. AE, MC, V. Daily 7–10:30am; Mon–Sat noon– DINE                                                                                                                                                                                              6pm; Sun 12:30–3:30pm; daily 6–10pm. Bus: 7 or 8. O

 T                                                                                                                                                                                              Heritage Court AMERICAN/BERMUDIAN  Inside the Fairmount Hamilton Prin-

cess, this is a safe choice for anything fr om a late br eakfast to a light lunch, perhaps 

WHERE afternoon tea or a rib-sticking dinner. It gets rather festive in the evening, when live piano 

music is featur ed (4:30–6:30pm) and the skilled bar tender cranks out r um punches. 

6 There’s also an ex cellent selection of single-malt whiskies along with both wine and 

champagne sold by the glass.

Most people come here for the food, though, which includes such specialties as char-

broiled filet of beef with a sweet butter and chipotle glaze with arugula-stuffed potatoes. ARISH) Perhaps you’ll opt for the chef ’s daily pasta special, or else pan-r oasted salmon with a 

tomato mushroom ragout with a brandy lobster and brandy r eduction. Appetizers are 

tangy and tasty, especially the Bloody Mary prawn cocktail or the sweet chile and garlic-

flavored pork ribs. E very day a differ ent special is featur ed at lunch, perhaps tandoori 

rockfish with saffr on B asmati rice and banana chutney . A t lunch y ou can also enjo y 

 (PEMBROKE P Bermuda fish chowder, delicious club sandwiches, and even spiny lobster burgers. What-

 

ON ever you believe to be true about this place will change, perhaps radically, if you venture  T  inside between May and October on any F riday night between 5:30 and 10pm.  Then, 

thanks to the hordes of singles who gather at the bar and on the nearb y verandas of the 

hotel that contains it, there might not be room to sit.

 OF HAMIL                                                                                                                                                                                              76 P itts Ba y Rd .         &         441/295-3000. Br eakfast $16; salads and sandwiches $11–$23; af ternoon t eas Y                                                                                                                                                                                              $8–$12; dinner main courses $17–$34. AE, DC, MC, V. Daily 10:30am–1am. Bus: 7 or 8.

CIT La Trattoria ITALIAN  This family-oriented r estaurant is tucked away in a narr ow 

alley 2 blocks north of the City of H amilton’s harborfront. There’s not a single cutting-

edge or glamorous thing about it, and that ’s just what the lo yal regulars like. The decor 

is straight out of old Naples, with a wood-burning pizza oven (the only one in Hamilton) 

and hanging Chianti bottles.  The attentive, if somewhat harried, waitstaff ser ves gener-

ous portions of rather standard, well-flavored Italian food. You’ll find 17 kinds of pizza, 

and the kitchen is happy to create variations for you. Pastas include lasagna and spaghetti 

pescatore. Veal can be ordered parmigiana style or milanese, and ther e’s a revolving array 

of fresh fish. If you’re very demanding of your Italian cuisine, you’ll fare better at Little 

Venice (p. 142).

23 Washington Lane (in the middle of the block bor dered by Reid, Church, Burnaby, and Queen sts .). 145

& 441/295-1877. Reser vations r ecommended. P izzas $11–$16; lunch main c ourses $6–$16; dinner 

main courses $10–$25. AE, MC,  V. Mon–Sat 11:30am–3:30pm and 5:30–10pm (t o 10:30pm in summer). 

Bus: 1, 2, 10, or 11.

 

Lobster Pot & B oat House Bar      SEAFOOD  For standard island dishes, this traditional favorite one-ups its neighbor Hog Penny (p. 148). Near the Hamilton Prin-

cess Hotel, within a 5-minute driv e of the hear t of the City of H amilton, this is one of 

the most consistently popular restaurants on the island—a fixture since 1973. The Lob-

ster Pot’s cedar plank walls spor t brass and bamboo trim, and such under water touches 

as fishing nets, branches of coral, and sea fans. There’s a bar near the entrance if you want 

a before-dinner drink, and a dining room behind it. Menu items include both Maine and 

spiny Caribbean lobster, each prepared seven different ways. Fish sandwiches and platters 

of hogfish, wahoo, tuna, and r ockfish are prepared any way y ou want; w e prefer them 

grilled with amandine, banana, or lemon-butter sauce.  The best starter is a cup or bo wl  WHERE

of steaming Bermuda fish chowder. It’s savory brown and enhanced with sherry peppers 

 

and shots of black rum. If you like it, you won’t be alone—visitors haul quarts of the stuff   TO  (frozen) back to North America. DINE  6 Bermudiana Rd.  &  441/292-6898.  Reservations recommended. Lunch main courses $13–$23; dinner 

main courses $25–$64. MC,  V. Mon–Sat 11am–3pm, 5:30–11pm. Closed Sunda ys and public holida ys. 

Bus: 1, 2, 10, or 11.

 

L’Oriental ASIAN  Located in the same building as     Little V enice (p . 142),      6

 

diverse as those of Malaysia, Thailand, Japan, and China. The restaurant is situated in a  Y  mahogany-and-stone-lined room with bridges, a pagoda, and lots of Oriental art. Within  L’Oriental is a pan-Asian r estaurant with a penchant for gracefully mixing cuisines as  CIT

 OF HAMIL

the efficiently organized space, you’ll find an oyster, salmon, sushi, and caviar bar; and a 

teppanyaki table where a team of J apan-trained chefs prepares food on a super-hot grill 

right in front of you. Since L’Oriental prides itself on the v ariety of its all-Asian cuisine, 

no one will mind if you “fuse” together a meal from the far corners of the world’s biggest  TON

continent. Tuesday night featur es a winning all-Chinese sampler menu, with tastings   (PEMBROKE P

from most of the selections on the menu.  The cuisine is r eliable without ev er rising to 

the ranks of sublime. L’Oriental is a good choice for vegetarians and the health conscious. 

Most dishes are at the lower end of the price range listed belo w.

32 Bermudiana Rd . (abo ve Little  Venice r estaurant). & 441/296-4477. Reser vations r ecommended. 

Main courses $8–$49. AE, MC, V. Mon–Fri 11:30am–2pm; daily 6–10pm. Bus: 7 or 11. ARISH)

Primavera ITALIAN  Tired of the traditional steak and seafood ser ved at most City 

of Hamilton restaurants? Long a staple on the dining scene, P rimavera offers the z esty 

flavors of I taly, fr om r egions ranging fr om R ome to S icily, and ev en some S ardinian 

dishes. We won’t say that this has the best Italian food in the City of Hamilton, because 

many diners prefer Little Venice (p. 142). But what you get here is retro fare that would 

have suited the Rat Pack. Savory appetizers come hot or cold and range from fresh oysters 

to fresh mussels served in a zesty marinara sauce. For your main course, opt for the gnoc-

chi verdi with Gorgonzola cheese and walnuts, or the tenderloin of beef in a peppercorn 

sauce. Our favorite main dish is the zuppa di pesce alla Livornese, a savory kettle of clams, 

mussels, jumbo shrimp, and fish filets with fresh tomatoes, wine, and garlic sauce served 

in a sizzling cast-ir on pan. Top off y our meal with an espr esso or a fr othy cappuccino. 

The service is impeccable.

146

 

Kids F amily-Friendly Restaurants

 

Bacci (p. 133)  Bacci is one of the only eat eries within the F airmont S outh-ampton Resort that’s specifically designated as family-friendly, and it t ends to 

attract goodly numbers of par ents with t eenaged and y ounger childr en in 

tow, especially during early dinner hours .

Bailey’s Ic e Cr eam & F ood D ’Lites Restaur ant (p . 153)  Bailey’s is a g reat place to take the k ids for some all-natural ice cream on a hot, sunn y day. They 

also ser ve sandwiches if y ou’re look ing for more than just a snack .

Café Gio (p. 154)  What k id wouldn’t be dra wn to this c olorful cafe with its selection of pizzas and an ic e-cream parlor on the pr emises?

Palm Court (p. 153)  This restaurant is of par ticular appeal t o families, since, according t o local wits , ther e w ould be absolut ely no judg ments r endered 

 DINE                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    even if y ou sho wed up with an entir e boist erous orphanage . I t’s casual and O

 T                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    cost-conscious, with bur gers and pizzas a vailable for the less-adv enturous.

Wickets (p . 136)  The childr en’s menu at this popular spot in the F airmont 

WHERE                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    Southampton makes this a g reat plac e t o take the k ids. I f y ou arriv e bef ore 

6:30pm, k ids can or der dinner fr om the lo wer-priced lunch menu .

6

 

In Hamilton West, 69 Pitts Bay Rd. (btw. Front St. and the Fairmont Hamilton). & 441/295-2167. www. ARISH) primaverarestaurant.com. Reser vations r ecommended. L unch main c ourses $11–$26; dinner main 

courses $16–$39. AE, MC, V. Daily 11:45am–2:30pm and 6:30–10:30pm. Bus: 7 or 8.

Silk  THAI  With an authentic cuisine sometimes based on recipes from the old 

Kingdom of S iam, a team of chefs fr om the S hangri-La Hotel in B angkok dazzle local 

palates with the stormy flav ors of their home countr y. E vocative ar omas and subtle 

 (PEMBROKE P blends of herbs and spices characterize the cuisine. Start with a prawns and coconut wrap 

ON or a duck and mango salad.  The curries, especially one made with chicken br east in a  T

green curry coconut milk sauce, ar e exceptional. In addition to a number of spicy rice 

and noodle dishes, y ou can order such delights as stir-fried duck br east with baby corn 

chili and basil sauce or else marinated pan-fried quail in a so y sauce laced with cilantr o 

 

 OF HAMIL and garlic. O ur favorite specialty is the spicy steamed filet of r ed snapper ser ved on a  Y  banana leaf and topped with a ginger and chile sauce.  CIT  Master Building, 55 Front St.  &  441/295-0449.  www.silk.bm. Reservations recommended. Lunch main 

courses $15–$26; dinner main courses $15–$30. AE, MC, V. Sun–Fri noon–2:30pm; daily 6:30–10pm. Bus: 

1, 2, 10, or 11.

 

INEXPENSIVE

Chopsticks Restaurant CHINESE/THAI  Sooner or later, that craving for Chi-

nese food rears its head. Although it’s off the beaten track at the eastern end of the City 

of Hamilton, Chopsticks offers B ermuda’s best Chinese and  Thai food, including spicy 

soup, tangy pork ribs, and seafood. The chef specializes in Szechuan, Hunan, Thai, and 

Cantonese dishes, with an emphasis on fresh vegetables and delicate sauces. We love the 

excellent jade chicken, with spears of broccoli, mushrooms, and water chestnuts in a mild Peking wine sauce. P eking duck (ser ved only for two) must be or dered 24 hours in  147

advance. The best Thai dish is green curry chicken (chicken breast strips simmered with 

onions and bamboo shoots and ser ved with fr esh basil, coconut milk, and gr een-curry 

paste); it can be pr epared mild, spicy, or hot. M ost of the dishes ar e the standard ones 

you’d find in any North American Chinese restaurant, including sweet-and-sour chicken, 

beef in oyster sauce, and shrimp in lobster sauce. Some dishes, including the duck in red 

curry, have real flair.

88 Reid St. & 441/292-0791; www.bermudarestaurants.com. Reservations recommended. Lunch main 

courses $9–$14; dinner main c ourses $12–$27. AE, MC,  V. Mon–Fri noon–2:30pm; daily 5–11pm. Closed 

public holidays. Bus: 1, 2, 10, or 11.

Coconut Rock/Yashi INTERNATIONAL/SUSHI  This liv ely, informal eater y in 

the center of the City of Hamilton is both a drinking and a dining destination. German-

born Christian Herzog, with his two Bermuda-born partners, preside over a main restau- WHERE

rant and two popular bars where music videos play. The place is a bit of a discovery and 

not likely to be o verrun. Your best bet for dinner is the fish of the day , most often pan-

 

seared and served in lemon-butter sauce with potatoes and vegetables. Spicy linguine and   TO  tiger shrimp in spicy tomato sauce ar e two of our fav orites. Chicken quesadillas ar e a  DINE  fast-moving item, as are Buffalo chicken wings in honey and hot sauce.

Within a separate room in back there’s a sushi bar, Yashi, with one of the widest and 

best selections in Bermuda, including such exotica as flying-fish eggs and wahoo.

Williams House, 10 Reid St. & 441/292-1043. Reservations recommended Sat–Sun. Lunch main courses  6

$9–$18; dinner main c ourses $16–$30. Full sushi meals at  Yashi $30–$40. AE, MC,  V. Mon–Sat 11:30am– CIT  2:30pm; daily 6–10:30pm. Bus: 1, 2, 10, or 11.

Green Lantern  OF HAMILY

Value INTERNATIONAL  This unpretentious Formica-clad diner 

offers value in the often-expensive City of Hamilton. It’s a safe place to stav e off starva-

tion, but not a prime spot for collecting recipes for Gourmet magazine. The limited menu 

 

changes every day, but you’ll always find fresh fish, roasted chicken, and roast beef. The  TON  menu might also feature meatloaf and pork chops, lamb chops and stewed oxtail, or cur-

ried chicken and steak. N o liquor is ser ved, but y ou can bring y our own bottle.  The   (PEMBROKE P

setting is a century-old house about a mile w est of the city limits of H amilton; the out-

side is painted—you guessed it—a pale shade of green, and the clientele is, indeed, very, 

very local.

Serpentine Rd. (at P itts Bay Rd.). & 441/295-6995. Main courses $12–$23. AE, MC,  V. Mon–Tues and 

Thurs–Sat 9am–9pm; Wed 9am–3pm. Closed 1st 2 weeks in Mar. Bus: 1, 2, 10, or 11. ARISH)

The Hickory Stick DELI/LIGHT BITES  Near the Hamilton Princess, the Hickory 

Stick is the most popular delicatessen and takeout r estaurant in the city. It serves 1,000 

customers a day, including lots of office workers. Although one section seems like a cof-

fee shop (with scones, doughnuts, and morning coffee), most customers come her e for 

overstuffed sandwiches and takeout meals. I t ain’t glamorous: You’ll stand in line, or der 

your food, pay, and carr y your food to a table. O fferings include steaming por tions of 

chicken Parmesan and fish cakes. Even more popular are the salads, sandwiches, and hot 

dogs, all of which can be wrapped up for a picnic—the staff provides paper napkins and 

plastic cutlery on request. The restaurant has added a sushi bar. Advance telephone orders are accepted—a good idea if you don’t want to wait.

2 Church St. (at Bermudiana Rd.). & 441/292-1781. Salads $4–$6; sandwiches and platt ers $4–$12. No 

credit cards. Daily 6:30am–4pm (closing times vary). Bus: 1, 2, 10, or 11.

148 Hog P enny BERMUDIAN/BRITISH  A bit tir ed these days, H og Penny r emains 

Bermuda’s most famous and enduring pub , serving draft beer and ale to each ne w gen-

eration of mainlanders who head here, probably on the advice of their grandparents. The 

dark paneled r ooms are decorated in the B ritish style, with old fishing and farm tools, 

bentwood chairs, and antique mirr ors. At lunch y ou can or der pub specials (including 

shepherd’s pie) or tuna salad and the like.  The kitchen pr epares a number of passable 

curries, including chicken and lamb . Fish and chips, and steak-and-kidney pie ar e the 

perennial favorites, and they are comparable to what you’d find in a London pub. Dinner 

is more elaborate; the menu might include a whole lobster , a fresh fish of the day (per-

haps Bermuda yellowfin tuna), and ex cellent Angus beef. The food is better upstairs at 

the Barracuda Grill (p. 139). There’s nightly entertainment from 9:30pm to 1am; dress 

is casual.

5 Burnaby H ill. & 441/292-2534. Reser vations recommended. Lunch main c ourses $13–$25; dinner 

main courses $15–$32. AE, MC,  V. Daily 11:30am–3pm, 5:30–10pm; pub hours daily 11:30am–1am. Bus: 

1, 2, 10, or 11.

O                                                                                                                                                                                              House of India DINE                                                   Finds INDIAN  This is one of the few Indian restaurants in Ber- T muda, and the only one in the City of Hamilton itself. As such, it’s viewed as something 

of a dining oddity, even though its fans insist that the food her e can be genuinely won-

WHERE derful. Within a dining room that’s decorated with Indian paintings and woodcarvings, 

on the northern edge of the City of Hamilton, you’ll enjoy a menu that specializes in the 

6 slow-cooked, often-spicy cuisine of nor thern India. There are a wide v ariety of vegetar-

ian, beef, lamb, and chicken dishes, prepared to whatever degree of spiciness you request. 

Our favorite dishes on the menu ar e lamb maas (lamb simmer ed in an array of spices) 

and beef rogan josh (Indian curry with a variety of spices, plus yogurt and tomatoes). A ARISH) buffet lunch is served weekdays, including a wide selection of vegetarian dishes. The chefs 

point out that except for breads and pastries, all dishes are free of gluten and wheat.

Park View Plaza, 57 North St. & 441/295-6450. Main courses $10–$18. MC, V. Mon–Fri 11:30am–2:30pm; 

daily 5:30–10pm. Bus: 7 or 8.

 (PEMBROKE P Jamaican Grill CARIBBEAN/JAMAICAN  This casual, aggr essively local eater y 

ON specializes in the spicy cooker y of Jamaica and also ser ves other West Indian specialties. 

T It’s geared mostly to the takeout cr owd who place their or ders downstairs. You can also 

sit at tables upstairs. Frankly, we don’t recommend it or the neighborhood that contains 

it for ev ening meals, but at lunchtime, it r epresents v alue for simple, local food. N o 

alcohol is offered, but customers consume either natural juices or ice tea at their meals. 

Y Many of the juices ar e of the health-bar v ariety, including mango, carr ot, or a ginger-  OF HAMIL

CIT flavored pineapple concoction. The Jamaican national dish, ackee and salt fish, is ser ved 

here with peas and rice. You can also order such classics as jerk chicken, curried goat, or 

oxtail stew. We are especially fond of the pineapple-glaz ed chicken, and ther e are also 

such old favorites as macaroni and cheese or roast beef in a mushroom sauce. Unless you 

order lobster, most main dishes are priced at the lower end of the range listed belo w.

32 Court St. & 441/296-6577. www.jamaicangrillbda.com. Reservations recommended Sat–Sun. Main 

courses $13–$29. AE, MC, V. Mon–Thurs 7am–10pm; Fri–Sat 7am–11pm; Sun 3–9pm. Bus: 7 or 8.

Lemon Tree Café CONTINENTAL  Right in the center of Hamilton, this upmarket 

cafe is being disco vered by more and more visitors. You can drop in here for breakfast, 

ordering some unusual concoctions in addition to the standar d scrambled eggs and 

bacon. Try, for example, a Bermuda fish cake served on a raisin bun. For lunch you might 

opt for one of their freshly made sandwiches, our favorite being the Parma ham with Brie 

cheese. Ask the staff about the daily specials—perhaps chilled fr esh salmon with a garlic 149

blue-cheese dressing or one of the “wraps,” such as one filled with crabmeat and avocado. 

The chicken salad is arguably the best in H amilton. Between May and O ctober, every 

Friday beginning at around 5pm it stays open to serve drinks to local office workers, who 

transform the place for a fe w hours into something akin to a convivial singles bar . The place is at its best when customers and their tables expand outwar d into neighboring 

Par-la-Ville Park.

7 Queen St. & 441/292-0235. Br eakfast main c ourses $4–$8. Sandwiches $6.50–$12. M ain c ourses 

$10–$20. MC, V. Mon–Fri 7am–4pm; Sat 7am–2pm. Bus: 1, 2, 10, or 11.

Paradiso Cafe DELI/LIGHT BITES  One of the City of H amilton’s most consis-

tently crowded lunch spots, with big v oyeuristic front windows that allo w peek-a-boo 

views out into the passersby outside, the Paradiso Cafe serves hundreds of office workers 

every day. The most popular choices are pastries, sandwiches, and endless cups of tea and  WHERE

very good coffee, and the platters of the day ar e full meals in themselves. Depending on 

what’s av ailable at the mar ket, daily specials might include lasagna with a side salad, 

savory breast of chicken with greens, or a platter of “deep-fried rice” with minced beef or   TO

pork.  DINE

In the  Washington M all, Reid St. (at Queen St.).    & 441/295-3263. Reser vations not ac cepted. Sand-

wiches $6–$10; daily specials $9. MC,  V (for purchases of $25 or mor e). Mon–Fri 7:30am–5pm; Sat 8am–

5pm. Bus: 1, 2, 10, or 11.

Pasta Basta 6  ITALIAN  This is the larger of two B ermuda restaurants that ser ve the 

same cafeteria-style pasta-and-salad combination. P asta B asta’s I talian cuisine seems  CIT

 

almost utilitarian, ranking far below those restaurants already recommended, and there’s  Y OF HAMIL  virtually no romance associated with the place at all, but its prices ar e very low.

In a summery setting, customers are offered two kinds of salad (tossed and Caesar) and 

about a dozen varieties of pasta. S erved in full or half por tions, they include two kinds 

 

of lasagna (one is meatless), plus a fr equently changing array of pastas topped with a  TON  choice of meat, seafood, and vegetarian sauces. The daily special is likely to be shells with  (PEMBROKE P  sausage and onions, in a pink sauce.  This restaurant is a great place to fill up on decent 

food at a reasonable price. Note: No wine, beer, or alcohol is ser ved, and local licensing 

laws do not permit you to bring your own drinks.

1 Elliott St. & 441/295-9785. Reservations not accepted. Pastas $9 half por tion or $16 full por tion. No 

credit cards. Mon–Sat 11:45am–11pm; Sun 5–11pm. Bus: 1, 2, 10, or 11.

Portofino ITALIAN  The warm and inviting decor of this trattoria, complete with  ARISH)

hanging lamps, evokes northern Italy. We think La Trattoria (p. 144) will feed you bet-

ter, but this place has its dev otees, and some locals insist that it ’s the most r omantic-looking Italian restaurant in Bermuda.

You’ll find w ell-prepared, reasonably priced specialties, including classic minestr one; 

three kinds of spaghetti; fr eshly made pastas, including lasagna, ravioli, and cannelloni; 

and 18 varieties of 9-inch pizzas. There are also familiar Italian dishes such as Venetian-

style liver, veal parmigiana, chicken cacciator e, and beefsteak pizzaiola. S ome members 

of the long-lived Italian staff have been here longer than virtually anyone can remember, 

adding to its sense of stability and charm.  Your best bet is one of the fr eshly made daily 

specials. There’s a limited selection of Italian wines.

20 Bermudiana Rd. & 441/292-2375. Reservations recommended. Pizzas $14; main c ourses $12–$40. 

AE, MC, V. Mon–Fri noon–3pm; Sat–Sun 6pm–midnight. Bus: 1, 2, 10, or 11.

150 The Robin Hood INTERNATIONAL  Woodsy-looking and percolating in a sense of 

nostalgia for Merrie Olde England, this is a comfor tably rustic tavern that has ev olved 

into the local watering hole for many of Pembroke Parish’s nearby residents. No one will 

mind if y ou drop in just for a drink or two, and many of y our fellow elbow-benders 

traditionally do that many nights until the closing bell. But if you’re in the mood for food 

as well, you’ll find the kind of fare (pizzas, burgers, steaks, and curries) that goes well with 

liquor and suds. Menu items include jalapeño nachos, spicy buffalo wings, Caesar salads 

with shrimp or grilled chicken, and pizzas (including a “ porker” that ’s topped with 

bacon, ham, gr ound sausage, pepper oni, and hamburger meat). M ain-course platters 

include sweet-and-sour chicken, pastas of the day, and curried versions of chicken, beef, 

and shrimp.

25 Richmond Rd. & 441/295-3314. Lunch salads and sandwiches $6; platt ers $9–$16. Dinner pizzas 

$8–$24, main courses $12–$25. AE, MC,  V. Daily noon–11pm; bar M on–Sat 11am–1am, Sun noon–1am. 

Bus: 6 or 7.

 DINE The Spot Restaurant Value BERMUDIAN/WEST INDIAN  Set on a street run-

 

O ning downhill into downtown Hamilton’s harbor, this is an intensely local diner which   T  offers a welcome alternative to the high prices you’re likely to find in many other nearby 

restaurants. Originally established in the 1930s, it attracts a clientele of off-duty police 

WHERE officers, construction workers, nurses fr om the local hospital, r esidents of nearb y self-

catering v acation apar tments, and all kinds of local r esidents who appr eciate the lo w 

6 prices and plentiful portions. You’ll find breakfast platters that range fr om international 

(all kinds of bacon, egg, pancake, and waffle dishes) to West Indian (codfish with potato 

fritters). Your best bet involves scheduling lunch here, but not necessarily dinner. Meals 

ARISH focus on burgers, salads, sandwiches, and daily specials such as r oast turkey or chicken 

 P platters, oxtail stew, lamb or pork chops, or curried chicken. No alcoholic drinks of any 

S kind are served, but since ther e are no shortages of bars within the neighborhood for a 

before-dinner drink, no one seems to mind.

 SMITH’ 6 Burnaby St. & 441/292-6293. Reservations accepted only for parties of 6 or mor e. Breakfast platters 

$7–$12; burgers, sandwiches, and salads $8–$13; main-course platters $8–$24. No credit cards. Mon–Sat 

6:30am–10pm. Bus: 1, 2, 10, or 11.

 

7  SMITH’S PARISH

 

EXPENSIVE

The Bermudiana/The Breakers INTERNATIONAL  Some clients of this hotel 

define this as two restaurants, others as one, but r egardless, a team of skilled chefs wor k 

to please you within the dining facilities at Pink Beach Club & Cottages (p. 113). At least 

one, and often, both, will be open during the months the hotel is operating, but which 

of the two (the B ermudiana is an indoor v enue, the Breakers is on an outdoor terrace) 

appeals to you will depend on the w eather and the season. Chef Michael Ryan takes his 

inspiration from many light and healthy contemporar y styles of cooking and pr epares 

traditional dishes with less fat.  The aim is to pr oduce appetizing food with first-rate 

ingredients, light textur es, and natural flav ors. H e uses fr esh herbs fr om the gar den 

nearby and builds a menu around the fishermen’s daily catch. Appetizers include classics 

such as Bermuda fish chowder and Caesar salad, as well as more imaginative fare such as 

wild mushr oom str udel or Scottish smoked salmon scented with ricotta cheese and 

truffles.

At the P ink Beach Club & C ottages. S outh Rd. & 441/293-1666; w ww.pinkbeach.com. Reser vations 151

required for dinner, recommended for lunch. L unch main c ourses $11–$25; dinner main c ourses $25–

$45. Fixed price menus $45, $55, and $65. AE, MC,  V. Daily noon–2:30pm and 6:30–9:30pm. Closed mid-

Dec to Mar. Bus: 1.

 

MODERATE

North Rock Br ewing C ompany     Finds BERMUDIAN/INTERNA TIONAL 

Although beer is brewed by other enterprises in Bermuda, this is the only brewery on the 

island that serves most, if not all, of its pr oduct on the premises. The setting is a some-

times rowdy replica of an E nglish pub, complete with ceiling beams and paneling, plus 

a casually upscale dining r oom outfitted in shades of burgundy and for est green. Most 

patrons tend to gravitate to the dining room, but dyed-in-the-wool locals sometimes opt 

to spend their entir e time, meal and all, in the pub section. U ntil recently, at least fiv e 

 

kinds of beer w ere brewed within the pr emises here. However, a few years ago brewing  WHERE  operations were moved to the Dockyard. Fresh beer, however, is still hauled over in bar-

rels at frequent intervals.

If you come here to drink the local br ew, that’s fine, but we suggest you stick around   T

for the cuisine too. This is not the typical pub grub dished up at one of those Front Street  O

 DINE

drinking emporiums in the City of H amilton. Dishes here have flair, such as the B rew-

master’s veal chop, grilled and served with grain and D ijon mustard sauce. You can also 

order pub classics such as steak-and-ale pie, or perhaps beef and mushr ooms simmered 

in porter ale. The fish and chips aren’t bad either, and we like the luscious pork tenderloin  6

 

and the codfish cakes. Unless you order expensive shellfish, most dishes are inexpensively  HAMIL  priced.

10 South Rd. & 441/236-6633. Lunch main courses $12–$24; dinner main courses $18–$32. AE, DC, MC, 

V. Daily 11:30am–3pm (until 4:30pm Sat–Sun) and 6–10pm. Bus: 1. TON

INEXPENSIVE  P

ARISH

Specialty Inn INTERNATIONAL  This south-shore restaurant’s international menu 

revolves around Bermudian cuisine with Italian zest. Seating 35 to 40 (mostly locals), the 

inn is known for its value, generous portions, and its sense of fun, unpretentious cooking. 

Red bean soup , an ideal star ter, reflects the island ’s Portuguese influence; and the B er-

muda fish chowder is particularly good. The fresh catch of the day is usually delectable. 

Pasta dishes, including lasagna, ar e homemade. P oultry and meat, though fr ozen, are 

generally ex cellent—the r oast lamb and barbecued chicken ar e especially tasty . M any 

other dishes display influences that r un from Chinese and I ndian to Mexican, Spanish, 

and Portuguese.

Collectors Hill, 4 South Rd. & 441/236-3133. Lunch main courses $12–$18; dinner main c ourses $16–

$26. MC, V. Mon–Sat 6am–10pm. Bus: 1.

 

8  HAMILTON PARISH

 

VERY EXPENSIVE

Tom Moore’s Tavern  CONTINENTAL/FRENCH  Bermuda’s oldest restaurant, 

built in 1652 as a priv ate home, is on  Walsingham Bay, near the Crystal Caves. The Irish 

romantic poet Thomas Moore visited in 1804 and wrote some of his verses here; he referred 

to a calabash tree that still stands some 180m (590 ft.) fr om the tavern. The most famous 

dining room in Bermuda has gone through many incarnations. When Bologna-born Bruno 152 Fiocca and his  Venetian par tner Franco Bor toli opened the pr esent tav ern in 1985, it  

quickly became one of the island’s most popular upscale restaurants. With its four fireplaces 

and darkened cedar walls, this landmar k establishment ser ves classic F rench and I talian 

cuisine. Its fans hav e referred to this place as one of the most appealing and poetically

evocative restaurants in Bermuda.

Seafood is a specialty. During the summer, there’s usually a tank of B ermuda lobsters 

outside. Local fish selections ar e likely to include r ockfish and yellowtail, which may be 

your best bet. One reader wrote that he found the place “ very expensive, but worth the 

price, as the service and atmosphere are both top-notch.” He also noted, “The cuisine is 

not light, however. Extremely well-prepared meals contain v ery rich sauces.” He’s right. 

But if y ou’re in the mood for a rich dinner , we recommend the chef ’s specialty: quail 

filled with goose liver, morels, and truffles, then baked in puff pastr y. Two other recom-

mendations are roasted duck in a raspberr y vinaigrette and Latino-style jambalaya.  The 

setting, English silver, German crystal, Luxembourg china, and general ambience con-

tribute to a memorable visit.

 DINE                                                                                                                                                                                              Walsingham Lane (in Bailey ’s Ba y).    &      441/293-8020. w ww.tommoores.com. Reser vations r equired. O

 T                                                                                                                                                                                              Jacket preferred. Main dishes $28–$40. AE, V. Daily 6:30–10pm. Closed Jan 5–Feb 14. Bus: 1 or 3.

 

EXPENSIVE

WHERE                                                                                                                                                                                              Mickey’s Beach Bistro & Bar               STEAK/SEAFOOD  In Bermuda’s most famous 

 

6 hotel, the Elbow Beach Hotel (p. 104), this terrace dining room under the stars is Ber-

muda’s only bistro-on-the-beach. It’s even been suggested that to be in Bermuda anytime 

between April and N ovember and to not visit this place inv olves missing par t of the 

“spirit” of the island. P rotected by a large custom-made tent, this is one of the island ’s 

ARISH best venues for summer dining and it’s also ideal for a sundowner cocktail. The cooking 

 P is light and inventive and never overdresses the fresh ingredients. For a Caribbean touch, 

ON you might opt for a ske wer of scallops and pineapple grilled with a light lemon sauce.  T

Salmon is grilled to per fection and comes with a lemon sauce.  The crab cakes ar e well 

HAMIL flavored and contain lots of crab , and B ermuda lobster is featur ed almost daily. Meat-

lovers may prefer the grilled Angus sirloin steak with a grainy mustard sauce. For dessert, 

nothing tops the mango cheesecake with orange sauce.

At the Elbo w Beach Hot el, 60 S outh Rd. & 441/236-9107. Reser vations recommended. Lunch main 

courses $14–$28; dinner main courses $13–$31. AE, MC, V. Daily noon–4pm and 6–11pm. Bar 10am–1am. 

Closed Nov–Apr. Bus: 1, 2, or 7.

The Point Restaur ant  MEDITERRANEAN  There’s a “land menu ” her e 

and a “ sea menu,” but whether it swims or walks, Chef S erge Bottelli wants quality 

products. He is also inventive, because as he claims, “In Bermuda you find yourself eating 

the same things.” Whenever possible, he buys all meat, v egetables, and seafood locally . 

For example, he gets chicken and lamb fr om Wadson’s Farm, whose o wner also br eeds 

Bermuda pigs. The restaurant celebrates Bermuda’s maritime heritage with an extraordi-

nary mural of seafaring ships from the mid-1800s. Guests can wine and dine in luxurious 

surroundings, enjoying the sunset over Harrington Sound al fresco on the terrace. S eri-

ous foodies can also enjoy the “chef’s table” in a kitchen where a customized tasting menu 

is available for up to a doz en people. Constantly searching for new taste explosions, the 

chef promises to invent something different every day.

60 Tucker’s Point Hotel & Spa, 60  Tucker’s Point Club Dr., Hamilton Parish. & 441/298-9800. Reserva-

tions required. Main courses $35–$56. Daily 6:30-9:30pm. Bus: 1, 3, 10, or 11.

MODERATE 153

LandFall BERMUDIAN  Landfall has thriv ed in the district near the airpor t for 

almost as long as anyone can remember. It’s set within a white-sided antique home that’s 

at least 200 years old, with a view that some locals claim is the best in Bermuda. Though 

far from the sea, the vie w encompasses large str etches of seacoast, as w ell as faraway S t. 

David’s Island. One of the island ’s best known chefs, Seab Ming, took over a few years 

ago. An expert on Bermuda’s cuisine, Ming brings many island specialties to the menu, 

incorporating fresh local foodstuffs whenev er he can.  Try his r ockfish in orange sauce, 

Bermuda lobster, fish chowder, pumpkin soup, and cassava cake.

At Clearview Suites and Villas, Sandy Lane & 441/293-1322. Lunch main courses $12–$18; dinner main 

courses $20–$35. AE, DC, MC, V. Daily 10am–10pm. Bus: 10 or 11.

Palm Court    Kids CONTINENTAL  Set within the Grotto Bay Beach Resort (see 

p. 108), this r estaurant is of par ticular appeal to families, since, accor ding to local wits,  WHERE

there would be absolutely no judgments r endered even if you showed up with an entir e 

boisterous orphanage. Casual and cost-conscious, the setting featur es terra-cotta tiles, 

mahogany, and decor with a tropical theme. The chefs focus on Bermuda itself for their   TO

culinary inspiration: Oven-roasted salmon is served, along with succulent steaks. You can   DINE

also dine on light fare in the evening, including a beef dip sandwich or juicy burgers and 

pizzas. You can arrive early for an island cocktail at the elegant bar .

 

At the Grotto Bay Beach Resort, 11 Blue Hole Hill. & 441/293-8333; www.grottobay.com. Reservations  6

recommended. AE, MC, V. Main courses $12–$32. Daily 6:30–9pm. Bus: 1, 3, 10, or 11.

Rustico HAMIL  ITALIAN/PIZZERIA  This is a local fav orite known for its thin-cr ust pizzas 

and other dishes such as tempura-fried soft-shell crab or rockfish with a Black Sea ginger 

 

(often made fr om fish) or else a homemade burger . At night the pizza o ven is going   PARISH  strong, with the R ustico special topping being P arma ham, ar ugula salad, and shav ed  sauce. It is casual and quite a bit of fun.  You can stop in during the day for sandwiches  TON

Parmesan cheese. Pastas are succulent, especially the rigatoni with a sweet Italian sausage, 

roasted red pepper, broccoli, and cherr y tomatoes in a wine sauce. Each day a fr eshly 

made fish chowder is presented to get you going. Main meat or poultry courses are lim-

ited but full of flavor, especially the roast lamb chops with a shallot-laced tarragon sauce.

8 N. Shor e Rd. (in F latts Village). & 441/295-5212. Reser vations recommended. Lunch main c ourses 

$7–$14; dinner main courses $11–$24. AE, MC, V. Daily 11:45am–2:30pm and 6–10pm. Bus: 10 or 11.

 

INEXPENSIVE

Bailey’s Ice Cream & F ood D’Lites Restaurant Kids DELI/LIGHT BITES/ICE CREAM  This ice-cream parlor near Grotto Bay Resort and the airport occupies a small 

cottage. For all-natural, homemade ice cream, there’s no comparable spot in Bermuda—the 

staff concocts at least 30 flav ors in the shop ’s 40-quart ice-cream maker. You can enjo y 

Bermuda banana, coconut, white-chocolate cherries and chips, or other ex otic flavors at 

one of the outdoor tables.  The popular sandwiches ar e served on fresh-baked bread. Also 

featured are fresh fruit ices, frozen yogurt, and bottled juices—perfect on a hot, sunny day.

At Wilkinson Ave. and Blue Hole H ill (in Bailey ’s Bay). & 441/293-8605. Sandwiches $5–$8; ic e cream 

$3.40 per scoop. No credit cards. Daily 11am–6pm. Closed Dec–Feb. Bus: 1, 3, 10, or 11.

Swizzle Inn Bailey’s Bay BERMUDIAN/BRITISH  The oldest pub in Bermuda—

some 300 years old—is also the home of the famous B ermuda rum swizzle drink (made 

with sugar and citr us juice).  The pub lies w est of the airpor t, near the C rystal Caves. 

