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Welcome to the Pacific Northwest


Lush forests, a pristine coastline, outrageously good food, crisp microbrews, and music and art galore – Pacific Northwesterners have it good and they don’t mind sharing.




Outdoor Adventures

You can’t escape nature here. Even the big cities are punctuated by looming, snowy peaks: Seattle’s iconic Mt Rainier, Portland’s ever-in-view Mt Hood and Vancouver, BC’s long line of North Shore Mountains. And that’s before you get to the raging rivers, rolling deserts, dense old-growth forests and glorious public beaches that are never far from any urban landscape.

The region offers endless outdoor opportunities: camping, hiking, cycling, skiing and mountaineering. And all that rain translates into a perfect storm of water sports; raft white water, kayak lake and sea, and kiteboard through ripping winds.




Foodie & Locavore Heaven

Seattle, Portland and Vancouver are all rich in exceptional restaurants from budget to fine dining, and have a wide range of ethnic food options. Seattle boasts a long-established history of Northwest cuisine, while Portland’s affordability and creativity have made it a magnet for hot chefs.

There’s an abundance of locally produced food, from berries, hazelnuts and wild mushrooms to seafood, cheese and grass-fed beef. Locavores abound, getting their fix in the many specialty groceries, farmers markets and community gardens.




Beer, Wine & Coffee

In these parts, beverages are big. The nation’s gourmet-coffee scene may have started in Seattle, but dozens of artisan micro roasters across the Northwest now produce some of the best espresso in the world. In some coffee shops, pouring a latte is practically an art form.

Microbrewing also became famous here, within a stone’s throw of the nation’s highest concentration of hop farms. Today, craft brewers pump out fragrant India Pale Ales (IPAs) and more; while grapevines cover many hills and produce a harvest of intriguing reds and whites.




Art & Culture

There’s no shortage of urban entertainment and culture, with a scene encompassing indie garage bands, world-class symphonies, jazz bars and an abundance of public art. Offbeat film houses and art galleries are tucked into even the smallest towns.

Seattle, Portland and Vancouver all support symphonies, operas, dance troupes and theater companies. Galleries display pieces by Native American artists, ceramicists and painters, as well as glassmakers inspired by Tacoma’s Dale Chihuly. You’ll always have more than enough to appreciate in this highly creative part of the world.
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Why I Love the Pacific Northwest

By Becky Ohlsen, Writer

For a bookish girl who also enjoys a good craft brew in a dimly lit bar, the Paciﬁc Northwest is just about perfect: for much of the year, the weather conspires to make you want to curl up around a pint of stout and catch up on your reading. (People read a lot here, and they like talking about what they’re reading.) When you add in the unbelievable variety of outdoor fun – hiking trails through mossy forests, rugged beaches, pointy mountains, all those rivers – this part of the world is hard to beat.

For more, see Our Writers









The Pacific Northwest’s Top 25


Portland

It’s easy to brag about PDX, but no one will hassle you for it – after all, everyone loves this city. It’s as friendly as a big town and home to a mix of students, artists, cyclists, hipsters, young families, old hippies, ecofreaks and everything in between. There’s great food, awesome music and plenty of culture, plus it’s as sustainable as you can get. Come and visit, but be careful: like everyone else, you might just want to pack up and move here.
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Top Experiences
Mt Rainier National Park

When the skies are clear, Mt Rainier looms high over Seattle, creating a dramatic backdrop to the emerald city. Still a live volcano, the 14,411ft peak is the shining centerpiece of this national park, which offers a rare inland temperate rainforest, hikes through alpine wildflower meadows and the famous 93-mile Wonderland Trail. There are short to long trails for every level. If you’re fit and adventurous enough, attempt to climb the peak itself; just be ready to traverse some of the largest glaciers outside Alaska.
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Top Experiences
Vancouver, BC

As big cities go, it’s hard to get more sophisticated, international or beautiful than Vancouver, British Columbia. This metropolis has it all: awesome food, trendy shopping, cool neighborhoods and exciting nightlife. There’s so much to do, from visiting museums and art galleries to cycling and kayaking, it’ll make your head spin. And it’s all framed by glorious mountains, forests and waterways, so there’s always beauty in the background. Just wandering around is fun in itself, with views and friendly people all around.
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Top Experiences
Columbia River Gorge

Carved out by the mighty Columbia as the Cascades uplifted, the Columbia River Gorge is a geologic marvel. With Washington state on its north side and Oregon to its south, the state-dividing gorge offers countless waterfalls and spectacular hikes, as well as agricultural bounties of apples, pears and cherries. And if you’re into windsurfing or kiteboarding, then head straight to the sporty town of Hood River, ground zero for these extreme sports. Whether you’re a hiker, fruit-lover or adrenaline junkie, the gorge delivers.
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Top Experiences
Live Music

Pacific Northwesterners love their live music. This was, after all, the birthplace of grunge, and indie bands are a dime a dozen. Genres such as bluegrass and old-time music thrive in Portland, while Seattle has a happening rock and jazz scene, and in Vancouver, anything goes. You can experience live music everywhere, including intimate clubs, pubs, coffeehouses and restaurants. And outdoor concerts abound: don’t miss Seattle’s Bumbershoot, Portland’s Waterfront Blues Festival and Vancouver’s Folk Music Festival.

[image: GettyImages-1026085788-jpg]
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Top Experiences
Orcas

Spotting a pod of majestic killer whales, also known as orcas, can make your day! And there’s hardly a better place to do it than around Washington’s Puget Sound. Take a boat tour from Friday Harbor, on San Juan Island, where resident pods (totaling about 90 whales) frolic and hunt for salmon. Here, sightings are nearly guaranteed in summer. Landlubbers can plant themselves at Lime Kiln Point State Park and get lucky from the shoreline. On Vancouver Island, Telegraph Cove is another exceptional jumping-off point from which to spot these great beasts.
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Top Experiences
Microbreweries

Love beer? Welcome to paradise. The Pacific Northwest has some of the best microbrews in the world, and plenty of them. In fact, Portland is nicknamed ‘Beervana’ and you can hardly cycle three blocks without pedaling past a bar serving the stuff. Bend in Central Oregon has more microbreweries per capita than anywhere else in the US; Seattle and Vancouver are no slouches either, with a nearly overwhelming number of great choices. So raise a pint and toast to buying local – and feel good in more ways than one.
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Top Experiences
Space Needle

Many visitors can’t leave Seattle without heading to the top of the needle, the city’s most distinctive symbol and landmark. Why? From more than 500ft up you’ll get views of everything, from downtown to Puget Sound to the Cascades and Mt Rainier. And now through a rotating glass floor! You can even break the bank at the rotating restaurant up top, but don’t fool yourself – the best thing here is that ‘I’m at the top of the world’ feeling you get as the city slowly spins around you.
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Top Experiences
Native American Culture

Evidence of once-thriving Native American groups can be seen throughout the Pacific Northwest, but some of the best-known sites are Seattle’s Pioneer Square and Vancouver’s Stanley Park (including the iconic totem poles; pictured). For exceptional exhibits, check out Vancouver’s UBC Museum of Anthropology; Seattle’s Burke Museum; Spokane’s Northwest Museum of Arts & Culture; Eugene’s University of Oregon Museum of Natural & Cultural History; and the Warm Springs Museum in Central Oregon.
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Top Experiences
Crater Lake National Park

Beautiful doesn’t begin to describe Oregon’s Crater Lake. It’s serene, sublime, transcendent – in other words, it might just blow your mind. A 6-mile-wide caldera created when Mt Mazama erupted nearly 8000 years ago, this amazingly blue lake is filled with some of the purest water you can imagine. It’s also America’s deepest lake at nearly 2000ft, and so clear you can easily peer 100ft down. Camp, ski or hike in the surrounding old-growth forests while enjoying unforgettable, jaw-dropping views.
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Top Experiences
Portland Food Carts

Eat at a Portland food cart! They’re good, cheap and locally owned, and the choices are endless. And they’re international: Indian, Japanese, Peruvian, Thai, Cuban, Czech, Hawaiian…there are even Paleo-diet and gluten-free carts. Don’t think you’ll be getting run-of-the-mill grub – expect creations such as duck-confit sandwiches, chicken-coconut curry, vegan barbecue, kimchi quesadillas and fried risotto balls. Intrigued? Keep an eye out for these mobile trailers, and stop by for a quick, delicious bite.
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Top Experiences
Mt St Helens

Although it’s been more than 35 years since its 1980 eruption, Washington’s Mt St Helens (elevation 8366ft) still occasionally billows out plumes of smoke. But this recent activity is nothing like the catastrophic event that killed 57 people, flattened 230 sq miles of forest and blew nearly 1300ft off its top. Today, you can hike to the edge and peer down into the mile-wide caldera, but if you’re against strenuous exercise (it’s not easy) then drop by one of the visitor centers for some history, and a faraway look at this amazing volcano.
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Top Experiences
Oregon Shakespeare Festival

The Shakespearean plays at Ashland’s famous festival run for nine months from February to October, but this doesn’t mean you shouldn’t hurry to snag a ticket – performances sell out weeks in advance. There are three venues, but try for a play at the outdoor Elizabethan theater stage, which has to be the most dramatic setting in town; it’s a replica of London’s 17th-century Fortune Theatre. You might just feel as if the Bard himself is nearby, overseeing the actors performing his masterpieces.

[image: AECB0J-jpg]

JOHN ELK III/ALAMY STOCK PHOTO ©





Top Experiences
Coffee

You’re unlikely to find better coffee anywhere in the world than in the Pacific Northwest. A huge number of coffee shops brew up rich espressos, creamy lattes, frothy cappuccinos and chocolaty mochas. But it’s the specialty roasters you shouldn’t miss – be sure to try Stumptown and Coava in Portland. And do hang out in some coffee shops; it’s the perfect Pacific Northwesterly thing to do, whether you’re sitting at a sunny sidewalk table or keeping warm inside when the rain pours down.
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Top Experiences
San Juan Islands

For something completely different, hop on a ferry to the San Juan Islands…and go back in time. Out of the more than 450 ‘islands’ (most are only rocky promontories), only about 60 are inhabited, and just four are regularly served by ferries. Nature is the main influence in this archipelago and each island has its own personality, both geographic and cultural. What can you do here? Start with cycling, kayaking and spotting orcas – then just sit back and relax.

[image: GettyImages-490396836-jpg]
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Top Experiences
Pike Place Market

It’s Seattle’s biggest tourist attraction, and with good reason. Stuffed full of fun, funky shops, this old market has been selling a wide variety of wares – from produce to crafts to antiques and more – for well over 100 years. Time your visit early on weekdays to mix with locals and avoid the tourist crowds (you’ve been warned!). Once you’ve gotten your fill of flying fish, go explore the mazes below – there are plenty of surprises waiting to be discovered.
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Top Experiences
Oregon Coast

Cruising along Oregon’s stunning coast is an unforgettable experience any time of year. Lofty headlands reach out to the ocean, offering spectacular views, while steep mountains of rock jut offshore like giant sentinels. There are massive white beaches to walk on (many with stretches sans humans), dunes to explore and charming small towns to check out. And if you like camping, tide-pooling or whale-watching, you’ll be in heaven. Just remember to bring your camera…and a sense of adventure: the weather can get pretty dramatic out here in winter.
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Top Experiences
Olympic National Park & Hoh Rain Forest

One of Washington state’s premier tourist attractions, Olympic National Park takes up a huge chunk of the Olympic Peninsula and boasts its own mini rainforest. Hike through old-growth forests draped with moss, waltz through meadows filled with wildflowers, swim in pure mountain lakes or try to summit Mt Olympus. You can even go trout fishing, beachcombing, hot-springs soaking and cross-country skiing, all within the park’s official boundaries.

[image: shutterstock_319485329-jpg]
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Top Experiences
John Day Fossil Beds

It’s hard to believe that hillsides can be so colorful, until you visit this amazing site. Kaleidoscopic layers of red, orange, beige and brown mineral deposits decorate the landscape, and the hues can change dramatically with the light. There are fossils, too – the bones of small horses, rhinos, primates and sabertooth-like cats have been uncovered. It’s like an eerie moon surface, created by volcanic eruptions and erosion over millions of years, and named after a man famous for getting robbed and stripped naked by Native Americans.
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Top Experiences
Mt Hood

Oregon’s highest peak, Mt Hood (elevation 11,240ft) is a recreational wonderland. In winter there’s skiing at four resorts (including one with the longest year-round season in North America), while in summer glorious hiking trails and campgrounds abound. Alternatively, test your climbing mettle and head to the top – Mt Hood is the second-most-climbed peak over 10,000ft in the world. Whatever you do, stop in for a drink or meal at Timberline Lodge (pictured), its facade was the star of the movie The Shining.
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Top Experiences
Vancouver Island

The largest populated landmass off North America’s west coast, Vancouver Island is ready-made for nature-lovers. Its diverse ecosystems include mountains, rivers, lakes, rainforests, marshes and beaches – a paradise for the island’s many wildlife species, both on land and in water. Fish for salmon, go bird- or whale-watching or just explore the many nature reserves and parks. And when you get tired of all that green, stop off in lovely Victoria (pictured), where the historic architecture might just make you believe you’re in Europe.
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Top Experiences
Hot Springs

With its volcanic geography, you’d think the Pacific Northwest would have some good hot springs – and you’d be right. There are springs in BC, and Washington has its popular Sol Duc resort, with decent services and family-friendly pools. Oregon, however, has many more popular hot springs. Try Bagby or Umpqua for rustic soaks, and Breitenbush, Belknap or Crystal Crane for more services without being too fancy. Many of the more woodsy choices are clothing-optional and some may require a beautiful hike to get there.
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Hot springs in British Columbia | CHASE CLAUSEN/SHUTTERSTOCK ©





Top Experiences
Whistler

Love to ski? Then you’ll adore Whistler, a top-notch resort revered by celebrities and the jet set. This Canadian hot spot hosted a good chunk of the 2010 Winter Olympics, including the heart-stopping alpine skiing events. Boasting 200 runs, it’s one of North America’s largest ski areas (the slopes are open from November to June). But the mountains here aren’t just for snow sports. In summer you can hike, mountain bike, raft and rock climb among some of the most spectacular scenery in Canada.

[image: GettyRF_519036886-jpg]

STOCKSTUDIOX/GETTY IMAGES ©





Top Experiences
Oregon Wine Country

Pinot Noir was Oregon’s specialty grape long before the film Sideways pushed it into the limelight. Cruise the roads around the towns of Newberg, Dundee and McMinnville, at the heart of Oregon’s wine country, and sample Chardonnay, Riesling and Pinot Gris, along with the star grape. If you’d like to stay longer than a day, there are plenty of B&Bs, along with some gourmet restaurants – all of which offer even more opportunities to sample the Dionysian nectar.
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Top Experiences
Washington Wine Countries

Washington is the second-largest wine-producing US state. Although its vines are relatively young, the terroir (environmental qualities) of Walla Walla – the most famous grape-growing region here – is excellent, with rich layers of sediment from the long-ago Missoula floods. It’s Washington’s equivalent of California’s Napa Valley, with a historic downtown and upscale tourist services. For a less primped-up wine destination, head out to Yakima or Spokane, making sure to try the signature Cabernet Sauvignon, Syrah and Merlot reds.
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Need to Know

For more information, see Survival Guide



Currency

US dollars ($)

Canadian dollars ($)




Language

English




Visas

Requirements vary widely for entry to the US and Canada. Check www.travel.state.gov (USA) and www.cic.gc.ca/english/visit/visas.asp (Canada).




Money

ATMs are widely available. Credit cards are accepted at most hotels, restaurants and shops.




Cell Phones

The US and Canada use GSM-850 and GSM-1900 bands. SIM cards are relatively easy to obtain in both countries.




Time

Pacific Standard Time (GMT/UTC minus eight hours; minus seven during daylight saving).

Malheur County, Oregon, lies in the Mountain Standard Time zone (GMT/UTC minus seven hours).





When to Go

[image: 03-climate-pnw8.jpg]


High Season (Jun–Sep)

AMostly sunny and warm days throughout the region.

AMore crowds and higher prices for accommodations and sights.

AFor ski resorts, the busiest times are December to March.




Shoulder (Apr, May & Oct)

ACrowds and prices drop off.

ATemperatures generally remain mild but rain is possible.

AServices are more limited, but there’s less competition for them.




Low Season (Nov–Mar)

AColder days, less sunlight, more rain and possible snow.

ASome services may close along the coast, and high passes can be blocked by snow.

AIndoor activities such as theater and music are at their best.






Useful Websites

Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/usa) Destination information, hotel bookings, traveler forum and more.

Visit Seattle (www.visitseattle.org) The city’s official website.

Washington State Tourism (www.experiencewa.com) Washington State Tourism’s official website.

Travel Portland (www.travelportland.com) Portland visitor info.

Travel Oregon (www.traveloregon.com) Travel-planning site.

Tourism British Columbia (www.hellobc.com) Official tourism website of BC.




Important Numbers

The following numbers apply to both the USA and Canada.



	Country Code	[image: icon-phonegif]%1

	International Access Code	[image: icon-phonegif]%011

	Ambulance, Fire & Police	[image: icon-phonegif]%911

	Local Directory Assistance	[image: icon-phonegif]%411







Exchange Rates



	Australia	A$1	68¢

	Canada	$1	75¢

	Europe	€1	$1.10

	Japan	¥100	92¢

	New Zealand	NZ$1	63¢

	UK	UK£1	$1.24




For current exchange rates see www.xe.com.




Your Daily Budget


Budget: Less than $100

AInexpensive motel room/dorm bed: $85/30

AFood cart meal: $5–10

ALocal bus ticket: $2




Midrange: $100–200

AGood hotel room: $125

AMeal in a good restaurant: $20–35

AMuseum entry: $8




Top end: More than $200

AUpscale hotel room: from $200

AFine-dining meal: $35–75

ATheater ticket: $25–150






Opening Hours

Opening hours can vary throughout the year, usually with longer opening hours in summer, and fewer in winter.

Businesses 9am to 5pm

Post offices and banks 8am or 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday, some 8am or 9am to 2pm Saturday

Restaurants 7am to 11:30am breakfast, 11:30am to 2:30pm lunch, 5pm to 9pm dinner

Shops 9am or 10am to 5pm or 6pm (malls 9pm) Monday to Saturday, noon to 5pm Sunday

Supermarkets 8am to 10pm, open 24 hours in large cities




Arriving in the Pacific Northwest

Seattle-Tacoma International Airport Central Link light-rail connects to downtown Seattle in 30 minutes for $2.25; there are frequent shuttle services from $18 one way; taxis take 25 minutes to run to downtown, fare is $45.

Portland International Airport Max Light Rail connects to downtown Portland in 40 minutes for $2.50; there are frequent shuttle services from $14 one way; taxis take 20 minutes to run to downtown, fare is $40.

Vancouver International Airport SkyTrain connects to downtown Vancouver in 25 minutes for $2.50 to $5; taxis take 30 minutes to run to downtown, fare is $35.




Getting Around

Car The USA and Canada are very car-oriented societies. Getting around this region is much, much easier with a private vehicle. Rentals are inexpensive and plentiful; in larger cities, car-share programs are available.

Bus Cheaper, faster and more frequent than trains; tons of destinations served.

Train Great views and comfortable, but infrequent, limited routes and costly.

Boat Fun and reasonably priced way to get to and around islands in Washington and BC.

Bicycle Seattle, Portland and Vancouver, BC, are all very bike-friendly and have bike-share programs.




For much more, see Getting Around









What’s New


The Pacific Northwest is famously progressive and innovative, even as it makes a point of celebrating traditional cultures, natural resources and old ways of doing things. The region’s cuisine, including food carts, doughnuts, craft beer and delectable wines, has become famous, while its politics remain liberal – at least in urban areas. And although the economy has seen its ups and downs over the last few decades, new pioneers arrive every day.




Best in Travel

Seattle was awarded eighth place in Lonely Planet’s list of top 10 cities in 2019. Smart, progressive and loaded with creative energy, it’s rarely out of the global spotlight. In a city that has a habit of turning homegrown ideas into international brands, Amazon is the current headline-grabber. The world’s largest online retailer has radically transformed a vast tract of the Denny Triangle neighborhood, creating a dense business district of sleek office towers anchored by a trio of innovative glass ‘spheres’ where workers share office space with 40,000 plants.

Nearby, the emblematic Space Needle has received its biggest refurb in over 50 years while, down on the waterfront, a multibillion-dollar tunnel has replaced an ugly concrete expressway.




The Loupe at the Space Needle

Part of the iconic tower’s ‘space lift,’ you can now look straight down 500ft from a revolving glass floor, for a vertiginous bird’s eye view of Seattle. A future restaurant and lounge are also planned on this revolving floor.




Surfing Bend

No ocean? That’s no problem. Adding to Bend, Oregon’s myriad outdoor adventures, you can now surf or bodyboard one of a handful of river waves that, thanks to some physics and human intervention, break year-round. Rent a board or watch from the shore at Bend Whitewater Park.


LOCAL KNOWLEDGE

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST

Celeste Brash, Lonely Planet writer

The Pacific Northwest is growing, fast. Seattle experienced the second-largest growth of any US city in 2018, with Tacoma coming in not far behind at number 10 and once-sleepy Portland in at 17; Vancouver was in the top 15 for growth in Canada. As more people move in, the demand for housing has become intense; developers have answered by building a mind-boggling number of apartment buildings that are transforming neighborhoods. At the same time, homelessness is a growing concern in the region’s major urban areas.

There’s another dark cloud on the horizon, in the form of an enormous earthquake and tsunami expected to hit Cascadia fault at some time (predicted to be the largest natural disaster ever to occur in the USA), but for now the region is flourishing, with the high-tech, agricultural and tourism industries growing apace with the population.






Hipster Outdoorsy Motels

Loge has remodeled motels in Bend, Oregon, and Leavenworth and Westport, Washington, as bases for outdoor adventures. Meanwhile the Society Hotel in Bingen near Hood River is more grandiose but a similar idea, with soaking pools, a spa, huge communal areas and more.




Distillery Mania

Beer: check. Wine: check. What’s next for the PNW? Distilleries are popping up everywhere, making delicious craft vodkas, whiskeys, rums and more. Our favorite is the Cannon Beach Distillery on the Oregon coast.




Oregon’s Diverse Winemakers

Pioneering the representation of people of color, women and the LGBTQ community, a cohort of winemakers are changing the face of Oregon’s wine country. Check out Abbey Creek Vineyards, Remy Wines and White Rose Estate.




Cloudraker Skybridge

Get weak in the knees on this 427ft-long suspension bridge with a see-though base at the top of Whistler Peak.




Gondola at Blackcomb

Go from the base to the top of Blackcomb Mountain at Whistler, BC, in one fell swoop on this gondola. It is open year-round.




Arbutus Greenway

Bike or walk this delightful, 5-mile linear park in Vancouver, BC, that’s flanked by trees, wildflowers and birdlife.




LISTEN, WATCH & FOLLOW

For inspiration and up-to-date news, visit https://www.lonelyplanet.com/the-pacific-northwest#articles.

OPB (Oregon Public Broadcasting) Podcasts www.opb.org/listen/

Chowhound: Pacific Northwest www.chowhound.com/tag/pacific-northwest

KEXP FM kexp.org

Pacific NW Magazine www.seattletimes.com/pacific-nw-magazine

Instagram @pnwonderland



FAST FACTS

Food trend Food carts of all kinds

Minimum wage Washington $12, Oregon $11.25, British Columbia $14.60 (Canadian dollars)

Language English

Pop 16.1 million
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Accommodations


Find more accommodations reviews throughout the On the Road chapters




Accommodations Types

B&Bs Small, often family-run places ranging from frilly to posh, where breakfast is included.

Camping Established camping areas are plentiful; or head to designated sites in the woods.

Hostels Dorm rooms and/or private rooms for those traveling on a budget; often include kitchen facilities.

Hotels Rooms and/or suites with an array of services that may include an on-site restaurant and pool.

Lodges These places range from magnificent old log structures like Timberline Lodge on Mt Hood to unspectacular lakeside accommodations.

Motels Cheaper, simple hotels geared to those just passing through.

Rental Accommodations Most of these well-maintained, furnished homes have at least three bedrooms; usually bookable online.

Resorts Diverse rental options include condominiums, apartments, lodge rooms, cottages and houses. More upscale versions boast amenities such as golf courses, tennis courts, swimming pools and guided outdoor activities.


PRICE RANGES

The following price ranges refer to a double room at high-season rates, excluding local taxes.

$ less than $100

$$ $100–200

$$$ more than $200






Best Places to Stay


Best on a Budget

If you shop carefully and book early, you can find some great accommodations to suit a smaller budget. Prices in general vary widely depending on the season, festivals and holidays, whether it’s a weekend and sometimes even vacancy rates. Prices are generally highest in summer (or in winter at ski-resort towns), and some places have two- or three-night minimum stays. Always ask about discounts, packages and promotional rates, especially in low seasons. Some places give better online rates.

AMoore Hotel, Seattle

AHawthorne Portland Hostel, Portland

AUp the Creek Backpackers B&B, Roberts Creek, BC

AOcean Island Inn, Victoria, BC




Best for Families

Most hotels accept children; a few offer babysitting services. Motels are even more family friendly, sometimes boasting a pool, a playground and/or kitchenettes. Larger campgrounds often cater to families; yurts in state parks are a great way for families to camp in some luxury.

Places that aren’t as good for kids are youth hostels and B&Bs, which often don’t take children under a certain age. Consider asking some questions when booking. Do kids stay for free? Are cribs or roll-away beds available? Is the pool indoor or outdoor? Is there a park or playground nearby?

AKennedy School, Portland

AOut ’n’ About Treesort, Oregon Caves

AStehekin Valley Ranch, Stehekin

AOcean Village Beach Resort, Tofino, BC

[image: BFXBFP-jpg]

Ocean Village Beach Resort, Tofino, British Columbia | DON JOHNSTON_WC/ALAMY STOCK PHOTO ©




Best Luxury Stays

You’re on holiday – why not treat yourself? The major urban centers of the Pacific Northwest are home to some spectacularly decadent lodgings, and the same goes for some of the higher-end outdoor-activity resort destinations.

AEdgewater, Seattle

AHoxton, Portland

AWoodlark, Portland

ANita Lake Lodge, Whistler

AHistoric Davenport Hotel, Spokane




Best Water Views

Few things are better than falling asleep to the sound of crashing waves, or catching the last of the sunset over the ocean. These places give you some of the best opportunities for ocean views in the region.

ASylvia Hotel, Vancouver, BC

AEdgewater, Seattle

ABonniebrook Lodge, Gibsons, BC

ACape Lookout State Park Campground, Oregon Coast






Booking

Travelers in the Pacific Northwest have a wide range of options for overnight stays, from primitive camping to five-star hotels. In cities, hostels and budget motels offer cheap sleeps; further afield, there’s excellent camping in state parks. Those looking for more amenities will find comfy B&Bs everywhere, as well as hotels of all kinds and even remote lodges, which can mean anything from rustic cabins to all-inclusive resorts.

Lonely Planet (lonelyplanet.com/hotels) Find independent reviews, as well as recommendations on the best places to stay – and then book them online.

Oregon Bed & Breakfast Guild (www.obbg.org) Listings from around the state with details on availability and a booking engine.

Washington INNSiders (www.wainnsiders.com) Washington’s B&B offerings including availability and bookings.

B&B Canada (www.bbcanada.com/british_columbia) Listings and reviews of bookable B&Bs across British Columbia.









If You Like…


Hiking

In the Pacific Northwest, it’s hard to throw a rock without hitting a hiking trail. Stomp around the volcanic cones, including Mt Rainier, Mt St Helens and Mt Hood; explore the far reaches of the Wallowas, the Columbia River Gorge or Olympic National Park; and go crazy figuring out which of BC’s trails are the most gorgeous.

Wonderland Trail Circumnavigate lofty Mt Rainier – it’s 93 miles of spectacular nature.

West Coast Trail BC’s famous 47-mile ribbon of adventure is for those truly serious about the outdoors.

Oregon Coast Neahkahnie Mountain, Cape Lookout, Saddle Mountain – for wildflower meadows or stunning views of the Pacific Ocean.

Columbia River Gorge Sweat up Dog Mountain Trail for unbeatable vistas.




Wildlife

There are plenty of wild critters in the Northwest. Gray whales, seals and orcas frolic in the ocean, while Roosevelt elks, pronghorn antelopes and black bears scamper over land. And raptors, such as bald eagles, often soar overhead, along with sandhill cranes, downy woodpeckers and many corvid family species.

San Juan Islands Ground zero for spotting orcas; several pods live here year-round.

Oregon Coast In winter and spring, gray whales migrate from Mexico to Alaska – and back.

Klamath Basin National Wildlife Refuges You’re nearly guaranteed a bald-eagle sighting; up to 1000 gather here in winter.
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Microbrews

If you appreciate the rich, complex flavors of a lovingly microbrewed beer, you’ll find nirvana here. And while the Pacific Northwest didn’t actually invent the stuff, it certainly raised the fermentation of hops to a fine art.

Chuckanut Brewery Bellingham’s go-to for German-style beers and hanging out on a cool patio.

Sunriver Brewing Co Award-winning brews and great food make this place stand out in beer-obsessed Bend.

Belmont Station Both a bar and a large beer store, this spot boasts more than 1200 local and international brews.

Fremont Brewing Company Great microbrews, friendly atmosphere, pet and child friendly.




Wine

Pinot Noir is Oregon’s most famous grape, finicky as a superstar and the foundation for some exceptional wine. Washington produces more wine than nearly any other state, and it’s of a very high quality too – head to the Walla Walla Valley for a taste of Cabernet or Syrah.

Walla Walla Washington’s hot wine-growing region, with its namesake town as a pretty centerpiece.

Yakima Valley More than 50 wineries, most of them family-run, highlight this backbone of Washington’s wine industry.

McMinnville The heart of Oregon’s grape land; base yourself here and your Pinot Noir glass will never run dry.

Cowichan Valley Vancouver Island’s boutique vineyards are as lovely on the palate as the setting is on the eyes.




Beaches

It’s no exaggeration to say that the PNW has some of the world’s most beautiful coastline. Head to Oregon’s coast for 360 miles of fun, while Washington has a wild and lush shoreline within Olympic National Park. Find solitude year-round or fun and new friends on summer days.

Cannon Beach With photogenic Haystack Rock looming just offshore, Cannon Beach is outrageously scenic.

La Push Come here for beauty and adventure – the beaches offer kayaking, surfing, hiking and sublime scenery.

Oregon Dunes Explore this area on foot or in a dune buggy; the sandy mountains tower up to 500ft.

Long Beach Miles and miles of beachcombing, awesome breakers and even an old-growth forest to explore.




Great Food

From Portland’s farm-to-table movement to Seattle’s award-winning restaurants to Vancouver’s international-class Chinese food, this region has enough eating options to make your stomach spin – but in a good way.

Granville Island Public Market BC’s Granville Island has a tasty bite for everyone, from luscious pastry treats to a top international food court.

Pike Place Market Seattle’s grand old market sells ripe fruit, fresh vegetables and gleaming fish – among many other things.


Portland’s Food Carts Diverse and delicious, Portland has turned the lowly food mobile into a cutting-edge movable feast.

Sitka & Spruce The epitome of farm-to-table New American cuisine in Seattle.




Jaw-Dropping Landscapes

This region’s amazing landscapes include scenic shorelines, snow-dusted volcanic mountain ranges and desolate but beautiful desert panoramas. Lofty Cascade peaks can even be seen from the cities of Seattle, Portland and Vancouver, making great natural backdrops to the urban bustle.

North Cascades National Park Stark Washington landscapes and formidable mountaintops, all in a national park known for its isolation.

John Day Fossil Beds An almost unbelievable palette of colors layer the sedimentary hills of Oregon’s geological wonder.

Three Sisters Wilderness A string of Oregon peaks with striking character, from Broken Top’s jagged edges to South Sister’s dimpled dome.

Cape Scott Provincial Park This part of BC has some of the most rugged and wild coastline you’ll ever see or experience.
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Live Music

Portland, Seattle and Vancouver claim some of the hottest new bands on the indie circuit, while small towns such as Olympia have their own talent. Venues run from intimate rooms to quirky spaces with floating floors to large, loud clubs.

Doug Fir Lounge A hip haven with an impressive sound system, attracting cutting-edge talent for near-nightly shows.

Mississippi Studios A recording studio turned 300-seat venue with great atmosphere and up-and-coming bands.

Crocodile Seattle’s historic music venue, which first saw grunge emerge from the shadows. Everyone from Cheap Trick to Yoko Ono has rocked here.

Commodore Ballroom Vancouver institution with art-deco atmosphere, unique dance floor and famous (or soon-to-be famous) local bands.




Skiing

Step into those skis – there are some great slopes here. With plenty of precipitation, the snow pack can really add up to create some exceptionally deep powder. And the cross-country skiing can be even better, with endless scenic trails winding through lovely hills and forests.

Whistler The mother of all ski resorts; a huge area with plenty of powder.

Mt Hood Availability is this mountain’s appeal – you can ski here every month of the year.

Crystal Mountain Located on the flanks of Mt Rainier, this is Washington’s largest ski resort, with over 50 named runs.

Methow Valley A cross-country skier’s paradise, boasting more than 120 miles of groomed trails.




Hot Springs

If you’re looking for a therapeutic mineral soak, there’s lots to choose from in this volcanic region: lonely desert water holes, rustic, unpretentious springs and luxury resorts. Nudity is – unsurprisingly – de rigueur at the more remote and free locations.

Sol Duc Well-established springs with good services and family-friendly appeal.

Breitenbush Near the forest, with vegetarian food, yoga and accommodations.

Bagby Low-cost but surprisingly developed, with hollowed-out tubs and even private ‘rooms.’

Umpqua Free springs with an unbeatable location on a cliff above the Umpqua River.




Famous Drives

With all the fantastic scenery in the Pacific Northwest, sometimes you need a great drive to take it all in. After all, there’s a lot of ground to cover – snowy mountains to skirt around, lush forests to whiz past and rocky shorelines to cruise by. So fill up the tank, strap on your seat belt and let the road trip begin.

North Cascades Highway Diverse and scenic highway running past North Cascades National Park into the Methow Valley.

Historic Columbia River Highway Forget busy Hwy 84 and take the long way around – a winding and beautiful byway also known as Hwy 30.


Three Capes Scenic Drive Visit three dramatic headlands on this 40-mile side road along the gorgeous Oregon coast.

Sea to Sky Highway Connecting Vancouver with Whistler, Hwy 99 offers breathtaking vistas, from the Pacific Ocean to lofty mountain peaks.
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Diablo Lake on Washington’s famous North Cascades Hwy drive | FRANCKREPORTER/GETTY IMAGES ©




Shopping

Love to shop? How does zero sales tax sound? That’s Oregon for you. There’s fabulous shopping in Washington and BC as well, with bohemian shops, upscale boutiques and farmers markets to tug at your wallet.

Pike Place Market Seattle’s famous market boasts produce and seafood stalls above, and everything else in the maze below.

Vancouver’s Main Street, south of 18th Avenue The heart of the city’s indie shopping scene, with cool record shops, bookstores and boutiques.

Granville Island Public Market This Vancouver covered farmers market also hosts gourmet food shops and arts and crafts stalls.









Month by Month


TOP EVENTS

Oregon Shakespeare Festival, February

Spring Whale-Watching Week, March

Seattle’s Seafair, July

Pacific National Exhibition, August

Bumbershoot, September




January

One of the quieter, greener months in the lowlands and on the coast, where the rains fall. Mountain resorts bustle with skiers and boarders taking advantage of the white stuff.


5Truffle Hunting, Cascade Mountains

The Northwest’s best native edible truffles are ripe for the picking this month; Eugene becomes a hub with its Oregon Truffle Festival.




2Polar Bear Swim

Hundreds of shivering, brave souls plunge into the icy waters of English Bay Beach in Vancouver, BC, on January 1 to celebrate the New Year (www.vancouver.ca).






February

A good time to visit the three metro areas, which become the territory of locals during these gray days. Book ahead for snow-related activities, though; resorts and mountain cabins fill up quickly.


zChinese New Year

Vancouver’s large Chinese population celebrates with parades, cultural activities, dragon dances, traditional art and – of course – plenty of great Chinese food.)




3Oregon Shakespeare Festival

In Ashland, tens of thousands of theater fans party with the Bard at this nine-month-long festival – yep, nine months! – highlighted by world-class plays and Elizabethan drama.






March

Early blooms are harbingers of the region’s long spring and upcoming fruit bounty. Major destinations on the coast and in the mountains become crowded with local families during spring break; book early.


2Spring Whale-Watching Week

Spot the spring migration of the gray whales anywhere along the Pacific Coast. Around Oregon’s Depoe Bay it’s semiorganized, with docents and special viewpoints. The northward migration happens through June (www.visittheoregoncoast.com/whale-watching).




zMoisture Festival

Seattle embraces its humidity at the Moisture Festival, with comedy, circus and burlesque acts that appeal to the whole family.






April

Even though the rains continue, warmer temperatures and spots of sun inspire more outdoor activities, especially in the drier, eastern part of the region. Easter weekend can be crowded everywhere.


2Skagit County Tulip Festival

Acres of red, purple, yellow and orange tulips bob in the breeze, as visitors partake in wine tastings, art shows and bike rides near the expansive fields surrounding La Conner, WA.




2Hood River Valley Blossom Time

Celebrates the fruit bounty of Oregon’s fertile Hood River Valley, with food, wine, crafts and a 35-mile agricultural tour route known as the Fruit Loop.




2Spring Arts Walk

Olympia, WA, celebrates the coming of spring with visual arts and performances. The highlight is the Procession of the Species parade, which honors Earth Day and involves creative and colorful plant and animal costumes (http://olympiawa.gov).






May

Spring has sprung, but don’t leave the rain gear at home. Memorial Day weekend can be busy at campgrounds and parks despite the occasional drizzle.


3Northwest Folklife Festival

This Seattle festival is celebrated with hundreds of musicians, artists and performers from all over the world.




zVictoria Day

Originally honoring Queen Victoria’s birthday, this Canadian holiday now celebrates the current sovereign’s birthday (and the unofficial start of the summer season) with parades and fireworks.






June

Blooming roses and outdoor celebrations mark the beginning of summer. Hotels fill up fast in the cities and on the coast.


zPortland Rose Festival

Music concerts, floral parades, children’s events, carnival rides, dragon-boat races, milk-carton boat races, fireworks and a half-million spectators.




3Britt Festival

An outdoor summer music celebration in Jacksonville, OR, featuring world-class jazz, blues, folk, pop, country and classical-music artists – including some mighty big names.




3Bard on the Beach

This season of four Shakespeare-related plays takes place in the Vanier Park tents in Vancouver, BC. Runs through September.




zSandcastle Day

Cannon Beach, OR, becomes transformed by art created with…sand. Expect stunning creativity and execution – these aren’t your typical sand-bucket castles.






July

Soak up the sun during the region’s summer peak. Farmers markets are going strong this month, and the coast and mountains (and everywhere in between) are flooded with visitors.


6Oregon Brewers Festival

Enjoy Portland’s summer weather at this fun beer festival, where 80,000 microbrew lovers eat, drink and whoop it up on the banks of the Willamette River.




2Seattle’s Seafair

Three-week party that includes live music, a torchlight parade, hydroplane races, air shows and even pirates.




5Berry Picking

Across the Pacific Northwest, walk the rows of local farms and fill your bucket with blueberries, boysenberries, marionberries and raspberries.




zOregon Country Fair

Very fun three-day art and music fair that shows off the quirkiest side of Oregon. Camp out or just visit for the day. It’s held just west of Eugene.






August

While the greener parts of the region may brown a bit this month, it’s still a great time to be outdoors. Book early in the major cities, on the coast or at campgrounds.


3Pacific National Exhibition

Seventeen-day summer fair with family-friendly shows, music, concerts and a fairground in Vancouver, BC




2Washington State International Kite Festival

Huge kite festival on the sand at Long Beach, WA. Look for new world records, including the largest kite flown and the most kites aloft at one time.




5Garlic Festival

Chehalis, WA, celebrates this aromatic bulb with a festival featuring crafts, music and, of course, tons of garlic-laden food.






September

Cool nights but reliably sunny days make this one of the best months to visit. Kids are back in school, and fall harvests begin for wine grapes, mushrooms and more.


3Bumbershoot

Seattle’s biggest arts and cultural event boasts two dozen stages and hundreds of musicians, artists and theater troupes, attracting over 100,000 spectators.




3Vancouver Fringe Festival

Wild and wacky theatricals at both mainstream and unconventional venues in Granville Island, BC.






October

Even though the weather begins to get wet this month, hearty Northwesterners still head outdoors for bike races, coast visits and beer fests.


3Vancouver International Film Festival

This highly regarded film festival screens around 350 international films and documentaries from some 75 countries.




6Fresh Hop Beer Festivals

The year’s fresh hop beers are ready and the festivals begin. Look for the biggest ones in Yakima, WA, Hood River, OR, and Portland.




2Cross Crusade Race Series

Competitors ride intense laps through mud and over barriers in the largest cyclo-cross race series (www.crosscrusade.com) in the US, which occurs in Portland and surrounding areas. Spectating is fun too, involving beer and cowbells.






November

Book early for Thanksgiving weekend lodging. The most avid skiers and boarders will take to the slopes for early snows, while city shoppers hit the streets.


zEastside Culture Crawl

An open-studio art event, which takes place over three days in Vancouver, BC (www.culturecrawl.ca).




6Wine Country Thanksgiving

Nearly 200 wineries in Oregon’s Willamette Valley open their doors for three special days. Visit some of the small, family-owned wineries usually closed to visitors (www.willamettewines.com/event/wine-country-thanksgiving).






December

The holidays mean larger crowds at mountain resorts and in cities. Find solitude on the coast and in rural areas.


zVictorian Christmas

Experience a Christmas past: witness the community tree lighting, Father Christmas parade, vintage-dressed carolers and roasting chestnuts in Jacksonville, OR (http://jacksonvilleoregon.com/victorian-christmas).




zNew Year’s Eve in Seattle

Washington’s ground zero for the New Year is the Space Needle (www.spaceneedle.com/holidays), where revelers dress up, count down and drink champagne as fireworks go off.




2Ski Season

Skiers and snowboarders hit the slopes in search of powder and fun, from Eastern Oregon to Whistler, BC. The best snow begins now.




zFestival of Lights

What could be a bigger bang than an international fireworks festival? Head to Vancouver, BC, for this explosive event, and prepare for three nights of the best fireworks you’ve ever seen.











Itineraries


Pacific Northwest Grand Tour

[image: 08-grand-tour-itin-pnw8-jpg]

4 WEEKS

Just want to hit the highlights? This is an extraordinary route that will make you want to come back for more. Vancouver boasts wonderful parks, ethnic attractions and cool neighborhoods. Further south, on Vancouver Island, is charming and picture-perfect Victoria. If it’s winter, hit the world-class slopes of Whistler.

Bustling Seattle offers myriad attractions, a unique skyline and great cuisine. Now head north to the beautiful San Juan Islands, such as woodsy Orcas Island, where you can bike around or just relax. Back on the mainland, Olympic National Park is the jewel of the Olympic Peninsula, with a unique rainforest ecosystem. For more of the state’s gorgeous landscapes, Mt Rainier National Park is a must.

There’s no escaping the attractions in Portland – from its landmark Powell’s bookstore to its many microbreweries to tax-free (and hip) shopping. Just east are the grand vistas, hiking trails and waterfalls of the Columbia River Gorge. Nearby Mt Hood is unbeatable for camping, hiking and skiing. Much further south, Crater Lake National Park is a geologic wonder with supreme scenery. Finally, if you have time left over, there’s the grandeur (and seafood cuisine) of the beautiful Oregon coast.





Itineraries
Island Hop
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2 WEEKS

Washington’s San Juans are an archipelago of hundreds of beautiful, verdant islands covering some 750 sq miles. Only about 60 are inhabited, and just four are accessible by public ferry. Three of these islands bring thousands of vacationers every year, but each has managed to keep a serene atmosphere and distinct character.

San Juan Island has the best tourist facilities, along with the archipelago’s only sizable town, Friday Harbor. Its Lime Kiln Point State Park offers prime whale-watching; in June, keep a lookout for killer or minke whales feasting on salmon runs. To the north is San Juan Island National Historical Park, with old British military facilities and earthwork fortifications, and – on clear days – great mountain views.

The largest of the islands, Orcas Island is probably the most beautiful – and the poshest. It’s dotted with fancy homes, and the lack of a central town gives it an exclusive neighborhood feel. Check out Moran State Park, which offers camping, fishing, hiking and mountain biking. Mt Constitution, the archipelago’s highest point, is also here, featuring some of the finest views in Washington.

Lopez Island is the most peaceful island, with friendly locals and pastoral charm. Don’t expect too many tourist services – agriculture and farming are the main focus. The mostly flat island is made for cycling, and there’s little vehicular traffic.

A much larger island to explore is BC’s Vancouver Island, linked to Friday Harbor by two daily ferries between April and January. Start in Victoria, a cosmopolitan city with a variety of ethnic cultures, along with a touch of old Britain. Can’t-miss attractions include the world-famous Butchart Gardens and high tea at the grand Fairmont Empress Hotel. Wine-lovers and foodies should head to the Cowichan Valley, home to boutique wineries and organic farms. Further west is the coastal town of Tofino, where you can go kayaking and spot marine life. Nearby is Pacific Rim National Park Reserve, with rainforest, crashing surf, islands to explore and amazing hiking. Finally, head to land’s end at Cape Scott Provincial Park to explore the pristine beaches; outdoor-lovers have miles of challenging trails and backcountry camping opportunities.
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Itineraries
Seattle & Washington
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2 WEEKS

The Pacific Northwest’s largest city, Seattle has plenty going for it – a great location on the Puget Sound, myriad dynamic neighborhoods, interesting sights and attractions, lots of first-rate coffee and beer, and – looming over it all – the lofty peak of majestic Mt Rainier. Must-sees include Pioneer Square, Pike Place Market, the Seattle Aquarium and the Space Needle, but there’s plenty more to keep you busy.

Get out of town by hopping on a ferry to Bainbridge Island, then heading north to Port Townsend. With its Victorian architecture and location on the Strait of Juan de Fuca, this picturesque little town is a magnet for artists and eclectic personalities. From here you can take a bicycle on a ferry to the San Juan Islands, though if you want to drive you’ll have to access them via Anacortes (more on this later). Work your way east along the Olympic Peninsula, perhaps stopping in Port Angeles for a quick day trip to Vancouver Island’s pretty capital, Victoria.

Olympic National Park can’t be missed. Its coastal strip includes 57 miles of remote beaches with pounding waves and wild scenery; visit Rialto Beach for amazing views. Inland, the Hoh Rain Forest is a prime destination with its famous Hall of Moss Trail. Now head further south to Lake Quinault, a gorgeous glacier-fed lake boasting a grand historic lodge. This is the place to go fishing, boating or swimming. Next, pack it up and drive to Olympia, Washington’s lively capital, which is full of music culture.

Volcanic Mt St Helens should be on your itinerary; she blew her top in 1980, losing 1314ft of elevation. Not to be outclassed, Mt Rainier is another can’t-miss geologic landmark. Hope for good weather and go hiking among glaciers, alpine meadows and old-growth forests in Mt Rainier National Park.

Looping back to I-5, drive up to Anacortes and take a ferry to the beautiful San Juan Islands. There are three distinct main islands to explore. San Juan Island has undulating hills and a scenic west coast, where you can spot whales; upscale Orcas Island claims the area’s highest peak; and Lopez Island is flat, laid-back and great for cycling.
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Plan Your Trip

Eat & Drink Like a Local


The Pacific Northwest is a premier food-producing region with a cornucopia of fruits, vegetables, meats, seafood, dairy products, wine grapes, hops and the list goes on. The locals don’t let any of the region’s fresh flavors go to waste – focusing on local and seasonal, the dishes and beverages here are spectacular.




The Year in Food

There is no bad season for food in the Pacific Northwest. With an emphasis on seasonal ingredients, you’ll find fresh dishes using local bounty year-round.


Summer (June–August)

Berries and stone fruit are in season, veggies are lush, salmon are running and outdoor patios are open for business.




Fall (September–November)

Wild mushrooms abound; hop, grape and harvest festivals can be found; plus it’s time for Thanksgiving feasting. Seattle Restaurant Week at the end of October means affordable tasting menus at over 150 restaurants.




Winter (December–March)

Dungeness crab season, root vegetables and hearty dishes reign. The excellent Portland Dining Month happens in March around the city, while Dine Out Vancouver is in late January.




Spring (April–May)

Fiddlehead ferns unfurl; spring onions, greens and fresh herbs hit local dishes; and you may find a morel mushroom on your plate. Ice-cream sales start to soar.





Food Experiences


Dare to Try

Mushrooms Edible wild mushrooms sprout year-round and include the fluted chanterelle, bolete (otherwise known as porcini), morel and matsutake. Always show an experienced mushroom picker the fruits of your foray – many toxic mushrooms look identical to edible ones.

Truffles While Europeans have been sniffing out the expensive underground fungi with pigs and dogs for hundreds of years, Americans are newer to the hunt – three new varieties of truffles were discovered in Oregon just over 30 years ago.
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Marinated octopus, Seattle | PHOTOGRAPHY BY PAULA THOMAS/GETTY IMAGES ©




Cheap Treats

Hawkers Delight Singaporean wonders in a tiny setting in Vancouver, BC.

Nong’s Khao Man Gai Hainan-style chicken rice as good as anywhere in the world, but in a Portland brick-and-mortar space.

Paseo Delicious Cuban sandwiches for bargain prices in Seattle.

Red Pickle Latin American fusion burgers to pair with cocktails – all from a repurposed gas station in Ellensburg, WA.

El Sancho Some of Oregon’s best tacos, best eaten alongside a margarita.






Beervana & Beyond

Pacific Northwesterners like to say that surviving the long, gray, rainy winters hinges on two things: beer and coffee. It’s fitting then that American craft beer and artisan coffee, as we now know them, were born in these parts. But that’s not all. There’s also a booming wine industry, as well as indie distilleries and a growing number of cider-makers – businesses all born from the hardheaded Northwestern drive to do things right.


Coffee

The Northwest’s progressive coffee culture was born in 1971, when Starbucks opened its first location across from Pike Place Market in Seattle. The idea, to offer a variety of roasted beans from around the world in a comfortable cafe, helped start filling the American coffee mug with more refined, complicated (and expensive) drinks compared to the ubiquitous Folgers and diner cups of joe. Specialty coffeehouses started springing up in Seattle and Portland during the 1980s, the foundation of today’s burgeoning coffee culture.

Today, you can find not only Starbucks on every corner in the Northwest (and the USA, and abroad!), but also hundreds of independently owned coffeehouses. Coffeehouse culture in the Pacific Northwest encourages lingering; think free wi-fi, comfortable indoor and outdoor seating, and little pressure to buy more food and drink, even after camping out at a table for hours. But the desire to caffeinate extends beyond the cafe; you’ll be able to find drive-through coffee shacks in rural areas and on remote roads.


Locals take coffee just as seriously as beer, and for the most part, they prefer dark roasts. But ultimately, the quality of the beans and the roast determine a coffee’s popularity. As with most food and drink in these parts, consumers demand details about what they’re consuming – the wheres, hows and whys of harvests and roastings.

That attention to detail has led to extensive coffee-sourcing programs at Northwest roasteries, and many coffee roasters personally travel around the globe to source beans. Only in this way can they describe how coffee farmers in Guatemala treat their workers and coffee trees. At the highest-level coffee cafes, experienced baristas will happily banter about the origins of any roast and will share their thoughts about bean grinds and more. Try a trendy ‘pour-over’ coffee if you get the chance.

Stumptown Coffee Roasters, which started in Portland with one roastery and cafe in 1999, helped small-batch roasting go mainstream (the company now has locations in Seattle, New York City and Los Angeles). These days, ‘micro roasters,’ who roast blends and single-origin coffees to precise specifications in garages, metal shops and basements, create some of the best coffee beans in the world. Many Northwest cafes now feature beans from multiple micro roasters, or they roast their own batches on-site.


BEST COFFEE

Proud Mary Australian-style coffee fits right in in Portland.

Zeitgeist Coffee So industrial, so Seattle and right in the heart of Pioneer Square.

Burial Grounds Creepy coffee drinks strong enough to wake a zombie, in Olympia.

Mario’s Coffee Express Rich aromatic brews favored by in-the-know workers in Vancouver.






Beer

While many West Coast breweries claim rights to the early roots of the craft-brewing movement, there’s no doubt Northwest brewers greatly influenced the evolution of the USA’s craft-beer scene. In the early 1980s, a few intrepid brewers started selling their beer commercially in Portland, including Brian and Mike McMenamin, brothers who opened the first post-Prohibition brewpub in Oregon in 1985. The McMenamin chain now includes over 50 locations in the Northwest – historic hotels, bars, restaurants, movie theaters and brewpubs. Check them all out at www.mcmenamins.com.

Other still-operating pioneers include Widmer Brothers Brewery in Portland, and Elysian Brewing, Pike Brewing and Hale’s Ales in Seattle. All of these breweries started out making small-batch beers in a variety of styles, a strong deviation from the bland, mass-produced commercial beers that dominated the market at the time.

Craft brewing allowed brewers to get creative, and many of them started making beer inspired by traditional European styles before creating riffs of their own. Take the English-styled India Pale Ale (IPA), which once included hops as a preservative to keep beer fresh aboard long sea voyages between England and India. Northwest brewers added copious amounts of hops to create IPAs that taste and smell like everything from pine trees to grapefruit rinds.

Highly hopped beers have come to define the Northwest, which is appropriate considering 90% of the nation’s hops are grown in Oregon and Washington. It’s not just the hops that local brewers say make their beers special, but also pristine water, locally grown and malted barley, and a willingness to experiment with new styles and techniques.


Today, beer aficionados (otherwise known as beer geeks) sip and savor beer as they would wine, and some urban restaurants have beer ‘programs,’ ‘sommeliers’ and cellars. Many brewpubs and restaurants host beer dinners, a chance to experience unique beers paired with multiple courses. But the heart of Northwest beer culture still rests inside the basic brewpub, a place where beers are brewed on-site – which means you’re drinking them straight from the source.

Stroll through a local grocery store to see the scope of what local brewers are producing, or ask locals where to go out for a craft beer. Chances are you’re near a brewpub, even in tiny towns such as Twisp, WA, and Baker City, OR. When visiting larger craft breweries, ask about upcoming tours or tasting events.
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Widmer Brothers Brewery storefront, Portland | DANITA DELIMONT/ALAMY STOCK PHOTO ©




Wine

Many Northwesterners can remember a time when ‘local wine’ meant a varietal from northern California. That’s because wine growing in the Pacific Northwest is a relatively new phenomenon: most vines were planted in the past couple of decades. Recent successes have spurred a boom in grape planting and wine production.

For the visitor, the burgeoning wine industry can mean an odd mixture of hole-in-the-wall tasting rooms and sprawling new hotels with wine-themed spa treatments. It’s easy to find people who will tout the non-Napa nature of the local wine regions or reminisce about the simpler times of days gone by.




Spirits

Ever pioneering when it comes to imbibing, small-batch distilleries are popping up all over the Pacific Northwest. There’s Eau de Vie of Douglas fir and lava-filtered vodka from Clear Creek Distillery in Portland, which was founded by distilling pioneer Stephen McCarthy in 1986. Or a homegrown Wheat Whiskey from It’s 5 Artisan Distillery in Cashmere, WA. Victoria Spirits in Victoria, BC, makes gin from wild-gathered botanicals.

In Portland, seven east-side distillers make up Distillery Row, one of the few concentrations of artisan distillers in the country. These craft distillers have tasting-room hours, when visitors can sample everything from whiskey and absinthe to aquavit and fruit brandies. In the tradition of artisan craftsmanship, the owners are the distillers and they’re frequently on hand to explain the distilling process and share their passion for the craft.

Distillery fever is catching on in more rural areas, with vodkas, whiskeys, rums and gins being produced in small batches around the region. You may be surprised to find them out in the middle of nowhere.
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Eateries along Southwest Ankeny St, Portland | PHOTOMATZ/SHUTTERSTOCK ©






Local Specialties

With hundreds of miles of coastline and an impressive system of rivers, the Pacific Northwest offers seafood galore. Depending on the season, specialties include razor clams, mussels, prawns, octopus, albacore tuna, Dungeness crab, halibut and sturgeon. Salmon remains one of the region’s most recognized foods, whether it’s smoked, grilled or in salads, quiches and sushi.

On the coast you can always find good seafood and can buy directly from the boat if you’re willing to take the time to ask around. Of course, the closer you are to the source, the better the quality, so don’t expect inland towns to have the freshest seafood.

While the Northwest has a reputation for vegetarian and vegan eating, recent years have seen a meat backlash, and in true Northwest style, the carnivore craze has involved sourcing top-quality meats locally (think pigs fed hazelnuts during their final days). Small-scale meat farmers raising cattle, lamb, pigs, chickens and goats form relationships with urban chefs, who will sometimes visit farms to participate in the slaughter. Also, some ranchers sell everything from grass-fed beef to pigs’ feet and livers at farmers markets. Other evidence of meat mania? Butchering classes for the public as well as restaurants with their own ‘house-cured’ meats, such as pancetta, soppressata and sausage.
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Halibut, Seattle | MICHAEL HANSON/GETTY IMAGES ©


Farm-to-Table Dining

Willows Inn Prix fixe, seasonal, very local, very fresh menu on Lummi Island, Washington.

New Sammy’s Cowboy Bistro Fresh and creative trump trendy at this roadside Oregon gem.

Sitka & Spruce Seattle’s beloved small plates offer minimalist, uber-fresh fine dining.

Bishop’s Expect a seasonal changing menu in Vancouver, BC.

Persephone Brewing Company Plot twist: farm to brew. This place grows its own hops.


VEGETARIANS, VEGANS & SPECIAL DIETS

More than in any other part of the country, vegetarians and vegans will discover plenty of food made just for them. So many people practice animal-free eating that even the smallest cafes and restaurants will frequently carry vegan pastries or desserts. Even if you’re not dining at a strictly vegan or vegetarian restaurant (of which there are a handful in larger cities), you’ll discover vegetarian-friendly menus at most eateries in the metropolitan areas. Ethnic cuisine, such as Thai and Indian, usually includes many vegetarian items, and there’s no shortage of delicious meat-free main dishes in cafes and restaurants and at food carts.

Outside the cities, vegetarians have fewer choices, and vegans even fewer still. Avoid Mexican restaurants, which usually cook seemingly meat-free dishes in lard, and opt for pasta and pizza joints, although restaurants of every kind usually have at least one vegetarian main meal. Don’t be surprised if small towns in the eastern parts of Washington and Oregon (prime cattle country) don’t offer veggie burgers.

People with other types of dietary restrictions, including those who are gluten or lactose intolerant, will find friendly foods everywhere from restaurants to grocery stores, especially in the cities. If you’re looking to avoid specific ingredients, be sure to ask. Most restaurants are happy to accommodate you, and some already identify these types of foods on their menus.






Cart Culture

What do fried pies, burgers pressed between grilled cheese sandwiches, waffles slathered with Nutella, Thai street food, Italian-style espressos and poutine have in common? They’re dishes served from some of Portland’s most popular food carts. During the past several years, the number of food carts on the West Coast has exploded as creative professional chefs and amateur home cooks have looked for cheap and easy ways to serve their creations to the masses. The public has hungrily sopped up cart food, especially in Portland, where more than 500 carts now operate citywide.

Cart culture thrives late at night, during the after-hours hunger period, and at lunchtime, although it’s not hard to find carts open for business during other times of the day (don’t ever give up hope of finding an early-morning pastry or afternoon plate of huevos rancheros). Most cart owners cook the food served there, and visiting carts will help you appreciate their efforts, which require long hours in tiny kitchens and a willingness to feed hungry people in a highly competitive marketplace.

While carts are required to have the capability of being mobile by law (all have wheels, even if they’re cosmetic), most park in permanent locations – in empty parking lots, driveways and street corners. In Portland many carts are arranged in ‘pods,’ clusters that allow cart operators to share resources like dining tables, electricity and water. Find maps and descriptions of Portland’s individual carts and pods on www.foodcartsportland.com.
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Food carts, Portland | ANTHONY PIDGEON/GETTY IMAGES ©




Fungi Fanatics

Living in the Pacific Northwest means finding mushrooms growing everywhere from car trunks to manicured lawns, but the abundance can make for good eating. Edible wild mushrooms sprout year-round.

While it’s easy to walk into most woods and find mushrooms ripe for the picking, don’t eat just anything. Always check your finds with an experienced mushroom picker. Mycological societies and foraging groups are scattered around the region and welcome visitors to meetings and ‘field trips.’

Don’t be surprised if you encounter some truffle enthusiasts along the way. To go on a bona fide truffle hunt or learn more about the mysterious edibles, contact the Oregon-based North American Truffling Society (www.natruffling.org), or attend the annual Oregon Truffle Festival (www.oregontrufflefestival.com) in Eugene, OR, for dog-training workshops, elaborate truffle dinners and more.
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How to Eat & Drink


Where to Eat

Diner Found everywhere, and sometimes the only option in rural areas, these down-home places serve classic breakfasts like pancakes or egg dishes, then burgers and sandwiches at lunch and full meals at dinner. Simple and sometimes greasy, but usually friendly and very affordable.

Cafe Anything from a place that serves coffee and tea alongside light snacks, to something approaching a full-on restaurant, serving meals (particularly breakfast) in a small, casual and often quaint or edgy setting.

Brewpub Some breweries serve mainly drinks but the majority are also casual, often lively and sociable restaurants. You can get high-quality simple standards such as burgers and fish tacos, or even more creative and gastronomic dishes.

Restaurant Where you sit down to eat mostly dinner, although many places open for lunch as well or, less often, breakfast or brunch. Styles range from casual and family-oriented to extremely sophisticated spots where you may need to reserve months in advance.

Food Cart Like baby restaurants, food carts are often where the most creative up-and-comers get their starts. There may be an area to sit at a bench or table nearby (usually outdoors) or take it to-go. Often very affordable.
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Hamburger – a brewpub standard | LINUS STRANDHOLM / EYEEM/GETTY IMAGES ©




Liquor Laws

AThe legal age for drinking in British Columbia is 19.

AIn Oregon and Washington you have to be 21.

ABars generally serve alcohol until 2am (Washington), 2:30am (Oregon) and 3am (Vancouver).

AIn Oregon and Washington, you can buy beer and wine at supermarkets, convenience stores and private outlets (ie gas stations and specialty wine shops).

ATo buy liquor in these states, you’ll have to seek out state-approved liquor stores.

AIn BC you can buy beer, wine and liquor from either private or government-sanctioned liquor stores; specialty wine shops also exist.











Plan Your Trip

Pacific Northwest Road Trips


The Pacific Northwest offers an endless list of gorgeous panoramas, including stunning ocean coastlines, verdant forests dotted with pristine lakes and snowy volcanoes silhouetted against blue skies. And it’s all accessible with your own four wheels, so fill up the gas tank and get ready for some unforgettable drives.
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Planning


Top Tips

Gas Stations On some of these trips (such as the Washington and Oregon Cascades) gas stations are sporadic, so top up whenever you can.

Timing Leave yourself extra time to explore unexpected sights along the way. Pack a bag in case you fall in love with a place and decide to stay overnight!




What to Bring

Ensure you take your swimsuit, good walking shoes, rain gear and other layers, and sun protection.




Best Experiences

AWhale-watching and beachcombing along the Oregon coast.

ACounting volcanoes in the Washington Cascades.

AHiking in ancient forests at Olympic National Park.

ATaking in spectacular views along British Columbia’s Sea to Sky Hwy.





Highway 101 Oregon Coast

Oregon’s scenic, two-lane Hwy 101 follows hundreds of miles of shoreline punctuated by charming seaside towns, exhilarating hikes and ocean views. Everyone from nature-lovers to families can find their dream vacation along this exceptional coastal route.


Why Go

Between the California border and Gold Beach – renowned for its Rogue River fishing and jet-boat excursions – is some of Oregon’s most magnificent coastal scenery. Continuing north, the quaint hamlet of Port Orford has a few art galleries, fine restaurants and stunning state parks, including Cape Blanco, home to Oregon’s oldest lighthouse and some exhilarating views.

Further north, Bandon has a picturesque downtown harbor and beautiful rock formations just offshore. Check out the sandy hills at Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area. These are the largest expanse of oceanfront sand dunes in the US, and hugely popular with hikers and dune buggies (but not in the same place!). The little town of Yachats offers great walks along its gorgeous coastline and nearby in Cape Perpetua.


In Newport, don’t miss the first-rate Oregon Coast Aquarium. Just north is Yaquina Head Outstanding Natural Area, boasting amazing tide pools. If it’s the season, take a whale-watching excursion at Depoe Bay, which claims to be the ‘world’s whale-watching capital.’

Keep heading north, stopping at the Tillamook Cheese Visitors Center for some free samples; Pacific Seafood, nearby in Bay City, is the place for the fastest oyster shucking you’ll ever see. Meanwhile, small and upscale Manzanita offers a relaxing, laid-back atmosphere.

Exclusive Cannon Beach is great for boutique shopping and fine dining. Finally, cute Astoria has a family-friendly atmosphere, plenty of services and great historical attractions to keep you busy.




When to Go

June through September has the warmest weather and most services open, though accommodations will be at their scarcest and priciest. Off-season good weather pockets can be magical and peaceful.




The Route

Don’t expect to drive fast on this direct US 101 route. Most of this highway is two lanes, with occasional slow trucks and RVs, and it goes through many small towns (or larger cities with stoplights).




Worthy Detour

Three Capes Scenic Drive is a worthwhile and beautiful 35-mile detour off Hwy 101. It passes Cape Meares, Cape Lookout and Cape Kiwanda, all with great walks and panoramic ocean views.




Time & Mileage

Oregon boasts 363 miles of coastline, all publicly accessible. Expect your adventure to take a one week, depending on stops.






Oregon Cascades Scenic Byway

This trip epitomizes Oregon’s outdoors aesthetic. It’s perfect for the road-tripper who wants to hike for hours, find hidden waterfalls, swim in crystal-clear lakes, see endless miles of forest and, at the end of the day, strip down to soak in a natural hot spring.
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Belknap Covered Bridge, Oregon Cascades | DENNIS ADAMS CREATIONS/SHUTTERSTOCK ©


Why Go

The Oregon Cascades are a nonstop parade of forests, lakes, mountains and waterfalls. Start in Bend, the most outdoor-focused city in the state. Now head north to cute Sisters, with its mild Wild West atmosphere.

You’ll climb to Dee Wright Observatory, a unique viewpoint that looks over lava fields and to mountain peaks. Not far away is pretty Proxy Falls, an easy 1.3-mile hike. Further on, highly developed Belknap Hot Springs is a great stop to soak away road sores.

McKenzie Bridge is a magnet for fishers, but there’s great hiking and white-water rafting too. Just south lies scenic Terwilliger Hot Springs, a much more rustic alternative to Belknap. To the south is Oakridge, Oregon’s mountain-biking center, with hundreds of miles of glorious singletrack trails. Beyond is another soaker, McCredie Hot Springs, along with Salt Creek Falls, Oregon’s second-highest waterfall (after Multnomah Falls) at 286ft.


Now come the lakes – Waldo, Odell, Crescent, Davis, Lava, Elk, Sparks – and reservoirs such as Wickiup and Crane Prairie. If you like to fish, swim, boat and camp, this region is your paradise. Finally, loop back to Bend and civilization.




When to Go

Go June through September for the best weather and to avoid seasonal road closures.




The Route

From Bend you’ll head north to Sisters, then climb up Hwy 242 through the Cascades toward McKenzie Bridge and Oakridge. The loop then heads east via various lakes and reservoirs toward Mt Bachelor, then back to Bend.




Worthy Detour

Best known for its glorious, 500ft welded-tuff cliffs that attract rock climbers from all over the world, Smith Rock State Park also offers stunning scenery and hiking trails. It’s just 25 miles north of Bend.




Time & Mileage

This loop is 240 miles; expect to be on the road about three to four days.






Lewis & Clark Trail

Few places symbolize the grandeur of the Pacific Northwest like the Columbia River Gorge. Start along this massive cleft of 4000ft cliffs and drive by countless waterfalls, while the mighty Columbia River follows along and Mt Hood lurks behind, in all its 11,250ft glory.


Why Go

Towering waterfalls, excellent hiking, unparalleled scenery, fruit farms and wineries – what else could you want from a long weekend? Add snowcapped Mt Hood, and the diversity becomes almost surreal.

Starting in Portland, drive east on US 84 and take exit 22 to US 30 (the Historic Columbia River Hwy). Soon you’ll hit the Portland Women’s Forum and Crown Point, both with absolutely stunning views over the gorge. Staying on US 30, you’ll pass various waterfalls; Multnomah Falls is the most famous. Park in any of the lots here to stretch your legs on hikes that lead to the tops of the falls and beyond. Just to the east, Bonneville Dam and Bonneville Fish Hatchery are both fun and educational.

Now cross the Bridge of the Gods to Washington, where you can visit the Columbia Gorge Interpretive Center Museum. Further east, Dog Mountain is another popular hike – strenuous but with amazing views. At White Salmon, cross back to Oregon and stop at Hood River, a hub for windsurfing and kiteboarding. Its downtown is a pleasant place to explore as well, and there are plenty of places to sleep.

Point your car inland now; you’ll follow US 35 to US 26, then head west. At Government Camp, drive up the road to Timberline Lodge, a great place for awesome views of Mt Hood, along with food services and trailheads. There’s plenty of camping and other hikes in the area, so fill up on the outdoors before heading back to Portland via US 26.




When to Go

Early spring is best for gushing waterfalls and wildflowers. The gorge is known for its cherries, which peak in early July, and apples and pears, best in the fall. Summer is great for hiking.




The Route

From Portland, your drive goes east on US 84, then onto the Historic Columbia River Hwy. Back on US 84, head inland via US 35, then back to Portland via US 26.




Worthy Detour

At Hood River, keep heading east. You’ll notice an abrupt change in the scenery as the western gorge’s forests turn to dry mountainsides. Stop at Rowena Crest for mind-blowing vistas, and Columbia Gorge Discovery Center for the area’s history. Further, on the Washington side, is the excellent Maryhill Museum of Art – and a full-size replica of Stonehenge.




Time & Mileage

This loop is around 175 miles; expect it to take two days.







Washington’s Cascade Drive

In Washington’s Cascades, high-altitude roads succumb to winter snow storms, and the names of peaks – Mt Terror, Mt Fury, Forbidden Peak – are intimidating. But there’s also gorgeous scenery, amazing white water and small esoteric towns in this region, so fill up the tank and prepare for one of the best road trips of your life.


Why Go

Rugged and inaccessible for half the year, this brawny mountain drive is etched with a monumental, Alaskan-style beauty that once inspired Jack Kerouac.

Start in Everett, 30 miles north of Seattle, then head eastward on US 2. You’ll climb to Stevens Pass at 4045ft, then descend to Leavenworth, a beautifully located Bavarian-themed village where you can get German sausages, beer and cheese. Continuing southeast 22 miles, the scenery changes abruptly around Wenatchee, the self-proclaimed ‘world’s apple capital.’

Now head north toward Chelan, home to a long lake of the same name that’s very popular with boaters – you can camp and play on the beach at pretty Lake Chelan State Park. Next up is Winthrop, another themed town – but with a defined Wild West atmosphere that might bring out the cowboy in you. Further north, the outpost of Mazama is the place to stock up before hitting the desolate North Cascades.

Your gears will work hard on the engineering feat that is US 20, and the scenery will be spectacular. Stop at Washington Pass and Rainy Pass for stunning views of nearby peaks. If you feel like hiking, consider the 6.2-mile Maple Pass Loop Trail or the 7.4-mile trudge up to Easy Pass.

Hike, boat or just enjoy the wild scenery at Diablo and Ross Lakes. Heading west, the Skagit River Valley opens up as you drive through Marblemount and Rockport. Your road trip ends at Burlington.




When to Go

The summer months of June through September are the best times, when all roads are snow-free and passable.




The Route

From Everett climb southeast toward Stevens Pass, then down to Leavenworth and Wenatchee. Go north through Chelan and Winthrop to the outpost of Mazama, then climb up US 20 through the spectacular Washington Cascades. The road opens to a valley at Marblemount, then down to foothills and your drive’s end at Burlington.




Worthy Detour

North of Burlington about 20 miles is historic Fairhaven, where you can start a beautiful Puget Sound tour that takes you south along Chuckanut Dr and through Whidbey Island to end at Langley, an endearing seafront community.




Time & Mileage

This loop is around 350 miles; expect to be on the road at least four days.






Olympic Peninsula Loop

Thick forests collide with an end-of-the-continent coastline that hasn’t changed much since Juan de Fuca sailed by in 1592. Bring hiking boots and an umbrella – you’ll need them as you explore this wild peninsula, replete with ancient rainforests and countless hiking, camping and adventurous exploration opportunities.


Why Go

Freakishly wet and fantastically green, the Olympic Peninsula makes a great loop through the lush forests that inspired Stephenie Meyer’s Twilight series.

Start at Washington’s capital, Olympia, a progressive city known not only for its bureaucrats but also for its music, arts and outdoor-loving population. Now go west on US 101 to SR 8, which turns into US 12 and then meets back up with US 101, where you’ll turn north. Lake Quinault is a deep-blue glacial relic, where you can stay at a historic lodge and explore nearby hiking trails.


To the north is ethereally beautiful Ruby Beach, dotted with offshore rock sentinels. A bit further up on a side road lies the surreal Hoh Rain Forest, home to the Hall of Moss Trail – a place taken out of Tolkien, with old-man’s-beard moss and ferns covering ancient trees.

Keeping on track, you’ll pass Forks – the town made famous for Twilight vampires. Further east is Lake Crescent, where you can hike, fish and stay at another celebrated lodge. Not far away are Olympic Hot Springs and Sol Duc Hot Springs Resort. Now take another side road to Hurricane Ridge, a wind-lashed and high-altitude ridge with breathtaking views.

Next up is Port Townsend, a darling Victorian-esque seaside town with historic buildings and art galleries. To the south on yet another offshoot, Staircase is a drier section of Olympic National Park where you can camp on Lake Cushman and take in some glorious hikes. Finally, you’ll end back where you started, at Olympia.




When to Go

June to September is the warmest and driest period, although also the busiest.




The Route

From Olympia, head west on US 101 and eventually veer north toward Lake Quinault. Pass through Ruby Beach and – after a sidetrip to the Hoh Rain Forest – turn east past Lake Crescent, then take detours to Hurricane Ridge and Port Townsend. Finally turn south to close your loop.




Time & Mileage

Expect to log around 435 miles over four days on this peninsula.






Sea to Sky Highway

This short drive reveals the essence of British Columbia’s coast, with majestic sea and mountain views, opportunities to get active or watch wildlife, and a peek into rich Native American cultures and pioneer history.


Why Go

The coastal scenery here is magnificent, as are the deep forests, crashing waterfalls and lofty mountains. You can see it all in a day, making this trip nearly too good to be true.

Green-forested hillsides tumble down around the village of Horseshoe Bay, which has a pleasant small-town vibe. Grab some organic coffee and head up on Hwy 99 north to Porteau Cove Provincial Park, once a Native American fishing site and now a haven for divers and beachcombers.

Next up is Britannia Beach, an old copper-mine site where you can visit the Britannia Mine Museum ([image: icon-phonegif]%604-896-2260; www.britanniaminemuseum.ca; Hwy 99, Britannia Beach; adult/child $30/19; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm; [image: icon-familygif]c) and take a mine tour. Just north, Shannon Falls torpedoes 1100ft down, and Brackendale is home to the largest population of wintering bald eagles in North America. Nearby, Alice and Brohm Lakes offer hiking and swimming.

Further north is Tantalus Lookout, a viewpoint that looks across the Tantalus Mountain Range and Squamish peoples’ old hunting grounds. Now go 14 miles to Brandywine Falls Provincial Park, where a dramatic waterfall plunges 230ft into a pool. Your last stop is gorgeous Whistler, famous for skiing in winter and hiking and mountain biking in summer – along with plenty of upscale shopping and restaurants.




When to Go

Visit from June to September for hikes, or November to March for snow.




The Route

It’s a straight shot from Horseshoe Bay to Whistler, along Howe Sound’s coastline and up Hwy 99 through mountainous forests.




Time & Mileage

You’ll go 82 miles over one or two days on this route.











Plan Your Trip

Pacific Northwest Outdoors


Armed with kayaks, crampons, fly rods, mountain bikes and full racks of climbing gear, adventure-loving people flock to experience the Pacific Northwest’s world-famous great outdoors. There’s a huge diversity of landscapes, and it’s all reasonably accessible from the nearest town or city.
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When to Go

December, February & March The finest powder for skiing.

February–May Waterfalls are at their fullest.

November–June Whale-watchers can bark, ‘Thar she blows!’

July–September Best for hiking, camping and cycling.




Hiking

The Pacific Northwest is blessed with some of the most sublime hiking landscapes and terrain imaginable. Summer sees crowds at their peak, but the warming spring is the perfect time to witness gushing rivers, while fall is a splendor of foliage colors with temperatures remaining perfectly mild. In winter you’ll practically be by yourself.

Ranger stations and visitor centers are excellent resources for permits, fees, safety and trail conditions.


Washington

In the Olympic Mountains you can hike deep canyons and alpine meadows, and the glacier-carved valleys and towering ridges of Washington’s North Cascade Mountain Range offer dramatic and unforgettable landscapes. For spectacular views of glaciers and peaks head up 3.7 miles to Cascade Pass, and either return by the same route or continue 19.3 miles on to High Bridge, where a shuttle bus runs to Stehekin (a tiny settlement at the head of Lake Chelan, with no road links to the rest of the state). There are many other wonderful hikes in North Cascades National Park.

In the South Cascades, you can explore the foothills of Mt Adams, or trudge up the steep trail to smoldering Mt St Helens. To leave the crowds behind, try isolated Glacier Peak, which offers a sparkly lake and alpine goodness to satiate your inner hiker. The classic Wonderland Trail circumnavigates the snowcapped behemoth Mt Rainier, but it takes a commitment: it’s a seven- to 10-day hike.




Oregon

The Oregon coast’s windswept beaches and rocky bluffs offer rugged and grandiose beauty. Check them out from the tip of Cape Falcon or from the top of Neahkahnie Mountain – both in Oswald West State Park. The challenging hike up Saddle Mountain also offers unbeatable views. Further south, Cape Lookout has a magnificent coastal panorama.


Just east of Portland, you can hike in the Columbia River Gorge among lush fir forests and dramatic waterfalls. Multnomah Falls is the hallmark, but there are other knockout hikes nearby, such as Dog Mountain (which is actually in Washington). South of the gorge, the popular 40-mile Timberline Trail Loop circumnavigates Mt Hood through alpine forests, and offers outstanding views. Ramona Falls is another awesome area hike.

In the Cascades, the challenging South Sister hike offers spectacular views from Oregon’s third-highest peak. For exceptionally lofty views of Crater Lake – that turquoise phenomenon – hike up Mt Scott, high above the rim. In remote northeastern Oregon, the Wallowa Mountains, Eagle Cap Wilderness and Hells Canyon are also outdoor paradises.




British Columbia

BC has hundreds of out-of-this-world parks and innumerable trails. On Vancouver Island, trails such as the 47-mile West Coast Trail in Pacific Rim National Park wind through ancient rainforests and gorgeous shorelines. Or take one of Whistler’s gondolas and enjoy wandering on high alpine trails without making the high alpine climb. For a stellar coastal hike, you can do an extensive trip or a day hike on the Juan de Fuca Marine Trail.


BEST NATIONAL & PROVINCIAL PARKS



	PARK	LOCATION	FEATURES	ACTIVITIES	BEST TIME TO VISIT



	Crater Lake	Oregon	ancient volcano, deepest lake in North America	sightseeing, hiking, cross-country skiing	Jul-Sep

	John Day Fossil Beds	Oregon	technicolor landscape of prehistoric ash flows, one of the world’s foremost fossil sites	sightseeing, walking	year-round

	Mt Rainier	Washington	alpine peaks, wildflowers; black bear, mountain goat, elk	hiking, climbing	Jul-Sep

	Mt St Helens	Washington	spectacular volcano; elk, black bear, deer	hiking, sightseeing	Jun-Oct

	North Cascades	Washington	alpine peaks, remote wilderness; mountain goat, grizzly bear, wolf	backpacking, climbing, fishing	Jul-Sep

	Olympic	Washington	alpine peaks, lush rainforests, wild coasts; black bear, elk, spotted owl	backpacking, climbing, fishing	Jul-Sep

	Oregon Dunes	Oregon	vast dune fields, remote coastlines; osprey	off-road vehicles, walking, horseback riding, canoeing, swimming	year-round

	Pacific Rim	British Columbia	wild coast, giant rainforest trees, world-famous Coast Trail; bald eagle, black bear, cougar	hiking, kayaking	Jun-Sep

	Strathcona	British Columbia	remote wilderness, solitude, highest Canadian waterfall; wolf, black-tailed deer, elk	backcountry hiking & adventure	Jul-Sep











Rock Climbing

With its wide variety of geology – think high granite cliffs and colorful volcanic rock – there’s some world-class sport and trad climbing in the Pacific Northwest. Anyone from beginner to expert should find excellent, fun routes, many with views of surrounding mountains, forests or even bodies of water.

Washington’s climbing center is Leavenworth, which refers to both the Bavarian-themed tourist town and its surrounding climbing area. You’ll have hundreds of single and multipitch routes to choose from among the highly featured granite crags, and there’s some great bouldering as well. Climbing here is best in spring or fall, as summertime can be very hot.


Just an hour’s drive northeast of Seattle are the thin, clean cracks of Index Town Wall. The granite faces here rise up to 500ft from a verdant forest below. As most routes are 5.8 or higher, this area is best for advanced climbers. Close to the Oregon border is Beacon Rock, offering technically demanding multipitches, while other good destinations in Washington include Darrington, Mt Erie, North Bend and Vantage.

Smith Rock State Park is Oregon’s premier rock-climbing destination – and a gorgeous place to visit even if you don’t climb. Eroded from an old volcanic vent, the high canyon walls here are home to more than 1000 sport and traditional routes of all levels. The views are spectacular, especially from multipitch routes, and bouldering is also possible. As with Leavenworth, spring and fall are the best times to climb, as summertime sees high temperatures.

Other hot Oregon climbing spots are French’s Dome near Mt Hood, Broughton Bluff near Troutdale and Horsethief Butte in the Columbia River Gorge. Also note that Beacon Rock is very close to Portland.

BC spoils its climbing community with places such as Squamish, located about 40 miles north of Vancouver. Featuring high-quality granite often compared with Yosemite’s, this destination boasts more than 200 diverse routes including the Chief, a 2000ft-high granite dome with world-class multipitches.

Fleming Beach, Mt Wells, Mt MacDonald, East Sooke Park and Strathcona Provincial Park are all good climbing destinations on Vancouver Island.


BAGGING THOSE PEAKS

The Cascade volcanoes and jutting spires in Oregon, Washington and BC present climbers with an unprecedented number of choices, from easier day-long up-and-backs to multiday technical challenges.

Inexperienced climbers should seek out guide services, as bagging these peaks can be a hazardous proposition. Professional guide companies include American Alpine Institute in Washington, Timberline Mountain Guides in Oregon and Canada West Mountain School in BC.

Oregon’s Mazamas is a nonprofit mountaineering organization that offers hikes and climbs for both members and nonmembers. In BC, the BC Mountaineering Club (www.bcmc.ca) also offers climbs, courses and programs for members and nonmembers.






Cycling & Mountain Biking

A cyclist could hardly ask for more than the Pacific Northwest has to offer. Big cities including Seattle, Portland and Vancouver are some of the most bike-friendly on earth, offering safe bike lanes, a supportive bike network, and endless shops for parts and advice. Even smaller cities such as Olympia, Eugene and Victoria (which even has a cycling festival) are well known for their bike culture.

Outside the urban centers, there are diverse and spectacular cycling opportunities on the coast, in high deserts, through lush rainforest and up alpine mountains. Many ski resorts turn into mountain-biking destinations in summer; Whistler has an especially amazing trail system. And the bike-touring possibilities in the region are nearly limitless.

Local shops are great resources for route and back-road suggestions, and visitor centers will have local route maps.


BIKE TOURS

A good way to start planning your tour is by deciding your vacation objectives and then building an itinerary around them. Go kayaking in the San Juans and have high tea in Victoria, but arrive by bicycle. Visit the Rose Garden in Portland then windsurf in the Gorge, but transport yourself by cycling the gorgeous landscape in between. The advantages are many: intimate experiences with the environment, staying in shape, rubbing elbows with the locals and traveling in an ecofriendly way. Maybe it seems intimidating, but once you get the hang of it, it’s surprisingly pleasant and often addictive. You can choose to go fully loaded with camping equipment, or take it ‘easy’ and pedal from hotel to hotel.

Check www.bikingbis.com for a current local perspective. Cycling Sojourner (www.cyclingsojourner.com), a pair of guides to multiday cycling trips in Oregon and Washington by Ellee Thalheimer, is another recommended resource. Don’t want to deal with the logistics? Try a tour company such as Bicycle Adventures ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-443-6060; www.bicycleadventures.com), which covers Oregon, Washington and British Columbia among other places.




Washington

You can have an unparalleled multiday cycling experience in the San Juan Islands that incorporates kayaking and hiking. Lopez Island is known for its flat terrain and bike friendliness, but all the islands are worth a pedal. If you’re cycling with kids, head to Bainbridge or Vashon Islands. For a challenge, cycle the scenic loop around Mt Rainier.

The Yakima Valley offers picturesque wine country, while Lake Chelan also has vineyards – but is more of a mountain-biking spot. In eastern Washington, go to Moses Lake for the loop around Potholes Reservoir.


Near Mt St Helens, the Plains of Abraham/Ape Canyon Trail and the Lewis River Trail provide top-notch mountain biking in staggering Cascade scenery. The Wenatchee Lake and Leavenworth areas also attract riders; here you’ll find Devil’s Gulch, which boasts the smoothest, fastest singletrack in the state.

Closer to Seattle is easy Rattlesnake Lake, along with more challenging trails such as Black Diamond Coal Mine and Tiger Mountain’s Poo Poo Point. Expert mountain-bike riders should head to Galbraith Mountain and Phillip Arnold Park.




Oregon

The Historic Columbia River Hwy and mellow Sauvie Island loop are two classic rides near Portland. Around the Cascade Range there are magnificent cycling destinations: the Cascade Lakes Hwy (Hwy 46) is stunningly beautiful, as is the Diamond Lake to Crater Lake challenge. On the coast, Three Capes Dr near Tillamook has brilliant scenery and burly climbs. In the remote northeast, Hells Canyon Scenic Byway weaves more than 200 miles through dramatic landscape, and you can take sidetrips along the Snake River.

For mountain biking near Portland there’s Forest Park’s Leif Erikson Dr, Powell Butte and Hagg Lake. Mt Hood’s Surveyor’s Ridge Trail has tremendous scenery (and makes you work for it), while Sandy Ridge is a relatively new and amazing trail system. Post Canyon (near Hood River) has gnarly freeriding with big jumps and extensive wood features.

Oakridge, east of Eugene, has premier mountain biking. Mountain Bike Oregon (www.mtboregon.com) is a well-known, three-day mountain-biking festival that happens twice in summer. The McKenzie River Trail is some of the best singletrack trail in Oregon; it takes you past scenic lakes, streams, waterfalls and lava fields.

Bend is the unofficial mountain-bike capital of the state, with ecosystems such as alpine forests and high desert canyons. Fine trails here include the Deschutes River, Phil’s and Riverside.
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British Columbia

This whole region is full of roads begging to be cycled. Vancouver Island’s Saanich Peninsula is definitely a highlight, as are the rolling hills and pastoral scenery of the Cowichan Valley wine country. For short island rides with picturesque seascapes, take a couple of days and hop around the Gulf Islands. Right in Vancouver, both tourists and local cyclists frequent the beautiful 1000-acre Stanley Park – especially its 5.5-mile Seawall Trail.

Mountain biking is everywhere in BC, both freeriding and cross-country. Rossland has some of the best technical rides in the region. Whistler, Squamish and Nelson are famous for their diverse, world-class mountain trails, while North Vancouver, Sun Peaks and the Sunshine Coast have extensive trail systems.






Skiing & Snowboarding

A legion of mountainsides dusted with prime powder translates into top-drawer skiing and snowboarding in the Northwest. Add a down-to-earth, casual and family-friendly regional vibe – without the pretensions of many uber-fancy resorts (except for perhaps Whistler) – and you’re sure to have a great, laid-back time on the slopes.

The peak season runs from about December to March, with shoulder seasons offering fewer crowds and the possibility of discount tickets. On Mt Hood you can ski any month of the year; it’s the only resort in the US that offers year-round skiing (though it’s closed for maintenance for two weeks around Labor Day in September). If you want to avoid waiting in long lines, go midweek.

Backcountry skiing is very popular in the Pacific Northwest. Obviously, you will need to be skilled in backcountry travel, know how to ski out of an avalanche and be trained in wilderness first aid (and carry a kit). A couple of books with great information are Backcountry Ski! Oregon by Christopher Van Tilburg and Backcountry Ski! Washington by Seabury Blair Jr. Local mountain shops should have recommendations on where to go, based on the latest weather conditions.

If you’re willing to take the financial plunge, there’s also heli-skiing/boarding. The North Cascade mountains are the place to go in Washington, and there’s a wide variety in BC. Check out www.heliskiguide.com.
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Cross-Country Skiing & Snowshoeing

In the Pacific Northwest, snowy winters make for a diversity of wonderlands to explore on cross-country skis or snowshoes. And these sports are easy, accessible and appealing to almost anyone. You can tool around groomed trails for a couple of hours or head off on multiday backcountry adventures. Renting equipment is affordable but not always available on-site, so you may need to snag your gear before reaching your destination. Mountain-sport shops and ranger stations are great sources of local information.


Washington’s premier destination is the Methow Valley, the second-largest cross-country skiing area in the USA, boasting around 120 miles of groomed trails. You can also break trail through alpine meadows and evergreens in Olympic National Park, while the Mt Baker area offers many spectacular jaunts, with especially good trails around Silver Fir campground and at Heather Meadows. Meanwhile, Wenatchee National Forest holds some prime trails with mountain vistas, ice caves, ancient forests and solitude.

Oregon’s Mt Hood area has fantastic spots including Teacup Lake, Trillium Lake and White River Canyon, all with great views of the mountain. Around Bend there’s Mt Bachelor, a world-class Nordic center with extensive groomed trails, and Dutchman Flat, offering panoramas of the surrounding peaks. Further south you can ski around serene Odell Lake and through pristine snow along the rim of Crater Lake, which is gorgeous in winter – and devoid of crowds. And in eastern Oregon, near Baker City, is the Anthony Lakes Mountain Resort.

In BC, cross-country skiing and snowshoeing are hugely popular, and there are endless possibilities all over the region. Vancouver has three ski areas less than 30 minutes from downtown, with Grouse Mountain especially popular. Ski resorts such as Big White and Whistler have tremendous trail systems.


SEA OR LAKE KAYAKING

To kayakers, the Pacific Northwest is an oasis, offering intricate and protected waterways, abundant marine life, coastal splendor, campsite access, alpine lakes and plentiful public parks. Sea or lake kayaking is more relaxed than white-water kayaking, inspiring quiet exploration of the natural world rather than rampaging through it with a big dose of adrenaline.

On a calm lake or estuary you can usually paddle around knowing just the basic safety fundamentals, but paddling on the ocean requires some technical knowledge and close attention to tides and currents. In temperate regions, sea kayaking can be a year-round activity, but summer is really when sea kayakers luxuriate in their sport.

In Washington there is world-class kayaking on the Olympic Peninsula, in the San Juan Islands and in Puget Sound; avid sea kayakers shouldn’t miss the stunning Cascadia Marine Trail. In BC, the Pacific Rim National Park Reserve’s Broken Group Islands are kayaking heaven, but there are also great spots in the Southern Gulf Islands and around Victoria and Tofino. Oregon has plenty of coastal bays and inland lakes to explore, along with excellent rivers including the McKenzie, Deschutes and North Umpqua.

Nearly all outdoorsy towns and cities near large bodies of water have kayaking outfitters; tours and renting gear are both possible.






White-Water Rafting & Kayaking

Water gushes down from ice-capped volcanoes and spires in the Pacific Northwest, creating a playland for white-water enthusiasts. The region’s diversity of world-class river landscapes is amazing; there’s high desert, steep canyons and old-growth forest. White-water crazies run rivers year-round, but most people come out from May until September. Whether you spend half a day playing on a stream or embark deep into the wilderness on multiday trips, there is a river for you.

Washington’s rivers are prime. The Upper Skagit River has great rafting opportunities, along with a chance to spot bald eagles. The Klickitat flows through remote wilderness canyons, while the Tieton boasts the state’s fastest white water. The White Salmon River is known for its smorgasbord of rapids and for hosting competitions for the extreme white-water elite. And let’s not forget the Wenatchee and the Skykomish – both roaring, popular rivers – while the Hoh and Elwha offer milder, scenic adventures.

There are worthy rivers relatively close to Portland, such as the Clackamas and North Santiam (a locally known jewel). The Deschutes is another river very popular with Portlanders, and often boasts sunny, warm weather. The Rogue is a classic – a premier run protected by Congress and offering beauty, wildlife, history and amazing rapids. Other excellent rafting rivers include the North Umpqua (great forest scenery), John Day (longest free-flowing river in Oregon), McKenzie (with great hot springs and fishing nearby) and the Owyhee (in a remote but stunningly beautiful canyon).


On Vancouver Island, you can live it up rafting the varied waters of the Campbell, Cowichan, Nimpkish and Gold Rivers. Conveniently located near Vancouver is the Capilano, or travel about 1½ hours away for the Chilliwack River.
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Cascadia Marine Trail

If you’re an avid sea kayaker, don’t miss the Cascadia Marine Trail, one of the best places in North America to sea kayak. This 160-mile inland sea trail stretches along a protected marine corridor from Olympia to the Canadian border. Along the way, over 50 campgrounds at state and county parks make convenient stopovers every few miles, giving paddlers the opportunity to plan limitless itineraries throughout Puget Sound. A few of these campsites require reservations and/or impose a modest fee, but others are free.

For more information and planning resources, contact the Washington Water Trails Association.






Windsurfing & Kiteboarding

The Columbia River Gorge, which runs along the Oregon and Washington border, is the gusty superstar of wind sports in the Pacific Northwest. Unlike any other river in the US, you can windsurf or kiteboard with the eastbound winds and float back on the westbound current. People pilgrimage to Oregon’s Hood River (ground zero for these activities) from all over the world to take on the gorge’s famously strong and consistent winds. Check them at http://thegorgeismygym.com.

There are other first-class wind-sport sites, especially on the Oregon coast. These include the South Jetty at Fort Stevens State Park (in Astoria), Floras Lake (outside Port Orford) and Pistol River State Park (between Gold Beach and Brookings); the last hosts the Pistol River Wave Bash, a windsurfing competition in June. Sauvie Island, near Portland, is a great place to learn.

In Washington, Jetty Island in the Seattle area has world-class kiteboarding and is one of the top places for beginners, as is Lake Washington. Other outstanding places are Lake Wenatchee and Bellingham Bay.

The beaches of Kitsilano in Vancouver are popular launching points for urban windsurfers, while breezy Squamish Spit, 40 miles north, is BC’s favorite spot to catch some kiteboarding wind. Tofino, on Vancouver Island’s west coast, is the province’s surf central, with dozens of operators (best for advanced kiteboarders).




Fishing

The waterways of Washington’s Olympic Peninsula, such as the Hoh, Queets and Elwha, are regarded as some of the best salmon rivers in the world. North of Seattle, the Sauk and Skagit Rivers are famous for winter steelhead. Saltwater fishing in Westport, Ilwaco and Puget Sound is revered by anglers.

Oregon’s Deschutes River near Bend is famous for its trout and steelhead. Close to Roseburg, the North Umpqua – with 33 miles of river set aside for fishing – is touted for summer steelhead and smallmouth bass, along with its fall salmon runs. Other steelhead rivers are the Rogue, Sandy and Clackamas, while the McKenzie is home to trout and salmon. The John Day is great for smallmouth bass, and the mighty Columbia is hard to beat for its salmon and sturgeon.

On the coast, Tillamook Bay is a prime spot for salmon because several large runs converge here. For offshore adventure, there are seasonal opportunities for albacore tuna and halibut, as well as year-round fishing for rockfish and lingcod.

BC’s Thompson and Skeena Rivers have made names for themselves with their plentiful salmon and steelhead. Near Vancouver, the Pitt River is known for its trout varieties. Over on the Sunshine Coast, the fruitful lakes and inlets are popular with anglers.


For state information on fish and fishing in Washington, Oregon and British Columbia, see www.dfw.state.or.us, www.dfw.wa.gov and www.env.gov.bc.ca/fw.




Whale-Watching

The Pacific Northwest is one of the world’s premier spots for whale-watching. Since the shoreline is so long, if you want to see whales at their peak, pick a particular coastal spot – then find out when most whales will be passing through.

Although whales can be seen with the naked eye, it’s best to have a good pair of binoculars. After seeing a blow, watch for glimpses of the whale’s head, knuckled back and flukes (tail). A whale’s rhythmic breathing and diving usually follow a pattern of three to five short, shallow dives spread a minute or two apart, followed by one deep dive (called a ‘sounding’) lasting five minutes or more. A tail that breaks the surface usually indicates a sounding – the whale should reappear 300yd to 400yd from where it was last sighted. If you’re lucky, you might even witness a breach, where the whale propels nearly its whole body out of the water!


Washington

You can spot gray and humpback whales from Washington’s coastline, especially from Long Beach (near the Oregon border), Westport and Ozette. The most famous kind of whale in this state, however, is the killer whale, or orca.

About 75 resident orcas in several pods live year-round in the Puget Sound and San Juan Islands area, feeding on the plentiful fish. The San Juan Islands in particular are the best place for spotting orcas, since they often swim close to shore. You can take boat tours from the islands or spot them from land – Lime Kiln Point State Park on San Juan Island is an especially good place. And while you’re here, be sure to visit the Whale Museum in Friday Harbor.

The best time to spot orcas is from April to September; numerous charter companies run cruises from the San Juans, Puget Sound and Seattle. You might be able to spot orcas from a ferry too.

Out on the coast, any orcas you might see are part of transient pods that can roam from Alaska to California. These killer whales don’t interact with resident pods, and their diet includes seals, sea lions and even small whales.




Oregon

The high capes and headlands of the Oregon coast are excellent vantage points to watch for gray whales. Gray and humpback whales have the longest migrations of any mammal in the world: more than 5000 miles from the Arctic to Mexico, and back again. There are both spring and fall migrations; the springtime journey, which peaks in late March, brings the whales closer to shore, while the winter peak is in late December. Favorite whale-watching spots include Cape Arago, Cape Blanco, Cape Perpetua, Cape Meares, Cape Lookout, Ecola State Park, Shore Acres State Park and Yaquina Head Outstanding Natural Area.

Depoe Bay and Newport are especially dedicated to the activity, and here you’ll find several tour-boat companies willing to take you out. An organization called Whale Watching Spoken Here (www.whalespoken.wordpress.com) rallies hundreds of trained volunteers to assist visitors in spotting whales at various sites all along the Oregon coast. Check the website for details. And be sure to drop into their Whale Watching Center in Depoe Bay, offering exhibits and sea views.




British Columbia

Tofino and Ucluelet – the communities surrounding Pacific Rim National Park Reserve on Vancouver Island – have an estimated 20,000 whales passing through. You’re likely to spot a few blowholes around here from March to May.

Another good place on land to try spotting whales is Telegraph Cove, where orcas can often be seen; visit the Whale Interpretive Centre ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-928-3129; www.killerwhalecentre.org; by donation adult/child $5/3; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9:30am-5:30pm mid-May–Oct) here. If you’d rather go for a super close-up, however, there are several boat-tour companies in Victoria.











Plan Your Trip

Family Travel


From aquariums teeming with sea critters to real-life cowboys, the Pacific Northwest will spark any child’s imagination. Whether you head to the coast, the mountains or rolling farmland, you’ll be greeted with kindness and patience – this is a culture that loves kids and knows how to treat families right.




Keeping Costs Down

Kids often get discounts on motel stays, museum admissions and restaurant meals; the definition of child, however, can vary from age zero to 18 years. For all-round information and advice, check out Lonely Planet’s Travel with Children.


Eating

Supermarkets have a great choice of baby food, infant formula, soy and cow’s milk, disposable diapers (nappies) and other necessities. In urban areas you’ll find all manner of organic and dietary-restricted kids’ food in restaurants and markets.




Toilets

Diaper-changing stations can be found in many public toilets, including inside the multitude of rest areas along highways and interstates.




Sitters

Online services including www.sittercity.com and www.care.com can help you find a babysitter.




Travel Documents

When crossing the border from the US into Canada, be sure to bring birth certificates or passports for each child; if a child enters the country with only one parent, she or he must have a letter from the other parent saying it’s OK for the child to enter Canada.





Children Will Love…


History & Science

San Juan Island National Historical Park, Washington Lots of wide-open spaces holding edifices from a little-known near-war set off by a pig.

Lewis & Clark National Historical Park, Oregon Learn about this great voyage near its terminus at the mouth of the Columbia River.

Champoeg State Heritage Area, Oregon A once pioneer town now with a fun museum and lovely park.

Fort Langley, BC, Canada A fascinating, historic trapping post with original and reconstructed sites to visit.

Britannia Mine Museum, BC, Canada Ride a train and visit the underground mine.




Museums

Pacific Science Center, Seattle Huge complex that includes a butterfly house, planetarium and two IMAX theaters.

Hands On Children’s Museum, Olympia, Washington Great for younger kids, over 150 hands-on exhibits here – from building and role-playing to water and climbing – are the perfect way to spend a rainy day.

Oregon Museum of Science & Industry, Portland So much to see and learn, from voyages inside the body to physics experiments and an IMAX theater.


Science World, Vancouver A mirror maze, virtual reality adventures and science shows are just part of the fun.
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Theme & Water Parks

Riverfront Park, Spokane, Washington Public park plus a carrousel, gondola ride, IMAX theater and more; don’t miss the giant Radio Flyer Wagon.

Enchanted Forest, Oregon Large theme park with lots of rides, a haunted house, themed towns with activities, live music and more.

Evergreen Wings & Waves Waterpark, Oregon Year-round, indoor park with tons of slides. It’s attached to an aviation museum – you can slide out of a Boeing 747!

Slidewaters Water Park, Washington Variety of slides plus a floating river and hot tubs.






Region by Region

The Pacific Northwest – from the sun, sand and surf along the coast to the snow-covered slopes further inland – is a fun and exciting destination for families. Kids will love exploring the many child-oriented museums, amusement parks, zoos and animal safaris. National and state parks often organize family-friendly exhibitions or activities, and whale-watching can be a big hit. There are also plenty of kid-friendly hotels, restaurants, shops, playgrounds and even skateboard parks in the region. Finding things to do with your kids won’t be a problem, but dragging them away from all that fun might be.


Seattle

Kids will love the Pacific Science Center, Children’s Museum, Seattle Aquarium, Woodland Park Zoo and Pike Place Market. Nearby, Tacoma’s Point Defiance Zoo & Aquarium boasts sharks and elephants.




Portland

Frolicking fountains, the world-class Oregon Zoo and hands-on museums, including the Children’s Museum and World Forestry Center.




Oregon Coast

Miles of beaches, plus the Oregon Coast Aquarium in Newport, the less flashy Seaside Aquarium and Port Orford’s dinosaur-filled Prehistoric Gardens.




Vancouver, Whistler & Vancouver Island

Vancouver highlights are Stanley Park, the Vancouver Aquarium and Granville Island’s Kids Market. And what could be better than BC’s Victoria Bug Zoo, home to millipedes and tarantulas?






Good to Know

Look out for the [image: icon-familygif]c icon for family-friendly suggestions throughout this guide.


What to Pack

ARaingear and galoshes – important gear for the drizzly Pacific Northwest.

AExtra dry socks – whether you’re camping or hiking, it’s good to prepare for wet feet.

AExtra water and towels – muddy hikes and sandy beaches can make car rides messy.

ABinoculars for wildlife viewing – the region is filled with cool birds and other animals.

AOutdoor toys – kites, Frisbees and beach things.

AWater gear – swimsuits, sunblock, safety vests and waterproof sandals.

ABicycle helmets – smaller-sized helmets can be hard to come by at rental stores.






Useful Resources

Lonely Planet Kids (www.lonelyplanetkids.com) Loads of activities and great family-travel blog content.

My Family Travel Map: North America (shop.lonelyplanet.com) Unfolds into a colorful and detailed poster for kids to personalize with stickers to mark their family’s travels. Ages five to eight.

Cascadia Kids (www.cascadiakids.com) Family travel blog covering Oregon, Washington and BC.
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Regions at a Glance


The Pacific Northwest boasts everything from crashing surf along the Oregon coast, the Olympic Peninsula and Vancouver Island, to the scenic peaks of Mt Rainier, Washington, and Mt Hood, Oregon. This creates a varied outdoor playground for hikers, climbers, campers and skiers. And the rich agricultural lands – vineyards from Southern Oregon to British Columbia, apples in Wenatchee, Washington, and Oregon’s Fruit Loop, and berries everywhere – offer an array of year-round seasonal produce, which inspires local chefs, winemakers and beer brewers.

     Seattle, Portland and Vancouver are also shaped by the natural world, with parks and outdoor sculpture gardens. But indoor culture rivals any outdoor fun, especially during winter; think coffee bars, brewpubs, art museums, theater, music, great restaurants, and more-unusual activities such as indoor soccer and vintage roller rinks.





Regions at a Glance
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Seattle


Bars & Pubs

You will find a mixture of cocktail bars, dance clubs and live music on Capitol Hill. From funky to upscale, these watering holes serve up local craft brews and cocktails to the thirsty. And the once-home-to-grunge city won’t disappoint lovers of live music.




Seafood

Few cities are so intertwined with the ocean’s bounty. If Seattle’s waterfront isn’t proof enough, head to Pike Place Market for its slippery ‘flying’ fish show. Then pick a nearby restaurant to taste the seasonal oysters and catch of the day.




Visual Expression

Begin to understand the city’s fascination with art at Olympic Sculpture Park, then visit the Seattle Art Museum, the Asian Art Museum and the absolutely stunning Chihuly Garden & Glass exhibit.






Regions at a Glance
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Northwestern Washington & the San Juan Islands


Whale-Watching

Whales frequently populate waters near the coastline and around these islands. From Lime Kiln Point State Park on San Juan Island, scan the horizon for signs of that telltale blow – or pop into the Whale Museum in Friday Harbor to learn more about orcas.




Island-Hop on Two Wheels

Bicycles rule the landscape of the San Juans. Island-hop with your two-wheeler to enjoy rolling paved roads that reveal stunning vistas overlooking the sea. Don’t forget to detour at coffee shops and juice bars for fuel.




Sparkling San Juans

Heavy rains make this a lush place, with fir-covered islands and green mountain foothills. But the sparkling sea provides the most impressive backdrop, especially on the jewel-like San Juan Islands.
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Olympic Peninsula & Washington Coast


Hike the Olympic National Park

Declared a national park in 1938, the 1406-sq-mile Olympic National Park holds some of the country’s most pristine forests. Hikers, cyclists, fisherfolk and campers flock here to see wildlife and enjoy trails, rivers and lakes.




Coastal Bliss

Washington’s coastline stretches from Ocean Shores to the edge of the Columbia River, offering hundreds of miles of smooth kite-flying areas, sandy dunes and crashing surf. Don’t miss local oyster farms, which can supply a feast on the half shell.




Historic Accommodations

After a full day of outdoor exploring, settle into a bed at Lake Crescent Lodge or Lake Quinault Lodge – both are historic national-park lodges full of character. And don’t forget Kalaloch Lodge, spectacularly located on a bluff overlooking the Pacific.
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Washington Cascades


Hike a Volcano

Five potentially lethal volcanoes punctuate the Washington Cascades – and showed their potential in May 1980, when Mt St Helens erupted with devastating consequences. Visit the trails or crevasse-covered glaciers traversing their flanks.




Rewarding Roads

Roads here wind between wilderness areas and two national parks, creating the ideal conditions for a road trip. Enjoy the views of glacier-draped peaks and the rolling ridges of the Cascades, making scenic memories that will last a lifetime.




Summit Mt Rainier

All levels of mountaineers bag peaks in these parts, although Mt Rainier rules as the most challenging summit. Even so, beginners can hire experienced guides and make the ascent during the wee hours of the morning.
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Central & Eastern Washington


Taste Wine in Walla Walla

The parched desert hills of southeastern Washington are producing some stellar grapes, the prima donnas of the state’s burgeoning wine industry. Head to Walla Walla for a high concentration of tasting rooms, wineries and wine-friendly restaurants.




Bavarian Transplant

Dust off your lederhosen and belt out a German drinking song in Leavenworth, Washington’s own Bavarian village. The quirky theme town sits within reach of the picturesque North Cascade peaks, a good place to take a picnic of brats and gingerbread.




Natural Solitude

National forests, tiny ski areas and pockets of alpine splendor offer quiet, off-the-beaten-path spots for great outdoor fun. It’s easy to get way, way out there in this splendid area.
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Portland


Locavore Nation

What happens when young, expressive chefs collide with locally grown produce and meats? Portland’s food scene. Even the food carts here have become outlets for culinary expression, and the city’s top restaurants take Northwest cuisine to new heights.




Human-Powered Movement

With the highest percentage of bicycle commuters in the US, this town celebrates all things bikey through costumed theme rides, races, the Zoobomb, handcrafted-bike shows and a slew of bike-delivery businesses.




Brewpubs & Bars

Countless breweries and brewpubs offer craft beers, while just as many wine bars pour their own wares – and even more coffee shops serve the country’s best java! And did we mention the distillery movement?






Regions at a Glance
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The Willamette Valley & Wine Country


Pinot Production

The valley’s mild summers and long, wet winters foster the delicate, thin-skinned Pinot Noir grape, the most famous variety in these parts. Try various vintages at winery tasting rooms, B&Bs and wine bars, which are popping up even in small towns.




Steaming Soaks

One of Oregon’s best soaks, Bagby Hot Springs, is a few hours’ drive east of Salem. Climb into hollowed-log tubs here or head down the road to the Breitenbush Hot Springs Resort, a rustic, laid-back experience with yoga, massage and vegetarian food.




Small-Scale Lodging

As wine country grows, so do its lodging options, and tiny, well-run B&Bs provide the perfect base for navigating the vines. Look for historic inns, working farms and vineyard homes with tasting areas and cozy rooms for guests.
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Columbia River Gorge


The Mighty Columbia

The massive Columbia River is fed by hundreds of waterfalls, many of which flow year-round. Hike to and around some roaring giants that soak the surrounding mossy forests with a perpetual sprinkling.




Hike Among Wildflowers

The gorge is a prime destination for hikers and backpackers. The well-maintained trails usually come with a gentle crisscross of switchbacks, making any gorge path doable at the right speed. Look for spring wildflowers and fall foliage.




The Fruit Loop

Just outside Hood River, a 35-mile driving loop takes you through dozens of orchards and farms selling everything from lavender and pumpkins to pears and cherries – depending on the season. There are wineries too, and many orchards offer U-pick opportunities.
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Central Oregon & the Oregon Cascades


Steep Slopes

Starting with the glaciers of Mt Hood and stretching down through the Three Sisters Wilderness, some of Oregon’s steepest slopes translate to prime skiing, snowboarding and mountain biking. Resorts outside Bend generally offer fluffier powder than their Mt Hood counterparts.




Lakes & Rivers

While Crater Lake – south toward Ashland – is the best-known lake in the Cascades, you can’t ignore other serene waters. Visit Waldo and Cascade Lakes and waterways such as the Deschutes and Metolius Rivers – prime spots for white-water rafting, kayaking and fishing.




Bend’s Craft Brews

Bend’s brewing scene has exploded. Today, around two dozen breweries (and counting) pump out exceptional beers; stop by the tasting rooms (and maybe ‘hop’ on a tour!) to sample the sudsy creations.
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Oregon Coast


Public Access

Thanks to some serious forward thinking, every inch of Oregon’s 363 coastal miles is public land. Since the early 1900s, the state has created more than 80 parks and recreation areas along this exceptionally beautiful shoreline.




Riding 101

Cyclists everywhere dream of riding this stretch of Hwy 101, a windy road that rises and falls between bluffs and cliffside overlooks. It can get busy with cars and RVs, so nerves of steel are a must.




Storm-Watching

The coast can be a dramatic place, defined by brilliant sunbursts followed by pounding hailstorms, rainbows or lightning. Delight in the drama, especially during the winter months, when empty beaches create the chance to commune with the boastful weather gods.
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Ashland & Southern Oregon


Rising Vines

A warmer, sunnier climate has helped create some of Oregon’s fledgling wine regions. Grapes in the Umpqua and Applegate Valleys, and around Jacksonville, Grants Pass and Medford, are transformed into big reds and oaky whites.




Shakespeare

Any festival that runs for nine months of the year shouldn’t be ignored, but Ashland’s Oregon Shakespeare Festival will grab your attention more for quality than quantity. Top-notch productions, including plays, readings and concerts, honor the Bard and his work.




Sweet Sleeps

Maybe it’s the nearby Shakespeare Festival that inspires such charm, but this region boasts exceptional lodgings, including the landmark Crater Lake Lodge, Wolf Creek Inn (near Grants Pass) and Ashland’s Country Willows B&B.
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Eastern Oregon


Desert Solitude

Hard to reach and bare of national parks or huge attractions, this is the place to slip into forests, mountains and especially deserts – and find peace. You’ll also meet real cowboys and see amazing geologic formations everywhere.




Twisting Trails

Backpackers should spend multiple days in the Eagle Cap Wilderness, while day hikers will find plenty of scenic options in the Wallowa Mountains. Or walk the mellow trails in the colorful John Day Fossil Beds National Monument.




Ancient History

Discovered in the 1860s, the John Day Fossil Beds were laid down between six and 50 million years ago – a span that’s captured everything from dung-beetle balls to the bones of pint-sized horses and saber-toothed, feline-like animals.
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Vancouver, Whistler & Vancouver Island


Olympic Opportunities

Sports-lovers can take advantage of excellent, powdery snowfalls and a long resort season (November to June) at Whistler-Blackcomb, by skiing and boarding famous Olympic race runs and half pipes.




Waterways

The geography here is defined by water – abundant rivers, miles of island inlets and dramatic coastline. Stroll the seawall at Stanley Park or kayak the Sunshine Coast. Then there’s Vancouver Island’s Pacific shoreline, wild and rugged with a wonderfully primordial feel.




Authentic Asian

Rub shoulders with the Asian-language students, immigrants and fanatical foodies who flock to Vancouver’s Asian restaurants. Dim sum, sushi bars and creative Asian fusion…prepare your taste buds for a spicy adventure.
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Seattle
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Why Go?

Welcome to a city that heralds innovation and nature; a city always marching toward the future. To outsiders, Seattle is an industrious creator of macrobrands. But Seattle’s reputation as the town that spawned Amazon and Starbucks won’t give you the full picture of its oddball cultural heritage. It’s also a city of microbusinesses and boundary-pushing grassroots movements (tasting rooms, indie bookstores, vegan ice cream). Crisscross its urban grid and you’ll find all kinds of apparitions: a rocket sticking out of a building; a museum built to resemble a smashed-up electric guitar; a mural made of used chewing gum. Need help acclimating? The city’s legal weed market might help you embrace your own weird side. First time here? Make a beeline for Pike Place Market. Founded in 1907, it quickly demonstrates that you’ve arrived in a city of well-educated palates and wildly experimental chefs willing to try just about anything – as long as it’s local.




When to Go

[image: seattle-cc.jpg]

	Dec–Jun Winter is dreary, but spring brings a few gorgeous days.

	Jul–Sep Dry and sunny; the best time to visit. You’d be wise to book ahead.

	Oct–Nov Early fall is less crowded but with more changeable weather.







Best Places to Eat

A Sitka & Spruce

A La Carta de Oaxaca

A Staple & Fancy

A Heartwood Provisions

A Maneki

A Taco Chukis




Best Places to Stay

A Edgewater

A Hotel Monaco

A Maxwell Hotel

A Fairmont Olympic Hotel






Seattle Highlights
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1 Pike Place Market Seeing, smelling and tasting your way through this icon, from charismatic fish throwers to the sticky-sweet gum wall.

2 Museum of Pop Culture Learning how legends were created, from Jimi Hendrix to Kurt Cobain, and experimenting with your own riffs in the Interactive Sound Lab.

3 Space Needle Going to the top of the Space Needle – just because it’s there.

4 Bainbridge Island ferry Riding this simple commuter ferry into the Puget Sound for a change of scene.

5 Museum of Flight Seeing how Homo sapiens got from the Wright Brothers to Concorde in the space of just 66 years.

6 Fremont Public Sculptures Walking around Seattle’s most irreverent neighborhood in search of its peculiar public art.
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Downtown Seattle


1Top Sights

1Chihuly Garden & GlassA2

2Museum of Pop CultureB2

3Pike Place MarketC5

4Seattle Art MuseumD6

5Space NeedleA2




1Sights

6Children’s MuseumA2

7Frye Art MuseumF6

8Gum WallC5

9Jimi Hendrix StatueG3

10Klondike Gold Rush National Historical ParkE8

11Olympic Sculpture ParkA3

12Pacific Science CenterA3

13Pioneer Square Historical DistrictD7

14Seattle CenterA1

15Seattle Great WheelC6

16Wing Luke Museum of the Asian Pacific American ExperienceF8




2Activities, Courses & Tours

    Bill Speidel’s Underground Tour(see 13)

17Road Dogs Seattle Brewery TourC5

18Seattle Free Walking ToursC5

19Seattle Glassblowing StudioC3




4Sleeping

20Ace HotelB4

21Best Western Pioneer Square HotelD7

22City Hostel SeattleB4

23EdgewaterA4

24Fairmont Olympic HotelD5

25Green Tortoise HostelC5

26HI at the American HotelE8

27Hotel MaxD4

28Hotel MonacoD6

29Hyatt at Olive 8D4

30Maxwell HotelA1

31Moore HotelC4




5Eating

32Beecher’s Handmade CheeseC5

33Café CampagneC5

34FareStart RestaurantD3

35FOB Poke BarB4

36Heartwood ProvisionsD6

37London PlaneD8

    LoPriore Bros Pasta Bar(see 3)

38Lost Lake Cafe & LoungeG4

39MacrinaB4

40ManekiF8

41Nirmal’sD7

    Pike Place Chowder(see 3)

42Pink Door RistoranteC5

43Piroshky PiroshkyC5

44Salumi Artisan Cured MeatsD8

45Seven Stars PepperG8

46Shiro’s Sushi RestaurantB4

    Sitka & Spruce(see 92)

47Steelhead DinerC5

48Szechuan Noodle BowlF8

49TavolàtaB4

50Tilikum Place CafeB3

51Top Pot Hand-Forged DoughnutsC4

52Wild GingerD5




6Drinking & Nightlife

535 Point CaféB3

54Alibi RoomC5

55Ancient GroundsD6

56Bad BishopD7

    Bar Ferdinand(see 88)

57Bookstore BarD6

58Capitol CiderF4

59CC Attle’sF2

60Cloudburst BrewingB5

61Espresso Vivace at BrixG1

62Linda’s TavernF4

63Owl & ThistleD7

64Panama Hotel Tea & Coffee HouseF8

65PonyG4

66R PlaceF4

    Radiator Whiskey(see 3)

67Re-BarE3

68RendezvousB4

69Saké NomiD7

70Seattle Coffee WorksC5

71Shorty’sB4

    Shuckers(see 24)

72Starbucks Reserve Roastery & Tasting RoomE4

    Storyville Coffee(see 3)

73UnicornG4

74Victrola Coffee RoastersE4

75WildroseG4

76Zeitgeist CoffeeE8

77Zig Zag CaféC5




3Entertainment

78A Contemporary TheatreD5

79Benaroya Concert HallD5

80CenturyLink FieldE8

81CrocodileB4

82Dimitriou’s Jazz AlleyC4

83McCaw HallA1

84NeumosG4

    Pacific Northwest Ballet(see 83)

85Seattle Children’s TheaterA2

    Seattle Opera(see 83)

    Seattle Sounders(see 80)

    Seattle Symphony(see 79)

86Triple DoorD5




7Shopping

87BabelandF4

88Chophouse RowG4

89Elliott Bay Book CompanyG4

90Feathered FriendsE3

    Glasswing(see 92)

91Herban LegendsB4

    Left Bank Books(see 3)

    Market Magic(see 3)

92Melrose MarketE4

    Metsker Maps(see 3)

93Moorea SealB3

    Old Seattle Paperworks(see 3)

    Pure Food Fish(see 3)

94REIE2

95RevivalF2

    Truffle Queen(see 3)

96UwajimayaE8








1Sights


1Ballard & Discovery Park


[image: icon-top-choice]oDiscovery ParkPARK
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Hard to beat on a sunny spring day, this former military installation has been transformed into a wild coastal park, laced with walking trails and offering glimpses of the Olympic Mountains across the water. Discovery Park wasn’t inaugurated until 1973 and the American military only left the area in 2012. It’s the largest green space in the city, with 534 acres of forest, meadows, sand dunes and beaches, providing a welcome escape for locals and a vital corridor for wildlife.





Nordic MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-789-5707; www.nordicmuseum.org; 2655 NW Market St, Ballard; adult/child $15/10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Tue, Wed & Fri-Sun, to 8pm Thu; [image: icon-parkgif]p; [image: icon-busgif]g44)


Reason alone to come to Ballard – if the culinary scene and waterside parks weren’t enough – is this delightful surprise of a museum dedicated to Nordic history and culture. In 2018 the museum upgraded in size from its original location in a historic schoolhouse to a newly constructed and fjord-inspired building. Its collections and temporary exhibits (usually an additional $5) represent a hugely accomplished collection of stories, artifacts and other assorted treasures from the recent and distant past.





Hiram M Chittenden LocksCANAL

(3015 NW 54th St, Ballard; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-9pm; [image: icon-busgif]g44) [image: icon-free]F


Seattle shimmers like an impressionist painting on sunny days at the Hiram M Chittenden Locks. Here, the fresh waters of Lake Washington and Lake Union drop 22ft into saltwater Puget Sound. You can stand inches away and watch the boats rise or sink (depending on direction). Construction of the canal and locks began in 1911; today 100,000 boats pass through them annually. You can view fish-ladder activity through underwater glass panels, stroll through botanical gardens and visit a small museum.







1Belltown & Seattle Center
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Reinforcing Seattle’s position as a leading city of the arts, this exquisite exposition of the life and work of dynamic local sculptor Dale Chihuly is possibly the finest collection of curated glass art you’ll ever see. It shows off Chihuly’s creative designs in a suite of interconnected dark and light rooms before depositing you in an airy glass atrium and – finally – a landscaped garden in the shadow of the Space Needle. Glassblowing demonstrations are a highlight.





[image: icon-top-choice]oMuseum of Pop CultureMUSEUM
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The Museum of Pop Culture (formerly EMP, the ‘Experience Music Project’) is an inspired marriage between super-modern architecture and legendary rock-and-roll history that sprang from the imagination (and pocket) of Microsoft co-creator Paul Allen (1953–2018). Inside its avant-garde frame, designed by Canadian architect Frank Gehry, you can tune into the famous sounds of Seattle (with an obvious bias toward Jimi Hendrix and grunge) or attempt to imitate the masters in the Interactive Sound Lab.





[image: icon-top-choice]oSpace NeedleLANDMARK
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This streamlined, modern-before-its-time tower built for the 1962 World’s Fair has been the city’s defining symbol for over 50 years. The needle anchors the complex now called the Seattle Center (map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-684-8582; www.seattlecenter.com) and draws over one million annual visitors to its flying saucer–like observation deck and pricey rotating restaurant.





Olympic Sculpture ParkPARK

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-654-3100; 2901 Western Ave, Belltown; [image: icon-hoursgif]hsunrise-sunset; [image: icon-busgif]g33) [image: icon-free]F


This ingenuous feat of urban planning is an official offshoot of the Seattle Art Museum and bears the same strong eye toward design and curation. There are over 20 sculptures to stop at and admire in this green space that sprawls out over reclaimed urban decay. You can also enjoy them in passing while traversing the park’s winding trails. Views of the Puget Sound and Olympic Peninsula in the background will delight anyone looking for some great pictures for social media.







1Capitol Hill & First Hill


Frye Art MuseumMUSEUM

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-622-9250; www.fryemuseum.org; 704 Terry Ave, First Hill; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-5pm Tue, Wed & Fri-Sun, to 7pm Thu; [image: icon-parkgif]p; [image: icon-tramgif]jFirst Hill Streetcar) [image: icon-free]F


This small museum on First Hill preserves the collection of Charles and Emma Frye. The Fryes collected more than 1000 paintings, mostly 19th- and early-20th-century European and American pieces, and a few Alaskan and Russian artworks. Most of the permanent collection is stuffed into a rather small gallery and comes across as a little ‘busy;’ however, the Frye’s tour de force is its sensitively curated temporary shows, which usually have a much more modern bent.





Seattle Asian Art MuseumMUSEUM

(www.seattleartmuseum.org; 1400 E Prospect St, Capitol Hill; adult/child $14.95/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Wed, Fri & Sun, to 9pm Thu, 9am-5pm Sat; [image: icon-busgif]g10)


In stately Volunteer Park ([image: icon-phonegif]%206-684-4075; 1247 15th Ave E, Capitol Hill; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-10pm; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g10), this outpost of the Seattle Art Museum houses the extensive art collection of Dr Richard Fuller, who donated this late-art-deco gallery to the city in 1932. Spread over one floor and beautifully presented in uncluttered, minimalist rooms, the collection is notable for its Japanese hanging scrolls, some of which date from the 1300s and have been skillfully restored (the restoration process is detailed along with the art). Also of interest are the Indian stone sculptures in the foyer and some remarkably intricate Chinese bronzes dating from around 1600 BC.





Jimi Hendrix StatueMONUMENT

(map Google map; 1600 Broadway E, Capitol Hill; [image: icon-tramgif]jFirst Hill Streetcar)


Psychedelic guitar genius of the late 1960s and Seattle’s favorite son, Jimi Hendrix is captured sunk to his knees in eternal rock-star pose in this bronze sculpture by local artist Daryl Smith, created in 1997 and located at Broadway and E Pine St.







1Downtown, Pike Place & Waterfront
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A cavalcade of noise, smells, personalities, banter and urban theater sprinkled liberally around a spatially challenged waterside strip, Pike Place Market is Seattle in a bottle. In operation since 1907 and still as soulful today as it was on day one, this wonderfully local experience highlights the city for what it really is: all-embracing, eclectic and proudly unique. A 2017 expansion of the market infrastructure added vendor space, weather-protected common areas and extra parking.
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While not comparable with the big guns in New York and Chicago, Seattle Art Museum is no slouch. Always re-curating its art collection with new acquisitions and imported temporary exhibitions, it’s known for its extensive Native American artifacts and work from the local Northwest school, in particular by Mark Tobey (1890–1976). Modern American art is also well represented, and the museum gets some exciting traveling exhibitions.





Gum WallPUBLIC ART

(map Google map; Post Alley, Pike Place; [image: icon-traingif]dUniversity St)


Seattle’s famous gum wall is one of those cultural monuments you can smell before you even see it. The sweet aroma of chewed gum wafts from this strip of Post Alley, which is completely covered in the stuff. It’s a popular selfie spot, and is worth a peek for the sheer magnitude of it alone. It cannot be emphasized enough just how much gum there is!





Seattle Great WheelFERRIS WHEEL

(map Google map; www.seattlegreatwheel.com; 1301 Alaskan Way, Waterfront; adult/child $14/9; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-11pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat Jul-Sep, 11am-10pm Mon-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat, to 10pm Sun rest of year; [image: icon-traingif]dUniversity St)


This 175ft Ferris wheel was installed in June 2012 with 42 gondolas, each capable of carrying eight people on a 12-minute ($14!) ride. The wheel sticks out over the water on Pier 57 and has quickly become synonymous with Seattle’s ever-improving waterfront. It’s the tallest of its type on the West Coast.







1Georgetown & West Seattle
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([image: icon-phonegif]%206-764-5720; www.museumofflight.org; Boeing Field, 9404 E Marginal Way S, Georgetown; adult/child $25/16, 5-9pm 1st Thu of month free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm, to 9pm 1st Thu of month; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g124)


It’s no surprise that the city that spawned Boeing has stumped up with one of the nation’s finest aviation museums, chronicling flight history from Kitty Hawk to the Concorde. It’s a multifarious affair gluing together a broad sweep of flight-related memorabilia in several hangar-sized galleries. The exhibits include some of the most ingenious human-made objects that have defied gravity: menacing V2 rockets, Apollo lunar modules and aerodynamic gliders.





Alki Beach ParkBEACH

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-684-4075; 1702 Alki Ave SW, West Seattle; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4am-11:30pm; [image: icon-busgif]g37)


Alki Beach has an entirely different feel from the rest of Seattle: on a sunny day this 2-mile stretch of sand could be confused for California. There’s a bike path, volleyball courts, and rings for beach fires.







1Green Lake & Fremont


[image: icon-top-choice]oFremont Public SculpturesMONUMENT

(btwn N 34th St, N 36th St, Aurora Ave N & Evanston Ave N, Fremont; [image: icon-busgif]g5) [image: icon-free]F


You don’t need to pay museum entrance fees to see some of the best and most iconic art in the city. Fremont is an art gallery in and of itself, with public sculptures sharing sidewalk space with pedestrians and cyclists throughout the neighborhood. Each of the 10 or so pieces is totally unique and you’ll often find them dressed up for holidays or other special events. Together they represent a window into Fremont’s golden era of counterculture bliss.





[image: icon-top-choice]oWoodland Park ZooZOO
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In Woodland Park, up the hill from Green Lake Park, the Woodland Park Zoo is one of Seattle’s most popular tourist attractions. Consistently rated as one of the top 10 zoos in the country, it was one of the first in the nation to free animals from their restrictive cages in favor of ecosystem enclosures, where animals from similar environments share large spaces designed to replicate their natural surroundings.





Green Lake ParkPARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-684-4075; 7201 E Green Lake Dr N, Green Lake; [image: icon-hoursgif]h24hr; [image: icon-busgif]g62)


A favorite for runners, personal trainers and artistically tattooed sunbathers, scenic Green Lake Park surrounds a small natural lake created by a glacier during the last ice age. The paths that wind around the lake are usually well used by those on foot and wheels of every variety, and make for some of the best people- watching in the city.





Fremont TrollSCULPTURE

(N 36th St & Troll Ave, Fremont; [image: icon-busgif]g62)


The Fremont Troll is an outlandish sculpture that lurks beneath the north end of the Aurora Bridge at N 36th St. The troll’s creators – artists Steve Badanes, Will Martin, Donna Walter and Ross Whitehead – won a competition sponsored by the Fremont Arts Council in 1990. The 18ft-high cement figure snacking on a Volkswagen Beetle is a favorite place for late-night beer drinking.





Gas Works ParkPARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-684-4075; 2101 N Northlake Way, Fremont; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-10pm; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g62)


Urban reclamation has no greater monument in Seattle than Gas Works Park. The beautiful location of the former power station, with stellar views of downtown over Lake Union, sailboats and yachts sliding to and from the shipping canal, induced the city government to convert the former industrial site into a park in 1975.







1Pioneer Square, International District & SoDo


Pioneer Square Historical DistrictAREA

(map Google map; btwn Alaskan Way S, S King St, 5th Ave S, 2nd Ave ext & Columbia St, Pioneer Sq; [image: icon-tramgif]jFirst Hill Streetcar)


Many important architectural heirlooms are concentrated in Pioneer Square, the district that sprang up in the wake of the 1889 Great Fire. Instantly recognizable by its handsome redbrick buildings, the neighborhood’s predominant architectural style is Richardsonian Romanesque, strongly influenced by America’s Chicago School.





Klondike Gold Rush National Historical ParkMUSEUM

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-553-3000; www.nps.gov/klse; 319 2nd Ave S, Pioneer Sq; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm daily Jun-Aug, 10am-5pm Tue-Sun Sep-Feb, 10am-5pm daily Mar-May; [image: icon-tramgif]jFirst Hill Streetcar) [image: icon-free]F


Eloquently run by the US National Park Service, this wonderful museum has exhibits, photos and news clippings from the 1897 Klondike gold rush, when a Seattle-on-steroids acted as a fueling depot for prospectors bound for the Yukon in Canada. Entry would cost $20 anywhere else; in Seattle it’s free!





Wing Luke Museum of the Asian Pacific American ExperienceMUSEUM

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-623-5124; www.wingluke.org; 719 S King St, International District; adult/child $17/12; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Tue-Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]jFirst Hill Streetcar)


The beautiful Wing Luke museum examines Asia Pacific American culture, focusing on prickly issues such as Chinese settlement in the 1880s and Japanese internment camps during WWII. Recent temporary exhibits include ‘A Day in the Life of Bruce Lee.’ There are also art exhibits and a preserved immigrant apartment. Guided tours are available; the first Thursday of the month is free.







1Queen Anne & Lake Union


Lake UnionLAKE

([image: icon-tramgif]jSouth Lake Union Streetcar)


Unifying Seattle’s various bodies of water, freshwater Lake Union was carved by glacial erosion 12,000 years ago. Native American Duwamish tribes once subsisted on its then-isolated shores, but 21st-century Lake Union is backed by densely packed urban neighborhoods and is linked to both Lake Washington and Puget Sound by the Lake Washington Ship Canal.





Museum of History & IndustryMUSEUM

(MOHAI; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-324-1126; www.mohai.org; 860 Terry Ave N, South Lake Union; adult/child under 14yr $19.95/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-tramgif]jSouth Lake Union Streetcar)


Almost everything you need to know about erstwhile Seattle is crammed into the refurbished Museum of History & Industry, the centerpiece of Lake Union Park in the emerging South Lake Union neighborhood. In operation since the early 1950s, and with an astounding archive of over four million objects to draw upon, MOHAI displays its rich stash of historical booty in an impressively repurposed naval armory building. If only school history lessons could’ve been this riveting.







1The CD, Madrona & Madison Park


[image: icon-top-choice]oLangston Hughes Performing Arts CenterHISTORIC BUILDING

(104 17th Ave S, CD)


This Byzantium Revival building began life in 1915 as a synagogue for a congregation of Orthodox Jews. By 1969 the demographics of the neighborhood had changed and the building was reintroduced as the Langston Hughes Performing Arts Center. The nonnprofit LANGSTON organization programs events in the space.





Northwest African American MuseumMUSEUM

(NAAM; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-518-6000; www.naamnw.org; 2300 S Massachusetts St, CD; adult/child, student & senior $7/5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-5pm Wed & Fri-Sun, 11am-7pm Thu; [image: icon-busgif]g7)


Small, concise and culturally valuable, NAAM opened in 2008 after more than 30 years of planning. It occupies the space of an old school, which, until the 1980s, educated a large number of African American children in the Central District. After the school closed, it was occupied for a while by community activists who prevented it from being demolished. Inside, the museum’s main exhibits map the story of black immigration to the Pacific Northwest.





Washington Park ArboretumPARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-543-8800; https://botanicgardens.uw.edu; 2300 Arboretum Drive E, Madison Park; [image: icon-hoursgif]hdawn-dusk; [image: icon-busgif]g11) [image: icon-free]F


This wild and lovely park stretching from Madison Valley up to Union Bay offers a wide variety of gardens, a wetlands nature trail and 200 acres of mature forest threaded by paths. More than 5500 plant species grow within the arboretum’s boundaries. In the spring Azalea Way, a meandering trail that winds through the arboretum, is lined with a giddy array of pink- and orange-flowered azaleas and rhododendrons.







1U District


Burke MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-543-5590; www.burkemuseum.org; 4300 15th Ave NE; adult/child $22/14; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm, to 8pm 1st Thu of month; [image: icon-busgif]g70)


An interesting hybrid museum covering both natural history and indigenous cultures of the Pacific Rim. Inside you’ll find, arguably, Washington’s best natural-history collection, focusing on the geology and evolution of the state. It guards an impressive stash of fossils, including a 20,000-year-old saber-toothed cat. Also not to be missed is an awe-inspiring collection of Kwakwaka’wakw masks from BC.





Suzzallo LibraryLANDMARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-543-0242; www.lib.washington.edu; 4000 15th Ave NE; [image: icon-traingif]dUniversity of Washington)


The architecturally minded will be interested in the University of Washington’s Suzzallo Library. Designed by Carl Gould in 1926, this bibliophile’s dream was inspired by Henry Suzzallo, UW’s president at the time. Suzzallo wanted it to look like a cathedral, because ‘the library is the soul of the university.’ Unfortunately for him, his bosses disagreed; on reviewing the building, they deemed it too expensive and fired Suzzallo for his extravagance.





Henry Art GalleryMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-543 2280; www.henryart.org; cnr 15th Ave NE & NE 41st St; adult/senior $10/6, Thu free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-4pm Wed & Fri-Sun, 11am-9pm Thu; [image: icon-busgif]g70)


Approaching 90 years of age, the Henry is Seattle’s modern-art masterpiece. Set in a sophisticated space on the University of Washington campus, it revolves around a remarkable permanent exhibit created in 2003 by light-manipulating sculptor James Turrell. Backing it up is a full revolving program of high-quality temporary and touring collections.





SEATTLE FOR CHILDREN

Take it easy, overworked parent. Seattle will entertain, pacify and often educate your energetic kid(s) without their even realizing it. Some of the attractions are obvious – a children’s theater and a zoo. Others are more serendipitous: don’t miss the pinball museum or the exciting urban theater of Pike Place Market.

The Seattle Center has the most concentrated stash of kid-friendly activities, including the professional Seattle Children’s Theater (map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-441-3322; www.sct.org; 201 Thomas St, Seattle Center; tickets from $25; [image: icon-hoursgif]hThu-Sun Sep-May; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-subwaygif]bSeattle Center) and the Children’s Museum (map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-441-1768; www.thechildrensmuseum.org; 305 Harrison St, Seattle Center; $12; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Tue-Sun; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-subwaygif]bSeattle Center). In the summer, balloon-twisters, singers and dancers entertain the crowds alfresco.

Aside from the interesting and educational permanent displays, the Pacific Science Center (map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-443-2001; www.pacificsciencecenter.org; 200 2nd Ave N, Seattle Center; adult/child $26/18; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Mon-Fri, to 6pm Sat & Sun; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-subwaygif]bSeattle Center) has some excellent touring exhibits. Past shows have included Harry Potter movie memorabilia and King Tutankhamun’s jewels. In the Museum of Pop Culture you could fill an afternoon in the Sound Lab, where adults and kids can requisition drum kits, guitars and keyboards, and even form their own band for the special ‘On Stage’ feature. The elevator ride in the Space Needle is an adventure and there are plenty of things to press at the top.








2Activities


First Thursday Art WalkWALKING

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-667-0687; www.firstthursdayseattle.com; Occidental Park, Pioneer Sq; [image: icon-hoursgif]hhours vary by venue)


This claims to be the oldest art walk in the nation and a creative pathfinder for all that followed. Aside from gluing together Pioneer Square’s network of 50-plus galleries, the walk is a good excuse to admire creative public sculpture, browse an array of stalls set up in Occidental Park, and get to know the neighborhood and its people.





Agua Verde Paddle ClubKAYAKING

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-545-8570; www.aguaverde.com; 1303 NE Boat St; single kayak/double kayaks/SUPs per hour $20/26/23; [image: icon-hoursgif]hhours vary Mar-Oct; [image: icon-busgif]g70)


On Portage Bay, near the university, you can rent kayaks from this friendly place right at the edge of the water. When you get back from your paddle, be sure to visit the cafe (www.aguaverdecafe.com; 3 tacos $12.50-15.50; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7:30am-9pm Mon-Fri, 9am-9pm Sat, 9am-8pm Sun) upstairs to eat fish tacos on the covered deck.





Recycled CyclesCYCLING

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-547-4491; www.recycledcycles.com; 1007 NE Boat St; rental per day from $40; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-7pm Mon-Fri, to 6pm Sat & Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g70)


Rent bikes here and hit the nearby Burke-Gilman Trail to explore as far as Fremont, Ballard and Discovery Park without touching road. Kids’ chariots and trail-a-bikes are also available ($20 per day); reserve in summer.







CCourses


Seattle Glassblowing StudioARTS & CRAFTS

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-448-2181; www.seattleglassblowing.com; 2227 5th Ave, Belltown; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm Mon-Sat, from 10am Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g13)


If Dale Chihuly’s decadent chandeliers have inspired you, try creating your own modest glass art at this blow-your-own studio a few blocks from the master’s museum. One-day sessions cost $65 to $395. Alternatively, you can just watch the fascinating process from the on-site cafe, which has a viewing window overlooking the workshop.







TTours


[image: icon-top-choice]oSeattle Free Walking ToursWALKING

(map Google map; www.seattlefreewalkingtours.org; 2001 Western Ave, Pike Place) [image: icon-free]F


A nonprofit tour company that does an intimate two-hour walk taking in Pike Place, the waterfront and Pioneer Square, among other tours. Each tour is ‘pay what you can,’ and the company notes that comparable walking tours run around $20. Reserve online.