154 Thousands of business cards and reams of graffiti cover the walls. The Bermudian maga-

zine voted the meaty Swizzleburger best in Bermuda; other freshly prepared pub favorites 

include fish and chips, conch fritters, and shepherd’s pie. These dishes are at least a notch 

above typical Bermudian pub grub. At lunch, the B ailey’s Bay fish sandwich and onion 

rings are popular with locals and visitors alike.  The larger, more varied dinner menu 

appeals to many tastes and diets. Pub grub is available for dinner, as is a seafood medley 

(rockfish, mussels, and shrimp in marinara sauce), the catch of the day , and some tasty 

Asian curries. Seating is available inside and on the upper and lower patios; upstairs there 

are also a nonsmoking room and a gift shop. There is an additional location at 87 South 

Shore Rd., Warwick Parish (p. 137).

3 Blue Hole Hill (in Bailey’s Bay). & 441/293-1854. Reservations accepted only for parties of 8 or more. 

Lunch main c ourses $11–$16; dinner main c ourses $16–$25. AE, MC,  V. Daily 11am–1am. Closed 1st 2 

weeks of Jan. Bus: 1, 3, 10, or 11.
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WHERE                                                                                                                                                                                              Blackbeard’s Hideout    BERMUDIAN/INTERNA TIONAL  At F ort Catherine ’s, 

this eater y has become one of the best places in B ermuda to—well, hideout.  With a 

6 panoramic view of A chilles Bay, it offers appetizing seafood as w ell as other “ grub and 

grog.” For starters, opt for such well-prepared selections as calamari served with a mango 

garlic aioli dip or else fresh oysters on the half shell. You can also begin with a B ermuda 

ARISH fish chowder prepared with black rum and sherry peppers. For your main, the chef pre-

 

 P pares a rum-laced tenderloin of pork flambéed with Calvados or else a 10- or 14-ounce  S  sizzler steak topped with fried onions and garlic butter . A seafood platter is also offer ed 

nightly.

5 Coot Pond Rd. at F ort St. C atherine’s & 441/297-1222. www.stgeorgesclub.bm. Main courses $20– . GEORGE’                                                                                                                                                                                              $30. MC, V. Daily 11am–11pm. Closed Nov-Mar. Bus: 7.

ST                                                                                                                                                                                              Black Horse Tavern                                              BERMUDIAN/INTERNATIONAL  If you should land 

here, in a section of the island that B ermudians call “the country,” you’ll dine with the 

locals, many of whom maintain (with some justification) that this is the best place for 

“an authentic taste of Bermuda.” Black Horse Tavern looks like a private home: It boasts 

a dusty rose exterior with green shutters and a glassed-in porch in the rear that looks over 

Smith’s Sound. Over the y ears, the tav ern has attracted many celebrities; some diners 

arrive in yachts. You can begin your meal with curried conch stew, shark hash (made with 

minced puppy shar k), fish cho wder, or curried mussels. O ther choices include sand-

wiches, burgers, and platters of fish and chips.  The chef also pr epares tempting sirloin 

steak. If your luck holds, the only B ermuda Triangle you’ll encounter is B lack Horse’s 

delicious drink—pineapple juice, orange juice, black r um, and Bermuda Gold liqueur.

101 St. David’s Rd. (on St. David’s Island). & 441/297-1991. Reservations recommended for parties of 4 

or more. Main courses $18–$42. AE, MC, V. Tues–Sat 11am–1am; Sun noon–1am. Bus: 6.

Café Gio Kids ICE CREAM/INTERNATIONAL  This restaurant occupies a narrow 

but brightly colored storefront whose rear opens onto an outdoor terrace with a view out 

over St. George’s historic harbor . The cafe is an all-purpose family-friendly v enue that 

includes a cubbyhole-size ice-cream parlor near the entrance, and a tutti-fr utti–colored 

dining room with a menu of pizzas and tried-and-tr ue international specialties. No one 

Where to Dine in St. George 155
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will mind if y ou opt just for a pizza or some ice cr eam, but if y ou’re in the mood for a 

full meal, starters include Bermuda fish chowder, or crisp calamari. Main courses include 

char-grilled Angus strip loin steak and garlic mashed potatoes, or pan-sear    ed fillet of 

salmon. The vibe here is informal.

36 Water St. & 441/297-1307. www.cafegio.bm. Reservations recommended on weekends. Lunch main 

courses $9.50–$17; dinner main c ourse platters $19–$29. AE, MC,  V. M on–Sat 11:30am–2:30pm; daily 

6:30–9:30pm. Bus: 3, 10, or 11.

The G eorge & Dr agon INTERNATIONAL  In a r estored 18th-centur y building 

with a balcony o verlooking King’s Square, this popular local hangout suits diners on a 

variety of budgets. You can come for sandwiches and E nglish pub fare, such as fish and 156 chips or shepher d’s pie.  The more formal ar eas ser ve some v ery expensive fish dishes, 

mostly based on the catch of the day . Linen tablecloths and subdued lighting at night 

enhance the elegant atmospher e. Portions are very large, judging fr om our Angus beef 

and rack of lamb . The salads, including av ocado, Caesar, chef ’s, Greek, Mexican, and 

seafood, are among the best in St. George.

3 K ing’s S q. & 441/297-1717. Reser vations r ecommended. Sandwiches $12–$18; v egetarian dishes 

$8.50–$17; dinner main courses $15–$34. AE, MC, V. Daily 11am–3am. Bus: 7.

Griffin’s STEAK/SEAFOOD  Just off York Street, this first-class r estaurant opens 

onto panoramic vie ws of the harbor . Dishes are robust with a str ong emphasis on suc-

culent pastas and fr esh seafood, including fr esh snow crab, Alaskan king crab legs, and 

scallops in a white-wine sauce. Carniv ores will also be pleased b y the quality of the beef 

dishes—the best in the east end—including T-bone steaks, juicy prime rib, and melt-in-

your-mouth beef tenderloin. Desserts are usually sumptuous and are prepared fresh daily. 

Note: Splitting meals costs an additional $4.50.

 DINE                                                                                                                                                                                              In the St. Geor ge’s Club, 6 Rose H ill. &      441/297-4235. w ww.stgeorgesclub.bm. Reser vations recom-

 

O mended. Lunch main courses $10–$20, dinner main courses $19–$33. AE, MC, V. Tues–Sat noon–2:30pm;   T  Mon–Sat 6:30–9:30pm. Bus: 3, 10, or 11.

WHERE Tavern by the Sea INTERNATIONAL  This restaurant prides itself on its sweeping 

view of St. George’s Harbour, and if there’s a cruise ship anchored offshore (perhaps the 

 

6 one you’re riding on), y ou’ll have a full vie w of its exterior as y ou drink and/or dine.  During clement weather, most visitors opt for a seat beneath brightly striped parasols on 

its wraparound veranda; otherwise, an air-conditioned interior pr ovides nautical nostal-

gia. The menu her e includes pastas, burgers, salads, shepher d’s pie, and a shor t list of 

 

ARISH German dishes such as Wiener schnitzels and bratwursts. Fish and chips are always reli-  P  S  able, as are the steaks. Pizzas bear names of local monuments, including a version known 

as “The Stocks,” made with pepperoni, onions, green peppers, mushrooms, and cheese.

14 Water St. & 441/297-3305. Reservations strongly recommended. Sandwiches, salads, pastas, and 

burgers $7–$20; main c ourses $22–$38. AE, MC,  V. Daily 11:30am–10pm; bar daily 11:30am–midnight . GEORGE’                                                                                                                                                                                              (Fri–Sat until 3am in the summer). Bus: 3, 10, or 11. ST

White Horse  Tavern BERMUDIAN  The oldest tav ern in S t. George is the most 

popular in B ermuda; it’s always jammed with visitors.  This white building with gr een 

shutters has a restaurant and cedar bar with a terrace jutting into S t. George’s Harbour. 

The most popular item on the menu is fish and chips, in a seasoned flour batter and often 

overdone. The fish chowder is good, as are the baby back ribs and grilled wahoo (the local 

catch). At lunch, there are burgers and fresh salads. The food is passable, but not special. 

Another horsy tavern, the Black Horse Tavern (see above), serves a more authentic Ber-

mudian cuisine. Dress is smart casual, and there’s often enjoyable entertainment.

King’s S q. & 441/297-1838; w ww.whitehorsebermuda.com. Reser vations ac cepted only f or g roups. 

Breakfast $4–$15; lunch main c ourses $11–$26; dinner main c ourses $15–$47. AE, MC,  V. Daily 9am–

11pm; bar daily 10am–1am. Bus: 3, 10, or 11.
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Although people visit Bermuda     remark that y our play was anything but 

mainly to r elax on its spectacular pink        superb. I f a wor d of friendly criticism is 

sand beaches, the island also offers a           ever offered, be assur ed that it will be as 

wealth of activities, both onshor e and off.     gentle as the island’s ocean breezes.

In fact, Bermuda’s sports facilities are bet- Bermuda’s waters are the clearest in the 

ter than those on most Caribbean and  western Atlantic. Reefs, shipwrecks (many 

Bahamian islands. in such shallo w water that they ’re ev en 

The most popular outdoor pursuits in  accessible to snor kelers), a v ariety of  

Bermuda ar e tennis and golf , but sailing     marine life and coral formations, and 

ranks high, too . You’ll find a fair number      underwater grottoes make B ermuda ideal 

of tennis courts and renowned golf courses    for scuba diving and snor keling. For loca-

around the island. I f you hesitate to pick     tions of many of these activities, see the 

up a racket or golf club because y     ou’ve     maps thr oughout this chapter , plus the 

neglected your game, fear not:  Your Ber-    color map “ The B est of O utdoor B er-

mudian par tner, on the cour t or on the      muda” at the front of this book. links, would deem it quite impr oper to 

 

1  BEACHES

 

Bermuda is one of the world ’s leading beach r esorts. It boasts kilometers of pink shor e-

line, broken only now and then by cliffs that form sheltered coves. Many stretches have 

shallow, sandy bottoms for some distance out, making them safe for childr en and non-

swimmers. Some beaches (usually the larger ones) hav e lifeguards; others do not.  The 

Parks Division of the D epartment for Agriculture and Fisheries supervises public facili-

ties. Hotels and private clubs often hav e their own beaches and facilities. E ven if you’re 

not registered at a hotel or r esort, you can often use their beach and facilities if y ou 

become a customer by having lunch there.

You’ll find dozens of spots for sunbathing, swimming, and beachcombing; here’s a list 

of the island ’s most famous sands, arranged clockwise beginning with the south-shor e 

beaches closest to the City of H amilton.

 

ELBOW BEACH 

One of the most consistently popular beaches in B ermuda, Paget Parish’s Elbow Beach 

incorporates almost 1.5km (1 mile) of (occasionally interr upted) pale pink sand. Private 

homes and resort hotels dot the edges. Because protective coral reefs surround it, Elbow 

Beach is one of the safest beaches on the island—and it ’s the family favorite. This is also 

the beach of choice for college students on spring br eak.

Bermuda’s go vernment pr ovides lifeguar ds as a public ser vice.  The Elbow Beach 

Hotel  (& 441/236-3535), www .mandarinoriental.com/Bermuda, offers a v ariety of 

facilities and amenities free to hotel guests, but they’re off-limits to others. Amenities and 

facilities include sun chairs, cabanas, changing r ooms, showers, restrooms, and beach 

towels distributed three times a day by beach attendants who are trained in water safety 158 158 Bermuda’s Best Public Beaches & Snorkel Sites
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and lifeguard techniques. The on-site Dive Shop also rents paddle boats and sea kayaks 

for $25 per hour for a single, $30 per hour for a double, and snorkeling equipment ($14 

per hour) to anyone on the beach. Take bus no. 2 or 7 fr om the City of H amilton. For 

more information, see www.divebermuda.com.

 

ASTWOOD COVE 

This Warwick Parish public beach has no problem with overcrowding during most of the 

year; it’s in a remote location, at the bottom of a steep, winding road that intersects with 

South Road. Many single travelers and couples head here to escape the families that tend 

to overrun beaches, such as E lbow Beach, in the high season.  We prefer this beach for 

many reasons, one of them being that its cliffs ar e home to nesting B ermuda longtails, 
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also known as white-tailed tr opic birds. Astwood B each has public r estrooms but not 

many other facilities. An added advantage is nearby Astwood Park, a favorite picnic and 

hiking area. If you prefer your beaches small and secluded, head her e. Take bus no. 2 or 

7 from Southampton.

 

WARWICK LONG BAY 

Like Astwood Cove, this is one of the best places for people who want to escape the fam-

ily crowds and find solitude. Unlike the sheltered coves of nearby Chaplin and Horseshoe 

bays (see below), this popular beach features a 1km (2/3-mile) stretch of sand, the longest 

on the island.  This expanse is conduciv e to social interaction, but also offers plenty of 160 space to stretch out solo—it all depends on what you prefer. Against a backdrop of scru-

bland and low grasses, the beach lies on the southern side of S outh Shore Park, in War-

wick Parish. Despite the fr equent winds, the wav es are surprisingly small thanks to an 

offshore reef. Jutting above the water less than 60m (197 ft.) from the shore is a jagged coral 

island that, because of its contour ed shape, appears to be floating abo ve the water’s foam. 

There are restrooms at the beach’s western end, plus lots of parking, but no other facilities. 

There are no lifeguards because the undertow is not very strong. Take bus no. 7.

 

JOBSON’S COVE 

This Warwick Parish beach has the feel of a secret hideaway, thanks to pink sands, gentle 

waves, and calm waters. It’s only 9m (30 ft.) wide where the horseshoe-shaped bay opens 

to the ocean. A djacent to the much larger and mor e popular  Warwick Long B ay, it’s 

excellent for snorkeling—the water is about 2m (61/2 ft.) deep for a long way out into the 

 SUN bay. There are no buildings along the water, adding to the feeling of seclusion and peace. 

There are no facilities here, but it’s close enough to Warwick Long Bay to walk over and 

use their restrooms if necessary. Take bus no. 7.

 

 SURF &                                                                                                                                                                                              STONEHOLE BAY

THE Near Jobson’s Cove in  Warwick Parish, Stonehole Bay is mor e open and less shelter ed 

 IN  than Jobson’s, with a sandy shor eline that’s studded with big r ocks. It’s almost nev er 

FUN crowded, and wading is safe even though strong waves sometimes make the waters cloudy 

(so they’re less than ideal for snor keling). There are no facilities at S tonehole Bay. Take 

7    bus no. 7.

CHAPLIN BAY

Straddling the boundar y between Warwick and S outhampton parishes, this small but 

CHES secluded beach disappears almost completely during storms and exceptionally high tides. 

BEA Geologists come here to admire the open-air coral barrier that partially separates one half 

of the beach from the other. Chaplin Bay, like its more famous neighbor, Horseshoe Bay 

(see below), lies at the southern extr emity of South Shore Park. From Chaplin, you can 

walk over to use the facilities and equipment at Horseshoe, but you’ll enjoy more solitude 

here than at the more active Horseshoe Bay. Take bus no. 7.

 

HORSESHOE BAY BEACH 

With its long, curved strip of pink sand, Horseshoe Bay, on South Road in Southampton 

Parish, is one of B ermuda’s most famous beaches.  That means it’s likely to be cr owded, 

especially if cruise ships are in port. Although families flock here, Horseshoe Bay isn’t the 

safest beach on Bermuda. Don’t be fooled by the seemingly smooth surface; there can be 

dangerous undercurrents. If you’re using the beach after a storm, be especially careful that 

you don’t encounter a Portuguese man-of-war—they often wash up here in greater num-

bers than elsewhere on Bermuda.

One advantage this beach has over others is the Horseshoe Bay Beach Cafe (& 441/

238-2651), which offers changing rooms, toilets, beach-gear rentals, and showers. It also 

serves snacks and sandwiches fr om 9am to 5pm daily. A lifeguard is on duty fr om May 

to September. Insider’s tip: When you tire of the crowds at Horseshoe Bay, take one of 

the little trails that wind thr ough the par k nearb y; they’ll lead y ou to secluded co ve 

beaches that afford more privacy. Our favorites are Port Royal Cove to the west, and Peel 

Rock Cove and Wafer Rocks Beach to the east. You might also sneak over to Chaplin Bay 

to the east (see above). Take bus no. 7.

CHURCH BAY 161

This beach off  West Side Road lies along B ermuda’s southwestern edge, at the point in 

Southampton Parish where the island hooks off to the northeast. The waves pound much 

of the shor e mer cilessly, but r ows of offshor e r eefs shelter Chur ch B ay. M arine life 

abounds in the r elatively calm waters, much to the delight of snor kelers. If you’re just 

planning to lounge in the sun, this is a great place: The beach offers unusually deep pink 

sands. There are toilets at the top of the hill near the parking area, and a concession stand (open May 1–Oct 31 M on–Sat 10am–5pm) sells soda and chips, and r ents out masks 

and fins for snorkeling. Take bus no. 7 or 8.

 

SOMERSET LONG BAY

When offshore storms stir up the waters northwest of Bermuda, the water here is unsafe 

for swimming. B ecause its bottom isn ’t always sandy or of a consistent depth, many  FUN

people find S omerset Long B ay better suited to beachcombing or long walks than to   IN 

swimming. Nevertheless, many single travelers favor this beach when they’re looking for  THE

seclusion. The undeveloped parkland of S andys Parish shelters it fr om the r est of the 

island, and the beach ’s cr escent shape and length—about .5km ( 1  SURF &  /  3 -mile)—make it 

unusual by Bermudian standards. It has restrooms and changing facilities. We think this 

 

is one of the best places on Bermuda to watch the sunset. A plus is the beach’s proximity   SUN  to the  Bermuda Audubon Society Nature Reserve  (  &  441/236-7410  ), where you can 

go for long walks and enjo y moments of solitude—ex cept on w eekends, when family 

picnics abound. Take bus no. 7 or 8.

 

SHELLY BAY 7  BEA  This beach of abundant pink sand is suitable for both families and those seeking solitude. 

Because it ’s not w ell-known, it ’s unlikely to be cr owded, and its calm, shallo w basin  CHES

makes it safe for swimming. O ff North Shore Road in Hamilton Parish, Shelly Bay lies 

in a cove whose encircling peninsula partially shelters it from mid-Atlantic waves. There 

are trees to sit under when the beach gets too hot, and the beach house r ents snorkeling 

equipment, lounge chairs, beach towels, and other items; there are also public restrooms. 

Buses from the City of H amilton heading east along the nor th shore, primarily no. 11, 

stop here.

 

TOBACCO BAY, ACHILLES BAY & ST. CATHERINE’S 

BEACH

St. George’s Island’s beaches include Achilles Bay, Tobacco Bay, and St. Catherine’s Beach 

(formerly known as the Club M ed beach), all of which ar e sandy, with clean bottoms. 

The water on the south shore is a bit rougher than the north shore’s.

Lovely Tobacco Bay is an East End family favorite. It’s the most popular beach on St. 

George’s Island, especially among those who come for the day to visit the historic to wn 

of St. George. With its broad sands, Tobacco Bay resembles a south-shore beach. Its pale 

pink sand lies within a sheltering coral-sided cove just a short walk west of Fort St. Cath-

erine and St. Catherine’s Beach. The major disadvantage here is that the beach is likely 

to be o verrun with cr uise-ship passengers; when they ’re in por t, you may want to seek 

more secluded beaches such as S t. Catherine’s. You can sunbathe here and even go for a 

swim, but don ’t venture out too far; the curr ents are dangerously strong, and a lot of 

seaweed washes up on the shore.

Look for the Tobacco Bay Beach House (& 441/297-2756) in Naval Tanks Hill, St. 

George, which has toilets, changing r ooms, sho wers, and a snack bar . A t beachfr ont 162 kiosks, you can rent flotation devices and snorkeling gear for $10 from May to Septem-

ber. Stands also sell cold sodas and sandwiches (tuna, grilled cheese, hamburgers, hot 

dogs, and the like). Take bus no. 10 or 11.

 

JOHN SMITH’S BAY

This is the only public beach in S mith’s Parish. It’s more popular with residents of Ber-

muda’s eastern end than with visitors, who often don’t know about it. It’s ideal for those 

seeking solitude. Long, flat, wide, and rich with pale pink sand, this beach has a lifeguard 

from 10am to 6pm May 24 to mid-September. Some shallow areas are perfect for snor-

keling; however, the bay occasionally experiences rip currents. There are toilet and chang-

ing facilities. Take bus no. 1.

 

 SUN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              2  SNORKELING

 

Bermuda is known for the gin-clear purity of its waters and for its vast array of coral reefs. 

 SURF & If you’re ready to explore, all you need are a snorkel, mask, and fins—if y ou can swim, 

THE you can snorkel. A handful of companies can help you; otherwise, you can hit the water 

on your own.

 IN  The best places to go snor keling ar e public beaches (see “B eaches,” abo ve). M any 

FUN hotels that are right on the beach will lend or rent you fins, masks, and snorkels, and will 

advise you of the best sites in y our area. You almost never have to travel far.

 

7 Die-hard snorkelers—some of whom visit B ermuda every year—prefer Church Bay  above all other snorkeling spots on Bermuda. It lies on the south shore, west of the Fair-

mont Southampton Golf Club and Gibbs Hill Lighthouse. The little cove, which seems 

to be waiting for a movie camera, is carved out of coral cliffs. It’s well protected and filled 

with snug little nooks. Another adv antage is that the r eefs are fairly close to land. B ut 

remember, the seas can be rough (as is true anywhere in Bermuda); use caution.

SNORKELING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          John Smith’s Bay, At the eastern end of the south shor e,  east of Spittal Pond Nature 

Reserve and Watch Hill Park, is another top spot, especially if your hotel is nearby. Even 

more convenient, especially for snor kelers staying at S t. George or at a hotel near the 

airport, is Tobacco B ay, nor th of S t. George’s Golf Club. Another small but r eliable 

snorkeling spot is West Whale  Bay; it lies along the south shor e at the w est end of 

Southampton, west of the Port Royal Golf Course.

Although snorkeling is a year-round pursuit, it’s best from May to October. Snorkelers 

usually w ear w et suits in winter , when the water temperatur e dips into the 60s.  The 

waters of the Atlantic, which can be tempestuous at any time of the year, can be especially 

rough in winter.

Some of the best snorkeling sites are accessible only by boat. If you want to head out 

on your own, and you have a knowledge of Bermuda’s waters, we suggest renting a small 

boat (see “Sailing,” under “More Fun in the Water,” later in this chapter), some of which 

have glass bottoms. I f you rent a boat, the r ental company will advise y ou on where to 

go and not to go. Countless wrecked boats lie on the many reefs that surround Bermuda. 

If you’re not familiar with Bermuda’s waters, you should stay in the sounds, harbors, and 

bays, especially in Castle Harbour and Harrington Sound. If you want to visit the reefs, 

it’s better and easier to take the snor keling cruises recommended below than to captain 

your own boat. The use of snorkeling equipment is included in the prices listed.

Also see “Scuba Diving,” below.
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Moments  A Look Under Bermuda’s Waters

 

The Ocean Discovery Centre at the Bermuda Under water Exploration I nsti-

tute, East Broadway ( & 441/292-7219; www.buei.org), hopes to give visitors an under water adventure. The highlight of a visit is a simulat ed dive 3,600m 

(11,811 ft.) to the bott om of the A tlantic. Author Peter Benchley’s videotaped commentary adds t o the fun of exploring Bermuda ’s reefs. You’ll learn about 

newly discovered ocean animals that live in the murky depths. Displays include 

large murals of sea creatures, artifacts rescued from long-sunken vessels off the 

coast, and ev en a scale model of a ship that wr ecked centuries ago. On-site facilities include gift shops, a theater showing films, and La C oquille, a French  FUN

bistro that specializes, of course, in seafood. Admission is $13 for adults, $6 for 

 IN 

children 7 to 17, free for children 6 and under ; hours are Monday through Fri-day from 9am to 4:15pm, Saturday and Sunday from 10am to 5pm. THE

 SURF &

 

Jessie James Cruises  This outfitter operates some of the best snorkeling trips on the   SUN

islands, and no vices are welcome (they’re accompanied b y a cr ew member in shallo w water). Some of the ship wrecks include the Constellation and the Montana. The  most 

 

April to October, trips cost $65 for adults or $45 for ages 8 to 10. stunning snorkel trips take you to a spectacular coral reef and sea garden. Operating from  7

Glen Court, Warwick.  SCUBA  &  441/236-4804.  www.jessiejames.bm. Bus: 7.

 

3    DIVING  SCUBA DIVING

 

Bermuda is a world-class div e site, kno wn for its ev ocative and often eerie ship wrecks, 

teeming with marine life. All scuba diving outfitters go to all sites. I f you’re diving, talk 

to the dive master about what you’d like to see, including any or all of the various wrecks 

that are accessible off the coast and not vie wed as dangerous. For the locations of many 

of these sites, see the map on p . 158.

 

THE DIVING SITES

The C onstellation  When Peter B enchley was writing The D eep (later made into a 

film), he came here to study the wreck of The Constellation for inspiration. Lying in 9m 

(30 ft.) of water, this wreck is 13km (8 miles) nor thwest of the R oyal Naval Dockyard. 

Built in 1918, The Constellation is a four-masted, wooden-hulled schooner . D uring 

World War II, it was the last wooden cargo vessel to leave New York harbor. She wrecked 

off the coast of B ermuda on July 31, 1943, and all the cr ew survived. Today, her hull, 

broken apart, can be seen on a coral and sand bottom. You can see the 36,287kg (80,000 

lbs.) of cement she was carrying, and morphine ampoules are still found at this site. Large 

populations of parr otfish, trumpet fish, barracuda, gr ouper, speckled eels, and octopus 

inhabit the wreck today.

Cristóbal Colón  Bermuda’s largest shipwreck is the Cristóbal Colón, a Spanish luxury 

liner that went down on October 25, 1936, between North Rock and North Breaker. A 

transatlantic liner, it w eighed in ex cess of 10,000 tons. S he was trav eling to Mexico to 164 load arms for the S panish Civil War when she crashed into a coral r eef at a speed of 15 

knots. During World War II, the U.S. Air Force used the ship as target practice before it 

eventually settled beneath the wav es. Its wreckage is scattered over a wide ar ea on both 

sides of the r eef. It is recommended that you take two div es to see this wr eck. Most of 

the wreck is in 9 to 17m (30–56 ft.) of water , but the range is actually fr om 4.5m (15 

ft.) at the bo w to 24m (79 ft.) at the stern. S ome artillery shells fr om WWII remain 

unexploded, so don’t have a blast, please.

Hermes  This 1984 American freighter rests in some 24m (79 ft.) of water about 1.5km 

(1 mile) off Warwick Long Bay on the south shore. The 825-ton, 50m (164-ft.) freighter 

is popular with div ers because its U.S. Coast G uard buoy tender is almost intact.  The 

crew abandoned this vessel (they hadn’t been paid in 6 months), and the B ermuda gov-

ernment claimed it for $1 (50p), letting the div e association deliberately sink it to make 

a colorful wreck. The visibility at the wr eck is generally the finest in B ermuda, and you 

 SUN                                                                                                                                                                                              can see her galley, cargo hold, propeller, and engines.

 &                                                                                                                                                                                              L’Herminie  This 1838 French frigate lies in 6 to 9m (20–30 ft.) of water off the w est 

 SURF side of Bermuda, with 25 of its cannons still visible. A large wooden keel r emains, but 

the wreck has rotted badly. However, the marine life here is among the most spectacular THE of any ship wreck off B ermuda’s coast: brittle star fish, spiny lobster , crabs, gr ouper, 

 IN                                                                                                                                                                                               banded coral shrimp, queen angels, and tons of sponges.

FUN Marie Celeste  This is one of the most historic wrecks in the Atlantic, a 207-ton paddle-

wheel steamer fr om the Confederacy . The steamer was a blockade r unner during the 

 

7 Civil War. In exchange for guns, this v essel would return to B ermuda with cotton and  cash. Evading capture for most of the war, she was wrecked off the coast of Bermuda on 

September 25, 1864.  The ship sank in 17m (56 ft.) of water , where its r uins lie like a 

skeleton today. This is not a gr eat dive site for obser ving marine life, but the wr eck is 

 DIVING                                                                                                                                                                                              evocative and offers many caves and tunnels to explore.

North Carolina  This iron-hulled English bark lies in 7.5 to 12m (25–39 ft.) of water 

SCUBA off Bermuda’s western coast. While en route to England, it went down on New Year’s Day 

in 1879 when it str uck the reefs. The bow and stern remain fairly intact. There is often 

poor visibility her e, making the wr eck appear almost like a ghost ship . Hogfish, often 

reaching huge sizes, inhabit the site, along with schools of porgies and snapper .

Rita Z ovetta  This I talian cargo steamer was built in 1919 in G lasgow and w ent 

aground off St. David’s Island in 1924.  The ship lies in 6 to 21m (21–69 ft.) of water 

just off St. David’s Head. The wreck measures 120m long (394 ft.), and its stern is r ela-

tively intact. D ivers go thr ough the shaft housings to see the large boilers. S tunning 

schools of rainbow-hued fish inhabit the site.

Tauton  This Norwegian coastal steamer ran afoul on B ermuda’s treacherous reefs on 

November 24, 1920. The 68m (228-ft.) steel-hulled vessel sank in 3 to 12m (10–39 ft.) 

of water off the northern end of Bermuda. Her boilers and steam engines are still visible. 

This is a fav orite dive for beginners, as the wr eck lies in shallo w water. Because of its 

breathtaking varieties of fish, it’s a favorite site for photographers.

South West Breaker  Some 2.5km (1 1/2 miles) off Chur ch Bay, this was the location 

chosen for the famous J acqueline Bisset scene in Peter Benchley’s movie The Deep. The 

breaker was supposed to be a hideout for a man-eating squid. I n reality, the breaker was 

created from fossilized prehistoric worms (believe it or not). I t has an av erage depth of 

8.5m (28 ft.), and on most days a visibility of 30m (98 ft.). N ew divers prefer this site, 

because it’s not considered dangerous and it has a large variety of hard and soft coral. It’s 

also a good place for snor kelers. A large tunnel split thr ough the center of the br eaker 165

provides a protective cover for green moray eels and spiny lobsters. Schools of barracuda 

are also encountered here.

Tarpon H ole  This series of large br eakers lies dir ectly off the w estern extr emity of 

Elbow Beach. The site is named Tarpon Hole because of the large schools of tarpon that 

often cluster here, some in excess of 2m (6 1/2 ft.) long. It is a sea world of lush fans and 

soft corals, made all the more intriguing with its tunnels, caves, and overhangs.

 

DIVING SCHOOLS & OUTFITTERS

Diving in Bermuda is great for novices, who can learn the fundamentals and go diving 

in 6 to 7.5m (20–25 ft.) of water on the same day as their first lesson. I n general, Ber-

 

muda’s reefs are still healthy, despite talk about dwindling fish and dying coral forma- FUN  tions. On occasion, in addition to the rainbo w-hued schools of fish, y ou may even find 

yourself swimming with a barracuda.  IN 

Although scuba fanatics dive all year, the best diving months ar e May through Octo- THE

ber. The sea is the most tranquil at that time, and the water temperature is moderate—it 

averages 62°F (17°C) in the spring and fall, 83°F (28°C) in the summer .  SURF &

Weather permitting, scuba schools function daily . F ully licensed scuba instr uctors 

 

oversee all dives. Most dives are conducted from a 12m (39-ft.) boat, and outfitters cover   SUN  a wide range of dive sites. Night dives and certifications are also available.

All dive shops display a map of wreck sites that you can visit; there are nearly 40 in all, 

the oldest of which dates to the 17th century. Although locals believe there may be some 

300 wrecks, the mapped sites are the best known and in the best condition. Dive depths  7

at these sites run 7.5 to 26m (25–85 ft.). I nexperienced divers may want to stick to the  SCUBA

wreck sites off the western coast, which tend to be in shallower waters—about 9.5m (31 

ft.) or less. These shallow wreck sites are popular with snorkelers as well.

Many hotels hav e their o wn watersports equipment. I f yours doesn’t, the outfitters   DIVING

below rent equipment.

Note: Spearfishing is not allowed within 1.5km (1 mile) of any shore, and spear guns 

are not permitted in Bermuda.

 

Finds  A Yacht of Your Very Own . . . Sort of

 

Luxurious Lif e A board a Char tered Yacht: M.Y. B ermuda IV, No. 3 St owe Hill in P aget P arish (t el. 441/232-7000; w ww.bermudaiv.com), is Bermuda ’s 

only liv e-aboard scuba- diving char ter yacht. Both div ers and under water photographers book charters aboard this luxury vessel in one of thr ee double 

en-suite staterooms. A highly trained chef pr epares gourmet meals , and the 

charter includes up t o five dives per day, as overseen by a professional diving 

instructor.  The c ost is $950 per person (4 person minimum), including an accommodation for 2 nights and all meals and diving c osts. Even if you don’t 

live aboard, it ’s possible t o book the yacht at $500 per hour , or else y ou can 

call and tr y t o arrange a dinner aboar d the yacht, c osting $100 per person for a gourmet 5- course meal, including c ocktails, wine, and beer .

166 Bermuda Scuba  This is one of the island’s leading dive operators. It offers a popular 

“Discover Scuba” resort course that is $165 for 3 hours and begins daily at 10:15am at 

Hamilton and 1:15pm at Southampton. Course participants get to complete a shallo w-

water scuba dive by the end of the day. All dives are from a 12m (39-ft.) boat. A two-tank 

dive, including a view of a shipwreck and the exploration of a r eef in 7.5 to 9m (25–30 

ft.) of water, costs $135 (equipment not included). I t is $180 with equipment. This is a 

PADI, five-star center.

At the Fairmont Southampton, 101 South Rd., Southampton Parish; and the Fairmont Hamilton Princess, 

76 Pitts Bay Rd., Pembroke Parish. & 441/238-2332, www.bermudascuba.com. Daily 8:30am–4:30pm. 

Bus: 8.

Blue Water Divers &  Watersports Ltd.  Bermuda’s oldest and largest full-ser vice 

scuba-diving operation offers intr oductory lessons and half-day div es for between $115 

and $160. Daily one- and two-tank dive trips cost $65 and $105, respectively. Snorkeling 

 SUN trips ar e $48. F ull cer tification courses ar e av ailable thr ough PADI, NAUI, and SSI. 

Equipment costs extra, and r eservations ar e r equired. The outfitter offers under water 

 SURF & scooters called DPVs or “diver propulsion vehicles.” This exciting vehicle takes adventur-

ers through underwater caves and canyons. Who knows? You may even discover a ship-

THE                                                                                                                                                                                              wreck from long ago.

 IN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               & 441/234-1034. Robinson’s Marina, Southampton Parish.  www.divebermuda.com. Daily 9am–5pm. 

Bus: 7 or 8.

FUN

Triangle Diving  This outfitter appeals to the serious scuba div er and to the helmet 

7 diver alike. It sets out ev ery day to explor e the shipwrecks off the East E nd along with 

stunning coral r eefs. PADI certification courses ar e also a featur e. The reefs it explor es 

daily at N orth Rock are among the most beautiful on the island.  Two-tank dives cost 

TER                                                                                                                                                                                              $120 for the dives, plus $40 for the equipment. A

 W                                                                                                                                                                                              Grotto Beach Hotel, 11 Blue Hill, Hamilton Parish. &   441/293-7319. www.trianglediving.com.

THE

 

4  MORE FUN IN THE WATER

 FUN IN 

FISHING

MORE Bermuda is one of the world ’s finest destinations for anglers, especially in light-tackle 

fishing. Blue marlin catches hav e increased dramatically in r ecent years, and B ermuda 

can add bill fishing (for marlin, swordfish, and sailfish) to its already enviable reputation. 

Fishing is a y ear-round spor t, but it ’s best fr om M ay to N ovember. N o license is 

required.

You can obtain fishing information fr om the I nternational Game Fish Association’s 

representative for Bermuda, Keith Winter, at & 441/292-7131. He can only be reached 

at home in the evening.

Deep-Sea Fishing

Wahoo, amberjack, blue marlin, white marlin, dolphin, tuna, and many other v arieties 

of fish call Bermuda’s warm waters home. A number of island outfitters offer the equip-

ment to help you fish for them; these are our favorites:

Bermuda Spor tsfishing  The D eSilva family r uns B ermuda Sportsfishing, which 

has been in business for many years. They charge $900 for up to six people for a half-day 

167

Tips   Anglers Aweigh: How to Make Your Big Catch 

a Winning One

The Bermuda Game Fishing Tournament is open to any angler who takes the time and trouble to fill out the tournament application when he or she cat ches a 

really big fish. No special license is required, but your catch must be weighed and three witnesses must sign an affidavit attesting to its weight. Special prizes are 

awarded each year for top catches of 17 species of game fish. For more informa-

tion on registering the ones that didn’t get away, contact the Bermuda Depart-

ment of Tourism, Global House, 43 Church St., Hamilton HM 12, Bermuda 

(& 441/292-0023; www.bermudatourism.com). Open daily 9am to 5pm.

FUN

 IN 

of fishing and $1,300 for a full day . Boats range fr om 11 to 14m (36–46 ft.), and all  THE

 

equipment is provided.  SURF &  Creek View House, 8 Tulo Lane, Pembroke Parish HM 02, Bermuda.  &  441/295-2370.  Daily 7am–10pm. 

Bus: 1, 2, 10, or 11.

Fish Bermuda  SUN   This outfitter offers one of the largest charter boats in Bermuda, with 

a fully air-conditioned cabin. Tackle is updated every year and the DeMako craft is owner 

operated. Captain Allen D eSilva is one of B ermuda’s most skilled skippers. A standar d 

 

full day trip costs $1,700, rising to $2,000 fr om June to August. 7  Mill Creak, Pembroke.  &  441/295-0835.  www.fishbermuda.com. Bus: 7 or 8.  MORE

Reef Fishing

Three major reef banks lie off Bermuda, and they’re likely to yield such catches as greater   FUN IN 

amberjack, almaco jack, great barracuda, little tunny, Bermuda chub, gray snapper, yel-

lowtail snapper, and assor ted bottom fish.  The closest one begins about 1km ( 2/3-mile) 

offshore and stretches for nearly 8km (5 miles). The Challenger Bank is about 23km (14  THE

 

miles) offshore, and the Argus B ank is about 50km (31 miles) distant.  The farther out   W  you go, the more likely you are to turn up larger fish.ATER  Several companies offer half- or full-day charters. Arrangements can be made through 

the activities desks of the big r esort hotels as well as Bermuda Sportsfishing.

 

Shore Fishing

Shore fishing turns up such catches as bonefish, palometa (pompano), gray snapper, and 

great barracuda. Locals and most visitors pr efer shore fishing at S pring Benny’s Bay or West Whale Bay; Great Sound and St. George’s Harbour are other promising grounds. 

The activities director at your hotel can help make fishing arrangements for y ou.

 

PARASAILING

Skyrider B ermuda Ltd .  Skyrider takes a maximum of eight passengers into the 

Great Sound and north-shore area for two-person chair parasail rides. The 8- to 10-min-

ute ride costs $65 for adults, and $50 for children 12 and under. Boat passengers who do 

not parasail pay $20.

Royal Na val Dock yard, Sandy s P arish. & 441/747-SAIL. w ww.skyriderbermuda.com. Reser vations 

required. May–Oct daily at 10am, noon, 2pm, and 4pm. Bus: 7 or 8.
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Moments  Hanging Out with the Dolphins

 

The w ell-publicized Dolphin Quest Experienc e, at the Bermuda M aritime 

Museum in the Ro yal Naval Dockyard (& 441/234-4464; www.dolphinquest. org), off ers in-the -water enc ounters with A tlantic bottlenose dolphins . I n a 

holding pen that’s 1 to 3.5m (31/4–11 ft.) deep and separated from the open sea with under water netting, the hot el keeps sev en dolphins. Typically, up t o 10 

swimmers, wearing bathing suits in summer and w et suits in winter (wet suits 

are offered Nov–May), cavort in the wat er with the dolphins . The price for 45 

minutes is $225. O ther pack ages ar e a vailable, with pric es var ying b y time spent in the water; call or check the website for details. In winter, it’s easy to get 

a slot, but in summer, there’s so much demand that the hot el has a lottery.

 SUN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Is all this cruel t o the dolphins?  The staff is rigor ous about pr otecting and 

caring for them; the o verall atmosphere is pla yful and lighthear ted; and the 

dolphins have a fairly lar ge area to swim in. But w e can’t help w orrying that 

 SURF &

continued c ontact with hor des of  people and separation fr om their natural 

THE                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    habitat must ha ve something of a traumatizing eff                          ect on these beautiful  IN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     animals. F or mor e (mostly tr oubling) inf ormation, check out the  Whale and 

Dolphin Conservation Society’s website at www.wdcs.org. For more informa-

FUN tion about r esponsible tra vel in general , check out these w ebsites:  Tread 

 

7        Lightly (www.treadlightly.org) and the International Ecotourism Society (www.

ecotourism.org).

 

TER

A

 W                                                                                                                                                                                              SAILING

THE Bermuda is one of the world’s sailing capitals. Sail-yourself boats are available to rent for 

2, 4 (half-day), and 8 (full-day) hours. A number of places char ter yachts with licensed 

skippers.

 FUN IN                                                                                                                                                                                               Blue Hole Water Sports  This outfitter rents sail-yourself Windsurfers or Sunfish for 

MORE $35 per hour. A wide range of other equipment is on hand, including single and double 

kayaks. Kayaks are $30 for two, $20 for one.

Grotto Bay Beach Hotel, 11 Blue Hole H ill, Hamilton Parish. & 441/293-2915. www.blueholewater.bm. 

Daily 8:30am–5:30pm. Bus: 1, 3, 10, or 11.

Pompano Beach Club Watersports Centre  This is one of the island’s best outfit-

ters, mainly because of its variety of modern boats. Windsurfers, which hold one novice 

or experienced passenger, rent for $15 to $30 per hour depending if y ou are a guest or 

nonguest. One or two people can rent a Sunfish sailboat for $30 to $60 per hour. Single-

person kayaks go for $13 to $26 for 1 hour; double kayaks, $15 to $30 for 1 hour. Two-

person Sun Cats, which travel 9.5kmph (6 mph) and look like motorized lawn chairs, go 

from $30 to $60 per hour. Keep in mind that the lower price is for hotel guests.

36 Pompano Beach Rd ., Southampton Parish. & 441/234-0222. www.pompano.bm. Mid-May to Oct 

daily 10am–6pm. Bus: 7 or 8.

Somerset Bridge Watersports  Somerset Bridge is the best outlet for renting Bos-

ton whalers for island-hopping on your own. A 4m (13-ft.) Boston whaler (25 or 30 hp) 

carries four and costs $75 for 2 hours, $120 for 4 hours, and $200 for 8 hours. Somerset 169

provides lots of extras, such as canopies, special maps, a ladder, a viewing box, and a fish 

and coral ID card. “Jet Ski Adventures” cost $105 for 1 /4 hours for one person, $125 for 

a double. The jet ski reaches speeds of up to 81kmph (50 mph).  There is an additional 

fee for gas of $25.

Somerset Bridge , Ely ’s Harbour , Sandy s P arish. & 441/234-0914. w ww.watersportssomersetbridge.

com. Daily 8am–sunset. Bus: 7 or 8.

 

WATER-SKIING

You can water-ski in the pr otected waters of H amilton Harbour, Great Sound, Castle 

Harbour, Mangrove Bay, Spanish Point, Ferry Reach, Ely’s Harbour, Riddells B ay, and 

Harrington Sound. May through September, when the waters are usually calm, is the best 

time for water-skiing. Bermuda law requires that a licensed skipper take water-skiers out.  FUN

 

include the boat, skis, safety belts, and usually an instructor. Hotels and guesthouses can  THE  assist with arrangements.  Only a few boat operators handle this sport, and charges fluctuate with fuel costs. Rates   IN 

Bermuda Waterski Centre  SURF &   Up to five people can water-ski at the same time fr om 

a specially designed S ki Nautique. Lessons ar e also av ailable. The charge for a par ty of 

 

any size (not per person) is $70 for a 15-minute session, $85 for a 30-minute session, and   SUN  $160 for a 60-minute session. The driver is included in the price.

Robinson’s M arina, S omerset Bridge, Sandy s Parish. & 441/234-3354. M ay–Sept daily 8am–7:30pm. 

Bus: 6 or 7.

7

 

5   WHERE  WHERE TO PL AY WORLD-CL ASS GOLF

 

Since the island’s first course was laid out in 1922, golf has been one of B ermuda’s most   TO  popular sports. You can play year-round, but spring, fall, and early winter offer the best  PL

 

seaside conditions.  You must arrange tee times at any of the island ’s eight courses in  AY  advance through your guesthouse or hotel.  Women’s and men ’s clubs (right- and left- W  handed) are available at each course, and most leading stor es in Bermuda sell golf balls. ORLD-CL

Generally speaking, children are not welcome on golf courses; definitely check in advance 

if you have any underage duffers in your party.

The Tucker’s Point Club is one of the most scenic courses on the island (though it is  ASS

 

a private club), while the Port Royal course, designed b y Robert Trent Jones, Sr., is a   GOLF  challenge. Two famous courses—the  Mid Ocean Club  at Tucker’s Town and the  Rid-

dells Bay Golf and Country Club—are private, and require introduction by a member 

before you can play, though certain luxury hotels can sometimes secure playing privileges 

at the Riddells B ay course. O ne of the most photographed courses on B ermuda is the 

 

Tips  The Golfer’s Dress Code

Remember to dress appropriately for your golf game. Most courses have strict 

dress codes that require shirts with collars, Bermuda-length shorts or slacks, and 

soft-spiked golf shoes or tennis shoes. No bathing suits, cutoffs, short shorts, or 

jeans.

170 Bermuda’s Best Golf Courses
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WHERE

Fairmont Southampton Golf Club, where a landscape of r olling hills and flo wering 

shrubs adds to the players’ enjoyment.

The golf courses listed below that are part of hotel complexes permit nonguests to use 

their facilities. All of these golf courses hav e pros and offer lessons.

Top players participate in tournaments throughout the year. For information, contact 

the Bermuda G olf A ssociation, P.O. Bo x HM 433, H amilton HM BX, B ermuda 

(& 441/295-9972; www.bermudagolf.org).

Belmont Hills G olf & C ountry Club  This course, one of the most r espected in 

Bermuda, was originally designed b y Scotsman E mmett Devereux in 1923. I n 2002, 

California-based designer Algie M. Pulley, Jr., radically reconfigured its layout as a means 
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Belmont Golf & Country Club  3

Ocean View Golf Course  4 ASS

Port Royal Golf Course  1  GOLF

Fairmont Southampton Golf Course  2

 

of adding a series of golf “ features” that brought the standards and allure of this course 

up to the demands of modern-day golf pros. Since its re-opening, amid justifiable brou-

haha surrounding the most extensiv e golf course r ebuilding in the histor y of Bermuda, 

there has been endless discussion about the peculiar features of this relatively short (6,017 

yards) but quirkily challenging course. Despite the fact that some of the undulations in 

its terrain were flattened during the 2002 o verhaul, an interconnected network of caves 

beneath the tur f sometimes cause the ball to r oll unpredictably. Another odd featur e 

involves exceptionally narrow fairways. But despite these quirky disadvantages, golf pros 

recommend the Belmont for beginners as w ell as seasoned pros. Although the first hole 

is said to be “confidence building,” holes 6 and 12 are both relatively difficult (each with 172 a par of 5). Likewise, the 17th and 18th holes, arguably the most difficult on the course, 

reward golfers with some of the best ocean vie ws. It’s estimated that with a 9 or 10 

handicap, golfers will shoot in the 70s at Belmont—but there aren’t any guarantees. With 

the exception of the above-mentioned 17th and 18th holes, most of the course is inland, 

so unlike most of the other golf courses in B ermuda, this one provides few views of the 

Atlantic.

Greens fees (which do not include golf car ts) are $110 daily. A full set of clubs r ents 

for between $45 and $50 depending on the brand of clubs y ou select. Car ts rent for 

$30.

Btw. Harbour and M iddle rds., Warwick Parish. & 441/236-6400. www.belmonthills.com. Daily 6am–

5pm. Holes: 18. Par: 70. Length: 5,501m (6,017 yd.). Ferry from the City of Hamilton. Bus: 8.

Fairmont Southampton Golf Club  On the grounds of one of the most luxurious 

hotels on B ermuda, this course occupies not only the loftiest but also one of the most  SUN scenic settings on the island. E levated tees, strategically placed bunkers, and plenty of 

water hazards make it a challenge, and golfers have been known to use every club in their 

 SURF & bags when the wind blows in from the Atlantic. Against the backdrop of the Gibbs Hill 

Lighthouse, the 16th hole sits in a cup ringed b y flowering bushes. The vertical drop on THE the 1st and 2nd holes is almost 60m (200 ft.). Even experienced golfers like to “break in” 

 IN  on this course befor e taking on some of B ermuda’s more challenging ones.  This well-

irrigated course is often green when some other courses suffer a summer br ownout.

FUN Greens fees and cart are $80 for 18 holes for hotel guests and visitors alike.  There are 

7 also “Sunset Rates” if you begin playing in the afternoon.  You will need to contact the 

course to get the “S unset Rates” times (usually 2:30 or 3:30pm). A dults can walk the 

course for $59 or add a cart for an additional $15. There are no caddies, and club rental 

is $25.

 GOLF                                                                                                                                                                                              101 South Rd., Southampton Parish. &     441/239-6952. www.fairmont.com/southampton. Daily 7am– ASS                                                                                                                                                                                              sunset. Holes: 18. Par: 54. Length: 2,454m (2,684 yd.). Bus: 7 or 8.

Ocean View G olf Course  In the 1950s, this was a club for African B ermudians. 

Later, as other clubs started to admit black players, the course was neglected and fell into ORLD-CL disrepair. Ocean View’s reputation for spotty maintenance liv es on despite a $2-million 

 

 W renovation that v astly impr oved the course. H owever, the course is nicer than many  Y  A  people expect. I n the center of B ermuda, in D evonshire Parish, the course offers pan-

 

 PL oramic vie ws of the ocean fr om many of its elev ated tees. M any golfers consider the  O  T  terrain unpredictable; that, combined with rambling hills, makes the course mor e chal-

lenging than it appears. A fe w holes hav e as many as six tees.  Winds from the G reat 

Sound can have a greater effect on y our score than you might think.  The green on the 

WHERE 162m (177-yd.), par-3 5th hole has been cut into the coral hillside. B ecause the hole is 

draped with semitropical vines, golfers sometimes hav e the eerie feeling that they ’re hit-

ting the ball into a cave.

On weekdays, this course tends to be the least crowded on Bermuda. Greens fees are $85 

for 18 holes and $70 for 9 holes. G olf shoes (soft spikes) are mandatory and rent for $10.

2 Barkers H ill Rd ., Dev onshire P arish. & 441/295-9092. w ww.oceanview.bm. Daily 7:30am–6:30pm. 

Holes: 9 (18 tee positions). Par: 35. Length: 2,688m (2,940 yd.). Bus: 2, 10, or 11.

Port Ro yal G olf Course   Originally designed b y Robert Trent Jones, Sr., in 

1970, this stellar golf course was r estored and reopened in June 2009 after a multi-mil-

lion-dollar overhaul. G olfers cite its 7th and 8th holes as being par ticularly difficult, 

subject as they ar e to steep dogleg turns and occasional high winds, and the 15th and 

16th holes as “ gorgeous but tr eacherous,” thanks to their location on windy clifftops  173

ringing the peripher y of  Whale Bay. Greens fees ar e $193, or else $225 with golf car t 

included.

5 M iddle Rd ., S outhampton P arish. & 441/234-0974. w ww.portroyalgolf.bm. M on-Fri 7:30am–5pm; 

Sat-Sun 7am–5pm. Holes: 18. Par: 71. Length: 5,999m (6,561 yd.). Bus: 7 or 8.

 

6  OTHER OUTDOOR PURSUITS

 

BIKING

With a year-round average temperature of 70°F (21°C), Bermuda offers ideal weather for 

bicycling. Plus, biking is a great way to have fun and stay in shape, and it allo ws you to  FUN

 

take a hands-on approach to your sightseeing. But be forewarned: Most roads aren’t suit-  IN  able for beginners.  Think carefully and ask ar ound when y ou’re deciding where you or THE  your children can ride safely and comfortably.

In general, r oadways ar e w ell pav ed and maintained.  The island ’s speed limit is   SURF &

32kmph (20 mph) for all vehicles, but the roads are narrow and winding, and car traffic, 

especially during the day, tends to be heavy. Always exercise caution when riding a bike 

or scooter. Most drivers are considerate of cyclists, but a car may approach without warn-  SUN

ing because the government discourages unnecessary horn honking. Fellow cyclists might 

even overtake you—bicycle racing is one of the most popular local spor ts.

Much of the island’s terrain consists of flat str etches, although the hills pr ovide what  7

the locals call “challenges.” Some climbs are steep, especially on roads that run north and 

 

south. S outh R oad, thr ough S outhampton and  Warwick parishes, often leav es bikers  OTHER  huffing and puffing.

 

Renting a Bike  OUTDOOR PURSUIT

Push bikes or pedal bikes, the terms B ermudians use to distinguish bicy cles fr om 

mopeds, are a popular form of transportation. You can rent a bicycle by the hour, by the 

day, or for your entire stay. For information about bicycle and scooter rentals, see “Get-

ting There & Getting Around,” in chapter 3. All of the recommended shops rent bicycles. 

Many hotels hav e bicycles for guests’ use, with or without a fee. R entals generally cost 

$35 for one day , $60 for 2 days.  Three- and 10-speed bikes ar e usually av ailable. It’s 

always a smar t idea to call as far in adv ance as possible, because demand is gr eat, espe- S

cially from April to October.

 

Bermuda on Bionic Legs

The first tour of its kind, EZ Rider Electric Bike-n-Hike Sightseeing Excursions,

38 Main Rd., Somerset (& 441/777-3500; www.ezrider.bm/biketour.htm), offers 21/2-hour escorted tours for $80 per person. After departing from the Royal Naval 

Dockyard, you’ll ride on easy-to-pedal, electric seven-speed mountain bikes 

through the West End. You have to pedal to make your bike go, but once you’re 

moving, an electric motor assists you. As you ride almost effortlessly over country roads and through villages, you’ll feel as if you have bionic legs. When you reach 

the end of the tour, you can return to the Dockyard on a 20-minute ferry ride.

174 Where to Bike on Bermuda

Only the hardiest cyclists set out to traverse the 34km (21-mile) length of Bermuda in 1 

day. For most people, it ’s far better to focus on smaller sections at differ ent times. S o, 

decide what interests you parish by parish, and proceed from there. To save time, you can 

take your bike aboard various ferries (they’re free), and then begin cycling.

A safe choice for beginning riders is the Bermuda Railway Trail (see below). Some of 

the most inter esting cycling trails ar e in Devonshire and Smith’s parishes. The  hills 

throughout these areas guarantee that you’ll get your exercise for the day, and the beauti-

ful landscapes make your effort worthwhile. Spittal Pond, a wildlife sanctuary with bike 

paths running along seaside cliffs, is one of the most r ewarding destinations. Stop by a 

cycle shop for a trail map and some advice. N early all bike shop owners know Bermuda 

intimately and will mark up a map for you or give you any special guidance you need.

If you’re a real demon on a bike, you can go farther west for the challenge of pumping 

 SUN                                                                                                                                                                                              up to              Gibbs Hill Lighthouse, the oldest cast-ir on lighthouse in the world.  The pan-

oramic view from the foot of the lighthouse is w ell worth the effort.

If you’d like to combine a picnic with y our bicycle outing, head for Sandys Parish.

 SURF & First cross Somerset Bridge, the smallest drawbridge in the world, then pedal along Som-

THE erset Road to Fort Scaur Park. There you can relax and admire the view of Ely’s Harbour 

 IN                                                                                                                                                                                               while enjoying your picnic.

The Bermuda Railway Trail  An interesting bicycle option is the Bermuda Railway 

FUN                                                                                                                                                                                              Trail (see the bo x “Rattle & S hake: The Bermuda Railway  Trail,” on p . 88), which is 

restricted to bicyclists and pedestrians. The Railway Trail consists of seven sections, each 

7 with its own character. You can decide how much of the trail you’d like to cover in 1 day, 

S and which sections to focus on. P ick up a copy of the Bermuda Railway Trail Guide,

available at the Bermuda Department of Tourism in the City of Hamilton, or the Visitors 

Service Bureaus in the City of Hamilton and St. George, to help you plan your route.

 

HORSEBACK RIDING

Spicelands Riding Centre  This stable offers gr oup trail rides for $80 per person 

hourly. The regularly scheduled 1-hour jaunts begin at 7:30, 9, and 11am daily , year-

round. On spring, summer, and fall w eekends, there are also rides at 3 and 5pm. Book 

 OUTDOOR PURSUIT                                                                                                                                                                                              at least 1 day ahead, calling betw een 6am and 7pm.

Middle Rd., Warwick Parish. & 441/238-8212. www.spicelandsriding.com. Bus: 8. THER

O                                                                                                                                                                                              TENNIS

Nearly all the big hotels (and many of the smaller ones) hav e courts, most of which can 

be lit for night play . Pack y our tennis clothing and sneakers, because a tennis outfit 

(though it no longer needs to be white) may be r equired.

Each of the facilities listed below has a tennis pro on duty, and lessons can be arranged. 

All rent racquets and sell balls.

Elbow Beach Hotel  The Elbow Beach Hotel has five Laykold courts (one for lessons 

only). Lessons cost $70 for 1 hour. The 1 hour court fee is $10. Racquets can be r ented 

for $5 per hour, and balls are $6 per can of three.

60 South Rd., Paget Parish. & 441/236-3535. Call for bookings mid-Oct to mid-Apr daily 8am–5:30pm; 

mid-Apr to mid-Oct 8am–7pm (3 courts are floodlit for night play 7–9pm). Bus: 1, 2, or 7.

The Fairmont Southampton  This resort has Bermuda’s largest tennis court layout, 

with six Plexipave courts, three of which ar e lit for night play . The price for guests and 
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Finds  Exploring Bermuda’s Natural Wonderlands

 

The National  Trust in Bermuda has wisely pr    otected the island ’s natur e 

reserves. If you play by the rules—that is, don’t disturb animal life or take plant 

life as a souvenir—you can explore many of these natural w onderlands. If you 

enjoy natur e trails , they ’rxe one of the most r ewarding r easons t o visit Ber-muda.

  The best and lar gest sanctuary is Spittal Pond Nature Reserve in Smith ’s Parish. Birders visit the r eserve—especially from S eptember to April—to see 

herons, ducks, flamingos, terns, and many migratory fowl (which can’t be seen after March). This 24-hectare (59-acre) untamed seaside park is always open to  FUN

 

the public with no admission charge. The Department of Parks (& 441/236-  IN  5902  ) offers free guided t ours. Tours are offered primarily fr om November to 

May; call for schedules and additional information. THE

  The island abounds with other places of natural wonder. Craggy formations   SURF &

shaped over the c enturies out of limest one and c oral dot the beaches along 

the southern c oast, with t owering cliffs forming a backdr op. Some of Bermu-

da’s natural beaut y spots w ere badly damaged b y recent hurricanes, but 850   SUN

acres of trails, parks, and preserves are up and running again. You can join one 

of the many interpretative tours offered by local eco-heritage groups. To learn 

 

what’s available at the time of your visit, contact the Bermuda Audubon Soci- 7

ety in Hamilton (& 441/235-5513; www.audubon.bm).

SPEC

 

nonguests is $15 per hour. Evening rates are $6 extra. Racquets rent for $8 per hour, balls  TAT  cost $7 per can. Lessons are $80 for 1 hour.OR

101 South Rd., Southampton Parish. & 441/238-8000. Daily 8am–7pm (until 6pm in winter). Bus: 7 or 8.  SPORT

Government Tennis Stadium ( W.E.R. Joell  Tennis Stadium)  There are three 

clay and five Plexicushion courts here. Charges to play are $8 per hour for adults, $4 per  S

hour for juniors (12 and under). P laying at night on one of the thr ee lit courts costs $8 

extra. Tennis attire is mandatory. Racquets rent for $5 per hour; balls cost $6 per can.

Cedar Ave., Pembroke Parish. & 441/292-0105 to reserve a c ourt or arrange lessons . Winter Mon–Fri 

8am–10pm, Sat–Sun 8am–5pm; summer Mon–Fri 8am–10pm, Sat–Sun 8am–7pm. Bus: 1, 2, 10, or 11.

Grotto Bay B each Club  This resort across from the airpor t has some of the best 

tennis cour ts on the island.  The 8.5-hectar e (21-acr e) pr operty offers four P lexipave 

courts, two of which ar e well-lit for night games. G uests play for $10, nonguests $12 

during the day. At night guests pay $25, nonguests $27.  The hotel also rents rackets for 

$4 and tennis balls for $6 a can at the on-site pr o shop.

11 Blue Hole Hill, Hamilton Parish. & 441/293-8333. Daily 24 hr. Bus: 1, 3, 10, or 11.

 

7  SPEC TATOR SPORTS

 

In this tradition-bound British colony, the most popular spectator sports are cricket, soc-

cer, field hockey, and the not terribly genteel game of r ugby. As you might expect, boat-

ing, yachting, and sailing ar e also popular . The Bermuda Department of  Tourism can 176 provide dates and v enues for upcoming ev ents; see “ Visitor Information,” in the F ast 

Facts section of appendix A. Also see the “B ermuda Calendar of Events,” in chapter 3.

 

CRICKET

Far more Bermudians than you might suspect have memorized this terribly British sport’s 

arcane rules. If you arrive in midsummer (the game ’s high season), y ou’ll probably see 

several regional teams practicing on cricket fields thr oughout the island. Each match 

includes enough pageantry to remind participants of the game’s imperial antecedents and 

enough conviviality (picnics, socializing, and chitchat among the spectators) to giv e you 

a real feel for Bermuda.

The Cup M atch C ricket Festival is B ermuda’s most passionately watched cricket 

event, with hundr eds of vie wers turning out to cheer on family members and friends. 

Conducted during late J uly or early A ugust, it pairs B ermuda-based teams against one  SUN another. The event usually occurs at the headquarters of two of the island’s approximately 

30 cricket teams, either the St. George’s Cricket Club, Willington Slip Road (& 441/

297-0374), or the Somerset Cricket Club, Broome Street off Somerset Road (& 441/

 SURF &                                                                                                                                                                                              234-0327). Buy your tickets at the gate on the day of each ev ent, and expect to pay 

between $12 and $15 per ticket for entrance to this long-standing B ermuda tradition. THE

 IN                                                                                                                                                                                               GOLF TOURNAMENTS

FUN Bermuda offers some of the finest golfing terrain in the world, partly due to the climate, 

which suppor ts lush driving ranges and putting gr eens. I n addition, the ev er-present 

7 golfers play at surprisingly high lev els. Golf tournaments are held thr oughout the y ear, 

culminating in the annual, much-publiciz ed Bermuda O pen at the P ort R oyal G olf 

S Course in early O ctober. Amateurs and pr ofessionals are welcome to vie for one of the 

most sought-after golfing prizes in the world. For information or an application, contact 

the secretary of the Bermuda Golf Association (& 441/295-9972; fax 441/295-0304; 

 SPORT                                                                                                                                                                                              www.bermudagolf.org).

 

OR                                                                                                                                                                                              HORSE RACING & EQUESTRIAN COMPETITIONS T

TA                                                                                                                                                                                              Contact the National Equestrian Centre, Vesey Street, Devonshire Parish (& 441/291-

SPEC                                                                                                                                                                                              7223), for information about upcoming events. From September to Easter, harness races 

take place about twice a month.

A major equestrian event is in October: the FEI/Samsung Dressage Competition and 

Show-Jumping. Details are available from the Bermuda Equestrian Federation, P.O. 

Box DV 583, D evonshire DV BX, B ermuda ( & 441/234-0485; fax 441/234-3010; 

www.bef.bm). If you can’t reach the federation on the phone, which is quite likely , ask 

for information at the tourist office, or check the local ne wspaper.

 

SOCCER

Bermudians vie w soccer as an impor tant par t of elementar y education and activ ely 

encourage childr en and teenagers to par ticipate. I n early A pril, teams fr om countries 

around the Atlantic and Caribbean compete in three age divisions for the Diadora Youth 

Soccer Cup. Games are held on various fields throughout the island. More accessible to 

spectators at other times ar e the many high-school games held r egularly throughout the 

year. Contact the tourist office for a schedule.

 

YACHTING

Bermuda capitalizes on its geographical position in the mid-Atlantic to lure the yachting 

crowd. The racing season runs from March to November, with most races scheduled on weekends in the relatively calm waters of Bermuda’s Great Sound. The best land vantage 177 points include Spanish Point, the islands northeast of Somerset, and Hamilton Harbour. 

Shifting sightlines can make it confusing to watch races from land. Better views are avail-

able from the decks of privately owned boats that anchor near the edge of the racecourse, 

so it’s good to befriend a private boat owner. Although the carefully choreographed regat-

tas might be confusing to newcomers, the sight of a fleet of racing craft with spinnakers 

and pennants aloft is always exciting.

Bermuda is the final destination in two of the most important annual yacht races: the 

Annapolis–Bermuda R ace (www.bermudaoceanrace.com) and the ev en mor e pr esti-gious Newport–Bermuda Race (www.bermudarace.com), both held in late J une. Both 

provide enough visual distraction and maritime pageantr y to keep y ou enthralled. Par-

 

ticipating yachts range fr om 9 to 30m (30–98 ft.) in length, and their skippers ar e said  FUN  to be among the most dedicated in the world.

Around H alloween, the autumn winds pr opel doz ens of less ex otic racing craft   IN 

through the waters of the Great Sound. They compete in a series of one-on-one playoffs  THE

for the King Edward VII Gold Cup International Match Racing Tournament.

The island’s yachting ev ents are by no means limited to international competitions.   SURF &

Bermuda’s sheltered bays and windsw ept open seas pr ovide year-round enticement for 

 

anyone who has ever wanted to experience the thrill of a snapping jib and taut mainsail.   SUN  See “Sailing,” under “More Fun in the Water,” earlier in this chapter, for details on yacht 

charters.
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8    Seeing the Sights

 

Even though a lar ge number of and the E mpire S tate B uilding.  The 

people live on this small island, you should  Aquarium, D evil’s H ole, and cr uise-boat 

never feel cr owded.  There ar e no bill- outings are all popular for first-time visi-

boards or neon signs, and ex cept for the  tors. For trav elers on a second, thir d, or 

rush hour in and ar ound Hamilton, rela- fourth visit to Bermuda, a different experi-

tively few cars to spoil the rolling country- ence unfolds. O nce y ou’ve done all the 

side. M ost houses seem to fit quite “must-sees,” y ou’ll want to walk ar ound 

naturally into the landscape. and make disco veries on y our o wn. The 

Because of Bermuda’s small size, it’s easy  best parishes for walking are Somerset and 

to get to know the island parish by parish.  St. George’s, and the City of Hamilton.

There’s much to see, whether you travel by  But don’t fill your days with too much 

bike, ferry, bus, or taxi.  You’ll need plenty  structured sightseeing.  You’ll also want 

of time, though, because the pace is slo w.  time to lounge on the beach, play in the 

Cars and other motorized vehicles, such as    water, or hit the links; and to enjo        y 

mopeds, must obser ve the maximum   moments such as sitting b y the harbor in 

speed of 24kmph (15 mph) in the City of  the late afternoon, enjo ying the vie ws as 

Hamilton and S t. G eorge, and 32kmph  the yachts glide b y. Absorbing Bermuda’s 

(20 mph) in the countr yside. The speed  beauty at y our own pace and stopping to 

limits ar e rigidly enfor ced, and ther e ar e  chat with the occasional islander will giv e 

severe penalties for violations.                  you a real taste of Bermuda.

If you’re visiting for the first time, y ou  In this chapter , w e’ll go on a do-it-

may want to follo w the traditional tourist  yourself tour, parish b y parish. Also con-

route, basically the equiv alent of visiting  sider taking one or mor e of the walking 

New York and seeing the Statue of Liberty    tours that we describe in chapter 4.

 

Tips  The Fun of Getting Lost

Many guidebooks contend that you can’t get lost in Bermuda. Don’t believe them! As you travel along the narrow, winding roads, originally designed for the 

horse and carriage, you may go astray—several times—especially if you’re look-

ing for an obscure guesthouse on some long-forgotten lane. But don’t worry, you 

won’t stay lost for long. Bermuda is so narrow—only about 3km (13/4 miles) wide at its broadest point—that if you keep going east or west, you’ll eventually come 

to a main road. The principal arteries are North Shore Road, Middle Road, and 

South Road (also unofficially referred to as South Shore Rd.), so you’ll usually 

have at least some sense of what par t of the island you’re in.




1   179  ISL AND HIGHLIGHTS

 

THE TOP ATTRACTIONS

Although Bermuda is small, you really can’t see much of it in a day or two . If you have 

more time, you may want to explor e it methodically, parish by parish. That’s what we’ll 

do in this chapter—visit each parish’s attractions in detail, from west to east. If your time 

is limited, however, you may want to consider heading straight for the follo wing high-

lights. For details, see the appropriate section in this book.

•  A walking tour of historic S t. George Town (see “The Best of Bermuda in 1 Day,” in 




chapter 4).

•  A walking tour of the City of H amilton, Bermuda’s largest city and the seat of its 

government. (See “The Best of Bermuda in 2 Days” in chapter 4, and chapter 9 if you 

want to combine shopping and sightseeing.)

•  A fascinating ode to Bermuda’s nautical heritage housed in a 19th-century fortress: the 

Bermuda Maritime Museum with its spectacular, fully restored Commissioner’s House 

at the Royal Naval Dockyard on Ireland Island in Sandys Parish. SEEING

•  The Bermuda Aquarium, Museum & Zoo, a wonderful complex along North Shore 

 

•  A guided tour of spectacular C rystal Caves, including cr ystal-clear Cahow Lake, in Road across Flatts Bridge in Hamilton Parish.  THE

Hamilton Parish.  SIGHT

•  The 18th-century mansion known as Verdmont in Smith’s Parish. It stands on prop-

 

•  Fort Hamilton, a massiv e Victorian fortification overlooking the City of H amilton erty once owned by the man who left Bermuda to found South Carolina. S

and its harbor. (See “The Best of Bermuda in 2 Days,” in chapter 4.) •  The Botanical G ardens, a S hangri-La in the mid-A tlantic, on S outh Road in P aget  8

Parish. Within its boundaries, y ou’ll find B ermuda’s newest attraction, the B ermuda  ISL

Masterworks Collection, inaugurated in 2008. AND

•  Gibbs Hill Lighthouse in S outhampton Parish, the oldest cast-ir on lighthouse in the 

world.  HIGHLIGHT

•  Southampton Parish’s Horseshoe Bay Beach, the most photographed of the island ’s 

pink sandy beaches. (See “Horseshoe Bay Beach,” in chapter 7.)

•  Paget Parish’s Elbow Beach, Bermuda’s top str etch of sand for beach activities. (S ee 

“Elbow Beach,” in chapter 7.) S

HIGHLIGHTS FOR ARCHITECTURE LOVERS

All of B ermuda inter ests ar chitecture aficionados. M ark Twain wr ote of the color of 

Bermudian houses and r oofs: “It is exactly the white of the icing of a cake, and has the 

same emphasized and scar cely perceptible polish.  The white of marble is modest and 

retiring compared with it . . . clean-cut fanciful chimneys—too pur e and white for this 

world—that will charm one ’s gaze by the hour.” For more details and lor e, contact the 

Bermuda National Trust (www.bnt.bm), and see “B ermuda Ar t & Ar chitecture,” in 




chapter 2, as well as the rest of this chapter.

The Town of St. George

The oldest and most historic settlement on the island is likely to hold the greatest fascina-

tion for architecture buffs.

180    The Old State House, constructed in 1620, is the oldest stone house on B ermuda. 

The governor at the time, Nathaniel Butler, had the house built in an Italianate style. He 

ordered the workmen to use a combination of turtle oil and lime as mortar, a convention 

seen in many other buildings in B ermuda.  You can vie w the inside of the house on 

Wednesdays only, from 10am to 4pm. Admission is free.

Many architects have wanted to finish the Unfinished Church, which you can reach 

using B lockade Alley . Constr uction began in 1874, but a schism dev eloped in the 

church, and there was no money to continue the project. To this day, true to its name, it 

remains unfinished.

The Old R ectory, no w a priv ate r esidence, was built b y a former pirate in 1705. 

Located on B road Alley, it’s distinguished b y its D utch doors, chimneys, shutters, and 

what’s called a “ welcoming arms” staircase, which widens in an “ embrace” toward the 

ground level. The rectory is open to visitors November through March only, Wednesday 

from 1 to 5pm. Admission is free.

From an ar chitectural point of vie w, one of the most intriguing str uctures in S t. 

George is St. Peter’s Church, on Duke of York Street. This is the oldest Anglican Church 

in the  Western Hemisphere, dating fr om 1620. I t was built to r eplace an ev en older S structure (from 1612) that had been poorly constructed from posts and palmetto leaves. 

A storm destr oyed the 1620 chur ch in 1712.  The pr esent St. Peter’s was r ebuilt and 

 SIGHT enlarged in 1713; galleries w ere added to each side of the chur ch in 1833.  The section 

around the triple-tier ed pulpit is believ ed to be the oldest par t of the str ucture, dating  THE from the 1600s.  The first governor of the island, Richar d Moore, ordered construction 

of the dark red Bermuda cedar altar in 1615. It’s the oldest surviving piece of woodwork 

from Bermuda’s colonial period.

SEEING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          Tucker House, on Water Street, was built of native limestone. The house is furnished 

8 in an inter esting manner, mostly with pieces fr om the mid-1700s and early 1800s. I t’s 

open Monday through Saturday from 10am to 4pm. A dmission is $3 for adults, $2 for 

children 6 to 18, free for children 5 and under.

OURS                                                                                                                                                                                              Smith’s Parish

 T                                                                                                                                                                                              Another notable architectural structure is Verdmont (p. 197), a mansion on  Verdmont 

Lane. Dating from around 1710, it was owned by a wealthy shipowner, and also by the 

founder of the colony of S outh Carolina. Other owners included an American Loyalist, 

John Green, who fled fr om Philadelphia to B ermuda at the end of the R evolutionary 

ORGANIZED War. Built to resemble an English manor house, Verdmont has a striking double roof and 

a quartet of large chimneys. Each room has a fireplace. The style of the sash windows was 

once fashionable in English manor houses.

 

2  ORGANIZED TOURS

 

It’s relatively easy to explore Bermuda on your own. But, if you prefer help from island-

born and -br ed r esidents, it ’s av ailable. S ee also “S norkeling,” “Scuba D iving,” and 

“Other Outdoor Pursuits,” in chapter 7, for other ways to tour the island.

 

INSIDER TOURS

Visitors to Bermuda have the opportunity to gain an even deeper understanding of local 

attractions through the Bermuda Explorers Program, a series of tours and pr ograms. 

The island ’s cultural leaders, business o wners, and other local r esidents ar e cr eating 
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Moments  Frommer’s Favorite Bermuda Experiences

 

Strolling Bermuda’s Pink Sands  The pink sand beaches ar e reason enough to c ome t o Bermuda. F ind y our fa vorite c ove (perhaps  Whale Ba y, A stwood 

Cove, or Jobson’s Cove) and str oll aimlessly at da wn, at t wilight, or whenev er 

your fanc y dic tates. S ee the map  “Bermuda’s Best P ublic Beaches & Snorkel Sites” on p . 158.