[image: icon-top-choice]oWestland DistilleryDISTILLERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-767-7250; www.westlanddistillery.com; 2931 1st Ave S, SoDo; tour $17.34; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-7pm Tue-Thu, 11am-8pm Fri & Sat, noon-6pm Sun, tours noon-4pm Wed-Sat; [image: icon-busgif]g50)


On a drizzly day in Puget Sound, the damp essence of Seattle isn’t a million miles from the Western Isles of Scotland, a comparison that hasn’t been lost on the whiskey-makers of Westland, arguably one of Seattle’s finest distilleries. From its plush tasting room and factory in SoDo, this company is breaking seals on some already legendary microdistilled single malt.





Road Dogs Seattle Brewery TourTOURS

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-249-9858; www.seattlebrewerytour.com; 1427 Western Ave, Pike Place; tours $79; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10:30am, 2:30pm & 6pm Sun-Fri, 10:30am, 2:30pm & 6:30pm Fri & Sat)


Road Dogs’ popular three-hour Seattle Brewery tour takes in three breweries from a list of 25, from long-established microbreweries to nascent nano-businesses. To allow you to safely sup samples en route, you’ll be picked up and whisked around in a minibus driven by a beer expert/driver.





Bill Speidel’s Underground TourWALKING

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-682-4646; www.undergroundtour.com; 608 1st Ave, Pioneer Sq; adult/senior/child $22/20/10; [image: icon-hoursgif]hdeparts every hour 10am-6pm Oct-Mar, 9am-7pm Apr-Sep; [image: icon-traingif]dPioneer Sq)


This cleverly conceived tour of Seattle’s historic ‘underground’ – the part of the city that got buried by landfill in the 1890s – benefits from its guides, who are excellent, using wit and animation to relate Seattle’s unusual early history.





ON THE WATER

Seeing Seattle from the water is a surefire way to fall in love with the city. A number of places rent kayaks and canoes, or you can arrange a guided tour through the Northwest Outdoor Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%206-281-9694; www.nwoc.com; 2100 Westlake Ave N, Lake Union; rental per hour kayak/SUP $18/20; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-8pm Mon-Fri, 9am-6pm Sat & Sun Apr-Sep, closed Mon & Tue Oct-Mar; [image: icon-busgif]g62), the Agua Verde Paddle Club or the Moss Bay Rowing & Kayak Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%206-682-2031; www.mossbay.net; 1001 Fairview Ave N, Lake Union; rental per hour kayak/paddleboard $15/16; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-8pm summer, 10am-5pm Thu-Mon winter; [image: icon-tramgif]jSouth Lake Union Streetcar). The Center for Wooden Boats ([image: icon-phonegif]%206-382-2628; www.cwb.org; 1010 Valley St, Lake Union; sailboat/rowboat/kayak rental per hour $40/40/35; [image: icon-hoursgif]hmuseum 10am-8pm Tue-Sun, rentals from 1pm; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-tramgif]jSouth Lake Union Streetcar) on Lake Union offers sailing lessons, sailboat rentals and free 45-minute sailboat rides every Sunday morning (first come, first served).

The calmest, safest places to launch are Green Lake, Lake Union or near the water-taxi dock in Seacrest Park in West Seattle. If you’re not confident, take a lesson. Several of the rental companies in Green Lake, Westlake (Lake Union) and the U District offer instruction from around $70 per hour.

Seattle’s chilly waters are good for diving, with regular sightings of octopus, huge ling cod, cabezon, cathedral-like white anemones and giant sea stars. Most of the area’s best dive sites are outside of Seattle, in sheltered coves and bays up and down the coast. Popular spots include Alki Cove, on the eastern side of Alki Point; Saltwater State Park, south of Seattle in Des Moines; and Edmonds Underwater Park near the Edmonds Ferry Dock, north of Seattle.






zFestivals & Events


[image: icon-top-choice]oSeattle International Film FestivalFILM

(SIFF; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-464-5830; www.siff.net; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMay-Jun)


This prestigious film festival sprawls across a half-dozen cinemas during May and June to screen more than 400 movies.





Seattle PrideLGBTIQ+

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-322-9561; www.seattlepride.org; [image: icon-hoursgif]hJun)


Seattle’s pioneering lesbian- and gay-pride event has been held every June since 1974. A downtown parade is followed by a festival in Capitol Hill’s Volunteer Park. You’ll notice celebrations happening throughout the city all month.





Fremont Solstice FairCULTURAL

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-649-6706; www.fremontfair.com; N 34th & N 35th Sts, Fremont; [image: icon-hoursgif]hJun)


Fremont isn’t quite as weird as it used to be, except during this public festival, which sees the neighborhood freak flag proudly flying at full mast.





SeafairFAIR

(www.seafair.com; [image: icon-hoursgif]hJun-Aug)


This waterfront festival is hugely popular and runs in one capacity or another from June through August. Come for music, pirate ships, food stalls and an excuse to be out in the nice weather.





BumbershootPERFORMING ARTS

(www.bumbershoot.com; Seattle Center; 3-day pass from $434; [image: icon-hoursgif]hSep)


A fair few people – Seattleites or otherwise – would say that this is Seattle’s finest festival, with major arts and cultural events at the Seattle Center on the Labor Day weekend in September. Bank on live music, comedy, theater, visual arts and dance, but also bank on crowds and hotels stuffed to capacity. Book well in advance!





Where to Stay in Seattle

[image: 14-where-to-stay-seattle-pnw8-jpg]






4Sleeping

Seattle has a quartet of good economical hostels: one in Downtown, one in Belltown, one in the International District and one a little further out in Fremont. Aside from dorms, they also offer economical private rooms. You’ll find few good hotels for under $120 a night unless you’re willing to share a bathroom/toilet. For some good bargains in the $120 to $200 range, including a raft of reliable Holiday Inns, Best Westerns and Quality Inns, look around Belltown and Lower Queen Anne, especially near the Space Needle. There has been a recent increase in boutique hotels, especially those run by Pineapple Hospitality and the Kimpton Group. Capitol Hill has some excellent B&Bs. Big chains and more expensive options, many of which are encased in their own mini-skyscrapers, are spread around Downtown.


4Ballard & Discovery Park


Ballard InnBOUTIQUE HOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-789-5011; www.ballardinnseattle.com; 5300 Ballard Ave NW, Ballard; s/d from $119/149; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g40)


This small, intimate hotel with a European feel (the Scandinavian influence?) offers a far cheaper alternative to the nearby Hotel Ballard. The building, dating from 1902, is right on Ballard’s main drag. The rooms are simple, but clean and well appointed, and most share baths.





[image: icon-top-choice]oHotel BallardBOUTIQUE HOTEL$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-789-5012; www.hotelballardseattle.com; 5216 Ballard Ave NW, Ballard; d/ste $399/499; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g40)


Ballard’s glittering designer hotel, which opened in May 2013, exemplifies the neighborhood’s upward rise. The seduction begins outside: Hotel Ballard has a lovely street profile, with its wrought-iron balconies blending in with the redbrick edifices of yore. Inside, it’s even more opulent (upholstered headboards, funky chandeliers, super-streamlined bathtubs), but stays faithful to the neighborhood’s Scandinavian heritage with Nordic murals.







4Belltown & Seattle Center


Moore HotelHOTEL$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-448-4851; www.moorehotel.com; 1926 2nd Ave, Belltown; d with/without bath from $165/117; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g13)


Old-world and allegedly haunted, the hip and whimsical Moore is undoubtedly central Seattle’s most reliable bargain, offering fixed annual prices for its large stash of simple but cool rooms. Bonuses – aside from the dynamite location – are the cute ground-floor cafe, and zebra- and leopard-skin-patterned carpets.





City Hostel SeattleHOSTEL$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-706-3255; www.hostelseattle.com; 2327 2nd Ave, Belltown; dm/d from $36/125; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-traingif]dWestlake)


This well-located, boutique ‘art hostel’ has colorful murals painted by local artists splashed on the walls of every room. There’s also a common room, hot tub, in-house movie theater and all-you-can-eat breakfast. Dorms have four or six beds and some are women only. There are also several private rooms, some with shared bathroom. Guests consistently praise the friendly staff.





[image: icon-top-choice]oHotel MaxBOUTIQUE HOTEL$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-441-4200; www.hotelmaxseattle.com; 620 Stewart St, Belltown; r from $263; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#; [image: icon-tramgif]jSouth Lake Union Streetcar)


It’s tough to get any hipper than a hotel that has a whole floor dedicated to Seattle’s indie Sub Pop record label. The 5th floor pays homage to the music with giant grunge-era photos and record players with vinyls in every room. The art theme continues throughout the hotel (there’s a Warhol in the lobby).





Ace HotelHOTEL$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-448-4721; www.acehotel.com; 2423 1st Ave, Belltown; r with/without bath from $239/139; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#; [image: icon-busgif]g13)


The original locale of the highly stylized Ace Hotel chain, this place sports nouveau-industrial decor, sliding-barn-door bathrooms and Pendleton wool blankets. True to its original ethos, the hotel is economical but trendy, especially if you don’t mind sharing a bathroom.





[image: icon-top-choice]oEdgewaterHOTEL$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-728-7000; www.edgewaterhotel.com; 2411 Alaskan Way, Belltown; r/ste from $349/466; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g13)


Fame and notoriety have stalked the Edgewater. Perched over the water on a pier, it was once the hotel of choice for every rock band that mattered, including the Beatles, the Rolling Stones and, most infamously, Led Zeppelin, who took the ‘you can fish from the hotel window’ advertising jingle a little too seriously and filled their suite with sharks.







4Capitol Hill & First Hill


Bacon Mansion B&BB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-329-1864; www.baconmansion.com; 959 Broadway E, Capitol Hill; r with/without bath $244/189, ste from $269; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g49)


A 1909 Tudor-style mansion whose imposing exterior belies the quirky charm of its friendly hosts, this four-level B&B on a quiet residential street just past the Capitol Hill action is one of the best in the area. Among its charming amenities are a pleasant garden and a grand piano in the main room that guests are invited to play.







4Downtown, Pike Place & Waterfront


Green Tortoise HostelHOSTEL$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-340-1222; www.greentortoise.net; 105 Pike St, Downtown; dm from $44; [image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-traingif]dWestlake)


Seattle’s backpacker central – and what a location right across the street from Pike Place Market! Green Tortoise Hostel got its start in the ’70s and while it still retains a bit of that era’s crustiness, the 30 bunk rooms and 16 European-style rooms (shared bath and shower) are clean and comfortable. Free breakfast includes waffles and eggs.





[image: icon-top-choice]oFairmont Olympic HotelHOTEL$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-621-1700; www.fairmont.com/seattle; 411 University St, Downtown; d from $424; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s; [image: icon-traingif]dUniversity St)


With 450 rooms and every imaginable service, this place is certainly a splurge, but it’s worth exploring even if you don’t stay here – have an oyster at Shuckers (map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-621-1984; www.shuckersseattle.com; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-9pm Mon-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat, 5-9pm Sun), the oak-paneled hotel bar, or pose like royalty on the Versailles-worthy main staircase.





[image: icon-top-choice]oHotel MonacoBOUTIQUE HOTEL$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-621-1770; www.monaco-seattle.com; 1101 4th Ave, Downtown; d/ste $293/406; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#; [image: icon-traingif]dUniversity St) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Whimsical and with dashes of European elegance, the downtown Monaco is a classic Kimpton hotel whose rooms live up to the hints given off in the illustrious lobby. Bed down amid the bold, graphic decor and reap the perks (complimentary bikes, fitness center, free wine tasting, in-room yoga mats).





Hyatt at Olive 8HOTEL$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-971-7426; www.olive8.hyatt.com; 737 Olive Way, Downtown; d/ste from $319/550; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s; [image: icon-tramgif]jWestlake) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Encased in a sleek 39-story tower, the Olive 8 is managed by the Hyatt chain and is best described as swish, ultramodern and, above all, green (it was the first LEED-certified hotel in Seattle). The hotel shares the tower with residential apartments, an arrangement that has its advantages – the on-site fitness club is huge and there’s a good lap pool.







4Pioneer Square, International District & SoDo


HI at the American HotelHOSTEL$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-622-5443; www.americanhotelseattle.com; 520 S King St, International District; dm $37-42, private r $80; [image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-traingif]dInternational District/Chinatown)


Seattle’s HI hostel is handily positioned next to King Street Station and other transportation hubs, though it’s a 1.25-mile walk to Pike Place Market. Set in an old building in the disheveled ID, it fits the bill if you don’t mind the edgy – sometimes noisy – street life. Rooms are clean, if utilitarian, and staff are eager to please.





Best Western Pioneer Square HotelHOTEL$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-340-1234; www.pioneersquare.com; 77 Yesler Way, Pioneer Sq; r from $275; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]jFirst Hill Streetcar)


Rooms and common areas at this historical hotel feature period decor and a comfortable atmosphere. The only hotel in the historical heart of Seattle, it can’t be beaten for location – nightlife, restaurants, shopping and the city’s scenic waterfront are just steps from the door.







4Queen Anne & Lake Union


MarQueen HotelHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-282-7407; www.marqueen.com; 600 Queen Anne Ave N, Queen Anne; r $240-270, ste $280-320; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]gRapidRide D Line)


A classic old-school apartment building (built in 1918), the MarQueen has hardwood floors throughout and a variety of rooms, all with kitchenettes (left over from the building’s days of housing apartments). The neighborhood is an under-visited gem, handy to various attractions.





[image: icon-top-choice]oMaxwell HotelBOUTIQUE HOTEL$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-286-0629; 300 Roy St, Queen Anne; r/ste from $311/371; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s; [image: icon-busgif]gRapidRide D Line)


Located in Lower Queen Anne, the Maxwell has a huge designer-chic lobby with a floor mosaic and colorful furnishings that welcomes you with aplomb. Upstairs the slickness continues in 139 gorgeously modern rooms with hardwood floors and Scandinavian bedding. There’s a small pool, a gym, free bike rentals and complimentary cupcakes.







4U District


[image: icon-top-choice]oUniversity InnBOUTIQUE HOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-632-5055; www.universityinnseattle.com; 4140 Roosevelt Way NE; r from $226; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s; [image: icon-busgif]g74)


This spotless, modern, well-located place is good – especially when you factor in the waffles served with the complimentary breakfast. The hotel is four blocks from campus and just three from the bustle of ‘the Ave.’ The 102 rooms come in three levels of plushness. All of them offer such basics as a coffee maker, hair dryer and wi-fi; some have balconies, sofas and Bluetooth docking stations.





Graduate SeattleHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-634-2000; www.graduatehotels.com; 4507 Brooklyn Ave NE; r from $237; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


This new kid on the block brings hip sophistication to the U District’s hotel scene. Eclectic furniture and walls full of framed photographs almost make this place feel more like a passed-down vacation home than a new hotel, but then amenities like a 24-hour gym and incredible rooftop bar bring it all back into focus.









5Eating

Seattle’s food scene was always noteworthy, but in recent years it has exploded, thanks to the popularity of farm-to-table practices and New American cuisine, with all of its simple, but perfect, preparations and locally sourced ingredients. As with other major cities you’ll also find that immigrant communities have made their mark, as have flighty contemporary dining trends.


5Ballard & Discovery Park


[image: icon-top-choice]oLa Carta de OaxacaMEXICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-782-8722; www.lacartadeoaxaca.com; 5431 Ballard Ave NW, Ballard; mains $11-18; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-11pm Mon, 11:30am-3pm & 5-11pm Tue-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat; [image: icon-busgif]g40)


La Carta de Oaxaca is easily one of Seattle’s best lunch and brunch spots. Those who crave authentic Oaxacan-style cooking will swoon at the birria (braised leg of lamb) or the house special mole negro Oaxaqueño (chicken or pork in a chocolate and chili sauce). Whatever you order, expect serious flavors.





BitterrootBARBECUE$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-588-1577; www.bitterrootbbq.com; 5239 Ballard Ave NW, Ballard; mains $11-19; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-2am; [image: icon-busgif]g40)


People come to Bitterroot for two things: smoked meat and whiskey. Thankfully this restaurant with a pleasing modern roadhouse vibe does both exceptionally well. You can get your meat in sandwich form, or by itself with sides like cast-iron cornbread and roasted cauliflower. Likewise, the extensive whiskey menu comes neat or as an expertly mixed craft cocktail.





Bastille Cafe & BarFRENCH$$

(www.bastilleseattle.com; 5307 Ballard Ave NW, Ballard; mains $16-38; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4:30-10pm Mon-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat, 10am-3pm & 4:30-9pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g40) [image: icon-sustainable]S


French but not at all faux, Bastille could easily pass for a genuine Parisian bistro if it weren’t for the surfeit of American accents. First there’s the decor: beautiful white tiles juxtaposed with black wood, mirrors and chandeliers. Then there’s the menu: moules (mussels), frites (real French fries), rabbit pâté, oysters and steak (all sourced locally).





Walrus & the CarpenterSEAFOOD$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-395-9227; www.thewalrusbar.com; 4743 Ballard Ave NW, Ballard; small plates $14-18; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4-10pm; [image: icon-busgif]g40)


Puget Sound waters practically bleed oysters and – arguably – there isn’t a better place to knock ’em back raw with a glass of wine or two than the Walrus, a highly congenial oyster bar named not after a Beatles song but a poem by Lewis Carroll in Through the Looking-Glass. The accolades (like the customers) keep flying in.





[image: icon-top-choice]oStaple & FancyITALIAN$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-789-1200; www.ethanstowellrestaurants.com; 4739 Ballard Ave NW, Ballard; mains $23-38, tasting menu $60; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-11pm; [image: icon-busgif]g40)


There’s much to be said about Staple & Fancy’s pedigree as another of Ethan Stowell’s many hip Seattle eateries, but the bottom line is the food at this moody Italian restaurant is simply exquisite. Everything, from the seasonal cocktails to the perfectly al dente pasta, is imbued with well-balanced flavors and keen attention to detail.







5Belltown & Seattle Center


[image: icon-top-choice]oTop Pot Hand-Forged DoughnutsCAFE$

(map Google map; www.toppotdoughnuts.com; 2124 5th Ave, Belltown; doughnuts from $1.29; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-7pm Mon-Fri, 7am-7pm Sat & Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g13)


Sitting pretty in a glass-fronted former car showroom with art-deco signage and immense bookshelves, Top Pot’s flagship cafe produces the Ferraris of the doughnut world. It might have morphed into a 20-outlet chain in recent years, but its hand-molded collection of sweet rings are still – arguably – some of the best in the city. The coffee’s pretty potent too.





FOB Poke BarPOKE$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-728-9888; www.fobpokebar.com; 220 Blanchard St, Belltown; poke bowls from $11; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-10pm; [image: icon-busgif]g13)


Ultrafresh ingredients and bold flavors have made relative Belltown newcomer FOB Poke Bar an instant success in the casual dining scene. This is a make-your-own-bowl place where you can go the simple salmon or tuna route, or mix things up with ingredients like Spam and octopus. If you come during lunch hours, be prepared to queue.





MacrinaBAKERY$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-448-4032; www.macrinabakery.com; 2408 1st Ave, Belltown; sandwiches $6.50-10.50; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-6pm; [image: icon-busgif]g13)


That snaking queue’s there for a reason: damned good artisanal bread (you can watch through the window as the experts roll out the dough). There are two options and two lines at Macrina. One is for the fantastic take-out bakery (possibly the best in Seattle); the other’s for the sit-down cafe with its so-good-it-could-be-Paris sandwiches, soups and other such snacks.





Tilikum Place CafeBISTRO$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-282-4830; www.tilikumplacecafe.com; 407 Cedar St, Denny Triangle; brunch mains $9-14, dinner mains $23-32; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-3pm & 5-10pm Mon-Fri, 8am-3pm & 5-10pm Sat & Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g3)


This charmer of a European-style cafe is beloved by locals for lunch (sardine sandwiches) and brunch (Dutch baby pancakes) and dinner (roasted chicken with Yukon potatoes) and dessert (chocolate polenta cake) – don’t make them choose. You’ll find it packed no matter the time of day, and it’s one of the best dining options within spitting distance of the Space Needle.





Shiro’s Sushi RestaurantJAPANESE$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-443-9844; www.shiros.com; 2401 2nd Ave, Belltown; 5-piece sashimi $15-20; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5:30-10:30pm; [image: icon-busgif]g13)


A little pricey, but with over 20 years of glowing testimonies about its black cod and deep-fried prawn heads, Shiro’s is Belltown’s best Japanese option. Although founder Shiro Kashiba no longer runs the restaurant, it has kept its name and reputation for cool, sophisticated food and service.





FareStart RestaurantNORTHWESTERN US$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-443-1233; www.farestart.org; 700 Virginia St, Denny Triangle; 3-course dinner $29.95; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-2pm Mon-Fri, 5:30-8pm Thu; [image: icon-tramgif]jSouth Lake Union Streetcar) [image: icon-sustainable]S


FareStart serves substantial meals that benefit the community. All proceeds from lunch and the popular Thursday-night Guest Chef dinners – when FareStart students work with a famous local chef to produce outstanding meals – go to support the FareStart program, which provides intensive job training, housing assistance and job placement for disadvantaged and homeless people.





[image: icon-top-choice]oTavolàtaITALIAN$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-838-8008; 2323 2nd Ave, Belltown; mains $18-32; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-11pm; [image: icon-busgif]g13)


Owned by top Seattle chef Ethan Stowell, Tavolàta is a dinner-only, Italian-inspired eatery offering homemade pasta dishes and hearty mains like a rack of wild boar with fig mostarda. Many consider it among the best Italian spots in the city.





FOODS TO SEEK OUT IN SEATTLE

Surrounded by water, Seattle is an obvious powerhouse of fresh seafood. Local favorites include Dungeness crab, salmon, halibut, oysters, spot prawns and clams.

Although it’s not one of the most cosmopolitan cities in the US, Seattle has a sizable Chinese population and a strong selection of dim sum restaurants in the International District (ID). The ID also harbors a good cluster of Vietnamese restaurants in its ‘Little Saigon’ quarter.

Seattle’s Italian restaurants are often highly progressive, many of them specializing in regional food such as Roman or Piedmontese. Chef Ethan Stowell has successfully married Italian cuisine with Northwest traditions and popularized the use of homemade pasta.

Other genres in which Seattle excels are bakeries (a by-product of its cafe culture), Japanese food (the sushi is unwaveringly good) and – perhaps surprisingly – spicy Ethiopian food; the bulk of the East African restaurants are in the Central District (CD). The city used to be noted for its dearth of Mexican restaurants, but in the past decade or so many shockingly good ones have opened. While the Indian fare can’t compete with that found in Vancouver, the appearance of Nirmal’s in Pioneer Square has upped the ante somewhat.

Seattle also loves a good steak – especially one that’s led a happy, grass-fed life on a farm just outside of town. Recent booming food trends are Southern-style biscuits, pho, Cuban sandwiches and New York–style pizza.






5Capitol Hill & First Hill


Lost Lake Cafe & LoungeAMERICAN$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-323-5678; www.lostlakecafe.com; 1505 10th Ave, Capitol Hill; mains $12-15; [image: icon-hoursgif]h24hr; [image: icon-tramgif]jFirst Hill Streetcar)


It would be one thing if Lost Lake was merely a loving homage to David Lynch’s hit TV mystery hour Twin Peaks, but the food is also fantastic – much better than other gimmick restaurants of its ilk. It specializes in diner grub, but sub in bold flavors and nix the frozen vegetables. Everything here is fresh and tasty.





Coastal KitchenMODERN AMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-322-1145; www.coastalkitchenseattle.com; 429 15th Ave E, Capitol Hill; mains $11-23; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-10pm; [image: icon-busgif]g10)


Coastal Kitchen has become a Capitol Hill legend since its inception in 2012 with its culinary theme (fish) and variations (a different geographical influence is introduced quarterly). Weekend ‘Blunch’ is mega, as is the recently added oyster bar that complements the favorites: Dungeness crab cakes, Alaskan cod, Taylor shellfish and an epic sardine-heaped pasta.





[image: icon-top-choice]oSitka & SpruceMODERN AMERICAN$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-324-0662; www.sitkaandspruce.com; 1531 Melrose Ave, Capitol Hill; plates $16-35; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-2pm & 5-10pm Tue-Thu, to 9pm Mon, to 11pm Fri, 10am-2pm & 5-11pm Sat, to 9pm Sun; [image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-busgif]g10)


The king of all locavore restaurants, Sitka & Spruce was the pilot project of celebrated Seattle chef Matt Dillon. It has since become something of an institution and a trendsetter, with its country-kitchen decor and a constantly changing menu concocted with ingredients from Dillon’s own Vashon Island farm. Sample items include housemade charcuterie and roasted-asparagus-and-liver parfait. Great choice for vegetarians too.





Cascina SpinasseITALIAN$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-251-7673; www.spinasse.com; 1531 14th Ave, Capitol Hill; mains $26-45; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat; [image: icon-busgif]g11)


Successfully re-creating the feel of an Italian trattoria, Spinasse specializes in the cuisine of northern Italy’s Piedmont region. This means dishes like hand-cut egg noodles in a variety of appealing ragú sauces and pan-seared trout with Piemontese salsa. The finely curated wine list includes the kings and queens of the region’s reds: Barolo and Barbaresco.





Omega OuzeriGREEK$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-257-4515; www.omegaouzeri.com; 1529 14th Ave, Capitol Hill; small plates $14-18, mains $20-28; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-10pm Mon-Sat, to 9pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g11)


In an unassuming, square brick building, Omega Ouzeri’s doors open to a bright, airy restaurant, pristine in white and baby blue, with metallic and marble accents throughout. Omega celebrates ouzo (a traditional anise-flavored aperitif), and its dishes range from gigantes (braised butter beans) to octapodi (grilled octopus) and are prepared thoughtfully and beautifully.







5Downtown, Pike Place & Waterfront


[image: icon-top-choice]oBeecher’s Handmade CheeseDELI$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-956-1964; www.beechershandmadecheese.com; 1600 Pike Pl, Pike Place; snacks $5-12; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm; [image: icon-traingif]dWestlake) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Artisanal beer, artisanal coffee…next up, Seattle brings you artisanal cheese and it’s made as you watch in this always-crowded Pike Place nook, where you can buy all kinds of cheese-related paraphernalia. As for that long, snaking, almost permanent queue – that’s people lining up for the wonderful homemade mac ’n’ cheese that comes in two different-sized tubs and is simply divine.





[image: icon-top-choice]oPiroshky PiroshkyBAKERY$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-441-6068; www.piroshkybakery.com; 1908 Pike Pl, Pike Place; snacks $3-6; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-7pm Mon-Fri, to 7:30pm Sat & Sun; [image: icon-traingif]dWestlake)


Piroshky Piroshky knocks out its delectable sweet and savory Russian pies and pastries in a space about the size of a walk-in closet. Get the savory smoked-salmon pâté or the sauerkraut with cabbage and onion, and follow it with the chocolate-cream hazelnut roll or a fresh rhubarb piroshki.





LoPriore Bros Pasta BarITALIAN$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-621-7545; 1530 Post Alley, Pike Place; mains $10-11; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm; [image: icon-traingif]dWestlake)


Often hidden behind a queue for the riotously popular Pike Place Chowder (map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-267-2537; www.pikeplacechowder.com; medium chowder $8.75; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-5pm), this theatrical sales counter is staffed by wise-cracking servers who wouldn’t look out of place in an early-career Scorsese movie. Oscar-worthy service is backed up by the cibo, in particular the open meatball sandwich doused in tomato sauce and Parmesan and spread over a crispy baguette.





[image: icon-top-choice]oHeartwood ProvisionsFUSION$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-582-3505; www.heartwoodsea.com; 1103 1st Ave, Downtown; mains $24-37; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4:30-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat, also 9:30am-2pm Sat & Sun; [image: icon-traingif]dUniversity St)


Cocktails are having a moment as the alcoholic libation du jour in Seattle and nowhere is that more clear than at Heartwood, a handsome restaurant and bar with a menu of mixed drinks that is unmatched. Come for dinner, where each dish is infused with Southeast Asian flavors and has its own cocktail pairing (optional for an additional $7).





Café CampagneFRENCH$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-728-2233; www.cafecampagne.com; 1600 Post Alley, Pike Place; mains $18-28; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-10pm Mon-Fri, from 8am Sat & Sun; [image: icon-traingif]dWestlake)


Short of teleporting over to Paris, this is about as Gallic as a Seattleite can get. Inside Café Campagne’s effortlessly elegant interior you can live vicariously as a French poseur over steamed mussels, hanger steaks, generous portions of frites and crispy vegetables. Save room for the crème brûlée dessert. Should you be sufficiently satisfied, consider coming back for weekend brunch.





Wild GingerASIAN$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-623-4450; www.wildginger.net; 1401 3rd Ave, Downtown; mains $19-34; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-10pm Mon-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat, 4-9pm Sun; [image: icon-traingif]dUniversity St)


A tour of the Pacific Rim – via China, Indonesia, Malaysia, Vietnam and Seattle, of course – is the wide-ranging theme at this highly popular downtown fusion restaurant. The signature fragrant duck goes down nicely with a glass of Riesling. The restaurant also provides food for the swanky Triple Door (map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-838-4333; www.thetripledoor.net; 216 Union St, Downtown) dinner club downstairs.





Pink Door RistoranteITALIAN$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-443-3241; www.thepinkdoor.net; 1919 Post Alley, Pike Place; mains $19-30; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-10pm Mon-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat, 4-10pm Sun; [image: icon-traingif]dWestlake)


A restaurant like no other, the Pink Door is probably the only place in the US (the world?) where you can enjoy fabulous linguine alle vongole (pasta with clams and pancetta) and other Italian favorites while watching live jazz, burlesque cabaret or – we kid you not – a trapeze artist swinging from the 20ft ceiling.





Steelhead DinerSEAFOOD$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-625-0129; www.steelheaddiner.com; 95 Pine St, Pike Place; mains $18-38; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-10pm; [image: icon-traingif]dWestlake)


It’s all about the fish at the Steelhead, one of Pike Place Market’s posher posts. The fish-and-chips are a given, but you’re better off trying the more typically Northwestern smoked salmon cakes, sautéed sole or the multifarious cioppino (fish stew) here. The place has a good reputation so it’s wise to book ahead.







5Georgetown & West Seattle


[image: icon-top-choice]oBakery NouveauBAKERY$

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-923-0534; www.bakerynouveau.com; 4737 California Ave SW, West Seattle; baked goods from $2; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-7pm Mon-Fri, 7am-7pm Sat, 7am-6pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]gRapidRide C Line)


No discussion of Seattle’s best bakery omits Bakery Nouveau. The crumbly, craggy almond and chocolate croissants are as good as they get this side of the Atlantic. Don’t take our word for it: the bakery consistently wins awards for its excellent pastries.





Fonda la CatrinaMEXICAN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-767-2787; www.fondalacatrina.com; 5905 Airport Way S, Georgetown; mains $9-14; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-10pm Mon-Thu, to 11pm Fri, 10am-11pm Sat, to 10pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g124)


You’ll find a number of things in the busy confines of Fonda la Catrina, a shockingly good Mexican restaurant in industrial Georgetown. There’s the colorful Day of the Dead decorations and the Diego Rivera–inspired murals, strong drinks and – most importantly – fabulous food.





Ma’OnoHAWAIIAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-935-1075; www.maonoseattle.com; 4437 California Ave SW, West Seattle; mains $12-17; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-10pm Wed & Thu, 5-11pm Fri, 9am-3pm & 5-11pm Sat, 5-10pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g55)


The fried chicken sandwich here – served on a King’s Hawaiian roll with cabbage and a perfectly spicy sauce – is one of the best things between two slices of bread currently available in Seattle. Treat yourself to one during the always-packed brunch with a guava mimosa and side of roasted sweet potato with caramelized lime.





Endolyne Joe’sGASTROPUB$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-937-5637; www.chowfoods.com/endolyne-joes; 9261 45th Ave SW, Fauntleroy; mains $16-25; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat; [image: icon-busgif]gRapidRide C Line)


It’s hard to say exactly what type of dining experience you’ll have at Endolyne Joe’s. Every few months the menu changes to highlight a specific regional cuisine. One thing is constant: high-quality ingredients and balanced flavors.







5Green Lake & Fremont


PaseoCARIBBEAN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-545-7440; www.paseorestaurants.com; 4225 Fremont Ave N, Fremont; sandwiches $9.95-12.50; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm Tue-Fri, to 8pm Sat, to 7pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g5)


A glorified food shack whose overflowing Cuban sandwiches (which are a lot more generously stuffed than they are in Cuba) have long prompted plenty of Seattleites to re-route their daily commute in order to savor them. If you’ve come this far, you shouldn’t overlook the exquisitely simple rice and beans either.





[image: icon-top-choice]oThe Whale WinsEUROPEAN$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-632-9425; www.thewhalewins.com; 3506 Stone Way N, Fremont; small plates $12-16, mains $28-33; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-10pm Mon-Sat, 5-9pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g62) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Forget the whale: it’s the sardines that are the main winners at this eccentrically named fish-biased restaurant that shares trendy Euro-style digs with the equally hip Joule restaurant next door. The sardines arrive on thick crispy bread spread with a heavenly mayo concoction and zesty veg. Indeed, the ‘Whale’ excels in veg. Have carrots and fennel ever tasted this good?





Flint Creek Cattle CoAMERICAN$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-457-5656; https://flintcreekseattle.com; 8421 Greenwood Ave N, Greenwood; mains $26-32; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4pm-midnight; [image: icon-busgif]g5)


Comfortable and thoughtfully executed, Flint Creek serves responsibly raised game meats like bison, venison and lamb in an open and airy space featuring modern decor and warm lighting. Seasonal veggie-friendly dishes, although listed as starters, could easily be the star of the meal with satisfying flavor combinations like the grilled kuri squash, burrata, toasted pistachio oil, saba and grilled parsley.







5Pioneer Square, International District & SoDo


[image: icon-top-choice]oSalumi Artisan Cured MeatsSANDWICHES$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-621-8772; www.salumicuredmeats.com; 404 Occidental Ave S, Pioneer Sq; sandwiches $10.50-12.50; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-3pm Mon-Sat; [image: icon-traingif]dInternational District/Chinatown)


This well-loved deli used to be known for the long lines at its tiny storefront, and although it has moved to a bigger spot, you can still expect a wait for the legendary Italian-quality salami and cured-meat sandwiches (grilled lamb, pork shoulder, meatballs). You can expect a regular sandwich menu, as well as daily sandwich, soup and pasta specials.





Szechuan Noodle BowlSICHUAN$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-623-4198; 420 8th Ave S, International District; mains $5-10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-9pm Tue-Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]jFirst Hill Streetcar)


A little more than a hole-in-the-wall, this restaurant is popular with locals for its simple and traditional Chinese dishes ranging from green onion pancakes and spicy pickled cabbage to vegetable dumplings and spicy beef noodle soup. Almost always, you’ll see one or two staff members making dumplings at a table in the dining room.





[image: icon-top-choice]oManekiJAPANESE$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-622-2631; www.manekirestaurant.com; 304 6th Ave S, International District; mains $14-26; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5:30-10:30pm Tue-Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]jFirst Hill Streetcar)


For an unforgettable dining experience make a reservation for one of Maneki’s tatami mat dining rooms (paper and wood lattice private chambers with seating on the floor) and feast on a meal of traditional Japanese cuisine and sake. The fish here is legendarily fresh and the bar (open until midnight) is full of friendly conversation.





Seven Stars PepperSICHUAN$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-568-6446; www.sevenstarspepper.com; 1207 S Jackson St, International District; mains $9-20; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-3pm & 5-9:30pm Mon-Wed, 11am-9:30pm Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat, to 9pm Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]jFirst Hill Streetcar)


Don’t be put off by Seven Stars Pepper’s location on the 2nd floor of a run-down strip mall: this Szechuan restaurant is one of the best in the city. Everything on the menu is exceptional, but the hand-cut dan dan noodles are a must-order. They are thick and flavorful with just the right amount of chewiness.





London PlaneCAFE, DELI$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-624-1374; www.thelondonplaneseattle.com; 300 Occidental Ave S, Pioneer Sq; small plates $7-19; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-6pm Mon-Fri, from 9am Sat, 9am-3pm Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]jFirst Hill Streetcar) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Matt Dillon (the Seattle chef, not the Hollywood actor) moved less than a block from his now-closed Bar Sajor to open London Plane, a hybrid cafe, flower shop, deli and breakfast spot that maintains the French country kitchen feel that has become Dillon’s trademark.





Nirmal’sINDIAN$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-388-2196; www.nirmalseattle.com; 106 Occidental Ave S, Pioneer Sq; mains $17-27; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-2pm & 5:30-10pm Mon-Fri, 5:30-10pm Sat; [image: icon-traingif]dPioneer Sq)


In a short period of time Nirmal’s has established itself as Seattle’s premier Indian fine-dining experience. The menu is a good balance of recognizable curry and tandoori dishes, as well as treats only familiar to those who have been to the subcontinent and exciting fusion plates that nod to its PNW locale (we’re looking at you Dungeness crab curry).







5Queen Anne & Lake Union


[image: icon-top-choice]oToulouse PetitCAJUN, CREOLE$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-432-9069; www.toulousepetit.com; 601 Queen Anne Ave N, Queen Anne; dinner mains $17-45; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-2am Mon-Fri, from 8am Sat & Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g13)


Hailed for its generous happy hours, cheap brunches and rollicking atmosphere, this perennially busy Queen Anne eatery has the common touch. The menu is large and varied, offering choices such as blackened rib-eye steak, freshwater gulf prawns and housemade gnocchi with artichoke hearts.





How to Cook a WolfITALIAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-838-8090; www.ethanstowellrestaurants.com; 2208 Queen Anne Ave N, Queen Anne; pasta $19-23; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-11pm; [image: icon-busgif]g13) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Despite its scary name, the Ethan Stowell–run HTCAW has nothing to do with roasting wild fauna over your campfire. Rather it’s poached from a book written by MFK Fisher during wartime rationing about how to make the most of limited ingredients. Though times have changed, Stowell embraces the same philosophy.





CanlisAMERICAN$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-283-3313; https://canlis.com; 2576 Aurora Ave N, Lake Union; 4-course dinner $135; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5:30pm-late Mon-Sat; [image: icon-busgif]g5)


One of Seattle’s most celebrated restaurants, Canlis is old-school posh and one of the few places in the city where people regularly get dressed up for dinner (as per the restaurant’s dress code). The menu is Pacific Northwest traditional (halibut, pork, fresh veg) and the decor’s like something out of a 1950s-era Hitchcock movie – all angled glass and sweeping views.







5The CD, Madrona & Madison Park


[image: icon-top-choice]oTaco ChukisTACOS$

(www.facebook.com/TacosChukis; 2215 E Union St, CD; tacos $2.20-2.75; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm; [image: icon-busgif]g2)


At the moment in Seattle there are few bites of food better than the signature taco at Taco Chukis. It’s a simple design (juicy pork, guacamole, melted cheese and brilliantly tangy grilled pineapple) that’s executed so well you’re likely to get into line immediately after finishing to order a couple more.





Simply SoulfulSOUTHERN US$

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-474-9841; www.simply-soulful.com; 2909b E Madison St, Madison Valley; mains $13-19; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-7pm Tue-Fri, 8am-4pm Sat, 10am-3pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g11)


If you’re hungry for something that will really fill your tank, head directly to this authentic family-owned Southern restaurant. The menu is full of dishes from the Gulf Coast region; it’s a riot of catfish and grits, chicken and waffles, biscuits and gravy, and banana pudding if you’re still peckish.





Cafe SoleilETHIOPIAN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-325-1126; 1400 34th Ave, Madrona; mains $10-15; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5:30-9pm Wed-Fri, 8:30am-2pm & 5:30-9pm Sat, 8:30am-2pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g2)


Surprise! It looks like an American diner and serves a hearty American brunch, but Cafe Soleil’s real specialty is Ethiopian food – it’s like a becalmed offshoot of ‘Little Ethiopia’ in the CD. The bright, light-filled room is an excellent place to dip your injera (flatbread) in spicy African stews.





Bar del CorsoITALIAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-395-2069; www.bardelcorso.com; 3057 Beacon Ave S, Beacon Hill; small plates $6-13; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-10pm Tue-Sat)


Bar del Corso used to be a secret shared only between locals or those in the know, but as Beacon Hill has taken on more and more residents and businesses, word of the restaurant’s wood-fired pizzas has spread. Expect a wait, especially on weekend evenings. Order a negroni to pass the time.





Café FloraVEGETARIAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-325-9100; www.cafeflora.com; 2901 E Madison St, Madison Park; mains $17-22; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-9pm Sun-Thu, 9am-10pm Fri & Sat; [image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-busgif]g11)


A longtime favorite for vegan and vegetarian food, Flora has a garden-like feel and a creative menu, with dinner treats like fried avocado, yam fries, a grilled asparagus pizza and black-bean burgers. Or go for the hoppin’ John fritters or tomato asparagus scrambles at brunch.







5U District


[image: icon-top-choice]oPortage Bay CafeBREAKFAST$

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-547-8230; www.portagebaycafe.com; 4130 Roosevelt Way NE; brunch $10-19; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-2pm Mon-Fri, 7:30am-2:30pm Sat & Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g74) [image: icon-sustainable]S


A hugely popular brunch spot and for good reason. Aside from the usual suspects (eggs, bacon, pancakes), there’s a help-yourself breakfast bar loaded with fresh fruit, cream, syrup, nuts and the like (all local, of course), waiting to be spread on your doorstep-thick slices of French toast. Arrive early or after 1pm at weekends to avoid the rush.





Thai TomTHAI$

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-548-9548; 4543 University Way NE; mains $7-10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-9pm Mon-Thu, 11:30am-10pm Fri & Sat, noon-9pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g70)


About as wide as a train carriage, with permanently steamed-up windows, an open-kitchen lunch counter, and flames leaping up from beneath the constantly busy pans on the stoves, Thai Tom feels like a backstreet Bangkok hole-in-the-wall, and many hail its simple Thai food as the best in the city.









6Drinking & Nightlife


6Ballard & Discovery Park


[image: icon-top-choice]oPopuluxe BrewingBREWERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-706-3400; www.populuxebrewing.com; 826 NW 49th St, Ballard; [image: icon-hoursgif]h3-9pm Mon-Thu, to 10pm Fri, noon-10pm Sat, to 9pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]gRapidRide D Line)


Microbreweries too large for you? Move down a notch to a nano-brewery. The menu of nine ever-changing brews is impossible to predict; just bank on it being made with skill, know-how and a whole lotta love. Food carts park outside in the small ‘garden,’ where you can sit, sup and play cornhole on warm summer evenings.





Hattie’s HatBAR

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-784-0175; www.hatties-hat.com; 5231 Ballard Ave NW, Ballard; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-2am Mon-Fri, 9am-2am Sat & Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g40)


As long as there’s a Hattie’s Hat, a bit of old Ballard will always exist. This classic old divey bar has been around in some guise or other since 1904. It was last revived with new blood in 2009 but hasn’t lost its charm – a perfect storm of stiff drinks, fun-loving staff and cheap, greasy-spoon food.





King’s HardwareBAR

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-782-0027; www.kingsballard.com; 5225 Ballard Ave NW, Ballard; [image: icon-hoursgif]h3pm-2am Mon-Fri, from noon Sat & Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g40)


King’s Hardware is a true dive: the walls are loaded with taxidermy, the scuffed wooden benches reek of marinated beer and the best in-house art is on people’s bodies. You can soak up the hard liquor with some tangy chicken wings. Bonus: it’s a popular spot for people to bring their dogs.





Little Tin Goods & Apothecary CabinetCOCKTAIL BAR

([image: icon-phonegif]%808-635-6516; www.littletinballard.com; 5335 Ballard Ave NW, Ballard; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-11pm Wed & Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat year-round, noon-5pm Sun Apr-Oct, 4-10pm Sun Nov-Mar; [image: icon-busgif]g40)


Even if you’re not bowled over by the cutesy name you’ll want to drop in for a unique and – most importantly – tasty cocktail at this Ballard hideaway. The interior is tastefully whimsical and feels like a secret garden miles away from the city outside.







6Belltown & Seattle Center


[image: icon-top-choice]oRendezvousBAR

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-441-5823; www.therendezvous.rocks; 2320 2nd Ave, Belltown; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4pm-2am; [image: icon-busgif]g13)


Rendezvous is one of Belltown’s oldest heirlooms, starting life in 1927 as a speakeasy and a screening room for early Hollywood talkies. Now on its umpteenth incarnation, the subterranean speakeasy has morphed into ‘the Grotto’ (with weekly comedy), the screening room has become the diminutive Jewel Box Theater and the clamorous space upstairs a chic-ish bar and restaurant.





Cloudburst BrewingMICROBREWERY

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-602-6061; www.cloudburstbrew.com; 2116 Western Ave, Belltown; [image: icon-hoursgif]h2-10pm Wed-Fri, noon-10pm Sat & Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g13)


The brainchild of former experimental brewer at Elysian Brewing, Steve Luke, Cloudburst Brewing became an instant Seattle favorite. Replicating the success of Luke’s past brewing creations, Cloudburst Brewing features hoppy beers with sassy names, and the bare-bones tasting room is always packed to the gills with beer fans who want to support craft beer in Seattle.





Re-BarGAY

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-233-9873; www.rebarseattle.com; 1114 Howell St, Denny Triangle; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6pm-2am Tue-Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g70)


This storied indie dance club, where many of Seattle’s defining cultural events happened (such as Nirvana album releases), welcomes everyone in the LGBTIQ+ rainbow and their allies to its lively dance floor. Also come for its offbeat theater, burlesque shows and poetry slams – among other wacky offerings. Check the website for the nightly events.





Shorty’sBAR

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-441-5449; www.shortydog.com; 2222 2nd Ave, Belltown; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-2am; [image: icon-busgif]g13)


Increasingly shabby but seemingly (hopefully?) eternal, Shorty’s is one of the best holdovers from grungy old Belltown. It’s all about pinball, hot dogs, cheap beer and loud music. Pinball machines are built into some of the tables, and the back room is basically a church for flipper devotees.





5 Point CaféBAR

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-448-9993; www.the5pointcafe.com; 415 Cedar St, Denny Triangle; [image: icon-hoursgif]h24hr; [image: icon-busgif]g3)


There are Belltown relics and then there’s the Five Point whose seedy neon sign and cantankerous advertising blurb (‘cheating tourists and drunks since 1929’) is practically as iconic as the Space Needle – and 33 years older! Half-diner, half-bar and too worn-in to be mistaken for hip, it’s where seasoned Charles Bukowski look-a-likes go to get wasted.





LGBT SEATTLE

Seattle is a progressive, liberally minded city with thriving communities across the spectrum of sexual and gender identities; estimates are that approximately 12.9% of the city’s population identifies as a member of the broader LGBTIQ+ community. While LGBTIQ+ people may face discriminatory attitudes as they might elsewhere in the US, the city’s population as a whole is known for generally welcoming attitudes toward sexual orientations and gender identities other than their own.

Resources and events to look out for:

Seattle Gay News (www.sgn.org) A weekly newspaper focusing on gay issues.

Seattle Pride Seattle’s pioneering lesbian- and gay-pride event (held every year since 1974) usually falls on the last Sunday in June and includes a huge downtown parade followed by PrideFest, during which numerous vendors and entertainers set up in the Seattle Center.

TWIST: Seattle Queer Film Festival (www.threedollarbillcinema.org) Usually held in the third week of October.






6Capitol Hill & First Hill


PonyGAY

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-324-2854; www.ponyseattle.com; 1221 E Madison St, Capitol Hill; [image: icon-busgif]g12)


Pony (in a repurposed car garage from the 1930s) is the type of gay bar that has reached a level of popularity where most denizens of Seattle’s LGBTIQ+ nightlife scene either absolutely love or loathe it. Come dance your brains out on a Saturday night or sip a beer on its patio on a sunny afternoon and decide for yourself.





[image: icon-top-choice]oUnicornBAR

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-325-6492; www.unicornseattle.com; 1118 E Pike St, Capitol Hill; [image: icon-hoursgif]h2pm-1:45am Mon-Fri, from 11am Sat & Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g11)


Even if Unicorn’s circus theme doesn’t exactly tickle your fancy, its commitment to the spectacle makes it worth a visit. Cocktails like the Cereal Killer (made with Fruit Loop–flavored vodka) hark back to the joys of giant lollipops and cotton candy, while the colorful explosion of decoration and pinball machine collection are likely to make even hardened cynics smile.





Victrola Coffee RoastersCAFE

(map Google map; www.victrolacoffee.com; 310 E Pike St, Capitol Hill; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6:30am-8pm Mon-Fri, from 7:30am Sat & Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g10)


Purveyors of a damned fine cup o’ coffee since 2000, Victrola, to its credit, has clung to its grassroots, maintaining only four cafes. You can ponder how small is beautiful with one of its 4oz cappuccinos while watching the action in the roasting room.





[image: icon-top-choice]oEspresso Vivace at BrixCAFE

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-860-2722; www.espressovivace.com; 532 Broadway E, Capitol Hill; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-11pm; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-traingif]dCapitol Hill)


Loved in equal measure for its no-nonsense walk-up stand on Broadway and this cafe (a large retro place with a beautiful Streamline Moderne counter), Vivace is known to have produced some of the Picassos of latte art. But it doesn’t just offer pretty toppings: many of Seattle’s coffee experts rate its espresso shots as the best in the city.





Bar FerdinandWINE BAR

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-693-2434; www.barferdinandseattle.com; 1424 11th Ave, Capitol Hill; mains $45; [image: icon-hoursgif]h1-11pm Tue-Sun)


Homey, rustic, cozy, charming and classic all at once, Ferdinand serves locally sourced, Asian-inspired food cooked by fire and paired with a carefully curated wine selection. Bar Ferdinand sits in Chophouse Row (map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-324-0637; www.chophouserow.com; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-11:30pm; [image: icon-tramgif]jFirst Hill Streetcar) and offers a unique take on a wine bar with its innovative food.





Starbucks Reserve Roastery & Tasting RoomCOFFEE

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-624-0173; http://roastery.starbucks.com; 1124 Pike St, Capitol Hill; coffees $3-12; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-11pm; [image: icon-tramgif]jFirst Hill Streetcar)


This high church to the joys of coffee drinking is the antithesis of everything Starbucks-y that has gone before. It’s Starbuck’s attempt at going back to its roots by emulating its more authentic modern competition. You may still reject it on face value, but the coffee itself is pretty great.





CC Attle’sGAY

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-726-0565; www.ccattles.net; 1701 E Olive Way, Capitol Hill; [image: icon-hoursgif]h3pm-2am Mon-Fri, from 2pm Sat & Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g10)


LGBTIQ+ travelers who prefer catching up over a plate of nachos to blasting EDM will want to post up at this congenial pub. It’s known as a bar for bears (slang for stockier, hairier gay men) and their admirers, but anyone looking for a laid-back time will feel welcome. You can also expect friendly bartenders who make strong drinks.





Lookout Bar & GrillBAR

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-329-0454; www.facebook.com/lookoutseattle; 757 Bellevue Ave E, Capitol Hill; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4pm-2am Mon-Fri, from noon Sat, from 11am Sun)


One of the few places left in the area that still feels like old Seattle, the Lookout Bar & Grill sits on the edge of Capitol Hill with a close-up view of the Space Needle and Lake Union. Go for the laid-back atmosphere and happy-hour beers, wines and well drinks, and cheap bar food (plates $7 to $15).





Capitol CiderPUB

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-397-3564; www.capitolcider.com; 818 E Pike St, Capitol Hill; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-2am Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat & Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]jFirst Hill Streetcar)


The best cider pub in Seattle is far more than a taproom for apple-infused alcoholic beverages – although the 20-item cider menu is, of course, a big bonus. There’s decent food, live music, game nights, craft beer, cocktails and a wonderful ‘pub’ feel set off by its cozy booths and portrait-bedecked walls.





Linda’s TavernBAR

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-325-1220; www.lindastavern.com; 707 E Pine St, Capitol Hill; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4pm-2am daily, 10am-3pm Sat & Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]jFirst Hill Streetcar)


The back patio here is an excellent place to observe the nocturnal habits of Hipsterus northwesticus. Linda’s is one of the few joints in town where you can recover from your hangover with an Emergen-C cocktail and a vegetarian brunch while taxidermied moose heads stare at you from the walls.





R PlaceGAY

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-322-8828; www.rplaceseattle.com; 619 E Pine St, Capitol Hill; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4pm-2am Mon-Fri, from 2pm Sat & Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]jFirst Hill Streetcar)


Weekend cabaret performances, amateur strip shows, go-go boys and DJs – there’s something entertaining going on pretty much every night at this three-floor gay entertainment complex. Relax with a beer on the deck or dance your ass off. The ground floor is the lowest key; the top floor is where everything gets turned up a few notches.





WildroseLESBIAN

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-324-9210; www.thewildrosebar.com; 1021 E Pike St, Capitol Hill; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5pm-midnight Mon, 3pm-1am Tue-Thu, 3pm-2am Fri & Sat, 3pm-midnight Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]jFirst Hill Streetcar)


This small, comfortable lesbian bar has theme nights (Taco Tuesdays; karaoke on Wednesday starting at 9pm) as well as a light menu, pool and DJs. On weekends it gets packed so expect a wait.







6Downtown, Pike Place & Waterfront


[image: icon-top-choice]oAncient GroundsCAFE

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-7749-0747; 1220 1st Ave, Downtown; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7:30am-4:30pm Mon-Fri, noon-6pm Sat; [image: icon-traingif]dUniversity St)


If it’s not enough that this cozy coffee nook serves some of the best espresso shots in the city, Ancient Grounds also doubles as a showroom for a well-curated selection of antiques. While waiting for your latte you can pick through a rack of vintage kimonos or peruse a display of wooden masks from indigenous communities of the Pacific Northwest.





Bookstore BarBAR

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-624-4844; www.alexishotel.com; 1007 1st Ave, Downtown; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-11pm Mon-Fri, from 8am Sat, 8am-10pm Sun; [image: icon-traingif]dPioneer Sq)


Cementing downtown’s reputation as a fount of good hotel bars is the Bookstore, encased in the front window of the Alexis Hotel, which mixes books stacked on handsome wooden shelves with whiskey – an excellent combination (ask Dylan Thomas). There are over 100 varieties of scotch and bourbon available, plus a full gamut of weighty literary tomes from Melville to Twain.





Owl & ThistleIRISH PUB

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-621-7777; www.owlnthistle.com; 808 Post Ave, Downtown; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-2am; [image: icon-traingif]dPioneer Sq)


One of the best Irish pubs in the city, the dark, multiroomed Owl & Thistle is located slap-bang downtown but misses most of the tourist traffic because it’s hidden in Post Ave.





Zig Zag CaféCOCKTAIL BAR

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-625-1146; www.zigzagseattle.com; 1501 Western Ave, Pike Place; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5pm-2am; [image: icon-traingif]dUniversity St)


If you’re writing a research project on Seattle’s culinary history, you’ll need to reserve a chapter for the Zig Zag Café. This is the bar that repopularized the gin-based Jazz Age cocktail ‘The Last Word’ in the early 2000s. The drink went viral and the Zig Zag’s nattily attired mixers were rightly hailed as the city’s finest alchemists.





Radiator WhiskeyWHISKEY BAR

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-467-4268; www.radiatorwhiskey.com; 94 Pike St, Pike Place; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4pm-midnight Mon-Sat; [image: icon-traingif]dUniversity St)


A fruitful marriage of style and substance, Radiator Whiskey, on the top floor of the Pike Place Market, has exactly the amount of rustic design you’d want from a whiskey bar that has dozens of bourbons, ryes and single malts on offer. There are other spirits too, as well as a drinks list that includes four takes on the classic Manhattan.





Storyville CoffeeCAFE

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-780-5777; www.storyville.com; 94 Pike St, Pike Place; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6:59am-6pm; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-traingif]dWestlake)


There are so many coffee bars in Seattle that it’s sometimes hard to see the forest for the trees, unless it’s the kind of wood that adorns the curved bar of Storyville. Welcome to one of Seattle’s newer luxury coffee chains, whose two downtown locations (another at 1st and Madison) attract a mixture of tourists and locals looking for excellent coffee.





Alibi RoomBAR

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-623-3180; www.seattlealibi.com; 85 Pike Pl, Pike Place; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-2am, food until 1am; [image: icon-traingif]dUniversity St)


Hidden down Post Alley opposite the beautifully disgusting ‘gum wall,’ the Alibi feels like an old speakeasy or perhaps the perfect place to hide from the perfect crime (or all the Pike Place crowds). Dark and cavernous, it provides surprisingly good entertainment with regular DJ nights, art installations, stand-up performances and experimental-film screenings.





Seattle Coffee WorksCAFE

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-340-8867; www.seattlecoffeeworks.com; 107 Pike St, Downtown; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6:30am-7pm Mon-Fri, 7am-7pm Sat, 7:30am-6pm Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-traingif]dWestlake) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Amid the frenetic action of downtown is a cafe that truly treats its coffee like wine. Seattle Coffee Works’ woody interior is split in two, with a normal walk-up counter and a ‘slow bar’ where staff will brew your coffee to order and discuss its taste notes like enthusiastic oenologists.







6Georgetown & West Seattle


West Seattle Brewing CoMICROBREWERY

(TapShack; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-420-4523; www.westseattlebrewing.com; 2536 Alki Ave SW, Alki Beach; [image: icon-hoursgif]h3-9pm Tue-Fri, 1-9pm Sat & Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g775 from Seacrest Dock)


The beer at the promenade-adjacent Alki Beach location of this popular microbrewery is fantastic, but it’s the experience of sitting on one of the many lounge chairs facing the water and watching bikers and dog walkers go by that brings the crowds. You’ll have to fight for a spot outside on weekends; come on a weekday afternoon for maximum relaxation.





Jules Maes SaloonBAR

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-957-7766; 5919 Airport Way S, Georgetown; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-11pm Sun-Thu, to 1am Fri & Sat; [image: icon-busgif]g124)


You could almost absorb the beer off the wallpaper in Seattle’s oldest surviving pub: it’s been serving since 1888, when the city was a youthful 37 years old. Once a speakeasy and allegedly haunted, it’s a well-worn, comfortable, old-fashioned saloon with just the right contemporary touches: tattooed millennials at the bar, better-than-average food and a killer tap list of local microbrews.





Machine House BreweryMICROBREWERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-432-6025; www.machinehousebrewery.com; 5840 Airport Way S, Georgetown; [image: icon-hoursgif]h3-9pm Wed-Fri, noon-9pm Sat, to 6pm Sun; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g124)


If you want to enjoy a beer in Georgetown’s erstwhile redbrick Rainier beer factory, head to this minimalist taproom and microbrewery where old-fashioned hand pumps dispense classic British-style ales that are big on taste but not too high in alcohol per volume. Bonus: it’s kid-friendly.







6Green Lake & Fremont


[image: icon-top-choice]oFremont Brewing CompanyBREWERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-420-2407; www.fremontbrewing.com; 1050 N 34th St, Fremont; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm; [image: icon-familygif]c[image: icon-petgif]#; [image: icon-busgif]g62) [image: icon-sustainable]S


This microbrewery, in keeping with current trends, sells its wares via an attached tasting room rather than a full-blown pub. Not only is the beer divine (try the seasonal bourbon barrel-aged Abominable), but the industrial-chic tasting room and ‘urban beer garden’ are highly inclusive spaces, where pretty much everyone in the ‘hood comes to hang out at communal tables.





Milstead & CoCAFE

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-659-4814; www.milsteadandco.com; 900 N 34th St, Fremont; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-6pm Mon-Fri, from 7am Sat & Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g62)


This fabulous neighborhood coffee bar in Fremont prefers to carefully select other people’s beans rather than roast its own, but chooses them with the skill and precision of a French sommelier. The ‘bean menu’ changes daily, but, thanks to the expertise of owner Andrew Milstead, it rarely disappoints.







6Pioneer Square, International District & SoDo


[image: icon-top-choice]oSaké NomiSAKE

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-467-7253; www.sakenomi.us; 76 S Washington St, Pioneer Sq; flight of 3 $22; [image: icon-hoursgif]h2-10pm Tue, Wed, Fri & Sat, from 5pm Thu, 2-6pm Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]jFirst Hill Streetcar)


Regardless if you’re a sake (Japanese rice wine) connoisseur or casual enjoyer, you’re likely to expand your palate and your cultural horizons at this cozy retailer and tasting room in Pioneer Square. The Japanese and American wife-husband duo who run the place have a clear love for what they do, which shows in their wonderfully educational tasting menu.





Zeitgeist CoffeeCAFE

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-583-0497; www.zeitgeistcoffee.com; 171 S Jackson St, Pioneer Sq; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-7pm Mon-Fri, from 7am Sat, 8am-6pm Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]jFirst Hill Streetcar)


Possibly Seattle’s best (if also busiest) indie coffee bar, Zeitgeist brews smooth doppio macchiatos to go with its sweet almond croissants and other luscious baked goods. The atmosphere is trendy industrial, with brick walls and large windows for people-watching. Soups, salads and sandwiches are also on offer.





Panama Hotel Tea & Coffee HouseCAFE

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-515-4000; www.panamahotel.net; 607 S Main St, International District; tea $3-6; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-9pm; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-tramgif]jFirst Hill Streetcar)


The intensely atmospheric teahouse inside the Panama Hotel has such a thoroughly back-in-time feel that you’ll be reluctant to pull out your laptop (although there is wi-fi). It’s in a National Treasure–designated 1910 building containing the only remaining Japanese bathhouse in the US, and doubles as a memorial to the neighborhood’s Japanese residents forced into internment camps during WWII.





Bad BishopBAR

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-623-3440; www.facebook.com/badbishopbar; 704 1st Ave, Pioneer Sq; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-10pm Mon & Wed-Sat, from 10am Sun; [image: icon-traingif]dPioneer Sq)


This relative newcomer to Pioneer Square offers modern, high-end pub fare without a hefty price tag for their solid craft cocktails and fun small-plate offerings. In fact most items on the menu are $10 and under, making it a great spot to settle in for a few rounds.







6Queen Anne & Lake Union


[image: icon-top-choice]oEl Diablo Coffee CoCAFE

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-285-0693; www.eldiablocoffee.com; 1811 Queen Anne Ave N, Queen Anne; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-6pm; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g13)


Anyone for a café cubano? This cheerful Queen Anne cafe specializes in Cuban-style coffee – ie strong, short, black and loaded with sugar. Take a cue from the locals and pick up a book from the adjoining Queen Anne Book Company and dig into it on El Diablo’s patio.





Mecca CaféBAR

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-285-9728; http://mecca-cafe.com; 526 Queen Anne Ave N, Queen Anne; burgers from $10.50; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-2am; [image: icon-busgif]g13)


Half of the long, skinny room at Mecca Café is a ketchup-on-the-table diner, but all the fun happens on the other side, where decades worth of beer mat scribbles line the walls and the bartenders know the jukebox songs better than you do.





Hilltop Ale HousePUB

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-723-5123; www.seattlealehouses.com; 2129 Queen Anne Ave N, Queen Anne; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-11pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat; [image: icon-busgif]g13)


Hilltop is a comfy neighborhood hangout on Queen Anne Hill, sister to the 74th Street Ale House ([image: icon-phonegif]%206-784-2955; www.74thst.com; 7401 Greenwood Ave N; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-11pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat; [image: icon-busgif]g5) in Phinney Ridge. It has a friendly vibe and a large selection of microbrews, served in proper 20oz pints, and the menu is well above your standard pub fare (mains $11 to $15).







6The CD, Madrona & Madison Park


Cypher CafeCAFE

(www.facebook.com/CypherCafeWAHall; 153 14th Ave, CD; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8:30am-6pm Mon-Fri, 8:30am-7pm Sat, 11am-3pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g27)


Owned by a local nonprofit (Black Power Unlimited), Cypher Cafe is on the 1st floor of Washington Hall and aims to function as a modern salon for the CD’s African American community. Everyone is welcome for cups of strongly brewed coffee, great espresso drinks and a small, but always tasty, collection of baked goods.





Madrona ArmsPUB

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-739-5104; www.madronaarms.com; 1138 34th Ave, Madrona; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-midnight Mon-Fri, from 9am Sat & Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g2)


A newish neighborhood pub in Madrona fashioned in the old British tradition with obvious nods to Seattle (local draft ales). It’s run by an Irishman so there’s Guinness on tap and some old-country food standards, including bangers and mash, and shepherd’s pie.







6U District


[image: icon-top-choice]oBlue MoonBAR

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-675-9116; www.bluemoonseattle.wordpress.com; 712 NE 45th St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4pm-2am Mon-Fri, from 2pm Sat & Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g74)


A legendary counterculture dive that first opened in 1934 to celebrate the repeal of Prohibition, Blue Moon makes much of its former literary patrons – including Dylan Thomas and Allen Ginsberg. The place is agreeably gritty and unpredictable, with graffiti carved into the seats and punk poets likely to stand up and start pontificating at any moment. Frequent live music.





Café AllegroCAFE

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-633-3030; www.seattleallegro.com; 4214 University Way NE; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6:30am-9pm Mon-Fri, 7:30am-9pm Sat, 8am-9pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g70)


Let’s dispel a myth: it’s this place, not Starbucks, that’s the oldest functioning coffee bar in Seattle. Founded in 1975, it was a bona fide espresso bar when Starbucks was still just a store that sold coffee beans and machinery. Stuffed into a back alley between NE 42nd and NE 43rd Sts, the cafe hasn’t changed much over the years.





Café RacerBAR

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-523-5282; www.caferacerseattle.com; 5828 Roosevelt Way NE; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-11pm Tue-Thu, 11am-1am Fri, 9am-1am Sat, 9am-11pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g67 from UW station)


A bohemian beauty tucked away in the northern part of the U District, the Racer is an eclectic head-spinner full of crazy little details. It’s known for its hearty brunches (the corn-beef hash hits the spot), fine coffee and Sunday ‘Racer Sessions’ (improv jazz). It’s one of the last places that has that distinct old Seattle feel.















3Entertainment


[image: icon-top-choice]oMcCaw HallOPERA

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-684-7200; www.mccawhall.com; 321 Mercer St, Seattle Center; [image: icon-monorailgif]DSeattle Center)


Home of the Seattle Opera (map Google map; www.seattleopera.org) and Pacific Northwest Ballet (map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-441-2424; www.pnb.org), this magnificent structure in the Seattle Center was given a massive overhaul in 2003.





Seattle SymphonyCLASSICAL MUSIC

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-215-4747; www.seattlesymphony.org; 200 University St, Downtown; [image: icon-traingif]dUniversity St)


A major regional ensemble, the Seattle Symphony orchestra plays at the Benaroya Concert Hall (www.seattlesymphony.org/benaroyahall), which you’ll find downtown at 2nd Ave and University St.





[image: icon-top-choice]oCrocodileLIVE MUSIC

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-441-4618; www.thecrocodile.com; 2200 2nd Ave, Belltown; [image: icon-busgif]g13)


Nearly old enough to be called a Seattle institution, the Crocodile is a clamorous 560-capacity music venue that first opened in 1991, just in time to grab the coattails of the grunge explosion. Everyone who’s anyone in Seattle’s alt-music scene has since played here, including a famous occasion in 1992 when Nirvana appeared unannounced, supporting Mudhoney.





[image: icon-top-choice]oDimitriou’s Jazz AlleyJAZZ

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-441-9729; www.jazzalley.com; 2033 6th Ave, Belltown; [image: icon-hoursgif]hshows 7:30pm & 9:30pm; [image: icon-tramgif]jSouth Lake Union Streetcar)


Hidden in an unlikely spot behind a boring-looking office building is Seattle’s most sophisticated and prestigious jazz club. Dimitriou’s hosts the best of the locals, as well as many national and international acts passing through.





NeumosLIVE MUSIC

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-709-9442; www.neumos.com; 925 E Pike St, Capitol Hill; [image: icon-tramgif]jFirst Hill Streetcar)


This punk, hip-hop and alternative-music joint is, along with the Crocodile in Belltown, one of Seattle’s most revered small music venues. Its storied list of former performers is too long to include, but if they’re cool and passing through Seattle, they’ve probably played here. The audience space can get hot and sweaty, and even smelly, but that’s rock and roll.





[image: icon-top-choice]oA Contemporary TheatreTHEATER

(map Google map; ACT; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-292-7676; www.acttheatre.org; 700 Union St, Downtown; [image: icon-traingif]dUniversity St)


One of the three big theater companies in the city, the ACT fills its $30 million home at Kreielsheimer Pl with performances by Seattle’s best thespians and occasional big-name actors. Terraced seating surrounds a central stage and the interior has gorgeous architectural embellishments.





Seattle SoundersSOCCER

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-622-3415; www.seattlesounders.net; 800 Occidental Ave S, SoDo; [image: icon-traingif]dStadium)


Far and away the best-supported soccer team in North America with average gates of over 40,000, the Sounders joined the MLS (Major League Soccer) in 2009 and have been highly successful, winning four US Open Cups and – perhaps more importantly – the Supporter’s Shield (basically, the MLS championship) in 2014. They play at CenturyLink Field (map Google map; www.centurylinkfield.com; 800 Occidental Ave S, SoDo; [image: icon-traingif]dStadium) from March through October.





GRUNGE PLAYLIST

Superfuzz Bigmuff (Sub Pop), Mudhoney Released in 1988, the catchy debut single ‘Touch Me I’m Sick’ became an instant classic.

Live Through This (City Slang), Hole Known by too many as the wife of Kurt Cobain, Courtney Love roared into the mainstream with this critically lauded album that has garnered recent cultural reappraisal as one of the genre’s best.

Nevermind (Geffen), Nirvana Grunge anthem ‘Smells Like Teen Spirit’ became, and remains, one of the most analyzed singles in the history of rock.

Ten (Epic), Pearl Jam The first studio album by one of rock’s biggest groups took a while to peak but contained three hit singles.

Badmotorfinger (A&M), Soundgarden The hair-metal side of grunge.






7Shopping


7Ballard & Discovery Park


[image: icon-top-choice]oLucca Great FindsGIFTS & SOUVENIRS

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-782-7337; www.luccagreatfinds.com; 5332 Ballard Ave NW, Ballard; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-6pm Mon-Fri, to 7pm Sat, 10am-5pm Sun)


One of the best things about this Ballard boutique is that it offers two shopping experiences: in the front is a chic PNW-themed homewares store that will have you redesigning your apartment in your head while you browse, and in the back is a stationery shop with reams of enviably stylish wrapping paper and rows of charming greeting cards.





[image: icon-top-choice]oBallyhooANTIQUES

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-268-0371; www.ballyhooseattle.com; 5445 Ballard Ave NW, Ballard; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-8pm Mon-Thu, to 9pm Fri & Sat; [image: icon-busgif]g40)


Even if you think you’ve been to every oddities shop worth a two-headed calf, Ballyhoo is worth a visit. What it lacks in space it makes up for in the breadth of its merchandise. On one side of the store you’ll find fun trinkets in the $1 to $10 range and on the other a fossilized woolly mammoth tooth.





Bop Street RecordsMUSIC

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-297-2232; www.bopstreetrecords.com; 2220 NW Market St, Ballard; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-8pm Tue-Wed, noon-10pm Thu-Sat, noon-5pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g40)


Probably the most impressive collection of vinyl you’re ever likely to see lines the heavily stacked shelves of Bop Street Records. The collection of half a million records covers every genre – it even has old-school 78s. No wonder rock stars and other serious musicians make it their first Seattle port of call.





INDIE MUSIC SINCE THE 1990S

Seattle has moved on from the ’90s and so has its music. The alternative scene dissipated slightly in the mid-90s, moving south to Olympia, where it embraced feminist punk movement Riot Grrrl, with bands like Bikini Kill and Bratmobile, and north to Bellingham, home of the Posies and Death Cab for Cutie. Post 2000, electronica band the Postal Service gained fresh success for the Sub Pop label, and the advent of rebranded KEXP radio in 2001 gave alternative music a fresh shot of adrenaline. Today Seattle still produces some interesting musical talent and remains an excellent place to catch up-and-coming live indie acts. Arguably, the best-known contemporary band is the indie rock sextet The Head and the Heart, which emerged out of Ballard’s pub scene in 2009. Formerly signed to Sub Pop, their most recent album Let’s Be Still was released in 2013. At the 2018 Grammy awards the most nominated female artist was singer-songwriter Brandi Carlile, who got her start playing at clubs in Seattle.






7Belltown & Seattle Center


Herban LegendsDISPENSARY

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-849-5596; www.herbanlegends.com; 55 Bell St, Belltown; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-11:45pm; [image: icon-busgif]g13)


Herban Legends is both a brilliantly silly pun and one of Seattle’s best dispensaries. It manages to feel very professionally run while maintaining a breezy vibe missing from other weed shops in town. The staff are always ready with a great recommendation and there is even a merch shop at the front should you want a coffee mug.





Moorea SealFASHION & ACCESSORIES

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-728-2523; www.mooreaseal.com; 2523 3rd Ave, Belltown; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-6pm Mon-Sat, to 4:30pm Sun)


Taking inspiration from the Pacific Northwest, Moorea Seal is a three-year-old store that curates accessories and goods that have a rustic-yet-urban feel. It stocks clothing and accessories, home decor and personal care products. Seven percent of all proceeds from sales benefits local nonprofits.







7Capitol Hill & First Hill


GlasswingHOMEWARES

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-641-7646; www.glasswingshop.com; 1525 Melrose Ave, Capitol Hill; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-7pm Mon-Sat, noon-6pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g11)


If you have some money to burn and you’d like to outfit your home and yourself in stylish, well-made goods that scream PNW chic, this is your place. It has everything from trendy houseplants to fashionable camping gear on the shelves, and even if you’re just browsing, the industrial-meets-nature vibe of the store’s design is worth popping in for.





BabelandADULT

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-328-2914; www.babeland.com; 707 E Pike St, Capitol Hill; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-10pm Mon-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat, noon-8pm Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]jFirst Hill Streetcar)


Remember those pink furry handcuffs and glass dildos you needed? Well, look no further. Babeland is a national chain made popular by its feminist, LGBTIQ+ inclusive and generally judgment-free environment. The friendly staff at its Capitol Hill outpost can suit you up with anything you may desire in the realm of adult toys.





Melrose MarketMARKET

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-568-2666; www.melrosemarketseattle.com; 1501-1535 Melrose Ave, Capitol Hill; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-11pm; [image: icon-busgif]g10) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Melrose Market, at the base of the trendy Pike–Pine Corridor in Capitol Hill, is a kind of modern antidote to Pike Place: it’s much smaller in size and bustling, but not packed to the literal gills with tourists. The two places do, however, share one thing in common: they’re both fastidiously locavore.





RevivalVINTAGE

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-395-6414; www.revivalshopseattle.com; 233 Broadway E, Capitol Hill; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-7pm Tue-Sat, noon-6pm Sun; [image: icon-traingif]dCapitol Hill)


Imagine a brick-and-mortar version of eBay with gear chosen by your ultimate personal shopper. This vintage/used clothes shop is far from being a dumping ground for someone else’s unwanted clothes. Rather it is a collection of little gems uncovered by skilled treasure hunters.







7Downtown, Pike Place & Waterfront


[image: icon-top-choice]oOld Seattle PaperworksPOSTERS, MAGAZINES

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-623-2870; 1501 Pike Place Market, Pike Place; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm; [image: icon-traingif]dWestlake)


If you like decorating your home with old magazine covers from Life, Time and Rolling Stone, or have a penchant for art-deco tourist posters from the 1930s, or are looking for that rare Hendrix concert flyer from 1969, this is your nirvana. It’s in Pike Place Market’s Down Under section.





Pure Food FishFOOD

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-622-5765; www.freshseafood.com; 1511 Pike Pl, Pike Place; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-6pm; [image: icon-traingif]dWestlake)


Perhaps the gift that says ‘I *heart* Seattle’ the most is a whole salmon or other fresh seafood from the fish markets. All the markets will prepare fish for transportation on the plane ride home, but Pure Food Fish has been around for four generations and has the best reputation for quality and value.





Market MagicMAGIC

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-624-4271; www.marketmagicshop.com; 1501 Pike Pl, Pike Place; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Mon-Sat, from 10:30am Sun; [image: icon-traingif]dWestlake)


Selling fake dog poop, stink bombs, water-squirting rings and magic tricks, this Pike Place Market magic shop is heaven for aspiring magicians, pranksters, school kids and grown-ups who wish they were still school kids.





Truffle QueenFOOD

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-292-5555; https://trufflequeen.com; 1524 Pike Pl, Pike Place; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm; [image: icon-traingif]dWestlake)


If you’re struggling to work out which fine Pike Place Market artisanal product to take home with you, here’s some friendly advice: proceed directly to Truffle Queen (formerly La Buona Tavola) and buy its truffle oil. Made from high-quality Italian truffles, this is the real deal and well worth the investment.





Left Bank BooksBOOKS

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-662-0195; www.leftbankbooks.com; 92 Pike St, Pike Place; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-7pm Mon-Sat, 11am-6pm Sun; [image: icon-traingif]dWestlake)


This collective of more than 40 years displays zines in español, revolutionary pamphlets, essays by Chomsky and an inherent suspicion of authority. You’re in Seattle, just in case you forgot.







7Georgetown & West Seattle


[image: icon-top-choice]oEasy Street Records & CaféMUSIC

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-938-3279; www.easystreetonline.com; 4559 California Ave SW, West Seattle; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-9pm Mon-Sat, to 7pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]gRapidRide C Line)


Pearl Jam once played at Easy Street, arguably Seattle’s most multifarious record store, and the business continues to sponsor regular events. Inside, young kids with elaborate tattoos mingle with graying ex-punks under a montage of retro parking signs and Nirvana posters. Proving itself to be an invaluable community resource, Easy Street has its own cafe selling food, coffee and beer.





Susan Wheeler HomeVINTAGE

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-402-5080; www.susanwheelerhome.com; 5515 Airport Way S, Georgetown; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-6pm Wed-Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g124)


This newer addition to Georgetown’s small vintage row manages to find a perfect balance of pleasingly cluttered yet artfully refined. There are shelves precariously stacked full of antique plates, tables covered in crystal glassware sets, and an entire corner devoted to towels and linens from around the world. Somehow there isn’t an item that doesn’t feel specially selected.





Georgetown RecordsMUSIC

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-762-5638; www.georgetownrecords.net; 1201 S Vale St, Georgetown; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-8pm Mon-Sat, to 5pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g124)


This amazing record store had the guts to open in 2004 when vinyl sales were close to an all-time low. With the format now returning to its pre-1990s glory, it’s an excellent place to go to score rare picture-cover 45in singles from obscure British 1970s punk bands (and plenty more besides).







7Green Lake & Fremont


Fremont Vintage MallANTIQUES

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-329-4460; www.fremontvintagemall.com; 3419 Fremont Pl N, Fremont; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-7pm Mon-Sat, to 6pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g5)


Descending into this subterranean antique mall is like diving down to a sunken Spanish galleon full of plundered treasure. Who knows what you might bring to the surface? An old 1950s vending machine? A clownish unicycle? An Afghan coat that looks exactly like something Hendrix once wore? It’s worth the trip to find out!





Archie McPheeGIFTS & SOUVENIRS

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-297-0240; www.archiemcpheeseattle.com; 1300 N 45th St, Wallingford; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-7pm Mon-Sat, 11am-6pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g44)


Looking for a whoopee cushion? Some plastic bugs to scare a friend? How about a Halloween mask or a joke book? You’ll find them all at Archie McPhee, a bastion of old-world pranks, gags and other items for general tomfoolery.







7Pioneer Square, International District & SoDo


[image: icon-top-choice]oFilsonSPORTS & OUTDOORS

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-622-3147; www.filson.com; 1741 1st Ave S, SoDo; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm Mon-Sat, noon-5pm Sun; [image: icon-traingif]dStadium)


Founded in 1897 as the original outfitters for prospectors heading for the Klondike, Filson is a long-standing Seattle legend that, in 2015, opened up this hugely impressive flagship store in SoDo. Wall-mounted bison heads and sepia-toned photos evoke the Klondike spirit, while flop-down sofas and literary tomes encourage lingering.





UwajimayaMALL

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-624-6248; www.uwajimaya.com; 600 5th Ave S, International District; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-10pm Mon-Sat, 9am-9pm Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]jFirst Hill Streetcar)


Founded by Fujimatsu Moriguchi, one of the few Japanese Americans to return here from the WWII internment camps, this large department and grocery store – a cornerstone of Seattle’s Asian community – has everything from fresh fish and exotic fruits and vegetables to cooking utensils and homewares. It’s a terrific place to go gift shopping.





INDEPENDENT BOOKSTORES

Ironically, the city that spawned Amazon guards one of the best collections of indie bookstores in the US. Established local operators include University Book Store ([image: icon-phonegif]%206-634-3400; www.ubookstore.com; 4326 University Way NE; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-7pm Mon-Fri, 10am-6pm Sat, noon-5pm Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g70), a veritable book emporium founded in 1900 that offers the kind of well-informed personal touches that online shopping can never replicate. Equally revered is Elliott Bay Book Company (map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-624-6600; www.elliottbaybook.com; 1521 10th Ave, Capitol Hill; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-10pm Mon-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat, to 9pm Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]jFirst Hill Streetcar), where a tranquil cafe, a team of well-read staff and regular author signings provide multiple excuses to linger. Lower down the food chain are more specialist booksellers such as Metsker Maps (map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-623-8747; www.metskers.com; 1511 1st Ave, Pike Place; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-8pm Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat, 10am-6pm Sun; [image: icon-traingif]dWestlake), for travel-related books, and Fantagraphics ([image: icon-phonegif]%206-658-0110; www.fantagraphics.com; 1201 S Vale St, Georgetown; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-8pm Mon-Sat, to 5pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g124), for graphic novels and comic strips. In 2015 Seattle prepared itself for the ultimate oxymoron when Amazon opened its first bricks-and-mortar bookstore in the U District (you can give it a miss). With print book sales on the rise for the first time in over a decade, it’s proof that bookstores can and will survive.






7Queen Anne & Lake Union


[image: icon-top-choice]oREIOUTDOOR EQUIPMENT

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-223-1944; www.rei.com; 222 Yale Ave N, Lake Union; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-9pm Mon-Sat, 10am-7pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g70)


REI is the be-all and end-all of outdoor clothing and equipment, and its Lake Union flagship is no exception. In fact it even comes equipped with some additional perks like an outdoor mountain-bike test track. The store also rents various ski packages, climbing gear and camping equipment, and organizes a ton of courses from map-reading to bike maintenance.





Queen Anne Book CompanyBOOKS

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-283-5624; www.qabookco.com; 1811 Queen Anne Ave N, Queen Anne; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-7pm Mon-Fri, to 5pm Sat & Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g13)


This charming little nook is everything a neighborhood bookstore should be, with frequent poetry readings and book signings. The adjoining El Diablo Coffee Co has a lovely little patio where you can sip a coffee and pore over your latest book purchase.





Feathered FriendsSPORTS & OUTDOORS

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-292-2210; www.featheredfriends.com; 119 Yale Ave N, Lake Union; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-7pm Mon-Wed, to 8pm Thu & Fri, to 6pm Sat, 11am-5pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g70)


Feathered Friends stocks high-end climbing equipment, made-to-order sleeping bags and backcountry ski gear. Products made with down are the specialty.







7The CD, Madrona & Madison Park


Two Big BlondesCLOTHING

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-762-8620; www.twobigblondes.com; 2501 S Jackson St, CD; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-6pm Tue-Sat, noon-5pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g8)


If you are in the market for women’s clothing in a size 14+, Two Big Blondes is the place for you – this plus-size consignment store has thousands of items to pick through. The helpful staff and chatty loyal customers elevate the experience here. Come prepared to make some friends.







7U District


Scarecrow VideoELECTRONICS

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-524-8554; www.scarecrow.com; 5030 Roosevelt Way NE; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-9pm Sun-Tue & Thu, 11am-10pm Wed, noon-10pm Fri & Sat; [image: icon-busgif]g74)


In an era when video stores appear to have befallen the same fate as the Tyrannosaurus rex, Scarecrow soldiers on. It’s the largest video store in the country, with over 100,000 films in stock, many of them rare. A true community resource.









8Information


ACCESSIBLE TRAVEL

All public buildings (including hotels, restaurants, theaters and museums) are required by law to provide wheelchair access and to have appropriate restroom facilities available. Telephone companies provide relay operators for the hearing impaired. Many banks provide ATM instructions in braille. Dropped curbs are standard at intersections throughout the city.

Around 80% of Metro’s buses are equipped with wheelchair lifts. Timetables marked with an ‘L’ indicate wheelchair accessibility. Be sure to let the driver know if you need your stop to be called and, if possible, pull the cord when you hear the call. Service animals are allowed on Metro buses. Passengers with disabilities qualify for a reduced fare, but first need to contact Metro Transit ([image: icon-phonegif]%206-553-3000; http://kingcounty.gov/depts/transportation/metro.aspx) for a permit.

Most large private and chain hotels have suites for guests with disabilities. Many car-rental agencies offer hand-controlled models at no extra charge. Make sure you give at least two days’ notice. All major airlines, Greyhound buses and Amtrak trains allow guide dogs to accompany passengers and often sell two-for-one packages when attendants of passengers with serious disabilities are required. Airlines will also provide assistance for connecting, boarding and disembarking. Ask for assistance when making your reservation.

Download Lonely Planet’s free Accessible Travel guides from http://lptravel.to/AccessibleTravel.




EMERGENCY

The Health and Human Services Info line provides information on emergency services, legal advice etc.



	Health & Human Services Info	[image: icon-phonegif]%211

	US Country Code	[image: icon-phonegif]%1

	Police, Fire & Ambulance	[image: icon-phonegif]%911

	Seattle Police	[image: icon-phonegif]%206-625-5011

	Washington State Patrol	[image: icon-phonegif]%360-596-4000







TOURIST INFORMATION

Visit Seattle ([image: icon-phonegif]%206-461-5800; www.visitseattle.org; 701 Pike St, Downtown; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm daily Jun-Sep, Mon-Fri Oct-May; [image: icon-traingif]dWestlake) The main tourist information center is in the Washington State Convention Center in Downtown.






8Getting There & Away


AIR

Seattle-Tacoma International Airport (SEA; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-787-5388; www.portseattle.org/Sea-Tac; 17801 International Blvd; [image: icon-wifigif]W), shared with the city of Tacoma, is the arrival point for nearly 50 million people annually.

There are Smarte Carte baggage-storage facilities in the airport as well as currency-exchange services and car-rental agencies, all located in the baggage-claim area.




BOAT

Nearly 200 cruise ships call in at Seattle annually. They dock at either Smith Cove Cruise Terminal (Pier 91), in the Magnolia neighborhood, 2 miles north of downtown, or Bell Street Cruise Terminal (Pier 66).

The Victoria Clipper ([image: icon-phonegif]%206-448-5000; www.clippervacations.com; 2701 Alaskan Way, Belltown) ferry from Victoria, BC (Canada), docks at Pier 69 just south of the Olympic Sculpture Park in Belltown. Washington State Ferries (www.bainbridgeisland.com; 801 Alaskan Way, Pier 52, Waterfront; walk-on/bike/car $8.50/9.50/19.15) services from Bremerton and Bainbridge Island use Pier 52.




BUS

Various intercity coaches serve Seattle and there is more than one drop-off point – it all depends on which company you are using.

Bellair Airporter Shuttle ([image: icon-phonegif]%866-235-5247; www.airporter.com; 705 Pike St, Downtown) Runs buses to Yakima, Bellingham and Anacortes, and stops at King Street Station (for Yakima) and the Washington State Convention Center (for Bellingham and Anacortes).

Cantrail (www.cantrail.com; adult/child $45/23) Amtrak’s bus connector runs four daily services to Vancouver (one way from $42) and picks up and drops off at King Street Station.

Greyhound ([image: icon-phonegif]%206-628-5526; www.greyhound.com; 503 S Royal Brougham Way, SoDo; [image: icon-traingif]dStadium) Connects Seattle with cities all over the country, including Chicago (from $157 one way, two days, three daily), San Francisco ($91, 20 hours, two daily) and Vancouver (Canada; $18, four hours, three daily). The company has its own terminal just south of King Street Station in SoDo, accessible on the Central Link light-rail (Stadium Station).

Quick Shuttle ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-665-2122; www.quickcoach.com; tickets $29-59; [image: icon-wifigif]W) Fast and efficient, with five to six daily buses to Vancouver ($43). Picks up at the Best Western Executive Inn in Taylor Ave N near the Seattle Center. Grab the monorail or walk to downtown.




TRAIN

Three main rail routes fan out from Seattle, serving the following cities:



	Destination	Cost ($)	Time (hr)	Frequency (per day)

	Chicago, IL	401	45	1

	Los Angeles, CA	238	35	1

	Oakland, CA	226	23	1

	Portland, OR	63	3-4	5

	Spokane, WA	125	8	2

	Vancouver, BC	77	3-4	2









8Getting Around

There is a large and growing network of public transportation in Seattle.

Bus A wide number of routes. Pay as you enter the bus; there’s a flat fee of $2.75/1.50 per adult/child; you’ll receive a slip that entitles you to a transfer until the time noted.

Light-rail Regular all-day service on one line between Sea-Tac Airport and the University of Washington via downtown.

Streetcar Two lines; the South Lake Union line runs from Westlake Center to South Lake Union every 15 minutes, and the First Hill line runs from Pioneer Square to Capitol Hill. Fares are $2.25/1.50 per adult/child.

Taxi Initial charge $2.60, then $2.50 per mile.

Water taxi Runs between Pier 50 on the waterfront to West Seattle; daily in summer, weekdays only in winter.




AROUND SEATTLE

[image: 14-seattle-around-pnw8-jpg]


Bainbridge Island

Bainbridge Island is a favorite vacation destination for Seattleites and visitors from further afield, but the island is close enough to the city that it contains a healthy full-time population, many of whom commute to Seattle by ferry. It’s the quickest and easiest way to get out on the water from the big city, and the ride over provides stunning views of both Seattle and the Sound. Prepare to stroll around lazily, tour some waterfront taverns, taste wines, and maybe rent a bike and cycle around the invitingly flat countryside.


Bainbridge VineyardsWINE

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-842-9463; www.bainbridgevineyards.com; 8989 NE Day Rd; tasting of 4 wines $5; [image: icon-hoursgif]htasting room noon-5pm Thu-Mon)


Bainbridge Vineyards is a quaint and certified organic winemaker within spitting distance from Seattle. It’s about 4 miles north of the ferry dock off Hwy 305: perfect for a bike ride on a sunny day.





8Getting There & Away

Washington State Ferries runs several times a day from Pier 52 (adult/car and driver $8.50/19.15, bicycle surcharge $1, 30 minutes).






Vashon Island

More rural and countercultural than Bainbridge, Vashon Island has resisted suburbanization – a rare accomplishment in the Puget Sound area (locals attribute the success to their opposition to letting the state build a bridge). Much of Vashon is covered with farms and gardens; the small community centers double as commercial hubs and artists’ enclaves. Cascade views abound, with unencumbered vistas of Mt Rainier and north to Baker.

Vashon is a good island to explore by bicycle or car, lazily stopping to pick berries or fruit at a ‘U-pick’ garden or orchard. You can also hike in one of the county parks.


8Getting There & Away

Despite looking the part of a remote island, Vashon is actually well connected to nearby Seattle via a regular ferry service. It’s important to note, though, that the ferry terminal on the island is over 4 miles from the main commercial center. There is an infrequent bus, but planning alternative transportation is recommended.

King County Water Taxi (www.kingcounty.gov/depts/transportation/water-taxi/vashon; Pier 50, Seattle; one way $6.75) This passenger-only ferry leaves from Pier 50 downtown six times each weekday for Vashon Island ($6.75, 25 minutes).

Washington State Ferries ([image: icon-phonegif]%206-464-6400; www.wsdot.wa.gov; 4829 SW Barton St, Fauntleroy; per person/bike/car $5.55/6.55/19.20) From Fauntleroy in West Seattle, a car ferry leaves more than 30 times daily for Vashon (passenger $5.55, car and driver $19.60, 15 minutes). Fares are collected only on the journey to the island.






Tacoma

Tacoma gets a bad rap as a beleaguered mill town known mostly for its distinctive ‘Tacom-aroma,’ a product of nearby paper mills. Its nickname, ‘City of Destiny’ – because it was Puget Sound’s railroad terminus – once seemed a grim joke. But destiny has started to come through – renewed investment in the arts and significant downtown revitalization make it a worthy stop on the Portland–Seattle route. It’s also a popular hub for all manner of corporate conventions.


Museum of GlassMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%866-468-7386; www.museumofglass.org; 1801 Dock St; adult/child $17/5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Wed-Sat, noon-5pm Sun)


The Museum of Glass, with its slanted tower called the Hot Shop Amphitheater, is Tacoma’s tribute to native son Dale Chihuly. It has art exhibits and glassblowing demonstrations. Chihuly’s characteristically elaborate and colorful Bridge of Glass walkway connects the museum with the enormous copper-domed neobaroque 1911 Union Station.





Point DefiancePARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%253-305-1088; www.pdza.org; 5400 N Pearl St; zoo adult/child $19/15; [image: icon-hoursgif]hzoo hours vary)


Take Ruston Way out to Point Defiance, a 700-acre park complex with free-roaming bison and mountain goats, a logging museum, a zoo, an aquarium and miles of trails to explore.





Pacific GrillAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%253-627-3535; www.pacificgrilltacoma.com; 1502 Pacific Ave; mains $15-36; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-2pm & 4:30-9pm Mon-Thu, to 10pm Fri, 10am-2pm & 4:30-10pm Sat, to 9pm Sun)


Pacific Grill serves lunch and dinner to office workers, museum tourists and conference attendees. The interior is cozy, if a bit generic, but the food is exceptional, elevating clubhouse favorites turkey sandwiches and Caesar salads with bold flavors and fun ingredients like artichoke heart tapenade and white anchovies.





WORTH A TRIP

FUTURE OF FLIGHT AVIATION CENTER & BOEING TOUR

One of the Seattle area’s most worthwhile outlying sights is the Future of Flight Aviation Center & Boeing Tour ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-464-1476; www.futureofflight.org; 8415 Paine Field Blvd, Mukilteo; adult/child $25/15; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8:30am-5:30pm, tours 9am-3pm) in the city of Everett, 25 miles north of Seattle. Serving as a good complement to Georgetown’s Museum of Flight, the center, aside from its museum, offers something different: a tour of the real working Boeing factory where the famous planes are made. The huge complex is actually the world’s most voluminous building, meaning the 90-minute tours involve plenty of traveling around, some of it by bus. Getting to the center without a car can be a pain, but you can save time by partaking in an organized tour with Tours Northwest ([image: icon-phonegif]%206-768-1234; www.toursnorthwest.com), which picks up from downtown hotels. It charges $98/88 per adult/child, including admission and tax. No cameras are allowed.






Snoqualmie Valley

East of Seattle’s Eastside, the Snoqualmie Valley has long been a photogenic backwater of dairy farms, lush orchards and produce gardens surrounded by steep alpine peaks. Although suburbs are quickly taking over the valley, there’s still enough of a rural, small-town ambience to make for a beautiful drive or bike ride.


[image: icon-top-choice]oSnoqualmie FallsWATERFALL

(www.snoqualmiefalls.com; 6501 Railroad Ave SE, Snoqualmie)


Whether or not you recognize this wide and powerful waterfall from the opening credits of Twin Peaks, it’s more than worth it to pull over and take in this stunner from one of the many viewpoints at Snoqualmie Falls park. When you’ve picked your jaw up off the floor and gotten your pictures, embark on one of several trails that start from the parking lots.





Summit at SnoqualmieSKIING

([image: icon-phonegif]%425-434-7669; www.summitatsnoqualmie.com; 1001 SR 906; day pass adult/youth $95/62; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-10pm late Nov-Apr)


The closest ski area to Seattle (read: busy) also boasts the largest floodlit ski network in the US.





Salish Lodge & SpaHOTEL$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%info 425-888-2556, reservations 800-272-5474; www.salishlodge.com; 6501 Railroad Ave, Snoqualmie; d from $459; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Here is a beautiful resort that sits atop 268ft Snoqualmie Falls. This hotel doesn’t rest on its well-located laurels: the modern amenities combined with rustic Pacific Northwest charm (imagine enjoying the warmth of a fireplace while lounging on a memory foam mattress) make this a quintessential luxury lodge getaway.





[image: icon-top-choice]oHerbfarmAMERICAN$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%425-485-5300; www.theherbfarm.com; 14590 NE 145th St, Woodinville; dinner $205-280; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7-11:30pm Thu-Sat, 4:30-9pm Sun)


At this legendary, very upscale restaurant, nine-course dinners are created around a specific theme and are drawn from the gardens, the farm itself and small local growers, and matched with locally produced wines.
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Northwestern Washington & the San Juan Islands

[image: 15-nw-wash-san-juan-loc-pnw8-jpg]



Why Go?

Between Seattle, the Cascade Range and Canada lies Washington’s most archetypal region, a ‘greatest hits’ of the Pacific Northwest with all the sights and sounds outsiders traditionally associate with the land of pure air and West Coast hedonism. There’s the skyline-hogging volcano (Mt Baker); the wilderness-flecked natural parks (everywhere); the liberal, collegiate city (Bellingham); the antiresort ski ‘resort’ (Baker, again); innumerable islands (the San Juan archipelago); and even a stash of credible vineyards.

The Northwest’s urban hub is laid-back Bellingham, while its rural highlight could be any one of the 200-plus islands that speckle the northern reaches of Puget Sound. Cultural life tends to be influenced by Seattle and Vancouver, BC, ensuring that the music’s electric, the microbreweries plentiful and the coffee aromatic. And wherever you go you’ll be sure to find an abundance of Northwestern cuisine featuring locally sourced ingredients, from wild-caught salmon to the world’s sweetest blackberries.




When to Go

[image: bellingham-cc.jpg]

	Mar & Apr Vibrant flower displays at the Skagit County Tulip Festival.

	Jun–Aug Glorious weather and you can spy whales offshore.

	Sep & Oct Avoid summer crowds and enjoy fall colors in the San Juan Islands.







Best Places to Eat

A Pepper Sisters

A UpCountry

A Adrift

A Duck Soup Inn

A Inn at Ship Bay




Best Places to Stay

A Willows Inn

A Golden Tree Hostel

A Wild Iris Inn

A Olympic Lights B&B

A Hotel Bellwether






Northwestern Washington & the San Juan Islands Highlights

[image: 15-nw-wash-san-juan-ch-pnw8-jpg]

1 San Juan Islands Propelling yourself around this low-key archipelago.

2 Chuckanut Drive Taking the slow road, stopping at hiking trails and oyster bars.

3 Bellingham Browsing historic neighborhoods while licking a Mallard ice-cream cone.

4 Skagit County Tulip Festival Staying in a La Conner B&B during this colorful event.

5 Lummi Island Hiking lush Baker Mountain on this slender green finger of land.

6 Lime Kiln Point State Park Whale-watching from this beautiful park on San Juan Island with views of Vancouver Island and the Olympic Mountains.

7 Mt Constitution Taking in the view from the top, on Orcas Island.




NORTHWEST COAST

From the Victorian-meets-hipster college town of Bellingham to the sea-worn cuteness of Anacortes, the northwest coast isn’t just a launching pad to the San Juan Islands – it makes an enticing destination of its own.


Bellingham

[image: icon-phonegif]%360 / POP 89,045

Imagine a slightly less gentrified slice of Portland, OR, broken off and towed 250 miles to the north. Welcome to laid-back Bellingham, a green, liberal and famously livable settlement that has a distinctly libertine, nothing-is-too-weird ethos. Mild in both manners and weather, the city is an unlikely alliance of espresso-sipping students, venerable retirees and all-weather triathletes, with brewpubs on every corner.

Historically, Bellingham was four different towns – Fairhaven, Sehome, Whatcom and Bellingham – that amalgamated into a single metro area in the late 19th century. Despite vestiges of its industrial past along the waterfront, and a flirtation with out-of-town 1980s mall development directed mainly toward bargain-hunting Canadians, Bellingham’s downtown has been revitalized in recent years with intra-urban trails, stylishly refurbished warehouses, independent food co-ops, tasty brunch spots and – in genteel Fairhaven – a rejuvenated historic district.


1Sights


Whatcom Museum of History & ArtMUSEUM

(www.whatcommuseum.org; 121 Prospect St; adult/child $10/5; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-5pm Wed-Sun; [image: icon-familygif]c) [image: icon-sustainable]S


This revamped museum is spread over three buildings: historic Whatcom City Hall (built in 1892), the adjacent Syre Education Center (photo archives, open by appointment) and the innovative Lightcatcher building (Floral St at Grand Ave), built around a spectacular 37ft glass wall that does just what the name indicates. Well-designed exhibits include historical material, Northwest painting and sculpture, and Native American traditional arts and techniques from cedarwork to basket-weaving. The old city hall shows a useful introductory video.





Whatcom Falls ParkPARK

You might feel like you’ve wandered into the North Cascades when you venture into this enormous wooded park. The wild region bisects Bellingham’s eastern suburbs, stretching from Lake Whatcom to Bellingham Bay. Changes in elevation are marked by four waterfalls, including Whirlpool Falls, a popular summer swimming hole with a historic mossy bridge across it, just steps from the parking lot. There are 4 miles of trails in the park as well as picnic tables and recreational facilities.




SPARK Museum of Electrical InventionMUSEUM

(www.sparkmuseum.org; 1312 Bay St; adult/child $8/5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-5pm Wed-Sun)


This museum showcases more than 2000 exhibits relating to the early days of electricity and the golden age of radio. And if you’re over 18 and willing to cough up an extra $12, you can climb inside the ‘Cage of Doom’ and get zapped by bolts of electricity from a Tesla coil during the MegaZapper show. How can you resist?







2Activities

Publications such as Outside Magazine have consistently lauded Bellingham for its abundant outdoor opportunities. Wedged comfortably between mountains and sea, it offers outdoor activities by the truckload. Lakes Whatcom, Samish and Padden, all within a few minutes of town, make for great picnicking and boating, while walkers and hikers can trace the well-paved Interurban Trail through Fairhaven to Larrabee State Park (www.parks.state.wa.us/536/larrabee; Chuckanut Dr; [image: icon-hoursgif]hdawn-dusk). More challenging hikes on Chuckanut Mountain provide awesome views of Mt Baker; the main trailhead is on Hwy 11 just south of Fairhaven.


American Alpine InstituteHIKING

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-671-1505; www.alpineinstitute.com; 1515 12th St)


The American Alpine Institute offers a huge range of private tours, skills courses and expeditions, including guided three-day novice climbs up Mt Baker from $795 (May to September); they fill up fast, so reserve well in advance. Its next-door gear shop sells and rents outdoor equipment (10am to 6pm Monday to Friday, 8am to 2pm on Saturday).





Moondance Sea Kayak AdventuresKAYAKING

(www.moondancekayak.com; 348 Cove Rd; half-day tours adult/child $70/60; [image: icon-hoursgif]hApr-Sep)


If you’re interested in getting out on the water, try this outfit, which runs family-friendly guided trips in Chuckanut Bay, launching from Larrabee State Park.





Fairhaven BicyclesCYCLING

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-733-4433; www.fairhavenbicycles.com; 1108 11th St; bike rental per day from $50; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm Mon & Wed-Sat, 11am-5pm Sun)


Bellingham is one of the most bike-friendly cities in the Northwest, with a well-maintained intra-urban trail going as far south as Larrabee State Park. This outfit rents bikes and has maps on local routes.





WORTH A TRIP

CHUCKANUT DRIVE

Chuckanut Dr (SR11) is one of the West Coast’s most spectacular and historic coastal back roads, a thin ribbon of winding asphalt that provides a refreshing alternative to the cars speeding along busy I-5. Running 21 miles from Old Fairhaven in Bellingham down to Burlington in Skagit County, the route takes in the craggy coastline overlooking the San Juan Islands, protecting hidden beaches and a 2500-acre state park, and offering such myriad diversions as hiking, cycling, beachcombing and fine dining along the way.

Defying steep ocean-side terrain, the ‘drive’ was first laid out in 1896 to link Whatcom County with Mt Vernon and Seattle to the south. In 1912 a railcar was added on the northern part of the route and in 1915 local entrepreneur Charles Larrabee donated 20 acres of Chuckanut Mountain to make Washington’s first state park. But in the 1920s, as traffic demands between Seattle and Vancouver exploded, Hwy 99 (now I-5) was constructed further east to ply an easier route through the coastal lowlands, leaving Chuckanut as something of a rural road relic.

If you’re ambling by, be sure to pull over at the spectacularly located Oyster Bar ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-766-6185; www.theoysterbar.net; 2578 Chuckanut Dr, Bow; mains $32-36, oysters from $2.95; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-10pm) for a laid-back lunch.






TTours


[image: icon-top-choice]oNorthwest NavigationCRUISE

([image: icon-phonegif]%877-670-7863; www.northwestnavigation.com; 3-day cruise per person from $1800)


For an intimate, boutique cruise experience (maximum six passengers), Northwest Navigation runs exceptional multiday cruises in the San Juan Islands on a beautifully refurbished 1929 towboat. Expect to experience the natural world at its finest and dine on exquisite fresh food. The company offers longer tours as far afield as Alaska via the Inside Passage.







zFestivals & Events


Ski to Sea RaceSPORTS

(www.skitosea.com; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMemorial Day)


A fixture since 1911, this seven-leg team relay from the top of Mt Baker 93.5 miles down to Fairhaven Marine Park on Puget Sound enshrines the combination of magic and madness that makes this great city tick. The seven disciplines are cross-country skiing, downhill skiing, running, cycling, canoeing, mountain biking and kayaking, and around 4000 participants give it their all.





Bellingham Beer WeekBEER

(www.taptrail.com; [image: icon-hoursgif]hApr)


Spend a week exploring the mind-blowing variety of beers crafted in and around Bellingham. There are special events, dinners, parties and limited-beer releases all week. Pick up a Tap Trail Passport at any of the city’s brewpubs and collect stamps as you go to win prizes.







4Sleeping


Heliotrope HotelMOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-201-2914; www.heliotropehotel.com; 2419 Elm St; r with shared bath $99, r/ste from $109/130; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


A 1950s motor inn that’s been given a stylish makeover, this fun motel has 17 ground-floor rooms in various configurations, plus a secluded grassy yard with a firepit and a central lobby area designed to encourage hanging out. There’s no breakfast but staff have lots of suggestions for restaurants (and nightlife) within walking distance.





Fairhaven Village InnHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-733-1311; www.fairhavenvillageinn.com; 1200 10th St, Fairhaven; r from $179; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Downtown Bellingham lacks a decent number of well-appointed independent hotels, but one good option is this prime place in genteel Fairhaven. In keeping with the tone of the historic district, the inn is a class above the standard city hotels; its spacious, tastefully decorated rooms have views of either the harbor or the village.





[image: icon-top-choice]oHotel BellwetherBOUTIQUE HOTEL$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-392-3100; www.hotelbellwether.com; 1 Bellwether Way; r from $250; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Bellingham’s finest and most charismatic hotel lies on the waterfront and offers views of Lummi Island. Standard rooms (some with water views) come with Italian furnishings and Hungarian-down duvets, but the finest pick is the 900-sq-ft lighthouse suite (from $599), a converted three-story lighthouse with a wonderful private lookout. There’s a spa and a restaurant on the premises.







5Eating


[image: icon-top-choice]oMallardICE CREAM$

(www.mallardicecream.com; 1323 Railroad Ave; scoops from $2; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-10:30pm Mon-Thu, to 11pm Fri-Sun)


Bellingham’s date-night central is a lurid 1950s-style ice-cream parlor with a zillion different flavors – from super-vanilla to green tea, honey-tahini to black sesame. Come here before or after a show and sample the all-organic options.





Avenue BreadDELI$

(www.avenuebread.com; 1313 Railroad Ave; sandwiches $8-12; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-5pm Mon-Sat, 8am-5pm Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


A cross between a bakery, a deli and a cafe, this place with two Bellingham locations plus one in Fairhaven serves up a mean grilled ham and Swiss (and many other sandwiches) on deliciously fresh baked bread. Or try one of its gourmet egg-on-muffin creations (called ‘eggenues’) for a bargain $5. The coffee’s good too, so grab a table and linger.





Community Food CoopDELI$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-734-8158; www.communityfood.coop; 1220 N Forest St; dishes $5-12; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-10pm; [image: icon-veggif]v) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Bellingham’s long-standing community food co-op has a deli and hot food bar that sells fresh, organic, fair-trade and guilt-free food. Vegetarian- and vegan-friendly dishes like tofu scrambles, chimichurri yams and steamed veggies make regular appearances. You can eat here or take-out. Just across Holly Street, the Coop Bakery (open 7am to 7pm) has espresso drinks, smoothies and tempting pastries – all organic, of course.





Colophon CafeCAFE$

(1208 11th St, Fairhaven; sandwiches $8-16, soups $8-10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-8pm Mon-Thu, 9am-9pm Fri & Sat, 10am-7pm Sun)


Linked with Fairhaven’s famous literary haven, Village Books, the Colophon is a multiethnic eatery for people who like to follow their panini with Proust. Renowned for its African peanut soup and chocolate brandy cream pies, the cafe has indoor seating along with an outside wine garden and is ever popular with the local literati.





[image: icon-top-choice]oPepper SistersMODERN AMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-671-3414; www.peppersisters.com; 1055 N State St; mains $11-17; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4:30-9pm Tue-Thu & Sun, to 9:30pm Fri & Sat; [image: icon-familygif]c)


This cheerful, colorful restaurant serves innovative food that is hard to categorize – let’s call it New Mexican cuisine with a Northwestern twist. Try the grilled eggplant tostada, chipotle-and-pink-peppercorn enchilada or Southwest pizza (with green chilies, jack cheese and tomatillo sauce); there’s even a chicken-strip-free kids’ menu.





Bayou on BaySOUTHERN US$$

(www.bayouonbay.com; 1300 Bay St; mains $13-24; [image: icon-hoursgif]h3pm-late Tue-Fri, 10am-late Sat & Sun)


A Bellingham favorite, especially when the sun comes out and the dining area spills out onto the sidewalk. Start with breaded okra or hushpuppies (savory deep-fried cornmeal balls), and move on to anything from smoked pork ribs to a vegan jambalaya and wash it down with a Vieux Carré. The ambience is as fun and lively as the food.





D’Anna’s Café ItalianoITALIAN$$

(www.dannascafeitaliano.com; 1317 N State St; mains $16-35; [image: icon-hoursgif]h3-10pm)


D’Anna’s transports you to Sicily with its fresh homemade pastas, authentic chicken marsala and a Mt Etna–like portion of linguini and clams. The wine list mixes Italian favorites with up-and-coming Washington reds.







6Drinking & Nightlife

It’s hard to walk two blocks in this town without stumbling upon a brewpub – at last count, Bellingham had 13, threatening Portland’s ‘most breweries per capita’ standing. There’s also a cluster of busy college bars and several live-music venues.


[image: icon-top-choice]oAslan DepotCRAFT BEER

(www.aslandepot.com; 1322 N State St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h3-11pm Mon, 3pm-midnight Thu & Fri, noon-1am Sat & Sun)


This beautiful space, newly opened by one of Bellingham’s best breweries in a 1920s Depot building, will make you think you’ve stepped into an English mansion: all overstuffed chairs and leather couches, reading lamps and Persian rugs. The tap list is equally decadent, with around 20 beers including several guest taps. Twenty-one and over only.





Chuckanut BreweryBREWERY

(www.chuckanutbreweryandkitchen.com; 601 W Holly St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm, to 9:30pm Fri & Sat)


A fun, comfy brewpub with great burgers, a small bar section and a covered outdoor patio, Chuckanut makes excellent German-style craft beers – definitely try the kölsch, the pilsner or any of the seasonal offerings.





Temple BarBAR

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-676-8660; www.templebarbellingham.com; 306 W Champion St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h3pm-midnight, to 1am Fri & Sat)


The recommended place for craft cocktails and small plates, this chic little bar is at once casual and romantic. Pair a $5 cocktail from the late-night menu with some olives, stuffed dates or a cheese-and-bread plate.





RacketBAR

(www.shakedownbellingham.com; 1220 N State St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-2am)


A great little dive bar with a surprisingly good tap list and a long row of pinball machines upstairs, the Racket is one of Bellingham’s best hangouts. It’s attached to the Shakedown, a live music venue with a consistently good lineup of indie bands.





Boundary Bay Brewery & BistroBREWERY

(www.bbaybrewery.com; 1107 Railroad Ave; mains $11-22; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-10pm Sun-Wed, to 11pm Thu-Sat)


Perennially popular Boundary Bay crafts its own ales and serves excellent, hearty Northwest-influenced fare for lunch and dinner. The smoked-salmon chowder hits the spot on a rainy night and the outdoor seating is the place to be on a sunny day.







3Entertainment


Mt Baker TheatreTHEATER

(www.mountbakertheatre.com; 106 N Commercial St)


With its minaret-like tower and elaborately designed interior, this grand old historic theater, built in 1925, has become one of Bellingham’s signature buildings. Showcasing everything from live music to dance to plays to silent films, the theater regularly draws big-name acts.





Wild BuffaloLIVE MUSIC

(www.wildbuffalo.net; 208 W Holly St; [image: icon-hoursgif]hhours vary)


Bellingham’s ‘house of music’ is hidden in this inviting century-old building. Come here to enjoy local and national acts playing jazz, blues, funk, salsa, rock and roll, and much more. Microbrew beer is served and dancing is de rigueur.





WWU Performing Arts CenterTHEATER

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-650-6146; www.wwu.edu; 516 High St)


Western Washington University’s performing arts center usually features an intriguing lineup of international music and dance figures. See the website for the current program.







7Shopping


Village BooksBOOKS

(www.villagebooks.com; 1210 11th St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-9pm Mon-Sat, 10am-7pm Sun)


This is a real community resource in Fairhaven, with lots of literary activities, to say nothing of being the home of the popular Colophon Cafe.





EM Everyday MusicMUSIC

(www.everydaymusic.com; 115 E Magnolia St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-10pm)


Late-night vinyl browsing 365 days a year. Plenty of time to search for that rare New Order 12-inch.







8Information

There’s a downtown visitor center ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-671-3990; www.bellingham.org; 1306 Commercial St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-3pm Tue-Sat, to 5pm summer) and another, larger office ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-671-3990; www.bellingham.org; 904 Potter St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm) close to I-5.




8Getting There & Away

There are lots of public-transport options to/from Bellingham, which is located 18 miles south of the Canadian border crossing at Blaine and 89 miles north of Seattle on I-5. The city center is west of I-5; exit 253 leads to Holly St, a major downtown artery and one of the few streets to cut through the area without getting caught up in conflicting street grids.


AIR

Bellingham International Airport ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-671-5674; www.portofbellingham.com/82/airport-administration; 4255 Mitchell Way) is 3 miles northwest of town off I-5 (exit 258) and is served by Alaska Airlines (www.alaskaair.com), with regular flights to Seattle, Portland, Palm Springs and Vegas. San Juan Airlines (www.sanjuanairlines.com) flies daily from Bellingham to the San Juan Islands.




BOAT

Bellingham is the terminal for Alaska Marine Highway (AMHS; [image: icon-phonegif]%800-642-0066; www.dot.state.ak.us/amhs; 355 Harris Ave; per person one way from $460) ferries, which travel once a week up the Inside Passage to Juneau, Skagway and other southeast Alaskan ports. Cabins for the three-day trip cost extra; reserve well in advance.

Victoria San Juan Cruises (www.whales.com; 355 Harris Ave, Suite 104) operates whale-watching ferries between Bellingham, San Juan Island, Orcas Island and Victoria, BC, from May to September.




BUS

Greyhound buses serve Bellingham on the Seattle–Vancouver run, with three heading north to Vancouver ($15, two hours) and another three going south to Seattle ($10, 2½ hours). The depot (www.greyhound.com; Harris Ave) is in Fairhaven, in the same building as the Amtrak station.

Bolt Bus (www.boltbus.com; one way from Seattle $12) is another option; it runs from Los Angeles to Vancouver, stopping in all major cities between. Fares depend on how far in advance you book and can be ridiculously cheap if you buy your ticket several weeks ahead. The buses stop at Cordata Station (4194 Cordata Pkwy), about 3 miles north of downtown, near several chain motels.

The Bellair Airporter Shuttle (www.airporter.com) runs around the clock to Sea-Tac Airport. Quick Shuttle (www.quickcoach.com; one way $29) goes to Vancouver, BC, from Bellingham Airport.




TRAIN

Daily Amtrak trains from Vancouver, BC, and Seattle stop at the train depot at the end of Harris Ave, near the ferry terminal.






8Getting Around

Whatcom Transportation Authority (www.ridewta.com; fares from $1) buses connect downtown Bellingham with Fairhaven and the Alaska ferry terminal. Bus 50 runs out to Gooseberry Point and the ferry embarkation for Lummi Island. Fares start at $1.




WORTH A TRIP

LYNDEN

Head up toward the border with Canada, about 15 miles north of Bellingham, and you’ll find the small but uniquely Dutch town of Lynden. ‘Welkom to Lynden,’ reads the greeting on a shop wall in Front St. Here in the state’s dike-fortified, tulip-embellished northwest corner, this unconventional spelling is the proud expression of the region’s Dutch culture. Yet Lynden, a town of 9000 people 5 miles south of the Canadian border, wears its Low Countries credentials with understatement.

Originally settled in the 1850s, Lynden received its first wave of Dutch settlers in the early 1900s – a steady trickle of Calvinist farmers who arrived from the Netherlands via brief stopovers in the Midwest. United by raspberries (the surrounding county produces a huge share of the US crop, celebrated in the annual Lynden Raspberry Festival in July), they formed a Christian Reform Church and set up mixed farms on the kind of flat pastoral fields that would have had Van Gogh grasping for his paint palette.

While in town, immerse yourself in everything Dutch at the Lynden Pioneer Museum (www.lyndenpioneermuseum.com; 217 Front St; adult/child $10/5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Mon-Sat). If you’d like to stay the night, consider the historic Inn at Lynden ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-746-8597; www.innatlynden.com; 100 5th St; r from $179; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W). And be sure to drop by the Lynden Dutch Bakery (www.lyndendutchbakery.com; 421 Front St; pastries $1-6, breakfast dishes $5-9; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8:30am-5pm Mon-Sat) to sample local Dutch-style baked goods.

Just don’t show up here on a Sunday: Lynden’s shops are all closed for the day and even the main drag is like a ghost town. Buses and trains run to Lynden from Bellingham and further south, and cross the border on their way to Vancouver, BC.






Lummi Island

[image: icon-phonegif]%360 / POP 905

Not technically one of the San Juan Islands, but with them in spirit, Lummi is a quick ferry ride from the mainland at Gooseberry Point. A slender green finger of land measuring approximately 9 miles long by 2 miles wide, this tranquil dose of rural realism is home to the world’s only reef-net salmon-fishing operation, a pioneering agritourism project, and an unhurried tempo of life best epitomized by the island’s maximum speed limit – a tortoise-like 25mph. Often described as a state of mind rather than a physical entity, Lummi is sprinkled with enough simple diversions to consume a weekend of quiet serendipity.

Pencil in cycling around the 7-mile road loop of the island and hiking 1664ft Baker Mountain (the second-highest point in offshore Washington). The hike to the top of Baker Mountain starts at the tiny Baker Reserve parking lot just south of the junction of Suncrest Dr and Sunrise Rd, and traverses a protected preserve managed by the Lummi Island Trust. The beautiful hike through shady fern forest is steep for the first 15 minutes and then flattens out for peek-a-boo views of the San Juan Islands from an elongated ridge.


[image: icon-top-choice]oWillows InnINN$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-758-2620; www.willows-inn.com; 2579 West Shore Dr; r from $335; [image: icon-hoursgif]hmid-Mar–mid-Dec; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Of Lummi’s two main accommodations, this 100-year-old beauty reigns supreme with a variety of compact but cozy rooms poised above the Rosario Strait. It also has a creative and internationally lauded restaurant (tasting menu $225, breakfast per person $45; [image: icon-hoursgif]hdinner Wed & Thu mid-Mar-Dec) [image: icon-sustainable]S, where pretty much all the ingredients are hauled from nearby Nettles Farm ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-758-7616; www.nettlesfarm.com; Matia View Rd; ste from $230) [image: icon-sustainable]S or the island’s unique reef-net fishing operation.





8Getting There & Away

Lummi is a five-minute ferry ride (passenger/car $7/13 round trip) from the mainland at Gooseberry Point (10.5 miles off I-5, exit 260).






Anacortes

[image: icon-phonegif]%360 / POP 16,953

Travelers striking out for the San Juan Islands have been known to thank the odd summer ferry delay. Without it they would never have uncovered the latent joys of ferry port Anacortes. Linger in town for an hour or three and you’ll find a main street embellished by arty murals, an expansive waterfront park, a yacht-filled marina and good-enough-to-write-home-about seafood (check out the crab cakes and oysters in particular). What the heck, there goes another ferry!

Anacortes is on Fidalgo Island, separated from the mainland by a narrow channel, 17 miles west of I-5 on Hwy 20. The downtown harbor skirts the edge of the business district, giving the town a detectable maritime air.


1Sights

For prime picnic spots and attractive ocean-side hiking and biking trails, make your way over to Washington Park just west of the ferry terminal. Also be sure to check out the lifelike murals of Anacortes’ historical residents all around town.


Maritime Heritage CenterMUSEUM

(713 R Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Tue-Sat, from 11am Sun Jun-Aug, 10am-4pm Sat, from 11am Sun Apr, May, Sep & Oct) [image: icon-free]F


The maritime museum contains the restored hulk of the WT Preston snagboat, the last sternwheeler that operated on Puget Sound between 1929 and 1981, removing navigational hazards from the waterways. The museum is free, but springing for a tour lets you hop on board and look around.





Anacortes MuseumMUSEUM

(www.anacorteswa.gov/333/museum; 1305 8th St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Tue-Sat, 1-4pm Sun) [image: icon-free]F


This museum in the historic Carnegie Library Building has a large collection of photos showcasing the area’s past and maritime history.





WORTH A TRIP

GUEMES ISLAND

Spend an hour skimming pebbles across the bay on Guemes Island (population 700) and you’ll quickly realize things are a little different in this corner of the state. Situated five minutes by ferry from Anacortes, this 3-sq-mile slice of bucolic bliss is the San Juans’ resident contrarian. Shunning tourist celebrity, Guemes has only one general store – plus bevies of munching sheep and cows, and a tourist infrastructure that begins and ends at the rustic and decidedly unresortlike Guemes Island Resort ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-293-6643; www.guemesislandresort.com; 4268 Guemes Island Rd; yurts/d cabins from $94/168; [image: icon-petgif]#), right on the water.

Most travelers bound for the San Juan Islands don’t even know Guemes exists (it uses a different hard-to-find ferry dock in Anacortes). Indeed, part of its innate attraction is the fact that it isn’t really an attraction at all. Guemes visitors can’t whale-watch or hunt for antiques like other San Juan vacationers; but they can go crabbing, circumnavigate the island by kayak, contemplate life without an iPhone, or sit on the deck outside the general store with a glass of Anacortes beer and listen to the local folk band serenade the sunset.

The half-hourly 22-car Guemes Island Ferry (www.guemesferry.com; 500 I Ave, Anacortes; vehicle/walk-on one way $15/5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6:30am-7pm, to 11pm Fri & Sat, to 10pm Sun) costs $15 round trip for a car and driver and $5 for walk-on passengers. The crossing from Anacortes takes seven minutes.






4Sleeping & Eating


Islands InnMOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-293-4644; www.islandsinn.com; 3401 Commercial Ave; r from $80; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s)


The coziest of the cluster of motels on Commercial Ave, this well-equipped inn has new owners and offers a wide variety of spacious rooms, some with Jacuzzi tubs. A fireplace in the lobby adds to the atmosphere.





Majestic Inn & SpaHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-299-1400; www.majesticinnandspa.com; 419 Commercial Ave; r from $170; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Once the home of the oldest store (1890) in Skagit County, the Majestic was restored as a hotel after a fire in 2005. Its plush modern amenities offer the best of both worlds and add character to this significant building. Expect bathrobes in your closet and Jacuzzi tubs in your bathroom. The in-house spa heals outdoor-activity-induced aches and pains.





Guemes Island General StoreMARKET

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-293-4548; www.guemesislandgeneralstore.com; 7885 Guemes Island Rd; mains $8-15; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-8pm, to 10pm Fri & Sat)


The only store on Guemes Island! Formerly known as Anderson’s, this general store and cafe sells everything from burgers and paninis to cookies and beer.





[image: icon-top-choice]oAdriftINTERNATIONAL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-588-0653; www.adriftrestaurant.com; 506 Commercial Ave; mains $11-34; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-9pm Mon-Thu, 8am-10pm Fri & Sat)


Warm service and high-class food will satisfy all levels of taste at the nautical-cozy Adrift, where you can tuck into everything from a delicious hearty soup to a fancy fish meal. The interesting decor features a small library, chairs on wheels and a classic long bar with high stools. There are regular art exhibitions, and music some evenings.





Rockfish Grill/Anacortes BrewerySEAFOOD$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-588-1720; www.anacortesrockfish.com; 320 Commercial Ave; mains $14-28; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-10pm)


If you’re in the area, this place is worth a visit on two counts: first, the local craft beer, and second, the hearty pub grub. Try a woodfired pizza or the halibut and chips washed down with a pilsner, or go for the dark, malty Aviator Doppelbock, which is a meal in itself.








8Information

Head to the Visitor Information Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-293-3832; www.anacortes.org; 819 Commercial Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Mon-Fri, 10am-3pm Sat & Sun) with your questions.




8Getting There & Away

The Bellair Airporter Shuttle offers several daily shuttles between Bellingham and Anacortes and the San Juan ferries (one way $17.50). The shuttle picks up passengers from the ferry terminal (www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries; 2100 Ferry Terminal Rd; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-9pm) at either end. Change buses in Burlington, where you can also catch a bus to Sea-Tac Airport.

Skagit Transit ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-757-4433; www.skagittransit.org) bus 410 travels hourly between Anacortes (10th St and Commercial Ave) and the San Juan ferry terminal. Bus 513 connects Anacortes with Mt Vernon’s Skagit station four times a day. Standard fare is $1.






Lower Skagit River Valley

Exiled Hollanders from Amsterdam and Utrecht have been known to do a double-take in the Lower Skagit, a flat, fertile river delta backed by the imposing Cascade Mountains, where hardworking second-, third- and fourth-generation farmers (many of them with Dutch ancestry) grow daffodils, tulips and copious amounts of vegetables, especially parsnips and brussels sprouts. Most visitors come for the vividly colorful tulip fields here, which bloom in April and early May (for daffodils, visit in March).


La Conner

[image: icon-phonegif]%360 / POP 939

Home of outlandishly colorful tulip fields and an out-of-the-box artists’ community (countercultural writer Tom Robbins lives here, if that’s any measuring stick), La Conner is the region’s most enticing small town, full of riverside charm, classy B&Bs and arty, boutique-style shops. Once a forgotten port, it’s now a favorite rural retreat for nature-loving Seattleites.

The zenith of La Conner’s cultural calendar is the annual tulip festival in April. This is either the best or worst time to visit, depending on your traffic tolerance levels.


1Sights


[image: icon-top-choice]oRoozengaarde Display GardenGARDENS

(www.tulips.com; 15867 Beaver Marsh Rd, Mt Vernon; $10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-7pm Apr, 9am-6pm Mon-Sat, 11am-4pm Sun rest of year)


Halfway between La Conner and Mt Vernon, this renowned bulb producer has color-drenched fields of blooms as well as a truly spectacular display garden with an eye-boggling array of bulb varieties blooming in unison. With Mt Baker and a Dutch-inspired windmill glimmering in the background, photo opportunities abound. It’s well worth the admission price and fighting the crowds, but visit on a weekday if you can, and try to arrive early before the parking lot fills up.





Museum of Northwest ArtMUSEUM

(www.monamuseum.org; 121 1st St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Tue-Sat, noon-5pm Sun & Mon) [image: icon-free]F


This worthwhile art gallery has a large collection of paintings by the influential Northwest Mystics, a loosely related group of regional artists such as Morris Graves and Mark Tobey who were known for their distinctively Pacific Northwestern ways of expressing nature in their work. Many of these paintings are often on loan to other museums, but the ground floor and the smaller upstairs space both hold interesting temporary exhibitions of painting, sculpture and photography by regional artists.





Quilt & Fiber Arts MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-466-4288; www.laconnerquilts.org; 703 S 2nd St; adult/child $7/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-5pm Apr, Wed-Sun May-Feb)


The quilt museum displays examples of quilt art from several generations as well as changing exhibits that may include other crafts such as knitting. The museum is housed in the old Gaches mansion, which has stood here since 1891.





Skagit County Historical MuseumMUSEUM

(www.skagitcounty.net/museum; 501 S 4th St; adult/child $5/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-4pm Tue-Sun)


Perched atop a hill high above Skagit Bay and the surrounding farmlands, this fortress-like museum presents indigenous crafts, dolls, vintage kitchen implements and other paraphernalia used by the region’s early settlers and original Native American inhabitants.







zFestivals & Events


Skagit County Tulip FestivalCULTURAL

(www.tulipfestival.org; parking $10; [image: icon-hoursgif]hApr)


The annual Skagit County Tulip Festival draws throngs of visitors here to take selfies in front of the bright fields of red, purple, yellow, pink and orange. The ‘festival’ itself is basically a self-guided driving tour along country roads between La Conner and Mt Vernon, but both towns have events throughout spring including wine tasting, bike tours and parades.







4Sleeping


[image: icon-top-choice]oWild Iris InnB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-466-1400; www.wildiris.com; 121 Maple Ave; r $119-179; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


The Wild Iris is the perfect blend of boutique hotel swank and the homeyness of Gran’s house. Yes, it’s a B&B, but you never get the feeling of being in someone else’s home; it’s a great choice even for non-B&B people. Sit back and enjoy fluffy bathrobes, a crackling fireplace, Jacuzzi baths, a stellar breakfast and complimentary homemade cookies.





La Conner Channel InnHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-466-3101; www.laconnerlodging.com/channel-lodge; 107 S 2nd St; r from $188; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


La Conner’s swankiest choice is located right on the water in the heart of town. The decor includes lots of wood and dark prints for a cozy-cabin-chic feel. Perks include gas fireplaces, live piano music in the afternoons, wine tastings and river-view balconies.





Heron Inn & Day SpaB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-399-1074; www.theheroninn.com; 117 Maple Ave; r from $150; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Some of the 10 rooms here have fireplaces, others have Jacuzzi tubs or a view (choose from the garden, the surrounding farmlands or snowcapped Mt Baker). Above-and-beyond service is propped up by the on-site spa (massages, scrubs and more) and lovingly home-cooked breakfasts.





La Conner Country InnHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-466-1500; www.laconnerlodging.com/country-inn; 205 N 1st St; r from $149; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Here’s a solid midrange choice right in town with friendly service and big, clean but slightly aging rooms, some with fireplaces. The high ceilings make the rooms feel even more spacious, and you can walk to all of La Conner’s adorable shops and restaurants.







5Eating & Drinking


[image: icon-top-choice]oSeeds Bistro & BarMODERN AMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-466-3280; www.seedsbistro.com; 623 Morris St; brunch dishes $8-18, dinner mains $13-28; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-8pm Sun-Thu, to 9pm Fri & Sat; [image: icon-veggif]v)


With a freshened-up stylish interior and new owners, this long-standing farm-to-table favorite serves inventive, decadent yet semihealthy dishes made from locally sourced ingredients. (Suppliers are listed on a chalkboard on the wall.) Try the lemon-ricotta French toast or any of the veggie bowls for brunch, or roasted beets, wedge salad or pan-seared duck breast for dinner.





Calico CupboardBAKERY$$

(www.calicocupboardcafe.com; 720 S 1st St; breakfast dishes $11-16; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-3pm Sun-Fri, to 4pm Sat)


The size of the cinnamon buns here beggars belief, and their quality (there are several flavors including seasonal fruit) is equally good. Factor in a 10-mile run through the tulip fields before you tackle one and you should manage to stave off instant diabetes. Craving something savory? Try the breakfast scrambles, benedicts or brussel sprout hash.





La Conner Brewing CoBREWERY

(www.laconnerbrewery.com; 117 N 1st St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-9pm Sun-Thu, to 9:30pm Fri & Sat; [image: icon-familygif]c)


If you can find an open table at this popular hangout, settle in and grab a pint of the crispy Northwest IPA or one of the seasonal specialty brews. Bonuses include patio seating, wood-fired pizzas ($11 to $14) and a family-friendly vibe (there’s even an ice-cream sundae on the kids’ menu, so everybody can have a treat).







7Shopping


Handmade La ConnerHOMEWARES

(www.handmadelaconner.com; 106 1st St, Suite D; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm; [image: icon-petgif]#)


This feisty little shop sells handmade coffee mugs, letterpress cards, essential oils, pet grooming kits, skincare products and more, all made by local artisans in the workshop at the back of the store. Great place to pick up a gift or two.







8Information

La Conner Visitor Information Center (www.lovelaconner.com; 413 Morris St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Mon-Fri, noon-3pm Sat summer, 10am-2pm Mon-Fri, 10am-1pm Sat winter) Pick up helpful maps and advice at this visitor center, whose volunteers include a former La Conner mayor.




8Getting There & Away

Skagit Transit (www.skagittransit.org; day pass $2) bus 615 runs four to six times a day Monday to Saturday to/from Mt Vernon ($1, 15 minutes).






Mt Vernon

[image: icon-phonegif]%360 / POP 35,051

Mt Vernon is the headquarters for the Skagit River Valley’s annual Tulip Festival, a driving tour that takes in flowering fields between here and La Conner each spring. The town itself is not particularly glamorous, but it has a cute downtown core beside the lovely Skagit River, and a riverside park that invites leisurely strolls and bicycle rides. For cyclists, it makes an ideal launching point for tours of the valley and is generally a less expensive base than adorable La Conner. With big-box stores and gas stations galore, it’s an excellent place to stock up before setting off on a Mt Baker adventure.


Skagit Riverwalk ParkWALKING

(509 S Main St)


A nice flat semipaved boardwalk wedged between downtown Mt Vernon and the Skagit River is ideal for running, cycling or walking, with lots of benches along the way for catching the sunset. Start from Lions Park midway through the trail to make it a ‘loop’ rather than an out-and-back.





Tulip InnMOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-428-5969; www.tulipinn.net; 2200 Freeway Dr; r from $82; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


This older motel is one of the cheaper options in a string of chain motels along the freeway; it’s nothing special, but it’s friendly and conveniently located.





COA Mexican EateryMEXICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-840-1938; https://coaeatery.com; 102 S 10th St; mains $10-26; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm Mon-Sat)


You’ve gotta love a place whose menu instructs, ‘Tequila pairing is highly recommended.’ This busy Mexican joint in a residential neighborhood serves delicious from-scratch enchiladas, burritos and traditional plates like carne asada (grilled beef), chicken mole and fish tacos. The mole sauce is excellent, though in general spice levels are pretty tame. The house margarita rules, and the tequila list is solid.





[image: icon-top-choice]oUpCountryFUSION$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-588-4100; www.facebook.com/theupcountry; 303 Pine St; small share plates from $18; [image: icon-hoursgif]h3-8pm Thu-Sat) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Settle in for an intimate sharing plate–style dining experience at this tiny restaurant, with just 11 seats surrounding the open kitchen of chef-owner Hiroki Inoue. The menu changes daily based on locally available ingredients and the chef’s inspiration. Don’t skip the wine pairings or dessert – Hiroki runs a pastry shop in Seattle, too. Reservations strongly recommended.





Farmstrong BrewingCRAFT BEER

(www.farmstrongbrewing.com; 110 Stewart Rd; [image: icon-hoursgif]h3-9pm Mon, noon-9pm Tue-Thu & Sun, noon-10pm Fri & Sat; [image: icon-petgif]#)


This small brewery with a friendly, welcoming taproom consistently wins awards for its inventive beers (try the Mt Baker Black Lager). There’s no kitchen on-site, but you can bring your own food or order something from a nearby food cart.





Skagit River BreweryBREWERY

(www.skagitbrew.com; 404 S 3rd St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-8pm Sun-Thu, to 9pm Fri & Sat)


This long-standing brewpub has new ownership but still serves its flagship brews, including Jenny’s Scottish Ale and Trumpeter Stout, plus a ton of guest beer and cider (it has 24 taps). The menu includes everything from fish tacos, burgers and pork chili to the signature wood-fired pizzas ($11 to $15).





8Information

Mt Vernon Chamber of Commerce ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-428-8547; www.mountvernonchamber.com/visitors; I-5 at Kincaid St, exit 226; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8:30am-5pm Mon-Fri, 10am-2pm Sat & Sun) Tourist info center handily located right off I-5, with all the details you might need about the Tulip Festival and other nearby sights.




8Getting There & Away

Amtrak trains between Portland and Vancouver, BC, stop daily in Mt Vernon. The station is right downtown near the river.








Whidbey Island

Whidbey Island is an idyllic emerald escape beloved of stressed-out Seattleites. While it’s not as detached or nonconformist as the San Juans (there’s a bridge connecting it to adjacent Fidalgo Island at its northernmost point), life is certainly slower, quieter and more pastoral here. Having six state parks is a bonus, and there’s also a plethora of B&Bs, two historic fishing villages (Langley and Coupeville), famously good mussels, and a thriving community of artists and artisans. Of less interest to travelers is the US Naval Air base that dominates Oak Harbor. At 41 miles long, Whidbey is the longest island on the US west coast.


8Getting There & Away


BOAT

Washington State Ferries (WSF; [image: icon-phonegif]%888-808-7977; www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries) Services run between Clinton and Mukilteo (passenger/car and driver $5.10/11.40, 30 minutes) and between Coupeville (formerly called Keystone) and Port Townsend ($3.45/14.80, 30 minutes).




BUS

SeaTac Shuttles ([image: icon-phonegif]%877-679-4003; www.seatacshuttle.com; one way $44-50) Offers frequent bus service to nine locations on Whidbey Island from Sea-Tac Airport. Prepaid reservations are required to ensure a seat.






8Getting Around

Island Transit ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-678-7771; www.islandtransit.org) is a community-financed scheme offering the ultimate encouragement for people to get out of their cars and onto the buses. Buses run the length of Whidbey daily except Sunday, from the Clinton ferry dock to Greenbank, Coupeville, Oak Harbor and Deception Pass. Other routes reach the Keystone ferry dock and Langley on weekdays. Service is hourly and free – yes, free!




CASCADIA MARINE TRAIL

On paper it sounds like an oxymoron (unless you’ve mastered the art of walking on water), but in practice it’s one of the USA’s long-distance odysseys.

The Cascadia Marine Trail (CMT) is a 160-mile sailing/paddling route starting in Olympia and finishing at the Canadian border that links more than 50 specially designated campsites (spaced 5 miles to 8 miles apart) and 30 or more waterside inns in a spectacular aquatic journey through Washington’s sheltered inland seas. Conceived in 1993 by the Washington Water Trails Association (WWTA; www.wwta.org), a group of avid kayakers from the Seattle area, the trail is designed to be used by wind- or human-powered water craft.

The San Juan Islands make up one of the most popular segments of the trail, with many of the archipelago’s outlying state parks sporting rustic CMT campsites (maximum capacity 16 people) equipped with landing areas, picnic tables, toilets (usually ‘compost style’) and official CMT signs (the sites are checked regularly by volunteer stewards). Other popular stop-offs are Whidbey Island, Port Townsend and Blake Island near Seattle.

For a comprehensive trail guidebook you’ll need to become a member of the WWTA. In 2000 the CMT was chosen by the White House as one of 16 ‘National Millennium Trails.’




Deception Pass State Park

Captain George Vancouver originally supposed Whidbey Island to be a peninsula. Eventually Joseph Whidbey – who set off in a small boat to explore and map Puget Sound – found this narrow cliff-lined crevasse churned by rushing water and Whidbey’s insularity was confirmed. Deceived no more, the spectacular narrow passage gained a name – though even today it’s a challenge to navigate with a motorized boat.

Emerging from the flat pastures of Fidalgo Island, the precipitous cliffs of Deception Pass are overlooked by a famous bridge made all the more dramatic by the churning, angry water below. The bridge has two steel arches spanning Canoe Pass and Deception Pass, joined by a central support on Pass Island. Built during the 1930s by the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), it was considered an engineering feat in its day. The 5.5-sq-mile park ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-675-2417; www.parks.state.wa.us/497/deception-pass; 41229 N State Hwy 20; day pass $10; [image: icon-hoursgif]hdawn-dusk) also spans the channel, with facilities on the north and south flanks of the passage.




Oak Harbor

There are two main distinctions between the San Juan Islands and Whidbey Island. First, Whidbey has a mainland bridge connection (via Deception Pass), and second, it has Oak Harbor, a modern mishmash of boxlike chain stores and recent urban development that looks rather like a Seattle suburb. Dominated by Naval Air Station Whidbey Island, completed in 1942, Oak Harbor is a military town with a distinguished Irish and Dutch heritage dating to the late 19th century. It accommodates the island’s largest marina, a notable playhouse and plenty of indigenous Garry oak trees. Another big bonus: it’s close to Deception Pass State Park.


Keen to shake off its lackluster image, Oak Harbor has embarked upon a major charm offensive, with a redevelopment plan emphasizing its nautical heritage and waterfront amenities. At the time of writing the rejuvenation was still in progress.


Auld Holland InnINN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-675-2288; www.auld-holland.com; 33575 State Rte 20; d $119-179; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s)


Oak Harbor’s most ‘culturally distinctive’ and great-value lodging is the Auld Holland Inn, a nod to the town’s Dutch heritage that dominates SR-20 with its towering old-fashioned windmill. Run by a family from the Netherlands, the rooms and service here live up to their European promise.