Cycling  On a r ented bicycle, or ma ybe a moped built f or two, explore Ber-muda from end to end. Start in St. Geor ge in the East End and go all the wa y 

to the Ro yal Na val Dock yard in the  West End, or vic e versa. You can do this in 1 da y or str etch it out. S ee “Other Outdoor Pursuits,” in chapt er 7.

Touring the Commissioner’s House at the Royal Naval Dockyard Ar ound 1850, it was the most visible symbol in the mid-A tlantic of the Imperial power of the British Navy. After the turn of the millennium, it was majestically restored 

from a dilapidat ed ruin int o a glo wing memorial t o another age and time .

SEEING

Visiting the Bermuda Masterworks Collection in the Botanical Gardens A source of enormous civic pride , it contains the largest assortment of ar tworks 

inspired by “Bermuda as Muse” in the w orld—proof positive that lots of other   THE

artistically sensitive people ha ve loved the island as much as w e do.

Following the B ermuda Railway Trail  SIGHT   As you follow this int ermittent trail 

from one end of the island t o the other , you’ll take in panoramic seascapes , see exotic flora and fauna, hear the soothing sounds of the island ’s bird life,  S

and of ten ha ve long str etches of trail c ompletely t o y ourself. S ee “Rattle & 

Shake: The Bermuda R ailway Trail” on p . 88. 8

Viewing Bermuda from Gibbs Hill Ligh thouse  Climb the 185 st eps of the  ORGANIZED

oldest cast-iron lighthouse (p. 189) in the w orld for one of the g reatest views 

of the Atlantic Ocean. Springtime visitors may be lucky enough to see migrat-

ing whales bey ond the shor e reefs.

 

 T

OURS

opportunities to pr esent trav elers with an in-depth and unique look at B ermuda. 

Arrangements for tours can be made thr ough the Visitors Service Bureaus (p. 230). 

Most tours charge admission fees that range fr om $10 to $35. The following is a list of tours currently available through the Bermuda Explorers Program:

Art and Architecture Walk  A pre-opening-hours tour starts at the Bermuda National Gallery with a museum curator , then continues into the to wn of H amilton. G uests 

receive a map of ar t in public places and local galleries and can meet with the galler y 

owners or artists on their own.

Gumba Trail  A historic journey thr ough time via a cultural natur e walk, the trail 

describes the background of the Caribbean Junkanoo dancers and their connection to the 

Gombeys of Bermuda, along with commentary on the island’s plant life and its uses.

Verdmont Historic House Museum  A historian from the National Trust accompanies 

visitors on a private tour of Verdmont. Built in 1710, the house contains Bermuda’s most 

notable collection of antique cedar-wood furniture, portraits, and toys.
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A T L A N T I C

O C E A N

 

Ireland Island N. 1

3

2

Ireland Island S.
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Admiralty House Park  14           The Bermuda National             Cathedral of the Most Bermuda Aquarium, Natural         Trust Museum  32               Holy Trinity  17

History Museum & Zoo  28       Bermuda Underwater             Christ Church  13

Bermuda Arts Centre  2              Exploration Institute  18          Crystal Caves  29 Bermuda Biological Station           “Birdcage”  17                    Deliverance  33

for Research  30                  Birdsey Studio  21                 Firefly and Freer Cox 

Bermuda Craft Market  2           Black Watch Well  15             Memorial  23 Bermuda Historical                  Botanical Gardens  22             Fort St. Catherine  34

Society Museum  17             Bridge House Gallery  29          Fort Hamilton  17

Bermuda Maritime Museum  1      Carter House (St. David’s           Gates Fort  35 Bermuda National Gallery  17         Island Historical Site)  31          Gibbs Hill Lighthouse  11
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St. George’s Historical 

Society Museum  32  T

OURS

St. James’ Anglican Church  6 St. Peter’s Church  32 Sessions House  17 Seymour’s Pond 

Nature Reserve  10 Gilbert Nature                     Old Devonshire Parish             Somerset Bridge  8

Reserve  4                      Church  24                    Somers Garden  32 Government House  16         Old Rectory  32                  Spittal Pond Nature Hamilton City Hall &              Old State House  32                Reserve  27

Arts Centre  17                Paget Marsh  20                 Town Hall (St. George’s)  32 Heydon Trust  5                 Palm Grove  25                  Tucker House Museum  32 Hog Bay Park  9                 Perot Post Office  17              Unfinished Cathedral  32 Idwal Hughes                   Royal Naval                       Verdmont  26

Nature Reserve  29              Dockyard  3                   Warwick Long Bay  12 The Masterworks Museum      Scaur Hill Fort Park /              Warwick Pond  13

of Bermuda Art  22             Fort Scaur  7                   Waterville  19

184 ENVIRONMENTAL TOURS

The not-for-profit Bermuda Institute of Ocean Sciences has collected the world’s most 

comprehensive data on the oceanographic absorption of human-released carbon dioxide. 

It has tracked carbon dio xide levels for more than 40 y ears over a 21km (13-mile) ar ea 

southeast of Bermuda. The National Science Foundation awarded the station a $500,000 

grant to study climate change, the gr eenhouse effect, and the carbon cy cle. The station 

has also compiled an extensive record on acid rain in the North American atmosphere.

You can learn firsthand what the station’s scientists are studying by taking a free 1 hour 

guided tour of the grounds and laboratory in St. George. Guides explain what scientific 

studies are being conducted in B ermuda and how they relate to the o verall world envi-

ronment. They also discuss the island’s natural areas, including the coral reefs, which are 

protected by strict conser vation laws, and ho w humans hav e produced changes in the 

fragile ecological environment.

Trained volunteers and scientists who are carrying out studies conduct the educational 

tours, offered at 10am on Wednesday. Visitors should assemble before 10am in the Bio-

logical Station’s Hanson Hall. For more information, contact the B ermuda Biological 

Station for R esearch, 17 B iological Lane, F erry Reach, St. George (& 441/297-1880;

S                                                                                                                                                                                              www.bios.edu). The tour lasts 1 hour.

 

 SIGHT                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        3                             SANDYS PARISH THE

Sandys Parish is one of the island’s real beauty spots. If you’re looking for a place to just 

SEEING wander about and get lost on a summer day , this lovely parish is w ell worth your time. 

Fort Scaur and the Royal Naval Dockyard on Ireland Island are the major attractions. If 

 

8 you’re pressed for time, skip the Gilbert Nature Reserve and St. James’ Anglican Church.  To explore this tip of the fishhook that is Bermuda, it’s best to take a ferry (the fare is 

$4. The trip fr om the City of H amilton to Watford Bridge takes 45 minutes, and y ou 

can take y our bike onboar d free (there’s a $4 charge for scooters and mopeds). F erries 

 

ARISH originating in the City of H amilton also stop at Cav ello Bay, Somerset Bridge, Boaz   P  S  Island, and the Royal Naval Dockyard. The  Visitors Information Bureau  is at the Royal  Y  Naval Dockyard (  &  441/234-3824  ), across from the ferry terminal. From May to Octo-

SAND                                                                                                                                                                                              ber, hours are Monday to Friday and Sunday 9am to 5pm (closed Sat).

Gilbert Nature Reserve  In the center of the island lies the Gilbert Nature Reserve, 

2 hectares (5 acres) of unspoiled woodland. I t bears the name of the family that o wned 

the property from the early 18th century until 1973, when the Bermuda National Trust 

acquired it (in conjunction with the B ermuda Audubon Society). The reserve is one of 

the best places on the island for bird-watching, and it is riddled with paths that connect 

to the Railway Trail that crosses Bermuda. In the northeastern corner of the r eserve are 

the finest examples of mature Bermuda cedars on the island.

Somerset Rd. & 441/236-6483. Free admission. Daily dawn to dusk. Organized tours available. Bus: 7 or 

8 from the City of Hamilton.

Scaur Hill F ort Park On the highest hill in S omerset, Fort Scaur was par t of a 

ring of for tifications constructed in the 19th centur y, during a period of tr oubled rela-

tions betw een Britain and the U nited States. Intended as a last-ditch defense for the 

Royal Naval Dockyard, the fort was skillfully constr ucted, taking advantage of the land 

contours to camouflage its pr esence from detection at sea.  The for t has subterranean 
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Kids  Especially for Kids

 

Bermuda is a great destination for the entire family. Most resorts offer children’s 

activities and special family pack ages. Most of the lar ger properties also g ive 

Mom and Dad an oppor tunity to spend some time alone b y offering babysit-

ting services for minimal fees.

  More importantly, Bermuda off ers many activities that will keep k ids inter-

ested all da y long. Kid-friendly activities include sailing, water-skiing, snorkel-

ing, and glass-bott om-boat trips fr om April t o Oc tober, plus t ennis, visits t o 

museums and ca ves, and a wide arra y of walk ing t ours. Her e ar e some of Bermuda’s top sights and ac tivities for k ids:

Bermuda A quarium, Museum & Z oo (p . 197)  This c omplex off ers k ids a wonderful introduction to the undersea world. Hand-held cassette recordings let you listen to a hist ory of marine lif e as y ou visit liv e exhibits of Bermuda ’s 

native fish.

Bermuda Maritime Museum SEEING

 (p . 187)  Everyone in the family takes equal 

delight in seeing the exhibits of Bermuda ’s nautical hist ory in this authentic 

Victorian f ortress museum. Although exhibits ar    e scatt ered ar ound the           THE grounds of a half- dozen outbuildings , its c enterpiece, the C ommissioner’s 

House, is packed with enough references to the historical dramas of yesteryear   SIGHT

to keep pr e-teens diverted and amused .

Bermuda R ailway Trail  This natur e walk , with str olls o verlooking the sea- S

shore and along quiet tr ee-lined alley ways, is suitable f or the entir e family . 

You can pick up the 34k m (21-mile) trail at man y points and explor e as many  8

sections as y ou like , ac cording t o y our stamina and int erests. S ee “Rattle & Shake: The Bermuda R ailway Trail” on p . 88. SAND

Crystal Caves (p. 197)  Two boys chasing a runa way ball in 1907 disc overed 

an enormous ca vern and an under ground lake . Easily na vigable walk ways,  YS P

and informative guides, take parents and k ids down into the caverns in Ham- ARISH

ilton Parish.

 

passages and a dr y moat that str etches acr oss the land fr om E ly’s H arbour to G reat 

Sound.

Open to visitors since 1957, F ort Scaur has become one of S omerset’s most popular 

tourist attractions.  The for t has panoramic vie ws of E ly’s Harbour and G reat Sound; 

using the free telescope, you’ll see such faraway points as St. David’s Lighthouse and Fort 

St. Catherine.  The fort sits on 9 hectar es (22 acr es) of par kland filled with inter esting 

trails, picnic areas, a rocky shoreline for fishing, and a public dock. Picnic tables, benches, 

and restrooms are available.
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Fun Facts  The World’s Smallest Drawbridge

After leaving Fort Scaur, you can continue over the much-photographed 17th-

century Somerset Bridge, the world’s smallest drawbridge. During the rare moments when it’s open for marine traffic, the space between the spans is a 

mere 56 centimeters (22 in.) at road level—just large enough for the mast of a 

sailboat to pass through.

 

Ely’s Harbour, Somerset Rd. & 441/236-5902. Free admission. Daily 10am–4:30pm. Closed Dec 25, Jan 

15. Bus: 7 or 8 from the City of Hamilton.

St. James’ Anglican Church  This is one of the most beautiful chur ches on B er-

muda. It was constructed on the site of a str ucture that was destroyed by a hurricane in 

1780. The present church was built 9 years later. A unique feature is the altar, which faces 

west instead of the customar y east. The north and south aisles w ere added in 1836, the 

S entrance gate in 1872, and the spir e and chancel in 1880.  The church was str uck by 

lightning in 1939 and restored shortly thereafter.

90 Somerset Rd. & 441/234-0834. Free admission. Daily 8am–5pm. Bus: 7 or 8 from the City of Hamilton. SIGHT

 THE                                                                                                                                                                                              IRELAND ISLAND & THE ROYAL NAVAL DOCKYARD

The American War of Independence created a crisis for Britain’s military planners: Ports 

along the U.S. Atlantic seaboard were closed to British warships for repairs and replenish-

SEEING ments. And during the N apoleonic Wars with France, the need for a B ritish-controlled 

stronghold in the mid-A tlantic became something appr oaching an obsession with B rit-

8    ain’s militar y leaders. B eginning in 1809, foundations for a massiv     e nav al for tress 

evolved, based mostly on enfor ced labor fr om slaves (and later fr eed slaves), prisoners, 

and prisoners-of-war.

ARISH Today, the R oyal N aval D ockyard is one of the pr emier attractions of B ermuda. 

 P Within the sprawling compound are a working men’s prison (closed, for understandable 

Y reasons, to the casual visitor), a scattering of shops and r estaurants, and the attractions  S

listed below.

SAND                                                                                                                                                                                              Bermuda Arts Centre  Works by local artists are the focus in this gallery, with exhib-

its changing about every 4 to 6 w eeks. An eclectic range of original ar t and prints is for 

sale. Local ar tists in r esidence include a cedar sculptor and a je welry maker. O n the 

premises y ou’ll see four ar tists laboring in their r espective mediums: wood-sculpting, 

jewelry making, oil painting, and w eaving. There’s a small gift shop on-site, displaying 

and selling the wares of these and other artists.

Maritime Lane. & 441/234-2809. www.artbermuda.bm. Free admission. Daily 10am–5pm. S ee trans-

portation information under the Royal Naval Dockyard listing below.

Bermuda Craft Market  This is the prime place to watch local artists at work and to 

buy their war es, some of which make ideal souv enirs. Established in 1987, within the 

shadowy, thick-walled premises of what was originally conceived as a warehouse and boat 

repair yard, this market offers items made from Bermuda cedar, candles, clothing, dolls, 

fabrics, hand-painted goods, jewelry, metal and gem sculptur e, needlework, quilts, shell 

art, glass panels, and woven-cane goods, among other things.

In the Cooperage Building, 4 Freeport Rd. & 441/234-3208. Free admission. Nov–Mar daily 10:30am– 187

5pm; Apr–Oct daily 9:30am–6pm. See transportation information under the Royal Naval Dockyard listing 

below.

Bermuda Maritime Museum     Kids  Housed in a 19th-century fortress built by 

convict labor, this museum exhibits artifacts, models, and maps pertaining to Bermuda’s 

nautical heritage. The fortress’s massive buildings of fitted stone, with their v aulted ceil-

ings of English brick, would be worth visiting even if they weren’t crammed with artifacts 

and exhibits. S o are the 9m (30-ft.) defensiv e ramparts; the undergr ound tunnels, gun 

ports, and magazines; and the water gate and pond designed for boats entering fr om the 

sea. Exhibits in six large halls illustrate the island ’s long, intimate connection with the sea—from Spanish exploration to 20th-centur y ocean liners, fr om racing dinghies to 

practical fishing boats, from shipbuilding and privateering to naval exploits.

The compound’s most impressive component is the Commissioner’s House, dating 

from ar ound 1834.  The world ’s first cast-ir on building was once the B ritish colonial government’s equivalent of the White House in Washington, D.C. Although its life as a 

historic monument began after its restoration in 2000, many of its exhibits w eren’t fully 

operational until about 7 y ears later. Today, glistening with a richly r estored sense of  SEEING

Imperial Britain at the height of the  Victorian age, it contains exhibits associated with 

slavery and the slave trade; antique maps; a collection of 19th and 20th century maritime 

paintings; watercolors with maritime themes painted in B ermuda; exhibits linking B er-  THE

 

to the cooperative efforts of the British and U.S. Navies.  SIGHT  muda’s trade and emigration patterns to the Azores and the West Indies; and testimonials 

Don’t omit a visit to the half-doz en stone and masonr y buildings surr ounding the 

Commissioner’s House. The best of these is the 1837 Shifting House, which opened for  S

viewing by the public in 1979.  The artifacts inside include gold bars, potter y, jewelry, 

 

collection includes some earthenware and pewter that belonged to the English settlers on  SAND  their way to Jamestown aboard the  silver coins, and other items r ecovered from 16th- and 17th-centur y shipwrecks. The  8

Sea Venture, which was wrecked in 1609. Most visitors 

 

come here to gaze at the Tucker Treasure. A well-known local diver, Teddy Tucker, made  YS P

ARISH

 

Finds  A Park of Your Own

 

Just when y ou thought that ev erything in  “Paradise” (as locals call Bermuda) 

had been discovered, you happen upon 15-hectare (37-acre) Hog Bay Park. In spite of its unattractive name, this is one of the beaut y spots of Bermuda, and 

one of its least visited attractions. To reach the park from the City of Hamilton, 

take a ferry across Great Sound, getting off at the S omerset Bridge ferry stop. 

Cross the Somerset drawbridge and follow the trail of the old Bermuda Railway. Cross Middle Road into the park. Once at the park you’ll pass ruins of lime kilns 

once used f or mak ing lime t o paint the famous whit ewashed roofs of island 

homes. A s you meander, you’ll c ome across old abandoned c ottages, finally reaching Sugar Loaf Hill with its Look Out Point. From here, you’ll be rewarded 

with one of the g reatest panoramic view s on Bermuda. A s Barbra Str eisand 

might put it: “On a clear day, you can see forever.”

188 a significant find in 1955 when he disco vered the wreck of the San Antonio, a Spanish 

vessel that had gone down off the coast of B ermuda in a violent storm in 1621. O ne of 

the great treasures of this find, the Pectoral Cross, was stolen in 1975 just before Queen 

Elizabeth II officially opened the museum. The priceless original cross was replaced by a 

fake. The original cross has not been r ecovered, and its mysterious disappearance is still 

the subject of much discussion.

As y ou enter the P arade G round at the entrance to the museum, y ou’ll notice a 

3m-high (93/4-ft.) figure of King Neptune. This has been duplicated in Indiana limestone 

from a figure that was recovered from HMS Irresistible, when the ship was broken up in 

1891. The Queen’s Exhibition Hall houses general maritime exhibits, including displays 

on navigation, whaling, and cable and wir eless communications. A “B ermuda in F ive 

Hours” exhibit focuses on P an American’s early “ flying boats.” The building itself was 

constructed in 1850 for the purpose of storing 4,860 barrels of gunpowder. Some of the 

most intriguing objects on display within this building w ere salvaged from 16th- and 

17th-century wrecks discovered in Bermuda’s offshore waters.

The Forster Cooper Building (1852) illustrates the history of Bermuda and its Atlan-

tic trade routes. The Boatloft houses part of the museum’s boat collections, including the S                                                                                                                                                                                              century-old fitted dinghy Victory, the 5m (16-ft.) Spirit of Bermuda, and the Rambler, the 

only surviving Bermuda pilot gig (a commanding officer’s light boat kept on a large ship). 

 SIGHT On the upper floor , the original dockyar d clock, which is still wor king, chimes ev ery 

quarter-hour. S omewhere within the maritime museum, within pr emises still under  THE debate at press time for this edition, is the Bromby Bottle Collection, boasting more than 

2,000 rare and antique bottles that hav e washed up on B ermuda’s shores. Admission to 

the Shifting House, Q ueen’s E xhibition H all, Forster Cooper B uilding, Boatloft, and 

SEEING Commissioner’s H ouse ar e included in the entrance price to the B ermuda M aritime 

8    Museum.

Royal Naval Dockyard. & 441/234-1418. www.bmm.bm. Admission $10 adults, $8 seniors, $5 children 

5–15, free for children 4 and under. Daily 9:30am–5pm (last ticket sold daily at 4pm). Closed Dec 25. S ee 

transportation information under the Royal Naval Dockyard listing below.

 

ARISH                                                                                                                                                                                              The Ro yal Na val Docky ard                                                      The D ockyard, with its B ermuda M aritime  P S Y Museum, is the number one tourist attraction on Bermuda. Even if you plan to spend all your precious Bermuda time on the pink sandy beaches, try to schedule at least a half-day SAND                                                                                                                                                                                              to check it out.

The Royal Naval Dockyard has been transformed into a par k, with  Victorian street 

lighting and a  Terrace Pavilion and bandstand for concer ts. When the Bermudian gov-

ernment bought this dockyar d, which had been on B ritish Admiralty land, in 1953, it 

marked the end of B ritish naval might in the w estern Atlantic. A multimillion-dollar 

cruise-ship dock has been built and a tourist village has emerged; today , vendors push 

carts filled with food, dry goods, and local crafts. There’s a full-service marina with float-

ing docks, a clubhouse, and sho wers.  The ar ea also houses the B ermuda M aritime 

Museum, the N eptune Theatre (a 118-seat cinema sho wing feature films two times a 

night, with matinees Fri–Sun; & 441/291-2035), the Crafts Market, and the Bermuda 

Arts Centre, which ar e all described abo ve. The entire dockyard is closed G ood Friday 

and Christmas D ay. F or mor e information about the D ockyard and its M aritime 

Museum, call & 441/234-1333 or visit www.bmm.bm.

Ferries from the City of Hamilton stop at Ireland Island, at the western end of Bermuda, once each hour 

7am–6pm. Fare $4 each way. (In addition to the regular ferry route, additional runs have been added to 

the schedule to allow visitors greater access to the Dockyard’s after-dark activities; depending on the day 
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Moments  Stepping Back into the Ice Age

 

Bermuda has one of the highest c   oncentrations of limest one ca ves in the 

world. Most began f orming during the Pleist ocene Ice Age. As early as 1623, 

the adventurer Capt. John Smith wrote that he had encountered “vary strange, 

darke, cumbersome caves [sic].”

  In Bermuda, natur e’s patient, r elentless under ground sculpting has lef t 

behind a dr eam w orld f or ev en the casual spelunker . Deep in the majestic 

silence of the ear th’s interior, you can r oam in ca verns full of g reat stalactites 

and stalagmites of Gothic grandeur, delicacy, and beauty. This awesome under-ground has been the inspiration for creative achievements as diverse as Shake-

speare’s The Tempest and Henson Associates’ Fraggle Rock.

  You can visit Crystal Caves on guided tours; the cave complex is along Har-rington Sound Road in Hamilton Parish (p. 197).

 

SEEING

 

of the w eek, you might still be able t o catch a f erry from Hamilton to the Dock yard at 8pm and then 

return t o Hamilt on as lat e as 11:30pm. C all 441/295-4506 for information on these lat er schedules.)   THE

Buses (no. 7 or 8) leave the City of Hamilton for the Royal Naval Dockyard Mon–Sat every 15 min. 6:45am–

11:45pm. The trip takes 1 hr. and costs $4.50 for adults, $1 for children 5–15, free for children 4 and under.   SIGHT

Note: Drivers accept this exact bus fare in coins only.

S

4  SOUTHAMPTON PARISH

8

Most visitors stop by Southampton for the beaches, if for no other reason. Even if you’re  W

not staying here, it’s worth a journey to see the view from Gibbs Hill Lighthouse—there’s  AR

no finer panorama in all of B ermuda. WICK

Gibbs Hill Lighthouse Southampton’s main attraction is this completely restored   P

lighthouse, built in 1846. I t’s the oldest cast-ir on lighthouse in the world. Although  ARISH

there’s a 185-step climb to the top , the panoramic vie w of B ermuda and its shor eline 

from the balcony make the ex ertion worthwhile. You can also vie w the same panorama 

that Queen Elizabeth II gazed on in 1953; just find the commemoration plaque b y the 

entrance to the lighthouse.  The lighthouse keeper will explain the wor kings of the 

machinery. If you visit in the spring, y ou may spot migrating whales bey ond the south-

shore reefs.

Gibbs H ill, Lighthouse Rd . (bt w. S outh and M iddle r ds.). & 441/238-8069; w ww.bermuda4u.com 

Admission $2.50 free for children 4 and under. Daily 9am–5pm. Closed F eb. Bus: 7 or 8 fr om the City of 

Hamilton.

 

5  WARWICK PARISH

 

This parish has fe w sightseeing attractions, but it is a place of natural beauty . Visitors 

come here mostly for the sandy beach, Warwick Long Bay, on South Road—it’s one of 

the finest on B ermuda (see “B eaches,” in chapter 7, for details). N earby, you can visit 190 Christ Church, across from the Belmont Hotel on Middle Road. Built in 1719, it’s one 

of the oldest Scottish Presbyterian churches in the New World.

Warwick is also the site of some of the best golf and horseback riding in Bermuda. See 




chapter 7 for specifics on these activities.

 

6  PAGET PARISH

 

On every visit to B ermuda, we schedule a long stopo ver at the Botanical G ardens with 

its associated art museum, the Masterworks Museum of Bermuda Art. They’re worth the 

trip, even if you’re staying in the East End. Once you’re here, Waterville, one of the old-

est houses in B ermuda, merits a look.  You could cap y our visit with a walk thr ough 

unspoiled Paget Marsh, although y ou might skip it if y ou’ve already seen S pittal Pond 

(see “Smith’s Parish,” later in this chapter).

The Birdsey Studio  Jo Birdsey Lindberg, daughter of the island’s best-known artist, 

Alfred Birdsey (1912–96), sells original ar twork, watercolors, and oils. An experienced 

S painter, she continues a family tradition b y producing and showing her work here, in a 

garden setting. H er impr essionistic style appears in compositions ranging fr om land-

scapes of B ermuda to ar chitectural and nautical themes. Also av ailable ar e notecar ds 

 SIGHT reproduced from paintings by Alfred Birdsey. It’s always best to call ahead to make sur e 

 THE                                                                                                                                                                                              the studio is open.

5 Stowe Hill. & 441/236-6658 or 441/236-5845 in the ev ening. Free admission. By appointment only . 

Bus: 8 from the City of Hamilton.

SEEING                                                                                                                                                                                              Botanical G ardens                   This 14-hectare (35-acre) landscaped par k, maintained b y 

 

8 the Department of Natural Resources, is one of B ermuda’s major attractions. Hundreds 

of clearly identified flowers, shrubs, and trees line the pathways. Attractions include col-

lections of hibiscus and subtr opical fruit, an aviary, banyan trees, and even a garden for 

the blind. A 90-minute tour leaves at 10:30am on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday, tak-

ARISH ing you through lushly planted acr es. Guests meet at the B erry Hills entrance near the 

 P Botanical Gardens Visitor’s Center. On the Tuesday and Friday tour, participants stop in 

GET at Camden, the official residence of Bermuda’s premier for a look around. The cafe sells 

A                                                                                                                                                                                              sandwiches and salads (soup and chili in winter). Early in 2008, the M P                          asterworks 

Museum of Bermuda Art opened within a much-restored, much rebuilt building in these 

gardens (separately described below). And in the spring of 2008, the Botanical G ardens 

launched am ambitious fiv e-year plan to intr oduce four separate gar dens of themed 

plants, including a Japanese Zen Garden, a 17th-century style English Parterre Garden, 

a 12th-century style Persian Garden, and a Tudor-style Children’s Maze Garden.

Point Finger Rd. (at S outh Rd.). & 441/236-4201. Free admission. Daily 9:30am–5:30pm.  Tours Tues–

Wed and Fri 10:30am. Bus: 1, 2, 7, or 8. By bike or moped, turn left off Middle Rd. onto Tee St.; at Berry Hill 

Rd., go right; about 1km (2/3-mile) farther on the left is the signposted turnoff to the gardens; take a right 

fork to the parking lot on the left.

The Masterworks Museum of Bermuda Art   Bermuda’s first purpose-built art 

museum, it was the subject of island-wide patriotic fer vor when it opened early in 2008,  

and the crowds pouring in haven’t abated since. It’s housed within the much-altered, much 

expanded premises of what functioned in 1900 as an arr owroot processing plant. As par t 

of a skillful recycling of the once-decrepit building, it now boasts a state-of-the-art security 

system, sophisticated lighting, air-conditioning, and pr eservation facilities, floors crafted  

from wide planks of ex otic Brazilian hardwood, and a constantly shifting exposition of  191

artworks crafted or painted b y Bermudians, focusing on B ermuda, or merely inspired by 

Bermuda. Only about 5% of the total number of artworks within this museum’s collection 

can be exhibited at any time: A visit to this collection will cer tainly impress upon you the 

artistic power of Bermuda as muse to a huge array of radically differ ent artists. But it will 

also alert you to the civic passion that r eigns within this island.  The museum was cr eated 

thanks to the effor ts of local philanthr opist Tom Butterfield, and during our pr e-opening 

visit was staffed with an amazing number of har dworking volunteers from the local com-

munity. You’ll see a lot of paintings by artists you might never have heard of before, as well as works by Winslow Homer and Georgia O’Keeffe, both of whom responded to Bermuda 

with something approaching artistic zeal. On your way into the museum, note the stately  

18th-century mansion, Camden House, that’s immediately adjacent: Closed to the public, 

it’s the official residence of the premier of Bermuda, who rented the premises of what’s now 

the museum to its curators for a fee of $1 a y ear. Prince Charles of Britain, incidentally, is 

this organization’s most visible patron.

The Arr owroot Building in the Botanical G ardens, 183 S outh Rd . & 441/236-2950. w ww.bermuda

masterworks.com. Admission free for members, $5 for nonmembers. Tues–Sat 10am–4pm. Bus: 1, 2, 7, or 8.

SEEING

Paget Marsh  This nature reserve comprises 10 hectares (25 acres) of unspoiled native 

woods and marshland, with v egetation and bird life of ecological inter est. Because it’s a 

fully protected area with few trails, prospective visitors should call first and make special   THE

 

arrangements, and obtain a map fr om the Bermuda National Trust. A boardwalk allows   SIGHT  you to view the marsh better.

Middle Rd. & 441/236-6483. Free admission. Mon–Fri dawn to dusk by special arrangement. Bus: 2, 7, 

or 8. S

 

Waterville  Built before 1735, Waterville is one of the oldest houses on B ermuda. It  8  was home to sev en generations of the pr ominent Trimingham family. From the house’s 

cellar storage rooms in 1842, James Harvey Trimingham started the business that was to  PEMBROKE

become Trimingham Brothers—one of Bermuda’s finest Front Street department stores 

until it closed in 2005. M ajor renovations were undertaken in 1811, and the house has 

been restored in that period’s style. The two main rooms hold period furnishings, mainly 

 

Trimingham family heirlooms specifically bequeathed for use in the house.  Waterville is   PARISH  the headquarters of the B ermuda National Trust, and houses its offices and r eception 

 

29 The Lane (Harbour Rd .), at P omander Rd . &  &  441/236-6483.  Free admission. M on–Fri 9am–5pm.  THE  rooms. It’s just west of the Trimingham roundabout, near the City of Hamilton.

Closed on holidays. Bus: 7 or 8 from the City of Hamilton.

 CIT

 

7   Y  PEMBROKE PARISH & THE CIT Y 

 OF HAMIL

OF HAMILTON

 

For first-time visitors, the ideal way to see the City of Hamilton and its parish, Pembroke,  TON  is to sail in through Hamilton Harbour, past the offshore cays.

In 1852, the cornerstone was laid for the H    amilton H otel, B ermuda’s first hotel, 

completed in 1863 (it sur vived until a fir e destroyed it in 1955).  When the H amilton Princess opened in 1887, it o vershadowed the Hamilton Hotel and became the island ’s 

hotel of choice.  The H amilton H otel’s color ful histor y includes being taken o ver b y 

Allied agents during World War II.

192

Tips  From the Land & from the Sea

The City of Hamilton should be seen not only from land but also from the water. Try to make time for a boat tour of the harbor and its c oral reefs. If you’re visiting 

from another parish, the ferry will let you off at the west end of Front Street, 

which is ideal if you’d like to drop by the Visitors Information Bureau (& 441/  234-

3824), which is right near the Ferry Terminal, and pick up a map. The staff also provides information and helpful brochures; hours are 9am to 5pm Monday to 

Saturday.

 

If Queen Victoria’s daughter Princess Louise were to visit B ermuda today, she would 

probably stay at Government House, on North Shore Road and Langton Hill. Because 

this is the residence of the governor of the island, it’s not open to the public. This Victo-

rian home has housed many notable guests, including Q ueen Elizabeth II and P rince 

Philip, Prince Charles, Sir Winston Churchill, and Pres. John F. Kennedy. In 1973, Gov. 

S Sir Richard Sharples, his aide, Capt. H ugh Sayers, and the go vernor’s dog were assassi-

nated while they w ere walking on the gr ounds. The killer, a local named E rskine Bur- SIGHT rows, was hanged in 1977 after being found guilty of these mur ders as w ell as that of 

Police Commissioner G eorge D uckett in 1972 and an armed r obbery in 1973.  The 

 THE                                                                                                                                                                                              tragedy led to a state of emergency in B ermuda.

While touring Pembroke Parish, visitors often stop at Black Watch Well, at the junc-

SEEING tion of North Shore Road and Black Watch Pass. Excavated by a detachment of the Black 

Watch Regiment, the well was dug in 1894, when Bermudians were suffering through a 

 

8    long drought. Another choice spot to visit is Admiralty House Park, off North Shore Road at Span-

ish Point R oad. I n 1816, a house was er ected her e to offer accommodations for the 

ONT commanding British admiralty, who worked at the naval base at the dockyard. Over the 

years, the house was rebuilt several times. In the 1850s, it gained a series of subterranean 

tunnels, plus a number of galleries and caves carved into the cliffs above the sea. By 1951, 

the Royal Navy withdrew, and most of the house was torn down—except for a ballroom, 

 

 OF HAMIL which survives. Today, you can explore the parklike grounds. The sheltered beach at Clar- Y  ence Cove is ideal for swimming.

 CIT

 THE                                                                                                                                                                                              THE CITY OF HAMILTON 

 & The capital of B ermuda was once kno wn as the “ show window of the B ritish Empire.” 

Both Mark Twain and Eugene O’Neill, who lived in lodgings that opened onto H amil-

ARISH                                                                                                                                                                                              ton Harbour, cited its beauty.

 P Named for former governor Henry Hamilton, the City of Hamilton was incorporated 

in 1793. B ecause of its central location and its large, pr otected harbor, it r eplaced St. 

George as the island’s capital in 1815. The city encompasses only 73 hectares (180 acres) 

of land, so most visitors explore it on foot.

PEMBROKE Long before it became known as “the showcase of the Atlantic,” the City of Hamilton 

was a modest outlet for the export of Bermuda cedar and fresh vegetables. Today, it’s the 

hub of the island’s economy.

More popular for its shops and restaurants than for its attractions, the City of Hamil-

ton boasts the largest number of dining spots and bars on B ermuda, especially on and 

near Front Street. The restaurants have a wide range of prices, and ther e are many Eng-193

lish-style watering holes if you’d prefer to go for a traditional pub-crawl. And religion isn’t 

neglected—there are 12 chur ches within the city limits, the most inter esting being the 

Cathedral of the Most Holy Trinity (p. 195).

If you’d like to go sightseeing, follo w the plan laid out under “ The Best of Bermuda in 2 Days,” in chapter 4, for a compr ehensive view of the City of H amilton. The only 

sights that are worth in-depth visits are Fort Hamilton, the Bermuda Historical Society 

Museum, and the Bermuda National Gallery. You can safely skip the rest if you’re pressed 

for time.

A stroll along Front Street will take y ou by some of the City of H amilton’s most 

elegant stores, but you’ll also want to branch off into the little alleyways to check out the 

shops and boutiques. If you get tired of walking or shopping (or both), you can go down 

to the docks and take one of the boats or catamarans waiting to sho w you the treasures of Little Sound and Great Sound.

Ferries back to Paget, Warwick, and Sandys parishes leave daily between 6:50am and 

11:20pm. On Saturday and Sunday, there are fewer departures.

 

that isn’t earmarked for r estaurants—right from the fishers at the On certain days you may be able to see locals buying fresh fish—the part of the catch  SEEING  Front Street docks.

 

 THE

 

African Diaspora Heritage Trail  SIGHT

 

Bermuda’s A frican Diaspora Heritage  Trail c ommemorates the r ole A frican  S

slaves played in the formation of Bermuda. Free booklets, available from tourist 

 

offices, direct you along this self- guided tour of both tang ible and intang ible  8

sites that highlight peak points in the cultural hist ory of the island . A plaque marks each site. PEMBROKE

  Thirteen sites have been identified, including the site of the slave ship Enter-

prise incident, which, like the bett er-known Amistad affair, involved the rescue 

of slaves seeking refuge and fr eedom, and the hist oric Slave Graveyard at St. Peter’s Church (ca. 1612), both located in St. George; the Crow Lane site of the   P

execution by burning of Sally Bassett, sla ve revolt leader; and sites associated  ARISH

with Mary Prince, the Bermudian sla ve who wr ote the first ac count of sla very actually authored by a slave. Published in London in 1831, it pla yed a key role   &

in the struggle t o abolish sla very. Another impor tant site is C obb’s H ill Wes-  THE

leyan Methodist Church, built by slaves by moonlight. The 13 sites highlighted   CIT

in the br ochure can be c ollectively visited through a c ombination of bus and 

fast ferry routes, and as such, require a full day to physically visit. Their densest  Y OF HAMIL

concentration is in St. Geor ge’s, where five of the sit es lie within easy walk ing 

distance of one another . Others of the sit es are part of major attrac tions (for 

example, the C ommissioner’s House at the Ro yal Dockyard) which y ou might 

have otherwise visited independently. Even if you opt not to visit every single  TON

site (one, for example, commemorates a g ibbet positioned long ago on off-

shore rocks which are visible only fr om the shoreline of “mainland” Bermuda), 

you’ll learn a lot about the sociology of Bermuda during its sometimes t     or-mented formative years.

194 Rockfish is the most abundant, and y ou’ll also see snapper , grouper, and many other 

species.

Opposite the  Visitors S ervice B ureau stands the much-photographed “Birdcage,”

where you used to be able to see a Bermuda shorts–clad police officer directing traffic on 

a pedestal likened to a bir dcage. Such a sight is rare now. Visitors often wondered if the 

traffic director was for real or placed there for tourist photographs.

Nearby is Albouy ’s Point, site of the R oyal Bermuda Yacht Club, founded in 1844. 

The point, named after a 17th-century professor of “physick,” is a public park overlook-

ing Hamilton Harbour.

To reach the sights listed below, take bus no. 1, 2, 10, or 11.

Bermuda Historical S ociety Museum  After leaving the harbor , pr oceed up 

Queen Street to the public librar y and the B ermuda Historical Society Museum. The 

museum has a collection of old cedar furniture, antique silver, early Bermuda coins (hog 

money), and ceramics imported by early sea captains. You’ll see the sea chest and navigat-

ing lodestone of Sir George Somers, whose flagship, the Sea Venture, became stranded on 

Bermuda’s reefs in 1609, r esulting in B ermuda’s first E uropean settlers.  You’ll also find 

portraits of S ir George and Lady S omers, and models of Patience, Deliverance, and the 

S                                                                                                                                                                                              ill-fated Sea Venture.

The museum is in Par-la-Ville Park on Queen Street. It was designed by William Ben-

 SIGHT nett Perot, the City of H amilton’s first postmaster (1818–62), who was a some what 

eccentric fellow; as he delivered mail around town, he is said to have placed letters in the 

 THE                                                                                                                                                                                              crown of his top hat in or der to preserve his dignity.

13 Queen St., Par-la-Ville Park. & 441/295-2487. Free admission. Mon–Sat 9:30am–3:30pm.

SEEING                                                                                                                                                                                              Bermuda National Gallery  Located on the second floor of City H all in the hear t 

8 of the City of H amilton, this national galler y is the home of the island nation ’s art col-

lection, showing Bermudian and world art alike. The museum displays a diverse perma-

nent collection as well as changing exhibitions. Both past and contemporary works from 

ON local and international painters not only tell the stor y of B ermuda’s histor y but also  T

reflect its heritage. The gallery opened in 1992 with a cor e collection of European mas-

ters, including Gainsborough, Reynolds, and Murillo. The collection was bequeathed to 

Bermuda by the Hon. Hereward T. Watlington on the condition that the ar t be housed 

 

 OF HAMIL in a climate-controlled environment to protect it from humidity and damaging sunlight.  Y  In addition to the Watlington Collection, the museum has an African collection (Afri-

 CIT can figures, masks, and r oyal regalia), a B ermuda collection (which ranges fr om 17th-

 THE century decorativ e ar ts to contemporar y B ermudian wor k), and a wide range of 

 &                                                                                                                                                                                              Bermudian and international photographs, prints, and modern ar t.

City Hall, 17 Church St. & 441/295-9428. www.bermudanationalgallery.com. Free admission. Mon–Sat 

10am–4pm. Tours Thurs at 10:30am.

ARISH

 P                                                                                                                                                                                              Bermuda Underwater Exploration Institute (BUEI)  This is the ne west block-

buster attraction of Bermuda, a glitzy, metallic, and electronicized counterpart to the rich 

patina and genuine historicity of the Commissioner’s House at the Royal Dockyard, with 

which it is sometimes compar ed. The force behind it is  Teddy Tucker, the dynamic but 

PEMBROKE quirky and endlessly controversial patriarch of Bermuda’s underwater wreck explorations. 

At least some of the video pr esentations you’ll see inside feature him as its spokesperson 

and centerpiece. There’s something very akin to a museum of science and industry within 

this glistening, multimedia extrav aganza. Various rooms are devoted to the under water 

geology of B ermuda, one of the world ’s largest collection of seashells, bioluminescence 

and the cr eatures that pr oduce it, and a sho wcase of the tr easure that  Tucker salvaged 195

from underwater wrecks. Ironically, the exhibit that r emains in our mind long after our 

visit involved a grove of Bermudian cedars which w ere covered by rising waters during 

the melting of glaciers after the last I ce Age, and which w ere ripped off the sea bed b y 

one of Tucker’s crew—proof positive of (relatively) recent drastic fluctuations in sea level.

40 Crow Lane. Pembroke Parish & 441/292-7219. www.buei.org. Admission $13 adults, $11 seniors, $6 

persons aged 6–17, childr en 5 and under fr ee. Mon–Fri 9am–5pm; Sat–Sun 10am–5pm. Last ticket sold 

at 4pm.

Cathedral of the Most Holy  Trinity (Bermuda Cathedral)  This is the mother 

church of the Anglican diocese in B ermuda. It became a cathedral in 1894 and was for-

mally consecrated in 1911.  The building featur es a r eredos (ornamental par tition), 

stained-glass windows, and ornate carvings. If you have the stamina, climb the 157 steps to the top of the tower for a panoramic view of the City of Hamilton and the harbor.

Church St. & 441/292-4033. www.anglican.bm. Free admission t o cathedral; admission t o cathedral 

tower $3 adults, $2 children 6 and under and seniors 65 and over. Cathedral daily 8am–5pm and for Sun 

services; tower Mon–Fri 10am–3pm.

Hamilton City Hall & A rts C entre SEEING   The City H all, also home of the  Bermuda 

Society of Arts, is an imposing white structure with a giant weather vane and wind clock 

to tell maritime-minded B ermudians which way the wind is blo wing. Completed in   THE

1960, the building is the seat of the City of H amilton’s municipal go vernment. The 

theater on the first floor books stage, music, and dance productions throughout the year,   SIGHT

and is the main site of the Bermuda Festival. The Bermuda National Gallery (see above) 

 

is also here. S  Since 1956, the B ermuda Society of Arts has encouraged, and pr ovided a forum for, 

contemporary artists, sculptors, and photographers. Its gallery, with ever-changing exhi-

bitions, displays the work of local and visiting artists. 8

17 Church St. & 441/292-1234 or 441/292-3824. F ree admission t o City Hall and Bermuda S ociety of  PEMBROKE

Arts. City Hall Mon–Fri 9am–5pm; Sat 9am–noon. Bermuda Society of Arts Mon–Sat 10am–4pm.

Perot P ost O ffice  Bermuda’s first stamp was printed in this landmar k building. 

 

Beloved by collectors fr om all over the world, the stamps—signed b y William Bennett   P  Perot, Bermuda’s first postmaster—ar e priceless. It’s said that P erot and his friend J. B. ARISH

Heyl, who ran an apothecary, conceived the first postage stamp to protect the post office 

from cheaters. People used to stop off at the post office and leave letters, but not enough   &

pennies to send them. The postage stamps were printed in black or carmine.  THE

Philatelists can purchase contemporary Bermuda stamps here. For its 375th anniver-

sary, Bermuda issued a series of stamps honoring its disco very in 1609. One stamp por-  CIT

 

trays the admiral of the fleet, S ir G eorge S omers, along with S ir Thomas G ates, the  Y OF HAMIL  captain of the  Sea Venture.  Another depicts the settlement of Jamestown, Virginia, which 

was on the verge of extinction when Sir George and the survivors of the Bermuda ship-

wreck finally arrived with supplies late in 1610. A thir d shows the Sea Venture stranded 

 

on the coral r eefs of B ermuda. Yet another sho ws the entir e fleet, originally bound for  TON  Jamestown, leaving Plymouth, England, on June 2, 1609.

Queen St., at the entrance to Par-la-Ville Park. & 441/292-9052 or 441/295-5151. Free admission. Mon–

Fri 9am–5pm.

Sessions House  This Italian Renaissance–style structure was originally built in 1819.  

Its clock tower, added in 1887, commemorates the Golden Jubilee of Queen Victoria. The 196 House of Assembly meets on the second floor fr om November to M ay, and visitors ar e 

permitted in the gallery. Call ahead to find out when meetings are scheduled. On the lower 

level, the chief justice presides over the Supreme Court.

21 Parliament St. & 441/292-7408. Free admission. Daily 9am–12:30pm and 2–6pm.

 

8  DE VONSHIRE PARISH

 

If you’re passing through Devonshire, consider a stop at the follo wing attractions.

Old Devonshire Parish Church  The Old Devonshire Parish Church is believed to 

have been built on this site in 1624, although the pr esent foundation dates from 1716. 

An explosion virtually destroyed the church on Easter in 1970, but it was reconstructed. 

Today, the tiny structure looks more like a vicarage than a chur ch. Some of the church’s 

contents survived the blast, including silv er dating from 1590, which may be the oldest 

on the island. The Old Devonshire Parish Church is about a 15-minute walk nor thwest 

of the “new” Devonshire Parish Church, which dates from 1846.

S                                                                                                                                                                                              Middle Rd. & 441/236-3671. Free admission. Daily 9am–5:30pm. Bus: 2.

Palm Grove  This private estate, 4km (2 1/2 miles) east of the City of H amilton, is one 

 SIGHT of the delights of Devonshire Parish. It’s famous for its pond, which features a relief map of 

Bermuda in the middle. O n the map , each parish is an immaculately manicur ed grassy 

 THE division. The site, which has well-landscaped flower gardens, opens onto a view of the sea.

38 South Rd. No phone. Free admission. Mon–Thurs 9am–5pm. Bus: 1.

SEEING

 

8                         9  SMITH’S PARISH

 

Even if you’re staying in r emote Sandys Parish, the 18th-century mansion of  Verdmont 

is worth checking out. If you’re in the area, Spittal Pond Nature Reserve also merits some 

ARISH                                                                                                                                                                                              attention.

 P

’S                                                                                                                                                                                              Spittal P ond Na ture Reser ve  Follow steep Knapton H ill R oad w est to S outh 

Road, turning at the sign for Spittal Pond, Bermuda’s largest wildlife sanctuary. The most 

SMITH important of the N ational Trust’s open spaces, it occupies 24 hectar es (59 acr es) and 

attracts about 25 species of waterfowl, from November to May. Visitors are asked to stay 

 

Moments  The Sounds of Silence (& Gregorian Chant)

In crowded Bermuda, finding solitude and tranquillity grows increasingly more 

difficult. But we stumbled upon the 18-hectare (43-acre) Heydon Trust, Heydon 

Drive (& 441/234-1831), in Sandys Parish, open daily dawn to dusk. This setting, which is also a sanctuary for migratory birds, is Bermuda the way it used to be. 

The grounds are filled with flower gardens, citrus orchards, walkways, and even a 

tiny chapel dating from 1620. Chapel services are held Monday, Tuesday, Thurs-

day, and Friday at 7:30am. There is also a chant ser vice Monday through Saturday at 3pm. Park benches are found throughout the preserve where you can sit and 

contemplate nature (or your navel).

on the scenic trails and footpaths provided. Bird-watchers especially like to visit in Janu-197 ary, when as many as 500 species can be obser ved wintering on or near the pond.

South Rd. & 441/236-6483. Free admission. Daily sunrise to sunset. Bus: 1 or 3.

Verdmont This 18th-century mansion is especially significant to Americans who 

are interested in colonial and R evolutionary War history. It stands on property that was 

owned in the 17th century by William Sayle, who left Bermuda to found South Carolina and become its first go vernor. The house was built befor e 1710 b y John Dickinson, a 

prosperous ship owner who was also speaker of the House of Assembly in Bermuda from 

1707 to 1710. Verdmont passed to Mr. Dickinson’s granddaughter, Elizabeth, who mar-

ried the Hon. Thomas Smith, collector of customs. Their oldest daughter, Mary, married Judge John Green, a Loyalist who came to Bermuda in 1765 from Philadelphia. During 

and after the American R evolution, Green was judge of the  Vice-Admiralty Court and 

had the final say on priz es brought in b y privateers. Many American ship o wners lost 

their vessels because of his decisions. The house, which the National Trust now adminis-

ters, contains many antiques, china, and por traits, along with the finest cedar stair bal-

ustrade on Bermuda.

6 Verdmont Lane, Collectors Hill.  SEEING  &  441/236-7369.  www.bnt.bm. Admission $5 adults , $2 ages 6–18, 

free f or ages 5 and under . C ombination ticket t o all thr ee  Trust Museums (Bermuda National  Trust 

Museum, Tucker House, Verdmont) $10. Apr– Oct Tues–Sat 10am–4pm, No v–Mar Wed–Sat 10am–4pm. 

Bus: 1.  THE

 SIGHT

10  HAMILTON PARISH

S

Even if you have limited sightseeing time, try to budget at least a half-day for H amilton 

Parish. It has some of the most intriguing attractions on the island, notably the Bermuda  8

Aquarium, Museum & Zoo; and Crystal Caves and Leamington Caves. If you have time  HAMIL

for only one set of caves, we recommend Crystal Caves. However, if you’ve seen some of 

the great caves of America or E urope (or bey ond), you may find B ermuda’s caves less 

thrilling. TON

 

Bermuda Aquarium, Museum & Z oo    Kids  This complex is home to a large       PARISH collection of tropical marine fish, turtles, harbor seals, and other forms of sea life. In the museum, y ou’ll see exhibits ranging fr om the geological dev elopment of B ermuda to 

deep-sea exploration to humpback whales.  The zoo is home to alligators, monkeys, and 

Galapagos tortoises, along with a collection of bir ds, including parrots and flamingos.

The North Rock Exhibit, in a 140,000-gallon tank, allo ws visitors to experience a 

coral reef washed by ocean surge. The tank houses a living coral r eef, as well as reef and 

pelagic fish species. It’s the first living coral exhibit on this scale in the world, made pos-

sible by the B ermuda Aquarium, Museum & Zoo’s success in the science of coral hus-

bandry.

There’s parking for cycles and cars across the street from the aquarium.

40 Nor th Shor e Rd . (in F latts  Village). & 441/293-2727. w ww.bamz.org. A dmission $10 adults , $5 

seniors and childr en 5–12, fr ee for children 4 and under . Daily 9am–5pm. Closed Dec 25. Bus: 10 or 11 

from the City of Hamilton or St. George. From the City of Hamilton, follow Middle Rd. or North Shore Rd. 

east t o Flatts Village; from St. Geor ge, cross the causewa y and f ollow Nor th Shore Rd. or Harringt on 

Sound Rd. west to Flatts Village.

Crystal Caves    Kids  This network of subterranean lakes, caves, and caverns houses 

translucent formations of stalagmites and stalactites, and includes the cr ystal-clear  198 Cahow Lake. A sloping path and a few steps lead to Crystal Caves, which was discovered 

in 1907; at the bottom, about 36m (118 ft.) belo w the surface, is a floating causeway. It 

follows the winding cav ern, where hidden lights illuminate the interior . In 2001, a sec-

ond cave was opened to visitors. All tours thr ough Crystal Caves are guided. Using the 

lighting system, the guides make shadow puppets and are fond of pointing out the simi-

larity to the skyline of Manhattan. If you suffer from claustrophobia, you might find this 

space too tight. A small cafe and a gift shop ar e on-site.

8 Crystal Caves Rd., off  Wilkinson Ave., Bailey’s Bay. & 441/293-0640; www.caves.bm. Admission $14 

adults, $8 children 5–12, free for children 4 and under. To visit two caves $20 adults, $10 children. Daily 

9:30am–4:30pm. Closed Jan 1, Good Friday, Dec 24–25, and Boxing Day. Bus: 1, 3, 10, or 11.

 

11  ST. GEORGE’S PARISH

 

A great way to explore this historic town is by following the “The Best of Bermuda in 1 

Day” tour in chapter 4.

 

S                                                                                                                                                                                              THE TOWN OF ST. GEORGE 

King’s Square, also called M arket Square and King’s Parade, is the center of life in S t. 

 SIGHT George. It holds the colorful White Horse Tavern (p. 156), where you may want to stop 

for a drink after your tour of the town.

 THE The street names in St. George evoke its history. Petticoat Lane (sometimes called Silk 

Alley) reputedly got its name when two newly emancipated slaves paraded up and down 

the lane rustling their colorful new silk petticoats. Barber’s Lane is also named for a for-SEEING mer slave. It honors Joseph Hayne Rainey, a fr eedman from the Car olinas who fled to 

 

8 war, he r eturned to the U nited States and was elected to Congr ess, becoming the first  Bermuda during the Civil War aboard a blockade runner and became a barber. After the 

black member of the House of Representatives during Reconstruction.

The St. George branch of the Visitors Information Bureau is on King’s Square (& 441/

ARISH 297-1642); it’s open Monday through Saturday 9am to 5pm. H ere you can get a map , 

 P transportation passes for the bus and ferr y, and other information befor e setting out to  S

explore. The bureau is to the right of the Town Hall, on the waterfront.

If you’re pressed for time, don’t worry that you’re missing out if you skip interior visits 

to the sights listed belo w. The entire town of St. George, with its quaint str eets and old 

. GEORGE’ buildings, is the attraction, not just one par ticular monument. If you have time to visit 

ST only one attraction’s interior, make it St. Peter’s Church. Otherwise, just wander around, 

do a little shopping, and soak in the atmospher e.

To reach these attractions, take bus no. 1, 3, 8, 10, or 11 fr om the City of Hamilton.

The B ermuda Na tional Trust Museum  This was once the G lobe Hotel, head-

quarters of Maj. Norman Walker, the Confederate representative in Bermuda. Today, it 

houses relics from the island’s involvement in the American Civil  War—from a Bermu-

dian perspective. St. George was the port from which ships carrying arms and munitions 

ran the U nion blockade. A r eplica of the G reat Seal of the Confederacy is fitted to a 

Victorian press so that visitors can emboss copies as souv enirs. There’s also a video pr e-

sentation, Bermuda: Centre of the Atlantic, tracing the island’s early history.

At the Globe Hot el, King’s Sq. & 441/297-1423. www.bnt.bm. Admission $5 adults, $2 childr en 6–18, 

free for children 5 and under ; combination ticket good f or all three Trust museums (Bermuda National 

Trust Museum, Tucker House, Verdmont) $10. Mon–Sat 10am–4pm. Closed Dec 25 and Good Friday.

Bridge House G allery  This long-established galler y displays antiques and collect- 199

ibles, old Bermudian items, original paintings, and B ermuda-made crafts. It contains a 

studio belonging to J ill Amos Raine, a w ell-known B ermuda water color ar tist.  The 

house, constructed in the 1690s, was home to several of the colony’s governors. Its most 

colorful owner was B ridger Goodrich, a Lo yalist from Virginia, whose priv ateers once blockaded Chesapeake Bay. So devoted was he to the king that he sabotaged B ahamian 

vessels trading with the American colonies.

1 Bridge St. & 441/297-8211. Free admission. Wed and Sat 10am–6pm.

Carter House (St . David’s Island Historical Site)  Low-slung and historic, and 

set on a hillside about 1.5km (1 mile) east of S wing Bridge, Carter House is believed to 

be the oldest dwelling place on St. David’s Island, at least 31/2 centuries old. Reopened in 

September 2001 after a 3-y ear renovation, it’s now a museum dedicated to the life and 

values of the people of S t. David’s, one of the most r ugged and har dy districts of B er-

muda. The museum houses exhibitions on the histor y of whaling, piloting, fishing, and 

farming. Various artifacts of Bermudian life are displayed here, including a 4m (13-ft.) 

Bermuda sailing dinghy, dolls and children’s toys crafted from palmetto leaves, and arti-

facts and paneling crafted from Bermuda cedar. SEEING

S. Side Rd . (St. Da vid’s). & 441/293-1642. Free admission (donations ac cepted). Apr–Oct Tues–Thurs 

and Sat 10am–4pm; Nov–Mar Sat 10am–4pm.

 THE

Deliverance  Across from St. George’s town square and o ver a bridge is O rdnance 

Island, where visitors can see a full-scale replica of   SIGHT  Deliverance.  The shipwrecked survivors 

of the Sea Venture built the pinnace (small sailing ship) in 1610 to carr y them on to 

Virginia. The replica of Deliverance is still anchored full-time to Ordnance Island. It’s one  S

of the Disney-style adventure sights associated with the King’s Square (St. George’s main 

 

adventures aboard its boat Adventure E nterprises o wns Deliverance and also r uns sightseeing and snor keling  ST  square). In midsummer, its caretakers are outfitted in 18th-century sailor’s garb. 8

fits neatly into small harbors) takes passengers along the barrier r . GEORGE’  ARGO. Bermuda’s only high-speed tour boat, ARGO (which 

eef, the south-shor e 

beaches, the historic for ts, and the billionair es’ mansions at  Tucker’s  Town. Call for 

details, which change seasonally.

Ordnance Island. & 441/297-1459. Admission $3 adults, $1 children 11 and under. Apr–Nov daily 9am– S

5pm; Closed Dec–Mar.  P

ARISH

Old Rectory  Built by a reformed pirate in 1705, this charming old cottage was later 

home to P arson Richardson, who was nicknamed “ the Little B ishop.” Now a priv ate home, it’s administered by the Bermuda National Trust.

At the head of Br oad Alley, behind St. P eter’s Church. & 441/297-4261. www.bnt.bm. Free admission 

(donations appreciated). Nov–Mar Wed 1pm–5pm.

Old State House  Behind the  Town Hall is B ermuda’s oldest stone building, con-

structed with tur tle oil and lime mor tar in 1620. U nless ther e’s a special ev ent, the 

landmark building doesn’t offer much to see—you might settle for a look at the exterior, 

then continue on with y our sightseeing.  The Old State House, where meetings of the 

legislative council once took place, was ev entually turned over to the Freemasons of St. George. The government asked the annual r ent of one pepper corn and insisted on the 

right to hold meetings here upon demand. The Masonic Lodge members, in a ceremony 

filled with pageantry, still turn over one peppercorn in rent to the Bermuda government 

every April.
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Moments  Special Places Where You Can Be Alone

 

Bermuda is both popular and small—but that doesn ’t mean that y ou can ’t escape the cr owds and find peac e and ser enity in a lo vely spot, hopefully 

with someone y ou love.

Hamilton Parish  The Bermuda National  Trust ( & 441/236-6483; w ww.bnt.

bm) administers 25 hectares (62 acres) of land at Walsingham, along Harrington Sound Road in Hamilt on Parish. Bus no . 1 or 3 runs t o the sit e, and hours ar e 

daily da wn t o dusk , with no admission char ged. The sit e of  Walsingham that  

visitors find most appealing, especially bird-watchers, is called the Idwal Hughes 

Nature Reser ve, which takes up only .5 hec tare (1 1/4 acr es) of the lush  Wals-ingham wilderness ar ea sometimes called  “Tom M oore’s Jungle ” b y islanders . 

Walking is rather challeng ing here, but r ewarding because of the sc enic land-

scape and the bir d life. Access to the Idwal Hughes Natur e Reserve is fr om the 

road leading do wn to Tom Moore’s Tavern off Harringt on Sound Road. Access 

S                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    is also possible thr ough       Blue Hole P ark (take bus no . 1, 3, 10, or 11 t o the  

Grotto Bay Hotel bus st op), which f eatures its o wn trails f or bird-watching and 

 SIGHT                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    a wooden deck wher e you can view a wat er-filled sunken ca ve.

Sandys P arish  Visitors don ’t seem t o spend a lot of time her e, but f or 

 THE                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    wandering about, getting lost, and finding enchanting little vistas , Sandys is 

without equal on Bermuda. Where Daniel’s Head Road meets Cambridge Road, 

SEEING paths will take y ou t o S omerset L ong Ba y P ark, wher e y ou can swim. A fter 

that, take one of the unmarked trails t o the Bermuda Audubon Society Nature 

8        Reserve, a gem of natur e. The place is often deserted on weekdays. When the 

white-eyed vireos and the bluebir ds call t o you from fiddlewood trees, you’ll 

really feel close t o nature.

Southampton Parish  In this windswept, tourist-trodden parish, you’d think 

 

ARISH                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    there was no plac e to find solitude . Not so! Sig nposted from Middle Road, a  P S trail goes 1k m ( 2 / 3-mile) do wn t o the entranc e t o S eymour’s P ond Natur e 

Reserve. Under the management of the Bermuda A     udubon S ociety, this 

1-hectare (2 1/2-acre) sit e attrac ts the oc casional bir der as w ell as r omantic 

. GEORGE’ couples looking for a little privacy. Just past the pond, you’ll spot pepper trees 

ST                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    and old c edars that escaped the blight; y ou might enc ounter bluebirds and 

an egret or two as well. After traversing Cross Church Road, you’ll come upon 

the old Bermuda R ailway Trail, where in summer y ou can see f ennel growing 

 

The annual Peppercorn Ceremony, a 45-minute spectacle, takes place in early to 

mid-April. The ceremony begins around 11am with the gathering of the Bermuda Regi-

ment on King’s Square. Then the premier, mayor, and other dignitaries arrive, amid the 

bellowing introductions of the town crier. As soon as all the principals hav e taken their 

places, a 17-gun salute is fir ed as the governor and his wife make a grand entrance. H is 

Excellency inspects a military guard of honor while the B ermuda Regiment Band plays. 

The stage is no w set for the pr esentation of the pepper corn, which sits on a silv er plate 
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wild. In the distance are panoramic views of shipwreck-clogged Black Bay and 

Five Star Island .

Warwick P arish  With its beautiful pink -sand beaches , seaside park lands, natural attractions, and winding c ountry lanes, this is one of the most charm-

ing parishes for exploring and escaping the crowds. Even many longtime local 

residents haven’t seen some of  Warwick’s beauty spots. The place to head is Warwick Pond, a sanc tuary for several rare species of bir ds. Administered by 

the Bermuda National  Trust, it ’s open daily fr om sunrise t o sunset.  You can 

reach it b y following the Bermuda R ailway Trail until y ou come to Tribe Road No. 3; climb this r oad f or a f ew hundr ed yar ds bef ore it dips do wn a hill t o 

the pond. You might spot the oc casional birder in sear ch of a k iskadee, blue 

heron, or car dinal.  The pond , f ed b y a subt erranean channel fr om the sea, 

reminds us of  Thoreau’s Walden Pond.

SEEING

St. David’s Island  Part of St. George’s Parish, St. David’s is Bermuda “the way it was.” Virtually unknown to the a verage visitor, it a waits your discovery. This 

is r eal do wn-home Bermuda—it ’s said that some St. Da vid’s Islanders ha ve   THE

never ev en visit ed  “mainland” Bermuda.  You can beg in y our walk at Gr eat Head Park in the east ern part of St. Da vid’s, southeast of the cricket fields . At   SIGHT

the end of the park ing lot, f ollow the trail int o a w ooded ar ea filled with 

cherry trees and palmett os. After about 225m (738 f t.), bear right at the f ork.  S

Eventually you’ll spot St. David’s Lighthouse, an octagonal red-and-white tower 

in the distance to the southwest. The trail forks left until you come to a ruined  8

garrison with a panoramic sea view . I t’s one of the r emotest, lo veliest spots 

on the island—and , chances are, you’ll have it all t o yourself. ST

Devonshire P arish . GEORGE’   This parish is off the beat en track but home t o some 

lovely spots—if you’re adventurous enough to seek them out. Old Devonshire 

Church on M iddle Road is a landmark ; almost dir ectly acr oss the r oad lies 

Devonshire Marsh, a natural wat er basin still in an untamed stat e. You’ll also  S P

find two nature reserves, Firefly and F reer Cox Memorial, on some 4 hec tares  ARISH

(10 acr es) of marshland .  The Bermuda A udubon S ociety has set aside this 

protected ar ea as a bir d sanc tuary f or man y endanger ed wild species .  You 

can also see some of the most unusual Bermudian plants , including or chids. 

The marsh is alwa ys open t o the public .

 

atop a velvet cushion. Payment is made in a grand and formal manner , after which the Old State House is immediately used for a meeting of H er Majesty’s Council.

Princess St. & 441/292-2480; for information on the Peppercorn Ceremony, call & 800/223-6106. Free 

admission. Wed 10am–3pm or by appointment.

Somers Garden  The heart of S ir George Somers was buried her e in 1610; a stone column perpetuates the memory of Bermuda’s founder. The garden was opened in 1920 

by the Prince of Wales (later King Edward VIII, and then the Duke of Windsor). A large 202

 

Fun Facts  St. George: A World Heritage Site

 

Historic St. George and its related fortifications are now a World Heritage Site designated by UNESCO. The architecturally rich, 400-year-old town joins such 

select sites as the Great Wall of China, Statue of Liber ty, Taj Mahal, and historic 

center of Florence.

  As the oldest c ontinuously inhabited town of English orig in in the  Western 

Hemisphere, St. George and its surrounding buildings, monuments, and struc-

tures illustrate the residents’ lifestyles through the 17th, 18th, and 19th c entu-

ries. Historic St. Geor ge remains in authentic c ondition, featuring unique and diverse examples of Bermudian architecture spanning the past 4 centuries. The 

town’s various f orts ar e like a t extbook illustrating British ar tillery and the 

changing styles of fort architecture from 1612 to 1956.

 

S beautiful fountain has been built in the middle of the garden to enhance its beauty, where 

visitors may also take pictures, using the foundation for a backgr ound.

 SIGHT                                                                                                                                                                                              Duke of  York St.             &           441/297-1532. F ree admission. Apr–No v daily 7:30am–8pm; off season daily 

7:30am–5pm.

 THE

St. George’s Historical Society Museum  Set in a home built ar ound 1700, this 

museum contains an original 18th-centur y B ermuda kitchen, complete with utensils 

SEEING from that period. O ther exhibits include a 300-y ear-old B ible, a letter fr om G eorge 

8 Washington, and N ative American ax heads. S ome early settlers on S t. David’s Island 

were Native Americans, mainly Pequot.

Duke of Kent St. & 441/297-0423. Admission $5 adults, $2 children 12 and under. Apr–Nov 15 Mon–Fri 

10am–4pm; Nov 16 to Mar Wed 10am–4pm.

 P                                                                                                                                                                                              St. Peter’s Church ARISH                    From King’s Square, head east to D uke of York Street, where 

S you’ll find St. Peter’s Church, believed to be the oldest Anglican place of worship in the 

Western H emisphere. Colonists built the original chur ch in 1612 almost entir ely of 

cedar, with a palmetto-leaf thatched roof. A hurricane in 1712 destroyed it almost com-

. GEORGE’ pletely. Some of the interior, including the original altar from 1615 (still used daily), was 

ST salvaged, and the chur ch was r ebuilt in 1713. I t has been r estored many times since, 

providing excellent examples of the ar chitectural styles of the 17th to the 20th centur y. 

The tower was added in 1814. B efore the O ld State House was built, the colony held 

public meetings in the chur ch. The first assiz e (legislative assembly) conv ened here in 

1616, and the first meeting of P arliament was held in 1620.  The church holds Sunday 

and weekday services.

Some of the tombstones in the Graveyard of St. Peter’s (entrance opposite Broad Alley) 

are more than 3 centuries old; many tombs mark the graves of slaves. Here you’ll find the 

grave of Midshipman Richard Dale, an American who was the last victim of the  War of 

1812. The churchyard also holds the tombs of G ov. Sir Richard Sharples and his aide, 

Capt. Hugh Sayers, who were assassinated while strolling on the grounds of Government 

House in 1973.

Duke of  York St. & 441/297-8359. w ww.anglican.bm. Free admission (donations appr eciated). Daily 

10am–4:30pm; Sun services 11am; guide available Mon–Sat.

Town Hall  Officers of the Corporation of S t. George’s, headed b y a may or, meet in 203

the Town Hall, located near the  Visitors Service Bureau. There are three aldermen and 

five common councilors.  The Town Hall holds a collection of B ermuda cedar furnish-

ings, along with photographs of previous mayors.

7 King’s Sq. & 441/297-1532. Free admission. Mon–Sat 10am–4pm.

Tucker House Museum  This was the home of the w ell-known Tucker family of 

England, Bermuda, and Virginia. It displays a notable collection of Bermudian furniture, 

portraits, and silv er. Also in the  Tucker House is the J oseph Rainey M emorial Room, 

where the African-American Civil War refugee (mentioned above in the section on “The 

Town of St. George”) practiced barbering. A ne w exhibit on the ground floor traces the 

archaeological history of the site.  The kitchen, now restored, has become an exhibit for 

visitors to see.

5 Water St. & 441/297-0545. www.bnt.bm. Admission $5 adults , $2 childr en 6–18, fr ee for children 5 

and under; $10 for combination ticket to all 3 Trust museums (Bermuda National  Trust Museum, Tucker 

House, Verdmont). Mon–Sat 10am–4pm.

 

Unfinished Church  After leaving S omers Garden, head up the steps to the N orth  SEEING  Gate, which opens onto Blockade Alley. The structure here is known as the “folly of St. 

George’s.” The cathedral, begun in 1874, was intended to r eplace St. Peter’s. But the 

planners ran into money problems, and a schism within the church developed. As if that   THE

weren’t enough, a storm swept over the island, causing considerable damage to the struc-

ture. Result: the Unfinished Church.  SIGHT

Blockade Alley. No phone. www.bnt.bm. Free admission. Year-round.

 

HISTORIC FORTS THAT NEVER SAW MUCH ACTION S

From its earliest days, St. George has been fortified. Although it never saw much military  8

action, reminders of that history are interesting to explore. Take Circular Drive to reach 

the forts, on the outskirts of town. As forts go, these two are of relatively minor interest  ST

(unless, of course, you’re a fort buff—in that case, be our guest). If you have time for only  . GEORGE’

one fort on Bermuda, Fort Hamilton on Happy Valley Road is the most intriguing. See 

“The Best of Bermuda in 2 Days,” in chapter 4, for details.

 

their vessel, the Along the coast is Building Bay, where the shipwrecked victims of the Sea Venture built  S P  Deliverance  (p. 199), in 1610.ARISH

Fort St. Catherine Towering above the beach where the shipwrecked crew of the 

Sea Venture came ashore in 1609 is Fort St. Catherine, completed in 1614 and named for 

the patron saint of wheelwrights and carpenters.  The fortifications have been upgraded 

over the years. The last major reconstruction took place from 1865 to 1878, so the fort’s 

appearance today is largely the result of work done in the 19th centur y.

In the museum, visitors first see a series of dioramas, “H ighlights in Bermuda’s His-

tory.” Figures depict various activities that took place in the magazine of the fort, restored 

and refurnished as it was in the 1880s. I n the keep, which served as living quarters, you 

can see information on local and o verseas regiments that ser ved in Bermuda. Also here 

are a fine small-arms exhibit, a cooking-ar ea display, and an exhibit of r eplicas of Eng-

land’s crown jewels. There’s a short audiovisual show on St. George’s defense systems and 

the forts of St. George.

15 Coot Pond Rd. & 441/297-1920. Admission $5 adults, $2 children 11 and under. Daily 10am–4pm. 

Closed Dec 25.

204 Gates Fort  This small-scale, par tially ruined two-story watchtower is capped with a 

cannon that (symbolically) monitors the entrance to St. George’s harbor. With an interior 

of only two squar e and angular r ooms, it was originally built in 1609 b y its namesake, 

Sir Thomas G ates. G ates, who was one of the original band of settlers fr om the  Sea 

Venture who coloniz ed B ermuda, was later the go vernor-designate for the Colony of 

Virginia. In midsummer, when cruise ships drop their anchors for shor t sojourns in St. 

George, a gatekeeper in 18th-century costume sometimes hails onboard passengers with 

a “welcome to B ermuda” spate of bell ringing and an occasional cannon blast.  There’s 

virtually nothing to see inside—the allur e is entir ely a b yproduct of its isolated charm 

near the harbor’s entrance.

Cut Rd. No phone. Free admission. Daily 10am–4:30pm.
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Shopping 9

 

Retailers on less prosperous islands    usually occupy charming cottages or his-attribute Bermuda’s continuing reputation  torically impor tant buildings, making  

as a shopping mecca not only to the           shopping ev en mor e fun. E ven visitors 

superb climate, but also to many y ears of     who intend to do no mor e than window-

skillful marketing. Indeed, no one has ever     shop are likely to break down and make a accused Bermudians of not kno wing how    purchase or two.

to sell their island—or their rich inv ento- In most cases, shopping on B ermuda is 

ries of goods.                                   about quality , not bargains. S hops face 

Bermuda, once widely hailed as a huge import tariffs, plus employee-related 

“showcase of the B ritish E mpire,” is still      taxes, leading to what some view as outra-

that, at least in its v ariety of goods.  The     geously high prices. And it rar ely pays to 

retail scene draws upon its British anteced-    comparison shop—the price of a watch in 

ents: Shopkeepers are generally both polite    a branch store in St. George is likely to be 

and discreet, and mer chandise is unusual     exactly the same as it is in the main shop and well made. In addition, most retailers     in the City of Hamilton.

take full adv antage of location. S hops 

 

BERMUDA’S BEST BUYS

Most of B ermuda’s best shops ar e along F ront Street in the City of H amilton, where 

shopping is relaxed and casual. Among the choicest items are imports from Great Britain 

and Ireland, such as fine china, cr ystal, and cashmere sweaters and tweed jackets. Many 

items cost appreciably less than in their countr y of origin.

Because of a special “ colony-like” arrangement with G reat B ritain, cer tain B ritish 

goods are cheaper in Bermuda than in the United States, thanks to lower import tariffs. 

Some frequent visitors stock up on porcelain, crystal, silverware, jewelry, timepieces, and 

perfume, perhaps anticipating a w edding gift sev eral months in adv ance. The island 

abounds with mer chandisers of fine table ware, including R oyal Copenhagen,  Wedg-

wood, and Royal Crown Derby. Crystal is also plentiful, with many of the finest manu-

facturers in Europe and North America providing wide selections of merchandise. For a 

fee, most items can be shipped.

Liquor is also a good buy in B ermuda. U.S. citizens are allowed to bring back only 1 

liter duty-free, but even adding U.S. tax and duty, you can save 35% to 50% on liquor 

purchases, depending on the brand. Liqueurs offer the largest savings.

The island’s wealth of antiques and collectibles is extraordinary. Antiques lovers appre-

ciate B ermuda’s fusion of B ritish aesthetic and mid-A tlantic charm.  The island has a 

wealth of antique engravings and 19th-century furniture. Its modern artwork and hand-

made pottery and crafts are elegant souvenirs. And anyone interested in carrying home a 

piece of Bermuda’s nautical heritage can choose fr om oversize ship’s propellers, captain’s 

bells, brass nameplates, scale models of sailing ships, or maybe ev en an old-fashioned 

ship’s steering wheel from a salvaged shipwreck.