8Information

Oak Harbor Visitor Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-675-3755; www.oakharborchamber.com; 32630 State Rte 20; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm Mon-Fri, noon-5pm Sat) Info about the town, Whidbey Island and Deception Pass State Park.




8Getting There & Away

Island Transit Buses stop here for destinations around the island.

Oak Harbor is also the closest settlement to the bridge that connects Whidbey Island to Fidalgo Island and the mainland.






Coupeville

This picturesque fishing community is what the island is all about: an antique pier, fresh mussels and clams, old-world B&Bs, historic clapboard shopfronts and instant access to a National Historic Reserve – the village actually sits on the eastern edge of Ebey’s Landing National Historical Reserve.


1Sights


Island County Historical Society MuseumMUSEUM

(908 NW Alexander St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Mon-Sat, from 11am Sun) [image: icon-free]F


The island’s most comprehensive museum has plenty of local historical testimonies showcased in meticulous and well-presented display cases. Also on offer are self-guided walking-tour maps of Coupeville’s vintage homes. The helpful staff can also enlighten you on the highlights of Ebey’s Landing National Historical Reserve.





Greenbank FarmFARM

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-222-3797; 765 Wonn Rd, Greenbank; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-4pm Mon-Thu, to 5pm Fri & Sat, to 4:30pm Sun)


Go 10 miles south of Coupeville to find this park-style farm that’s open daily for shopping at the food stands on-site, strolling the bucolic fields and picnicking. Don’t miss a stop in the cafe for the island’s best fruit pies.







4Sleeping & Eating


[image: icon-top-choice]oCaptain Whidbey InnINN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-678-4097; www.captainwhidbey.com; 2072 W Captain Whidbey Inn Rd; r/cabins from $205/420; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


The beautifully forest-clad Captain Whidbey Inn was built in 1907 and has all the creaky floors and enchantingly rustic log construction to match. Lodging is in 12 sea-galleon-style guest rooms (with shared bathrooms) in the main lodge, as well as wood-heated cottages and a more modern building with verandas facing a lagoon. It’s worth paying a little more for a view.





Coupeville InnMOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-247-6162; www.thecoupevilleinn.com; 200 NW Coveland St; r $105-170, condos $175-275; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Situated close to Coupeville’s tiny town center, this charming place offers comfortable rooms; some have water views. Condo units sleep up to six and have kitchens.







8Information

The visitor center ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-678-5434; www.coupevillechamber.com; 905 NW Alexander St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Mon-Sat Mar-Aug, 10:30am-3:30pm Mon-Sat, 11am-3pm Sun Sep-Feb) is right in town.






Ebey’s Landing National Historical Reserve

This National Historical Reserve was the first of its kind in the nation when it was created in 1978 in order to preserve Whidbey Island’s historical heritage from the encroaching urbanization that had already partly engulfed Oak Harbor. Ninety percent privately owned, Ebey’s Landing ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-678-6084; www.nps.gov/ebla; 162 Cemetery Rd, Coupeville) [image: icon-free]F comprises 17,400 acres encompassing working farms, four historic blockhouses, two state parks and the town of Coupeville itself. A series of interpretive boards shows visitors how the patterns of croplands, woods (or the lack of them) and even roads reflect the activities of those who have peopled this scenic landscape, from its earliest indigenous inhabitants to 19th-century settlers.

At the reserve’s southern end is Fort Casey State Park, which was part of the early-1900s military defense system that once guarded the entrance to Puget Sound. Visitors can investigate the old cement batteries and underground tunnels that line the coast. Admiralty Head Lighthouse, built in 1861, houses the park’s interpretive center. From here, it’s a 4-mile walk north along the beach to Fort Ebey State Park, a wonderfully secluded spot with eroded cliffs and old WWII-era coast defenses, where further trails meander off into the surrounding woodland.

The Island County Historical Society Museum in Coupeville distributes a brochure on suggested driving and cycling tours through the reserve. Highly recommended is the 3.6-mile Bluff Trail that starts from a small parking area at the end of Ebey Rd. The energetic can walk or cycle here from Coupeville (approximately 2.5 miles along a quiet road), thus crossing the island at one of its narrowest points.

Other recreational activities here include scuba diving, boating and bird-watching – best along Keystone Spit on the southwestern tip of Crockett Lake.




Langley

Langley is a tiny seafront community that has changed little since the late 19th century and is arguably even cuter (and certainly a bit hipper) than Coupeville. Encased in an attractive historic center are small cafes, antique furniture shops and a couple of decent B&Bs. While there’s little to do here activity-wise, Langley provides a perfect seaside escape for those looking to just relax a bit.

Langley is 8 miles north of Clinton and the ferry service from Mukilteo, making this the closest of the Whidbey Island communities to the urban areas of northern Seattle.


Eagles Nest InnB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-221-5331; www.eaglesnestinn.com; 4680 E Saratoga Rd; d from $169; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


In an octagonal house on a forested hill, Eagles Nest Inn is a B&B gem even by Whidbey Island’s high standards. Four lovingly furnished rooms blend perfectly with their natural surroundings, while extras such as locally roasted coffee, aromatherapy shampoos, private lounge and a well-stocked cookie jar add charm. The property is adjoined by 400 acres of public trails.





Useless Bay Coffee RoastersCAFE

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-221-4515; https://uselessbaycoffee.com; 121 2nd St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7:30am-4:30pm)


You’ll smell the rustic scent of roasting beans long before you see this place. The vast, industrial-meets-1950s diner interior spills out to outdoor picnic tables, and the coffee is great, as are the burgers and sandwiches (mains $8 to $13). Any food preferences from gluten- to dairy-free are very well catered to.











SAN JUAN ISLANDS

[image: icon-phonegif]%360 / POP 15,875

Leafy hedgerows, soporific settlements and winding lanes with few cars. Where the heck are you? Not in continental America, surely. The answer is both ‘yes’ and ‘no.’ The San Juan Islands, a nebulous archipelago of approximately 172 landfalls, islets and eagle perches that lie splayed between the mouth of Puget Sound and Vancouver Island, BC, conjure up images of a sleepy American throwback where the clock last chimed in the 1970s, ’60s or even ’50s, depending on where you dock.


A laid-back and peaceful attitude is the archipelago’s greatest hallmark in communities where cars are left unlocked and motorists offer salutary waves. Don’t come for the Starbucks and casinos (there aren’t any); come instead for the fishing, whale-watching, beachcombing, sailing, hiking, cycling, paddling, crabbing, clamming, philosophizing and memorable, psychedelic sunsets. The farm-to-table cuisine becomes even more sublime in the low-key atmosphere, especially when paired with Washington wines.


8Information

The San Juan Islands Visitors Bureau (www.guidetosanjuans.com; Technology Center, Bldg A, Suite 210/215, 640 Mullis St, Friday Harbor; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-2pm Mon-Fri) has general information about the San Juans; its website provides links to numerous San Juan businesses and organizations. In addition, the chambers of commerce of San Juan, Orcas and Lopez Islands maintain their own walk-in information centers.




8Getting There & Away


AIR

Two airlines have scheduled flights from the mainland to the San Juans. Kenmore Air ([image: icon-phonegif]%866-435-9524; www.kenmoreair.com) flies from Lake Union and Lake Washington to Lopez, Orcas and San Juan Islands daily on three- to 10-person seaplanes. Fares start at around $150 one way. San Juan Airlines ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-874-4434; www.sanjuanairlines.com) flies from Anacortes and Bellingham to the three main islands.




BOAT

The majority of people who visit the San Juans arrive on a comfortable, efficient car ferry run by Washington State Ferries. The main port on the mainland is Anacortes; ferries for the four principal islands of Lopez, Shaw, Orcas and San Juan depart from here. From April to December, two WSF ferries a day continue on to Sidney, near Victoria on Vancouver Island, before returning in the opposite direction. There is no US–Canada service from January to March.

You can pick up an easy-to-decipher WSF timetable at any ferry outlet or access it on the website. The timetable varies depending on the season but follows a standard route of Anacortes–Lopez (45 minutes), then Shaw (one hour), Orcas (70 minutes), Friday Harbor (80 minutes) and Sidney (three hours). There are four or five interisland ferries (ferries that don’t call at either Sidney or Anacortes) a day.

Fares are collected on westbound ferries only. They are $13.75 for foot passengers to any destination except Sidney, which is $20.25. Car-and-driver fares range from $37 (Lopez) to $70 (Sidney). Bike passengers pay a $6 surcharge. Foot passengers and cyclists can ride interisland ferries for free in either direction.

You can reserve tickets for all the sailings at www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries; it’s highly recommended to do so during summer and at popular times on weekends and holidays. In winter, drivers are advised to arrive 45 minutes before sailing; in summer, arrive two hours early.

There are three additional privately owned passenger-only ferries (no cars) that travel to the San Juans:

Puget Sound Express ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-385-5288; www.pugetsoundexpress.com) Runs from Port Townsend to Friday Harbor from March to September.

Victoria Clipper (www.victoriaclipper.com) A Seattle–Friday Harbor link, with service on to Victoria, BC. It only runs from late June to late September.

Victoria San Juan Cruises Operates between Bellingham, San Juan Island, Orcas Island and Victoria from May to September.






San Juan Island

[image: icon-phonegif]%360 / POP 6894

The most exciting aspects of the archipelago’s history – how does a near war between Britain and the US grab you? – have been preserved on San Juan Island in a couple of old military camps. San Juan is also the island with the ‘biggest’ town; compact Friday Harbor acts as the archipelago’s unofficial capital. Other highlights include sheltered Roche Harbor and blustery Lime Kiln Point State Park, where you can whale-watch from the shoreline overlooking deep Haro Strait. Of all the San Juan Islands, this is the most developed, and it has a decidedly posh feeling.

The ferry terminal is at Friday Harbor, on the island’s eastern side. The main route south from here is Cattle Point Rd, while Beaverton Valley Rd heads to the west coast. To get to Roche Harbor, take 2nd St to Guard St, then turn right on Tucker Ave; from there it’s a 10-mile drive to the resort.

[image: 15-san-juan-is-pnw8-jpg]


San Juan Islands


1Top Sights

1Spencer Spit State ParkE5




1Sights

2Cattle PointD6

3Lime Kiln Point State ParkB5

  Lime Kiln Point State Park Interpretive Center(see 3)

4Moran State ParkE2

5Port Stanley SchoolhouseE5

6San Juan County ParkA5

7San Juan Island National Historical ParkC6

8San Juan Island National Historical Park \(American Camp\)C6

9San Juan Island National Historical Park \(English Camp\)B4

10Shark Reef ParkD6

11Shaw Island Library & Historical MuseumD4

12Turtleback Mountain PreserveD2

13Watmough HeadF7




2Activities, Courses & Tours

14Cascadia KayaksD5

15Deer Harbor ChartersD3

16Harmony ChartersD6

17Lopez Island VineyardsE5

18San Juan VineyardsC4




4Sleeping

19Beach HavenD2

20Doe Bay Village Resort & RetreatF3

21Edenwild InnE5

22Juniper Lane Guest HouseC5

23Lopez Islander ResortE5

24MacKaye Harbor InnE7

25Moran State ParkF2

26Moran State Park – Cascade LakeE3

27Moran State Park – Mountain LakeF2

28Odlin County Park CampgroundE4

29Olympic Lights B&BC6

30Roche Harbor ResortB3

31Rosario Resort & SpaE3

32San Juan County Park CampgroundB5

33Shaw Island County ParkD4

34West Beach ResortD2




5Eating

    Doe Bay Café(see 20)

35Duck Soup InnC4

36Inn at Ship BayE2

37Isabel’s EspressoE5

    Lime Kiln Cafe(see 30)

    McMillin’s(see 30)




6Drinking & Nightlife

38Island Hoppin’ BreweryD2

39Vortex Juice BarD5




7Shopping

40Crow Valley Pottery & GalleryD2








1Sights


Lime Kiln Point State ParkSTATE PARK

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-902-8844; www.parks.state.wa.us/540/lime-kiln-point; 1567 Westside Rd; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-dusk)


Clinging to the island’s rocky west coast, this beautiful park overlooks the deep Haro Strait and is reputedly one of the best places in the world to view whales from the shoreline. The word is out, however, so the view areas are often packed with hopeful picnickers. There’s a small interpretive center (map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-378-2044; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-4pm Jun–mid-Sep) [image: icon-free]F in the park, along with trails, a restored lime kiln and the landmark Lime Kiln Lighthouse, built in 1919.





San Juan Islands Museum of ArtMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-370-5050; www.sjima.org; 540 Spring St, Friday Harbor; adult/child $10/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-5pm Thu-Mon Memorial Day-Labor Day, 11am-5pm Fri-Mon rest of year)


Housed in the most swanky, modern building in town. Visit to see rotating exhibits featuring primarily Pacific Northwestern artists.





San Juan Island National Historical ParkHISTORIC SITE

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-378-2240; www.nps.gov/sajh; [image: icon-hoursgif]hvisitor center 8:30am-5pm Jun-Aug, to 4:30pm Sep-May) [image: icon-free]F


Known more for their scenery than their history, the San Juans nonetheless hide one of the 19th century’s oddest political confrontations, the so-called ‘Pig War’ between the USA and Britain. This curious standoff is showcased in two separate historical parks at either end of the island, which once housed opposing American and English military encampments.





San Juan Island National Historical Park (American Camp)HISTORIC SITE

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-378-2240; www.nps.gov/sajh; 4668 Cattle Point Rd, Friday Harbor; [image: icon-hoursgif]hgrounds 8:30am-11pm) [image: icon-free]F


On the southern flank of the island, the American Camp hosts a small visitor center ([image: icon-hoursgif]h8:30am-5pm Jun-Aug, to 4:30pm Sep-May) and is a good place to start your historical excursion. Among the remnants of an old fort are the officers’ quarters and a laundress’ house, while a series of interpretive trails lead to earthwork fortifications, a British farm from the dispute era and desolate South Beach. The 1.8-mile hike along the ridge of Mt Finlayson makes for a pleasant walk with splendid views and bird-watching.





San Juan Island National Historical Park (English Camp)HISTORIC SITE

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-378-2240; www.nps.gov/sajh; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8:30am-11pm) [image: icon-free]F


English Camp, 9 miles northwest of Friday Harbor, contains the remains of British military facilities dating from the 1860s. A path from the parking area leads down to a handful of restored buildings that lie in an attractive setting overlooking Garrison Bay. Hikes from here lead to an old British cemetery and to the top of 650ft Young Hill.





Whale MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-378-4710; www.whale-museum.org; 62 1st St, Friday Harbor; adult/child $9/4; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm Sun-Thu, to 8pm Fri & Sat)


If you have time for only one sight, visit the excellent Whale Museum, a small but cleverly arranged space dedicated to the life of the orca (killer whale), which has become something of a San Juan Island mascot. Among whale skeletons and life-size models of orcas, there are eloquent DVD presentations, interactive maps and details of local research projects, all of which will teach you everything you need to know about these magnificent but cruelly misunderstood sea mammals.





San Juan Historical MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-378-3949; www.sjmuseum.org; 405 Price St, Friday Harbor; adult/child $8/5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-2pm Tue-Sat mid-May–Sep, by appointment rest of year)


In an 1890s farmhouse on the outskirts of Friday Harbor, the San Juan Historical Museum commemorates early pioneer life on San Juan Island. While the building itself is interesting for its vernacular architecture, the displays of kitchen and parlor furnishings – like the pump organ and massive wood range – are also worth checking out. A new wing on science and industry is in the works.





KAYAKING IN THE SAN JUANS

The San Juan Islands are navigable via the complicated web of sea channels that lie between them. Kayaking away from the coast can be challenging, with strong winds, rips and ever-changing weather; join an organized trip or stick to the sheltered shorelines and coves if you’re unsure. Shearwater Adventures ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-376-4699; www.shearwaterkayaks.com/tours; 138 N Beach Rd, Eastsound; 3hr tours per adult/child $85/55) on Orcas Island is considered one of the best kayaking schools in the state if you decide to take lessons. More experienced kayakers can progress along the Cascadia Marine Trail. Kayak rentals (from around $40 for four hours) and organized trips (three hours from $85) can be organized:

Body, Boat & Blade ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-376-5388; www.bodyboatblade.com; Prune Alley, Eastsound, Orcas Island; 2-day courses $290)

Cascadia Kayaks On Lopez Island.

San Juan Kayak Expeditions ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-378-4436; www.sanjuankayak.com; Friday Harbor, San Juan Island; double kayak rental per day $169)






2Activities


Western Prince Whale & Wildlife ToursWILDLIFE WATCHING

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-378-5315; www.orcawhalewatch.com; 1 Spring St, Friday Harbor; per adult $99)


The San Juans’ oldest whale-watching company, Western Prince runs year-round ecofriendly excursions that keep an eye out for eagles, seals and porpoises as well as orcas. The Western Prince II, accommodating up to 30 people, departs daily from June to August, less often in spring and fall. Reserve online or at the office next to the ferry dock.





San Juan VineyardsWINE

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%844-243-6359; www.sanjuanvineyards.com; 3136 Roche Harbor Rd; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-5pm Thu-Mon)


This unlikely but frequently award-winning winery has a tasting room in an old schoolhouse built in 1896. Open-minded tasters should try the Siegerrebe and Madeleine Angevine varieties, which are the only estate-grown grapes – other varieties come from the warmer climes of the Yakima Valley. Make sure to at least glance at the camel across the road.





ORCA-WATCHING FROM THE SHORE

The best way to view orcas with the least environmental impact is from the shore. This sounds unlikely, but the Salish Sea surrounding the San Juans boasts some of the best whale- and orca-viewing shore locations in the world. Peak season is May through July. Pack a picnic and some binoculars and head to the following locations:

A American Camp, San Juan Island

A Cattle Point, San Juan Island

A Lime Kiln Point State Park, San Juan Island

A Lopez Island, west side

A San Juan County Park (www.sanjuanco.com), San Juan Island






4Sleeping


San Juan County Park CampgroundCAMPGROUND$

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-378-1842; https://secure.itinio.com/sanjuan/island/campsites; 380 West Side Rd; hiker & cyclist sites per person $10, campsites from $35)


San Juan’s best campground is beautifully located in a county park on the scenic western shoreline. The site includes a beach and boat launch, along with 20 tent pitches, flush toilets and picnic tables. At night the lights of Victoria, BC, flicker theatrically from across the Haro Strait. Reservations are mandatory during peak season.





Wayfarer’s RestHOSTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-378-6428; www.hostelssanjuan.com; 35 Malcolm St, Friday Harbor; dm $40, r from $70, cabins from $85; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


A short walk from the ferry terminal, this pleasant hostel is located in a homey house with comfortable dorms and affordable private rooms. The main kitchen overlooks the grassy backyard, and there’s also a suite that sleeps six ($245). Reserve two months ahead in summer.





[image: icon-top-choice]oOlympic Lights B&BB&B$$

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%888-211-6195, 360-378-3186; www.olympiclights.com; 146 Starlight Way; r $165-185; [image: icon-hoursgif]hJun-Sep; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


Once the centerpiece of a 320-acre estate, this splendidly restored 1895 farmhouse now hosts an equally formidable four-room B&B that stands on an open bluff facing the snow-coated Olympic Mountains. Sunflowers adorn the garden and the hearty breakfasts include homemade buttermilk biscuits. Two-night minimum.





Juniper Lane Guest HouseINN$$

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-378-7761; www.juniperlaneguesthouse.com; 1312 Beaverton Valley Rd; r from $155; [image: icon-wifigif]W) [image: icon-sustainable]S


The five great rooms and one (two-bedroom) cabin at this cozy, hip inn are decorated with an eclectic assortment of furnishings, much of it refurbished. In summer, there are hammocks in the backyard and views over the surrounding countryside. Communal kitchen available. It’s 1.3 miles from the ferry dock.





Earthbox Inn & SpaMOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-378-4000; www.earthboxmotel.com; 410 Spring St, Friday Harbor; r from $169; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s[image: icon-petgif]#)


Earthbox is a hybrid of simplicity and sophistication as a former motor inn made over to resemble a deluxe hotel. The result: a variety of funky, cleverly designed rooms with comfy beds and colorful yet minimalist undercurrents. Other bonuses include a pool, spa, fitness room, bike rental and fine gardens.





Roche Harbor ResortRESORT$$$

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%800-451-8910; www.rocheharbor.com; Roche Harbor; r with shared bath $149, 1- to 3-bedroom condos from $285; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s)


Located on the site of the former lime kiln and estate of limestone king John McMillin, this seaside ‘village’ is a posh getaway. The centerpiece is the old Hotel de Haro, where the poky rooms are enlivened by the fact that John Wayne once brushed his teeth here. Town houses are up behind the harbor, and modern condominiums are tucked behind trees.







5Eating


Market ChefDELI$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-378-4546; 225 A St, Friday Harbor; sandwiches from $9; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Mon-Fri) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Super popular and famous for its delicious sandwiches, including its signature curried-egg salad with roasted peanuts and chutney, or roast beef and rocket. Salads are also available; local ingredients are used. If you’re in town on a Saturday in summer, visit Market Chef at the San Juan Island Farmers Market (10am to 1pm).





Cafe DemeterCAFE$

(80 Nichols St, Friday Harbor; sandwiches from $6; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-2pm Tue-Sat)


A local’s secret for the best and most affordable sandwiches to take out for a picnic – think perfect fresh bread, aioli mustard and plenty of fillings. It’s a laid-back, hippie-ish place with friendly service and a few simple tables. Some locals argue the coffee is the best here too.





Lime Kiln CafeCAFE$

(map; www.rocheharbor.com/dining/lime-kiln; Roche Harbor; mains $8-16; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-3pm)


Perched on the end of the Roche Harbor marina wharf, this simple but pleasurable establishment serves up mouthwatering American breakfasts that feature organic eggs in a hearty San Juan scramble with avocado and sour cream. The lunch menu offers deli sandwiches, and fresh home-cooked doughnuts are served all day.





[image: icon-top-choice]oDuck Soup InnFUSION$$$

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-378-4878; www.ducksoupsanjuans.com; 50 Duck Soup Lane; mains $21-39; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-10pm Wed-Sun Apr-Oct)


It ain’t cheap, but it’s really good. Situated 4 miles northwest of Friday Harbor amid woods and water, Duck Soup offers the best island fine dining using the fruits of its own herb garden to enhance menu items such as oysters, scallops and Ethiopian lentil stew. The extensive wine list includes island-produced Chardonnay.





Backdoor KitchenFUSION$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-378-9540; www.backdoorkitchen.com; 400 A St, Friday Harbor; mains $30-40; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-2:30pm Mon, 5-9pm Wed-Sun)


One of San Juan Island’s finest restaurants, Backdoor Kitchen uses fresh local ingredients in creative multiethnic dishes such as Spanish-style pork with wild-prawn stew and East Indian spiced lentils with spinach cake. Dine in the pretty garden in summer. Reserve.





McMillin’sSEAFOOD$$$

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-378-5757; www.rocheharbor.com/dining/mcmillins; Roche Harbor; mains $26-38; [image: icon-hoursgif]h3-10pm)


Set in the former house of lime and cement entrepreneur John McMillin at Roche Harbor Resort, this intimate dining room offers the best of Pacific Rim cooking and Pacific Northwest views. Favorites include prime rib, local spot prawns and Dungeness crab ravioli.







8Information

Chamber of Commerce ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-378-5240; www.sanjuanisland.org; 165 1st St S, Friday Harbor; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm) Head here for maps.




8Getting There & Away


AIR

Kenmore Air flies from Lake Union and Lake Washington to San Juan Island daily on three- to 10-person seaplanes. Fares start at $155 one way. San Juan Airlines flies to the island from Anacortes and Bellingham.




BOAT

San Juan Island is the last US stop on the Washington State Ferries San Juan Islands service, with boats starting in Anacortes on the mainland and stopping at Lopez, Shaw and Orcas Island along the way. The fare on westbound ferries to Friday Harbor on San Juan Island is $13.75 for foot passengers and $67.15 for a car and driver. Bike passengers pay a $5 surcharge; there is no fare on return ferries heading east. The trip from Anacortes to Friday Harbor takes about 80 minutes.

From April to December, two Washington State Ferries a day continue to Sidney, Vancouver Island, before returning in the opposite direction.

It’s highly recommended to reserve tickets for all the sailings at www.wsdot.wa.gov during summer and for popular times on weekends and during holidays.






8Getting Around

From May to October, San Juan Transit (www.sanjuantransit.com; single trip/day pass $5/15) shuttles visitors from the ferry landing to Roche Harbor, plus points along the west coast, including Lime Kiln Point State Park and English Camp. Buses run hourly between 10am and 6pm. Otherwise, call San Juan Taxi ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-378-8294; www.sanjuantaxis.com).

Susie’s Mopeds ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-378-5244; www.susiesmopeds.com; 125 Nichols St, Friday Harbor), just up from the ferry dock, rents electric bicycles or mopeds for $35/80 per hour/day, ‘scoot coupes’ (a sort of miniature buggy-moped hybrid for two people) for $70/160 per hour/day and compact SUVs from $96 a day.






Orcas Island

[image: icon-phonegif]%360 / POP 4453

Orcas is a special island. More rugged than Lopez yet less crowded than San Juan, it has struck a delicate balance between friendliness and frostiness, development and preservation, tourist dollars and priceless privacy – for the time being, at least.

Lying in the dry rain shadow of the storm-lashed Olympic Mountains, the island was once an important trading post for the North Straits Salish Native Americans, who maintained a permanent settlement in present-day West Sound. The first European homesteaders arrived in the 1860s and within a couple of years had set about clearing the old-growth rainforest for crops and fruit orchards. Another early industrial project was lime production, and by the early 20th century 35 lime kilns dotted the island, burning huge amounts of local wood.

The growth of tourism is a distinctly modern development and an inevitable consequence of Orcas’ refreshing get-away-from-it-all location.


1Sights


Turtleback Mountain PreservePARK

(map; Wild Rose Lane)


Saved from possible development when it was bought for $18.5 million as public land in 2007, Orcas’ second mountain (rising to 1519ft) was in private hands for so long that most people had forgotten what was there. The answer: fragile wetlands, Garry oak savanna, spectacular overlooks, wild orchids and acres of solitude. It now has trails open to hikers (daily) and cyclists/horseback riders (alternate days).





Moran State ParkSTATE PARK

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-376-6173; 3572 Olga Rd; Discover Pass required at some parking lots per day/year $10/35; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6:30am-dusk Apr-Sep, 8am-dusk Oct-Mar)


In 1911 Robert Moran donated 7 sq miles of his property to create this park on the eastern saddlebag of Orcas Island. The park is dominated by 2409ft Mt Constitution, the archipelago’s highest point. On a clear day you can see Mt Rainier, Mt Baker, Vancouver’s north shore and a patchwork of tree-carpeted islands floating like emerald jewels on a blue crystalline ocean. To see above the lofty firs, a 53ft observation tower was erected in 1936 by the Civilian Conservation Corp.





Orcas Island Historical MuseumMUSEUM

(www.orcasmuseums.org; 181 North Beach Rd, Eastsound; by donation; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-4pm Tue-Sun late May-late Sep)


Housed in a series of six original homesteader cabins dating from the 1880s, this island museum relates the pioneer and local history of Orcas and the San Juan Islands. Besides the usual collection of household goods, tools, weapons and photographs, there’s a history of the lime-kiln industry and a focus on Orcas’ first residents, the North Straits Salish.





CYCLING THE SAN JUANS

The cycling is memorable on all three main islands (and Shaw if you’re up for a short circuit). Lopez Island is the most popular with cyclists thanks to its flattish terrain and salutation-offering local motorists (there are bike racks outside almost every shop and business). San Juan Island’s roads are a little busier but no less alluring, while hilly Orcas offers the biggest challenge for aspiring cyclists, with the 5-mile-long drag to the top of 2409ft Mt Constitution worthy of a miniature ‘King of the Mountains’ competition. All three islands have bike-rental companies that can deliver bikes to the ferry terminal during peak months. Hire fees are around $35 per day. Contact:

Lopez Bicycle Works Lopez Island.

Meat Machine Cycles (www.meatmachinebicycles.com; 22 Web St, Friday Harbor, San Juan Island; per day from $30)

Wildlife Cycles On Orcas Island.






2Activities


Outer Island ExcursionsWHALE WATCHING

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-376-3711; www.outerislandx.com; Eastsound; adult/child from $99/79)


From Eastsound, Outer Island Excursions is an excellent choice for whale-watching tours. Guarantees sightings.





Deer Harbor ChartersWHALE WATCHING

(map; Deer Harbor Resort; www.deerharborcharters.com; Deer Harbor) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Deer Harbor Charters offers year-round whale-watching trips departing from either Deer Harbor or the Rosario Resort. It guarantees sightings; trips cost from $89.





Wildlife CyclesCYCLING

(www.wildlifecycles.com; 350 North Beach Rd, Eastsound; bike rentals per hour/day from $10/45)


Bike rentals on Orcas Island.







4Sleeping


[image: icon-top-choice]oGolden Tree HostelHOSTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-317-8693; www.goldentreehostel.com; 1159 North Beach Rd, Eastsound; dm/d with shared bath $47/110; [image: icon-hoursgif]hApr-Oct; [image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s)


Located in an 1890s-era heritage house, this hip hostel offers cozy rooms and pleasant common spaces, along with a hot tub and sauna in the grassy garden. Options include a tipi, a bus and a geodesic dome. There’s even a separate recreation building with pool, Foosball, shuffleboard and darts. Bicycle rentals are $20. Friday pizza nights. Reserve in summer.





Doe Bay Village Resort & RetreatHOSTEL$

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-376-2291; www.doebay.com; 107 Doe Bay Rd, Olga; campsites from $60, cabins from $100, yurts from $80; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#) [image: icon-sustainable]S


One of the least expensive resorts in the San Juans, Doe Bay has the atmosphere of an artists’ commune combined with a hippie retreat. Accommodations include sea-view campsites and various cabins and yurts, some with views of the water.





Moran State ParkCAMPGROUND$

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-376-2326; www.moranstatepark.com; campsites from $25)


The largest camping area in the San Juans has more than 150 campsites (no hookups) at four lakeside locations: one at Mountain Lake and three at Cascade Lake. Reservations are a must in summer.





Beach HavenCABIN$$

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-376-2288; www.beach-haven.com; West Beach; cabins from $160; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


Log cabins from rustic to fancy and in an assortment of sizes line a quiet and private gray-pebble beach. The tall trees throughout the property give the resort a magical feel of being both in the forest and on the seashore. Apartments are in a lodge that’s also on the beach, and management is exceptionally friendly.





West Beach ResortCABIN$$

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%877-937-8224; www.westbeachresort.com; West Beach; campsites from $40, tent cabins from $120, cottages $190-350; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Welcome to another rustic cabin-resort that feels like its own small village, with a shop, cafe and marina on a shimmering waterfront facing crimson Canadian sunsets. Besides the cabins there are deluxe fixed ‘tent cabins’ with wood floors but no electricity, and a few campsites in a grassy clearing a few hundred feet from the shore.





Outlook InnHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-376-2200; www.outlookinn.com; 171 Main St, Eastsound; r/ste from $109/250; [image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Eastsound’s oldest and most eye-catching building, the Outlook Inn (1888) is an island institution. Budget rooms are cozy and neat (try for room 30), while the luxurious suites have fireplaces, Jacuzzi tubs and stunning water views from their balconies. Excellent attached cafe.





Rosario Resort & SpaRESORT$$

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-376-2222; www.rosarioresort.com; 1400 Rosario Rd, Eastsound; r from $199; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s)


This magnificent seafront mansion built by former shipbuilding magnate Robert Moran in 1904 is now the centerpiece of an upscale resort, and the setting oozes F Scott Fitzgerald–style romance. The 180 modern rooms sprawl across the grounds surrounding (but not inside) the old mansion, and the complex includes tennis courts, a swimming pool, a marina and a spa.







5Eating


[image: icon-top-choice]oBrown Bear BakingBAKERY$

(cnr Main St & North Beach Rd, Eastsound; pastries $7; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-4pm Thu-Mon)


No one wants to pay $7 for a pastry, but the trouble is that once you start eating the baked goods here, nothing else will do. Options include croissants aux amandes, quiche using fresh Orcas Island eggs and roast veggies, caramel sticky buns and fruit pie. Balance the nutritional ledger with one of the hearty soups or sandwiches.





Rose’s Bakery & CafeCAFE$

(382 Prune Alley, Eastsound; breakfast $4-15; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8:30am-5pm Tue-Sat)


Go where the locals go for fresh baked goods and French-influenced dishes like baked eggs with Gruyère, pain perdu (French toast) or a thick slab of homemade whole-wheat bread with Gouda and sliced apples. There’s plenty of seating in the bright restaurant or get baked goods and sandwiches to go at the attached deli and shop.





Hogstone’s Wood OvenPIZZA$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-376-4647; www.hogstone.com; 460 Main St, Eastsound; pizzas $15-25; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-9pm Thu-Mon)


Ridiculously good wood-fired pizzas using farm-to-table, locally sourced ingredients. The menu changes weekly so you never know what you’re going to get. Chef Jay Blackinton regularly receives kudos from the James Beard Foundation, including being a semifinalist for Rising Star of the Year for four years running. There’s an à la carte menu of seasonal, creative dishes and an excellent wine list.





Doe Bay CaféINTERNATIONAL$$

(map; 107 Doe Bay Rd, Doe Bay; mains $14-28; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-10pm Thu & Fri, 8am-2pm & 4-9pm Sat & Sun) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Devoted to sustainable food, Doe Bay has its own organic garden, a tight network of trusted farm suppliers and a damned good chef. Few things on the planet are better than the pizza topped with locally foraged mushrooms. Head here Thursday nights for its lively open-mike night.





Mijita’sMEXICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-376-6722; www.mijitasorcas.com; 310 A St, Eastsound; mains $14-26; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4-9pm Mon-Sat)


It’s difficult to go wrong in this creative, indoor-outdoor restaurant with its rustic Mexican furnishings and fairy light–illuminated garden. The Mexican chef’s family recipes include delicacies such as slow-braised short ribs with blackberry mole, and vegetarian quinoa cakes with mushrooms, chèvre, almonds and pipian (a pumpkin-seed-based sauce), but they also serve simple classics like fish tacos and enchiladas. Reserve.





[image: icon-top-choice]oInn at Ship BaySEAFOOD$$$

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%877-276-7296; www.innatshipbay.com; 326 Olga Rd; mains $27-36; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-10pm Tue-Sat) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Locals unanimously rate this place as the best fine-dining experience on the island. The chefs work overtime preparing everything from scratch using the freshest local ingredients. Seafood is the specialty and it’s served in an attractive 1860s orchard house a couple of miles south of Eastsound. There’s also an on-site 11-room hotel (doubles from $195). Reservations recommended.







6Drinking & Nightlife


Island Hoppin’ BreweryBREWERY

(map; www.islandhoppinbrewery.com; 33 Hope Lane, Eastsound; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm)


The location just off Mt Baker Rd near the airport makes this tiny brewery hard to find, but the locals sure know it’s there – this is the place to go to enjoy local brews on tap. Don’t come hungry – only snacks are served, but you’re welcome to bring your own food. A ping-pong table adds some action.







7Shopping


Crow Valley Pottery & GalleryARTS & CRAFTS

(map; 2274 Orcas Rd, Eastsound; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm, closed Tue)


Crow Valley Pottery & Gallery sells everything from jewelry to paintings, but its specialty is hand-painted pottery, all conceived and produced on the island.







8Information

Orcas Island Chamber of Commerce (www.orcasisland.org; 120 North Beach Rd, Eastsound; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-3pm Mon-Sat)




8Getting There & Away


AIR

Kenmore Air flies from Lake Union and Lake Washington to Orcas Island daily on three to 10-person seaplanes. Fares start at $155 one way. San Juan Airlines flies to the island from Anacortes and Bellingham.




BOAT

Ferries to Orcas Island originate at Anacortes on the mainland and, going west, hit up Lopez and Shaw Islands before reaching Orcas; the trip from Anacortes to Orcas Island takes around 70 minutes and then the ferry continues on to San Juan Island (15 minutes). Some ferries skip an island or two, so check the schedule at www.wsdot.wa.gov.

From April to December, two Washington State Ferries a day continue to Sidney, near Victoria on Vancouver Island, before returning in the opposite direction.

Fares are collected on westbound ferries only (meaning you don’t pay anything for the return voyage). To Orcas Island from Anacortes, foot passengers pay $13.75 and the car-and-driver fare is $56.55. Bike passengers pay a $5 surcharge. Foot passengers and cyclists can ride interisland ferries for free in either direction.

You can reserve tickets for all the sailings at www.wsdot.wa.gov; it’s highly recommended to do so during summer and popular times on weekends and holidays.






8Getting Around

If you’re not cycling, the Orcas Island Shuttle (www.orcasislandshuttle.com; cars per day from $64) can meet most of your transport needs, arranging car rental (from $65 a day) and 24-hour taxis.


THE OUTLYING ISLANDS

Stand on the clamorous ferry dock at Anacortes during the halcyon summer months and you’ll quickly realize you’re not the only one with designs on the San Juans’ beauty. But don’t get dragged down by the crowds. Ninety-nine percent of these vacationers are heading to one of the big four – San Juan, Orcas, Lopez or Shaw. A quick bit of mental arithmetic will reveal that this leaves approximately 168 islands largely tourist-free. Granted, many of the lesser San Juans are privately owned and/or hard to reach, but with a bit of furtive planning, genuine Robinson Crusoe experiences are possible, especially in the spring and fall.


Other Inhabited Islands

The fourth-largest San Juan, Cypress Island (population 40) has a salmon hatchery, 25 miles of trails and is a popular kayaking destination, while Waldron Island (population 104) – perhaps the quirkiest island of all – is inhabited by a feisty contingent of back-to-the-landers who live without electricity or landline phones and are well known for their self-sufficiency. Two of the more visited ‘populated’ islands are Stuart Island (population 40) and Sucia Island (population four). Stuart, the last landfall before Canada, has a schoolhouse, a light station, 3.5 miles of trails, 18 campsites and an unstaffed ‘honesty store’ where you can buy souvenir T-shirts. Sucia (whose name means ‘dirty’ in Spanish, though it’s anything but) is easily accessed by a March-to-November private ferry from Orcas and has a large state park, 60 campsites, access to drinking water and 10 miles of hiking trails.









Lopez Island

[image: icon-phonegif]%360 / POP 2177

While some of the smaller San Juans are known for their standoffish ‘No Trespassing’ signs, Lopez – or Slow-pez as it’s affectionately known – is the ultimate friendly isle where local motorists give strangers the ‘Lopezian wave’ (fingers raised from the steering wheel) and you can leave your bike outside the village store and it’ll still have both wheels when you return hours later.

Lopez Village is the island’s centerpiece, a pinprick of a settlement that holds a weekly summer farmers market and boasts a couple of enterprising restaurants, while to the north, Lopez Island Vineyards (map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-468-3644; www.lopezislandvineyards.com; 724 Fisherman Bay Rd; tastings from $5; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-5pm Fri & Sat May-Sep) showcases the island’s wine production.

Every April Lopez stages the ironically named Tour de Lopez, a laid-back noncompetitive cycle race where winning is incidental. The balloons are out again on July 4, when the island temporarily breaks out of its stupor to host what is allegedly the state’s most electrifying fireworks display.


1Sights


[image: icon-top-choice]oSpencer Spit State ParkPARK

(map)


Spencer Spit State Park is one of only four state parks on the San Juan archipelago. Two sand spits have formed a marshy lagoon that is a prime spot for various species of waterfowl. It’s a good place to kayak, fish, beachcomb and enjoy the scenery. If you’ve got gear and a shellfish license you can forage for mollusks.





Watmough HeadBEACH

(map)


This scenic area at the island’s southeastern extremity holds three trails, the best being the under-a-quarter-mile stroll to Watmough Bay, a stunning arc of pebbly sand framed by a sheer rock cliff on its northern side. Young seals may pop their heads up at you from the water as you stroll the shore.





Shark Reef ParkPARK

(map; Shark Reef Rd)


A nice little walk through the forest leads to the shore and rocky reef. Expect to see lots of seals. The trailhead is easy to find: head to the airport then head a little over a mile south on Shark Reef Rd.





Port Stanley SchoolhouseHISTORIC BUILDING

(map; by donation; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-4pm Wed-Sun May-Oct)


The restored 1917 schoolhouse is run by the local historical society and offers a good photo op. To get to the schoolhouse from Lopez Village, take the road east past Hummel Lake. Turn left at the T-junction and follow the road around.





Lopez Island Historical MuseumMUSEUM

(www.lopezmuseum.org; Lopez Village; entry by donation; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-4pm Wed-Sun May-Sep)


This tiny museum exhibits antiquated farm machinery, early pioneer photos and various rotating exhibitions. What it lacks in scale it makes up for in charm.







2Activities

Lopez is one of the best of the San Juans for cycling because of its relatively flat terrain, and also because a bike is your only option for getting around if you don’t bring your car. Rent bikes at Village Cycles ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-468-4013; www.villagecycles.net; 214 Lopez Rd; rental per hour $7-13). Lopez is also a great fishing destination; skippered trips can be organized with local operators such as Harmony Charters (map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-468-3310; www.cruisesanjuans.com; 973 Shark Reef Rd).


Cascadia KayaksKAYAKING

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-468-3008; www.cascadiakayaks.com; 441 Sweetbriar Lane, Lopez Village; half-/full-day guided kayak trips $69/99)


Kayak rentals and guided trips around Lopez Island.





Lopez Bicycle WorksCYCLING

(www.lopezkayaks.com; 2847 Fisherman Bay Rd; per day from $35; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm May-Sep)


Bike rentals on Lopez Island.







zFestivals & Events


Tour de LopezCYCLING

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-468-4664; www.lopezisland.com/tourdelopez.htm; [image: icon-hoursgif]hApr)


This annual fundraiser kicks off the cycling season in the San Juans.







4Sleeping


Odlin County Park CampgroundCAMPGROUND$

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-378-1842; https://secure.itinio.com/sanjuan/odlin/campsites; campsites $25)


Handily situated 1 mile south of the ferry landing and 3 miles north of Lopez Village, this pleasant waterfront campground features a picnic area, vault toilets and mooring buoys. There is an adjacent sandy beach, and hiking trails disappear off into the surrounding woods. The nearest showers are in Lopez Village (coin operated).





[image: icon-top-choice]oEdenwild InnB&B$$

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-468-3238; www.edenwildinn.com; Lopez Rd, Lopez Village; ste from $218; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


Eden is the word at this Victorian-style mansion in Lopez Village with its lovely formal gardens, wide porch and meticulous attention to detail. Encased in what must be the island’s most sumptuous setting are nine individually crafted rooms, all with private bathrooms. All of the island’s low-key facilities are within shouting distance.





MacKaye Harbor InnB&B$$

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-468-2253; www.mackayeharborinn.com; 949 MacKaye Harbor Rd; r $195-275; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


Relatively isolated on Lopez’ southern reaches, this 1927 farmhouse contains four bedrooms and one harbor-view suite and gets consistently fantastic reviews from guests. The cheap kayak rental ($35 per person) and complimentary mountain bikes make it more of a deal than the price tag suggests.





Lopez Islander ResortRESORT$$

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-468-2233; www.lopezfun.com; 2864 Fisherman Bay Rd; r from $159; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s)


Equipped with restaurant, swimming pool, Jacuzzi, gym and ‘tiki lounge bar,’ this so-outdated-it’s-kind-of-cool ‘resort’ sits alongside a marina in Fisherman Bay, where eagles glide. What it lacks in intimacy it makes up for in amiability and good service.







5Eating & Drinking


Isabel’s EspressoCAFE$

(map; www.isabelsespresso.com; Lopez Rd, Lopez Village; coffee drinks $1-5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-5pm; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


A retro wood-paneled coffee bar that offers a fine selection of coffee, herbal teas and fruit shakes, and features colorful furnishings and a small book collection. It’s the most hippie-hip of the island’s coffee shop choices.





Holly B’s BakeryBAKERY$

(www.hollybsbakery.com; Lopez Rd, Lopez Village; pastries around $3; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-4pm Fri-Mon, longer hours summer)


Holly’s handles the early-morning latte and pastry rush while harnessing the slow island vibe and thus remaining effortlessly low-key. The seasonal fruit pastries are worthy of any swanky Seattle patisserie.





Vortex Juice BarJUICE BAR

(map; Lopez Rd S, Lopez Village; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-3pm Wed-Sun)


Fresh juices are Vortex’s forte, made with whatever fruits and vegetables are on hand. Above-average salads and wraps ($7 to $10) are among its other healthy offerings.







8Information

Lopez Island Chamber of Commerce (www.lopezisland.com; 265 Lopez Rd, Lopez Village; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Tue-Sat) Friendly little office with tourist info and maps.




8Getting There & Away


AIR

Kenmore Air flies from Lake Union and Lake Washington to Lopez Island daily on three- to 10-person seaplanes. Fares start around $155 one way. San Juan Airlines flies to the island from Anacortes and Bellingham.




BOAT

Washington State Ferries runs the fleet of car ferries from Anacortes, the main port on the mainland, to Lopez Island; ferries then continue to the principal islands of Shaw, Orcas and San Juan Island. From April to December, two ferries a day continue to Sidney, near Victoria on Vancouver Island, and then make the return journey.

Foot passengers pay $13.75 to Lopez from Anacortes and then it’s free going back or to any other island west. Car-and-driver fares from Anacortes are $47.15, although the return eastbound journey is free. Bikes are an extra $5 on top of the foot-passenger fare.






8Getting Around

Village Cycles leads two-hour, half-day and full-day island bike tours on request.






Shaw Island

[image: icon-phonegif]%360 / POP 274

The quietest and smallest of the four main San Juan Islands, tranquil Shaw is famous for its restrictive property laws and handsome Benedictine monastery. Here, enveloped in a pristine, tree-carpeted time warp, Catholic nuns tend to llamas, wild deer forage on deserted roadways and idyllic sandy beaches are sprinkled with rather foreboding ‘no trespassing’ signs.

Aware of rising property prices and the burgeoning resort development of their larger and swankier neighbors, Shaw islanders have steadfastly resisted the lure of the tourist dollar and chosen to remain private. That’s not to say that travelers aren’t welcome. Plenty of ferries arrive daily on Shaw, but with only one campsite offering just 11 overnight berths, opportunities to linger are limited. For purists, that is what the island is all about.

For the curious, Shaw is worth a slow spin on a mountain bike or an afternoon of quiet contemplation on a pebbly beach. History buffs can break the reverie at the Shaw Island Historical Museum (map; Blind Bay Rd; by donation; [image: icon-hoursgif]h2-4pm Tue, 11am-1pm Thu, 10am-noon & 2-4pm Sat), while perennial peace-seekers can find lazy solace on quiet South Beach in Shaw Island County Park (map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-378-1842; www.sanjuanco.com/523/shaw-island; Squaw Bay Rd; tent sites $22).


8Getting There & Away

Shaw Island is served by Washington State Ferries with connections to Orcas and Lopez Islands. Fares are collected on westbound ferries from Anacortes and cost $13.75 for foot passengers. Car-and-driver fares from Anacortes to Shaw Island are $56.55. Bike passengers pay a $5 surcharge. Foot passengers and cyclists can ride interisland ferries for free in either direction.
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Olympic Peninsula & Washington Coast

[image: 16-olympic-wash-coast-loc-pnw8-jpg]



Why Go?

The Olympic Peninsula is an unblemished wilderness of the highest order, with an interior that brings to mind a unicorn fantasy novel and an end-of-the-continent coastline that makes Big Sur look positively calm. Then there’s the precipitation. While Seattleites whine about a little winter drizzle, the Hoh Rain Forest is drowning in up to 200in of rain a year. There’s an upside to all this water, of course: it’s green here, a thousand verdant shades of it, if you stare hard enough. And it’s virgin, too. Untouched in over a millennium are sapphire lakes, rarely climbed mountains, and ancient cedar and spruce trees older than most of Europe’s medieval castles. It took a lucrative series of vampire novels to put the Olympic Peninsula on the world’s radar, but Twilight is only 1% of what this wild, fog-shrouded landmass is about.




When to Go

[image: olympia-cc.jpg]

	Mar Port Townsend’s unique Victorian Days festival.

	Jul & Aug Best hiking opportunities and least chance of rain.

	Aug Long Beach’s International Kite Festival in the third week.







Best Places to Eat

A Next Door Gastropub

A Traditions Cafe & World Folk Art

A Creekside Restaurant

A Finistere




Best Places to Stay

A Lake Quinault Lodge

A Shelburne Hotel

A Palace Hotel

A Kalaloch Lodge






Olympic Peninsula & Washington Coast Highlights

[image: 16-olympic-wash-coast-ch-pnw8-jpg]

1 Hoh Rain Forest Thinking you’ve uncovered a real-life hobbit amid the moss-covered wilderness.

2 La Push Finding solitude, but no vampires, on a mist-enshrouded beach.

3 Lake Quinault Lodge Driving (or hiking) miles to enjoy Northwestern cuisine and a roaring fireplace.

4 Port Townsend Debating whether to don kayaking gear or a Victorian bowler hat in this nostalgia-obsessed town.

5 Olympia Drinking coffee that’s good enough to wake a zombie.

6 Long Beach Discovery Trail Imagining the sense of accomplishment felt by Lewis and Clark.

7 Makah Museum Visiting one of the nation’s best Native American museums in Neah Bay.




OLYMPIA

[image: icon-phonegif]%360 / POP 51,609

Small in size but big in clout, Washington state capital Olympia is a political, musical and outdoor powerhouse. Look no further than the street-side buskers on 4th Ave, the smartly attired bureaucrats marching across the lawns of the resplendent state legislature and the Gore-Tex-clad outdoor fiends overnighting before rugged sorties into the Olympic Mountains. Progressive Evergreen State College has long lent the place an artsy turn (creator of The Simpsons Matt Groening studied here), while the dive bars and pawn shops of downtown provided an original pulpit for riot-grrrl music and grunge.

Olympia’s economy has struggled in the wake of the timber industry’s collapse, with increasing homelessness among the knock-on effects. But while it may have a few rough edges, it’s still a fun little city.


1Sights


Washington State CapitolLANDMARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-902-8880; www.olympiawa.gov/community/visiting-the-capitol.aspx; 416 Sid Snyder Ave SW; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-5:30pm Mon-Fri, 11am-4pm Sat & Sun) [image: icon-free]F


Olympia’s capitol complex is set in a 30-acre park overlooking Capitol Lake with the Olympic Mountains glistening in the background. The campus’ crowning glory is the magnificent Legislative Building. Completed in 1927, it’s a dazzling display of craning columns and polished marble, topped by a 287ft dome that is only slightly smaller than its namesake in Washington, DC. Free, 50-minute tours are available on the hour 10am to 3pm weekdays, 11am Saturday and Sunday, starting just inside the main doors.





Olympia Farmers MarketMARKET

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-352-9096; www.olympiafarmersmarket.com; 700 N Capitol Way; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-3pm Thu-Sun Apr-Oct, Sat & Sun Nov & Dec, Sat Jan-Mar)


Second only to Seattle’s Pike Place in size and character, Olympia’s local market is a great place to shop for organic herbs, vegetables, flowers, baked goods and the famous specialty: oysters.





Hands On Children’s MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-956-0818; www.hocm.org; 414 Jefferson St NE; $14.95; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Mon-Sat, 11am-5pm Sun; [image: icon-familygif]c)


This $9-million facility is the ne plus ultra of interactive fun for kids. Highlights include a climbable eagle’s nest – a slide tumbles down from here to the Puget Sound interpretative area, where there’s an underwater world and a crane-lift port. Open until 9pm on the first Friday of each month.

The WET (Water Education & Technology) Science Center next door (open 10am to 4pm Monday to Saturday) is dedicated to water-reclamation education (and has an artificial creek to play in). Admission is free.





Tumwater Falls ParkWATERFALL

(www.olytumfoundation.org/what-we-do/tumwater-falls-park; 110 Deschutes Way SW, Tumwater; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-6pm; [image: icon-petgif]#) [image: icon-free]F


The historic town of Tumwater is where the Deschutes River empties out into Capitol Lake after its long run through the Cascade Mountains. Here at the falls you’ll find this pretty little landscaped park, paralleling I-5 near the turnoff to US 101. Its 15 acres contain a half-mile trail loop that follows the Deschutes from the abandoned 1906 Olympic Brewery brick building up to the same brewery’s mid-century location, taking in the falls, fish ladders and a small salmon hatchery.





Priest Point ParkPARK

(2600 East Bay Dr NE; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-7pm)


Many Olympians cite this as their favorite park, for the lush green forest, the network of nature trails that lead to Budd Inlet on Puget Sound, the many shorebirds, the rose garden, and the occasional surprise glimpses of downtown and the Capitol Building through the trees. It’s a great place to explore, especially if you’re looking for shade on a hot day.





Percival Landing ParkPARK

(www.olympiawa.gov/community/parks/percival-landing.aspx; 217 Thurston Ave NW)


When Olympia was founded, its narrow harbor was a mudflat during low tides, but after years of dredging a workable harbor was established. This park, a popular gathering spot, has a long boardwalk that overlooks the assembled pleasure craft and provides informative display boards describing Olympia’s past as a shipbuilding port and a center of the lumber and cannery trades.







zFestivals & Events


Procession of the SpeciesPARADE

(www.procession.org; [image: icon-hoursgif]hlate Apr)


Olympia’s wild and woolly celebration of Earth Day, established in 1995, fills the streets with delightful creatures including 16ft peacocks, life-sized pink elephants, and the beaming sun itself.






SEX, LIES & CENTRALIA

The overriding reason to make this rather mundane mining and lumber town a pit stop on the long drive (or train ride) north or south is to stay at a converted brothel, the Olympic Club Hotel ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-736-5164; www.mcmenamins.com/olympic-club; 112 N Tower Ave, Centralia; bunk/queen/king $65/75/85; [image: icon-wifigif]W), a ‘venue hotel’ where you can eat, sleep, drink, shoot billiards, listen to music and go to the cinema, all in the same evening and all without having to leave the premises. The Olympic Club dates from 1908, when it opened as a ‘gentlemen’s resort’ designed to satisfy the various drinking, gambling and sexual vices of transient miners and loggers. Portland’s McMenamins brand has restored the brothel to its former glory, complete with creaking floorboards, art-deco murals, bar, billiard room, restaurant and small movie theater, where friendly waitstaff bring in food orders during the movie as guests recline on sofas and in armchairs. Upstairs, atmospheric bedrooms (all with shared bathrooms) sport arty graffiti chronicling the misdemeanors of past guests.

If you’re overnighting you can enjoy a hearty brunch at the acclaimed Berry Fields ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-736-1183; www.berryfieldscafe.com; 201 S Pearl St, Centralia; mains $7-14; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-5pm), situated in Centralia’s biggest antique mall, where the cinnamon buns are huge.






4Sleeping


Swantown InnB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-753-9123; www.swantowninn.com; 1431 11th Ave; r from $159; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


In the tradition of Washington state B&Bs, the Swantown Inn features great personal service and meticulous attention to detail in an 1887 Queen Anne–style mansion that’s listed on the state historical register. Within sight of the imposing capitol dome, there are four elegantly furnished rooms, and a formidable homemade breakfast.







5Eating


[image: icon-top-choice]oTraditions Cafe & World Folk ArtHEALTH FOOD$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-705-2819; www.traditionsfairtrade.com; 300 5th Ave SW; mains $6-12; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm Mon-Sat, 11am-5pm Sun; [image: icon-veggif]v) [image: icon-sustainable]S


This comfortable hippie enclave at the edge of Heritage Park offers fresh salads and tasty, healthy sandwiches (smoked salmon with lemon-tahini dressing is a winner), coffee drinks, herbal teas, local ice cream, beer and wine. Posters advertise community-action events, and in the corner is a ‘Peace and Social Justice Lending Library.’ It’s attached to an eclectic folk-art store.





222 MarketFOOD HALL$

(www.222market.com; 222 Capitol Way N; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-5pm)


A semifancy food court that brings together some of Olympia’s best bites, this market hall lets you choose among (or combine!) fresh oysters at Chelsea Farms Oyster Bar, gelato at Sofie’s Scoops, incredible artisan pastries or luscious eggy breakfasts at the Bread Peddler, or Mexican dishes at Dos Hermanos. You can also buy flowers and sample locally distilled spirits.





Old School PizzeriaPIZZA$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-786-9640; www.oldschool-pizzeria.com; 108 Franklin St NE; slices from $3.50, pies from $12; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-10pm Mon-Thu, 11am-11pm Fri & Sat, noon-10pm Sun)


A well-worn, well-loved local hangout, this casual pizza joint is covered in graffiti, stickers, posters, grease and love. Grab a slice and a beer or soda and chill out with the locals in their natural habitat.





Spar Cafe BarPUB, DINER$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-357-6444; www.mcmenamins.com/spar-cafe; 114 4th Ave E; breakfast $9-18, lunch & dinner mains $10-18; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-midnight Sun-Thu, to 1am Fri & Sat)


A legendary local cafe-pub now owned by Portland’s McMenamin brothers, who have maintained its authentic wood-panel interior. There’s a snug, a long bar counter, curtained booths and window-facing tables: take your pick. You could spend all morning here eating brunch, shooting pool and admiring the cigar collections. Beer is brewed on-site with water from the artesian well in the basement.







6Drinking & Nightlife


Batdorf & BronsonCAFE

(Capitol Way S; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-7pm Mon-Fri, 7am-6pm Sat & Sun) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Olympia’s most famous coffee outlet stands out, even in the caffeine-fueled Pacific Northwest. If you like your morning brew fair-trade, shade-grown and certified organic, this is the place to come. Its shopfront houses a vast, comfy, high-ceilinged room ideal for remote working, too. For travelers with an insatiable caffeine addiction, head down to the company’s roasting house for expert banter.





Dillinger’sCOCKTAIL BAR

(www.dillingerscocktailsandkitchen.com; 406 Washington St SE; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4-10pm Mon-Thu, 4pm-midnight Fri & Sat, 4-8pm Sun)


This upscale Prohibition-style cocktail bar inhabits a 1927 bank building – you can even drink in the vault. The space and the drinks are equally beautiful, whether you want a classic old-fashioned or something with fizz and fruit. The cocktail menu is long enough to need a table of contents. Food options range from rib eye to squash soup.





Burial GroundsCAFE

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-359-4285; www.burialgroundscoffee.com; 406 Washington St SE; specialty lattes $3-5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-11:30pm Mon-Sat, 10am-10pm Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


When your latte is named after an Ursula K LeGuin story, or comes with a skeleton head drawn in the foam, you smile. When said latte is one of the best coffee drinks you’ve ever had, you take note. This comfortable space has gothy, horror-movie decor, ever-changing hand-drawn menu boards, games, comic books, and killer tea and espresso drink specials.





Swing Wine Bar & CafeWINE BAR

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-357-9464; www.swingwinebar.com; 825 Columbia St SW; wine flights $11-22, bar snacks $6-15; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4-10pm Mon-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat)


The swankiest place to imbibe in Olympia offers views over Capitol Lake from a heritage abode. Get a wine flight to taste three themed pours or indulge in a decadent cocktail. The by-the-glass list is huge. Fusion appetizers, mains and small plates get rave reviews. Best on a warm night when you can sit on the patio.







3Entertainment


Capitol TheatreTHEATER

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-754-6670; www.olympiafilmsociety.org; 206 E 5th Ave; tickets from $10)


Of 1924 vintage, the beaux-arts-inspired Capitol Theater is the headquarters of the Olympia Film Society and puts on everything from Fellini movies to Rick Steves travel presentations. There’s a film festival every November and the occasional live-music event.





Washington Center for the Performing ArtsTHEATER

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-753-8586; www.washingtoncenter.org; 512 Washington St SE; [image: icon-hoursgif]hbox office noon-5:30pm Tue-Sat)


Comedy, art, ballet, film and theater – this is Olympia’s primary venue for national touring shows and performances, and it puts the city center stage in Washington’s ambitious and varied cultural life.







8Information

For news about the community, sports and events, check out www.thurstontalk.com, which covers Olympia and the surrounding Thurston County.

State Capitol Visitor Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-902-8880; www.olympiawa.gov/community/visiting-the-capitol.aspx; 103 Sid Snyder Ave SW; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Mon-Fri) Offers information on the capitol campus, the Olympia area and Washington state.

USFS Headquarters ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-956-2402; www.fs.fed.us/r6/olympic; 1835 Black Lake Blvd SW; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-4:30pm Mon-Fri) Just outside Olympia; has the most info about Olympic National Park. Backcountry permits for wilderness camping in Olympic National Park can be obtained here.




8Getting There & Away


BUS

Three Greyhound buses a day link Olympia to Seattle ($14, 1½ hours) and other I-5-corridor cities from its station (107 7th Ave SE).

Grays Harbor Transportation Authority ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-532-2770; www.ghtransit.com) bus route 40 goes to Aberdeen on the Pacific Coast ($3, 1½ hours).




TRAIN

Amtrak Cascade and Coast Starlight trains stop at Centennial Station (www.amtrak.com/stations/olw; 6600 Yelm Hwy SE, Lacey) in Lacey, the only volunteer-staffed train station in the world (apparently). Five trains a day link Olympia with Seattle (from $18) and five with Portland (from $26). Bus 94 goes between the station and downtown Olympia hourly 6:30am to 7:30pm.






8Getting Around

The Capital Aeroporter ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-962-3579; www.capair.com) has frequent service to Seattle-Tacoma International Airport, leaving from most of the hotels in town (from $49, two hours). Reservations are suggested.

Olympia’s public bus system is Intercity Transit ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-786-1881; www.intercitytransit.com; per trip/day $1.25/2.50). The downtown transit center is at State Ave and Washington St.






OLYMPIC PENINSULA

Cut off from Washington state by water on three sides, the remote Olympic Peninsula exhibits all the characteristics of an island. The region’s main population centers are in the northeast and include Port Angeles, Port Townsend and drier, balmier Sequim, now a budding retirement community. As the region is protected climatically by the Olympic Mountains, outdoor activities abound here.

North of Gray’s Harbor is one of the most undisturbed slices of coastal wilderness in the US. Here tiny Native American towns list populations in the hundreds rather than the thousands and, bar a 15-mile stretch of US 101, there are few roads. Outside of small Native American reservations around Oil City, La Push and Ozette, 53 miles of coast is protected as a part of the Olympic National Park that was added in 1953.

Exempt from strict wilderness regulations, the area outside the park is largely given over to the lumber industry.


History

Native American people have lived on the Olympic Peninsula for centuries. Several museums in the area preserve the history of some of the local tribes, notably the Makah Museum in Neah Bay, which centers on a 500-year-old Makah village unearthed in 1970. Other native groups included the Quileute and the Quinault.

European sailors were exploring the Northwest coast as early as 1592, but contact with the local people didn’t occur until some two centuries later, when the land was claimed by the Spanish, who subsequently established a colony at Neah Bay.

Port Townsend was founded in 1851 and the first expanses of virgin forest began to fall to the saws in the 1880s, when the mill towns of Aberdeen and Hoquiam sprang up in the south.

Early attempts to explore the interior were limited until the 1930s, when US 101 pushed through the deep forests, linking long-established coastal communities by road for the first time. Finally, in 1938, following a 40-year struggle between conservationists, industrialists and logging companies, the Olympic National Park was established in the heart of the peninsula.




DISCOVER PASS

To balance state budget cuts, a user cost now supports the agencies that protect and manage Washington’s wilderness areas. At state parks, many natural and wildlife areas, water-access points, trails and recreation sites throughout the state, you’ll be asked to display a Discover Pass (per day/year $10/30) on your car’s dashboard. Passes are available at ranger stations, from vending machines at many of the larger trailhead parking areas (these accept credit cards) or online ($11.50/35 per day/year) at www.discoverpass.wa.gov. Don’t get caught without a pass – the penalty is $99!




Northeastern Olympic Peninsula

Hugging the protected coast of the Strait of Juan de Fuca, the northeastern corner of the Olympic Peninsula is the region’s most populated enclave and provides a well-utilized gateway to Olympic National Park. It’s famous for its dry, relatively sunny climate (courtesy of the Olympic ‘rain shadow’ effect), and outdoor activities such as sea kayaking and whale-watching abound, while a rare historical treat awaits travelers in time-warped Port Townsend. Thanks to numerous ferry connections (Port Angeles to Victoria, Canada; Port Townsend to Whidbey Island), the area is easily accessible from the population centers of Puget Sound.


Port Townsend

[image: icon-phonegif]%360 / POP 9551

Inventive eateries, elegant fin de siècle hotels and an unusual stash of year-round festivals make Port Townsend an Olympic Peninsula rarity: a weekend vacation that doesn’t require hiking boots. Cut off from the rest of the area by eight bucolic miles of two-lane highway, this is not the spot to base yourself for national-park exploration unless you don’t mind driving a lot. Instead, settle in and enjoy one of the prettiest towns in the state.


1Sights


Fort Worden State ParkSTATE PARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-344-4412; www.parks.state.wa.us/511/fort-worden; 200 Battery Way; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6:30am-dusk Apr-Oct, 8am-dusk Nov-Mar) [image: icon-free]F


This attractive park located within Port Townsend’s city limits is the remains of a large fortification system constructed in the 1890s to protect the strategically important Puget Sound area from outside attack – supposedly from the Spanish during the 1898 war. Sharp-eyed film buffs might recognize the area as the backdrop for the movie An Officer and a Gentleman.





Puget Sound Coast Artillery MuseumMUSEUM

(www.coastartillerymuseum.org; adult/child $4/2; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-4pm)


Inside one of the stately white barracks buildings at Fort Worden, this museum tells the story of early Pacific coastal fortifications and the strategic defense of Puget Sound.





Rothschild HouseHISTORIC BUILDING

(cnr Jefferson & Taylor Sts; adult/child $6/1; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-4pm May-Sep)


A well-preserved example of life in uptown Port Townsend from a century ago, this museum was originally the home of a local businessman. Its atmospheric interior is furnished in period fashion, more or less as the family left it.





Jefferson Art & History MuseumMUSEUM

(www.jchsmuseum.org; 540 Water St; adult/child $6/1; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-4pm daily May-Sep, 11am-5pm Fri & Sat, 11am-4pm Sun, Mon, Wed & Thu rest of year)


The local historical society runs this well-maintained exhibition space in an impressive brick building that includes mock-ups of an 1892 jail, maritime artifacts and an art-gallery room. You can also learn about the history of prostitution in innocent-seeming Port Townsend.







2Activities


Port Townsend PaddlesportsKAYAKING

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-379-3608; www.ptpaddlesports.com; 100 Harbor Defense Way, Fort Worden State Park; single/double sea kayak per hour $20/30; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Sun-Fri, to 6pm Sat Jun-Aug)


Port Townsend is beautifully situated to explore the kayaking possibilities of the Washington coast. Rent kayaks and paddleboards from this tiny shack inside Fort Worden State Park; you can also rent bicycles (half-day $25) if exploring by land is more your style.





ReCycleryCYCLING

(www.ptrecyclery.org; 1925 Blaine St; per day $15-40; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-6pm Tue-Sat May-Sep, to 5pm Oct-Apr)


A nonprofit, volunteer-run bike shop that can also help you with repairs, tune-ups and more. Rentals come with lock and helmet.







TTours


Puget Sound ExpressBOATING

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-385-5288; www.pugetsoundexpress.com; 431 Water St; 4hr tour adult/child $95/65; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am Apr-Oct, 2:30pm mid-Jun–Sep)


Search for orcas from May to the end of September, gray whales from mid-March to late April, and humpbacks and minkes from late April to late August. If you’re not around during whale season, the company also runs bird-migration cruises, during which you might see bald eagles, harlequin ducks and more.







zFestivals & Events


CentrumMUSIC

(www.centrum.org; Fort Worden State Park)


A nonprofit arts foundation based at Fort Worden State Park, Centrum sponsors a stream of arts and music festivals and seminars, many held at the fort. Among the most popular are the Festival of American Fiddle Tunes and Jazz Port Townsend, both in July. Contact Centrum for a schedule.





Victorian DaysCULTURAL

(www.vicfest.org; [image: icon-hoursgif]hlate Mar)


This unique festival offers an array of exhibits, walking tours and craft workshops. Horses and carriages are dusted off, refined manners are polished, and half the town dons asphyxiating corsets or austere waistcoats to relive the days when lamb-chop whiskers and handlebar mustaches were the height of fashion.





Wooden Boat FestivalCULTURAL

(www.woodenboat.org; one-day ticket adult/child $20/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]hearly Sep)


Usually drawing up to 300 wooden boats of all vintages, this festival includes live music, maritime-oriented presentations, food and wine, plus opportunities to get into the action and out onto the water yourself.







4Sleeping


Manresa CastleHISTORIC HOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-385-5750; www.manresacastle.com; cnr 7th & Sheridan Sts; d from $75, ste $149-229; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


One of Port Townsend’s signature buildings has been turned into a historic hotel-restaurant that’s light on fancy gimmicks but heavy on period authenticity. This 40-room mansion, built by the town’s first mayor, sits high on a bluff above the port and is one of the first buildings to catch your eye as you arrive by ferry.





Waterstreet HotelHOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-385-5467; www.watersthotel.com; 635 Water St; r with shared bath $60-75, with private bath $85-225; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Homey and friendly, the Waterstreet offers great-value rooms in a naturally aged Victorian flophouse. If you’re a family or group, go for suite 5 or 15 – essentially apartments, with a loft, a full kitchen and a big back porch right on Puget Sound. Reception is in the Native American gift shop next door to the hotel.





Fort Worden State ParkCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-344-4400; www.parks.state.wa.us/511/fort-worden; 200 Battery Way; sites from $45, plus reservation fee $8)


Eighty RV-hookup sites, many of them beachfront, plus a handful of hiker-cyclist sites ($16). Amenities include kitchen shelters, flush toilets and hot showers. If you’re not up for camping, the fort has tons of options: you can even choose to stay in an odd little one-bedroom ‘castle’ ($399) or a range of cottages and lofts (for these, visit www.fortworden.org).





Old Consulate Inn B&BB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-385-6753; www.oldconsulateinn.com; 313 Walker St; r $140-245; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Another Queen Anne masterpiece, this former residence of the German consul is a splendid eight-room B&B adorned with the kind of authentic 19th-century decor that will leave you thinking you’ve wandered into the pages of a Henry James novel.





[image: icon-top-choice]oPalace HotelHISTORIC HOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-385-0773; www.palacehotelpt.com; 1004 Water St; r from $150; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Built in 1889, this beautiful Victorian building was once a brothel run by the locally notorious Madame Marie, who did business out of the 2nd-floor corner suite. It’s been reincarnated as an attractive, character-filled period hotel with antique furnishings (plus all the modern amenities). Pleasant common spaces; kitchenettes available. The cheapest rooms share a bathroom. Rates are higher on festival weekends.





Swan HotelHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-385-6122; www.theswanhotel.com; cnr Monroe & Water Sts; d $135-165, cottages $185-195; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Stay in a room in the eye-catching three-story mansion with impressive wraparound porches, or in one of the three well-decked-out one-story cabins close to the waterfront action. There’s even a penthouse suite that holds up to 16 people.







5Eating


Waterfront PizzaPIZZA$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-379-9110; 951 Water St; slices $4-5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-8pm Mon-Fri, to 9pm Sat & Sun)


If you’re craving a quick snack, grab a tasty, crispy, thin-crust slice downstairs – just be prepared for lines in the walk-in-closet-sized dining room (or fold your slice in half and walk with it). For more relaxed, sit-down service, climb the stairs and sample the pies, topped with treats such as Cajun sausage, feta cheese, artichoke hearts and pesto.





Doc’s Marina GrillAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-344-3627; www.docsgrill.com; 141 Hudson St; mains $13-28; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-11pm)


With a great location by Port Townsend’s marina, Doc’s offers something for everyone. There are burgers, sandwiches, fish-and-chips, various salads, pastas, steaks, seafood and a few vegetarian options. It’s housed in a historic building that was a nurses’ barracks back in the 1940s.





Silverwater CaféFUSION$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-385-6448; www.silverwatercafe.com; 237 Taylor St; lunch mains $9-17, dinner mains $16-29; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-3pm & 5-9pm)


The Silverwater provides a romantic atmosphere in the not-too-fancy setting of a classic Port Townsend Victorian-era building. Renowned for its creatively prepared local dishes such as ahi tuna and artichoke Parmesan pâté, the restaurant also rustles up down-to-earth desserts such as the not-to-be-missed blackberry pie. Reservations aren’t a bad idea, especially for dinner.





[image: icon-top-choice]oFinistereFRENCH$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-344-8127; www.restaurantfinistere.com; 1025 Lawrence St; dinner mains $24-34, tasting menu $50; [image: icon-hoursgif]h3-9pm Wed-Fri, 10am-2pm & 3-9pm Sat & Sun)


When Sweet Laurette (formerly in this location) closed, local foodies despaired, but Finistere is a worthy replacement. With a staff whose experience includes Per Se, Canlis, Tilth and other swoon-inducing restaurant names, you expect (and get) a high level of food and service: think saffron risotto with seafood, rabbit lasagna, steak tartare, multiple cheese-plate options, and smoked-salmon tartine for brunch.







6Drinking & Nightlife


Propolis BrewingCRAFT BEER

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-344-2129; www.propolisbrewing.com; 2457 Jefferson St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h2-8pm Mon & Wed-Fri, noon-8pm Sat, noon-6pm Sun) [image: icon-sustainable]S


This cool space is more like a little old-fashioned apothecary than your average brewpub. You’ll find no ordinary pilsners or IPAs here – Propolis brews small-batch organic farmhouse-style and sour beers made with locally sourced, seasonal herbal ingredients. Order a flight of seven tasters and rest assured they’ll surprise you. The cozy taproom has a great patio for sunny days.





Finnriver Farm & CideryMICROBREWERY

(www.finnriver.com; 124 Center Rd, Chimacum; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-9pm) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Ten miles south of Port Townsend, in Chimacum, is this pastoral, family-run cidery and organic farm in a beautiful setting. In the tasting room you can sample Finnriver’s traditional-style ciders as well as more contemporary, inventive types, like habanero or blackcurrant, plus a series of botanical ciders brewed with locally foraged herbs and spices (think rosehip, ginger and lavender).





SirensBAR

(www.sirenspub.com; 832 Water St; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-late)


A dimly lit, romantic, yet unpretentiously hip upstairs bar with a balcony overlooking the port. This is the perfect spot to have a burger and a beer and wait for your ship to come in.







3Entertainment


Rose TheatreCINEMA

(www.rosetheatre.com; 235 Taylor St; tickets $10-12)


A Northwest diamond and an architectural emblem for the city, this theater lay woefully abandoned for 37 years before being brought back to life in the 1990s as a gorgeously renovated art cinema. Some films are shown in the Starlight Room, a tiny 21-and-over bar and screening room above the Silverwater Café.







7Shopping


Quimper SoundMUSIC

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-385-2454; 1044 Water St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-5pm Wed-Sat, noon-5pm Sun)


To continue the time-warp effect of Port Townsend, peruse this record store that’s remained pretty much the same since it opened in 1974, although it’s lived in four or five different spots around town. It’s also a good place to find out about any live music happening during your visit.







8Information

Pick up a useful walking-tour map and guide to the downtown historic district at the visitor center ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-385-2722; www.ptchamber.org; 2409 Jefferson St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Mon-Fri, 10am-4pm Sat & Sun).




8Getting There & Away


BOAT

Washington State Ferries ([image: icon-phonegif]%206-464-6400; www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries/; car and driver/passenger $11.90/3.45) operates daily trips about every 90 minutes (more in high season) to Coupeville on Whidbey Island from the downtown terminal (car and driver/passenger $11.90/3.45, 35 minutes).

Puget Sound Express ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-385-5288; www.pugetsoundexpress.com; 227 Jackson St; round trip adult/child $110/65; [image: icon-hoursgif]hdeparts 9am May-Sep) boats depart to San Juan Island at 9am between May and late September. Round trips include guaranteed whale-watching, so you can enjoy a tour along with your transportation.




BUS

Jefferson Transit ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-385-4777; www.jeffersontransit.com; fares from $1.50) connects Port Townsend to Olympia (twice daily), Seattle and SeaTac Airport (via Bainbridge Island ferry).

To reach Port Townsend from Seattle on weekdays, take the ferry from downtown Seattle to Bainbridge Island (35 minutes). At the ferry dock catch Kitsap Transit bus 90 to Poulsbo (20 minutes), then transfer to Jefferson Transit bus 7 to Port Townsend (one hour). Total fares add up to about $8.50.

Dungeness Line ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-417-0700; www.dungeness-line.com; one-way $39) offers connections to and from its Port Angeles–Seattle run, by reservation. Shuttles arrive and depart from the Haines Place Park and Ride on W Sims Way.








Port Angeles

[image: icon-phonegif]%360 / POP 19,872

One might wonder if Port Angeles suffers from abandonment issues. People come here mainly to leave: whether by ferry to Victoria, Canada, or on excursions into the northern parts of Olympic National Park. Most of the town – propped up by the lumber industry and backed by the steep-sided Olympic Mountains – is strictly utilitarian, but the downtown core near the ferry dock has plenty of charm.

Named Puerto de Nuestra Señora de los Angeles by Spanish explorer Francisco Eliza in 1791 (the name was later anglicized), Port Angeles entered history in 1862 when president Abraham Lincoln created a navy and military reserve around the natural harbor and made it the second planned city in the US (after Washington, DC). In a more drastic urban-planning move, in 1914 the city elevated its downtown streets, essentially by burying what was there and building on top of it. The underground tour is a highlight.



1Sights


Ediz HookBEACH

(map)


A mostly flat, easy 1-mile trail offers beach access and mountain views on a clear day, along this spit looping around the bay in Port Angeles.





Port Angeles Fine Arts CenterGALLERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-457-3532; www.pafac.org; 1203 E Lauridsen St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-5pm Thu-Sun) [image: icon-free]F


Here you’ll find the work of many of the professional artists who live on the peninsula. The gallery is high above the city amid a 5-acre sculpture garden with views over the strait. The garden is open year-round, sunrise to sunset.







2Activities


Olympic Discovery TrailHIKING, CYCLING

(www.olympicdiscoverytrail.com)


This ongoing project will ultimately link Port Townsend and the Pacific Coast by means of a mostly paved hiking-biking trail. Sixty miles of the trail is already complete between Port Angeles and Sequim; you can pick it up at a number of signed trailheads along Hwy 101, or start right in front of the Port Angeles visitor center. On a clear day, spectacular views across the water take in all the surrounding mountain ranges.





Sound Bikes & KayaksCYCLING

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-457-1240; www.soundbikeskayaks.com; 120 E Front St; bike rental per hour/day $10/40; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm Mon-Sat, 11am-4pm Sun)


You can rent or buy road bikes, e-bikes and mountain bikes here, helmets and locks included. There’s also a climbing wall (day pass $5), and kayaking, skiing and mountaineering equipment for sale, as well as a range of guided trips into the Olympics.







TTours


Underground Heritage ToursTOURS

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-775-1094, 360-460-5748; www.portangelesheritagetours.com; 207 S Lincoln St; adult/child $15/8; [image: icon-hoursgif]h2pm Mon-Sat Sep-May, 10am & 2pm Mon-Sat Jun-Aug)


These vividly narrated two-hour walking tours include stories about the ‘lost’ underground of Port Angeles, buried when the downtown was raised in the early 1900s to solve a sewage problem – essentially by digging up a nearby hillside and sluicing it onto Main Street. You’ll get a peek at a few historical leftovers, like a brothel hidden away upstairs inside a shoe store.







4Sleeping


Toadlily HouseHOSTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-797-3797; www.toadlilyhouse.com; 105 E 5th St; dm $25-30, d $64; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


This bright and clean hostel in a lime-green heritage home has several bunk rooms and two private rooms ($64). The bathroom and kitchen are shared, the layout is perfect for socializing, and the owner is hip and friendly.





Downtown HotelHOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-565-1125; www.portangelesdowntownhotel.com; 101 E Front St; d with/without bath $80/60; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Nothing special on the outside but surprisingly spacious and tidy within, this no-frills, family-run place down by the ferry launch is Port Angeles’ secret bargain. The dated but comfy rooms are decked out in wicker and wood, and several have water views. The cheapest rooms share a bathroom in the hallway. The soundproofing isn’t great, but the location is tops.





Olympic View CabinsRENTAL HOUSE$$

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-457-7222; www.bestofnorthwest.com; 3432 O’Brien Rd; houses from $139; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s)


Incredible value, these homes sit very far apart from each other on 20 acres, with views of the soaring Olympic Mountains; it’s quiet bucolic bliss only a 10-minute drive from town. Choose among the cozy Pond Cottage (perfect for a writing retreat), the high-ceilinged Compass Rose House (sleeps eight) and the rustic-chic Log Cabin (sleeps six).





Olympic LodgeHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-452-2993; www.olympiclodge.com; 140 Del Guzzi Dr; d from $140; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s)


This is the most comfortable place in town, offering gorgeous rooms, an on-site bistro, a swimming pool with hot tub, and complimentary cookies and soup in the afternoon. Prices vary widely depending on day and month.





George Washington InnB&B$$$

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-452-5207; www.georgewashingtoninn.com; 939 Finn Hall Rd; ste $280-320; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


This striking modern replica of US president George Washington’s Mt Vernon home sits on a lavender farm on a cliff overlooking a sublime stretch of the Juan de Fuca Strait. If the grand, spotless suites with colonial furniture, ocean and mountain views, gracious service and plush bathrooms aren’t enough, you can sleep even better knowing the place is powered geothermically.








5Eating


[image: icon-top-choice]oNext Door GastropubAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-504-2613; www.nextdoorgastropub.com; 113 W First St; burgers $13-16, mains $11-24; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-midnight Mon-Thu, 11am-1am Fri & Sat, 10am-midnight Sun)


Arguably the best place to eat on the peninsula and definitely serving the best burger (go for the Mrs Newton with bacon, fig jam and Brie), this small, lively pub is like a little slice of Portland someone dropped here. It’s no secret, so expect to wait a looong time for a table. Great beer list and a Sunday brunch.





Bella ItaliaITALIAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-457-5442; www.bellaitaliapa.com; 118 E 1st St; mains $23-25, pizza & pasta $10-19; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-9pm)


Bella Italia has been around a lot longer than Bella, the heroine of the Twilight saga, but its mention in the book as the site of Bella and Edward’s first date has turned what was already a popular restaurant into an icon. Try the clam linguine or the smoked duck breast, or have what Bella ordered: mushroom ravioli.





Kokopelli GrillAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-457-6040; www.kokopelli-grill.com; 203 E Front St; mains $17-33; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-8pm Mon-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat, 4-8pm Sun Sep-May, 11am-9pm Mon-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat, 2-9pm Sun Jun-Aug; [image: icon-familygif]c)


Many Port Angeles residents cite this as their favorite restaurant, and rave about the seafood dishes in particular. While the burgers, pastas and Southwest-style grilled seafood and meats may not blow away refined foodies, the over-the-top-friendly service and upscale yet laid-back atmosphere will win over just about anyone. There’s a decent-sized kids’ menu, too.





Alder Wood BistroFUSION$$

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-683-4321; www.alderwoodbistro.com; 139 W Alder St, Sequim; dinner mains $19-27, pizzas $18-21, lunch mains $14-19; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-2:30pm Thu-Sat & 4:30-8:30pm Wed-Sat) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Organic, local and sustainably produced ingredients are used to create unique wood-fired pizzas (try the pork sausage and kimchi) and delectable mains such as plank-grilled fish or ricotta gnocchi – all to pair with Washington wines or craft beers. If it’s warm enough, sit and enjoy the garden, where some of your food was probably grown.





LD’s Woodfire GrillAMERICAN$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-452-0400; www.ldswoodfiregrill.com; 929 W 8th St; mains $22-40; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4:30-8pm Tue-Thu, to 9pm Fri & Sat)


The heritage building is filled with eclectic bric-a-brac, art and plants, while the grill cooks up tasty seafood, meat and veggies. Dine indoors or near the outdoor firepit. The lemony risotto and anything involving the local Dungeness crab comes particularly recommended.







8Information

Port Angeles Visitor Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-452-2363; www.portangeles.org; 121 E Railroad Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9:30am-5:30pm Mon-Fri, 10am-5:30pm Sat, noon-3pm Sun May-Sep, 10am-5pm Mon-Sat, noon-3pm Sun Oct-Apr) Adjacent to the ferry terminal. May be open later in summer.

Olympic National Park Visitor Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-565-3130; www.nps.gov/olym; 3002 Mt Angeles Rd; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm Jul & Aug, to 4pm Sep-Jun) Excellent center located 1 mile south of town, off Race St.




8Getting There & Away


BOAT

Black Ball Transport’s Coho Vehicle Ferry ([image: icon-phonegif]%888-993-3779; www.cohoferry.com; car and driver one way $66, foot passenger $19) provides passenger and automobile service to Victoria, with four crossings a day from May to September. There are two crossings a day the rest of the year, although service is briefly halted during January for maintenance. Reservations are encouraged.




BUS

Dungeness Line ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-417-0700; www.dungeness-line.com; Gateway Transit Center, 123 E Front St; one way to Seattle from $39) runs two buses a day to and from Sequim (adult/child $8/4, 30 minutes), the Seattle Greyhound terminal (adult/child $39/20, 3½ hours) and Sea-Tac Airport (adult/child $49/25, 4½ hours). Buses arrive at and depart from the transit terminal at Front and Oak Sts.

Clallam Transit ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-452-4511; www.clallamtransit.com; fares per person $1-10, day pass from $3) runs express buses (line 123, the ‘Strait Shot’) to Bainbridge Island. Other routes go to Port Townsend, Neah Bay and Forks. In Port Angeles, the main transfer center is at Oak and Front Sts, conveniently near the ferry dock and visitor center.


REMOVING THE DAMS

The world’s largest dam-removal project was undertaken at the Elwha River from 2011 to 2014. The river was once the most salmon-rich watercourse on the Olympic Peninsula, but once hydroelectric dams began to be built from 1914, salmon that once migrated upriver could not complete their reproductive journey and the sediment that flowed from the river was no more, destroying much of the shellfish habitat near the river mouth.

Local tribes and environmental groups lobbied for the dams’ removal, starting in the 1990s, and in 2004 they reached an agreement with the city of Port Angeles and the National Park Service. Ten years later the dam-removal project reached completion. For now the fish are making a comeback and the river’s ecology is slowly returning to its wild ways.












Olympic National Park

Declared a national monument in 1909 and a national park in 1938, the 1406-sq-mile Olympic National Park shelters a unique rainforest, copious glaciated mountain peaks and a 57-mile strip of Pacific coastal wilderness that was added to the park in 1953. One of North America’s great wilderness areas, most of it remains relatively untouched by human habitation, with 1000-year-old cedar trees juxtaposed with pristine alpine meadows, clear glacial lakes and a largely roadless interior.

Opportunities for independent exploration in this huge backcountry region abound, be they for hiking, fishing, kayaking or skiing. The park’s distinct and highly biodiverse ecosystem is rich in plant and animal life, much of it – such as the majestic Roosevelt elk – indigenous to the region. Boasting numerous large, car-accessible campgrounds and around 100 backcountry campsites, the park offers easy and rewarding overnight excursions.

[image: 16-olympic-np-pnw8-jpg]


Olympic National Park


1Sights

1Bogachiel State ParkC2

2Ediz HookF1

3Lake CrescentE1

4Lake QuinaultE4

5Ruby BeachC3

6Timber MuseumC2

7Wedding RocksB1




2Activities, Courses & Tours

8Dosewallips River ValleyG3

9Enchanted Valley TrailF4

10Hall of Moss TrailD2

11Hoh Rain ForestD2

    Hoh River Trail(see 11)

12Hurricane RidgeF2

13Hurricane Ridge Ski & Snowboard AreaF2

14Lover’s Lane LoopE2

15Marymere Falls TrailE1

16Queets River ValleyD4

    Sol Duc Hot Springs Resort(see 31)

17StaircaseF4

18Three Rivers ResortB2




4Sleeping

19Fairholm CampgroundD1

20George Washington InnG1

21Heart o’ the Hills CampgroundF1

    Hoh Campground(see 11)

22KalalochC4

    Kalaloch Lodge(see 22)

23Lake Crescent LodgeE1

24Lake Ozette CampgroundB1

25Lake Quinault LodgeE4

26Miller Tree InnC2

27Mora CampgroundB2

28Olympic View CabinsF1

29Quileute Oceanside ResortB2

    Quinault River Inn(see 25)

30Skokomish Park Lake CushmanG4

    Sol Duc Campground(see 31)

31Sol Duc Hot Springs ResortE2




5Eating

32Alder Wood BistroG1

    Creekside Restaurant(see 22)

    River’s Edge Restaurant(see 29)

    The In Place(see 26)








Eastern Entrances

The eastern entrances to Olympic National Park are less developed than the northern and western entrances but are handy for visitors traveling over the Hood Canal from Olympia, Seattle and the ‘mainland.’


2Activities


StaircaseHIKING

(map)


Staircase is a favorite entrance for hikers, and is popular with families, anglers and boaters bound for nearby Lake Cushman State Park. The Staircase Ranger Station is just inside the park boundary, 16 miles from US 101 and the small town of Hoodsport. There’s a campsite here, too (sites $20, first-come, first-served).





Dosewallips River ValleyHIKING

(map)


This narrow valley (pronounced doe-sey-wal-ups) is surrounded by some of the highest mountains in the Olympics, including Mt Anderson and Mt Deception. Due to a washout, the gravel Dosewallips River Rd now ends just 8.5 miles in from US 101, where hiking and bicycle trails begin.







4Sleeping & Eating


Skokomish Park Lake CushmanCAMPGROUND$

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-877-5760; www.skokomishpark.com; 7211 N Lake Cushman Rd, Hoodsport; tent/RV sites from $33/52; [image: icon-hoursgif]hlate May-early Sep)


Eight miles northwest of Hoodsport, this campground is centered on a large reservoir on the Skokomish River, popular with anglers, water-skiers and campers. There are 50 tent sites and 30 RV sites open from Memorial Day (late May) to Labor Day (early September). $10 day-use fee.





Dosewallips State ParkCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%888-226-7688; www.parks.state.wa.us/499/dosewallips; 306996 Hwy 101; primitive tent sites $12, standard tent sites $27-37, RV sites $30-45)


Near Brinnon along US 101 is this 425-acre, year-round campground situated in an expanse of meadow, close to the mouth of the Dosewallips River and facing the Hood Canal. A variety of campsites are available.





Halfway HouseDINER$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-796-4715; 41 Brinnon Lane, Brinnon; mains $8-16; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-7pm Tue-Sun, to 8pm Fri)


Popping up out of nowhere just when you’re desperate for coffee and a slice of pie, this place looks rough from outside but is bright and cheery indoors. Service is fast, the burgers are good and the crusty fruit pies ($4.75 per slice) taste like they were made by someone’s grandma. It sits aside Hwy 101 in Brinnon, halfway between Port Townsend and Staircase.







8Information

Staircase Ranger Station ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-877-5569; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMay-Oct) An eastern entry point for hikers, this station is just inside the park boundary, 15 miles from Hoodsport on US 101.




BACKCOUNTRY HIKES IN OLYMPIC NATIONAL PARK

Many visitors keep to the park’s well-trodden edges on easily accessible ‘touch the wilderness’ hikes. Far fewer plunge into the Olympic’s mossy, foggy, roadless interior.

For all hikes in the region, hikers should first take stock of local weather conditions (June to September is the recommended walking window), wise up on wilderness rules and regulations, and pack all necessary camping equipment and supplies. Hikers will also need to acquire a wilderness camping permit ($8) from the Wilderness Information Center before commencing. For more information on hiking in the region, use the Wilderness Trip Planner on the NPS website: www.nps.gov/olym.


Seattle Press Expedition Hike

One of the most popular cross-park treks follows the pioneering route taken by James H Christie. A former Arctic explorer, he answered the call of the Seattle Press newspaper in 1889 to ‘acquire fame by unveiling the mystery which wraps the land encircled by the snow-capped Olympic range.’ Starting at the Whiskey Bend trailhead on the Elwha River, the route tracks south and then southwest through the Elwha and Quinault River valleys to Lake Quinault, covering 44 moderately strenuous miles. Called the Seattle Press Expedition Hike, it commonly takes walkers five days to complete.




Pacific Coastal Hikes

There are two long-distance beach hikes along Washington’s isolated coast. The more northerly is the 32.7-mile stretch between the Makah Shi Shi trailhead near Cape Flattery and Rialto Beach near La Push (a shorter 20.2-mile version runs from Ozette to Rialto Beach), which commonly makes up a moderate five-day, four-night trek. This hike stays faithfully close to the shoreline, meaning that a good understanding of tidal charts is imperative. There are 14 campgrounds en route, eight of which take reservations.

The more southerly hike runs from Third Beach just south of La Push to the Oil City trailhead at the mouth of the Hoh River. This 17.5-mile route is more precipitous and tougher than the northern route, with the trail ascending and descending over numerous headlands. As a consequence, fewer people do it. All seven campgrounds on this segment are first come, first served.

If you are contemplating a trek along the coast, request information from the National Park Service (www.nps.gov/olym), buy good maps, learn how to read tide tables and be prepared for bad weather year-round.







Northern Entrances

The most popular access to Olympic National Park is from the north. Port Angeles is the park’s urban hub, and other good access points are Hurricane Ridge, the Elwha Valley and Lake Crescent, the park’s largest lake.


1Sights


Lake CrescentLAKE

(map)


If you’re heading anticlockwise on the Olympic loop from Port Angeles toward Forks, one of the first scenic surprises to leap out at you is luminous Lake Crescent, a popular boating and fishing area and a departure point for a number of short national-park hikes.







2Activities


Hurricane RidgeOUTDOORS

(map)


Hurricane Ridge is a good base for skiing (map; www.hurricaneridge.com; all-lift day pass $30-40; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Sat & Sun mid-Dec–Mar) and for short summer hikes to viewpoints. Hurricane Hill Trail, beginning at the end of the road leading up, and the Meadow Loop Trails, starting at the visitor center, are moderately easy hikes. The first half-mile of these trails is wheelchair accessible. Note that the ridge is renowned for its fickle weather.





Lover’s Lane LoopHIKING

(map)


The most popular hike in the Sol Duc Valley is the 0.75-mile Sol Duc Falls Trail, where the river plummets 40ft into a narrow gorge. However, you can lengthen this hike by setting out from the Sol Duc Hot Springs Resort along the Lover’s Lane trail and using the ‘campground trail’ on the return to make a loop.





Marymere Falls TrailHIKING

(map)


Among the number of short ‘touch-the-wilderness’ hikes that leave from the Storm King Ranger Station on the east side of Lake Crescent is this 2-mile round trip to a 90ft cascade that drops over a basalt cliff.





Elwha River ValleyHIKING, FISHING

The Elwha, the largest river on the Olympic Peninsula, and Lake Mills (actually a reservoir) are popular trout fishing havens. Commercially developed as a resort in the 1930s, the valley’s Olympic Hot Springs once featured cabins that have long since disappeared. In 1983, park supervisors closed the road out, and the area has largely returned to nature.




Sol Duc Hot Springs ResortHOT SPRINGS

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%888-896-3818; 12076 Sol Duc Hot Springs Rd; adult/child per day $15/11; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMar-Oct)


As Native American legend tells it, the geological phenomenon at Sol Duc is the legacy of a battle between two lightning fish. When neither fish won, each crawled beneath the earth and shed bitter tears, forming the heated mineral springs. These springs have been diverted into three large tiled pools for health and recreation at Sol Duc Hot Springs Resort.





Sol Duc River ValleyHIKING

The 14-mile road that leads off US 101 into the heart of the national park along the headwaters of the Sol Duc River is worth a spin for great day hikes, a dip in a natural spa and a glimpse of the Olympic rainforest. The trees along the roadside become taller and more majestic the moment you enter the park.






4Sleeping


Sol Duc CampgroundCAMPGROUND$

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-327-3534; www.nps.gov/olym/planyourvisit/camping.htm; campsites $20; [image: icon-hoursgif]hmid-Mar–Oct)


This 80-site facility, with its tall fir and cedar trees and mossy undergrowth, offers a quintessential Olympic rainforest experience. It’s also handy for both the local trails and the spa.





Heart o’ the Hills CampgroundCAMPGROUND$

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-452-2713; 876 Hurricane Ridge Rd; campsites $20; [image: icon-hoursgif]hyear-round)


Five miles south of Port Angeles, this is the closest campground to Hurricane Ridge, with 105 sites, flush toilets and potable water.





Fairholm CampgroundCAMPGROUND$

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-928-3380; www.nps.gov/olym/planyourvisit/camping.htm; campsites $20; [image: icon-hoursgif]hmid-Apr–Sep)


The only national-park campground on Lake Crescent features 88 sites, a general store and boat rentals. It’s first-come, first-served and situated at the lake’s western end.





Sol Duc Hot Springs ResortRESORT$$

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-327-3583; www.olympicnationalparks.com; 12076 Sol Duc Hot Springs Rd, Port Angeles; cabins from $200; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMar-Oct; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-swimkgif]s) [image: icon-sustainable]S


While Sol Duc lacks the classic touches and style of the more luxurious and older park lodges, this well-known spa retreat packs a punch with its therapeutic waters and surrounding forest. It is self-contained – with cemented-in mineral pools, a small store and a restaurant – but there’s still a tangible sense of being in a remote wilderness.





Lake Crescent LodgeLODGE$$

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%888-896-3818; www.olympicnationalparks.com; 416 Lake Crescent Rd; lodge r from $139, cottage from $245; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMay-Nov, limited availability winter; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


This turn-of-the-century lodge is handsomely furnished with antiques and surrounded by giant fir trees. There’s a wide variety of lodging available, but the most popular (and the only ones open in winter – weekends only) are the cozy cottages. Sumptuous Northwestern-style food is served in the lodge’s ecofriendly restaurant.







8Information

Note that the latter two of these ranger stations are staffed seasonally, if at all.

Hurricane Ridge Visitor Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-565-3131; www.nps.gov/olym/planyourvisit/visiting-hurricane-ridge.htm; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9:30am-5pm daily summer, Fri-Sun winter) Has a snack bar, a gift shop, toilets, and ski and snowshoe rentals but no overnight accommodation or camping. Call for weather updates, as road access in winter is weather dependent.

Elwha Ranger Station (480 Upper Elwha Rd; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-4pm Jun-Sep) Tiny ranger station serving the Elwha Valley.

Storm King Ranger Station ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-928-3380; 343 Barnes Point Rd; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMay-Sep) Cute little ranger station on Lake Crescent. Open seasonally.






Western Entrances

The Pacific side of the Olympics is the most remote part of the park and home to the foggy, moss-draped temperate rainforests. It is also the park’s wettest area, receiving 12ft of rain annually, and you can expect a soaking at any time.


US 101 is the only road that accesses this vast, heavily wooded area. Paved roads penetrate the interior at the Hoh Rain Forest and Lake Quinault but are sometimes washed out.


1Sights


Lake QuinaultLAKE

(map)


The enchanting Quinault River Valley is one of Olympic National Park’s least crowded corners. Clustered around the deep-blue glacial waters of Lake Quinault lie forested peaks, a historic lodge and some of the oldest (and tallest) Sitka spruce, Douglas fir and western red cedar trees in the world. The lake itself offers plenty of activities such as fishing, boating and swimming, while upstream both the north and south branches of the Quinault River harbor a couple of important transpark trails.





CLIMBING MT OLYMPUS

Mt Olympus (7965ft) is Olympic National Park’s highest and most commonly climbed peak, though, due to extensive glaciers and fickle weather, ascents should not be undertaken lightly. There are injuries and deaths every year, usually due to falls into glacial crevasses or exposure during storms.

Access is via the Hoh Trail, which extends for 17 miles from the Hoh Rain Forest Visitor Center to Glacier Meadows. The campground here is frequently used as a base camp for ascents of the mountain. Much of the remaining climb is on glaciers and along craggy escarpments. Most people make the ascent between June and early September, although some begin as early as April. Guided climbs are available through various agencies. Try Mountain Madness (www.mountainmadness.com; guided climb of Glacier Peak $1350), which is based in Seattle and offers guided five-day summit attempts.






2Activities


[image: icon-top-choice]oHoh Rain ForestHIKING

(map)


The most famous section of the Olympic rainforest, the Hoh River area offers lots of hikes and an interpretative center. If you can only make one stop on the western side, this should be it. The paved Upper Hoh Rd winds 19 miles from US 101 to the visitor center, passing a giant Sitka spruce tree along the way. This lord of the forest is 270ft high and over 500 years old.





Enchanted Valley TrailHIKING

(map)


The Lake Quinault area’s hiking highlight is this photogenic trail, which climbs for 13 miles beyond the Graves Creek Ranger Station, at the end of S Shore Rd, up to a large meadow (a former glacial-lake bed) crisscrossed by streams and springs, and resplendent with wildflowers and thickets of alders.





Hoh River TrailHIKING

(map)


A well-used route into the wide, glacier-carved Hoh River Valley, this path is also the principal means of access to Mt Olympus. Beginning at the visitor center, at the end of the Upper Hoh Rd, the trail follows an easy grade for 12 miles through moss-drenched temperate rain forest, and day hikers can use it as a pleasant out-and-back excursion.





Hall of Moss TrailHIKING

(map)


Leading out from the Hoh Rain Forest Visitor Center, this easy 0.8-mile loop leads you directly into virgin temperate rainforest and takes you through the kind of ethereal scenery that even Tolkien couldn’t have invented. Epiphytic club moss, ferns and lichens completely overwhelm the massive trunks of maples and Sitka spruces in this misty forest.





Queets River ValleyHIKING

(map)


The Queets Corridor was added to the park in 1953 in an attempt to preserve one of the peninsula’s river valleys all the way from its glacial beginnings to the coast. It is one of the park’s least accessible areas.







4Sleeping


Hoh CampgroundCAMPGROUND$

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-374-6925; www.nps.gov/olym/planyourvisit/camping.htm; campsites $20; [image: icon-hoursgif]hyear-round)


Adjacent to the Hoh Rain Forest Visitor Center, the campground features 88 sites, most alongside the Hoh River.





Quinault River InnINN$$

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-288-2237; www.quinaultriverinn.com; 8 River Dr; r $175, RV site $50; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


A blend of motel and mountain lodge, the River Inn is handily positioned on US 101 next to the eating and gas facilities at Amanda Park. Its position on the Quinault River makes it popular with fishers. Rooms are warm and well maintained, with decent-size beds. Bonuses include a small gym, attractive cedar decor and extra-friendly service.





[image: icon-top-choice]oLake Quinault LodgeHISTORIC HOTEL$$$

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-288-2900; www.olympicnationalparks.com; 345 S Shore Rd; r $250-450; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s)


Everything you could want in a historic national-park lodge and more, the suspended-in-time Quinault, built in 1926, has a massive fireplace, a manicured cricket-pitch-quality lawn, huge, comfy leather sofas, a regal reception area, and a dignified lake-view restaurant serving upscale American cuisine. Trails into primeval forest leave from just outside the door.







8Information

Hoh Rain Forest Visitor Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-374-6925; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-4:30pm Sep-Jun, to 6pm Jul & Aug) Large visitor center at the start of many hikes into the Hoh wilderness.

Queets Ranger Station ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-962-2283; [image: icon-hoursgif]hJun-Sep) Ranger station for the Queets Valley area.

Quinault Ranger Station ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-288-2525; 353 South Shore Rd, Quinault; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-4pm Mon-Fri winter, 8am-4pm Mon-Sat & 9am-4pm Sun Jun-Sep) Quinault-area ranger station and forest service office.








Northwestern Olympic Peninsula

Despite not falling within the boundaries of Olympic National Park, the northwestern section of the Olympic Peninsula remains sparsely populated and remote. Logging is a primary industry here and, in the cultural sphere, four Native American reservations offer plenty of local legends and history.

Forks is the area’s only major settlement, though the fishing town of Neah Bay is reachable by public bus and boasts one of the finest museums of Native American history in the US. The beautiful coastline around La Push in the west provides another worthwhile diversion.


Neah Bay

[image: icon-phonegif]%360 / POP 900

Isolated Neah Bay is a rather lackluster settlement that sits amid breathtaking coastal scenery at the end of Hwy 112 in North America’s extreme northwestern corner. Hit hard by decline in the salmon-fishing industry, this small town, characterized by its weather-beaten boats and craning totem poles, is the home of the Makah Indian Reservation, and the excellent Makah Museum is a good reason to make the trek.


1Sights


[image: icon-top-choice]oCape FlatteryVIEWPOINT

The dramatic promontory known as Cape Flattery is the most northwesterly point in the lower 48 states. From the four observation points atop the wild, wind-buffeted cape, cliffs fall 60ft to the raging Pacific and small forested islets jut out of the kelp-strewn blue waters. It’s spectacular.




[image: icon-top-choice]oMakah MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-645-2711; www.makahmuseum.com; 1880 Bayview Ave; adult/child 5yr & under $6/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm)


Hosted by the Makah Indian Reservation, this museum displays artifacts from one of North America’s most significant archaeological finds and is reason enough to make the long drive to Neah Bay. Exposed by tidal erosion in 1970, the 500-year-old Makah village of Ozette proved to be a treasure trove of native history, containing whaling weapons, canoes, spears and combs. Its discovery had a huge impact on contemporary native life, even affecting court rulings on native fishing rights.







4Sleeping


Butler’s Motel & Nature MuseumMOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-640-0948; www.butlersmotelneahbay.com; 910 Woodland Ave; r $75, cabins $120; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


Located one block off the main drag, these neat, simple little motel rooms and cabins are lovingly tended by the sweet and ever-helpful Nancy. All come with TV, fridge, microwave and coffeepot. Don’t miss the nature museum, adjacent to the lobby, with natural specimens from the area and lots of information. It’s the best deal in town.





Cape ResortCABIN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-645-2250; www.cape-resort.com; 1510 Bayview Ave; r $50-115, tent/RV sites $25/40; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Like most accommodations in Neah Bay, this place with simple cabins (built in 2012) doesn’t aspire to much beyond the regular fishing crowd – but, having reached the end of the road in mainland America, what more could you want than four walls, a roof and a small kitchenette? There’s also an RV park, and tent sites are available.





Hobuck Beach ResortCABIN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-645-2339; www.hobuckbeachresort.com; 2726 Makah Passage; cabins $110-200, tent/RV sites $25/40; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Spread out along a wild stretch of beach, these cabins aren’t fancy, but if you’re here to surf, fish or hike out to Shi Shi Beach (a few miles’ walk; considered one of the prettiest beaches in the state), the location simply doesn’t get better. Some cabins look directly out to the ocean, while others are tucked amid the trees.







5Eating


Pat’s PlaceNATIVE AMERICAN$

(1111 Bayview Ave; slice of pie $4; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-6pm Tue-Sat)


Stop at this quirky, Native American–run hole-in-the-wall for fry-bread tacos and a slice of homemade pie (Pat, the owner, usually bakes two kinds daily).





Warm House RestaurantAMERICAN$$

(1471 Bayview Ave; mains from $11; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-8pm)


Enjoy simply cooked American fare like burgers and sandwiches surrounded by windows overlooking Neah Bay. There’s a fireplace roaring in winter to help the place live up to its name.







8Information

A Makah Reservation Recreational Permit is required for every vehicle visiting Neah Bay. It can be purchased for $10 at the marina, the Makah Museum or most convenience stores in town.




8Getting There & Away

Makah Public Transit (www.makah.com/transit; per person $.25) services (fares 25¢) hook up with Clallam Transit three times per day on weekdays, with connections to Forks and Port Angeles.






Forks

[image: icon-phonegif]%360 / POP 3832

Forks, a small lumber town on US 101, was little more than a speck on the Washington state map when Stephenie Meyer set her now-famous vampire novel Twilight here in 2003. Meyer had never been to Forks when she created the ghoulish legacy with the first of what became a series of insanely popular young adult books. Since that time, Forks has seen an outlandish rise in tourism, the bulk of the visitors being vampire fans who are more than a little surprised to see Forks as it really is – chillingly ordinary (and wet).

For those who couldn’t care less about Twilight, Forks is actually a terrific spot to base yourself for forays into some of the Olympic National Park’s highlights: Hoh Rain Forest and the dramatic coastline around La Push.


1Sights & Activities


Bogachiel State ParkSTATE PARK

(map; www.parks.state.wa.us/478/Bogachiel; Hwy 101; [image: icon-familygif]c) [image: icon-sustainable]S[image: icon-free]F


Explore 123 acres of forested bliss in this state park along the Bogachiel River.





Timber MuseumMUSEUM

(map; www.forkstimbermuseum.org; US 101; adult/child $3/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Mon-Sat, 11am-4pm Sun Jun-Sep, 10am-4pm Mon-Sat, from 11am Sun Oct-May)


The Timber Museum commemorates the early settlers and loggers of the region. Included in the museum’s collection is a steam donkey (used to transport logs), pioneer farming implements and a fire-lookout tower.





Three Rivers ResortFISHING

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-374-5300; www.threeriversresortandguideservice.com; 7764 La Push Rd; 8hr tours for 1/2 people $295/350)


Eight miles west of Forks on Hwy 110, the lodge organizes fishing trips for steelhead and coho salmon on local rivers. Also rents surf and bodyboards for Pacific Coast adventures.





THE TWILIGHT ZONE

It would have been impossible to envisage back in the early 2000s: Forks, a depressed lumber town full of hard-nosed loggers, reborn as a pilgrimage site for millennials following two fictional sweethearts named Bella and Edward. The reason for this metamorphosis is the Twilight saga, a four-part book series by US author Stephenie Meyer about love and vampires on the foggy Olympic Peninsula. In the intervening years it has shifted well over 100 million books and spawned five Hollywood movies. With Forks acting as the book’s main setting, the town has been catapulted to international stardom – now Bud-slugging lumberjacks in dive bars are juxtaposed with romance-hungry 15-year-olds shopping for kitschy vampire paraphernalia (of which there is plenty). Economic reasons have so far ensured that relations between the two camps have remained cordial. Forks’ tourist numbers have reached the stratosphere since the 2008 release of the first Twilight movie, and the financial rewards in this isolated, boom-bust town have been felt by everyone.

The movies weren’t actually filmed in Forks: many locations were in Oregon, and some Forks High School scenes were shot in Portland. But vampire and werewolf fans can get into fantasy-Forks by picking up a handy map for a self-guided tour at the Chamber of Commerce.

The annual Forever Twilight Festival (www.forevertwilightinforks.com; [image: icon-hoursgif]hmid-Sep) takes place in September to coincide with the fictional Bella’s birthday and includes lots of craft making, community dining and other festivities (that may include scavenger hunts, live music and movies).






4Sleeping & Eating


Miller Tree InnB&B$$

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-374-6806; www.millertreeinn.com; 654 E Division St; r from $175; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


A note on the door from the Cullens (a vampire family in the Twilight series) tells you that they’re on vacation but the innkeepers will take care of you. While this 1916 farmhouse in a bucolic residential area has little in common with the modern home of the family in the films, it’s a lovely place to stay.





The In PlaceDINER$

(map; 320 S Forks Ave; mains $6-14; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-9pm)


With little else to choose from, you’ll probably have to settle for this mediocre but friendly home-style-cooking place on Hwy 101 opposite the Forks Motel. Breakfasts are huge and tasty, if not exactly heart-healthy; for lunch, settle into a well-worn booth for a sandwich, burger or serve-yourself salad and soup. Save the best for last – a slice of bumbleberry pie.







8Information

Stop at the Forks Chamber of Commerce ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-374-2531; www.forkswa.com; 1411 S Forks Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Mon-Sat, 11am-4pm Sun, to 4pm Mon-Sat, 11am-4pm Sun winter; [image: icon-wifigif]W) for maps, park information and self-guided Twilight tours, and for any other questions you might have about the region. Super-friendly and well run.




8Getting There & Away

Clallam Transit runs three buses on weekdays between Forks and Neah Bay (bus 16, 1¼ hours), and three between Forks and La Push (55 minutes). The Forks–Port Angeles bus (bus 14) runs eight times daily (four times on Saturday) and takes one hour and 20 minutes.

Buses south from Forks toward Lake Quinault (1½ hours) are operated by Jefferson Transit ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-385-4777, 800-371-0497; www.jeffersontransit.com; adult all-day fare 75¢) and run three to four times daily on weekdays.






La Push

[image: icon-phonegif]%360 / POP 750

La Push, 12 miles west of Forks on Hwy 110, is a small fishing village at the mouth of the Quillayute River and home of the Quileute tribe, some of the peninsula’s oldest inhabitants and (to many tribal people’s chagrin) the inspiration for the werewolves in the Twilight series. The Quileute people run commercial salmon fishing operations from their reservation, which includes La Push and its surrounds.


Beloved for its raw, untamed beaches, La Push is popular with surfers and sea kayakers, who love to ride the dramatic Pacific waves, especially in January, and whale-watchers in spring. Outside of this, the settlement is revered primarily for its remoteness and isolation (despite the Twilight hunters who continue to visit).


Quileute Oceanside ResortRESORT$$

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%800-487-1267; www.quileuteoceanside.com; 330 Ocean Front Dr; tent/RV sites $25/45, r & cabins $105-310; [image: icon-petgif]#)


Sitting above one of Washington’s most beautiful beaches, the tribe-owned-and-operated resort has accommodations ranging from basic A-frame cabins with sleeping-bag loft and toilet (no shower) to deluxe oceanfront cottages with stone fireplaces and Jacuzzi tubs. Somewhere in the middle are modern motel rooms in two buildings with balconies and kitchenettes.





River’s Edge RestaurantSEAFOOD$$

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-374-5777; 41 Main St; breakfast & lunch mains $6-11, dinner mains $8-25; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-8pm)


Stick to the freshly caught seafood here, and look out for barbecues in summer, when salmon is baked in the traditional Quileute way. The restaurant is famous for big windows that look out onto free ornithological shows, courtesy of the resident eagles and pelicans. Service can be slow, but that fits in with the spirit of sleepy La Push.





HIKING NEAR LA PUSH

At Rialto Beach, five miles west of the Mora Rd turnoff from Hwy 110, is the southern trailhead of a 20-mile coastal hike north to Cape Alava, near Ozette. If that’s a little ambitious, you can hike just 2 miles north along the beach to Hole-in-the-Wall, where tide pools offer a glimpse of coastal attractions.

Just south of La Push are the trailheads to rugged and beautiful Third Beach and Second Beach (1.4 miles and 0.8 miles, respectively), both within Olympic National Park. Third Beach is the starting point for a popular three-day beach hike to Oil City, 17 miles south, at the edge of the Hoh Indian Reservation.

To check weather conditions and permit requirements before setting out, call or stop in Port Angeles at the Olympic National Park info center.




8Getting There & Away

Clallam Transit ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-452-4511; www.clallamtransit.com; fares per person $1-10, day pass from $3) offers three daily buses between Forks and La Push (55 minutes).








Olympic Coastal Strip

Coast-lovers in the Pacific Northwest tend to head for Oregon, where the beaches are famously wide, windswept and accessible. Further north in Washington, the facilities gradually thin out until beyond Gray’s Harbor you’ll arrive at one of the most undisturbed slices of coastal wilderness in the US.

A few of these beaches are accessible by road, but many require a short to long hike, and this makes them all the more special. The easy-to-reach stretches of sand can get busy in summer, but otherwise expect lots of peace and quiet, evergreen-lined coasts, piles of giant drift logs on gray sands and bald eagles soaring overhead.


Kalaloch

Between May and September, advance reservations are required to stay at the designated campsites along the beach at Cape Alava and Sand Point. To make a reservation, contact the Wilderness Information Center or reserve online. In addition, campers must obtain a wilderness permit (available free at the Wilderness Information Center).


KalalochCAMPGROUND$

(map; www.recreation.gov/camping/campgrounds/232464; sites $22-44; [image: icon-hoursgif]hlate May-Sep)


On a bluff overlooking the Pacific, the 168 sites here (no RV hookups) offer a convenient yet busy base for exploring Olympic National Park.





Mora CampgroundCAMPGROUND$

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-374-5460; campsites from $20)


Along the Quillayute River, 2 miles east of Rialto Beach, Mora offers 95 regular sites. Guided nature walks depart from here in summer.





[image: icon-top-choice]oKalaloch LodgeHISTORIC HOTEL$$$

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-962-2271; www.thekalalochlodge.com; 157151 US 101, Kalaloch; r from $299; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#) [image: icon-sustainable]S


The Kalaloch (built in 1953) makes up for a relatively unassuming facade with a spectacular setting perched on a bluff overlooking the crashing Pacific. In addition to rooms in the old lodge, there are log cabins and motel-style units. The family-friendly Creekside Restaurant offers the best breakfasts on the coast and incomparable ocean views.





[image: icon-top-choice]oCreekside RestaurantAMERICAN$$

(map; www.thekalalochlodge.com; 157151 US-101, Kalaloch; breakfast dishes $6.50, mains $13-39; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-8pm Oct-Apr, 7am-9pm May-Sep)


With a view over the wild Pacific Ocean and the friendliest service imaginable, this place is worth the out-of-the-way drive. Order perfectly crafted pancakes, omelets and healthy smoothies at breakfast or burgers and simple but elegant mains like seared scallops or local Dungeness mac ’n’ cheese for lunch and dinner.





8Information

Kalaloch Ranger Station ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-962-2283; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm May-Oct) Ranger station for the Kalaloch area.


WORTH A TRIP

RUBY BEACH TO SOUTH BEACH DRIVE

This southernmost portion of the Olympic coastal strip, between the Hoh and Quinault Indian Reservations, is abutted by US 101, making it more accessible than the beaches further north. Your first stop here should be Ruby Beach (map), arguably the most scenic beach on the whole peninsula, where a short 0.2-mile path leads down to a large expanse of windswept sand embellished by polished black stones and wantonly strewn tree trunks.

Heading south toward Kalaloch (klay-lock), home to the excellent Creekside Restaurant, run by Kalaloch Lodge, other accessible beaches include unimaginatively named Beach Four through to Beach Six (Beaches One through Three are accessed from the road to La Push), all of which are popular with beachcombers. At low tide, rangers give talks on tide-pool life at Beach Four and on the ecosystems of the Olympic coastal strip.

For information about this area, contact the Kalaloch Ranger Station.








Ozette

Former home of the Makah tribe, whose ancient cliffside village was destroyed in a mudslide in the early 18th century before being unearthed in the 1970s, Ozette is more than just a well-excavated archaeological site. It is also one of the most accessible slices of isolated beach on the Olympic coastal strip.


Lake Ozette CampgroundCAMPGROUND$

(map; [image: icon-phonegif]%360-963-2725; www.nps.gov/olym/planyourvisit/camping.htm; campsites $20)


The 15 nonreservable sites fill every day before noon at this small campground on Lake Ozette, a popular playground for boats and kayaks. Pit toilets and potable water are available.





8Information

Lake Ozette Ranger Station ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-565-3130; Clallam Bay; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-4:30pm May 1-Sep 30) Ranger station for the Ozette area.








HIKING NEAR OZETTE

The Hoko–Ozette road leaves Hwy 112 about 3 miles west of Sekiu and proceeds 21 miles to Lake Ozette Ranger Station, on Lake Ozette. There is no village here but, from the ranger station, two boardwalk trails lead out to beaches at Cape Alava and Sand Point.

The 3.3-mile Cape Alava Trail leads north to the westernmost point of land in the continental US and is the site of the ancient Makah village, where archaeologists unearthed 55,000 artifacts, many of which are on display at the Makah Museum in Neah Bay. The southern Sand Point Trail from Lake Ozette Ranger Station leads 3 miles to beaches below a low bluff; whale-watchers often come here in the migration season.

The two shorter Ozette trails can easily be linked as a long day hike by walking the 3 miles between Cape Alava and Sand Point along the beach (beware of the tides) or overland (but note that the trail is brushy and primitive).

The high point of this hike is Wedding Rocks (map), the most significant group of petroglyphs on the Olympic Peninsula. Approximately a mile south of Cape Alava, the small outcropping contains carvings of whales, a European square-rigger and fertility figures. The site was traditionally used for Makah weddings and is still considered sacred.

The really hardcore can hike the 20 miles from Ozette to Rialto Beach near La Push. Note that this last hike is dependent on the tides and hikers often have to retreat into the wilderness, where there’s no trail. All hikes require paying the Olympic National Park entry fee.






WASHINGTON COAST

The stretch of Washington coast from the town of Ocean Shores (on the north side of Grays Harbor) down to Cape Disappointment at the mouth of the Columbia River is all expansive beaches, oyster farms and low-key small-town life. Much less wild and rugged than the coastline further north, this is the state’s mellow maritime playground, where the whole of Washington (and beyond) comes to surf, fish, fly kites, comb the beaches, shop for antiques and eat locally grown oysters.

Where the Chehalis River empties into Grays Harbor, the rough-edged town of Aberdeen provides a salty introduction to the region. At the south side of the harbor is the surfers’ haven of Westport, with its busy marina full of barking seals. And a short distance (but longish drive) further south is the adorably untamed weirdness of the Long Beach Peninsula, with its string of unpretentious beach towns.


Willapa Seaport MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-942-4149; www.willapaseaportmuseum.com; 310 Alder St, Raymond; suggested donation $5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Tue-Sat, closed Tue in winter)


This humble little museum holds a surprisingly compelling, well-arranged collection of memorabilia from the area’s maritime history. Small vignettes illuminate various industries such as shipbuilding, oyster-farming, commercial fishing and early logging. Learn about the tramp ships built by the inventor of the Ferris wheel, how the railroads brought lumber to the port during wartime, and of course, pirates! You can wander through the place on your own, but you’ll get more out of the docent’s tour if it’s offered.





Grays Harbor Area

Once home to the Chehalis tribe, Grays Harbor was first charted by non-native explorers in 1792 when American Robert Gray arrived in the bay, which acts as an estuary for the Chehalis River. Farming, fishing and fur trading were the staples of the settlers in the 1840s and ’50s, though these were quickly replaced by lumber in the 1880s.

With most of the mills now closed, Grays Harbor has become a sleepy backwater, although the area is doing its best to lure in tourists with a variety of charter-fishing and beachcombing activities, and the town of Westport has a reputation for good surfing.


8Getting There & Away

Grays Harbor Transit ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-532-2770, 800-562-9730; www.ghtransit.com; day pass $3) runs buses from Aberdeen Transit Center to Olympia (two hours, two to six daily), Lake Quinault (one hour, two daily), Ocean Shores (1½ hours, 10 daily), Westport (30 minutes, seven daily) and Centralia Amtrak station (1½ hours, one daily).

You can reach the Long Beach Peninsula with Pacific Transit System ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-642-9418; www.pacifictransit.org; day pass $1.50), but this requires several transfers (generally, Aberdeen to Raymond, Raymond to Astoria, then Astoria to Ilwaco, where you catch Line 20).




Ocean Shores

[image: icon-phonegif]%360 / POP 5927

Washington state’s most popular coastal resort is a manufactured beach haven known as Ocean Shores, constructed in the 1960s on a scenic stretch of shoreline that had been a cattle ranch for the previous 30 years. While the settlement boasts its fair share of clichéd resort activities, including golf, dune-buggy riding and gambling at the Quinault Beach Resort and Casino, the area is far from spoiled, with kite flying, canoeing (there are around 26 miles of interconnecting canals) and razor clamming (digging in the sand for razor clams) also enduringly popular.


1Sights & Activities


[image: icon-top-choice]oCoastal Interpretive CenterMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-289-4617; www.interpretivecenter.org; 1033 Catala Ave SE; by donation; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-4pm Apr-Sep, 11am-4pm Sat & Sun Oct-Mar; [image: icon-familygif]c)


This small but thorough museum draws kids and adults alike into hands-on displays about local animals and ecosystems, industries, cultures and treasures. Test your knowledge of coastal birds, pet a beaver pelt, and learn about the many careers of the shipwrecked SS Catala, among other things. Volunteer staff are a wealth of knowledge and enthusiasm. There’s a short nature trail with interpretive signs that starts from behind the building.





Electric Beach Bike RentalsCYCLING

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-593-7441; www.electricbeachbikerentals.com; 172 W Chance a La Mer NW; per hour $25; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm weather dependent)


Rent a beach-friendly fat-tire bicycle and explore Ocean Shores’ miles of sandy beach.





Ocean Shores Electric Boat CompanyBOATING

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-289-0487; www.oselectricboat.com; 952 Point Brown Ave SE; per hour $60)


Rent an electric boat (or a canoe or paddleboat) to ply the region’s 26 miles of canals.





OFF THE BEATEN TRACK

MOCLIPS TO COPALIS BEACH

This coastal strip south of the Quinault Indian Reservation is wild and forested, cut only by the small towns of Moclips, Pacific Beach, Seabrook and Copalis. Of these, surreal Seabrook, established in 2004 as a planned vacation hamlet, is the most noteworthy for its kind of creepy faux-Victorian homes and perfectly manicured community areas – it feels like something out of The Stepford Wives or The Truman Show. The surrounding area is perfect for forays into Olympic National Park and enjoying the beautiful hidden beaches.






zFestivals & Events


Razor Clam FestivalFOOD & DRINK

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-289-2451; www.osrazorclamfestival.org; 120 W Chance a la Mer NW; [image: icon-hoursgif]hmid-Mar)


Three-day extravaganza held at the Ocean Shores Convention Center, featuring live music, artisan vendor booths, clam cook-offs and all sorts of other clammy shenanigans.







4Sleeping & Eating


Collins Inn & Seaside ResortINN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-591-1130; www.collinsinn.com; 318 Marine View Dr SE; r $245, cottages $150-265; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Classy yet cozy, right on the beach and with friendly owners who go out of their way to ensure all their guests’ needs are met: it’s hard to do better than this. Rooms in the inn are for adults only (and no pets), but the family-friendly cottages sleep up to six and are pet-friendly.





Ocean Beach Roasters & BistroBREAKFAST$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-289-3100; 841 Point Brown Ave NW; mains $11-30; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-4pm Mon- Wed & Fri, to 8pm Thu & Sat; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


It sounds like a basic coffee shop, but this place has it all, from eggs Benedict to craft beer and local wine. Surprisingly, it works. The friendly owner roasts his own coffee, which goes down a treat with the housemade breakfasts, and there’s also a full lunch menu. The Amaretto bread pudding has been dubbed by locals as ‘the crack of Ocean Shores.’





Bennett’s Fish ShackSEAFOOD$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-289-2847; 2581 Westhaven Dr; clam chowder $4-6, mains $14-20; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10:30am-9pm Mon-Sat, 11am-9pm Sun)


This classic seafood fry-up place does it right. Everything from the clam strips to the cod and chips are fresh, crispy and not too greasy. The chowder is hearty and delicious; be warned, the ‘large’ bowl is enormous. Order at the counter or settle into the odd little bar, which looks like a building-within-a-building and has discordantly brisk service.







6Drinking & Nightlife


Elk Head Tap RoomPUB

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-289-8277; No 5, 739 Point Brown Ave NW; pints $5, growlers $12; [image: icon-hoursgif]h3-7pm Wed-Thu, noon-7pm Fri & Sat, noon-4pm Sun)


The kitchen is long gone, but this tiny, stylishly rustic taproom (complete with driftwood bar) serves little baskets of hot nuts to go with its substantial craft beers. The main brewery is in Buckley, Washington; this outpost can be tricky to find, hidden on the back side of a row of storefronts, but it’s well worth seeking out.







8Information

Ocean Shores Chamber of Commerce ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-289-2451; www.oceanshores.org; 114 E Chance a la Mer, Suite 100; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Mon-Fri) Ocean Shores’ helpful tourist-information center has lots of info and pamphlets.




8Getting There & Away

Grays Harbor Transit runs buses to Aberdeen, from where you can go further out to the beaches, up the Olympic Peninsula, and to Olympia and Centralia.






Aberdeen & Hoquiam

[image: icon-phonegif]%360 / POP 16,462

Olympic twins Aberdeen and Hoquiam (pop 8500) are effectively one city, and a fairly gritty one at that. But there’s a rousing history hidden behind the boarded-up shops and general air of decay. Much of it can be told through the life stories of the famous locals. Grunge fans know that Nirvana’s Kurt Cobain and Krist Novoselic grew up in Aberdeen; a self-guided walking tour gives you a good sense of what that must’ve been like, and how the town shaped their aesthetics. Former Denver Broncos quarterback John Elway spent his childhood in Hoquiam, and aviation pioneer William Boeing made his first inroad into big business by buying up extensive tracts of timberland around Grays Harbor.

These days, the city feels a bit left behind, but there are little surprises everywhere if you look: quirky public art on the sidewalks, fancy architectural details on worn buildings, and locals with stories to tell.


THE BIRTHPLACE OF GRUNGE

Aberdeen’s biggest star, the late Kurt Cobain, front man of the 1990s band Nirvana and the oft-dubbed father of grunge, wasn’t in a loving relationship with his hometown. He often criticized the logging outpost for being small-minded (among other things) and the tales from his youth, from dropping out of school to sleeping in cardboard boxes and becoming a janitor, do not speak of happy times. But today he can perhaps smile in his grave as everyone driving into Aberdeen is greeted with the sign ‘Welcome to Aberdeen: Come as You Are’ (a quote from the Nirvana song of the same title). The boy who once painted ‘queer’ on the sides of trucks to shake up the status quo ended up making more of a mark than anyone expected. Still, some locals joke that little has changed and the sign out of town should read ‘Leave as you were.’

You can build yourself a walking tour through various key sites in the Kurt Cobain story using the now-defunct Aberdeen History Museum’s website (www.aberdeen-museum.org/kurt.htm). Sites to see include a guitar statue dedicated to Cobain near the Young Street Bridge, where the artist used to hang out and drink Thunderbird with local homeless people; Seafirst Bank (now a Bank of America, 101 E Market St), where the singer was once arrested for vandalism; and Rosevear’s Music Center (110 E Wishkah St), where an uncle bought Cobain a guitar for his 14th birthday.




1Sights


Lady WashingtonHISTORIC SITE

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-532-8611, 800-200-5239; www.historicalseaport.org/ships/lady-washington; 500 N Custer St, Aberdeen; suggested donation for tours $5)


For some interesting local history, check out this full-scale replica of one of the ships piloted by Captain Robert Gray when he first sailed into Grays Harbor. The ship is open for tours when moored at Grays Harbor Historical Seaport (813 E Heron St, Aberdeen; charter sailing per hour from $450; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm), which you can also contact for sailing opportunities and/or anything else pertaining to the ship.







4Sleeping & Eating


A Harbor View InnB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-533-7996; www.aharborview.com; 111 W 11th St, Aberdeen; r from $129; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Aberdeen’s 1905 Victorian masterpiece has five clean, quirky rooms that blow everything else in town out of the water.





RedivivaNORTHWESTERN US$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-637-9259; www.redivivarestaurant.com; 118 E Wishkah St, Aberdeen; starters $7-13, mains $15-35; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4-11pm Tue-Sat, daily in summer) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Not the sort of restaurant you’d necessarily expect to find in Aberdeen, this elegant corner space features a changing menu of locally sourced and foraged ingredients in classic Pacific Northwest dishes like clam chowder, mussels in creamy bacon-Gorgonzola sauce and various raw local oysters, plus an extensive wine list heavy on Washington’s Columbia Valley.





Billy’s Bar & GrillPUB FOOD$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-533-7144; www.billysaberdeen.com; 322 E Heron St, Aberdeen; burgers $12-16; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-11pm Mon-Sat, to 9pm Sun)


Like nearly every two-story brick building in the Pacific Northwest, this beer-and-burger joint was once home to a bordello upstairs. It’s also supposedly haunted by notorious killer sailor Billy Gohl and/or his victims. Billy and the era are both commemorated at the handsome old saloon, which has a lovely and curvaceous old wooden bar, good burgers and regional craft beer.







6Drinking & Nightlife


Mac’s TavernBAR

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-533-3932; 210 E Heron St, Aberdeen; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-2am)


This rough-and-ready dive bar is where you’ll find salty old guys shooting pool, telling stories and drinking cans of cheap domestic beer at two in the afternoon. Not recommended for the shy or the peckish, as the food options are minimal and uninspiring, but it won’t leave you bored.







8Information

The twin towns’ Grays Harbor Chamber of Commerce ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-532-1924; www.graysharbor.org; 506 Duffy St, Aberdeen; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Mon-Fri) affords visitors a warm welcome. Pop by for free maps and plenty of informative leaflets.




8Getting There & Away

Grays Harbor Transit runs buses around Aberdeen, out to the beaches, up the Olympic Peninsula as far as Quinault, and inland to Olympia and Centralia. Fares range from $1.50 to $3. Pacific Transit System also runs buses around town and to the Long Beach Peninsula via Raymond and Astoria.






Westport

[image: icon-phonegif]%360 / POP 2051

Guarding the entrance to Grays Harbor, stormy Westport is famous for its deep-sea fishing, rugged surfing and isolated beachcombing possibilities. Once the largest whaling port on the west coast and the largest charter-fishing center in the Northwest, the town has suffered since restrictions were placed on salmon fishing in the last couple of decades. But the ever-popular chartered fishing trips and whale-watching expeditions are still on offer, along with new condos and golf courses.


If charter fishing sounds a bit ambitious, the marina and boardwalk are fun to stroll along; you can admire the Olympic peaks across the water, watch a blob of seals vie for position on one of the docks, or throw a crab pot into the water and fish for dinner.


1Sights


Grays Harbor LighthouseLANDMARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-268-0078; 1020 West Ocean Ave; $5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Thu-Mon Jun-Aug, noon-4pm Sat & Sun Sep-Nov, noon-4pm Fri-Sun Feb-May, closed Dec & Jan)


At 107ft it’s the tallest lighthouse in the state, although its setting in a clump of trees makes it less scenic than a classic promontory lighthouse. (Originally 400ft from the high-tide line, it’s now 3000ft inland.) Still, the view from the top is impressive. The original Fresnel lens has been retired (on-site), and the current light runs on a 35-watt bulb. To get here, head west on Ocean Ave from Hwy 105 through town.





Westport Maritime MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-268-0078; www.westportmaritimemuseum.com; 2201 Westhaven Dr; adult/child $5/3; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Thu-Mon Jun-Aug, noon-4pm Thu-Mon Sep-May)


This former Coast Guard station was built in 1939 and boasts some great period photos and artifacts of seafaring days gone by. A separate building houses the 6-ton, 18ft-high Fresnel lens, manufactured in France in 1888, that beamed for over 70 years from the lighthouse of Destruction Island, 50 miles north of Westport. Equally impressive is the glassed-in hall of whale skeletons, each with its own gripping story.







2Activities


Deep Sea ChartersFISHING

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-268-9300, 800-562-0151; www.deepseacharters.net; 2319 N Westhaven Dr; per person per day $145-340; [image: icon-hoursgif]hmid-Mar–mid-Oct)


Full-day charter trips for bottom fishing (rockfish and lingcod), salmon fishing and tuna fishing are all available with this reliable outfit. Prices depend on the number of people in the boat, the season and the type of fishing. Ask about package deals with lodging.







4Sleeping & Eating


[image: icon-top-choice]oLoge at the SandsHOTEL, HOSTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-268-0091; www.logecamps.com/westport-wa; 1416 S Montesano St; s/d from $115/120, dm from $45, tent sites from $40; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


This Insta-worthy surfers’ hangout is a combination hotel, hostel and super-chic campground, decked out in tiny lights and reclaimed wood. Choose from queen and king kitchenette rooms, dorms, covered campsites or primitive tent sites. Add to that an outdoor kitchen, firepits, seasonal cafe, cruiser bicycles to borrow, surfboard and wetsuit rentals, hot showers, laundry and some seriously chill vibes.





Glenacres Historic InnB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-268-0958; www.glenacresinn.com; 222 N Montesano St; d $100-152, cottages $110-215; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Westport’s contribution to the vintage B&B scene is this stately house with 10 acres of gardens, wild meadows, evergreen forests and lots of deer. Rooms in the historic house are charmingly creaky; the cottages afford more privacy. Breakfasts of yogurt, smoothies and Glenacres’ famous scones are available at the window-lit on-site cafe from June to mid-September.





Brady’s OystersSEAFOOD$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-268-0077, 800-572-3252; www.bradysoysters.com; 3714 Oyster Pl E, Aberdeen; oysters from $2 each; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm)


Stock your coolers with a sailor’s snack of delicious bivalve mollusks, plus razor clams, shrimp and live crabs, at this family-owned institution just a few miles south of Westport (though its address is Aberdeen). It’s nothing fancy, but, seriously, you won’t care.





Blackbeard’s BreweryPUB FOOD$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-268-7662; www.blackbeardsbrewing.com; 700 W Ocean Ave; pizzas $15-23; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-8:30pm Thu-Mon, to 9pm Fri & Sat)


Blackbeard’s offers a Seattle-worthy selection of craft beers, wine by the glass and hard cider, plus a housemade root beer for kids. The wood-fired pizzas are the best thing to eat in town and the ambience is small-town friendly. The outdoor seating is a boon in summer.







8Information

Westport-Grayland Chamber of Commerce & Visitor Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-268-9422; www.westportgrayland-chamber.org; 2985 S Montesano St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Mon-Fri, 10am-3pm Sat & Sun) Located at the turnoff from Hwy 105.




8Getting There & Away

The summer-only passenger ferry that once connected Westport and Ocean Shores stopped service in 2008, though there’s talk of reviving it eventually. Most people get to Westport by car, but Grays Harbor Transit bus 70 runs a few times daily to and from Aberdeen transit center, from where you can make other connections.








Long Beach Peninsula

The name’s hardly original, but of the half-dozen or so Long Beaches in the US, the Washington version – a 28-mile-long sand spit that lies directly north of the Columbia River estuary – is the longest. (Less believable is its claim to be the world’s longest beach.) It invites long leisurely strolls and kite flying, especially on a sunny day, even if you’ll have to share the sand with cars and trucks (motorists are allowed to drive on Washington beaches).

The towns along the peninsula are classic seaside settlements; Long Beach and Seaview blur together to form the main commercial zone, with amusement arcades, cheap motels and trinket shops along Hwy 103, while adorable Oysterville and Nahcotta stretch further north and Ilwaco hugs the water north of Cape Disappointment, with its hiking trails and scenic lighthouses.


8Getting There & Away

Pacific Transit System goes from Aberdeen to Raymond, Raymond to Astoria, then Astoria to Ilwaco, where you can catch Line 20 up the peninsula.




Oysterville & Nahcotta

[image: icon-phonegif]%360 / POP 8

Historic Oysterville is a tiny settlement of well-preserved Victorian homes that stands largely unchanged since its heyday in the 1870s, when the oyster boom was at its peak. Pick up a map with descriptions of each house at the church (or online at www.oysterville.org/walking-tour) and leisurely stroll the loop, noting the fine architectural details on each building as you go. (These are private homes, however, so be respectful.) Park in the Oysterville School lot to start your tour.

North of Oysterville, Leadbetter Point State Park occupies the northern tip of the peninsula, while the cluster of buildings that is Nahcotta lies just to the south.


1Sights


Leadbetter Point State Park Natural AreaPARK

(www.parks.state.wa.us/537/leadbetter-point; Stackpole Rd, Oysterville; Discover Pass required; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6:30am-dusk)


This 807-acre natural area, 3 miles north of Oysterville, is a kind of buffer between the straggling developments of Long Beach Peninsula and a section of the Willapa National Wildlife Refuge on the northernmost tip of the peninsula. There are four trails ranging from 1.1 miles to 2.9 miles leading along the bayside wetlands or the coastal dune forest, or out to the wild ocean beach. It’s a prime spot for watching shorebirds, including adorable (and threatened) snowy plover chicks (March to September).





Oysterville ChurchCHURCH

(www.oysterville.org/church; cnr Clay St & Territory Rd, Oysterville)


Picture-perfect old church dating from 1892. Pick up a walking-tour brochure here during the summer months.





Big Red HouseHISTORIC BUILDING

(cnr Division St & Territory Rd, Oysterville)


This beautiful red house (built 1871) was the original home of Oysterville cofounder RH Espy. It’s now a private residence.







5Eating


Bailey’s Bakery & CaféBAKERY, CAFE$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-665-4449; www.baileysbakerycafe.com; 26910 Sandridge Rd, Nahcotta; snacks from $3; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-3pm Wed-Sun)


Sharing digs with Nahcotta post office, this small nook serves espresso from Astoria, OR, sandwiches on freshly baked bread, and, on Sundays, the lauded ‘thunder buns’: currants, pecans, honey-butter glaze and a whole lot of bun.







8Getting There & Away

Pacific Transit System bus 20 runs every hour to/from Long Beach. The all-day fare is $3.






Long Beach & Seaview

[image: icon-phonegif]%360 / POP 1413

The town of Long Beach blends seamlessly into much smaller Seaview to compose the major population center on the peninsula. Both towns began as beach resorts in the late 1880s. A few old inns from this era have been beautifully restored, though the modern strip on Hwy 103 (aka Pacific Way) is lined with T-shirt shops, middlebrow boutiques and bumper-car arenas. To the west, the beach is separated from the town by a wide swath of dunes and dwarf pines and remains pretty wild, especially along the 8.2-mile Lewis & Clark Discovery Trail.

Long Beach is packed in August during the Washington State International Kite Festival.


LEWIS & CLARK DISCOVERY TRAIL

For American-history buffs, Long Beach and the adjacent hulk of Cape Disappointment are hallowed ground. In November 1805, William Clark of the Discovery Corps arrived here looking for his first close-up glimpse of the Pacific Ocean. One year after leaving St Louis, MO, on a journey to map and explore the barely known continent, Clark, along with fellow explorer Meriwether Lewis and three dozen others, had finally staggered into a sheltered cove on the Columbia River 2 miles west of the present-day Astoria Bridge and christened it ‘Station Camp.’