Other good buys ar e “Bermudiana”—products made on B ermuda or manufactur ed 

elsewhere exclusively for local stores. They include cedar-wood gifts, carriage bells, coins 206 206 commemorating the 375th anniversary of the island’s settlement, flower plates by Spode, 

pewter tankar ds, handcrafted gold je welry, traditional-line handbags with cedar or 

mahogany handles, miniature cottages in ceramic or limestone, shark’s teeth polished and 

mounted in 14-karat gold, decorativ e kitchen items, B ermuda shor ts (of course), silk 

scarves, and watches with a map of B ermuda on their faces.

Although some items might be less expensiv e than they ar e stateside, be awar e that 

many items are overpriced. You should be familiar with the prices of comparable goods 

back home before making any big purchases.

 

1  THE SHOPPING SCENE

 

WHERE TO GO

The City of Hamilton

The widest range of shopping choices is in the City of H amilton (see “I n the City of 

Hamilton,” below). Most shops ar e on F ront Street, but y ou should explor e the back 

streets as well, especially if you’re an adventurous shopper.

The Emporium on F ront Street, a r estored building constr ucted around an atrium, 

houses a number of shops, including je welry stores. Windsor Place on Q ueen Street is 

another Bermuda-style shopping mall.

Historic St. George

The “second city” of S t. George also has many shops, stor es, and boutiques, including 

SHOPPING branches of the City of Hamilton’s famous Front Street stores. King’s Square, the center 

of St. George, is home to many shops.  The other major centers ar e Somers Wharf and 

9    Water Street.

In recent years, this historic por t has emerged as a big-time shopping competitor to 

the City of Hamilton. It’s easier to walk ar ound St. George than the City of H amilton, 

and St. George is mor e architecturally interesting than the City of H amilton; so mor e 

and mor e customers ar e choosing to do their shopping her e. O f course, S t. G eorge 

doesn’t have as vast an array of merchandise as the City of Hamilton, so the serious shop-

per might want to explore both cities.

 

 SHOPPING SCENE                                                                                                                                                                                              Sandys Parish

Don’t overlook the shopping possibilities of the  West End. Somerset Village in S andys 

THE Parish has many shops (though quite a few are branches of the City of Hamilton stores). 

At the R oyal Naval Dockyard area on I reland Island, you can visit the C raft Market, 

Island Pottery, and the Bermuda Arts Centre at Dockyard, where you’ll see local artisans 

at work.

 

Tips  The Eternal Search for Bargains

During the off season (autumn and winter), stores often reduce prices to make way for goods for the new season. But sales come and go year-round—there’s no par-

ticular season. Keep an eye out for sale signs no matter when you’re in Bermuda.

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW 207

Store Hours

Stores in the City of H amilton, St. George, and S omerset are generally open M onday 

through Saturday from 9am to 5:30pm. When large liners are in port, stores sometimes stay open later, and are sometimes open on S undays. A great shopping website is www.

experiencebermuda.com/shopping.

 

Finding an Address

Some Front Street stores post numbers on their buildings; others don ’t. Sometimes the 

number posted or used is the “historic ” number of the building, which has nothing to do with the modern number . You can always ask for dir ections, and most B ermudians 

are willing to help. Outside the City of Hamilton, don’t expect to find numbers on build-

ings at all—or even street names in some cases.

Sales Tax & Duty

There’s no sales tax in B ermuda, but it ’s not a duty-fr ee island. D epending on which country you’re returning to, y ou may hav e to pay duty . See “Entry Requirements,” in 




chapter 3, for details.

Note: Bermuda is co vered by the U.S. law r egarding “Generalized System of Prefer-

ences” status. That means that if at least 35% of an item has been crafted in B ermuda, 

you can bring it back duty-free, regardless of how much you spent. If you’ve gone beyond  SHOPPING

your $800 allotment, make a separate list of goods made in B ermuda. This will make it 

easier for the customs officials (and for y ou).

 

2  IN THE CIT Y OF HAMILTON

9

Between 7 and 10pm ev ery Wednesday night, Hamilton Harbour Nights are staged  IN

along Front Street in B ermuda’s capital. Late-night shopping becomes a festiv al, with   THE

 

street performers, horse-and-carriage rides, a v ariety of live entertainment, and arts and   CIT  crafts exhibitions. There’s a food court and even children’s activities.

 

DEPARTMENT STORES Y

 OF HAMIL

Generations of Bermuda-bound visitors made Trimingham’s and Smith’s, headquartered 

along F ront S treet, their first stops for shopping. S everal y ears ago, these v enerable 

 

department stor es closed their doors. Although nothing will r eplace the loss of these  TON  emporiums in the hearts of many locals, you can find some of the same type of merchan-

dise sold at Marks & Spencer, A.S. Cooper & Sons, and to a lesser degree, Gibbons.

A.S. Cooper & S ons  Traditionally, this place has been best kno wn for its selection of  

crystal and porcelain, but in the wake of the collapse of Trimingham’s and Smith’s, Cooper 

has beefed up its cosmetics, per fumes, and men’s and women’s fashion selections as w ell. 

For more on A.S. Cooper, refer to “China & Glassware” below. 59 Front St. & 441/295-3961.

Gibbons  Sprawling and cost-efficient, Gibbons isn’t the first choice for locals looking 

for classy, upscale clothing and housewares, but it’s a second-tier choice for sundries, the 

necessities of housekeeping, and that sho wer curtain you know you needed back home 

but never had time to buy. Costs are more reasonable than at Marks & Spencer, but the 

venue is, frankly, a lot less chic. 21 Reid St. & 441/295-0022. www.gibbons.bm.

208 Marks & Spencer  This branch of the famous B ritish chain (sometimes oddly called 

“St. Michael”) carries the same r eliable merchandise as its sibling stor es in the B ritish 

Isles. You’ll find men’s, women’s, and children’s fashions in ev erything from resort wear 

to sleepwear, including lingerie. There are also well-tailored dresses and suits, dress shirts, 

blazers, and British-tailored trousers, as well as swimwear, toiletries, house and giftware, 

fabrics sold by the yard or meter, and English sweets and biscuits. 28 Reid St. & 441/295-

5516. www2.marksandspencer.com.

 

GOODS A TO Z

Art

Bermuda S ociety of A rts (BSO A)   Loosely associated with the B ermudian 

government, this stor e is dev oted to the exhibition of wor ks by Bermuda-based artists 

and is one of the focal points of the island’s arts scene. The West Wing of Hamilton’s City 

Hall (the island’s Fine Arts Museum occupies the East Wing) is the permanent home of 

the oldest ar ts society on B ermuda. The site contains four separate exhibition ar eas, 

where the ar twork changes ev ery 3 w eeks. Themes range fr om the moderately av ant-

garde to the conser vative, and ev ery show includes doz ens of examples of B ermudian 

landscapes, seascapes, or architectural renderings, any of which would make wor thwhile 

souvenirs of your stay on the island. All mer chandise can be packed for airplane trans-

port. West Wing of City Hall, 17 Church St. & 441/292-3824. www.bsoa.bm.

 

Beachwear & Sunglasses

Calypso  Calypso carries casual, fun fashions (including unusual garments fr om Max 

Mara and B enetton) and the most compr ehensive selection of swimw ear on B ermuda. SHOPPING The shop also featur es I talian leather goods, espadrilles, hats, bags, I talian ceramics, 

beach wraps, and whimsical gift items. I t’s the exclusive island retailer of Louis  Vuitton 

9    luggage and accessories. 23–24 Front St. & 441/295-2112. www.calypsobermuda.com. Addi-

tional branches at the Fairmont Southampton, Elbow Beach Hotel, Coral Beach Club, and the 

ON                                                                                                                                                                                              Dockyard.

T                                                                                                                                                                                              Sail on Bermuda  The locals shop at this stor e, which carries a unique collection of 

casual wear, bathing suits, and gifts. A r ecent poll of shoppers named S ail on Bermuda’s 

T-shirts the best on B ermuda. A small addition, called “S hades of B ermuda,” has the 

 OF HAMIL                                                                                                                                                                                              finest collection of sunglasses on the island. The store also sells sailing suits. Old Cellar, in Y                                                                                                                                                                                              the Walker Arcade Front St. (btw. Burnaby and Queen sts.). &   441/295-0808.

 

 CIT                                                                                                                                                                                              Books

 THE In addition to the r ecommendation below, another gr eat source for books—especially 

IN                                                                                                                                                                                              about Bermuda—is the      Bermuda Book Store (Baxters) on Q ueen Street in H amilton 

(& 441/295-3698).

The Bookmart  This is the biggest bookstor e on B ermuda. It specializes in bestsell-

ers—mainly from the U.S. mar ket—and carries wor ks by British authors as w ell. One 

section is devoted to books about the island.  There’s also a w ell-stocked section for the 

kiddies. Phoenix Centre, 3 Reid St. & 441/279-5443. www.bookmart.bm.

 

China & Glassware

A.S. C ooper & S ons         Bermuda’s oldest and largest china and glasswar     e 

store—family owned since 1897—offers a broad range of fine bone china, ear thenware, 

glassware, and jewelry. Among the famous names r epresented are Minton, Royal Doul-

ton, Belleek, Aynsley, Villeroy & Bosch,  Wedgwood, Royal Copenhagen, and Lladr ó. 

Shopping in the City of Hamilton 209
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The Right Fit

Recognizing that the majority of their customers hail from North America, store 

managers throughout Bermuda do their best to systematically re-label garments from manufacturers in Europe and the U.K. with sizes that correspond to usage in 

the U.S. But if for any reason the garment that appeals to you carries a European 

or British label and hasn’t been re-labeled, clothing salespersons throughout Ber-muda have conversion charts readily available. For your convenience, we also 

include conversion charts in appendix B.

 

The Crystal Room displays Orrefors, Waterford, Royal Brierley, and Kosta Boda, among 

others. The perfume department offers cosmetics and selections from the world’s greatest 

perfumeries. And on the upper floors, there’s lots of fashion for men and women, includ-

ing such labels as P ort Marion, Ralph Laur en, Calvin Klein, and Lacoste. 59 Front St. 

& 441/295-3961. www.ascooper.bm.

Bluck’s Established in 1844, Bluck’s is well-known for carrying some of the finest 

names in china, including R oyal Worcester, Spode, Royal Doulton, and Herend porce-

lain from Hungary. The choice in cr ystal is equally impr essive: Kosta Boda, Waterford, 

Baccarat, D aum, and Lalique (ex clusive with B luck’s). 4  West Front St. & 441/295-5367.

www.blucksbermuda.com.

 

Fashion

SHOPPING                                                                                                                                                                                              Also see “Shoes,” “Sportswear,” and “Woolens,” below.

 

9 Cécile  Well-stocked Cécile is the center for women’s high fashion on Bermuda. Man-

agement boasts that visiting Cécile shops is like calling upon the fashion capitals of the 

world—you’ll find labels such as B asler, E milio Pucci, Lilly P ulitzer, and G ottex. I ts 

ON                                                                                                                                                                                              sweater and accessory boutique is also outstanding. 15 Front St. W. (near the Visitor Informa-T

tion Centre and the Ferry Terminal). & 441/295-1311.

David Winston  This shop sells career-oriented clothing for men, some of it imported 

from Germany and Holland. In recent years, its collection of shirts, ties, jackets, and suits 

 OF HAMIL have gotten bigger and fuller, and more in synch with American, rather than Continental  Y

or British, physiques. David Winston is the exclusive island distributor of Hugo Boss. 2  CIT                                                                                                                                                                                              Reid St. &         441/295-4866.

 THE                                                                                                                                                                                              Iana  Associated with S tefanel (below), which lies almost immediately in fr ont of it, 

IN                                                                                                                                                                                              this boutique focuses exclusively on clothing for children. 12 Walker Arcade, Front St. (btw. 

Burnaby and Queen sts.). & 441/292-0002.

Mambo  Also associated with Stefanel and Iana is Mambo, a store whose inventories, 

as the staff describes them, ar e 70% for women and 30% for men.  Two lines carried by 

Mambo that usually get instant r ecognition fr om tr end-conscious consumers include 

“Miss Sixty” for late teens and John Galliano. 12 Walker Arcade, Front St. (btw. Burnaby and 

Queen sts.). & 441/296-9797.

Stefanel  This is the island ’s only outlet for the clothing of Carlo S tefanel, a w ell-

known Italian designer. Stocking merchandise for women, the store sells handmade skirts 

(some of them knit) with contrasting jackets and a stylish array of accessories. 7 Reid St. 

or 12 Walker Arcade. Front St. (btw. Burnaby and Queen sts.). & 441/295-5698.

Gifts 211

Carole Holding Studio The England-born genius behind this trio of shops has 

evolved into one of the most famous female entr epreneurs in B ermuda thanks to har d work and a knack for churning out gift items that instantly evoke happy memories of the 

island. Her inventories focus on original artworks, as well as hand-painted and/or hand-

crafted items that in a gentler era would hav e been kno wn as “B ermudiana.”  They 

include Bermuda scenes painted onto china teapots, br ead and cheese boards, porcelain 

storage containers, coffee mugs, and illuminated recipe books. There’s also a scrumptious 

array of food items that includes r um cakes (the v ersion with lemon and coconut is 

fabulous), onion marmalades, hot pepper jellies, and “ dark and stormy” jam with black 

rum and ginger. 81 Front St., in Hamilt on. & 441/296-3431. Additional locations in the lo wer 

lobby of the Fairmont Southampton Resort, & 441/238-7310; and King’s Square in St. George’s, 

& 441/297-1833.

The Dockyard Cakery/The Dockyard Glassworks   Around 1820, the soar-

ing masonry premises of this place were a repair yard for high-masted ships. Today, every 

inch of the cav ernous room is filled with gift items (glasswar e and baked goods) which 

are cr eated, display ed, and sold as par t of an extraor dinarily seamless entr epreneurial 

process. Somehow, the gift items here taste better and look more valuable because visitors 

are made aware of how they were made. During peak season, as many as 4,000 people a 

 

day wander thr ough this historic factor y, mar veling at the shimmering beauty of the  SHOPPING  handblown, handcrafted glass items at one end of the r oom, and the unctuous flav ors 

and aromas emerging from the “microbakery” at the other. (A microbakery specializes in 

a high volume of a very limited number of products—in this case, 10 different flavors of 

rum cakes.) Wendy Avery and Tony Johns are the crusty, hardworking owners who sell 

their cakes for betw een $13 and $40 depending on the siz e, and the glass objects for 

 

between $2.50 and $700 depending on their complexity and siz e. In the Royal Dockyard,  9  &  Sandys Parish.  441/234-4216.  www.bermudarumcakes.com and www.dockglass.com.  IN  The Island Shop   Only a handful of other shops in Bermuda are as intricately linked   THE  to the tastes and artistic vision of their owners as this one. But in this case, Barbara Fin-  CIT  sness is a for ce to be r eckoned with. Come her e for gift items that ev oke memories of 

 

Bermuda. Many will have been enhanced in some way (in other words, painted, crafted,  Y OF HAMIL  or jazzed up) as par t of her ongoing sense of cr eative flair.  Old Cellar Lane, 47 Front St., in 

Hamilton. & 441/292-6307. www.islandexports.com.

Riihiluoma’s F lying C olours  This is ev erybody’s fav orite catchall emporium for 

 

inexpensive, impulse-purchase souvenirs and T-shirts with perky slogans. You’ll also find  TON  paperweights; beach co verups; sarongs like actr ess Dorothy Lamour used to w ear; key 

chains shaped like Bermuda; and arts and crafts. The establishment’s hard-to-spell name 

comes from the Finnish-born family that established it in 1937 and still manages it today. 

5 Queen St. & 441/295-0890.

Vera P. Card  Vera P. Card is known for its “gifts from around the world,” including 

the island’s largest collection of Lladr ó and Hummel figurines. The crystal department 

offers a wide assor tment of Austrian, Czech, and Bohemian cr ystal, giftware, and chan-

deliers. Look for the “Bermuda Collection” of 14-karat gold jewelry as well as an impres-

sive collection of color ed gemstones. Two stores are in St. Geor ge’s, at 7  Water St., & 441/

297-1718; and 22 Water St., & 441/295-1729.

212 Grocers

To sav e money and av oid dining out ev ery day at the super expensiv e r estaurants of 

Bermuda, many frugal travelers shop for food and pr epare their own meals, providing a 

kitchen or kitchenette comes with one ’s rental, which is often the case.  The bad news is 

that groceries are much higher than Stateside prices.

The Marketplace  This is the largest grocery store on the island, catering to locals and 

vacationers alike.  There are various branches scatter ed across the island but the chain 

headquarters is in H amilton at the addr ess below. Started in 1939, the chain was origi-

nally called Piggly Wiggly. If you don’t want to cook, you can purchase pre-cooked food 

here to carr y away with y ou, including homemade soups, fr eshly made salads, main 

courses for dinner , even stir-fries and luscious desser ts. Locals often dr op in for a hot 

lunch, and there is a lot of organic foodstuff. The main branch stays open at night until 

10, and even keeps Sunday hours from 1 to 5pm. 42 Church St. & 441/292-3163.

Miles Mark et Visiting N ew  Yorkers call this B alducci’s of B ermuda because of its 

upmarket selection of gourmet food items. O n site is the first G odiva coffee bar in the 

world, and, of course, all G odiva chocolate products are on sale. I f you are cooking in, 

you’ll find the best selection of meat on the island, including hand-selected and aged 

beef, along with lamb, pork, poultry, and seafood. Their “World of Cheese” is a special, 

exotic treat as w ell. The outlet will also deliv er your bag of gr oceries anywhere on the 

island. 96 Pitts Bay Rd. (near Fairmont Hamilton Princess), in Hamilton. & 441/295-1234.

 

Jewelry

Astwood Dick inson  Here y ou’ll find a tr easure-trove of famous-name watches, 

SHOPPING including Patek Philippe, Cartier, Tiffany, Tag Heuer, and Omega, plus designer jewelry, 

all at prices generally belo w U.S. retail. From the original B ermuda collection, you can 

 

9 select an 18-karat gold memento of the island (je weled representations of local flora,  83-85 Front St.  fauna, and landmarks).  &  441/292-5805.  Additional location in Walker Arcade 

 

ONT                                                                                                                                                                                              E. R. A ubrey, Je wellers on Front St. (btw. Burnaby and Queen sts.). & 441/278-3443. www.astwooddickinson.com.

  This shop carries an extensiv e collection of gold chains, 

rings with precious and semiprecious stones, and charms, including one of the Bermuda 

longtail bird. 101 Front St. East & 441/295-3826. Additional location in St. Geor ge’s, 20 E. York 

St. & 441/297-5059.

 OF HAMIL

Y                                                                                                                                                                                              H. S. & J . E. Crisson Ltd .  Crisson is the ex clusive Bermuda agent for R olex, Ebel,  CIT and Seiko watches, and for other well-known makers. It also carries an extensive selection 

of fine jewelry and gems. 55 and 71 Front St. & 441/295-2351. www.crisson.com.

IN THE                                                                                                                                                                                              Swiss Timing     All the best names in S wiss watchmaking ar e found her e, including 

Rodania, Certina, Oris, and Zenith, along with a selection of semiprecious jewelry, gold 

chains, and bracelets. 95 Front St. & 441/295-1376.

Walker Christopher G oldsmiths       For the past decade or so, the Bermudian

magazine has cited this goldsmith for selling the finest je welry on the island.  The shop 

showcases everything from classic diamond bands to strands of South Sea pearls to mod-

ern hand-hammer ed chokers.  The stor e also carries a collection of rar e coins—gold 

doubloons and silv er “pieces of eight ” salvaged from sunken galleons, as w ell as G reek 

and Roman coins which can be mounted and worn as pendants, earrings, and cuff links. 

Even Egyptian artifacts have been transformed into w earable art. Customers who hav e 

their own design in mind can work with a master jeweler to craft a one-of-a-kind piece. 
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Finds C ounterculture Shopping

 

If Bermuda is a bit prim f or your tastes, we have a couple of unusual st ores to 

suggest: Try dropping in at Twice Told Tales, 34 P arliament St. ( & 441/296-1995), in the Cit y of Hamilt on, where kindred spirits gather t o check out the 

store’s inventories of used books . There happens t o be a  Wi-Fi connection for anyone who br ought a lapt op. Although r efreshments aren’t sold within this 

used bookshop, no one will mind if y ou haul in a cup of takea way coffee from 

the nearby coffee shop, the Rock Island Coffeeshop, 48 Reid St. (& 441/296-

5241).

  Here’s a chance to meet the locals: Rock On, 67 Front St. (& 441/295-3468), in the Cit y of Hamilt on, provides a full range of herb t eas, nutritional supple -

ments, and books and magazines devoted to health issues.

 

The on-site wor kshop also pr oduces Bermuda-inspired gold je welry and sterling silv er 

Christmas ornaments. 9 & 69 Front St. & 441/295-1466. www.walkerchristopher.com.

 

Leather Goods SHOPPING

The Harbourmaster  This is your best bet for luggage and leather goods. These value 

items are from Colombia and are often sold at prices which are lower than in the United 

States. There are more expensive leather goods fr om Italy (such as handbags), plus an 

extensive collection of wallets, and nylon and canv as tote bags.  The shop also stocks 

 

Lusso  More high-end than many of the other stor es selling mostly women ’s purses,  IN  handbags, suitcases, shoes, and perfume, this is a store that causes trend-conscious mate- travel accessories, including luggage carts. Washington Mall. & 441/295-5333. 9

 THE

rialists on Bermuda to actually salivate upon mention of its name. B rands it carries read 

like a Who’s Who from a r ecent edition of Vogue: Fendi, Prada, Ferragamo, and J immy   CIT

Choo. 49 Front St. in Hamilton. & 441/295-2672. Y OF HAMIL

Linens

The Irish Linen Shop  At Heyl’s Corner, near the “Birdcage” police officer post, this 

is the biggest distributor of luxury bed linens in Bermuda. Inventories include pure linen 

tablecloths from Ireland, bedsheets and tablecloths from Souleiado of Provence and from  TON

other purveyors of luxury bed and table linens from around the world. The owners go to 

Europe twice a year and bring back exceptional items such as Madeira hand embroidery 

and Belgian lace. You can often sav e as much as 50% o ver American prices. 31 Front St. 

(at Queen St.) & 441/295-4089.

 

Liquor & Liqueurs

You are allowed to take what U.S. C ustoms calls a “reasonable amount” of liquor fr om 

Bermuda to the United States. There is a duty-free allowance, but you merely pay overage 

to U.S. Customs at the airport. Even with the duty, prices are often lower than those in 

the States.

In former days, ther e was a strictly defined term, “in-bond ” (tax-free) liquor which 

could not be legally consumed on the island. (It could only be exported.) Today, the huge 214

Branching Out

You’ll often find branches of City of Hamilton’s stores at major resorts. The 

prices—even when there’s a sale—are the same as those charged by the parent 

stores in the City of Hamilton. Although the selection is more limited, resort bou-

tiques remain open on Sunday, when most stores in the City of Hamilton are shuttered.

 

majority of duty-free alcohol purchased in Bermuda is sold at the airpor t, and must be 

physically defined as par t of y our carr y-on luggage. I f y ou’re buying liquor with the 

intention of consuming it aboar d your cruise ship, specify that to the shop attendant at 

the time of pur chase. Most of them won ’t charge the local sales tax, under the pr oviso 

that they’ll arrange to have it transported directly to your ship.

Burrows, Lightbourn Ltd.  This is the best and most comprehensive liquor store in 

Bermuda, with a wide array of spirits in v arious price ranges. You can put together your 

own package of B ermuda liquors at in-bond or duty-fr ee prices.  The store will deliv er 

your packages to the airpor t or to y our ship . East Br oadway in do wntown Hamilt on. 

& 441/295-1554. There are additional locations at Harbour Rd . in Paget Parish, & 441/236-0355;

at Water St. in St. George’s, & 441/297-0552; and at the airport.

Gosling Brothers, Ltd.  The leading competitor of Burrows, Gosling has been selling 

liquor on Bermuda since 1806. One of their best-sellers is G osling’s Black Seal dark rum, SHOPPING which is viewed as a key ingr edient in some B ermuda recipes, including some v ersions of 

both rum cakes and fish cho wder. In addition to their o wn rum, the stor e stocks a wide  

 

9 selection of liquors, liqueurs, and wines. If you want to buy liquor to take home under your  Front and Queen sts .  duty-free allowance, you can arrange to hav e it sent to the airpor t. 

& 441/298-7337. Other locations at 17 Dundonald St., & 441/295-1123; in St. George’s at the corner 

ONT                                                                                                                                                                                              of York and Queen sts., &    441/297-1364; and at the airport. www.goslingsrum.com.

 

Photographic Equipment

P-Tech  A leading outlet for photographic and electronic equipment, this outfit stocks 

 

 OF HAMIL cameras, film, and accessories for Canon, Sony, Nikon, Pentax, Fuji, Olympus, and other  Y  big names.  The store also carries top-of-the-line pictur e frames and camera bags. Also 

 CIT                                                                                                                                                                                              sold are tapes, film, tape recorders, and other supplies. 5 Reid St. &   441/295-5496.

 

 THE                                                                                                                                                                                              Shoes IN W. J . B oyle & S on              In business since 1884, this shop offers footw ear for men, 

women, and childr en. With the best collection in to wn, it specializ es in brand-name 

footwear from England, Spain, Brazil, and the U nited States (including Clarks of Eng-

land, Cole Haan, and Enzo Angiolini). Queen St. at Church St. & 441/295-1887.

 

Silver

Otto Wurz Co.  Otto Wurz is at the w estern end of F ront Street, past the F erry Ter-

minal and the Bank of Bermuda. It specializes in articles made of silver, including jewelry, 

charms, and bracelets. O ne section of the stor e is devoted to gift items, such as pe wter 

ware, cute wooden signs, and glassware. 3–5 Front St. (btw. Par-la-Ville and Bermudiana rds.). 

& 441/295-1247.

Sportswear 215

Davison’s of B ermuda  Sportswear with a B ermudian flair is the specialty at this 

emporium. Along with vir tually anything y ou’d need to w ear for almost any spor t on Bermuda—or to the countr y club at home—it carries accessories and spor ting equip-

ment. Also available are culinary gift packages including such items as B ermuda fish or 

clam chowder, fish-based sauces, and island herbs. 93 Front St. & 441/292-3826. Other loca-

tions at Water Street in St. Geor ge, & 441/297-8363; and at the Clock  Tower Mall, in the Dock -

yard, & 441/234-0959.

Upstairs Golf &  Tennis Shop  Everything you’ll need for the tennis cour ts or the 

golf links is available in this amply stocked store. For golfers, there’s merchandise by Ping, 

Callaway, TaylorMade, Titleist, and Adams. Tennis enthusiasts will recognize products by 

Wilson, Yonex, and many others. 26 Church St. & 441/295-5161.

Stamps

Perot Post Office  Philatelists from all over the world visit this office to buy postage 

stamps fr om B ermuda. H ighly priz ed b y collectors, the stamps often featur e historic 

figures and the island’s flora and fauna. At press time for this edition, stamps commemo-

rating the 400th anniversary of Jamestown, Virginia, and the 19th-century sailing sloop 

Spirit of Bermuda were two of the most co veted stamps. Open Monday through Friday 

from 9am to 5pm. Queen St., at the entrance to Par-la-Ville Park. & 441/297-7865.

 

Tobacco SHOPPING

Many Americans come to Bermuda to enjoy Cuban cigars, which can’t be brought back 

into the United States but must be smoked while abr oad.

Chatham House Bermuda  This shop seems as if it ’s been around since Columbus 

discovered Taino Indians smoking the leaves of a plant called cohiba in 1492. Chatham  9

House is a historic r etailer of C uban cigars. B ermuda used to har vest its o wn tobacco, 

but Castro blessed those on sale her e—well, almost. The store also carries pipes, S wiss  AROUND

Army knives, lighters, and postcards. 65 Front St. & 441/292-8422.

 

Woolens  THE

English Sports Shop  This shop, established in 1918, is one of the island ’s leading 

retailers of quality classic and British woolen goods from Pringles and Marks & Spencer   ISL

for men, women, and childr en. Its selection of sw eaters, knit golf shir ts, and B ermuda  AND

shorts is impeccable and, in many cases, appr opriately “preppy.” 49 Front St. in Hamilton. 

& 441/295-2672. Additional locations in Somerset Village, & 441/234-0770; and at 30 Water St. in 

St. George’s, & 441/297-0142.

 

3  AROUND THE  ISL AND

 

As you leave the City of Hamilton and tour the island, you may want to continue look-

ing for typical Bermudian items at the shops listed belo w.

For other shopping suggestions, consider the Bermuda Craft Market and the Birdsey 

Studio in Paget Parish (see p. 186 and p. 190, in chapter 8).




216 SANDYS PARISH

Ireland Island

Bermuda Arts Centre at Dockyard  In one of the stone-sided war ehouses origi-

nally built by the British during their military tenure in Bermuda, this art gallery special-

izes in paintings, sculptures, and crafts, mostly b y Bermudian artisans. New exhibitions 

are configured about every 6 weeks. Not to be confused with the nearby Bermuda Crafts 

Centre, with which it is not associated, it ’s sponsored by a local foundation and striv es 

for more than a purely commercial approach to art. Artworks range in price fr om $180 

for a reproduction print to a maximum of ar ound $12,000 for an original. Lots of less 

expensive originals and craft items ar e also for sale. S ome of the staff members her e are 

well versed in the nuances of the local ar t scene. Maritime Drive, in the Ro yal Naval Dock-

yard. & 441/234-2809. www.artbermuda.bm. Bus: 7 or 8.

Sharon Wilson Gallery  From her private home, just minutes b y foot from Horse-

shoe Beach, local artist Sharon Wilson is known for going bey ond the picture-postcard 

view of island life in an attempt to por tray Bermuda’s spirit in more depth. She explores 

the scope of Bermudian life and its people through limited and open-edition lithographs 

and notecards. The gallery is also home to her pictur e book illustrations, the most w ell-

known being the award-winning The Day Gogo Went to Vote. 2 Turtle Place. & 441/238-2583.

Bus: 7.

 

ST. GEORGE’S PARISH

The Book Cellar  Built in the 18th century, this small but choice bookshop lies below 

Tucker House, a National Trust property. It caters to visitors and locals alike, including 

SHOPPING a lot of “yachties” who stop by to pick up reading material for their time at sea. A lot of 

people come here for the Cellar’s line of books about Bermuda. There’s also a wide array 

9 of fiction and nonfiction by British and American writers. Parents might be interested in 

picking up one of the childr en’s books published in B ritain—many are quite differ ent 

from similar editions in America. Water St. & 441/297-0448. Bus: 7.

AND                                                                                                                                                                                              Cooper’s Frangipani  This is a world of fun, color ful, “dressy casual” fashion for 

 ISL women. You’ll find a large selection of comfortable cottons, bright silks, and soft rayons. 

The stor e is kno wn for its unusual mer chandise, including ex clusive island designs. 

 THE                                                                                                                                                                                              There’s also a fine collection of swimw ear and unusual accessories.     16 Water St., S omers 

Wharf. & 441/297-1357. Bus: 7.

 

AROUND

Tips  Comparison Shopping at Somers Wharf

The best place to begin shopping is at the Somers Wharf & Branch Stores along Water Street (bus no. 7), a coterie of shops that includes all the big names fr om 

the City of Hamilton such as A.S. Coopers, the English Sports Shop, and the 

Crown Colony Shop. Of course, the parent branches in the City of Hamilton tend 

to be better stocked, but Somers Wharf makes shopping a pleasure because all the island’s “name” shops are clustered together, making comparison shopping 

much easier.
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Tips Last-M inute Purchases

The international airport in Bermuda offers duty-free shops for those last-minute 

purchases. One shop is in the int ernational departures lounge, and the other lies 

near the U.S. departures lounge. U.S. citizens clear customs before flying back to the States. For that specialty purchase, you should still shop around the island, 

but now you can buy routine duty-free items such as perfume, cigarettes, and 

liquor just prior to boarding the plane. That sure beats the old, now-antiquated 

system of buying duty-free liquor and cigarettes a day or so in advance and hav-ing them delivered to the airport.

 

Taylors  Go here for the finest selection of women ’s and childr en’s kilts and tar tans 

from Scotland, even if you can’t play the pipes. M ost of the merchandise is for women, 

who almost as an after thought can pick up a pair of slippers, a necktie, or a bo wtie for 

one of the men in their liv es. 30 Water St. & 441/297-1626. Bus: 7.

 

SHOPPING
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10 Bermuda After Dark

 

As we mentioned already, night- The island ’s visitor centers and most 

life is not one of the compelling reasons to  hotels distribute free copies of such publi-

go to B ermuda, although ther e is some     cations as Preview B ermuda, Bermuda 

after-dark action, mainly in the summer. If     Weekly, and This Week in Bermuda, which 

you visit during the winter, we trust you’ll     list the latest scheduled activities and

be content to nurse a drink in a pub . events. There’s a calendar of ev ents in the 

In the summer , activity seems to float      Bermudian, sold at most newsstands.

from hotel to hotel, which makes it har d       You can also tune in to the local     TV 

to pr edict which pub or nightspot will  station, which constantly broadcasts infor-

have the best steel-dr um or calypso band  mation for visitors, including details on 

at any given time. Many pubs feature sin- cultural ev ents and nightlife offerings  

galongs at the piano, a popular form of  around the island. F rom 7am to noon 

entertainment in B ermuda. M ost of the     daily, radio station 1160 AM (      VSB) 

big hotels offer sho ws after dinner , with  broadcasts news of Bermuda’s cultural and 

combos filling in betw een shows for cou-    entertainment events.

ples who like to dance.

 

1  THE CLUB & MUSIC SCENE

 

PAGET PARISH

The  Verandah and the Reef Bar a t Elbo w B each  The high-ceilinged public 

areas of the stately looking Elbow Beach resort are usually filled with off-island clients of 

that resort, but thanks to liv e entertainment that’s presented most ev enings during the 

cocktail hour, goodly numbers of locals have targeted the place as well. It’s probably best 

to explore some of the rooms radiating off the reception area of this resort to get an idea 

of which hideaway you actually prefer. The Elbow Beach Resort, 60 South Rd., Paget Parish 

& 441/236-3535. Bus: 1, 2, or 7.

 

PEMBROKE PARISH (CITY OF HAMILTON)

Coconut Rock  With a name more evocative of the Caribbean than of Bermuda, this 

restaurant has two of the most activ e bars in town, both with prices which ar e relatively 

reasonable for high-priced Bermuda. It draws locals and visitors (in equal numbers) with 

background music and videos of the hottest acts in the U.K. and America. The Yashi Bar 

is a sushi bar . H appy hour is M onday thr ough F riday fr om 5 to 7pm. O pen daily 

11:30am to 1am. Williams House, 20 Reid St. & 441/292-1043. Bus: 7 or 8.

Opus  It’s been described as a wine bar on ster oids, drawing clients in their 30s, 40s, 

and 50s who appr eciate the sometimes magnificent vintages that ar e sold her e by the 

glass. It begins its day as a br eakfast cafe, and ser ves sandwiches, salads, and wraps at 

lunchtime. But its charms ar e most visible after 5pm, when it ’s a pr eferred after-hours 

venue for office wor kers and members of the banking and financial community fr om nearby Hamilton. The club, open Monday to Saturday 7am to 1am, charges from $7 to 219

$15 for a glass of wine. 4 Bermudiana Rd. & 441/292-3500. www.opus.bm. Bus: 7.

The Spinning Wheel  If you’d like to escape from the tourist hordes for a pint of beer 

with the locals, head to this longtime neighborhood fav orite, a vir tual institution since 

its opening in 1970. N amed for a song b y Blood, Sweat, and Tears (remember them?), 

it’s a relaxing and almost aggr essively ethnic place that has an outdoor pool ar ea with a 

bar. The place is most cr owded with people fr om outside its immediate neighborhood 

whenever there’s a special event, such as a pre-announced performance by a live local. An 

upstairs section for dancing to reggae, or whatever, draws a young crowd. Happy hour is 

noon to 8pm Monday through Friday. Open daily noon to 3am. 33 Court St. & 441/292-

7799. Cover upstairs $15–$20 Fri–Sun. Bus: 7 or 8.

Splash Located next to the r estaurant Portofino (p. 149), this split-lev el club—

with two full-service bars and a cozy lounge atmospher e—evokes nightlife in New York 

City. Both visitors and islanders alike enjoy the best DJs, with the most up-to-date CDs 

on the island, and they dance until 5am. The martini-and-wine bar is a chic rendezvous, 

and you can also enjo y the outdoor patio, ideal for meeting friends or for making ne w 

 

ones. Happy hour is fr om 5 to 9pm, and the club is open nightly fr om 5pm to 5am.  BERMUD  Bermudiana Rd.  &  441/296-3868.  Cover $20 af ter 9pm F ri–Sat. Free admission with dinner at 

Portofino. Bus: 1, 2, 10, or 11.

 

SOUTHAMPTON PARISH A AFTER D  Henry VIII   This restaurant (p. 135) is also a good bet for music and comedy . Piano 

tunes and singing ar e often featur ed, as ar e comedians. Performances begin at 9:30pm 

 

and last until the restaurant closes at 1am. The stage is visible from the pub and from one  ARK  of the restaurant’s three dining areas.  56 South Shore Rd.  &  441/238-1977.  www.henrys.bm. 