Adamant that they could find a better winter bivouac, Clark and several companions continued the hike west to Long Beach Peninsula, coming to a halt near present-day 26th St, where Clark dipped his toe in the Pacific and carved his name on a cedar tree for posterity. The route of this historic three-day trudge has been recreated in the mostly paved Discovery Trail, which runs from the small town of Ilwaco near the mouth of the Columbia River to Clark’s 26th St turnaround. Officially inaugurated in 2009, the trail has incorporated some dramatic life-size sculptures along its 8.2-mile length. One depicts a giant gray-whale skeleton, another recalls Clark’s recorded sighting of a washed-up sea sturgeon, while a third recreates in bronze the original cedar tree (long since uprooted by a Pacific storm). There are several access points along the trail, most of which require a Discover Pass to park. Get a map online at www.funbeach.com or from the Long Beach visitors bureau.




1Sights


Marsh’s Free MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-642-2188; www.marshsfreemuseum.com; 409 Pacific Ave S, Long Beach; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-8pm Mon-Thu, to 9pm Fri & Sat, to 7pm Sun) [image: icon-free]F


Half souvenir shop and half sideshow, the ‘museum’ features Weekly World News stars like Jake the Alligator Boy (a wonder of taxidermy that appears to be half-alligator, half-human and now nearly fossilized with age), an Amazon shrunken head and a one-eyed lamb. If you love kitsch, don’t miss this place. Bring change for the antique circus peep-show machines.





World Kite Museum & Hall of FameMUSEUM

(303 Sid Snyder Dr, Long Beach; adult/child $5/3; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-5pm, closed Wed & Thu mid-Sep–mid-Jun)


If you think a museum devoted to the history and artistry of kites might be a bore, think again. Kites have been used for scientific research, aerial photography, mail delivery and reconnaissance – as well as for amusement – for centuries. The whole story’s here, along with the largest, smallest and wackiest kites.





BEACH ACCESS

Primary beach access points in Long Beach are off 10th St SW and Bolstad Ave; a 0.25-mile boardwalk links the two entryways. In Seaview, take 38th Pl, just south of Hwy 101. Cars and trucks aren’t allowed on these busy beaches in summer, but the beach north of Bolstad Ave to Ocean Park is open to vehicles year-round.

Note that surf swimming here is dangerous due to strong waves and quickly changing tides.






2Activities

Several Long Beach outfitters offer horseback-riding tours (solo riding is discouraged); try Long Beach Horse Rides ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-642-2576; 409 SW Sid Snyder Dr; beach rides per hour from $30). Biking along the boardwalk is another fun activity, with rentals around town from around $5 per hour.




zFestivals & Events


Washington State International Kite FestivalCULTURAL

(www.kitefestival.com; [image: icon-hoursgif]h3rd week Aug)


Thousands of people descend on Long Beach for the Washington State International Kite Festival, billed as the largest such event in the western hemisphere. Festival-goers seek to gain new world records: the greatest number of kites in flight at one time, the largest kite flown, the longest time aloft and so on.







4Sleeping


Boardwalk CottagesCOTTAGE$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-642-2305; www.boardwalkcottages.com; 800 Ocean Beach Blvd, Long Beach; cottages from $94; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


These immaculate, nautical-chic cottages are right in town yet off the main drag and very close to the beach. They are quite close together, but once you’re inside they feel private. Some include basic cooking facilities, while others have more complete kitchens. Don’t miss the owner’s complimentary, freshly baked scones in the morning. Seasonal specials apply.





Our Place at the BeachMOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-538-5107; www.ourplacelongbeach.weebly.com; 1309 Ocean Beach Blvd, Long Beach; r from $69; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Nothing fancy, but keen to please, this smallish motel offers good beach access (five minutes’ walk through the dunes), a small gym, two hot tubs and comfortable if dated rooms. It’s an easy walk to all of Long Beach’s downtown facilities.





[image: icon-top-choice]oShelburne HotelHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-642-2442; www.theshelburneinn.com; 4415 Pacific Way, Seaview; r $90-160, ste $219; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


A beloved, enduring Washington classic recently spiffed up under new ownership, the Shelburne offers 15 elegant, personality-filled rooms that have been updated to better show off the building’s architectural details. Think period antiques, stained glass and clawfoot tubs; attic rooms are charmingly wonky-shaped, and some of the rooms have balconies. The restaurant on-site is one of the peninsula’s best.







5Eating


Pickled FishSEAFOOD$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-642-2344; www.pickledfishrestaurant.com; 409 Sid Snyder Dr, Long Beach; mains $12-30; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-10pm Mon-Thu, to 11pm Fri-Sun) [image: icon-sustainable]S


On top of the Adrift Hotel, this sleek new restaurant-bar feels fancy without being pretentious. Try the spicy fisherman’s stew or a wood-fired pizza. Breakfast options include decadent Dungeness crab Benedict, wild mushroom hash (in season) and a sweet Dutch baby pancake. Ingredients are locally sourced whenever possible. There’s live music every night. And yes, they have pickled fish.





Shelburne Hotel Pub & Dining RoomNORTHWESTERN US$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-642-4150; www.shelburnehotelwa.com/eatdrink; 4415 Pacific Way, Seaview; pub mains $9-19, dining room mains $24-36; [image: icon-hoursgif]hpub noon-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat, dining room 5-9pm Fri & Sat)


Newly redesigned, the Shelburne has a formal dining room (open weekends only) and a more casual pub, both of which showcase inventive Northwest cuisine. The dining room menu features hearty mains like seafood stew, fresh fish, roast chicken and pork tenderloin; reservations are recommended. The pub side is equally beautiful, with less elaborate meals, shuffleboard and a pool table.





42nd Street CafeAMERICAN, FUSION$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-642-2323; 4201 Pacific Hwy, Seaview; dinner mains $18-28; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-1pm & 4:30pm-close) [image: icon-sustainable]S


The menu is small, but there’s something for everyone here, from great burgers to grilled salmon and bouillabaisse. Classy country-style decor, an extensive wine and cocktail menu, and service that makes you feel like a local by meal’s end make this one of this area’s coziest dining experiences. All ingredients are locally sourced.





DepotNORTHWESTERN US$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-642-7880; www.depotrestaurantdining.com; 1208 38th Pl, Seaview; small plates $12-19, mains $25-42; [image: icon-hoursgif]hfrom 5pm)


Ask anyone where to eat on the Long Beach Peninsula and they will point you here. The cute, narrow restaurant inhabits the historic Seaview train depot, originally built in 1888 (though the current building dates from 1905), and the menu is part ‘land food’ (think: wild boar–stuffed quail), part seafood: Dungeness crab mac, inventive takes on prawns, clams and oysters.







6Drinking & Nightlife


Abbracci Coffee BarCOFFEE

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-777-3337; 408 Pacific Ave 1, Long Beach; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7:30am-4pm Mon, 8am-2pm Tue, 8am-4pm Thu-Sun)


A very pretty little espresso bar on Long Beach’s main drag, with good coffee and elaborate specialty drinks (pistachio spiced latte, anyone?), plus a really friendly new owner and plenty of space to work if you need it.





Long Beach TavernPUB

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-642-3235; www.longbeachtavern.com; 305 Pacific Ave S, Long Beach; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-2am)


This comfy locals’ hangout has a bunch of pool tables, cute sayings scrawled on the walls (‘We’re all here because we’re not all there’) and much better burgers ($7 to $12) than you might expect. The seafood chowder and ‘the Norwegian,’ an alfredo-sauce pizza with crab, lobster, shrimp and artichoke, are also recommended. The kitchen closes at midnight, and there’s free pool on Sundays.







8Information

Long Beach Peninsula Visitors Bureau (www.funbeach.com; cnr US 101 & Pacific Hwy, Seaview; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Mon-Sat, 10am-4pm Sun) Can help you get reservations for the area’s motels and lodgings. Its website is an excellent information portal on the whole peninsula.




8Getting There & Away

Pacific Transit System runs buses throughout Pacific County, from Aberdeen to towns along the Long Beach Peninsula via South Bend and Raymond, and as far south as Astoria, OR. A day pass costs $3. Bus 20 runs approximately once an hour between Ilwaco and Oysterville from around 6am to 7pm weekdays (40 minutes), less often on Saturday and not at all on Sunday. Bus 24 connects Ilwaco with Astoria (30 minutes, Monday to Friday only).






Ilwaco

[image: icon-phonegif]%360 / POP 945

Blink-and-you’ll-miss-it Ilwaco is known for its port, crammed with fishing boats bringing in salmon, Dungeness crab, albacore tuna and other treats from the Pacific. What passes for downtown is a collection of wooden cabin-style homes overlooking an appealing harbor. The early growth of the salmon-canning industry here was aided by the development of salmon traps, a method of catching the fish that was made illegal in the 1930s.

Unlike the rest of the Long Beach Peninsula, Ilwaco is hemmed in by rocky hills. West of town, on a rugged promontory above the mouth of the Columbia River in Cape Disappointment State Park, are the remains of Fort Canby, a Civil War–era bulwark designed to protect river shipping from Confederate interference. The hiking-biking Discovery Trail terminates here.


1Sights & Activities

Ilwaco has plenty of charter-fishing options, with expeditions sallying forth in search of salmon, sturgeon, halibut or bottom fish, depending on the season. Try Sea Breeze Charters ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-642-2300; www.seabreezecharters.net; Ilwaco Harbor; trips per person $135-350; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMay-Sep) for some of the best-organized trips. The office is right on the harbor front.


[image: icon-top-choice]oCape Disappointment State ParkSTATE PARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-642-3078; www.parks.state.wa.us/486/cape-disappointment; Hwy 100; Discover Pass required; [image: icon-hoursgif]hdawn-dusk)


Cape Disappointment State Park (2 miles southwest of Ilwaco) is home to wild beaches, sea-smashed cliffs, the remains of Fort Canby and 8 miles of forested hiking trails that take in its two towering lighthouses. Lewis and Clark camped near here in November 1805 while searching for a winter camp. Their whole cross-continental journey is faithfully recounted at the fantastic Lewis & Clark Interpretive Center.





Cape Disappointment LighthouseLIGHTHOUSE

From the Lewis & Clark Interpretive Center, a hiking trail leads half a mile to Cape Disappointment Lighthouse. Built in 1856, it’s the oldest such structure still in use on the West Coast.




North Head LighthouseLIGHTHOUSE

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-642-3029; www.northheadlighthouse.com; tours $2.50; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm May-Sep)


The more scenic of Cape Disappointment’s two lighthouses, this 1898 beauty is found at the end of a short trail with views out to sea.





Lewis & Clark Interpretive CenterMUSEUM

(www.capedisappointment.org/lewis-clark-interpretive-center; Hwy 100; adult/child $5/2.50; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Wed-Sun Oct-Mar, daily Apr-Sep)


A state-of-the-art museum tracing the journey of Lewis and Clark, the center has a fittingly dramatic location on a high bluff overlooking the point where the Columbia River meets the Pacific.





Columbia Pacific Heritage MuseumMUSEUM

(www.columbiapacificheritagemuseum.org; 115 Lake St E; adult/child $5/2.50, Thu free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Tue-Sat)


Investigating ancient Chinook culture, along with the journeys and trade of successive Spanish, Russian, British and American explorers, is this fine museum. It also features the Old Ilwaco, a restored narrow-gauge passenger train also known as the Nahcotta, that ran along the peninsula railway.







4Sleeping & Eating


Cape Disappointment State Park CampgroundCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-642-3078; www.parks.state.wa.us; Hwy 100; tent sites $27-37, RV sites $35-50, yurts & cabins from $69)


The campground has nearly 250 sites in two zones: by the beach and around a lake near the park entrance. Coin-operated hot showers and flush toilets are within easy reach. Yurts and cabins (each can accommodate up to six) are also available.





Inn at Harbor VillageHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-642-0087; www.innatharborvillage.com; 120 Williams Ave NE; r $109-199; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


One of Washington’s most improbable and creative accommodations is this gorgeously refurbished 1928 Presbyterian church, with sloped ceilings and nine exquisite rooms. The parlor has an old grandfather clock, plus you can enjoy the delights of a complimentary breakfast and wine. The inn is set in woodland, an easy walk from Ilwaco port.





Salt Hotel & PubHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-642-7258; www.salt-hotel.com; 147 Howerton Way; r $85-155; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


This newly renovated hotel overlooking the harbor has stripped-down, modern rooms and a comfortable restaurant-pub on-site. Simply furnished queen rooms come either with or without a view, and there are bunk rooms available that sleep up to four adults. The pub is open for lunch and dinner Thursday to Monday.





[image: icon-top-choice]oOleBob’s Seafood MarketSEAFOOD$$

(www.olebobs.com; 151 Howerton Way; mains $8-15; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-6pm Thu-Mon; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


Overlooking the marina, this salt-of-the-sea fish market and cafe serves up fresh-off-the-boat fish-and-chips, baked oysters, clam chowder, crab cakes and whole Dungeness crab dinners.







8Getting There & Away

Pacific Transit (www.pacifictransit.org) bus 20 runs a dozen times per day and connects Ilwaco with the rest of the peninsula. Day passes cost $1.50.








Vancouver

[image: icon-phonegif]%360 / POP 175,673

Poor old Vancouver. It’s either getting confused with its more glamorous Canadian namesake to the north, or dismissed as Portland’s ugly cousin. But as is often the case with second-tier cities, Vancouver’s lack of star power is part of its charm. Few travelers go out of their way to visit, but those who do may be in for a pleasant surprise. Aside from a talent for self-deprecation, Vancouver, WA, offers pioneer history, a growing list of worth-the-trip restaurants and brewpubs, a weekend farmers market and the oldest surviving fort in the Pacific Northwest. Recently, a plan to redesign the waterfront area has created a still-evolving public space with restaurants, walking paths and river views. The city is still a bit of a diamond-in-the-rough, but it’s becoming increasingly polished.


1Sights


[image: icon-top-choice]oVancouver National Historic ReserveHISTORIC SITE

(www.clark.wa.gov/community-planning/vancouver-national-historic-reserve; 750 Anderson St)


Situated within easy walking distance of the city center is Vancouver’s most important historical monument, and also one of the most important statewide. The Historic Reserve is a large complex that comprises an archaeological site, the region’s first military post, a waterfront trail and one of the nation’s oldest operating airfields, but the highlight is the reconstructed Fort Vancouver Historic Site. Start at the visitor center – with a small museum and a fascinating video on the Lewis and Clark expedition.





Fort Vancouver Historic SiteFORT

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-816-6230; www.nps.gov/fova; 1501 E Evergreen Blvd; adult/child $5/3; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Tue-Sat)


At this reconstructed fort, park rangers and actors in period costume skillfully summon the era from 1825 to 1845, when it served as headquarters of the British Hudson’s Bay Company’s western fur-trade operations. Company employees and their families lived in the adjoining village, making Vancouver a thriving and commercially important town. (The original fort burned down in 1866; the reconstruction is based on archaeological research.) As historical presentations go, it’s one of the most entertaining and educational in the state.





Clark County Historical MuseumMUSEUM

(www.cchmuseum.org; 1511 Main St; adult/child $5/3; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-4pm Tue-Sat)


This small, vibrant museum mounts various exhibitions on Vancouver life, culture and history. It’s also home to the Brautigan Library, a collection of 400 unpublished manuscripts inspired by author Richard Brautigan’s 1971 novel The Abortion and the subject of a great episode of This American Life.





Pearson Air MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-816-6232; www.nps.gov/fova/learn/historyculture/pearson.htm; 1115 E 5th St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Tue-Sat) [image: icon-free]F


This museum is devoted to the colorful history of Northwest aviation. A number of historic planes are on display in the main hangar, surrounded by exhibits on the golden age of flight.







2Activities


Waterfront Renaissance TrailWALKING, CYCLING

(115 SE Columbia Way)


This easy, 5-mile waterfront trail connects to the land bridge over Hwy 14 that leads to Fort Vancouver. It parallels the Columbia River from Esther Short Park to Wintler Park and is popular with walkers, joggers and cyclists; it’s illuminated at night and makes for a pretty sunset stroll.





Maryhill Vancouver Tasting RoomWINE

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-450-6211; www.maryhillwinery.com; 801 Waterfront Way; tastings $15; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm Mon-Thu, 11am-10pm Fri & Sat, 11am-8pm Sun)


Washington’s highly regarded Maryhill Winery has a new satellite tasting room in Vancouver’s evolving Waterfront Park, with a gorgeous wooden bar and a full kitchen. Nab a seat on the patio in nice weather, for views of the Columbia River and Mt Hood. Live music on weekends.







4Sleeping


Briar Rose InnB&B$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-694-5710; www.briarroseinn.com; 310 W 11th St; r from $95; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


A 1908 Craftsman-style home turned B&B with antique-laden rooms, the Briar Rose has a great location right downtown, and it’s adorable. Note that two of the four rooms share a bathroom; the other two have private baths.





Heathman LodgeHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-254-3100; www.heathmanlodge.com; 7801 NE Greenwood Dr; r from $175; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s)


Calling yourself a rustic lodge when you’re slap-bang in the middle of a metro area and next to a freeway might seem cheeky to some, but this place carries the moniker with an eye-catching lobby, beyond-the-call-of-duty service, sleep-invoking mattresses and several notebooks’ worth of thoughtful extras. The on-site restaurant, Hudson’s, is highly regarded.







5Eating


Little ConejoMEXICAN$

(www.littleconejo.com; 114 W 6th St; tacos $3-4.50; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm Tue-Thu, 11am-10pm Fri & Sat, 10am-2pm Sun)


This bright and airy corner restaurant serves street tacos with intensely flavorful fillings, like choriqueso (chorizo and cheese), lengua (beef tongue) and lamb barbacoa, in tortillas made daily by hand. If you’re thirsty, there are margaritas, flights of agave, and 80 different types of mezcal to try.





Farmers MarketMARKET$

(www.vancouverfarmersmarket.com; cnr W 8th & Esther Sts, Esther Short Park; snacks from $2; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-3pm Sat, 10am-3pm Sun Mar-Oct)


One of the best and cheapest places to eat in Vancouver is at this weekend farmers market in and around Esther Short Park. Vendors from surrounding farms offer prepared foods of all kinds as well as groceries and treats to take home. Look for gyros, fresh-squeezed juice, baked goods, homemade tamales, fresh doughnuts and teriyaki, among others.





Eatery at the Grant HouseAMERICAN$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-906-1101; www.eateryatthegranthouse.com; 1101 Officers Row; lunch mains $14-18, dinner mains $24-34; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm Tue-Fri, 10am-9pm Sat, 10am-3pm Sun)


Choose to dine on the garden patio or in the bright window-enclosed veranda of this lovely heritage building. The dinner menu consists of hearty mains like roasted chicken, hanger steak, pork chops and cassoulet. Check the website for themed menus each month. While there, ask the staff to show you the exposed logs of the original log-cabin structure.







6Drinking & Nightlife


[image: icon-top-choice]oLoowit Brewing CompanyCRAFT BEER

(www.loowitbrewing.com; 507 Columbia St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-10pm Sun-Thu, 11am-11pm Fri & Sat; [image: icon-petgif]#)


This locally beloved brewery’s taproom is an especially great hangout on a sunny day when the pup-friendly patio beckons. There are around 20 beers on tap, usually including the signature Loowit Lager, several IPAs and limited-edition seasonal brews. Settle in for a flight of tasters and a burger or pretzel, then play some darts or video games in the back.





Doomsday Brewing Safe HouseMICROBREWERY

(www.doomsdaybrewing.com; 1919 Main St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4-10pm Mon-Wed, 4-11pm Thu, 2-11pm Fri, noon-11pm Sat, noon-8pm Sun)


Decked out like a postapocalyptic zombie-safe bunker, this little brewpub is a fun hangout, with a couple of pinball machines, board games, end-times art everywhere, a large back patio and a wide range of its own craft brews on tap, plus a couple of guest beers and ciders. Several specialty pizzas are available.





Shanahan’sPUB

(www.shanahanspubvancouver.com; 209 W McLoughlin Blvd; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-2am Mon-Fri, 9am-2am Sat & Sun)


This enormous pub is a popular and lively local spot. There’s a bunch of pool tables in a back room, a huge happy-hour menu of better-than-average bar snacks, and a large (smoke-friendly) outdoor seating area. Across the patio is the adjoining Infirmary, a classy cigar bar with an excellent whiskey selection including several rarities.







8Information

Fort Vancouver Visitor Information Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-816-6230, 877-600-0800; 1501 E Evergreen Blvd; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Tue-Sat summer, to 4pm winter) The town’s tourist information center is inside the Fort Vancouver grounds and has exhibits as well as information.




8Getting There & Away


BUS

Three Greyhound buses per day stop in Vancouver on their way between Portland and Seattle. TriMet Transit ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-238-7433; www.trimet.org; [image: icon-hoursgif]hcustomer service 7:30am-5:30pm) offers frequent bus and light-rail service between downtown Portland and the Delta Park light-rail station, where you can catch C-TRAN bus 60 to Vancouver’s 7th St transit center.




TRAIN

Amtrak (www.amtrak.com) runs a coastal service with stops in Seattle and Portland.

Amtrak’s Empire Builder stops in Vancouver before heading west to Pasco, Spokane and, ultimately, Chicago, IL.
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Washington Cascades

[image: 17-wash-cascades-loc-pnw8-jpg]



Why Go?

Grafted onto one of the more temperamental segments of the Pacific Ring of Fire, the Washington Cascades are a rugged, spectacular mountain range capped by five potentially lethal volcanoes: Mt Baker, Glacier Peak, Mt Rainier, Mt Adams and – fieriest of all – Mt St Helens.

Renowned for their world record–breaking precipitation and copious crevasse-covered glaciers, the highest Cascade peaks are vast stand-alone mountains that dominate almost every vista in the western state and create scrubby, almost desert-like conditions further east.

Protected within a string of overlapping wilderness areas and national parks, the mountains offer some of the most awe-inspiring backcountry adventures in the US, if you don’t mind bedding down in a tent and liberally dousing yourself in bug repellent. For the less outdoor-attuned, rarefied Cascadian beauty can be glimpsed through the windows of cars, buses and trains, or enjoyed in a handful of classic ‘parkitecture’ lodges.




When to Go

[image: mt-rainier-np-cc.jpg]

	Dec & Jan Cascade ski areas get big dumpings of snow.

	Feb The month for the Mt Baker Legendary Banked Slalom snowboarding extravaganza.

	Jul–early Oct Higher elevations are snow free from early July for a short, intense hiking season.







Best Places to Eat

A Sorrento’s Ristorante

A Arrowleaf Bistro

A Graham’s

A Copper Creek Inn

A Cinnamon Twisp




Best Places to Stay

A Sun Mountain Lodge

A Ross Lake Resort

A Paradise Inn

A Riverwalk Inn

A Freestone Inn






Washington Cascades Highlights

[image: 17-wash-cascades-ch-pnw8-jpg]

1 Mt Rainier Tackling the trails of this majestic peak, equally gorgeous on a clear day or encircled by its signature lenticular clouds.

2 Lake Chelan Taking the ferry from the wine town of Chelan to the secluded village of Stehekin across the magically blue lake.

3 Methow Valley Breaking trail with a pair of cross-country skis in this sunny, snowy valley.

4 Mt St Helens Watching new life tentatively re-emerge from a still-scarred landscape.

5 Mt Baker Ski Area Following in the tracks of snowboarding legends.

6 Mt Adams Looking for UFOs from your campsite next to this soaring white peak.




NORTH CASCADES

Dominated by Mt Baker and – to a lesser extent – the more remote Glacier Peak, the North Cascades region is made up of a huge swath of protected forests, parks and wilderness areas that dwarf even the expansive Rainier and St Helens parks to the south. The crème de la crème is the North Cascades National Park, a primeval stash of old-growth rainforest, groaning glaciers and untainted ecosystems whose savage beauty goes unexplored by all but 2500 or so annual visitors who penetrate its rainy interior. Dotting this rugged landscape are a tiny handful of small towns, many of which are not much more than a gas station, a cafe and a general store.


8Getting There & Away

Hwy 20, the only road across the North Cascades, closes yearly between Marblemount and Mazama due to heavy winter snowfalls. As a rule, the road is blocked from late November to early or mid-April, though unseasonal snow has sometimes kept it closed until June. Call [image: icon-phonegif]%888-766-4636 or visit www.wsdot.com/traffic/passes for road conditions.




Mt Baker Area

[image: icon-phonegif]%360

Of all Washington’s snowcapped volcanoes, Baker is possibly the most majestic, towering over the US–Canada border and clearly visible from nearly everywhere between Vancouver, BC, and Seattle. Legendary today among snowboarders and hikers, Baker has been revered by the indigenous people of Puget Sound for millennia. The Coast Salish called it Koma Kulshan (White Sentinel), while the mountain’s modern name comes from Captain George Vancouver’s third lieutenant, Joseph Baker, who was allegedly the first European to spot it, in 1792. Though over 3000ft lower than Mt Rainier, Baker is more volcanically active and snowier; the mountain holds the world record for snow in a single season (1140in in 1998–99).

Baker was first ascended in 1868, by Englishman Edmund Coleman. The modern route, though more straightforward than the route to Rainier’s summit, requires travel across one of the mountain’s 10 permanent glaciers. Several organizations provide guided trips.


CLIMBING MT BAKER

The two principal routes up Mt Baker ascend Coleman Glacier, on the northwestern side of the mountain, and Easton Glacier, on the southern side. Both require two to three days, with a night spent camping at the base of the glacier. Technical equipment is highly recommended. The northern ascent begins at the Heliotrope Ridge trailhead and continues across Coleman and Roosevelt Glaciers for a final steep and icy climb up the North Ridge to the summit. Novice climbers should consider classes and guided climbs. Contact the American Alpine Institute in Bellingham, which offers general training programs, along with guided climbs up Mt Baker.




2Activities


[image: icon-top-choice]oMt Baker Scenic BywaySCENIC DRIVE

The 57-mile drive east along Hwy 542 from metropolitan Bellingham to the other-worldly Artist Point through moss-draped forests and past melodious creeks is one of the Northwest’s most magic-invoking drives. Keep in mind that snow blocks the road beyond Heather Meadows/Picture Lake until July.




Mt Baker Ski AreaSKIING

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-734-6771; www.mtbaker.us; lift tickets adult/child $61/38)


Receiving more annual snow than any other ski area in North America, the Mt Baker Ski Area has 38 runs and 10 lifts and is spread across two mountains. The resort has gained something of a cult status among snowboarders, who have been coming here for the Legendary Banked Slalom since 1985.





HIKING AROUND MT BAKER

While Mt Baker offers plenty of advanced hikes for experienced walkers, there are also a few easier options that leave from the Artist Point parking lot and are manageable for families. The parking lot is at the end of the Mt Baker Hwy (Hwy 542); you can reach it by mid-June or early July most years. (In winter the road is only plowed as far as Heather Meadows.) Particularly early in the season, check with the Mt Baker Ranger Station for road and trail conditions before setting out.

The interpretive Artist Ridge Trail is an easy 1-mile loop through heather and berry fields with the craggy peaks of Mt Baker and Mt Shuksan scowling in the background. Another option is the 0.5-mile Fire & Ice Trail, adjacent to the Heather Meadows Visitor Center, which explores a valley punctuated by undersized mountain hemlock. The 7.5-mile Chain Lakes Loop starts at the Artist Point parking lot before dropping down to pass a half-dozen icy lakes surrounded by huckleberry meadows.

Many of Mt Baker’s best trails start lower down on Hwy 542 from a series of unpaved forest roads. The 7.4-mile out-and-back Heliotrope Ridge Trail begins 8 miles south on unpaved USFS Rd 39, 1 mile east of Glacier, and takes hikers from thick old-growth forest to flower-filled meadows and, ultimately, a breathtaking Coleman Glacier overlook. At the 2-mile point the path for the Coleman Glacier ascent of Mt Baker branches to the left.

The 11-mile out-and-back Skyline Divide Trail is another spellbinding stroll through forests and meadows on the edge of the Mt Baker Wilderness, with eye-to-eye views of the main mountain and countless other more distant peaks. Access is via USFS Rd 37, which branches southeast off USFS Rd 39 immediately after Hwy 542 and runs for 12 miles to the trailhead.

Access to North Cascades National Park and an abundance of multiday backcountry hikes is via Hannegan Pass, a 5-mile hike from the Hannegan campground and trailhead at the end of USFS Rd 32, which branches east at a sharp bend in Hwy 542. Walk in through a beautiful roadless valley.






zFestivals & Events


Mt Baker Legendary Banked SlalomSPORTS

(https://lbs.mtbaker.us; [image: icon-hoursgif]hFeb)


The iconic slalom is one of the world’s premier snowboard events and has been won by the biggest names in the sport. Inaugurated inauspiciously in 1985, it takes place at the ski area in a natural river gully doubling as a half-pipe.







4Sleeping


Douglas Fir CampgroundCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-599-2714; www.fs.usda.gov; Mt Baker Hwy, Deming; campsites $18-20; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMay-Sep)


An attractive United States Forest Service (USFS) campground on scenic Hwy 542 and the North Fork Nooksack River. It’s located 3 miles east of Glacier, making it handy for sorties to the village store and restaurant. Drinking water and pit toilets are on-site.





Winter Creek B&BB&B$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-599-2526; www.wintercreekbandb.com; 9253 Cornell Creek Rd, Glacier; r $145)


Blessed with an outstanding view of Mt Baker, this cabin-in-the-woods, two-bedroom place is as friendly and cozy as B&Bs come. The 5-acre property holds horses and mules, and you’ll surely meet the resident dog and cat. Warm up in the dry sauna in the shared bathroom.







5Eating


Wake & BakeryBAKERY$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-599-1658; www.getsconed.com; 6903 Bourne St, Glacier; snacks from $4; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7:30am-5pm)


Even before pot became legal in Washington, you could safely ‘get sconed’ at this cozy bakery with – as you’d expect – exceptionally happy service. Take a hit of espresso and ease the munchies with breakfast burritos, sandwiches and way-better-than-a-Power-Bar nut-and-seed slabs (the perfect trail food).





[image: icon-top-choice]oGraham’sPUB FOOD$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-599-9883; 9989 Mt Baker Hwy, Glacier; mains $9-14; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-9pm Mon-Fri, 8am-9pm Sat & Sun)


Here’s your perfect modern-day Western saloon, with a clunky piano at the back, Willie Nelson on the stereo and rusty tools on the walls. The old-fashioned wooden bar serves microbrews and classic pub food to hungry hikers. When the furniture gets pushed aside for live music, expect a raucous, foot-stomping night.





Rifugio’s Country Italian CuisineITALIAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-592-2888; www.ilcafferifugio.com; 5415 Mt Baker Hwy, Deming; mains $15-28; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4-9pm Thu-Sat, to 8pm Sun, brunch 10am-3pm Sat & Sun)


Just when you thought you were entering the wilderness, a bit of urban foodie culture pops up. In rural Deming, this Euro-centric cafe-restaurant offers big-city quality with a personable vibe and field-to-plate freshness. Choose from handmade pumpkin-stuffed ravioli, steak and polenta, rack of lamb, and breakfast carbonara – there’s more than enough to fuel whatever adventures await you.







6Drinking & Nightlife


North Fork BreweryCRAFT BEER

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-599-2337; 6186 Mt Baker Hwy, Deming; pizzas $15-28; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-9pm, to 10pm Fri & Sat)


Nothing beats beer and pizza after a big mountain adventure, and this outfit definitely knows its beer. North Fork calls itself a ‘beer shrine,’ which is fitting given how many beer nerds worship it. It frequently collaborates with other regional breweries, and its own brews range from an IPA to a dry stout to the malty ‘Son of Frog.’







8Information

Jointly run by the national forest and park services, the Glacier Public Service Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-599-2714; 1094 Mt Baker Hwy, Glacier; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-4:30pm Fri-Sun May–mid-Jun, daily mid-Jun–Oct) is just east of Glacier. At this handsome stone lodge built by the Civilian Conservation Corps are a small bookstore, interpretive displays on the park and a ranger to answer questions. In summer there’s also a staffed visitor center at Heather Meadows (Mt Baker Hwy, Mile 56; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm mid-Jul–late Sep).

For more information about the wilderness area, contact the Mt Baker Ranger Station ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-856-5700; 810 State Rte 20, Sedro-Woolley; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-4pm Mon-Fri).




8Getting There & Away

Mt Baker is accessed by Hwy 542 (Mt Baker Scenic Byway) from Bellingham via Kendall or by Baker Lake Rd, off Hwy 20 west of Concrete, which dead-ends at the northern end of Baker Lake.

Public transportation is scant and many boarders hitchhike (the usual risks apply). When the ski area’s open the Baker Bus ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-599-3115; www.bakerbus.org; round trip $20) runs daily from Bellingham to the top of the mountain, with stops in between.






Upper Skagit River Valley

[image: icon-phonegif]%360

Tracking up through the foothills of the North Cascades, the youthful Skagit River becomes increasingly narrow and fast-flowing. Settlement here is thin on the ground. Blink and you’ll miss the small roadside towns of Concrete (population 712), Rockport (population 109) and Marblemount (population 203), and, aside from a sprinkling of campgrounds and a couple of inns, your next decent accommodations will be in Mazama on the other side of the mountains.


1Sights


[image: icon-top-choice]oUpper Skagit Bald Eagle AreaWILDLIFE RESERVE

The Bald Eagle area is essentially the 10-mile stretch of the Skagit River between Rockport and Marblemount. After salmon spawn, their spent carcasses become meals for the more than 600 eagles that winter here. January is the best time to view the eagles, which are present roughly from November through early March.




Baker Lake & Lake ShannonLAKE

Just north of Concrete are two reservoirs formed by a pair of dams on the Baker River. Washington’s largest colony of nesting osprey is found at Lake Shannon. Baker Lake is a popular place to launch a boat and go fishing for kokanee salmon or rainbow trout. There are also several hiking trails.




Skagit River Bald Eagle Interpretive CenterMUSEUM

(www.skagiteagle.org; 52809 Rockport Park Rd, Rockport; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Sat, Sun & holidays mid-Dec–early Feb) [image: icon-sustainable]S[image: icon-free]F


Learn about the Skagit River ecosystem and watch bald eagles during their migration.







2Activities


Climbing

Since the washing out of the White Chuck River trail in 2003, Glacier Peak, Washington’s oft-forgotten wilderness volcano, is usually tackled from the North Fork Sauk River Trail, which begins at a trailhead off the Mountain Loop Hwy. The push to the top takes you across the Sitkum Glacier, a relatively nontechnical but steep route to the 10,541ft summit. The 2003 storm also damaged this route. Check ahead for feasibility and the latest conditions. For guided summit trips, check out Seattle-based outdoor school and outfitter Mountain Madness.




Rafting

One of the preferred ways of seeing the Skagit’s abundant eagle population is on a winter float trip. Skagit River Eagle Tours ([image: icon-phonegif]%888-675-2448; www.skagiteagles.com; [image: icon-hoursgif]hNov-Feb) runs these floats from early November to mid-February – bundle up! The most popular tour is a three-day eagle-watching float trip. White-water rafting (class II and III) and kayak schools are available with Alpine Adventures ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-863-6505; www.alpineadventures.com; per person $64-79) from May through August.






4Sleeping


Buffalo Run InnMOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-873-2103; www.buffaloruninn.com; 58179 Hwy 20, Marblemount; r with/without bath from $129/69; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Across the street from the restaurant of the same name, on a sharp bend on Hwy 20, the Buffalo doesn’t look much from outside. But within its wooden walls is a clean and friendly motel (kitchenettes, TVs and comfy beds). Five of the 15 rooms share baths and a sitting area.





Ovenell’s Heritage InnGUESTHOUSE$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-853-8494; www.ovenells-inn.com; 46276 Concrete Sauk Valley Rd, Concrete; cabins $150-160, guesthouses $160-260; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Ovenell’s is a 500-acre working cattle ranch abutting the Skagit River with various accommodations, namely four rustic wooden cabins (sleeping up to four) and four more-luxurious guesthouses with full baths, kitchens, TVs and wi-fi. Some have views of Mt Baker. You can buy meat at check-in to barbecue on your own private grill.







5Eating & Drinking


Marblemount DinerDINER$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-873-4503; 60147 Hwy 20, Marblemount; mains $11-20; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-7pm Fri-Sun Apr, daily May-Oct)


This friendly, seasonal diner with booths, tables and seating at the bar cranks out burgers, milkshakes and deep-fried everything. Top it off with a slice of pie à la mode.





Buffalo Run RestaurantAMERICAN$$

(www.buffaloruninn.com; 60084 Hwy 20, Marblemount; mains $10-34; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm May-Oct; [image: icon-familygif]c)


If your Cascade Loop dining experiences have been a little too ordinary, you’re in luck: at Buffalo Run you can order alligator, kangaroo, yak, ostrich or buffalo burgers, as well as a massive bowl of ‘Cascade mountain oysters,’ aka buffalo-bull testicles. (There are also vegetarian options.) Several decoratively draped animal skins and a huge buffalo head grace the walls.





Cascadian FarmsCOFFEE

(www.cascadianfarm.com; Hwy 20, Mile 100, Rockport; milkshakes $6; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm May & Oct, 9am-7pm Jun-Sep) [image: icon-sustainable]S


The first of several snack huts on the Cascade Loop, this place 3 miles east of Rockport is a working farm that makes organic fruit shakes, ice cream, coffee and healthy snacks. It’s housed in an Indonesian-style Batak hut, and you can sip your coffee or shake at an outdoor picnic table before taking a self-guided tour around the farm.







8Getting There & Away

Skagit Transit bus 750 runs from Sedro-Woolley to Marblemount and stops between.






North Cascades National Park

[image: icon-phonegif]%206

Inaugurated in 1968, North Cascades National Park (www.nps.gov/noca) feels like Alaska transplanted into the lower 48, a thousand square miles of dramatic, daunting wild country strafed with mountains, lakes, glaciers (over 300 of them) and wildlife, but with almost no trace of civilization and only one road. Erratic weather, massive precipitation, thick rainforest and vertiginous cliffs have long ensured the remoteness of the park’s mountains: steep, alpine behemoths furnished with names like Mt Terror, Mt Fury, Mt Despair and Forbidden Peak. Aspiring bushwhackers and free-climbers love the unique challenges offered by this eerie wilderness (most of the peaks weren’t climbed until the 1930s). The less adrenaline-hungry stick close to arterial Hwy 20 and prepare for the drive of a lifetime (in summer, anyway: road access is nonexistent during winter).

[image: 17-nth-cascades-np-pnw8-jpg]


1Sights

For administrative reasons, the park is split into two sections – north and south – separated in the middle by the Ross Lake National Recreation Area, which encases a spectacular 20-mile section of the North Cascades Hwy (Hwy 20). Along the park’s southern border around Stehekin lies the Lake Chelan National Recreation Area, a 62,000-acre protected park that surrounds the fjord-like Lake Chelan. To avoid confusion, the zones are managed as one contiguous area, the North Cascades National Park Complex, and overlaid by the Stephen Mather Wilderness, created in 1988.


Diablo LakeLAKE

(ferry round trip $20)


Just south of Ross Lake, Diablo Lake is held back by the 389ft Diablo Dam. A pullout off Hwy 20 known as the Diablo Dam Overlook provides incredible views of the turquoise-green lake framed by glacier-capped peaks.





Ross LakeLAKE

(Hwy 20, Mile 134)


Ross Lake stretches across 23 miles north toward the Canadian border. In keeping with the wild terrain, it’s accessible only by trail or water. Part of the Ross Lake National Recreation Area, the lake formed as a result of the Ross Dam, an ambitious hydroelectric project from 1937 that was designed to generate electricity for the Seattle area.





HIKING IN NORTH CASCADES NATIONAL PARK

It’s possible to get a basic overview of this vast alpine wilderness by motoring through in a car on Hwy 20, making use of the numerous pullouts and short interpretive hikes that are scattered along the route. But in order to taste the park’s real gritty essence you’ll need a good pair of hiking shoes and, ideally, a tent, a rucksack and a gung-ho sense of adventure.

Free permits are required for backcountry camping in the park and must be obtained in person from the Wilderness Information Center or at a park ranger station.

One of the park’s most challenging but rewarding day hikes is the strenuous Sourdough Mountain Trail, which gains a mile in height for the 5.5 miles (one way) traveled on the ground. Most say that the effort is worth it; the views of Cascadian peaks and turquoise Diablo Lake 5000-plus feet below are some of the best in the park. The hiking distance is 10.4 miles.

The 3.7-mile hike to 5384ft Cascade Pass is the best loved in these mountains, and gets you very quickly up into a flower-carpeted, glacier-surrounded paradise that will leave you struggling for superlatives. It is an easy to moderate walk.

From the southern end of the Colonial Creek Campground (mile 130, Hwy 20), the long Thunder Creek Trail leads along a powerful glacier-fed river through old-growth forest and clumps of wildflowers flourishing in the dank forest. After 2.5 miles the Fourth of July Trail branches left to a pass of the same name and makes a good early-season hike. Alternatively, you can continue along Thunder Creek to Park Creek Pass and, ultimately, Stehekin. Via Fourth of July Trail it is 11.7 miles long.

There are also lots of opportunities for day hikes within North Cascades National Park. Just past the Ross Dam trailhead at mile 134.5, the easy and wheelchair-accessible Happy Creek Forest Walk (0.5 miles) gets you a close look at the forest on a raised boardwalk.

At Rainy Pass, the Pacific Crest Trail (PCT) crosses Hwy 20. To sample the trail, strike out north from here for 6800ft Cutthroat Pass (4 miles). Heading in the other direction down the PCT will bring you to Bridge Creek Campground, 12 miles away, where you can pick up the road to Stehekin. Several more-leisurely hikes also start from Rainy Pass. Try the easy 4-mile out-and-back walk to cirque-cradled Lake Ann.

Just to the west of Washington Pass, between miles 161 and 162, the Blue Lake Trail is an ambling 2.2-mile climb through subalpine meadows to Blue Lake, at 6250ft.






TTours


North Cascades Environmental Learning CenterECOTOUR

(https://ncascades.org/discover/learning-center; 1940 Diablo Dam Rd; day trips from $95) [image: icon-sustainable]S


The center offers a bevy of classes and activities for groups and families, including lake tours, paddling adventures, and weekend-long retreats that include food and accommodations. But plan ahead, as the programs sell out far in advance.







4Sleeping


Colonial Creek CampgroundCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-386-4495; www.nps.gov; Hwy 20, Mile 130; campsites from $16)


These 142 campsites skirt the Thunder Arm of Diablo Lake on either side of the highway. On the southern side, several walk-in campsites among dense woods offer a chance to get away from the cars. There are toilets and water but no showers or hookups. In summer, nature programs are given nightly in the amphitheater. Open year-round.





Newhalem Creek CampgroundCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%877-444-6777; www.nps.gov; Hwy 20, Mile 120; campsites $32, reserve sites $41)


Handily situated near the North Cascades Visitor Center and surrounded by short interpretive trails, this 111-capacity campsite can accommodate large RVs. It’s open year-round. If it’s full, try the smaller Goodall Creek campground 1 mile to the west on Hwy 20.





[image: icon-top-choice]oRoss Lake ResortHISTORIC HOTEL$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%206-486-3751; www.rosslakeresort.com; 503 Diablo St, Rockport; cabins $205-385; [image: icon-hoursgif]hmid-Jun–late Oct; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n)


The floating cabins at this secluded resort were built in the 1930s for loggers working in the valley soon to be flooded by Ross Dam. There’s no road in – either hike the 2-mile trail from Hwy 20 (then call for a quick $2 boat ride across the lake) or take the ferry from the parking area near Diablo Dam.





KEROUAC IN THE CASCADES

Traveling in Washington without a car might seem a bit onerous, but a little over 50 years ago Jack Kerouac, beatnik writer and author of the classic travel novel On the Road, traversed the lower 48’s most northwesterly state with no more than an overnight bag and an upturned thumb. Unbeknownst to many, Kerouac never owned a car and only learned to drive – somewhat reluctantly – at the age of 34. His first adventurous foray into the Pacific Northwest, documented in the later chapters of the book The Dharma Bums, came about when he hitched from California up to the North Cascade Mountains to work as a fire lookout on isolated Desolation Peak in the summer of 1956.

Kerouac spent 63 solitary days atop the peak, passing his hours in a small hut with panoramic views of the surrounding wilderness. With so much time on his hands, he had plenty of opportunity to contemplate life, the universe and his ever-evolving Buddhist philosophy, as he gazed out over Ross Lake and the twin-peaked majesty of looming Hozomeen (8066ft), a mountain he referred to rather chillingly as ‘the Void.’

It is undocumented how many fire alarms Kerouac raised during his time in the Cascades, though he did famously use his collected scribblings in Desolation Angels, published in 1965, a novel that provides a fascinating insight into both the mountain scenery and the writer’s ongoing battle with his inner demons.

It is still possible to hike the Desolation Trail up to Desolation Peak (6102ft) and ponder the fire lookout – built in 1933 – where Kerouac passed so many hours. The hike is 6.8 miles one way and is pretty strenuous, although you’ll be richly rewarded with the same stunning vistas that inspired the author. To complete the hike in a day you’ll need to catch a water taxi from Ross Lake Resort to the trailhead on the upper eastern side of Ross Lake. Alternatively, the hike can be incorporated into a longer backcountry adventure.






8Information

North Cascades Visitor Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%206-386-4495, ext 11; 502 Newhalem St, Newhalem; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm mid-May–Sep) A walk-through exhibit mixes informative placards about the park’s ecosystems with nature videos. Expert rangers will enlighten you on everything from melting glaciers to the fickleness of the weather. Various short trails track the Skagit River and Newhalem Creek, the longest of which is the 1.8-mile River Loop Trail. Rangers give interpretive talks in summer.

Wilderness Information Center (7280 Ranger Station Rd, Marblemount; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-4pm late May-Sep) Pick up backcountry permits here.




8Getting There & Around

You’ll need your own wheels to explore the area; once you’re here, though, the best way to get around is on foot. The Ross Lake Resort runs twice-daily ferries ($20 per person round trip) from the ferry dock situated on the right just after you cross the Diablo Dam. Ferries leave at 8:30am and 3pm and take you to the end of Diablo Lake, where the resort’s supply truck will drive you the rest of the way ($10 round trip).






Methow Valley

After the white-knuckle drive across the North Cascades, the mellower Methow Valley, situated immediately to the east, offers a more tranquil and less terrifying antidote. Bucolic, surprisingly sunny and pleasantly isolated in winter, when Hwy 20 shuts down due to snow blockage, this is where the sporty and the savvy come to hot-air balloon, horseback ride and mountain bike. Winter is, arguably, an even better time to visit. Resisting the economic lure of big-name ski resorts, the local nonprofit Methow Valley Sport Trails Association has pieced together the second-largest network of cross-country-skiing trails in North America.


Mazama

[image: icon-phonegif]%509 / POP 208

The first settlement to the east of the North Cascades wilderness is little more than a pinprick on the map – albeit a very pleasant one – with broad, mountain-backed vistas and a couple of excellent places to stay. Tiny Mazama marks the gateway to the Methow Valley (heading east) and the North Cascades (heading west).


2Activities


Harts PassSCENIC DRIVE

(www.fs.fed.us)


If you prefer white-knuckle car rides to whitewater-rafting trips, consider taking the single-lane gravel track up to Harts Pass (6197ft), Washington’s highest drivable road, and also its most vertigo-inducing. If the narrow, winding route and scary unguarded drop-offs don’t knock the wind out of you, the panoramic views certainly will.





Early Winters OutfittingOUTDOORS

(www.earlywintersoutfitting.com; HCR 74 Box B6, Mazama; horseback riding per hour from $40, hiking trips from $165)


Offers horseback riding, guided hikes, cattle drives, and fishing and hunting trips in the Methow Valley.







4Sleeping & Eating


[image: icon-top-choice]oFreestone InnHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-996-3906; www.freestoneinn.com; 17798 Hwy 20; r & cabins from $229; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s)


Located on an evergreen-clad ranch, rooms here are cabin chic, with big pine beams and stone fireplaces. Even better are private, kitchen-equipped cabins tucked in the woods. The on-site Jack’s Hut adventure center organizes activities from fishing watercolor workshops.





Mazama Country InnHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-843-7951; www.mazamacountryinn.com; 42 Lost River Rd; lodge r $120-175, cabins $185-375; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s)


Welcome to a self-contained rustic oasis situated on the edge of the Pasayten Wilderness but also in tiny Mazama. With 18 simple but comfortable rooms, the inn lies at the nexus of countless outdoor activities, with numerous ski and bike trails starting from just outside the front door (rentals are available). Rates include all three meals.





Mazama StoreSUPERMARKET

(www.themazamastore.com; 50 Lost River Rd; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-6pm)


Walk in from the boondocks and arrive amid the busy scene of an organic market and deli. Everything’s pretty pricey, but after you’ve spent a day in the woods, it’s got the right stuff to fill your belly.







8Information

The US Forest Service maintains the Methow Valley Visitor Center on Hwy 20 at the western end of Winthrop.






Winthrop & Around

[image: icon-phonegif]%509 / POP 415

Winthrop is one of two themed towns on the popular Cascade Loop (the other’s Leavenworth). Once a struggling mining community, it avoided ‘ghost town’ status in the 1960s when it was made over to look like a cowboy settlement out of the Wild West. Though on paper it sounds more Hollywood back lot than Gunfight at the OK Corral, the Gary Cooper touches are surprisingly authentic. Winthrop’s High Noon shopfronts hide a genuine frontier spirit (in winter the road ends not far beyond here) and some fantastic eating places and accommodations.

Winthrop’s renaissance coincided with the opening in 1972 of the North Cascades Hwy, which brought in a flood of new visitors. When the highway closes in winter, Winthrop becomes the Methow’s cross-country-skiing HQ.


1Sights


North Cascade Smokejumper BaseMUSEUM

(www.northcascadessmokejumperbase.com; 23 Intercity Airport Rd; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Jun-Oct) [image: icon-free]F


Smoke jumping is a method of firefighting that involves parachuting out of a plane into a rural area to tackle a forest fire before it gets out of control. It’s hard to avoid feeling humbled by the heroic exploits of the people who have been trained to do it.





Shafer MuseumMUSEUM

(285 Castle Ave; admission by donation; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Memorial Day-Labor Day)


It’s hard to differentiate the reconstructed buildings in the museum from the rest of Winthrop, such is the town’s eerie authenticity. However, the museum does retain one original construction: a log cabin known as ‘the Castle,’ built by Winthrop founder Guy Waring in 1896 as a present to his wife.







2Activities

The Winthrop area is famous for its cross-country ski trails, with the best network congregated around Sun Mountain Lodge, 10 miles to the west. During the summer months the trails are given over to hiking, mountain biking and horseback riding.


Morning Glory Balloon ToursBALLOONING

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-997-1700; www.balloonwinthrop.com; 960 Hwy 20; adult/child $250/200; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMay-Sep)


Morning Glory operates serene early-morning balloon flights over the valley between May and September. Flights last one hour.





Hiking, Mountain Biking & Horseback Riding

Trails in the area range from the 2.5-mile Sunnyside Loop, with jaw-dropping vistas of the North Cascades, to the more adventurous Pete’s Dragon, with its white-knuckle twists and turns. Horseback riding around Beaver Pond and Patterson Lake is another popular summertime option. You can rent bikes from Methow Cycle & Sport; helmets are included. Guided horseback treks with Sun Mountain Lodge go from around $40 for 1½ hours or $85 for a half-day.


CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING IN THE METHOW VALLEY

Broad, beautiful and littered with trails, the Methow is to cross-country skiing what Aspen is to downhill, but with only a fraction of the fame. To devotees of the more environmentally congruous free-heel method, this is the primary draw: no crowds, no Gore-Tex fashion parade and no beer-fueled après-ski – just you, miles of sugary powder and the Cascades.

With 125 miles of groomed trails, the valley comprises the second-largest cross-country-skiing area in the US (after California’s Royal Gorge). But, unlike other ski areas, there’s no resort pampering here. A bucolic mix of farmland, aspen groves, rivers and old barns, the Methow is a real-life rural community whose far-sighted residents have created a nonprofit organization, the Methow Valley Sport Trails Association (MVSTA; [image: icon-phonegif]%509-996-3287; www.methowtrails.org; 309 Riverside Ave, Winthrop; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8:30am-3:30pm Mon-Fri) [image: icon-sustainable]S. When it’s not fighting off profit-hungry ski-resort developers, the MVSTA promotes and protects a well-maintained trail system that enables skiers to meander at will between a handful of huts, cabins, lodges and small settlements – in fact, it’s the most comprehensive network of hut-to-hut (and hotel-to-hotel) skiing in North America.

The network’s ‘aorta’ is the 20-mile Methow Community Trail (MCT), a flat, central valley route groomed for classic and skate skiing that plies a course between strategically placed warming huts (with water and toilets), linking Winthrop with the even tinier settlement of Mazama. Higher up but equally comprehensive are the interconnecting Rendezvous and Sun Mountain Lodge trail systems.

Between early December and late March you can ski door-to-door between various accommodations options, including Sun Mountain Lodge, Freestone Inn, Wolf Ridge Resort and Mazama Country Inn. For information on the Rendezvous huts (self-catering huts in scenic trail locations placed approximately 5 miles apart and sleeping up to eight people), check http://rendezvoushuts.com (reservations required; $100 to $200 per night). Ski rental (adult/child $24/17) and MVSTA trail passes ($24/60 for one/three days) are available at outlets in the Sun Mountain Lodge, Methow Cycle & Sport (http://methowcyclesport.com; 29 Hwy 20; bike rentals per day from $45; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm Mon-Sat, to 5pm Sun), and Mazama Junction in Mazama.

The Methow Valley Ski School is based at Sun Mountain Lodge. Group lessons cost $26. One lesson is usually sufficient to get started. The valley’s trails are all clearly marked on a free local map: green for easy, blue for intermediate, black for challenging. Distance markers follow the Nordic metric system (ie kilometers, not miles).






Fishing

Fishing for steelhead trout and Chinook salmon is popular in the Methow River, but anglers are required to use catch-and-release techniques for these endangered species. Moccasin Lake, a mile-long hike from Patterson Lake Rd, has very good fly-fishing, with rainbow trout averaging 3lb to 5lb.






4Sleeping


North Cascades Mountain HostelHOSTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-699-0568; www.northcascadesmountainhostel.com; 209 Castle Ave; dm $30, bungalows $84-108; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


This ski- or hiker-bum haven, with cozy bunks and a slightly haphazard but homey communal kitchen, is just steps from downtown. There are also private bungalows, ranging from a tiny nook to something more like a love nest/apartment with bath and kitchen, tons of light, wood-walled character and privacy.





Chewuch InnINN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-996-3107; http://chewuchinn.com; 223 White Ave; r from $110, cabins from $145; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W) [image: icon-sustainable]S


With fresh paint, luxury linens and upscale yet homey touches everywhere, these bright rooms and cabins are fantastic value. Prices include a homemade serve-yourself breakfast with tons of choices and use of the massive, under-the-stars hot tub (although the pricier cabins have their own hot tubs, too). Cabins have kitchens and outdoor barbecues. It’s a five-minute walk to town.





Hotel Rio VistaHOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-996-3535; www.hotelriovista.com; 285 Riverside Ave; d from $114; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


It looks plain at first glance, but inside are big, comfy rooms with fine views over the fast-flowing Methow River, which races within pebble-skimming distance of each individual terrace. Enjoy a riverside hot tub and magnificent Methow sunsets.





Mt Gardner InnINN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-996-2000; www.mtgardnerinn.com; 611 Hwy 20; r from $139; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


A half-mile walk from downtown Winthrop, this friendly place has a big garden area with communal barbecues and a selection of spacious and exceptionally clean cabin-style rooms decorated in soothing light woods and muted earth tones. Excellent value.





[image: icon-top-choice]oSun Mountain LodgeLODGE$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-996-2211; www.sunmountainlodge.com; 604 Patterson Lake Rd; r from $285, cabins from $415; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s)


Without a doubt one of the best places to stay in Washington, Sun Mountain Lodge has an incomparable natural setting, perched like an eagle’s nest high above the Methow Valley, and its assorted cabins provide luxury without pretension. The 360-degree views from its highly lauded restaurant are awe-inspiring, and people travel from miles around just to enjoy breakfast here.







5Eating


Old Schoolhouse BrewingPUB FOOD$

(www.oldschoolhousebrewery.com; 155 Riverside Ave; mains $14-17; [image: icon-hoursgif]h3-9pm Mon-Thu, noon-10pm Fri & Sat, noon-9pm Sun)


Carb-load on beer in this unusual pub that occupies a little red former schoolhouse on the main street. You can choose from an impressive range of home-brewed ales; aficionados opt for the light-bodied Black Canyon Porter or the heavier, darker Grampa Clem’s Brown Ale. Classic pub-grub highlights include outlaw chili, and fish-and-chips with a Japanese twist.





Sheri’sCAFE$

(201 Riverside Ave; ice-cream cones $2-4; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6:30am-7pm mid-Apr–Nov)


This delightful alfresco cafe and ice-cream parlor adjacent to Sheri’s Sweet Shoppe is the best place to snatch an espresso and a hot, sticky cinnamon bun. In keeping with the surroundings, the bar stools are made out of saddles and behind the coffee cabin you can enjoy a quick round of crazy golf while steam blasts into your cappuccino.





East 20 PizzaPIZZA$$

(720 Hwy 20 S; pizzas from $10.50-25; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-9pm Jun-Sep, 3-8pm Oct-May)


Who’d expect such fine, authentic pizzas way out here? After a day in the mountains you can’t get much better than these thin-crusted pies – topped with everything from pepperoni to curried cashews and portobello mushrooms – to fill the belly. Pair them with cold draft beer and salads to enjoy on the patio. Gluten-free crusts also available.





Duck Brand CantinaMEXICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-996-2408; www.duckbrandwinthrop.com; 248 Riverside Ave; dinner mains $12-25; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-9pm)


No standard Mexican restaurant, the ‘Duck’ nonetheless serves quesadillas, enchiladas and tacos that’ll roast your socks off. The Wild West saloon–style cantina also churns out a mean American breakfast. In winter the hearty porridge will keep you skiing all day.





[image: icon-top-choice]oArrowleaf BistroFUSION$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-996-3920; www.arrowleafbistro.com; 253 Riverside Ave; mains $22-28; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4-10pm Wed-Sun)


Winthrop’s poshest restaurant, with its starched white tablecloths and polished wine glasses, is a notable departure from the saloon-bar staples elsewhere. Knowledgeable waitstaff, an excellent riverside setting, and a menu that contains such un-cowboy-like treats as pistachio-crusted halibut and maple-brined pork chops make the Arrowleaf a real treat.







8Information

Winthrop Chamber of Commerce (www.winthropwashington.com; 202 Riverside Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-2pm) At the corner where Hwy 20 enters downtown.

Methow Valley Visitor Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-996-4000; 24 W Chewuch Rd; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7:45am-4:30pm Mon-Fri) The USFS maintains this visitor center on Hwy 20 at the western end of town.






Twisp

[image: icon-phonegif]%509 / POP 956

The largest of the Methow Valley’s three tiny settlements (although that’s not saying much), Twisp is a stomping ground for fishers, bird-watchers (this is prime bald-eagle country) and appreciators of fine ale – it’s the site of a rip-roaringly good brewpub. Contrary to its one-horse-town image, Twisp is also the crucible of a budding artists’ community, though outdoor activities have long been its raison d’être.


1Sights & Activities

Hikes in the area are popular, with a number of them fanning off the Twisp River Rd that proceeds west of town along the banks of the Twisp River. Try the 7-mile Eagle Creek Trail that starts from the trailhead on W Buttermilk Creek Rd (11 miles west of Twisp) or strike out further into the Lake Chelan-Sawtooth Wilderness Area.


Confluence Gallery & Art CenterGALLERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-997-2787; www.confluencegallery.com; 104 Glover St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Wed-Fri, 9am-3pm Sat) [image: icon-free]F


This community art gallery mounts some great exhibitions, from painting and sculpture to installations.







4Sleeping & Eating


Methow Valley InnINN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-997-2253; www.methowvalleyinn.com; 234 E 2nd St; r from $110; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


In a storybook-cute turn-of-the-century farmhouse, this inn has eight rooms decorated country style with handmade wrought-iron beds, beautiful quilts and plenty of mountain light through the picture windows. Downtown Twisp is walking distance or you can just chill in the lush half-acre garden. In winter the inn switches from B&B to group rental; in summer there’s a two-night minimum.





[image: icon-top-choice]oCinnamon TwispBAKERY$

(116 N Glover St; pastries from $2.50; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-3pm)


Folks from all around the valley drive in for this homey place’s fresh-baked breads, terrific sandwiches, smoothies, coffee and pastries, including the signature ‘cinnamon twisp,’ an uber cinnamon roll – almost a sticky bun – that glistens in a butter and brown-sugar glaze.





Glover Street MarketMARKET$

(124 N Glover St; mains $7-14; [image: icon-hoursgif]hkitchen 9am-5pm, market to 6pm Mon-Sat)


Stop in for organic groceries, hearty breakfasts, healthy meals such as a quinoa bowl with spinach, roasted veg, tahini and avocado – as well as the best fresh-made juices this side of Seattle.







8Information

Twisp Ranger Station (502 Glover St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7:45am-4:30pm Mon-Fri) On Twisp’s main street; has information on trails and campgrounds in the Okanogan National Forest.

Twisp Visitor Information Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-997-2020; www.twispinfo.com; 201 S Methow Valley Hwy; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-5pm Mon-Fri) Operates out of the Methow Valley Community Center.








Stehekin

[image: icon-phonegif]%509 / POP 75

What, no road access? Cut off from the rest of Washington’s highway network by craggy mountains, Stehekin is that rarest of modern American settlements: one that is unreachable by car. Visitors get here either by boat across Lake Chelan, or by a trio of long-distance hikes through the wilderness of North Cascades National Park to the north.

Such deliberate inaccessibility has worked wonders for the settlement’s special beauty. Largely untouched by the foibles of 21st-century culture, Stehekin is within the boundaries of the Lake Chelan National Recreation Area (adjoining North Cascades National Park). It has become a byword for solitude, and a magnificent obsession for backcountry adventure enthusiasts keen to break away from the pleasure cruisers and water-skiers who ply Lake Chelan further south.


1Sights


Buckner OrchardFARM

(http://bucknerhomestead.org; Buckner Lane) [image: icon-free]F


Buckner Orchard is one of the Stehekin area’s oldest homesteads and makes for a refreshing walk; pick up a self-guided-tour brochure near the historic buildings inside the orchard. Once there, you’ll find a homestead cabin built in 1889, along with several other buildings, old farm equipment and hundred-year-old apple trees whose fruit is still harvested each year.





HIKING IN STEHEKIN: THE WAY THROUGH

To Native Americans, Stehekin at the head of Lake Chelan was ‘the way through,’ a vital trade route that linked the rainy coast with the dry interior. For adventurous modern hikers, nothing much has changed. Eschewing the motor car and most other 21st-century comforts, Stehekin is reachable only by boat or on foot. For hikers there are three main entry points – all from the north.

The quickest and most popular hiking route to Stehekin is via spectacular 5392ft Cascade Pass, reached via a steep 3.7-mile path that starts at the parking lot at the end of the Cascade River Rd, 23 miles southeast of Marblemount. After ascending to the pass, the trail continues down the other side into the Stehekin River Valley, where it joins briefly with the Pacific Crest Trail before homing in on High Bridge, from where you can catch the four-times-daily Stehekin shuttle bus. The total hiking distance to the shuttle pick-up point is 23 miles. (Energetic types may also choose to continue hiking the 11 miles to town from High Bridge.)

Route two starts at Colonial Creek campground at mile 130 on Hwy 20. Follow the wondrous Thunder Creek Trail through old-growth forest and past vertiginous glaciers up to Park Creek Pass (6059ft) before descending on the Park Creek Trail, 8 miles to the junction with Stehekin Valley Rd. From here follow the Stehekin River down to High Bridge, where, once again, you can either walk or catch the shuttle to Stehekin (45 miles in total, or 34 miles if you use the bus).

The easiest route starts at Rainy Pass at mile 157 on Hwy 20 and follows the well-marked and relatively flat Pacific Crest Trail along Bridge Creek into the Stehekin River Valley. The trail, once more, comes out at High Bridge: total distance 19 miles to High Bridge, where you can hop the shuttle to Stehekin.

All of these trips are multiday hikes that take between two and four days depending on your speed. Numerous backcountry campsites are available en route. Hikers staying overnight on the trail will need to pick up a free backcountry camping permit from the Golden West Visitor Center before setting out. For greater comfort (and a lighter pack) you can take advantage of a tent-to-tent hiking service offered by Stehekin Outfitters. The company maintains large outfitter tents at the Cottonwood and Bridge Creek campsites, equipped with stove, cots, kitchen utensils and food. The cost is $95 for two people and an extra $25 per person thereafter. Phone ahead to reserve.

There are also plenty of day hikes in the area, for those who don’t want to commit to sleeping in the woods. The mile-long Imus Loop Nature Trail and the quarter-mile loop McKeller Cabin Trail both start from trailheads near the Stehekin boat landing.

The easy Lakeshore Trail starts at the Golden West Visitor Center and heads south near Lake Chelan’s shore. Lake and mountain vistas framed by ponderosa pines are visible throughout. You can walk as long as you want, then turn around and backtrack, or you can make this into a backpacking trip: between May 1 and October 15 the Lady of the Lake II passenger boat will drop you off 17 miles south of Stehekin, from where you can hike for one to two days north back to town (camping permits aren’t required on this stretch). Watch out for rattlesnakes along the way.

Other treks include the 5-mile Rainbow Loop Trail, with great lake and valley views, and the Purple Creek Trail toward 6884ft Purple Pass, 7.5 miles away.






2Activities


Fishing

The lower Stehekin River is open for seasonal catch-and-release fishing, with cutthroat and rainbow trout living in the upper river. Stehekin Fishing Adventures (www.stehekinfishingadventures.com; guided trips from $300) offers guided fishing trips on Lake Chelan. Cabin rental is also available. Be sure to buy a fishing license (available at the Ace Hardware store in Chelan) before you get to Stehekin.




Horseback Riding

From Stehekin Valley Ranch, take a three-hour round-trip horseback ride with Stehekin Outfitters ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-682-4494; www.stehekinoutfitters.com) to Coon Lake ($65 per person), or book a guided hike into the mountains with gear carried on horseback.






TTours


Bus TourBUS

(https://ladyofthelake.com/rainbow-falls-tour; adult/child $10/5; [image: icon-hoursgif]hmeets ferry arrival May-Sep)


A narrated 50-minute bus tour connects with the Lady of the Lake ferry during the summer months and goes to impressive, 312ft-high Rainbow Falls.







4Sleeping


Stehekin Valley RanchCABIN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-682-4677; www.stehekinvalleyranch.com; tent/ranch cabins per person $110/145; [image: icon-petgif]#)


All kinds of activities, including cycling, horseback riding, kayaking and hiking, go on at this well-organized place 9 miles upriver from the boat landing. Even better, the price for lodging in the ranch’s rustic cabins includes all meals at the on-site restaurant, one of Stehekin’s few proper dining establishments, along with a bus to get here.





North Cascades Lodge at StehekinHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-682-4494; https://lodgeatstehekin.com; r $154-214; [image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Located next to the ferry landing, the 28 varied rooms here have lush lake views. The location is enough to make your stay an amazing experience, but it’s rustic for the price and service can be grumpy. There’s a recreation room (with TV), a restaurant, a hot tub and a tiny grocery store. Sit back and switch your brain off.







5Eating


[image: icon-top-choice]oStehekin Pastry CompanyBAKERY$

(www.stehekinpastry.com; Stehekin Valley Rd; pastries $2-6; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7:30am-5pm Wed-Mon Jun-Oct)


In a large city this improbable coffee and pastry shop would do a roaring trade. Out in the middle of a wilderness area it appears like a mirage and is sure to give you a second wind on even the most challenging of hikes.





Stehekin Valley RanchAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-682-4677; www.stehekinvalleyranch.com; dinner mains $13-21; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5:30-7pm; [image: icon-veggif]v)


Even if you’re not staying overnight at the ranch, you can still show up for the daily set dinner menu (there’s a shuttle service – adult/child $6/3 – from the dock to the lodge and back). Grill items such as burgers (beef and veggie) and fish are also available. Reservations are required.







8Information

Golden West Visitor Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-699-2080, ext 14; Hwy 20, Mile 120; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8:30am-5pm May-Oct) A short walk up the hill from the boat landing you’ll find rangers, wilderness permits, summer naturalist programs, kids’ activities, a 10-minute video on the surrounding area and the Golden West Art Gallery.




8Getting There & Away

Seaplane service from Chelan is currently on hold, though plans are in the works to have it restored sometime in 2020.

Lake Chelan Boat Company ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-682-4584; www.ladyofthelake.com; 1418 W Woodin Ave; one way $22-37, round trip to Stehekin $61) Operates the 285-passenger Lady of the Lake II ferry (no cars) leaving Chelan daily at 8:30am and arriving in Stehekin at 12:30pm. It makes a 90-minute stopover before returning at 2pm (arriving in Chelan at 6pm). Alternatively, you can travel on the faster Lady Express (summer only), which leaves Chelan at 8:30am and arrives in Stehekin at 10:45am.




8Getting Around

Courtesy transportation to and from the boat landing is included in most lodging prices.

Bicycles are the easiest way to get around. You can rent one in Stehekin at Discovery Bikes (www.stehekindiscoverybikes.com; per hour/day $5/25; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-5pm) or, if you’d prefer to bring your own, Lake Chelan Boat Company charges $27 round trip for bike transportation.

From late May to early October, the National Park Service (NPS) runs the Stehekin Shuttle Bus ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-856-5700; www.nps.gov/noca/planyourvisit/stehekin-transportation.htm; adult/child one way $8/5, bicycle $8) up and down Stehekin Valley Rd four times a day.






Chelan & Around

[image: icon-phonegif]%509 / POP 4146

Chelan is an elongated natural lake (at 1486ft, it’s the third deepest in the US) that once provided a prime fishing ground for Native Americans. Today it’s an outstanding recreation spot for anyone with a penchant for water sports. Surrounded by wineries, apple orchards, hotels and a slightly incongruous water park, the lake’s southern shore is taken up by its eponymous town, while 55 miles to the north lies a get-away-from-it-all antidote: high, steep mountains and isolated Stehekin. Yin or yang – take your pick.


2Activities


Don Morse Memorial ParkWATER PARK

(free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-10pm Memorial Day-Labor Day; [image: icon-familygif]c)


On the lake’s northern shore is this water funland, with beach, boat launch, putting green, playground, skate park and much more.





Slidewaters Water ParkWATER PARK

(www.slidewaters.com; 102 Waterslide Dr; day pass adult/child $25/20; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-7pm May-Sep; [image: icon-familygif]c)


If you have kids, don’t think for a minute they’ll let you sneak past this park. It’s off W Woodin Ave, on a hill above the Lady of the Lake II boat dock.