Bus: 7 or 8.
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2  THE BAR SCENE THE

 

HAMILTON PARISH  BAR

Swizzle Inn  SCENE   The home of the Bermuda rum swizzle, this bar and restaurant (p. 153) 

lies west of the airpor t, near the C rystal Caves and the B ermuda Perfumery. You can 

order a Swizzleburger and fish and chips thr oughout the day. There’s live entertainment 

every night except Mondays and Wednesdays. In the old days, you might’ve run into Ted 

Kennedy here; now his wife steers him to more sedate places. The tradition is to tack your 

business card to anyplace y ou can find a spot, ev en the ceiling. The jukebox plays both 

soft and hard rock. Happy hour is Monday through Friday 5 to 7pm. Food is served from 

11am to 10pm. I n 2007, based on its r oaring success in H amilton Parish, this place opened a second branch in Warwick Parish, along Bermuda’s south shore. Daily 11am to 

1am. 3 Blue Hole Hill, Bailey’s Bay. & 441/293-1854. www.swizzleinn.com. Bus: 3 or 11.

 

PEMBROKE PARISH (CITY OF HAMILTON)

Café Ca iro  For a fe w y ears, this E gyptian/Lebanese r estaurant was kno wn for the 

quality of its food and the exotic charm of its Middle Eastern aesthetics. But as business 

fell away and standar ds declined, it ’s now best r ecommended as a late-night bar wher e 

night owls from throughout Bermuda descend for after-hour drinks, dialogues, a flir ta-

tion or two, and perhaps a plate of food. Its decor includes elaborately carved doors and 220 window screens imported from the souks of Egypt, copper tables and artifacts hauled in 

from Cairo, and the kind of diffused lighting that seems to w ell up fr om behind the 

chairs, tables, and chests. Lunch and dinner are served daily from noon to 4pm and from 

6pm to midnight, with main courses priced fr om $23 to ar ound $75, but frankly , we 

prefer the place as a bar . Within the shado wy world fav ored by late-night deniz ens of 

Bermuda, Café Cairo’s main competition derives from the nearby and also-recommended 

Square One (see below). Bar remains open until 3am. 95 Front St. & 441/295-5155. Mon-Sat 

5pm–3am. Bus: 1, 2, 10, or 11.

Casey’s  There’s nothing flashy about this long, narr ow room, which seems to be a 

favorite with locals. Look for yellowed photographs of old Bermuda and a carefully pre-

served, wall-mounted marlin caught b y the o wner in 1982. F riday nights her e are the 

hands-down winner as the most popular on the island, and the joint o verflows. (And 

frankly, other nights her e are a lot less thrilling.) G o here if you like to wander far off-

the-beaten tourist trail and want to hang out with local B ermudians. Monday to Satur-

day 10am to 10pm. 25 Queen St. (bet ween Reid and Chur ch sts.). & 441/292-9994. Bus: 1, 2, 

10, or 11.

Docksider  No other bar in B ermuda seems as distinctly contr oversial and divided 

into warring camps: M en swear by it, sometimes defining it as their fav orite bar, while 

ARK some of their female peers object to ever even going there. Go figure. Maybe it’s the kind 

 D of place best r eserved for men taking a br eak from their significant others. A t any rate, 

along its cedar bar y ou’ll find some of the most avid spor ts fans on Bermuda. There are  AFTER 15 TVs (including thr ee large plasma scr eens). One section is a wine bar , which is mor e 

A intimate; another section is a pool bar . You can order pub grub, such as fish and chips or  

shepherd’s pie. On some Fridays, there is a DJ. Happy hour is daily from 5 to 7pm. Open 

daily 11am to 1am (until 2am Fri and Sat). 121 Front St. & 441/296-3333. Bus: 1, 2, 10, or 11.

BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                              Flanagan’s  On the second floor of a landmar k building in the hear t of H amilton’s 

 

10 business district, this restaurant and pub is one of Bermuda’s most visible symbols of Irish  nationalism and “the 100,000 welcomes”  (cead mile failte)  that in the case of this bar goes 

with it. It’s known for some of the to wn’s best music—reggae, Top 40, r ock, soca, and 

what is often called “party music.” There are two bars that featur e exotic drinks. Happy 

hour is daily from 5 to 7pm. In the sports bar, you can watch European soccer matches 

or other sports; there are eight 27-inch screens. Daily 10am to 1am. Emporium Building,  BAR SCENE                                                                                                                                                                                              69 Front St. &        441/295-8299. Bus: 7 or 8.

THE                                                                                                                                                                                              Heritage Court  Most of the time, this pub within the F airmont Hamilton Princess 

seems starched, a bit stuffy , and patr onized with a clientele pr eoccupied with whatev er 

sales meeting they’re on their way to or from. But whatever you believe to be true about 

this place will change, perhaps radically, if you venture inside between May and October 

on any Friday night between 5:30 and 10pm. Then, thanks to the hordes of singles who 

gather on the nearby verandahs of the hotel that contains it, there might not be room to 

sit. Some islanders insist that it’s the hottest and most easy-to-flirt-with-a-stranger venue 

on the island.  We can’t confirm that for sur e, but with mor e than a thousand par tyers 

who cram into this place to hear the liv e entertainment and to see and be seen, among 

other things, the metaphor doesn’t seem far-fetched. In the Fairmont Princess Hotel, 76 Pitts 

Bay Rd. & 441/295-3000. Bus: 10 or 11.

The Pickled Onion   For years, Ye Old Cock & Feather was one of Bermuda’s 

landmark pubs. I n 1997, after a multimillion-dollar r enovation, it glaringly changed  

its image (as w ell as its name), and the once fairly staid pub became a stop on the trend-conscious after-dar k cir cuit. Funky fabrics co ver the booths and tables wher e 221

patrons listen to music that ranges fr om Top 40 to blues to oldies and hits of the past  

50 years. Live music starts at 10pm during the summer season. This place is sometimes 

cited as one of the fe w bars in B ermuda that continues to ser ve snacks and pub gr ub 

during the midafternoon, when many of its competitors have locked up their kitchens. Happy hour is Monday to Friday from 5 to 7pm. Open daily from 11:30am to around 

1am (until 2am Fri–Sat). 53 Front St. & 441/295-2263. Bus: 7 or 8.

The Robin Hood  More than most other drinking spots in Bermuda, this one attracts 

expatriates fr om the U.K. who might, if they ’re in a good mood, satirically describe 

themselves as “good-natured blokes” and “merry wenches.” Set within a ten-minute walk 

from the offices of do wntown Hamilton, it ser ves foaming pints of lager and hale and 

hearty pub far e, including some of B ermuda’s best pizzas. I t’s also one of the island ’s 

premier sports bars, with big-screen coverage of various U.S. and British league competi-

tions. Some nights, a master of cer emonies conducts trivia quizz es, while other nights 

focus on r eggae and r ock and r oll. And when it ’s particularly rowdy, a priz e might be awarded to the patron who can drink a pint of ale the fastest. Monday through Saturday 

11am to 1am, Sunday noon to 1am. 25 Richmond Rd. & 441/295-3314. Bus: 1 or 2.

Square One BERMUD   This convivial indoor/outdoor nightspot opened in 2000, when G uido 

Esposito, a w ell-known restaurateur, transformed what had pr eviously functioned as a 

 

laundry room into a nightspot like the ones in his native island of Capri, off the coast of  A  Naples. The result is the most European-style nightclub in Bermuda, with an indoor bar  AFTER D

and an outdoor cour tyard with aluminum tables and chairs soaking up the moonlight. 

Both areas are steeped in techno music that y ou’d hear in a nightclub in R ome, without 

too much of an emphasis on the loud and throbbing house and garage music you might  ARK

expect at a late-night spot in, say, New York or L.A. (This is, after all, downtown Ham-

ilton, and noise restrictions are somewhat strict.) Attracting a hip and permissive crowd 

of good-looking people of all genr es and sexual persuasions, it ’s the local bar for many 

Hamilton residents, and the one that ’s almost always cited as an option for v ery late,  10

after-hours fun. As a gay-friendly , or gay-permissive venue, it’s rivaled only by the also- THE

 

recommended Café Cairo. Monday through Friday 11:45am to 3am, S aturday 6pm to   BAR  3am.  95 Front St., off Bermuda House Lane.  &  441/292-1959.  Bus: 1 or 2.

 

SANDYS PARISH  SCENE

The F rog & Onion P ub  Converted fr om an 18th-centur y cooperage, or barr el-

making factor y, this sprawling and perhaps haunted B ritish-style pub (see p . 132) is 

within the solid stone walls of the R oyal Naval Dockyard. Sprawling and steeped in a 

sense of B ritish militar y histor y, it ser ves stiff drinks and bar snacks thr oughout the afternoon and evening. Established years ago by a “frog” (a Frenchman) and an “onion” 

(a Bermudian), the pub is open daily 11:30am to 1am. The Cooperage, Royal Naval Dock-

yard, Ireland Island. & 441/234-2900. Bus: 7 or 8.

 

SMITH’S PARISH

North Rock Br ewing Company  When this likable pub was first established, it did  

most of its brewing right on the premises, and as such, did a lot to raise the local commu-

nity’s appreciation for the nuances of fine br ew-making. Alas, in 2007, the actual fabrica-

tion of the beer was mo ved to a distant location on the w estern tip of the island, in the  

Royal Dockyard. So although you can certainly drink and appreciate the only beer brewed 

on B ermuda, it won ’t happen, as in days of y ore, dir ectly in fr ont of y ou. R egardless, 222 Bermuda-brewed lagers and ales ar e king her e, and av ailable only for local consumption  

unless you opt to actually haul a bottle or two back with y ou. Depending on the day, the 

inventories, and the season, y ou’ll find br ews known respectively as “ Whale of a  Wheat” 

and “North Rock Porter.” The outdoor r oadside patio adds a B ritish flavor (see p . 151). 

Happy hour is Monday through Friday from 5 to 7pm. The pub is open daily from 11am 

to 1am. 10 South Rd. & 441/236-6633. Bus: 1.

 

SOUTHAMPTON PARISH

Jasmine  Adjacent to the lobby of the Fairmont Southampton, this elegant, hip, and 

distinctly urban club has become a popular spot for mixing, mingling, flirting, and greet-

ing an upscale and sometimes nubile collection of locals and shor t-term visitors to Ber-

muda. It’s also a place to get the quintessential mar tini. There’s a monumental fireplace 

that roars away during inclement w eather, and lots of deeply upholster ed sofas that ar e 

hard to leave. Light dishes that include salads, sandwiches, and pizza are available as well. 

The bar skips a beat when live entertainment is featured. Drinks begin at $8. Daily 11am 

to midnight. In the F airmont Southampton, 101 S outh Rd. & 441/238-8000. Private ferry to 

Fairmont Hamilton.

 

ST. GEORGE’S PARISH

ARK The little port of St. George and adjoining St. David’s Island are a pubber’s haven. Our 

favorite is Black Horse Tavern (p. 154), a suitable spot for a congenial ev ening in good 

company. It lies on St. David’s Island immediately adjoining St. George, and is worth the 

 AFTER D trek over. If you get hungry, you can always order a plate of shar k hash to go with y our 

A                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  White Horse Tavern beer. The oldest pub in St. George,  (p. 156), remains an enduring 

favorite. It’s jammed most ev enings with a mixtur e of locals and visitors.  We especially 

like the location of this one, as it stands at the water’s edge overlooking the harbor. Don’t 

BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                              expect speedy service in any of these joints.

 

10

S                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                3  THE PERFORMING ARTS

 

BALLET

The Bermuda Civic Ballet presents classical ballets at v arious venues. On occasion, a 

major European or American guest artist appears with the troupe. The National Dance 

Theater of Ber muda also stages per formances, both classical and modern, ar ound the 

 PERFORMING ART island. Ask at the tourist office or call the box office at the Visitor Information Centre to 

THE                                                                                                                                                                                              check the troupe’s schedules during your visit; prices vary with the performance.

 

CLASSICAL MUSIC

The Bermuda Philharmonic S ociety, which maintains str ong links to the or chestral 

scene in the U.K., pr esents four r egular concer ts during the season. S pecial outdoor 

“Classical Pops” concerts are presented on the first weekend in June in St. George and 

at the R oyal N aval D ockyard. Concer ts usually featur e the B ermuda P hilharmonic 

orchestra, the choir, and guest soloists. You can get tickets and concert schedules by call-

ing Sue Blakely at & 441/238-1108. Tickets generally cost $18 to $25; seniors and 

students are often granted discounts, depending on the per formance.

223

Tips  The Big Event: The Bermuda Festival

Bermuda’s major cultural event is the Bermuda Festival, staged every January and February. Outstanding international classical, jazz, and pop artists perform, 

and major theatrical and dance companies from around the globe stage produc-

tions. During the festival, performances take place on varying nights. Ticket 

prices start at $55, $20 for children’s shows. Some festival tickets are reserved until 48 hours before curtain time for visitors. Visitors who’d like tickets can con-

tact Axiom (& 441/907-4262), www.resquest.com, which holds back a number of tickets that locals cannot access. Most performances are at City Hall Theatre,

City Hall, Church Street, the City of Hamilton. For more information and reserva-

tions, contact the Bermuda Festival, P.O. Box HM 297, Hamilton HM AX, Ber-

muda (& 441/295-1291; fax 441/295-7403; www.bermudafestival.org).

 

GOMBEY DANCING

Ask at the tourist office or call the bo x office at the  Visitors Service Bureau (p. 230) to  BERMUD

see whether the gombey dancers (p . 38) will be per forming during y our stay. Gombey (commonly pr onounced goom-bee or gom-bay) is the island ’s single most impor tant 

cultural expression of African heritage. O nce part of slav e culture, the tradition dates  A AFTER D

from the mid-1700s. The local dance troupe of talented men and women often performs 

at one of the big hotels in winter (and, on occasion, aboar d cruise ships for passengers). 

 

On holidays, you’ll see the gombeys dancing through the streets of the City of Hamilton  ARK  in their colorful costumes.

 

MUSICAL THEATER

 

ding Theatricals are staged. Performances have been presented in Bermuda during Col- THE  lege  Weeks (M ar/Apr) since the 1960s.  They’re staged at the City H all  Theatre on  Bermuda is the only place outside of Cambridge where Harvard University’s Hasty Pud- 10

Church Street in the City of Hamilton; call the box office at the Visitors Service Bureau   PERFORMING ART

(see above) for tickets, costing about $26 each.

 

S




Appendix A: Fast Facts

 

1  FAST FAC TS: BERMUDA

 

AMERICAN EXPRESS The  representa-    CAR RENTALS  There are no car-r ental 

tive in the City of H      amilton, Meyer    agencies in B ermuda because visitors ar e 

Franklin Travel, 35 Church St. (P.O. Box  not allo wed to r ent cars. F or transpor ta-

510), H amilton HM 12 ( & 441/295- tion information, see “G etting  There & 

4176; www .meyer-franklintravel.bm),    Getting Around,” in chapter 3.

handles travel itineraries for the company.     CLIMATE  See “When to G o,” in chap-

AREA C ODE  The ar ea code for all of      ter 3.

Bermuda is 441.                           CRIME  See “Safety,” in chapter 3.

BANKS  The main offices of B ermuda’s    CURRENCY EX CHANGE B ecause  the 

banks ar e in the City of H amilton. All  U.S. dollar and the Bermuda dollar are on 

banks and their branches ar e open M on- par, both curr encies can be used. I t’s not 

day to F riday 9am to 4:30pm. B anks are  necessary to convert U.S. dollars into Ber-

closed S aturdays, S undays, and public   muda dollars. Canadian dollars and B rit-

holidays. Many big hotels will cash travel- ish pounds must be conv erted into local 

er’s checks, and there are ATMs all around  currency. F or mor e information, see  

 

bankofbermuda.com  7  ), has branches on  Point F inger Rd., P aget Parish (  &  441/  Church Street, Hamilton; on P ar-la-Ville  236-2345; www.bermudahospitals.bm  ),  Road, Hamilton; and in Somerset.  and ask for the emergency depar tment.  The  Bank of Butterfield,  65 Front St.,  The hospital maintains lists of dentists on  Hamilton (  Hamilton ( The Bank of Ber muda, 6 F ront S t.,    DENTISTS  For dental emergencies, call & 441/295-4000; www . King Edward VII Memorial Hospital, the island.                                      “Money & Costs,” in chapter 3.

butterfieldgroup.com                   emergency call. ), has sev & 441/295-1111; www.bm. eral 

branches, including locations in S           DOCUMENTS REQUIRED t.  S ee  “Entry 

George and Somerset.                      Requirements,” in chapter 3.

The Bermuda Commercial Bank is at    DRINKING L AWS B ermuda  sternly 

43  Victoria S t., H amilton ( & 441/295- regulates the sale of alcoholic bev erages. 

5678; www.bermuda-bcb.com ). The legal drinking age is 18, and most 

BUSINESS HOURS bars close at 3am. Some bars are closed on   M ost  businesses 

are open M onday thr ough F riday fr om    Sunday.

9am to 5pm. S tores ar e generally open  Specialty stor es sell liquor , beer , and 

Monday thr ough S aturday fr om 9am to  wine. Although it’s legal for grocery stores 

5pm; several shops open at 9:15am. A few  to sell hard liquor, most limit their inv en-

shops ar e also open in the ev ening, but  tories to beer and wine. Alcohol can ’t be 

usually only when big cr uise ships ar e in  sold on S unday.  You can bring beer or 

port. other alcohol to the beach legally , as long 

as y our par ty doesn’t get too r owdy and you generally stay in one spot.        The    gov), and is open Monday through Friday 225 moment you actually walk on the beach or    from 8am to 4:30pm.

the str eets with an open container of            For Residents of C anada: The  Cana-

liquor, it ’s illegal. ( The thinking behind      dian Consulate G eneral (Commission to 

this law is appar ently that r oaming gangs  Bermuda) is at 73 F ront S t., H amilton 

of loud, obno xious drunks are more dan-    (&   441/292-2917; www .embassiesa

gerous and disr uptive than sedentar y    broad.com).

gangs of loud, obnoxious drunks.)              For R esidents of the U.K.: As B er-

DRIVING RULES                    muda is a B ritish territor y, B ritain does   Visitors cannot r ent 

cars.  To operate a motor-assisted cy cle,  not maintain a consulate in Bermuda. For 

you must be age 16 or over. All cycle driv-    emergency travel documents, contact the ers and passengers must w ear securely fas- Bermuda D epartment of I mmigration, 

 

side of the r oad, and the speed limit is       5151; www.immigration.gov.bm ). For R esidents of A ustralia: tened safety helmets. Driving is on the left    Parliament Street, Hamilton (& 441/295-

32kmph (20 mph) in the countr                                          The  Aus-yside,     APPENDIX 24kmph (15 mph) in busy areas. tralian H igh Commission in O ttawa, 

 

DRUG L AWS                      Canada (& 613/236-0841; www.canada.  In B ermuda, ther e ar e    embassy.gov.au

heavy penalties for the impor tation of ,    tance for Australians traveling in Bermuda. ) pr ovides consular assis-      A

possession of, or dealing of unlawful drugs 

 

3838 3 Reid St., Hamilton (& 441/295- CT  ETIQUETTE  W ell-tailored  Bermuda S  ), open M onday thr ough S aturday : BERMUD  shorts are acceptable on almost any occa- from 8am to 6pm, S unday from noon to  sion, and many men w  ear them with  6pm.  jackets and ties. On formal occasions, they  In H amilton,  People’s P harmacy,  62  must be accompanied b y navy blue or  Victoria S treet (  &A  441/292-4216  ), is   black knee socks. Aside from that, Bermu- open Monday through Saturday from 8am  dians are rather conser vative in their atti- to 8:30pm, S unday fr om 10am to 6pm.  tude to ward dr ess—bikinis, for example,  The  Somerset P harmacy,  49 M angrove  are banned more than 7.5m (25 ft.) fr om  Bay, Somerset Village (  &  441/234-2484  ),  the water . M en ar e usually r equired to  is open M onday to F riday 8am to 6pm,  wear a jacket to dinner.  searches for dr ugs or other contraband               911.  The non-emergency police      FAST number is & 441/295-0011. For Air-Sea goods. Rescue (www.marops.bm), R escue Coor- F DRUGSTORES T ry the Phoenix Drug-dination Center, dial & 441/297-1010.A store, at their discr etion, may conduct body       report a fir e, or summon an ambulance,       A & dial (including marijuana). C ustoms officers,     EMERGENCIES  To call the police,

and Saturday 8am to 5pm.

ELECTRICITY EYEGLASS REPAIR  There are at least a    Electricity is 110 v olts 

AC (60 cy cles). N orth American appli-     half-dozen w ell-recommended opticians 

 

Kingdom or other parts of Europe need to    visible and best are Company, 12 Chur ch S t., H amilton bring a converter. ( & 441/295-6175 ); and Atlantic Vision EMBASSIES &   CONSULATES For Care, or adapters.  Visitors fr om the U nited    fronts in H amilton, but two of the most The Bermuda Optical ances ar e compatible without conv erters    and optometrists operating out of stor e-Residents of the U.S.   : The  American    7300 66 King St., Hamilton (& 441/295-

Consulate G eneral is located at C rown    glass repair and contact-lens replacement. ). Each is equipped to handle ey e-Hill, 16 Middle Rd., Devonshire (& 441/ 295-1342; http://hamilton.usconsulate.

226 226    The B ermuda O ptical Company is     INSURANCE  Although close to the 

open M onday to  Thursday 8:45am to  United S tates, a visit to B ermuda is, in  

5pm (closed F ri–Sun), and the A tlantic  essence, “going abroad.” You can encounter 

Vision Care is open Monday to Thursday  all the same problems in Bermuda that you 

9am to 6pm (also closed Fri–Sun). would in going to a mor e remote foreign 

GASOLINE destination.  Therefore, it ’s wise to r eview    Before y ou r ent a moped, 

be v ery clear about what kind of fuel it  your insurance co verage, especially con-

runs on. Most of the mopeds available for  cerning lost luggage or medical insurance.

rental by a nonr esident of B ermuda have    Medical I nsurance  For trav el o verseas, 

50cc two-str oke engines that almost most U.S. health plans (including M edi-

always r equire a mixtur e of gasoline and  care and Medicaid) do not pr ovide cover-

oil. Designated locally as “mixed” fuel, it’s  age, and the ones that do often require you 

dispensed dir ectly fr om specially desig- to pay for ser vices upfront and r eimburse 

nated pumps at ser vice stations thr ough-    you only after you return home.

 A out B ermuda. Larger bikes (including   As a safety net, y ou may want to buy 

some of the ne wer models with 80cc  travel medical insurance, par ticularly if 

engines, and vir tually all of the modern- you’re trav eling to a r emote or high risk 

day 100cc engines), as w ell as all conv en- area wher e emergency ev acuation might 

APPENDIX                                                                                                                                                                                              tional automobiles (which most temporary                 be necessar y. I f y ou r equire additional 

visitors can neither r ent nor drive), require     medical insurance, tr y MEDEX A ssis-

A unadulterated gasoline. The octane level of     tance (& 800/537-2029 or 410/453-6300;

all gasoline in B ermuda is designated as      www.medexassist.com) or    Travel A ssis-

A                                                                                                                                                                                              “high test,” and all of it, by law, is unleaded.                  tance I nternational  (&     800/821-2828;

 

lowing public holidays: N ew  Year’s D ay  information on ser vices, call the compa- Worldwide Assistance Services, Inc.  ny’s  HOLIDAY www.travelassistance.com); for general   s   Bermuda obser ves the fol-

 

A                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            assistance.com . or second Mon in June), Cup Match Days  F Canadians should check with their (cricket;  Thurs and F ri pr eceding first provincial health plan offices or call Mon in A ug), Labour D ay (first M on in FAST S                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            at                                                           &                                                                          800/777-8710; www .worldwide T Day (May 24), the Queen’s Birthday (first C : BERMUD                                                                                                                                                                                              (Jan 1), G ood F riday, Easter , B ermuda 

Sept), Christmas Day (Dec 25), and Box- Health Canada (& 866/225-0709; www.

ing Day (Dec 26). Public holidays that fall  hc-sc.gc.ca) to find out the extent of their 

on a S aturday or Sunday are usually cele- coverage and what documentation and 

 

Parish (  7 P oint Finger Rd., P aget  their E uropean H ealth I nsurance Car d  &  441/236-2345; www.bermuda  (EHIC), which replaced the E111 form as  hospitals.bm  ), has a highly qualified staff  proof of entitlement to fr ee/reduced cost  and Canadian accreditation.  medical treatment abroad (  &  0845/606- HOT LINES  HOSPITALS                       are treated overseas. King Edward VII Memo-Travelers fr om the U.K. should carr y rial H ospital, brated the following Monday. receipts they must take home in case they 

 Call     & 441/236-3770   2030; www.ehic.org.uk). Note: The EHIC 

Monday to Friday and you’ll be connected  only covers “necessary medical treatment,” 

to either B ermuda P sychiatric H ospital’s  and for r epatriation costs, lost money , 

outpatient clinic (8:30am–5pm) or S    t.    baggage, or cancellation, trav el insurance 

Brendan’s Hospital (in the ev ening). Both  from a r eputable company should always 

 

personal crises, or r eferral to a medical       Travel I nsurance  The cost of trav el specialist. can help with life-thr eatening pr oblems,  be sought (www.travelinsuranceweb.com).

insurance varies widely, depending on the 

destination, the cost and length of y our  both types of coverage. Expedia also offers  227

trip, your age and health, and the type of      any-reason cancellation co verage for its 

trip y ou’re taking, but expect to pay air-hotel packages. For details, contact one 

between 5% and 8% of the vacation itself.  of the follo wing r ecommended insur ers: 

You can get estimates from various provid-    Access America (& 800/284-8300; www. ers through InsureMyTrip.com (& 800/    accessamerica.com); Travel G uard I nter-

487-4722). Enter your trip cost and dates,    national  (& 800/826-4919; www.travel

your age, and other information, for prices    guard.com), Travel Insured International

from more than a dozen companies.         (& 800/243-3174; www .travelinsured.

U.K. citiz ens and their families who       com), and Travelex I nsurance S ervices

make more than one trip abr oad per y ear    (& 800/228-9792; www.travelex-insurance.

may find an annual travel insurance policy    com).

 

works out cheaper . Check www.money    INTERNET ACCESS  Most of the larger & supermarket.com  ( 0845/345-5708 ), hotels in B ermuda hav e some I nternet which compares prices across a wide range service. If your hotel does not, ther e are a     APPENDIX of pr oviders for single- and multi-trip few places where you can go. policies. For a list of mor e than 4,000 I nternet Most big trav el agents offer their o wn cafes, check www.cybercafes.com . insurance and will probably try to sell you  A In B ermuda the follo wing places will their package when y ou book a holiday . allow y ou to log on for a fee: Internet Think before you sign. Britain’s Consum-Lane, on the Walkway between Reid Street A ers’ A ssociation r ecommends that y ou and F ront S treet in H amilton & 441/ insist on seeing the policy and reading the FAST 296-9972), which charges $6 per half fine print befor e buying trav el insurance. hour. Open Monday to S aturday 8am to  F The A ssociation of B ritish I nsurers 7pm. Another choice is Logic I nternet A C ( & 020/7600-3333; www .abi.org.uk) Cafe, 10-12 B urnaby S t. in H amilton T S gives advice b y phone and publishes  & 441/294-888), which pr ovides fr esh : BERMUD Holiday Insurance, a fr ee guide to policy coffee for I nternet users who pay $5 per provisions and prices.  You might also half hour. Open Monday to Friday 6am to shop around for better deals.  Try Colum-6pm. Finally, TeleBermuda International A bus D irect  ( & 0870/033-9988; www . Custom Centr e at the corner of R eid columbusdirect.net). Street and Q ueen S treet in H amilton 

Trip C ancellation I nsurance T rip  can-    & 441/296-9029), allows you to surf the 

cellation insurance will help r etrieve your     web at $2.50 per 15 minutes. Open Mon-

money if you have to back out of a trip or     day to Friday 9am to 5pm.

depart early, or if your travel supplier goes     LANGUAGE  Bermuda is a former B rit-

bankrupt.  Trip cancellation traditionally      ish colony, and English is the language of 

 

disasters, and State Department advisories.     LEGAL AID  Your consulate will inform  The latest news in trip-cancellation insur-you of your limited rights and offer a list of covers such ev ents as sickness, natural        the land.

ricane co verage attorneys. (See “Embassies & Consulates, ”   and the  ance is the av ailability of expanded hur-

 

but covers cancellations made for any r ea-    not inter fere with B ermuda’s law-enfor ce-ment officers. son.  You won ’t get back 100% of y our For R esidents of the U.S.: The Citi-prepaid trip cost, but y ou’ll be refunded a cancellation co verage—which costs mor e    above.) However, the consulate’s office can-any-reason

 

substantial por tion.  zens’ Emergency Center of the O ffice of  TravelSafe   (  &  888/  Special Consular S ervices in  Washington,  885-7233;  www .travelsafe.com) offers  

228 D.C. ( & 888/407-4747 or 202/647- For your media fix, go to the  Washing-

5225; www .dc.gov/index.asp) operates a  ton Mall Magazines stand on R eid Street 

hot line that ’s useful in an emergency for  in Hamilton. They carry major U.S. news-

U.S. citizens arrested abroad. The staff can    papers and magazines.

 

Operations Centre of Foreign Affairs Contact the  person or by mail, you can download pass-  via  port applications fr om the U.S. D epart- its 24-hour emergency hot line (  &  888/  ment of State website at http://travel.state.  949-9993  citizens arrested abroad.                       United States: Whether you’re applying in For Residents of Canada: also tell y ou how to send money to U.S.      PASSPORTS   For R esidents of the  

 

996-8885 collect). either check the U.S. Department of State  For R esidents of the U.K.:  B ecause   toll-free from Bermuda or 613/ gov. To find your regional passport office, 

website or call the toll-fr ee number of the 

Bermuda is a B ritish territor y, B ritain  National P assport I nformation Center

doesn’t have an embassy or a consulate in      (& 877/487-2778) for automated infor-

 A                                                                                                                                                                                              Bermuda; local authorities deal with         mation.

requests for consular-type assistance.             For R esidents of C anada: P assport 

 

should contact the    24-hour Consular     throughout Canada or fr om the central Emergency Centre For Residents of Australia: Australians  applications are available at travel agencies 

APPENDIX                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         (& 2-6261-3305) or    Passport O ffice,     D epartment of F oreign 

their consulate (above). Affairs and I nternational  Trade O ttawa, 

A    MAIL  Deposit r egular mail in the r ed    ON K1A 0G3 ( & 800/567-6868; www.

pillar boxes on the streets. You’ll recognize     ppt.gc.ca). Note: Canadian childr en who 

A                                                                                                                                                                                              them by the monogram of Q ueen Eliza-                   travel must have their own passport. How-

beth II. The postage rate for airmail letters  ever, if you hold a valid Canadian passport 

up to 10 grams and for postcards is 70¢ to  issued befor e D ecember 11, 2001, that 

: BERMUD the United States and Canada, 85¢ to the  bears the name of your child, the passport 

 

S                                                                                                                                                                                              United Kingdom. Airmail letters and post-                 remains valid for you and your child until T C cards to the N orth American mainland it expires. A F can take 5 to 7 days, to B ritain possibly a For R esidents of I reland: Y ou  can 

little longer . O ften visitors r eturn home     apply for a 10-y ear passpor t at the Pass-

FAST                                                                                                                                                                                              before their postcards arrive.                                                                                                                         port Office, Setanta Centre, Molesworth 

NEWSPAPERS &   MAGAZINES        Street, Dublin 2 ( & 01/671-1633; www. B er-

muda has one daily ne wspaper, the  foreignaffairs.gov.ie). Those under age 18  Royal 

 

petitors pr oviding alternativ e v ersions of     post offices. For R esidents of A ustralia: Y ou  can the ne ws, including the Bermuda S un, pick up an application fr om y our local which is issued ev ery Wednesday and Fri-post office or any branch of P assports day, and the Mid-Ocean N ews, which is Australia, but you must schedule an inter-published every Friday. Major U.S. ne ws-view at the passport office to present your regarded as the ne wspaper of r ecord for  port. You can also apply at 1A South Mall,  &  Cork (  021/494-4700  ), or at most main  the island as a whole.  There are two com- Gazette, and over 65 must apply for a 3-y ear pass-  a publication that  ’s usually  

 

and  Passport Information Service at  131- Newsweek,  are deliv ered to B ermuda  232  or visit the go vernment w ebsite at  on the day of their publication on the  www.smartraveller.gov.au.  mainland.  This  Week in B ermuda  is a  For R esidents of N ew Z ealand:  USA Today, application materials. Call the Australian   and magazines such as  Time  &  papers, including the New York Times and 

weekly guide for tourists. You 

can pick up a passpor t application at any New Z ealand P assports O ffice or do wn-    SMOKING  Tobacconists and other     229

load it fr om their w ebsite. Contact the      stores carry a wide array of tobacco pr od-

Passports Office at & 0800/225-050 in  ucts, generally fr om either the U nited 

New Zealand or 04/474-8100, or log on      States or England. Prices vary but tend to 

to www.passports.govt.nz. be high. At most tobacconists you can buy 

For R esidents of the U nited K ing- classic cigars from Havana, but Americans 

dom: To pick up an application for a  must enjoy them on the island—they can’t 

standard 10-year passport (5-year passport  be taken back to the U nited States. In the 

for children under 16), visit y our nearest     spring of 2006 the go vernment of B er-

passport office, major post office, or travel     muda passed a law banning smoking in 

agency or contact the United K ingdom    enclosed public places.

Passport Service at & 0870/521-0410 or    TAXES  Bermuda charges visitors a P as-

search its website at www.ips.gov.uk.          senger  Tax befor e they depar t fr om the 

PETS  To take your pet with you to Ber-    island; it ’s hidden within the cost of an 

muda, it must be a minimum of 10  airline or cr uise-ship ticket. F rankly, y ou   APPENDIX

months of age. You’ll need a special permit    might never know that a tax has actually 

issued by the director of the Department  been imposed, but if you’re interested, $25 

 

of Agriculture, Fisheries, and Parks, P.O.     of the cost of y our airline ticket, and $60       A Box HM 834, H amilton HM CX, B er-of the cost of y our cruise-ship ticket, goes muda ( & 441/236-4201; www.animals. to the B ermudian go vernment. Childr en 

gov.bm).  The island has no quarantine  age 2 and younger are exempt from paying   A

 

proper documents will be r efused entr y  FAST  All r oom rates, r egardless of the cate- facilities, so animals arriving without         this tax.

 

and will be returned to the point of origin.  gory of accommodations or the plan under    FA  Some guesthouses and hotels allow you to  which y ou stay, ar e subject to a go vern-C  bring in small animals, but others will not;  ment tax of 7.25%.TS  so be sur e to inquir e in adv ance. Always : BERMUD  TAXIS   See “G etting  There & G etting  check to see what the latest regulations are  Around,” in chapter 3.  before attempting to bring a dog or  TELEPHONE  W orldwide  direct-dial  another pet—including Seeing Eye dogs—A  phone, fax, and cable service is available at  to Bermuda.  the  Cable & Wireless Office,  12 Burnaby  PHARMACIES   See “Drugstores,” above.  St., H amilton (  &  441/497-7000;  www.

POLICE  In an emergency , call & 911; cwbda.com). Hours are Monday through 

otherwise, call & 441/295-0011. Friday from 9am to 5pm. P repaid phone 

POST OFFICES                     cards may be pur chased and used island- The General P ost 

Office, wide, and calling car ds may be used fr om   56 Church St., Hamilton (  &  441/

297-7866                            selected call boxes. ), is open M onday to F riday from 8am to 5pm, S aturday from 8am to  Cable & Wireless, in conjunction with 

noon. Post office branches and the P erot  the B ermuda  Telephone Co ., pr ovides 

Post Office, Queen Street, Hamilton, are  international direct dialing (IDD) to more 

open Monday to Friday from 8am to 5pm.    than 150 countries. Countr y codes and 

Some post offices close for lunch fr            calling charges may be found in the B er-om 

11:30am to 1pm. Daily airmail service for  muda telephone dir ectory.  Telephone 

the U nited S tates and Canada closes at       booths are available at the Cable &  Wire-

9:30am in H amilton. S ee also “M ail,”    less office, and customers can either pr e-above.                                      pay or buy cash car ds in $10, $20, and 

$50 denominations. Cash-car d phone  230 booths are available at numerous locations     TRANSIT INFORMA TION F or  infor-

around the island. M aking international     mation about ferr y ser vice, call & 441/

calls with cash car ds can be a lot cheaper      295-4506. F or bus information, call

than using the phone at your hotel, which    & 441/292-3854.

might impose stiff sur charges. To make a     USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS On  

local call, deposit 20¢ in either Bermudian  Bermuda, for time and temperatur e, call 

or U.S. coins. Hotels often charge between     & 909.  To learn “ What’s O n in B er-

20¢ and $1 for local calls.                     muda,” dial & 974. For medical emergen-

Special phones at passenger piers in the     cies or the police, dial & 911. If in doubt 

City of H amilton, S t. G eorge, and the      during any other emergency , dial & 0

dockyard will connect you directly with an  (zero), which will connect y ou with y our 

AT&T, S print, or MCI operator in the  hotel’s switchboard or the B ermuda tele-

 

lect or calling-card calls.                         VISITOR INFORMA TION I n  the TELEPHONE DIREC TORY United States, permitting you to make col-    phone operator. A                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 All     Ber-    United States       to receive a visitor informa-

muda telephone numbers appear in one  tion packet about Bermuda before you go, 

phone book, r evised annually . All the      call & 800/237-6832 (800/BERMUDA; 

goods and ser vices you are likely to need  www.bermudatourism.com). To speak to a 

APPENDIX                                                                                                                                                                                              are listed in the back of the  Yellow Pages                 travel representative, contact the Bermuda 

(www.bermudayp.com).                 Department of Tourism , 675 Third Ave., 

A    TIME  Bermuda is 1 hour ahead of East-    New York, NY 10017 (& 212/818-9800).

ern Standard Time (EST). Daylight saving       In the    United K ingdom, contact  

A                                                                                                                                                                                              time is in effect from the second Sunday in                the B ermuda D epartment of  Tourism at 

March until November 1.                  & 020/7096-4246.

 

FAST Royal  in a package or in the daily rate). Check  Naval Dockyard  (  &  441/234-3824), open  for this car efully to av oid double tipping.  daily 9am to 5pm.  Otherwise, a 15% tip for ser vice is cus- To help make it easier for visitors to  tomary.  Taxi driv ers usually get 10% to  book a vacation, the Department of Tour- 15%.  ism has launched a special website—  www.  TOILETS   The City of H amilton and St.  bermudatourism.com  .  The site featur es  George pr ovide public facilities, but only   comprehensive information br oken down  during business hours. In the City of Ham- into user-friendly categories for v acation- ilton, toilets are at City Hall, in Par-la-Ville  ers, w eddings, trav el agents, and media.  Gardens, and at Albouy ’s P oint. I n S t.  C hotels, the charge is in lieu of tipping vari- Service Bureau locations at the Ferry Ter- minal,  A  8 F ront S t., City of H amilton  ous individuals, such as bellhops, maids,   F  (  &  441/295-1480), open Monday to Sat- and restaurant staffers (for meals included  urday 9am to 5pm; and at the  : BERMUD most of y our questions at the  Visitors  is added to hotel and r estaurant bills. I n  S  T  TIPPING In B ermuda, y ou can get answ ers to    In most cases, a service charge 

 

Somers Garden, and M arket Wharf. Out- their Bermuda vacation as w ell as conv e- side of these towns, you’ll find restrooms at  nient weather information, entr y require- the public beaches, at the Botanical G ar- ments, and little-kno wn B ermuda facts,  George, facilities are available at Town Hall,  tors see exactly wher e they’ll be going on  An interactive map of the island lets visi-

 

dens, in sev eral of the for ts, at the airpor t,  including the latest trav el packages and a  and at service stations. Often you’ll have to  state-of-the-art booking device.  use the facilities in hotels, r estaurants, and  The B ermuda go vernment r emains  wherever else you can find them.  committed to attracting mor e and mor e 

visitors. It offers a personaliz ed Bermuda     taste and pocketbook. Special-interest but-231

mini-guidebook for potential visitors.       tons can be pressed for data on golf , hon-

Within minutes of hanging up the phone,     eymoon packages, nightlife, and spor    ts 

Internet-connected 800/BERMUDA call-   facilities.

ers r eceive a personaliz ed “ weblet” that     WATER  Tap water is generally safe to 

 

hotels and activities based on information     WEATHER Call    & 977 at any time for supplied by the caller. Your weblet’s search gives specific, detailed information on        drink.

 

engines allow you to supply personal crite- a for ecast co vering the next 24-hour   period or go to www.weather.bm.  ria and r eceive a selection of hotels and 

restaurants designed to appeal to y     our 

 

2  USEFUL WEBSITES

 

MAJOR U.S. AIRLINES APPENDIX

(*flies internationally as well)

 

American Airlines*                        JetBlue Airways                            A www.jetblue.com www.aa.com

 

www.continental.com A  www.usairways.com  Continental Airlines*                      US Airways*

Delta Air Lines* USEFUL

www.delta.com

 

MAJOR INTERNATIONAL AIRLINES  WEBSITES

American Airlines                         Delta Air Lines

www.aa.com                           www.delta.com

British Airways                            US Airways

www.british-airways.com                   www.usairways.com

Continental Airlines

www.continental.com




Appendix B: Clothing 

 

Size Conversions

 

Women’s Clothing

American C                ontinental                    British

6–8 36–38                                          8–10

8–10 38–40                                         10–12

10–12 40–42                                       12–14

12–14 42–44                                       14–16

14–16 44–46                                       16–18

16–18 46–48                                       18–20

18–20 48–50                                       20–22

 

Women’s Shoes

American C                ontinental                    British

5 36                                                     4

6 37                                                     5

7 38                                                     6

8 39                                                     7

9 40                                                     8

10 41                                                  9

 

Children’s Clothing*

American C                ontinental                    British

1 year

2 years

3 years                      98

4 years                      104

5 years                      110

6 years                      116

7 years                      122

8 years                      128

9 years                      134

10 years                   140

 

*Note that American and British clothing manufacturers tend to size children’s clothing 

by age, while European children’s clothing is usually sized by height in cm.

Children’s Shoes 233

American C                ontinental                    British

8 24                                                     7

9 25                                                     8

10 27                                                  9

11 28                                                  10

12 29                                                  11

13 30                                                  12

1 32                                                     13

2 33                                                     1

3 34                                                     2

 

Men’s Suits

American C                ontinental                    British

APPENDIX

34 44                                                  34

36 46                                                  36

38 48                                                  38

40 50                                                  40                                 B

42 52                                                  42

44 54                                                  44                                B

46 56                                                  46

48 58  CL  48

O

THING

Men’s Shirts

 SIZE C

American C                ontinental                    British

141/2 37                                                      141/2

15 38  ONVERSIONS  15

151/2 39                                                      151/2

16 41                                                  16

161/2 42                                                      161/2

17 43                                                  17

171/2 44                                                      171/2

18 45                                                  18

 

Men’s Shoes

American C                ontinental                    British

7 39                      1/2                          6

8 41                                                     7

9 42                                                     8

10 43                                                  9

11 44                    1/2 10

12 46                                                  11

13 47                                                  12


INDEX

 

 

See also Accommodations and Restaurant indexes, below.

 

A            colonies, 113–115      AP (American Plan), 98 ARP, 70 Southampton Parish Apartment rentals, 98, 118. Above and Beyond Tours, 68 guesthouses, 121–122 See also Accommodations; Access-Able Travel Source, 69 G               small hotels, 97, 109–111    Annapolis-Bermuda ENERAL I NDEX Smith’s Parish, cottage Race, 177

Access America, 227                     units, 118 housekeeping             Housekeeping units; 

 

Accommodations, 97–123.             resort hotels, 101, 104 small hotels, 109–110    Architecture, 29–32 See also Accessible Journeys, 69                                         The Arboretum, 71 Accommodations Index

Index    Accommodations        surfing for hotels, 100            books about, 37

 

best, 1                              Warwick Parish types of, 97–98 highlights for architecture  bargains, 14                                                      lovers, 179–180 guesthouses, 122 Area code, 224 for families with 

children, 13–14                   117–119 housekeeping units,      ARGO (boat), 199

 

cottage colonies, 112–117 12–13                                              books about, 37 Parish), 161 Art and Architecture for honeymooners,        Achilles Bay (St. George’s        Art, 29

family-friendly, 114            Admiralty House Park (Pem-Addresses, finding, 81, 207       Walk, 181 guesthouses, 120–123          broke Parish), 192            Art galleries, commercial, Hamilton Parish              African American Association      208

cottage colonies,            of Innkeepers Interna-         Art museums and galleries. 

116–117              tional, 70                     See also Art galleries, 

resort hotels, 107–109    African-American                  commercial

landing the best room,          travelers, 70                       Bermuda Arts Centre 

100–101                African Diaspora Heritage            (Sandys Parish), 186

money-saving tips, 99–100      Trail, 193                          Bermuda National Gallery Paget Parish                  Afternoon tea, 42                     (City of Hamilton), 194

cottage colonies, 113     Agriculture Exhibit, 46              The Birdsey Studio (Paget guesthouses, 120–123    AirAmbulanceCard.com, 69          Parish), 190 housekeeping units,       Air Canada, 51                      Bridge House Gallery (St. 

117                 Airlines, 231                        George Town), 199

resort hotels, 104, 106     Air Tickets Direct, 52–53             Hamilton City Hall & Arts small hotels, 110–111     Air travel, 51–53                       Centre and Bermuda 

Pembroke Parish (City of       Albouy’s Point (City of                  Society of Arts (City of 

Hamilton)                  Hamilton), 194                    Hamilton), 195

guesthouses, 120        American Airlines, 51               The Masterworks Museum housekeeping units,       American Airlines                     of Bermuda Art (Paget 

119–120              Vacations, 73                     Parish), 190–191

resort hotels, 106–107    American Express, 224          A.S. Cooper & Sons (City of small hotels, 111              traveler’s checks, 64             Hamilton), 207, 208, 210

rates and reservation          American Express Travelers      Association of Independent 

policies, 98–99                Cheque Card, 64                 Tour Operators (AITO), 72

resort hotels, 97, 101–109     American Foundation for the    Astwood Cove (Warwick St. George’s Parish, cottage       Blind (AFB), 69                   Parish), 158–159

colonies, 115                American Plan (AP), 98          Astwood Dickinson (City of 

Sandys Parish, cottage         American Revolution, 22          Hamilton), 212

colonies, 112, 115–116      Amphibians, 33–34             Atlantic Vision Care (City of Hamilton), 225

ATMs (automated teller          Belmont Hills Golf & Country    Bermuda Maritime Museum    235

machines), 62, 64               Club (Warwick Parish),          (Sandys Parish), 185, 187

Australia                          170–172                     Bermuda Masterworks Col-

consular assistance, 225       Bermuda IV, M.Y., 165              lection in the Botanical customs regulations,          Bermuda Accommodations,       Gardens, 181

50–51                    118                       Bermuda National Gallery 

legal aid, 228                   Bermuda Aquarium, Museum      (City of Hamilton), 194 passports, 228                  & Zoo (Hamilton Parish),       Bermuda National Trust sustainable travel, 72            185, 197                          Museum (St. George’s 

Axiom, 223                   Bermuda Arts Centre (Sandys     Parish), 198

Parish), 186                   Bermuda Open, 176

 

B           Bermuda Arts Centre at         The Bermuda Optical Com-alladeer tradition, 38–39       Dockyard (Sandys               pany (City of Hamilton), 

Ballet, 222                         Parish), 216                     225, 226 Bank of Bermuda, 224          Bermuda Audubon Society      Bermuda Philharmonic 

Bank of Butterfield, 224           (Hamilton), 175                 Society, 222

Banks, 224                    Bermuda Book Store (City of     Bermuda Physically Handi-

Bars, 219–222                   Hamilton), 208                 capped Association, 69

BBSR (Bermuda Biological       Bermuda Cathedral (Cathe-     Bermuda Plan (BP), 98

Station for Research,             dral of the Most Holy Trin-    Bermuda Railway Trail, 71, 

Inc.), 48                             ity; City of Hamilton), 195        88, 174, 181, 185

Beaches, 157–162, 181         Bermuda Civic Ballet, 222       Bermuda Railway Trail 

Achilles Bay (St. George’s       Bermuda Commercial              Guide, 88

Parish), 161                    Bank, 224                      Bermuda Realty, 98

Astwood Cove (Warwick      Bermuda Craft Market          Bermuda Scuba, 166

Parish), 158–159              (Sandys Parish), 186–187     Bermuda Society of Arts 

best, 3–5                      Bermuda Day, 47                  (BSOA; City of Hamilton), Chaplin Bay (Warwick and     Bermuda Equestrian Federa-      195, 208

Southampton parishes),       tion (Devonshire), 176        Bermuda Sportsfishing (Pem-160                     Bermuda Explorers Program,      broke Parish), 166–167

Church Bay (Southampton      180–181                    Bermuda Taxi Radio Cabs 

Parish), 161                  The Bermuda Festival,             Ltd., 56

Elbow Beach (Paget             45, 223                       The Bermuda Triangle, 26, 46

Parish), 157                  Bermuda Game Fishing              books about, 36

Horseshoe Bay Beach           Tournament, 167             Bermuda Underwater Explo-

(Southampton             Bermuda Golf Association,        ration Institute (BUEI; City Parish), 160                    170, 176                          of Hamilton), 194–195

Jobson’s Cove (Warwick       Bermuda Goodwill Golf         Bermuda Waterski Centre 

Parish), 160                    Tournament, 49                 (Sandys Parish), 169

John Smith’s Bay (Smith’s      Bermuda Handy Reference       Bermúdez, Juan, 24

Parish), 162                    Map, 83                        Biking, 181

St. Catherine’s Beach (St.       Bermuda Heart & Soul, 45           cellphones and, 58

George’s Parish), 161        Bermuda Heritage Day and          EZ Rider Electric Bike-n-

St. George’s Parish,                Month, 47                            Hike Sightseeing Excur-

161–162                Bermuda Historical Society           sions (Somerset), 173

Shelly Bay (Hamilton             Museum (City of Hamilton),        places for, 174

Parish), 161                    194                                 rentals, 59, 173

Somerset Long Bay           Bermuda Hosts, 56             “Birdcage” (City of Hamilton), 

(Sandys Parish), 161         Bermuda Institute of Ocean       194

Stonehole Bay (Warwick         Sciences, 184                 The Birdsey Studio (Paget 

Parish), 160                  Bermuda International            Parish), 190

Tobacco Bay (St. George’s        Airport (BDA), 55–56          Bird-watching, 34

Parish), 161                  Bermuda International Film          Gilbert Nature Reserve, 

Warwick Long Bay (War-        Festival, 45                         184

wick Parish), 159–160       The Bermuda International          Idwal Hughes Nature 

Beachwear and sunglasses,        Race Weekend, 45                 Reserve (Hamilton 

208                      Bermuda Lawn                    Parish), 200

Beating Retreat                   Association, 48                   Spittal Pond Nature 

Ceremony, 46               Bermuda Lectures &                 Reserve (Smith’s 

Tours, 71                           Parish), 175

236 Black Horse Tavern (St.          Burrows, Lightbourn Ltd.        Churches and cathedrals

George’s Parish), 222            (City of Hamilton), 214            Christ Church (Warwick 

Black Travel Online, 70          Business hours, 224                   Parish), 190

Black Watch Well (Pembroke     Bus travel, 59–60                  Old Devonshire Parish 

Parish), 192 Church (Devonshire 

 

Bluck’s (City of Hamilton),                                                Parish), 196 C

210                        able & Wireless Office (City       St. James’ Anglican Church 

Blue Hole Park (Hamilton          of Hamilton), 229                  (Sandys Parish), 186

Parish), 71                     Café Cairo (City of Hamilton),        St. Peter’s Church (St. 

Blue Hole Water Sports            219–220                          George Town), 180, 202

(Hamilton Parish), 168        Calendar of events, 45–49          Unfinished Church (St. 

Blue Water Divers & Waters-     Calypso (City of Hamilton),            George Town), 180, 203

ports Ltd. (Southampton        208                         Cigars, Cuban, 215 Parish), 166                   Canada                        Citizens’ Emergency 

Boating and sailing (yacht-          Consulate General, 225         Center, 227

ing), 168–169                    customs regulations, 50      City Hall Theatre (City of 

Annapolis-Bermuda              health plan, 226               Hamilton), 223

Race, 177                      legal aid, 228                 City of Hamilton (Pembroke 

best outfitters, 9                     passports, 49, 228                Parish) International Race                 sustainable travel, 72              accommodations

Week, 47                  Carbon offsetting, 72                  guesthouses, 120, 121

International Race             Carole Holding Studio (City              housekeeping units, 

Weekend, 45               of Hamilton), 211                     119–120

King Edward VII Gold Cup     Carter House (St. David’s                 resort hotels, 106–107

International Match Rac-      Island Historical Site; St.                small hotels, 111 ing Tournament, 177         George Town), 199               brief description of, 81

Marion-to-Bermuda          Car travel, 57                       nightlife, 218–221

Race, 47                    Casey’s (City of Hamilton),           restaurants, 139–150

Match Racing, 48               220                              shopping, 206, 207–215 Newport-Bermuda           Cathedral of the Most Holy          sights and attractions, 

Race, 177                    Trinity (Bermuda Cathe-            191–196

races, 176–177                 dral; City of Hamilton), 195    Civil War, American, 23–24

The Boatloft (Sandys            Caves, 185, 189, 197–198       Classical music, 222

Parish), 188                   Cécile (City of Hamilton), 210    “Classical Pops” concerts, 222

Boat tours and cruises. See       Celebrity Cruises, 54            Climate, 43–45

also Scuba diving;             Cellphones, 58, 74              Club and music scene, 218–219 Snorkeling                  Centers for Disease Control      Coconut Rock (City of 

island-hopping on              and Prevention, 44, 64          Hamilton), 218

your own, 84              Central Bus Terminal, 59        Colonial era, 21

Boingo, 74                    Chaplin Bay (Warwick and       Commissioner’s House 

The Book Cellar (St. George’s       Southampton parishes),         (Sandys Parish), 187

Parish), 216                     160                           Commissioner’s House at the 

The Bookmart (City of           Chapter Two (movie), 37          Royal Naval Dockyard, 181

Hamilton), 208               Chatham House Bermuda       Connection kit, 75

Books, 35–37                   (City of Hamilton), 215        Consolidators, 52

Bookstores, 208, 216           Cheapflights.com, 52           The Constellation (wreck 

Botanical Gardens (Paget        Children, families with,            dive), 163

Parish), 190                     69–70                        Consulates, 225

BP (Bermuda Plan), 98             accommodations, 114        Continental Airlines, 51

The Bridal Suite, 75                  restaurants, 146              Continental Airlines 

Bridge House Gallery (St.            traveling with minors,           Vacations, 73

George Town), 199                49–50                   Continental Plan (CP), 98

British Airways, 51               China and glassware, 208, 210    C.O.O.P., 56

BSOA (Bermuda Society of       Chip and PIN credit and debit    Cooper’s Frangipani (St. 

Arts; City of Hamilton),           cards, 63                         George’s Parish), 216 195, 208                     Christ Church (Warwick         Cottage colonies, 97, 

Bucket shops, 52                 Parish), 190                    112–117. See also

BUEI (Bermuda Underwater     Church Bay (Southampton        Housekeeping units

Exploration Institute; City        Parish), 161                        Hamilton Parish, 116–117 of Hamilton), 194–195            snorkeling, 162                  Paget Parish, 113

St. George’s Parish, 115        Dining, 124–156. See also        English Sports Shop (City of     237 Sandys Parish, 112,               Restaurant Index                Hamilton), 215

115–116                   best, 1, 15, 124–125          Entertainment and nightlife, 

Cottages (cabanas), 98, 118         by cuisine, 125–127            218–223

Counterculture shopping,           dress code, 138                  club and music scene, 

213                          family-friendly, 146               218–219

CP (Continental Plan), 98            Hamilton Parish, 151–154         Pembroke Parish (City of 

Credit cards, 62, 63                  hotel, 100                           Hamilton), 219–221

Cricket, 176                         at hotels, 142                     performing arts, 222–223

Cup Match Cricket                Paget Parish, 138                 St. George’s Parish, 222

Festival, 47                        Pembroke Parish (City of           Sandys Parish, 221

Cristóbal Colón (wreck dive),           Hamilton), 139–150            Smith’s Parish, 221–222

163–164                     St. George’s Parish,               Southampton Parish, 

The Cruise Company, 55             154–156                      219, 222

Cruises, Inc., 55                       Sandys Parish, 128–132       Entry requirements, 49–50

Cruise ships and lines, 53–54        service charges, 129          Environmental tours, 184

Cruises Only, 55                     Smith’s Parish, 150–151       EP (European Plan), 98

Crystal Caves (Hamilton Par-        Southampton Parish,         Equestrian competitions, 176

ish), 185, 189, 197–198              132–135                  E. R. Aubrey, Jewellers (City 

Cuban cigars, 215                  Warwick Parish, 137–138       of Hamilton), 212

Cup Match and Somers         Disabilities, travelers with,      Etiquette, 225

Days, 47                       68–69                       European Health Insurance 

Cup Match Cricket Festival,      Diving, 163–166                  Card (EHIC), 226

47, 176                          best dive sites, 6–7           European Plan (EP), 98

Currency and currency              books about, 37             Eve Cycle Ltd., 59

exchange, 62, 224                schools and outfitters,        Expedia.com, 52

Customs regulations, 50–51          165–166                 Eyeglass repair, 225

Cuts, 65                             sites, 163–165                EZ Rider Electric Bike-n-Hike 

Cycling, 181                     Docksider (City of Hamilton),      Sightseeing Excursions 

cellphones and, 58             220                             (Somerset), 173 EZ Rider Electric Bike-n-Hike     The Dockyard Cakery/The 

 

Sightseeing Excursions        Dockyard Glassworks (City     F (Somerset), 173               of Hamilton), 211                airmont Southampton, 

places for, 174                 Dolphin Quest Experience,         The, tennis courts, 174–175 rentals, 59, 173                   168                              Fairmont Southampton Golf 

Dress codes, 40                  Club (Southampton Par-

 

D           golf, 169                          ish), 170, 172 avid Winston (City of          Drinking laws, 224–225         Families with children, 69–70

Hamilton), 210               Driving rules, 225                  accommodations, 114

Davison’s of Bermuda (City of    Drug laws, 225                     restaurants, 146

Hamilton), 215               Drugstores, 225                   traveling with minors, 

The Deep (movie), 7, 37, 164                                          49–50

 

Deep-sea fishing, 166–167                                    Famous people, E

Deliverance, replica of (St.           HIC (European Health           Bermuda’s, 24

George Town), 199             Insurance Card), 226          Fashions (clothing), 210–211, 

Delta Airlines, 51                Elbow Beach (Paget Parish),       216, 217

Delta Vacations, 73               157–158                         sportswear, 215

Dentists, 224                   Elbow Beach Hotel (Paget           woolens, 215 Department of Environmen-      Parish), 157–158             Fauna, 33–35

tal Protection, 46                  tennis courts, 174                 books about, 37

Department of Parks, 175          The Verandah and the Reef    Ferries, 60

Department stores, 207–208         Bar at, 218                Ferry Terminal Visitors 

Devonshire Parish              Elderhostel, 70                  Service Bureau (City 

biking, 174                    ElderTreks, 70                     of Hamilton), 230 brief description of, 81–82     Electricity, 225                   Festivals and special events, places where you can be      Embassies and consulates,        45–49

alone, 201                    225                           Films, 37

sights and attractions, 196    Emergencies, 225               Fish Bermuda (Pembroke), 

167

238 Fishing, 166–167                  Home & Garden Tours,           brief description of, 81

Bermuda Game Fishing             45–46                       nightlife, 218–221

Tournament, 167              Palm Grove (Devonshire          restaurants, 139–150

Flanagan’s (City of Hamilton),          Parish), 196                     shopping, 206, 207–215

220                          Somers Garden (St. George       sights and attractions, 

Flatts Village, 82                        Town), 201–202                   191–196

Flights.com, 52                 Gasoline, 226                   Hamilton City Hall & Arts 

Flights International, 52         Gates Fort (St. George’s            Centre (City of Hamilton), 

Flora, 32–33                      Parish), 204                    195

books about, 37              Gays and lesbians, 68           Hamilton Harbour Nights 

Fly-Cheap, 52                  General Post Office (City of        (City of Hamilton), 207

FlyerTalk, 53                       Hamilton), 229                Hamilton Parish

Flying Wheels Travel, 69         Gibbons (City of Hamilton),          accommodations

Food and cuisine, 40–42          207                                 cottage colonies, 

grocers, 212                  Gibbs Hill Lighthouse (South-             116–117 picnic supplies, 135              ampton Parish), 174, 181,              resort hotels, 107–109

Forster Cooper Building           189                              brief description of, 82–83

(Sandys Parish), 188          Gifts, 211                           nightlife, 219

Forts, St. George’s Parish,         Gilbert Nature Reserve, 184         places where you can be 

203–204                  Glassware, 208, 210                alone, 200

Fort St. Catherine (St.             Golf, 169–173                        restaurants, 151–154

George’s Parish), 203              Bermuda Goodwill               sights and attractions, 

Fort Scaur Park (Sandys               Tournament, 49                 197–198

Parish), 135                       best, 7–8                     The Harbourmaster (City of 

The Frog & Onion Pub              dress code, 169                Hamilton), 213

(Sandys Parish), 221              tournaments, 176            Hartford Holidays Travel, 55

Frommers.com, 67                Upstairs Golf & Tennis        Hasty Pudding Theatricals, 

Front Street (City of                     Shop (City of Hamilton),       223

Hamilton), 193                     215                      Health concerns, 64–66

Front Street docks (City of        Gombey dancing, 38–39, 223   Henry VIII (Southampton 

Hamilton), 193               Gosling Brothers, Ltd. (City of      Parish), 219

Fruits and vegetables, 41         Hamilton), 214               Heritage Court (City of 

Government House (Pem-       Hamilton), 220

 

G broke Parish), 192            Hermes (wreck dive), 164

alleries and art museums.    Government Tennis Stadium     Heydon Trust (Sandys 

See also Art galleries,             (W.E.R. Joell Tennis Stadium;      Parish), 196 commercial                  Pembroke Parish), 175        The Hickory Stick, 135

Bermuda Arts Centre          Green travel, 71–73             Hiking

(Sandys Parish), 186         Grocers, 212                         best day hikes, 8–9

Bermuda National Gallery     Grotto Bay Beach Club (Ham-       safety concerns, 65–66

(City of Hamilton), 194        ilton Parish), tennis courts,     Historic forts (St. George), 

The Birdsey Studio (Paget        175                              203–204

Parish), 190                  GSM (Global System for          Historic St. George, 202

Bridge House Gallery (St.         Mobiles), 74                        shopping, 206

George Town), 199         Guesthouses, 97, 120–123.      History of Bermuda, 16–28

Hamilton City Hall & Arts         See also Accommodations;        books about, 37

Centre and Bermuda         Accommodations Index      Hog Bay Park (Sandys Society of Arts (City of        Gumba Trail, 181                   Parish), 71, 187 Hamilton), 195             Guy Fawkes Day, 48            Holidays, 226

The Masterworks Museum  Home & Garden Tours, 45–46

 

of Bermuda Art (Paget  HomeLink International, 71  H

Parish), 190–191               amilton (Pembroke           Honeymooning in 

Gardens                      Parish)                      Bermuda, 76

Bermuda Masterworks Col-       accommodations           Horseback riding, 174

lection in the Botanical               guesthouses, 120, 121    Horse-drawn carriages, Gardens, 181                      housekeeping units,        60–61

Botanical Gardens (Paget                119–120               Horse racing, 176

Parish), 190                           resort hotels, 106–107    Horseshoe Bay Beach (South-

Heydon Trust (Sandys                 small hotels, 111           ampton Parish), 160

Parish), 196

Horseshoe Bay Beach Cafe       Housekeeping units, 97,                                      239 asmine (Southampton 117–120. See also Accom-J (Southampton Parish), 160 Parish), 222 Hospitals, 226 modations; Apartment Jellyfish (Portuguese man-of-HotelChatter.com, 100 rentals; Accommodations war), 35 Hotels, 97–123. See also Index Jessie James Cruises (War-Accommodations Index Paget Parish, 117 wick Parish), 163 best, 1 Pembroke Parish (City of JetBlue Airways, 51 bargains, 14 Hamilton), 119–120 Jewelry, 212 for families with Southampton Parish, 118 Jobson’s Cove (Warwick children, 13–14 Warwick Parish, 117–119 Parish), 160 for honeymooners, House-swapping, 71 John Smith’s Bay (Smith’s 12–13 H. S. & J. E. Crisson Ltd. (City Parish), 162 cottage colonies, 112–117 of Hamilton), 212 snorkeling, 162 family-friendly, 114 Hurricane coverage, 227

guesthouses, 120–123        Hurricane season, 45

 

Hamilton Parish                                               K cottage colonies,                                                ayak.com, 52 Kelly Cruises, 55 resort hotels, 107–109 116–117             IAMAT (International Associ-   Kids, 69–70 ation for Medical Assis-accommodations, 114 landing the best room,          tance to Travelers), 64

 

money-saving tips, 99–100                                       traveling with minors, Idwal Hughes Nature Reserve 49–50 Paget Parish 100–101                                               restaurants, 146 Iana (City of Hamilton), 210

cottage colonies, 113                                       King Edward VII Gold Cup (Hamilton Parish), 200 guesthouses, 120–123                                     International Match Racing Inside Flyer, 53 housekeeping units,                                         Tournament, 177 Insurance, 226–227

117                                             King Edward VII Hospital, 66 InsureMyTrip.com, 227

resort hotels, 104, 106                                         King Edward VII Memorial International Association for small hotels, 110–111                                        Hospital (Paget Parish), Medical Assistance to 

Pembroke Parish (City of                                           224, 226 Travelers (IAMAT), 64

Hamilton) King’s Square (Market Square  International Gay and Les-

guesthouses, 120                                          or King’s Parade; St. bian Travel Association housekeeping units,                                         George Town), 198 (IGLTA), 68 International Race Week, 47

119–120             International Race 

 

small hotels, 111          International Society of            abour Day, 47–48 Language, 227 resort hotels, 106–107      Weekend, 45                  L

rates and reservation             Travel Medicine, 64

policies, 98–99                                                 Leather goods, 213 International Student Iden-

 

St. George’s Parish, cottage                                        L’Herminie (wreck dive), 164 International Student Travel Limestone caves, 189 colonies, 115 resort hotels, 97, 101–109                                        Legal aid, 227–228 tity Card (ISIC), 70 Confederation (ISTC), 70

Sandys Parish, cottage col-                                       Linens, 213 International Youth Travel 

 

small hotels, 97, 109–111                                        Literature, 35 Internet access, 74–75, 227 Logic Internet Cafe (City of Smith’s Parish, cottage onies, 112, 115–116                                          Liquor and liqueurs, 213–214 Card (IYTC), 71 Internet Lane (City of 

colonies, 113–115                                             Hamilton), 227 Hamilton), 227

Southampton Parish                                       Loquat liqueur, 41 InterVac, 71

guesthouses, 121–122                                   Lusso (City of Hamilton), 213 InTouch USA, 74 housekeeping units,       Invitation Tennis Weeks, 48

118                 IPass network, 74              M

resort hotels, 101, 104     Ireland, passports, 228              ail, 228 small hotels, 109–110                                      Mambo (City of Hamilton), Ireland Island (Sandys 

surfing for hotels, 100                                                210 Parish), 186–189, 216 types of, 97–98                                                 Mann Travel & Cruises, 55 The Irish Linen Shop (City of Warwick Parish                                              MAP (Modified American Hamilton), 213

guesthouses, 122                                          Plan), 98, 142 The Island Shop (City of housekeeping units,                                       Marie Celeste (wreck dive), Hamilton), 211

117, 118–119                                           164 Itineraries, suggested, 85–96

HotelShark.com, 100                                        Marine Science Day, 48 IYTC (International Youth 

Hot lines, 226                                                    Marion-to-Bermuda Race, 47 Travel Card), 71

240 The Marketplace (City of            Bermuda Historical Society       cean Discovery Centre Hamilton), 212 O Museum (City of Hamil-(City of Hamilton), 163 Market Square (King’s ton), 194 Ocean View Golf Course Square; St. George Town), Bermuda Maritime (Devonshire Parish), 172 198 Museum (Sandys Parish), Off season, 43–44 Marks & Spencer (City of 185, 187 Old Devonshire Parish Hamilton), 208 Bermuda National Trust Church (Devonshire Marriages, 75–76 Museum (St. George’s Parish), 196 MasterCard traveler’s Parish), 198 Old Rectory (St. George checks, 64 St. George’s Historical Soci-Town), 180, 199 The Masterworks Museum ety Museum (St. George Old State House (St. George of Bermuda Art (Paget Town), 202 Town), 180, 199 Parish), 190–191 Tucker House Museum (St. Oleander Cycles Ltd., 58–59 Match Racing, 48 George Town), 29, 203 Olivia Cruises & Resorts, 68 MEDEX Assistance, 226 Verdmont Historic House “Onions,” 19 Medical insurance, 226 Museum (Smith’s Parish), The Opening of Medical requirements for 181 Parliament, 48 entry, 51 Music, 38–39 Opodo, 52 MedjetAssist, 66 classical, 222 Opus (City of Hamilton), Meyer Franklin Travel, 224 Musical theater, 223 218–219 Miles Market (City of Orbitz.com, 52 Hamilton), 212 Otto Wurz Co. (City of Minivans, from the N ational Dance Theater of Hamilton), 214 airport, 56 Bermuda, 222 Outdoor activities. See also Minors, traveling with, 49–50 National Equestrian Centre Watersports Modified American Plan (Devonshire Parish), 176 best, 6 (MAP), 98, 142 National Passport Informa-biking, 181 Money and costs, 61–64 tion Center, 50 cellphones and, 58 Money-saving tips Nature reserves EZ Rider Electric accommodations, 99–100 Gilbert Nature Reserve, 184 Bike-n-Hike Sight-airfares, 52 Paget Marsh (Paget Parish), seeing Excursions cruise lines, 55 191 (Somerset), 173 Moore, Governor Richard, 24 Spittal Pond Nature places for, 174 MossRehab, 69 Reserve (Smith’s rentals, 59, 173 Motorbike and moped Parish), 71 golf, 169–173 rentals, 57 Newport-Bermuda Race, 177 Bermuda Goodwill Museums Newspapers and magazines, Tournament, 49 art 228 best, 7–8 Bermuda Arts Centre New Zealand dress code, 169 (Sandys Parish), 186 customs regulations, 51 tournaments, 176 Bermuda National Gal-passports, 228–229 Upstairs Golf & Tennis lery (City of Hamil-Nightlife, 218–223 Shop (City of ton), 194 club and music scene, Hamilton), 215 The Birdsey Studio 218–219 horseback riding, 174 (Paget Parish), 190 Pembroke Parish (City of tennis, 174–175 Bridge House Gallery Hamilton), 219–221

 

(St. George Town),           performing arts, 222–223     P

Hamilton City Hall &                                             ackage tours, 73 Sandys Parish, 221 Paget Marsh (Paget 199                     St. George’s Parish, 222

muda Society of Arts                                       Parish), 191 Arts Centre and Ber-        Smith’s Parish, 221–222 (City of Hamilton),                                           Paget Parish Southampton Parish, 195                                                accommodations 219, 222

The Masterworks  cottage colonies, 113  North Carolina  (wreck dive),  guesthouses, 120–123  Nonsuch Island Field Trip, 71

Art (Paget Parish),                                                      housekeeping North Rock Brewing Com-units, 117 Museum of Bermuda     164

Bermuda Aquarium,  resort hotels, 104, 106  221–222  small hotels, 110–111  190–191              pany (Smith’s Parish), 

Museum & Zoo (Hamil-     Norwegian Cruise Line, 54 ton Parish), 185                                                      beach, 157–158 Now, Voyager, 68

brief description of, 80             telephones, 74                     Paget Parish                  241 nightlife, 218                       traveling to Bermuda,                  cottage colonies, 113 restaurants, 138                     51–57                              guesthouses, 120–123 sights and attractions,              weddings and honey-                 housekeeping units, 

190–191                     moons, 75–76                    117

Palm Grove (Devonshire            when to go, 43–45                  resort hotels, 104, 106

Parish), 196                   Police, 229                              small hotels, 110–111

Parasailing, 167                 Pompano Beach Club Waters-       Pembroke Parish (City of Parishes of Bermuda, 77–85      ports Centre (Southampton         Hamilton)

Parks. See also Gardens           Parish), 168                          guesthouses, 120

Admiralty House Park         Popular culture, Bermuda in,            housekeeping units, 

(Pembroke Parish), 192        35–39                                  119–120

Hog Bay Park (Sandys         Port Royal Golf Course                  resort hotels, 106–107

Parish), 187                    (Southampton Parish),                 small hotels, 111

Passports, 49, 228–229           172–173                        rates and reservation 

Pembroke Parish (City of         Portuguese man-of-war              policies, 98–99

Hamilton)                    (jellyfish), 35                     resort hotels, 97, 101–109

accommodations           Post offices, 229                   St. George’s Parish, cottage 

guesthouses, 120, 121    Prescription medications, 66          colonies, 115 housekeeping units,       Priceline.com, 52                    Sandys Parish, cottage col-

119–120             Princess Cruises, 54                  onies, 112, 115–116

resort hotels, 106–107    P-Tech (City of Hamilton),            small hotels, 97, 109–111 small hotels, 111            214                                Smith’s Parish, cottage 

brief description of, 81         Pub lunch, 41–42                      colonies, 113–115 nightlife, 218–221                                                    Southampton Parish

 

restaurants, 139–150                                                  guesthouses, 121–122 Q

shopping, 206, 207–215          ueen’s Birthday, 47                  housekeeping units, sights and attractions,         Queen’s Exhibition Hall                     118

191–196                  (Sandys Parish), 188                 resort hotels, 101, 104

People’s Pharmacy (City of                                               small hotels, 109–110

 

Hamilton), 225                                                 surfing for hotels, 100 R

Peppercorn Ceremony (St.         ainey, Joseph Hayne, 24         types of, 97–98

George Town), 46, 200–201   Rainfall, average daytime, 45       Warwick Parish

Performing arts, 222–223       Recordings, 39                        guesthouses, 122

Perot Post Office (City of         The Reef Bar (Paget Parish),              housekeeping units, 

Hamilton), 195, 215            218                                   117, 118–119

Pets, traveling with, 229         Reef fishing, 167                Responsible Travel, 72

Petticoat Lane (St. George       Registry General, 75            Restaurants, 124–156. See 

Town), 198                  Religious tolerance, 20           also Restaurant Index

Phoenix Drugstore (City of       Remembrance Day, 48             best, 1, 15, 124–125

Hamilton), 225               Reptiles, 34                        by cuisine, 125–127

Photographic equipment       Resorts and hotels, 97–123.         dress code, 138

(City of Hamilton), 214          See also Accommodations         family-friendly, 146

The Pickled Onion (City of         Index                             Hamilton Parish, 151–154

Hamilton), 220–221              best, 1                         hotel, 100

Picnic supplies, 135                     bargains, 14                  at hotels, 142

Planning your trip, 43–76               for families with               Paget Parish, 138
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A stroll through the City of Hamilton aff ords views of Bermuda’s 
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colorful architecture. See chapter 8.
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Detailed maps throughout 

 

•

 

Exact prices, directions, opening hours,

and other practical information

 

•

 

Candid reviews of hotels and restaurants,

plus sights, shopping, and nightlife

 

•

 

Itineraries, walking tours, and trip-planning ideas 

 

•

 

 Insider tips from local expert authors

 

Find travel news & deals, expert advice, $17.99 USA/$21.99 CAN/£11.99 UK

and connect with fellow travelers at
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