Lake Rider SportsKAYAKING

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-885-4767; www.lakeridersports.com; Lakeshore Waterfront Park; single/double kayak rental per day $70/90; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm weekends, by appointment weekdays)


To avoid any high-speed collisions close to Chelan town, try renting a kayak, paddleboard or rowboat here and paddling up the lake to see some undiluted Cascadian nature firsthand.





Darrell & Dad’s Family Guide ServiceFISHING

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-687-0709; www.darrellanddads.com; half-/full day for 2 people from $298/398)


Guided fishing excursions.





Water Recreation

Lake Chelan shelters some of the nation’s cleanest water and has consequently become one of Washington’s premier water-recreation areas. Not surprisingly, the place is cheek by jowl in summer, with all number of speedboats, Jet Skis and power craft battling it out for their own private slice of the water.

There are public beaches at Lakeside Park, near the western side of town, and at Lake Chelan State Park, 9 miles west on S Lakeshore Rd. Manson Bay Park, in the small lakeside community of Manson, 8 miles northwest of Chelan, has a swimming area that features several floating docks.

Fishing is popular in Lake Chelan, with lake trout, kokanee salmon, ling cod and smallmouth bass relatively abundant.




Mountain Biking & Skiing

Mountain bikers should stop by the ranger station and pick up a map of USFS roads open to cyclists. One popular trail follows the north fork of Twenty-Five Mile Creek, climbing steeply for 3 miles before leveling out through pine forest and eventually meeting the Devil’s Backbone trailhead. At Echo Ridge near Manson, there are 35 miles of traffic-free trails ideal for mountain biking. In winter these are used for cross-country skiing.






4Sleeping


Lake Chelan State ParkCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-687-3710; https://parks.state.wa.us/531/Lake-Chelan; 7544 S Lakeshore Rd; primitive/standard sites from $12/27)


A guarded swimming beach, picnic areas and a boat launch make this a busy summertime destination. Of the nearly 150 sites, there are some nice lakeside spots and 35 RV hookups. Reserve in summer.





[image: icon-top-choice]oRiverwalk InnINN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-682-2627; www.riverwalkinnchelan.com; 205 E Wapato Ave; d $69-199; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Simply great value, this meticulously maintained, refurbished motel has 12 charming, brightly painted rooms surrounding a flowery little garden. There’s a popular, cozy cafe open during the summer months that serves up hearty breakfasts, and the location – right next to a green park and the lake, steps from the heart of town – can’t be beat.





Lakeside Lodge & SuitesHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-682-4396; www.lakesidelodgeandsuites.com; 2312 W Woodin Ave; d $140-180, ste $340; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s[image: icon-petgif]#)


This is the best location in town, beside grassy Lakeside Park, which boasts Chelan’s most idyllic municipal setting along with the town’s best stretch of sand-and-shingle beach. There’s a lovely pool, complimentary breakfast, top lake views and suitably well-furnished rooms, though you may spend a lot of time dodging the plethora of passing convention delegates.





Campbell’s ResortHOTEL$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-682-2561; www.campbellsresort.com; 104 W Woodin Ave; r from $225; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s)


The plushest place in Chelan, Campbell’s hogs the waterfront along Manson Hwy with its 170 guest rooms, marina, two swimming pools, restaurant, pub and 1200ft stretch of sandy beach. Modern rooms are spotless and have balconies. Rates drop substantially outside summer.





CHELAN WINE COUNTRY

Though it doesn’t get the attention lavished on Walla Walla, the Lake Chelan region holds its own in terms of wine. A decade ago it became Washington’s 11th certified AVA (American Viticultural Area). There are as many as 31 wineries in a region stretching from Chelan to just beyond Manson (find a winery map at www.lakechelanwinevalley.com or any visitor-information office in the area).

Syrah is the big varietal here, but the region produces a good range of both reds and whites.

Tsillan Cellars ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-682-9463; www.tsillancellars.com; 3875 US 97A; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-6pm) has a stunning Tuscan-inspired chateau on a sloping shore over the lake and is a favorite spot for weddings and events. The award-winning wines, however, do not cower under the beautiful scenery – try the reserve Syrah, then stay to dine at upscale, delicious and romantic Sorrento’s Ristorante, the finest restaurant in the region.

Vin du Lac (www.vindulac.com; 105 Hwy 150; tasting $5; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-5pm Wed-Sun) has a worth-the-visit tasting room with flower-filled verandas overlooking the lake. Try its Syrah and Chardonnay or stay longer for lunch, dinner or gourmet snacks.

Hard Row to Hoe (www.hardrow.com; 300 Ivan Morse Rd, Manson; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-5pm, to 6pm Fri & Sat) has a colorful history as a brothel. The wine names follow suit, such as its ‘Good in Bed’ sparkling Sangiovese that’s actually pretty good no matter where you might be.






5Eating


Bear Foods & CreperieCRêPES$

(http://bearfoodsmarket.com; 125 E Woodin Ave; crepes $7-15; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9:30am-2:30pm)


Inside the natural-food market are the locals’ favorite quick bites: sweet and savory crepes (try the hummus, roast pepper and olive), and fresh soups and salads.





VogueCAFE$

(https://chelanvogue.com; 117 E Woodin Ave; snacks from $6; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6:30am-5pm Mon-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat, 7am-noon Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


Putting aside the ubiquitous chai lattes and blueberry muffins, this venerable and popular ‘cafe’ showcases everything from live music (at weekends) and local art to a selection of its own jams and vinaigrettes. It also acts as a popular tasting room for aspiring wine connoisseurs. There’s alfresco seating out front and wi-fi access inside.





[image: icon-top-choice]oSorrento’s RistoranteITALIAN$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-682-9463; www.tsillancellars.com/dining; 3875 US 97A; mains $20-38; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5pm-late daily, plus noon-3pm Sat, 11am-3pm Sun)


Dine at upscale, delicious and romantic Sorrento’s, the finest restaurant in the region, in a sublime winery setting. Take your time and order Italian style, enjoying several courses and paired red.







8Information

Chelan USFS/NPS Ranger Station ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-682-4900; www.fs.usda.gov/detail/okawen/about-forest/offices; 428 W Woodin Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7:45am-4:30pm Mon-Fri) For a wealth of information on Wenatchee National Forest and other protected areas.

Lake Chelan Visitor Center (www.lakechelan.com; 216 E Woodin Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Mon-Sat, 10am-4pm Sun) Tourist information in a flashy downtown building.




8Getting There & Around

Wenatchee-based Link Transit ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-662-1155; www.linktransit.com) provides services between Manson and Wenatchee (1½ hours) via Chelan (15 minutes) on bus 21. One-way fares are $2.50. For those traveling to/from Chelan, buses stop on the south side of Johnson Ave, right next to the local visitor center.

Lake Chelan Boat Company runs the Lady of the Lake II and the Lady Express for trips across Lake Chelan to Lucerne and Stehekin. The dock is located on the south shore, just a mile west of downtown on US 97A.








SOUTH CASCADES

More rounded and less hemmed in than their saw-toothed cousins to the north, the South Cascades are nonetheless higher. Their pinnacle in more ways than one is 14,411ft Mt Rainier, the fifth-highest mountain in the lower 48 and arguably one of the most dramatic stand-alone mountains in the world. Further south, fiery Mt St Helens needs zero introduction, while unsung Adams glowers way off to the east like a sulking middle child.

Most of the South Cascades are protected by an interconnected patchwork of national parks, forests and wilderness areas. The largest and most emblematic is Mt Rainier National Park, inaugurated in 1899, while the most unusual is the Mt St Helens National Volcanic Monument, formed in 1982, two years after the mountain’s eruption.

While development inside the parks is refreshingly light, downhill skiers can find their fix at Crystal Mountain, just outside the limits of Mt Rainier National Park.


Mt Rainier Area

Emblazoned on every Washington license plate and visible throughout much of the western state, Mt Rainier is the contiguous USA’s fifth-highest peak and, in the eyes of many, its most awe-inspiring.

Beneath Rainier’s volatile exterior, even darker forces fester. As an active stratovolcano that recorded its last eruptive activity as recently as 1854, Rainier harnesses untold destructive powers that, if provoked, could threaten downtown Seattle with mudslides and cause tsunamis in Puget Sound. Not surprisingly, the mountain has long been imbued with myth.

The Native Americans called the mountain Tahoma or Tacoma, meaning the ‘mother of waters;’ George Vancouver named it Rainier in honor of his colleague and friend Rear Admiral Peter Rainier; while most Seattleites refer to it reverently as ‘the Mountain’ and forecast the weather by its visibility.

[image: 17-mt-rainier-np-pnw8-jpg]


1Sights & Activities


[image: icon-top-choice]oMt Rainier National ParkNATIONAL PARK

(www.nps.gov/mora; car $30, pedestrian & cyclist $15, 1yr pass $55)


The USA’s fifth-highest peak outside Alaska, majestic Mt Rainier is also one of the country’s most beguiling mountains. Part of a 368-sq-mile national park (inaugurated in 1899), the mountain’s snowcapped summit and forest-covered foothills boast numerous hiking trails, swaths of flower-carpeted meadows and an alluring peak that presents a formidable challenge for aspiring climbers. The park website includes downloadable maps and descriptions of 50 park trails, plus links to current weather and road conditions.





Boulder CaveCAVE

(Hwy 410; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMay-Oct)


Boulder Cave, on the Chinook Scenic Byway, is a rarity in the relatively cave-free terrain of the Pacific Northwest and doubly unique due to its formation through a combination of volcanic and erosive processes.





Mt Rainier Scenic RailroadRAIL

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-492-5588; www.mtrainierrailroad.com; 54124 Mountain Hwy E; adult/child $41/21; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMay-Sep)


Ride a steam train through the forest and along the Nisqually River from the little town of Elbe to the equally small town of Mineral. Peek into the Mt Rainier Railroad & Logging Museum at the end.







4Sleeping


Park CampsitesCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-365-2267; www.nps.gov/mora; campsites $20)


Reservations at park campsites are strongly advised during the summer months, and can be made up to two months in advance by phone or online.







8Getting There & Away

For the most part you’re best off driving yourself, but there are also tour options out of Seattle. For information on road closures, call park headquarters on [image: icon-phonegif]%360-569-2211.




Nisqually Entrance

[image: icon-phonegif]%360

This southwestern portion of Mt Rainier National Park is its most developed (and hence most visited) corner. Here you’ll find the park’s only lodging, the only year-round access road and the gateway settlements of Ashford and Copper Creek, which offer plenty of useful park-related facilities and lodging.

The park can be massively busy on summer weekends, so visit on a weekday if you can, or arrive early to avoid waiting in line at the entrance station.


1Sights

Hwy 706 enters the park about 1½ hours’ drive southeast of Seattle, just past Ashford and adjacent to the Nisqually River. After the entry tollbooth, a well-paved road continues east, offering the first good views of Mt Rainier – weather permitting – a few miles further on at Kautz Creek.

At the 7-mile mark you’ll pass Longmire, the park’s first orientation point, replete with lodging, food and hiking trailheads. From here the road climbs steeply for 12 miles, passing numerous hairpin turns and viewpoints until it emerges at the elevated alpine meadows of Paradise, where you’ll find the area’s biggest and best information center–museum.


[image: icon-top-choice]oParadiseAREA

(Paradise Valley Rd)


Home to numerous trailheads and the starting point for most summit hikes, Paradise also holds the iconic Paradise Inn (built in 1916) and the massive, informative Henry M Jackson Visitor Center, where a cutting-edge museum has hands-on exhibits on everything from flora to glacier formation, and shows a must-see 21-minute film entitled Mount Rainier: Restless Giant. Park naturalists lead free interpretive hikes from the visitor center daily in summer, and snowshoe walks on winter weekends.





Longmire Information Center & MuseumHISTORIC BUILDING

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-569-6575; Hwy 706, Longmire; [image: icon-hoursgif]hmuseum 9am-4:30pm year-round, info center May-Oct) [image: icon-free]F


The tiny, free Longmire Museum describes the history of Longmire, originally the park’s headquarters. James Longmire first came here in 1883 and noticed the hot mineral springs that bubbled up in a lovely meadow opposite the present-day National Park Inn. The next year he established Longmire’s Medicinal Springs, and in 1890 he built the Longmire Springs Hotel. Across from the museum is a Wilderness Information Center (closed in winter).







2Activities


Climbing

Though it’s an iconic peak to bag, climbing Rainier is no picnic; old hands liken it to running a marathon in thin air with crampons stuck to your shoes. Approximately 9000 people attempt it annually, but only half of them make it to the top.

Mt Rainier was first climbed in 1870 by Hazard Stevens and PB Van Trump. The most popular route starts at Paradise and involves a brief night’s rest at Camp Muir before you rise between midnight and 2am to don crampons and ropes for the climb over Disappointment Cleaver and the Ingraham Glacier to the summit. All climbers going higher than Camp Muir must register at the Paradise Ranger Station next to the Henry M Jackson Visitor Center. Excellent four-day guided ascents are led by Rainier Mountaineering Inc ([image: icon-phonegif]%888-892-5462; www.rmiguides.com; 30027 Hwy 706 E, Ashford; 4-day climb $1163).




Cross-Country Skiing

During winter the road is generally plowed as far as Paradise, and people take to the trails on cross-country skis and snowshoes. The Longmire General Store has trail information.




Hiking

Rainier’s textbook long-distance hike is the 93-mile Wonderland Trail, which completely circumnavigates the mountain with a cumulative elevation gain of 21,400ft. Longmire is its most popular starting point, with the majority of hikers tackling the route over 10 to 12 days in a clockwise direction in July or August. There are 18 backcountry campsites en route.


For a shorter hike from Longmire you can test your mettle on the precipitous Eagle Peak Trail, a steep 7.2-mile out-and-back hike. A more laid-back look at some old-growth forest and pastoral meadows is available on the signposted Trail of the Shadows Loop, a 0.8-mile trail that begins across the road from the museum and is wheelchair accessible for the first 0.4 miles.

Paradise, situated at 5400ft, has a much shorter hiking season than Longmire (snow can persist into late June), but its wildflower pastiche, which includes avalanche lilies, western anemones, lupines, mountain bog gentians and paintbrushes, makes the experience spectacular.

The Paradise area is crisscrossed with trails of all types and standards, some good for a short stroll (with the kids), others the realm of more serious hikers. To get a close-up of the Nisqually Glacier, follow the 1.2-mile Nisqually Vista Trail. For something more substantial hike the 5-mile Skyline Trail.

Intrepid day hikers can continue up the mountain from Panorama Point via the Pebble Creek Trail to the permanent snowfield track that leads to Camp Muir, the main overnight bivouac spot for climbing parties. At 10,000ft, this hike is not to be undertaken lightly. Take sufficient clothing, and load up with a good supply of food and water.






TTours


Tours NorthwestBUS

([image: icon-phonegif]%888-293-1404; www.toursnorthwest.com; 10hr tour $154; [image: icon-hoursgif]hlate Apr-Nov)


One of the more economical tours brings you up the mountain in a 24-seat bus with options to do as you like and hike more or less according to your ability. Park fees are included, but lunch is not.





EverGreen EscapesBUS

([image: icon-phonegif]%866-203-7603; www.evergreenescapes.com; 10hr tour $239; [image: icon-hoursgif]hdaily Apr-Oct, limited tours Nov-Mar)


This company offers day tours of Mt Rainier from Seattle (they’ll pick you up at your hotel). Group size is limited to 10 people; tours include all park fees, a gourmet lunch, and morning and afternoon tea with snacks. Open year-round; expect to strap on snowshoes (included) in winter months.







4Sleeping


Whittaker’s Motel & BunkhouseHOSTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-569-2439; www.whittakersbunkhouse.com; 30205 SR 706 E, Ashford; dm $40, d $90-145; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


Part of Rainier’s ‘furniture,’ Whittaker’s is the home base of legendary Northwestern climber Lou Whittaker, who first summited the mountain at the age of 19 and has guided countless adventurers to the top in the years since. Down-to-earth and comfortable, this place has a good old-fashioned youth-hostel feel, with cheap sleeps available in six-bed dorms.





Cougar Rock CampgroundCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-569-2211; http://visitrainier.com/cougar-rock-campground; campsites $20; [image: icon-hoursgif]hlate May–mid-Oct)


Cougar Rock, 2.3 miles north of Longmire on the way to Paradise, has 173 individual campsites and flush toilets. Rangers lead campfire talks on summer evenings. Reservations (available at recreation.gov) recommended in summer.





[image: icon-top-choice]oParadise InnHISTORIC HOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-569-2275; Paradise; r with/without bath from $182/123; [image: icon-hoursgif]hmid-May–Oct; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n)


Designed to blend in with the environment and constructed almost entirely of local materials, including the exposed cedar logs in the Great Room, the historic Paradise Inn (1916) was an early blueprint for National Park–rustic architecture. Following a two-year, $30-million, earthquake-withstanding revamp, the smallish rooms retain their close-to-the-wilderness essence, while the communal areas are nothing short of regal.





Nisqually LodgeMOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%888-674-3554, 360-569-8804; http://whitepasstravel.com/nisqually; 31609 SR 706 E, Ashford; r from $200; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


With an expansive lobby complete with crackling fireplace and huge, well-stocked rooms, this lodge is far plusher than an average motel. The outdoor Jacuzzi, simple help-yourself breakfast and easy access to the park pretty much seal the deal.





National Park InnINN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-569-2275; Hwy 706, Longmire; r with/without bath from $203/138; [image: icon-acongif]a)


The National Park Inn, parts of which date from 1911, goes out of its way to be rustic, with no TVs or telephones and small yet cozy facilities. But who needs cable when you’ve got fine service, fantastic surroundings, and complimentary afternoon tea and scones served in the comfortable dining room? Reserve in summer.







5Eating


Whittaker’s Café & EspressoCAFE$

(www.whittakersbunkhouse.com/cafe; 30205 SR 706 E, Ashford; breakfast from $3; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6:45am-8pm, weekends only winter)


If you’ve ever pondered huckleberry ice cream for breakfast (why not?), this is the place for it. The cute little cafe attached to a bunkhouse also serves good coffee, breakfast burritos and breakfast sandwiches.





[image: icon-top-choice]oCopper Creek InnAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-569-2326; www.coppercreekinn.com; 35707 SR 706 E, Ashford; breakfast $9-14, burgers $11-15, dinner mains $12-28; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-8pm Mon-Fri, 8am-9pm Sat, 8am-8pm Sun, opens earlier summer)


Forget the historic inns. This is one of the state’s great rural restaurants, and breakfast is an absolute must if you’re heading off for a lengthy hike inside the park. Situated just outside the Nisqually entrance, the Copper Creek has been knocking out pancakes, wild-blackberry pie and its own home-roasted coffee since 1946.





National Park InnAMERICAN$$

(Longmire; dinner mains $19-28; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-7:30pm, to 8:30pm Fri & Sat) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Hearty hiking fare is served at this homely inn-restaurant and – in the absence of competition – it’s surprisingly good. Try the cedar-plank trout or the braised elk pie, and don’t miss the huge blackberry cobbler with ice cream that will fuel you up for a good 2-mile hike along the Wonderland Trail (which starts just outside the door).







8Information

In Longmire, the museum can field basic questions.

Henry M Jackson Visitor Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-569-6571; Paradise; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm daily May-Oct, Sat & Sun Nov-Apr) The best and biggest visitor center for Mt Rainier.

Ashford Visitor Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%877-617-9950; 30027 SR 706, Ashford; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9:30am-6pm Jun-Sep, to 5pm Fri-Sun Oct-May) The best source of information outside the park. Located 6 miles before the Nisqually entrance; has a shop, maps, leaflets and helpful staff.

Longmire General Store ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-569-2275; https://visitrainier.com/longmire-general-store; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-6pm Sat & Sun Thanksgiving-Apr, 10am-5pm rest of year) Originally a 1911 hiker hut, this general store has trail maps and information about cross-country skiing.




8Getting There & Away

Budget cuts forced the National Park shuttle between Longmire and Paradise to stop running, so you’ll need your own vehicle to get here. Expect to wait in line at the entrance on summer weekends.






Ohanapecosh Entrance

[image: icon-phonegif]%360

Just 12 miles east of the small settlement of Packwood, on US 12, is the Steven’s Canyon entrance, leading to the Ohanapecosh (o-ha-nuh-peh-kosh) area in the park’s southeastern corner. Shoehorned between Mt Rainier and its two southern neighbors, Mt St Helens and Mt Adams, Ohanapecosh is a good base for travelers who want to visit two or more of the mountains. The roads beyond the Ohanapecosh campground and visitor center, however, are generally closed in the winter due to snow, making it less accessible than Nisqually.


2Activities


Grove of the Patriarchs TrailHIKING

(Stevens Canyon Rd)


Starting off Hwy 123 just north of the Ohanapecosh Visitor Center, this 1.5-mile trail is one of the park’s most popular short hikes and explores a small island (the grove) in the middle of the Ohanapecosh River replete with soaring Douglas fir, cedar and hemlock trees, some of which are over 1000 years old.





White Pass Ski AreaSKIING

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-672-3100; www.skiwhitepass.com; 48935 US 12, White Pass; day pass adult/child $69/49)


A small ski area with a view of Mt Rainier, accommodations at the base, and a mid-mountain lodge for refreshments.







4Sleeping & Eating


Cowlitz River LodgeMOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%888-305-2185, 360-494-4444; http://whitepasstravel.com/cowlitzriverlodge; US 12, cnr Skate Creek Rd, Packwood; r from $130; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Probably the most convenient accommodations for both Mt Rainier and Mt St Helens, the Cowlitz is the sister motel to Ashford’s Nisqually Lodge and offers 32 above-average motel rooms along with the obligatory outdoor Jacuzzi.





Ohanapecosh CampgroundCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-494-2229; Hwy 123; campsites $20; [image: icon-hoursgif]hclosed Oct-May)


Near the visitor center, this NPS facility has 188 campsites and flush toilets. Rangers lead campfire talks on summer evenings.





Hotel PackwoodHOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-494-5431; www.packwoodwa.com/Hotel%20Packwood.htm; 104 Main St, Packwood; r $38-55; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


A frontier-style hotel with a wraparound veranda, the Packwood ain’t fancy, but it’s authentic – and at this price, who can argue? There are nine varied rooms in the renovated 1912 establishment, two of which can accommodate four people. There’s also free wi-fi, free coffee and the odd elk roaming the grounds.





White Pass Village InnCONDO$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-672-3131; www.staywhitepass.com; 48933 US 12, White Pass; studios from $100; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s)


Adjacent to the White Pass Ski Area, this condo complex is open year-round, meaning it’s also good for sorties into Mt Rainier National Park (12 miles away). Condo sizes range from studio to deluxe, and all have kitchenettes and private bathrooms. The outdoor pool is heated to spa temperatures in the winter, and there’s a store and laundry next door.





Mountain Goat CoffeeCAFE$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-494-5600; 105 E Main St, Packwood; pastries from $2; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-5pm)


While cops eat doughnuts, park rangers seem to prefer muffins. Stop in at this cozy morning spot for the best coffee in town (they roast their own beans), baked goods and perhaps an informative chat with a friendly, khaki-clad officer. Show up early, though: the pastries often sell out before noon.







8Information

Destination Packwood ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-492-7365; www.destinationpackwood.com; 12990 Hwy 12; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-3pm Mon, Tue & Thu-Sat, 11am-3pm Sun, daily hours Jun-Aug) A good source of information for the surrounding area.

Ohanapecosh Visitor Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-569-6581; Hwy 123; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Jun–mid-Oct) At the park’s southeastern corner on Hwy 123. The displays here focus on tree identification and the local old-growth forest. Rangers also offer information on hiking trails.




8Getting There & Away

You’ll need your own car to get into the park. Reach the entrance via US 12 (aka the White Pass Scenic Byway) just east of Packwood. Within the park, Cayuse Pass (Hwy 123) is generally open late May through early October.






White River Entrance

[image: icon-phonegif]%360

Mt Rainier’s northeastern entrance leads to the Sunrise area, which at 6400ft is the highest point in the park that you can reach by car. Thanks to the elevation, the summer season is particularly short here and snow can linger well into July. The area is also noticeably drier than at Paradise, resulting in an interesting variety of subalpine vegetation, including masses of wildflowers once the snow melts.

The views from Sunrise are famously spectacular. Aside from stunning close-ups of Mt Rainier itself, you can also, quite literally, watch the weather roll in over the distant peaks of Mts Baker and Adams. Similarly impressive is the glistening Emmons Glacier, which, at 4 sq miles, is the largest glacier in the contiguous USA.

While the crowds can be thick in summer, the lack of tour buses here makes it substantially quieter than Paradise.


2Activities

A trailhead directly across the parking lot from the Sunrise Day Lodge cafeteria provides access to the Emmons Vista, with good views of Mt Rainier, Little Tahoma Peak and the Emmons Glacier. Nearby, get views over the big three – Mt Rainier, Mt Baker and Mt Adams – along the 1-mile Sourdough Ridge Trail (Sunrise Park Rd, Sunrise; [image: icon-hoursgif]hlate Jun-Sep). Along the way enjoy the pristine subalpine meadows.

To get to the Emmons Glacier, you’ll need to set off from White River Campground, 13 miles by road from Sunrise. Look out for both mountain goats and mountain climbers ascending the Inter Glacier as you track west along the Glacier Basin Trail. The official overlook is about 1 mile from the campground along a spur path to the left.




4Sleeping & Eating


White River CampgroundCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-663-2273; White River Rd; campsites $20; [image: icon-hoursgif]hlate Jun–mid-Sep)


This 112-site campground not far past the White River entrance to the park has flush toilets, drinking water and crowded, though not unpleasant, camping spaces.





Sunrise Day LodgeCAFETERIA$

(Sunrise Park Rd, Sunrise; mains $6-12; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-7pm Jul & Aug, 11am-3pm Sat & Sun Sep)


As it’s the only eating joint within a 30-mile radius, Sunrise’s posthike chili can look pretty appetizing. There’s not a lot else here apart from hot dogs and hamburgers, and there’s no overnight accommodations.







8Information

Sunrise Visitor Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-663-2425; www.nps.gov/mora/planyourvisit/sunrise.htm; Sunrise Park Rd, Sunrise; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm Jul–mid-Sep)

Wilderness Information Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-569-6670; Sunrise Park Rd; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7:30am-5pm late May-Sep) Dispenses backcountry permits and hiking information.




8Getting There & Away

You’ll need your own car to get here. The White River entrance is off Hwy 410, the Chinook Scenic Byway. Sunrise is 14 miles past the entrance, at the end of Sunrise Park Rd. The road is usually closed from mid-October through late June.






Carbon River Entrance

[image: icon-phonegif]%360

The park’s northwestern entrance is its most isolated and undeveloped corner, even more so these days since the road past the entrance washed out in 2006 and became open to foot and bicycle traffic only. (Cyclists can go as far as Ipsut Creek Campground, after which point it’s hikers only.) It may be less visited than other corners of the park, but it’s no less magnificent.

Named for its coal deposits, Carbon River is the park’s wettest region and protects one of the few remaining inland temperate rainforests in the contiguous USA. Dense, green and cloaked in moss, this wilderness can be explored via a handful of trails off Carbon River Rd.


2Activities

To experience the rare thrill of walking inside a thick-canopied temperate rainforest, venture out on the 0.3-mile Rainforest Trail, just inside the park entrance. The trail loops via a raised boardwalk past huge-leafed ferns and giant, dripping trees.

The 3520ft snout of the Carbon Glacier can be accessed via a trail that starts at the park entrance and proceeds 8.5 miles to a constructed overlook. Hikers are warned not to approach the glacier, as rockfall from its surface is unpredictable and dangerous. This hike is technically part of the longer Wonderland Trail.

For close-up mountain views and various hikes, head for Mowich Lake along the road that branches south a few miles outside the park entrance. Mowich is Rainier’s largest lake and usually snowed in from November to early July – bring your snowshoes or cross-country skis.

From Mowich Lake, an extremely popular trail heads south and passes Spray Falls on its way to Spray Park, flush with wildflowers late in summer. It’s almost 3 miles to Spray Park, but, with numerous steep switchbacks above the falls, the trail is far from easy.




4Sleeping


Ipsut Creek CampgroundCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-829-5127; Carbon River Rd; camping free; [image: icon-hoursgif]hyear-round, weather permitting)


This campground is a 5-mile hike or cycle from the park entrance along the old (now closed) Carbon River Rd. It has 12 campsites and one group site. There are pit toilets but no drinking water. It’s considered a backcountry site, so stop at the ranger station by the entrance to collect an overnight camping permit (free; first come, first served).







8Information

Carbon River Ranger Station & Wilderness Information Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-829-9639; Carbon River Rd; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7:30am-5pm Jun-Sep, limited hours Mar-May) Permits for backcountry camping and north-side climbs.




8Getting There & Away

The entrance is at the end of Carbon River Rd, off Hwy 165. The road past the Carbon River entrance gate is open to bicycles and foot traffic only; it’s usually accessible late March to September.

You’ll need your own car – preferably one with plenty of clearance – to get to Mowich Lake; stay on Hwy 165 where the Carbon River Rd branches east. Mowich Lake Rd is closed in winter (usually November to early July).








Crystal Mountain

[image: icon-phonegif]%360

Just outside the northeastern corner of Mt Rainier National Park lies Crystal Mountain Resort (www.skicrystal.com; 33914 Crystal Mountain Blvd; lift tickets adult/child $79/59; [image: icon-familygif]c), Washington’s largest ski area. This is the state’s only classic ski ‘resort,’ with various overnight accommodations at the base. But Crystal is close enough to Seattle and Tacoma that it still functions primarily as a day-use area. All levels of skiers will find their happiness at this large resort, from beginners to backcountry adventurers.


SKIING IN WASHINGTON

Despite taunts from Rocky Mountain purists who compare Washington’s snow to ‘wet concrete,’ the state maintains a dozen excellent downhill-skiing areas. Those with an aversion to crowds will be doubly impressed. Only one of the centers (Crystal Mountain) is classed as a resort, and it’s tiny compared to Aspen or Whistler. Here’s a quick précis of what’s on offer.

Crystal Mountain The largest ski area in Washington and the state’s only destination ‘resort’ tops out at 7000ft. A huge variety of terrain and a small ski village are complemented by killer Mt Rainier views.

Summit at Snoqualmie The closest ski area to Seattle, it also has the largest floodlit ski network in the US.

49 Degrees North This 2350-acre ski area in northeast Washington is among the state’s largest – yet it’s still quiet. The accessible terrain gets big votes from families.

Mt Baker Rugged, unfussy and legendary among snowboarders, Baker gets twice as much annual snow (650in) as other resorts. Its advanced terrain offers some white-knuckle backcountry options.

Mission Ridge Situated 12 miles southwest of Wenatchee, Mission is celebrated for its light, fluffy powder and 300-plus days of annual sunshine.

Stevens Pass Established in 1937, Stevens is a day ski area popular with Seattleites. Uniquely, its facilities are powered entirely by wind.

Loup Loup Just east of Winthrop, this small 550-acre ski bowl is economical and safe, and has almost no lines. Great for first-timers.

Hurricane Ridge This tiny ski center just inside Olympic National Park has three Poma/rope-tow lifts, and great deals on tickets for kids.

White Pass A laid-back, less frenetic alternative to nearby Crystal Mountain that spawned the legendary Mahre brothers (gold and silver slalom medalists in the 1984 Winter Olympics).

Mt Spokane Only 28 miles east of Spokane, this is the nearest ski area to a large population center. Learning to ski? Look no further.

Leavenworth Ski Hill A tiny facility renowned for its ski-jumping opportunities.




4Sleeping


Alta Crystal ResortRESORT$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-663-2500; www.altacrystalresort.com; 68317 Hwy 410 E, Greenwater; 2-person ste from $230; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s[image: icon-petgif]#)


This resort is popular year-round thanks to its proximity to Crystal Mountain ski resort (winter) and Mt Rainier National Park’s Sunrise Day Lodge Cafeteria and trailheads (summer). It’s one of the area’s plushest accommodations (though it’s technically outside the park). Encased in 22 wooded acres and bisected by Deep Creek, it consists of 23 suites surrounding a pool and Jacuzzi.





Alpine InnHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-663-2262; www.crystalhotels.com; 33818 Crystal Mountain Blvd; r from $130; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Run by Crystal Mountain Hotels, this Bavarian-style inn looks as if it was dragged across from kitschy Leavenworth on the other side of the Wenatchee National Forest – in 1975. Cozy, comfortable and playing deftly on its European image, the inn boasts a restaurant, a bar and a ski-snowboard shop. Its proximity to the gondola makes the location hard to beat.





Silver Skis ChaletCONDO$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-663-2558; www.silverskischalet.com; condos per night from $250; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Sixty privately owned condos are rented through this system, and there’s a huge variety so you’re bound to find something perfect – especially for groups.







8Getting There & Away

On weekdays when the ski lifts are operating, Seattle Ski Shuttle (http://seattleskishuttle.com; return incl lift ticket $135) offers services to Crystal Mountain from Seattle as well as once-a-week runs from Olympia, Bremerton and Tacoma.






Mt St Helens

Mt St Helens is a sobering lesson in taking nothing for granted, even the ground beneath your feet. The magnitude of the mountain’s eruption on May 18, 1980, surprised everyone – scientists included. An earthquake of 5.1 on the Richter scale led to the largest landslide in recorded history, burying 230 sq miles of forest under 540 million tons of volcanic rock and ash. In all, 57 people died. When the smoke lifted, St Helens had a new mile-wide crater on its northern side and had lost 1300ft in height.

Congress created the 172-sq-mile Mt St Helens National Volcanic Monument in 1982, less to protect recreational areas than to study the posteruption renewal. Visitors can gaze at the landslide’s path, then, at the Johnston Ridge Observatory, learn all about what happened. Nature is actively recovering here, but the devastation is still hauntingly evident. It’s a sight not to be missed.

[image: 17-mt-st-helens-pnw8-jpg]


1Sights


[image: icon-top-choice]oApe CaveCAVE

(www.fs.usda.gov; [image: icon-hoursgif]hyear-round) [image: icon-free]F


Ape Cave is a 2-mile-long lava tube formed 2000 years ago by a lava flow that followed a deep watercourse. It’s the longest lava tube in the western hemisphere. Hikers can walk and scramble on either the 0.8-mile Lower Ape Cave Trail or the 1.5-mile Upper Ape Cave Trail, which requires some navigating over rock piles and through narrower passages. A Northwest Forest Pass ($30/5 per year/day) is required to park at the trailhead.





Windy Ridge ViewpointVIEWPOINT

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-449-7800; www.fs.usda.gov; Forest Rd 99, Cougar; per vehicle $5, with NW Forest Pass free; [image: icon-hoursgif]hlate Jun-Nov)


Windy Ridge Viewpoint is a highlight of the remote eastside entrance to Mt St Helens. Here visitors get a palpable, if eerie, sense of the destruction wrought by the 1980 blast, with felled forests, desolate mountain slopes and the surreal sight of tree-clogged Spirit Lake, once one of the premier resorts in the South Cascades. There are toilets and a snack bar at the parking lot. Forest Pass available online or from ranger stations.





Mt St Helens Silver Lake Visitor CenterMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-274-0962; https://parks.state.wa.us/245/Mount-St-Helens; 3029 Spirit Lake Hwy; adult/child $5/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-4pm Mar–mid-May & mid-Sep–Oct, to 5pm mid-May–mid-Sep, 9am-4pm Thu-Mon Nov-Feb; [image: icon-familygif]c) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Situated 5 miles east of Castle Rock, this center is the best introduction to Mt St Helens National Volcanic Monument. There’s a classic film and various exhibits, including a mock-up of the volcano where you can duck beneath the cone for displays on the subterranean workings of the mountain. Outside is the 1-mile Silver Lake Wetlands Trail.





Johnston Ridge ObservatoryOBSERVATORY

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-274-2140; www.fs.usda.gov; 24000 Spirit Lake Hwy; day use $8; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm mid-May–Oct)


Situated at the end of Hwy 504 and looking directly into the mouth of the Mt St Helens crater, the observatory has exhibits that depict the geologic events surrounding the 1980 blast and how they advanced the science of volcano forecasting and monitoring. The paved 1-mile round-trip Eruption Trail offers once-in-a-lifetime views toward the crater.





MAY 18, 1980: MT ST HELENS ERUPTS

Where were you on May 18, 1980, when Mt St Helens blew its top? Those who lived nearby remember it as an unusually clear spring day, quickly darkened by a humongous black cloud. But first there was a loud bang. One of St Helens’ most perplexing riddles was the noise – or lack of it. People in the mountain’s vicinity (the ‘quiet zone’) claim they heard nothing, whereas people as far away as Vancouver, Canada, jumped out of their seats. Another curiosity was the dust fallout. Due to prevailing winds from the west, the major population centers of Seattle and Portland avoided any choking smog. Instead, the huge volcanic cloud drifted east, cloaking Yakima in 5in of dust and bringing darkness at noon to Spokane. Later on, dust was reported as far away as Minnesota and within two weeks it had circled the globe.

Though scientists had known an eruption on St Helens was imminent, few had predicted its magnitude. The loss of comparatively few lives (57) was partly down to luck. First, the eruption happened on a Sunday, when the mountain’s logging parties were on weekend vacation. Second, it happened at 8:32am, 90 minutes before an army of homeowners was due to be let into the restricted ‘red zone’ to pick up their possessions (the area had been evacuated two weeks earlier in anticipation of an imminent eruption). In fact, only four people were inside the restricted zone at the time of the explosion: Harry Truman, the stubborn 83-year-old proprietor of the Spirit Lake Lodge; David Johnston, a US Geographical Survey volcanologist; and two further amateur volcanologists. All perished. The blast and subsequent landslide also claimed 7000 animals, 40,000 salmon, 47 bridges and over 185 miles of highway. The federal government was left with a bill for over $2.7 billion in today’s prices.






2Activities

In addition to climbing to the summit, there are plenty of other hikes on and around Mt St Helens. Ask a ranger at Silver Lake Visitor Center to direct you to the best trail for the weather and the distance you want to tackle – they’ll also provide basic trail maps, but you should always carry a detailed topo map as well. Suggested hikes include a circumnavigation of Coldwater Lake on the 9-mile Lakes Trail/Coldwater Trail (hikes 211 and 230), through an area of forest blow-down and developing shrubs (with 2500ft of ascent, the trail is graded ‘difficult’); and the Truman Trail (hike 207), named after Harry Truman (not the president), who perished in the eruption, leading from the Windy Ridge viewpoint through pumice fields and wildflower fields for 5.7 miles. The 2.5-mile Hummocks Trail (hike 229) is a good choice when the upper areas haven’t yet opened for summer; it loops around mounds of volcanic debris (called hummocks) as well as along the Toutle River for spectacular views of the mountain.


Mt St Helens’ version of Mt Rainier’s Wonderland Trail is the rugged 30-mile Loowit Trail (hike 216), which circumnavigates the volcano, crossing numerous ecosystems. Winter storms can affect trail quality here, so inquire at Silver Lake Visitor Center before setting out.


CLIMBING MT ST HELENS

Yes, you can climb right up to the rim of an active volcano. Although no technical climbing abilities are needed, this hike is not your average walk in the park – depending on the time of year, it’s either 10 or 12 miles round trip, with a huge amount of elevation gain and some tricky footing at the top. But the effort is rewarded with incredible views of surrounding mountain peaks, Spirit Lake and miles of volcano-scarred forest.

Due to Mt St Helens’ delicate volcanic state, climbers must obtain a permit to ascend the peak from the Mt St Helens Institute. Permits can be purchased online starting mid-March and cost $15 per climber per day April to October (a limited number of permits are issued per day), plus a $6 reservation fee. From November to March, permits are free and self-issued at the trailhead.

Two routes go up to the rim: the 12-mile round-trip winter route, starting from Marble Mountain Sno-Park; and the 10-mile summer route along Monitor Ridge, starting from Climbers Bivouac.

Many summit-seekers camp by the trailhead at Climbers Bivouac the night before climbing. The bivouac is situated 14 miles northeast of Cougar at the end of USFS Rd 830 (a narrow gravel road that spurs off USFS Rd 83 at Cougar Sno-Park). From here, the Monitor Ridge Trail (hike 216A) ascends 1100ft in 2.3 miles to reach the timberline, from where you must scramble 5 miles over lava chunks and loose pumice fields to reach the summit cliffs. The winter Worm Flow Ridge Trail snakes its way along the lava-flow ridge, gaining 5699ft of elevation in 6 miles.

Allow eight to 12 hours to make the round trip. Parking at Climbers Bivouac requires a National Forest Recreation Day Pass ($5), available online at www.discovernw.org or at forest-service offices and some outdoor stores.

The Mt St Helens Institute offers guided climbs from late June to mid-September from $245 per person.






TTours


Eco Tours of OregonCULTURAL

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-475-0226; www.ecotours-of-oregon.com; $129)


This organization offers interpretive tours led by naturalists for up to 30 people. The all-day tour leaves from Portland (they’ll pick you up at your hotel) at 9am and makes several stops around the volcano, including Silver Lake Visitor Center, the Coldwater Lake recreation area (www.fs.usda.gov; [image: icon-hoursgif]hyear-round) and Johnston Ridge Observatory.







4Sleeping


Seaquest State ParkCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%888-226-7688, 206-274-8633; 3030 Spirit Lake Hwy; campsites/RV sites $27/40, yurts winter/summer $45/69; [image: icon-hoursgif]hyear-round; [image: icon-petgif]#)


Directly across from the entrance to the Mt St Helens Silver Lake Visitor Center, Seaquest has 88 wooded campsites, including a separate hiker-cyclist camp area (sites $12), with flush toilets and showers. There are also five yurts, one pet-friendly.





Eco Park ResortCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-274-7007; www.ecoparkresort.com; 14000 Spirit Lake Hwy, Toutle; campsites $25, 6-person yurts $95, cabins $150; [image: icon-petgif]#)


The closest full-service accommodations to the blast zone offers campsites and RV hookups, basic two- or four-person cabins and a yurt that sleeps six. Reservations are required. There’s also a cafe-restaurant. The resort is owned by the family whose Spirit Lake Lodge was swept away by the 1980 eruption.





Lone Fir Resort & CaféMOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-238-5210; www.lonefirresort.com; 16806 Lewis River Rd; tent/RV sites $30/41, r from $130, cabins from $203; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-swimkgif]s)


There’s not a lot to choose from on Mt St Helens’ south side in the noncamping genre, so thank your lucky stars that this place, in the rather lonesome settlement of Cougar, backs up its RV park with a pleasantly sited motel, cafe (pizzas and burgers, mainly) and swimming pool. Rustic’s the word.





Blue Heron ChateauINN$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-274-9595; www.blueheronchateau.com; 2846 Hwy 504; d from $250; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


A welcome B&B in an accommodation-light area, the Blue Heron offers seven rooms, including a Jacuzzi suite, in a large house almost opposite the Silver Lake Visitor Center on Hwy 504. Rooms are clean if unspectacular, but the views of Silver Lake and Mt St Helens – weather permitting – are spellbinding.







5Eating


Cougar GrillAMERICAN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%360-238-5252; 16849 Lewis River Rd, Cougar; mains $10-17; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-9pm Mon-Thu, to 10pm Fri, 8am-10pm Sat & Sun)


Before or after your hike, load up with a green-chili Cougar Burger or a slab of chicken-fried steak smothered in gravy at this divey little roadside cafe, the only game in town. What better way to reward yourself for slogging your way to the summit than a burger and a cold beer?





Fire Mountain GrillAMERICAN$

(http://fmgrill.com; 9440 Spirit Lake Hwy, Toutle; mains $10-16; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-8pm)


A typical American grill menu of burgers, fish-and-chips, salads and steaks is enhanced here by its unexpectedness (there’s nothing else for miles around), plus great views and a locally famous fruit cobbler for dessert.







8Information

Mt St Helens National Volcanic Monument Headquarters ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-449-7800; www.fs.usda.gov; 42218 NE Yale Bridge Rd, Amboy; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-4pm Mon-Fri) On Hwy 503, 16 miles southeast of Cougar, this office sells maps, passes and permits.

Mt St Helens Institute ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-449-7883; www.mshinstitute.org; 42218 NE Yale Bridge Rd, Amboy) Nonprofit dedicated to everything Mt St Helens. It also takes care of permits if you want to climb the mountain.

Apes’ Headquarters ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-449-7800; Forest Rd 8303; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm mid-Jun–early Sep) A summer-only visitor center near the Ape Cave trail.




8Getting There & Away

There’s no public transport to Mt St Helens unless you join an organized tour. The easiest car access is along Hwy 504, which branches east from I-5 at Castle Rock. Be sure to check weather conditions and road closures locally, as many of the access roads are closed in winter.


GETTING INTO MT ST HELENS NATIONAL VOLCANIC MONUMENT

There are three entrances to this uniquely beautiful mountain: the main ‘westside’ entrance via Johnston Ridge Observatory from Castle Rock on Hwy 504 (partially closed in winter); a well-trodden ‘southside’ entrance via the town of Cougar from Hwy 503 to Forest Rd 83 (usually year-round); and the remote ‘eastside’ entrance from Forest Rd 99 off Forest Rd 25, south of Randle (closed in winter). Be sure to check road conditions before heading out.

Note that while the southside and eastside entrance roads link up (but only in the summer months when the passes are open), the westside access road ends shortly after the Johnston Ridge Observatory, so it’s impossible to drive a loop around the mountain. There is also no public transportation to Mt St Helens unless you take an organized tour.

For more information, visit www.fs.fed.us/gpnf. The entrance fee for the Mt St Helens National Volcanic Monument is $8, payable at park entrances. (An annual Northwest Forest Pass will also get you in.)








Mt Adams

Adams is often called the state’s forgotten peak, the second tallest of Washington’s Cascades but a mountain that has long been overshadowed by Rainier’s height and St Helens’ explosive power. Nonetheless, Adams remains an impressive mountain; the lack of a major glacier on its south side allows for nontechnical ascent options for aspiring peak-baggers. On its lower slopes Adams is renowned for the juicy huckleberries and pretty wildflowers that fill its grassy alpine meadows during a short but intense summer season.

The South Climb of Mt Adams is a nontechnical slog up a glacier, but it still requires good physical conditioning (there’s a 6700ft elevation gain) and basic climbing gear: ice axes, trekking poles, and crampons or microspikes. The easiest approach (grade II) is from the south, via Cold Springs Campground, and up the South Spur to the summit. The climb is best between May and August.


Anyone hiking above 7000ft needs a Cascade Volcano Pass from May through September ($10 weekdays, $15 Friday to Sunday). Pick them up at the Mt Adams Ranger Station in Trout Lake or at the Cowlitz Valley Ranger Station in Randle. Drivers will need a Northwest Forest Pass – available online (www.fs.usda.gov) or from ranger stations – to park at trailheads.


4Sleeping & Eating


Takhlakh Lake CampgroundCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-395-3400; www.recreation.gov; Forest Rd 23; campsites $18-30)


Fifty-four campsites with running water and pit toilets are situated here, 25 miles north of Trout Lake on USFS Rd 23.





Trout Lake Cozy CabinsCABIN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-395-2068; www.troutlakecozycabins.com; 2291 Hwy 141; cabins $99-179; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


A mile south of Trout Lake on Hwy 141 are five beautifully presented cabins in the woods, in the shadow of snow-sprinkled Mt Adams. Wonderfully landscaped and amply equipped with kitchen, bathroom, wood stove and Jacuzzi, they will make you let out a deep ‘aaah.’ Outdoor barbecue grills are available.





[image: icon-top-choice]oTrout Lake Country InnAMERICAN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-395-3667; 15 Guler Rd, Trout Lake; mains $8-16; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-9pm Thu-Mon)


It calls itself a true honky-tonk and that’s exactly what this Wild West, bluegrass band–playing, creaky wood floor–stomping, roast-chicken-with-a-side-of-pataters restaurant is. It’s rare to find this much fun and American character so far out in the woods – with a view of Mt Adams, no less!







8Information

Mt Adams Ranger District USFS Office ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-395-3402; 2455 Hwy 141, Trout Lake; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-4:30pm Mon-Sat Oct-May, daily Jun-Sep) For huckleberry permits, climbing permits, and information on hiking and climbing.




8Getting There & Away

The easiest access to Mt Adams is from Columbia River Gorge near Hood River, OR. From here Hwy 141 proceeds north for 25 miles to the tiny community of Trout Lake. Access from the north is from Randle on US 12 and is only passable in the summer.
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Central & Eastern Washington

[image: 18-central-east-wash-loc-pnw8-jpg]



Why Go?

If states were delineated purely by geography, Washington east of the Cascade Range would be a separate entity. While the west breeds evergreen trees, liberal cities, perennial rain and gourmet coffee, the east – evocatively nicknamed ‘the Dry Side’ – is the opposite: a land of sunbaked hills and big blue skies stuffed with private vineyards, rodeo towns and huge Native American reservations.

The east’s geographic identity is intrinsically linked to the mighty Columbia River, whose harnessing has transformed both the landscape and the economy. This once-parched region now features gargantuan dams and ambitious irrigation projects that have converted barren valleys and scrubby steppe into a veritable Garden of Eden. Human-made lakes have provided a nexus of outdoor recreation, while the rich, irrigated soil has created an enological rival to California, producing some of the nation’s tastiest and most promising new wines.




When to Go

[image: spokane-cc.jpg]

	May & Jun Spokane’s Volume Inlander Music Festival brings great regional bands to town.

	Jul & Aug Wall-to-wall sunshine for wine-tasting trips in the Columbia River Valley.

	Dec Hit Bavarian Leavenworth for the picturesque Christmas Lights Festival.







Best Places to Eat

A Saffron Mediterranean Kitchen

A Casper Fry

A Red Pickle

A Ruins

A Wild Sage




Best Places to Stay

A Historic Davenport Hotel

A Cherry Wood Bed Breakfast & Barn

A Hotel Pension Anna

A Inn at Abeja

A Marcus Whitman Hotel






Central & Eastern Washington Highlights

[image: 18-central-east-wash-ch-pnw8-jpg]

1 Walla Walla Visiting more wine-tasting rooms than you can count in the compact downtown core, then following up with a perfect farm-to-table meal.

2 Leavenworth Warming up with bratwurst and beer after frolicking in the wilderness around absurdly cute, Bavarian-inspired Leavenworth.

3 Empire Builder Watching the sun set over the Cascades from Amtrak’s Seattle-to-Chicago train.

4 Grand Coulee Dam Admiring the state-of-the-art, after-dark laser show at the awe-inspiring dam.

5 Palouse Falls Gazing in wonder at Washington’s official state waterfall, a beauty that seems to spring up out of nowhere.

6 Spokane Finding inventive new restaurants, decadent cocktail bars, and secret pockets of charm in this often gritty town.




CENTRAL WASHINGTON

Caught in the foothills of the grandiose Cascade Range, Central Washington is a geographic crossroads where dramatic alpine peaks fold with eerie suddenness into a barren, steppe-like desert broken only by the winding presence of the Columbia River and its irrigating dams.

Wenatchee and Leavenworth are the most interesting urban centers here and both are popular stopping-off points on the Cascade Loop scenic drive. Aside from Leavenworth’s Bavarian bonhomie, outdoor adventures are the main draw: the surrounding mountains are sought after for rugged backpacking trips, mountain biking and rock climbing.

The other big attraction is the Yakima Valley Wine Country, a highly regarded, unpretentious wine region best explored by bicycle.


Leavenworth

[image: icon-phonegif]%509 / POP 1995

Blink hard and rub your eyes. Yes, all your Sound of Music fantasies may have just come true. This is Leavenworth, a former lumber town that underwent a Bavarian makeover back in the 1960s after the rerouting of the cross-continental railway threatened to put it permanently out of business. Swapping timber for tourists, tiny Leavenworth has successfully reinvented itself as a traditional Romantische Straße village, right down to the beer, sausages and lederhosen-loving locals (25% of whom are German). The crisp, clean mountain scenery adds to the effect.

If the kitschy faux-German storefronts aren’t enough, Leavenworth also serves as the main activity center for sorties into the nearby, and spectacular, Alpine Lakes Wilderness and Wenatchee National Forest. It’s a perfect base for hikers, rock climbers and backpackers seeking adventure.


1Sights


[image: icon-top-choice]oAlpine Lakes WildernessAREA

([image: icon-phonegif]%425-888-1421; www.recreation.gov/permits/233273; overnight permits per day $5) [image: icon-sustainable]S


The Alpine Lakes Wilderness is a spectacular 614-sq-mile protected area of rough, crenellated mountains, glacier-gouged valleys, and – as the name implies – gorgeous sapphire lakes (more than 700 of them, in fact). It’s possible to day-hike in several parts of the wilderness, but to really get a feel for it you need to backpack in for a night or two – which requires applying for one of the highly sought-after backpacking permits in advance via lottery, online at www.recreation.gov; applications open mid-March.





Waterfront ParkPARK

Tucked out of view but surprisingly close, this is Leavenworth’s access to the Wenatchee River. Wander down 9th St and follow the leafy path over a footbridge and onto Blackbird Island, where you can catch a glimpse of Sleeping Lady Mountain ringed by foliage. Interpretive signs furnish the route and help explain local plant and animal life.






2Activities

It’s no wonder Leavenworth is one of Washington’s adventure capitals: there are outdoor activities galore during all seasons. Hiking, skiing, rafting and climbing take top billing, but you can also try out something more unusual, like dogsledding with Northwest Dogsled Adventures ([image: icon-phonegif]%206-234-7291; www.northwestdogsledadventuresllc.com; 1hr rides adult/child $165/110; [image: icon-hoursgif]hFri-Mon Jan-Mar). From spring to fall, fly through the trees with Leavenworth Ziplines ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-763-2713; www.leavenworthziplines.com; 19115 Chiwawa Loop Rd; tours adult/child from $89/79; [image: icon-hoursgif]hApr-Oct).


Hiking

Leavenworth offers ample opportunities for hiking. The most diverse selection of trails can be found in the nearby Alpine Lakes Wilderness and vary from an easy 3.5-mile river loop to a challenging two- to four-day backcountry slog. Pick up a trail map at the chamber of commerce.




Skiing

The area around Leavenworth has some diverse skiing opportunities, including downhill skiing, cross-country skiing, tubing, snowshoeing and even ski jumping. Stevens Pass ([image: icon-phonegif]%206-812-4510; www.stevenspass.com; US 2, Skykomish; day pass adult/child from $84/56) is the main downhill ski area. A number of hotels rent skis and equipment. The Leavenworth Winter Sports Club ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-548-5477; www.skileavenworth.com; 10701 Ski Hill Dr) is a local umbrella organization, and its website contains a wealth of ski information. The club helps maintain 16 miles of relatively level trails at Icicle River, Waterfront Park and Leavenworth Ski Hill (www.skileavenworth.com; day pass adult/child $18/15; [image: icon-hoursgif]h3-7pm Wed & Fri, 9:30am-7pm Sat & Sun late Dec-Feb).




Rafting

The 18.5-mile stretch of the Wenatchee River from Leavenworth to Monitor promises some of the biggest rapids in the state (classes III and IV), and one of the best ways to catch them is to join a rafting trip. The May and June snowmelt season sees the river at its wildest.




Cycling

The Devil’s Gulch trail (25 miles, four to six hours) and Mission Ridge trail (26 miles, four to seven hours) are two of the most popular off-road bike trails in the state. Freund Canyon is an intermediate 8.3-mile loop and is classed as the best single-track bike trail in the Leavenworth area. It’s also home to the annual Bavarian Bike and Brews Race.

Der Sportsmann ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-548-5623; www.dersportsmann.com; 837 Front St; cross-country ski/snowshoe rental $18/16; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm Mon-Thu, to 7pm Fri, 9am-7pm Sat, 9am-6pm Sun) rents mountain bikes for $30 a day.




Horseback & Sleigh Riding

For the archetypal Leavenworth wintertime experience, contact Eagle Creek Ranch ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-548-7798; www.eaglecreek.ws; 7951 Eagle Creek Rd; 1hr ride $40; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-8pm), which offers ‘Jingle Bells’–evoking sleigh rides. When the snow clears you can try your hand at horseback riding on one- to two-hour trail rides.




Climbing

A well-known nexus for Washington’s climbing community, Leavenworth has rightly been named one of the top 10 climbing cities in the US by Rock & Ice Magazine. There are dozens of good crags for sport climbing, trad climbing and bouldering within 10 miles of town, and even more in the immediate surroundings. The two main areas to seek out are Icicle Creek Canyon and Tumwater Canyon.

To get geared up before your Leavenworth climbing adventure, visit Der Sportsmann for equipment, guidebooks and good advice. For permits, maps, and the latest on regulations and weather conditions, call or stop in at the Wenatchee River Ranger District.






zFestivals & Events


OktoberfestBEER

(www.leavenworthoktoberfest.com; tickets Fri/Sat $10/20; [image: icon-hoursgif]hOct)


This popular beer festival makes a good family outing – believe it or not – with a special kinderplatz (kids’ zone) set up in town. Festivities include German food, beer, arts and crafts, live music and a special Bavarian ‘beer-tapping’ ceremony. The festival usually runs over three weekends in October. Free shuttles into town let you avoid the hassle of parking.





Christmas Lights FestivalCHRISTMAS

([image: icon-hoursgif]hDec)


Leavenworth’s alpine houses always look like a Christmas card, and never more so than in December, when the locals relight the town three times on the first three Saturdays of the month. There’s live music, carol singing and, of course, an appearance by Father Christmas.







4Sleeping


LOGE LeavenworthMOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-690-4106; www.logecamps.com/leavenworth-wa; 11798 US 2; dm $50, cabins $135; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Choose from simple but very cute private cabins or a four-bed bunk room with shared bath and kitchen at this hip riverside hotel. Borrow a bicycle, hang out near the communal firepit or in a hammock, grill up a steak and generally chill. On weekend nights there’s live music and outdoor movies.





Leavenworth Village InnHOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-548-6620; www.leavenworthvillageinn.com; 1016 Commercial St; r from $140; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


The eight suites and 11 guest rooms in this place are large and modern, without the overt German frills you might expect. Suites have jetted tubs and fireplaces.





Eightmile CampgroundCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-274-6104; www.recreation.gov; 4905 Icicle Rd; sites $22)


This is the closest campground to Leavenworth, on Icicle Rd on the way to the Alpine Lakes Wilderness. There are 45 sites here and access to the Enchantment Lakes area.





[image: icon-top-choice]oHotel Pension AnnaHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-548-6273; www.pensionanna.com; 926 Commercial St; r from $240; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


The most authentic Bavarian hotel in town is also spotless and incredibly friendly. Each room is kitted out in imported Austrian decor, and the European-inspired breakfasts (included) may induce joyful yodels. A recommended room is the double with hand-painted furniture, but the spacious suite in the adjacent St Joseph’s chapel is perfect for families.





Bavarian LodgeHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-548-7878; www.bavarianlodge.com; 810 US 2; r from $161; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s)


This lodge takes the Bavarian theme to luxury levels in a plush, clutter-free establishment with modern – but distinctly German – rooms complete with gas fires, king-size beds, funky furnishings and a serve-yourself buffet breakfast. Outside there’s a heated pool and hot tub, while the suite rooms upstairs have huge Jacuzzi baths wedged into a cozy Bavarian turret.





Enzian InnHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-548-5269; www.enzianinn.com; 590 US 2; d from $240; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s)


At this Leavenworth classic the day starts with a blast on an alpenhorn before breakfast. If that doesn’t send you running for your lederhosen, consider the free putting green (with resident grass-trimming goats), the indoor and outdoor swimming pools, and the nightly pianist pounding out requests in the Bavarian lobby.





[image: icon-top-choice]oRun of the River InnB&B$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-548-7171; www.runoftheriver.com; 9308 E Leavenworth Rd; ste from $264; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


A romantic dream: welcome to a stress-free, child-free, smoke-free B&B where all the rooms are suites and breakfast is the tastiest and largest meal of the day. The suites are pure luxury, with Jacuzzis, fluffy bathrobes, fireplaces, hiking gear, binoculars (the inn is next to a bird refuge) and an old-fashioned typewriter in case you get poetically inspired. Very special.







5Eating


München HausGERMAN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-548-1158; www.munchenhaus.com; 709 Front St; brats $4-7; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-8pm, to 10pm Fri & Sat)


The Haus is 100% alfresco, meaning that the hot German sausages and pretzels are essential stomach warmers in winter, while the Bavarian brews will cool you down in summer. The casual beer-garden atmosphere is complemented by an aggressively jaunty accordion soundtrack, laid-back staff, a kettle of cider relish and an epic mustard bar. Hours vary outside summer.





Watershed CafeNORTHWESTERN US$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-888-0214; www.watershedpnw.com; 221 8th St; mains $17-32; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-9pm Thu-Mon)


Farm to table, locally sourced – all the right buzzwords can be found at this friendly and elegant little cafe. There’s a focus on local seafood, but buffalo, organic chicken and pork tenderloin are also likely to show up on the menu, which changes with the seasons.





Pavz Cafe BistroFRENCH$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-548-2103; 833 Front St; mains $14-26; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-8pm Mon-Fri, 9am-8pm Sat & Sun)


Ah, oui! If another lick of accordion music will send you screaming for the mountains, tuck instead into this wee French cafe serving delicious crepes, seafood and French-ified steaks and pastas. It’s also one of the best choices in town for weekend breakfast.





Visconti’sITALIAN$$

(www.viscontis.com; 636 Front St; dinner mains $22-34; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9:30pm Sun-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat)


Head south (figuratively speaking) from Bavaria to Visconti’s, where you may think you’ve reached Italy, so good is the ravioli – and the wines.





Andreas KellerGERMAN$$

(www.andreaskellerrestaurant.com; 829 Front St; mains $17-30; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-8pm, to 9pm Fri & Sat)


The definitive Leavenworth experience lurks in this cavernous rathskeller (basement tavern), with a genuine Oktoberfest atmosphere inspired by lederhosen-clad accordionists crooning Bavarian drinking songs. To add to the authenticity, the head chef is German and prepares wonderful Wiener schnitzels, potato salad, sauerkraut, red cabbage and rye bread.





CASCADE LOOP SCENIC DRIVE

Starting and ending in Everett, about 25 miles north of Seattle, the scenic, 440-mile Cascade Loop drive takes in the North Cascades, the Methow Valley, the Wenatchee Valley, the Columbia River and several islands. Wenatchee and Leavenworth are popular stopping-off points along the way.






6Drinking & Nightlife


Bushel & BeePUB

(www.bushelandbee.com; 900 Front St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h2-10pm Mon-Thu, 2pm-midnight Fri, 11am-midnight Sat, 11am-9pm Sun)


With a focus on craft cider and mead, this taproom makes the most of the Leavenworth–Wenatchee area’s apple country. (Excellent craft beers are also available.) It has 24 taps, with a rotating lineup of ciders from highly regarded Northwest companies like Tieton and Swift, craft beers from Breakside and pFriem, and of course Rainier. (It counts as local.)





Icicle BreweryPUB

(https://iciclebrewing.com; 935 Front St; snacks $2.50-12, beer flights $7-8; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-10pm, to 11pm Fri & Sat)


This pub is in the brewery itself, with big vats shining behind the bar. The modern, industrial-hip building brings you back to the Pacific Northwest with light meals such as soups and ploughman’s plates that (like the half-dozen delicious beers on tap) all use local ingredients.







8Information

Lake Wenatchee Ranger Station ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-763-3103; 22976 Hwy 207; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-4:30pm Mon-Fri May-Sep) Summer-only forest-service office for the Lake Wenatchee area.

Leavenworth Chamber of Commerce & Visitor Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-548-5807; https://leavenworth.org; 940 US 2; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-5pm Mon-Thu, 8am-6pm Fri & Sat, 10am-4pm Sun) On the main drag downtown.

Wenatchee River Ranger District ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-548-2550; www.fs.fed.us; 600 Sherbourne St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-4:30pm Mon-Fri) Off US 2 at the east end of town across from McDonald’s; issues various types of permit.




8Getting There & Away


BUS

Northwestern Trailways ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-366-3830; www.northwesterntrailways.com; one-way fares from $16) buses stop in Leavenworth twice daily on their way between Seattle (three hours, $40) and Wenatchee (40 minutes, $19). The bus stop is on Hwy 2 by the post office.

Link Transit (www.linktransit.com) bus 22 passes along US 2 between Leavenworth and Wenatchee (50 minutes), via Peshastin and Cashmere, 20 times daily Monday to Friday (limited service on Saturday). Fares are $1 to $5.




TRAIN

The legendary Amtrak Empire Builder stops twice daily at the town’s Icicle Station on its route between Seattle and Chicago. Connections to Portland, OR, and Vancouver, BC, run through Seattle.






THE EMPIRE BUILDER ACROSS THE CASCADES

With its two-level superliner carriages and grand imperial name, Amtrak’s Seattle-to-Chicago Empire Builder runs along the former Great Northern Railroad on a route that is a proverbial A to Z of the American West. Yet, unlike other more tourist-oriented trains, it’s not prohibitively expensive: a standard ‘coachliner’ seat can cost as little as $180, while roomettes with private bathroom go from $450. Throw in forests, prairies, ghost mining towns and snowcapped mountains, and you’re onto one of the biggest bargains in the US, a magnificent 47-hour journey significant not just for its amazing scenery but also for the fascinating insights into American life that you obtain on board. A viewing car composed mostly of windows makes the vista that much better.

For reservations and further details, go to www.amtrak.com.






Cashmere

[image: icon-phonegif]%509 / POP 3153

Stopping in this cute, mid-century–meets–Wild West brick town between Leavenworth and Wenatchee is a must if your family traditions involved Aplets & Cotlets (an American take on Turkish delight: a jellied fruit candy with nuts and dusted with powdered sugar). Liberty Orchards, which has been producing these addictive sweets since the 1930s, is based here and offers free tastings and tours at its headquarters in summer. The town’s other big pastime is antique shopping.


Aplets & Cotlets Candy Kitchen TourFACTORY

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-782-2191; www.libertyorchards.com/visit; 117 Mission Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8:30am-4:30pm Mon-Fri Jan-Mar, 8:30am-5pm Mon-Fri, 10am-4pm Sat & Sun Apr-Dec) [image: icon-free]F


Home of the famous US candy Aplets & Cotlets. Go in for a factory tour and tastings. Two words: free samples. There’s also a gift shop.





Antique Mall at CashmereANTIQUES

(www.antiquemallatcashmere.com; 603 Cotlets Way; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm, to 7pm summer)


One of the largest antique shops in the state, this mall occupies 15,000 sq ft and even contains a coffee shop to help you battle the inevitable browsing fatigue.





Apple Annie’s Antique GalleryANTIQUES

(www.appleannieantiques.com; 100 Apple Annie Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm)


This massive store is so large that it has a ’50s-style diner inside. It’s definitely a tourist destination, so prices aren’t necessarily a steal, but the range is amazing.





8Getting There & Away

Link Transit bus 28 connects Cashmere with Wenatchee (six to eight daily, 30 minutes). Bus 22 stops in Cashmere on the way between Wenatchee and Leavenworth.






Wenatchee

[image: icon-phonegif]%509 / POP 33,962

In the age of virtual reality and lightning-fast messaging, the definition of Wenatchee can be condensed into six familiar letters: apples. Pink Lady, Gala, Braeburn, Golden Delicious – the varieties are endless in a city that describes itself as the ‘Apple Capital of the World’ (the region produces more than half of the total US crop of apples). On the banks of the Columbia River, Wenatchee’s position is eye-catching even if its mall, fast-food and cheap-motel–infested suburbs aren’t. The town itself isn’t exactly teeming with pulsating distractions, but there are plenty of outdoor adventures nearby and, with its handy transport connections, Wenatchee is an OK place to crack open your suitcase for the night and sample a slice of apple pie. It also provides a good opportunity to stock up on anything you may need before you head out into the wilderness.


1Sights & Activities


Lake WenatcheeLAKE

Swimming, boating and fishing entertain summertime visitors to Lake Wenatchee, 23 miles north of the city of Wenatchee (and actually much closer to Leavenworth). You can hike the 4.5-mile trail up Dirtyface Peak, cycle around the lake, or sign on with one of the rafting companies on Hwy 207 for a float trip.




Wenatchee Valley Museum & Cultural CenterMUSEUM

(www.wenatcheevalleymuseum.com; 127 S Mission St; adult/child $5/2; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Tue-Sat)


This good municipal museum places its main focus on – surprise, surprise – apples. Exhibits include a recreation of a 1920s apple-packing shed and a farm shop from the 1890s. There are also displays on the history and role of the building itself, plus local aviation pioneer Clyde Pangborn – the first man to fly nonstop across the Pacific, in 1931 – and an ice age site discovered here in the ’80s.





Mission RidgeSKIING

(www.missionridge.com; Squilchuck Rd; full-day lift tickets adult/child $74/54; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-4pm Thu-Mon late Nov-early Apr)


Downhill skiers covet the dry powder covering the slopes of Mission Ridge, 12 miles southwest of Wenatchee. The resort features a vertical drop of 2200ft, and 35 runs with four lifts and two rope-tows.





Apple Capital Recreation Loop TrailWALKING, CYCLING

([image: icon-sustainable]S)


Wenatchee’s interurban trail is a 10-mile walk- and cycle-way that starts and finishes in Riverfront Park (map Google map) and stretches along both sides of the Columbia River via some orchards, adjacent to downtown. Access to the park can be gained at the end of 5th St or by crossing a railway footbridge at the end of 1st St.







4Sleeping


Wenatchee Confluence State ParkCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-664-6373; http://parks.state.wa.us/286/wenatchee-confluence; 333 Olds Station Rd; tent/RV sites from $27/35)


The campground, with 51 hookups and eight tent spaces, is on the north bank of the Wenatchee River. It’s an ideal spot for active travelers: besides a swimming beach, there are athletic fields, tennis and basketball courts, and 4.5 miles of trails, including the Apple Capital Loop Trail.





Warm Springs Inn & WineryB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-662-8365; www.warmspringsinn.com; 1611 Love Lane; r from $220; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Situated on 10 acres by the Wenatchee River, this 1917 mansion turned B&B has six individually crafted rooms, river views, and a manicured English garden with a shaded gazebo. It’s close enough to town to be convenient but far enough away to feel like you’re in the country.







5Eating


Owl Soda FountainAMERICAN$

(25 N Wenatchee Ave; ice cream from $4; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9:30am-6pm Mon-Sat, noon-5pm Sun)


A classic old-fashioned soda fountain of 1950s vintage, with lurid color schemes, peanut-butter-and-jelly sandwiches, and humongous milkshakes plunked down on the bar in front of you. All that’s missing is an Elvis impersonator with stick-on sideburns.





Rail Station & Ale HousePUB FOOD$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-888-2165; 29 N Columbia St; burgers $14-17, dinner mains $19-35; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-10pm Tue-Thu, 11am-midnight Fri & Sat, 11am-9pm Sun, 3-10pm Mon)


Cozy up in this stone-and-timber repurposed station house that pumps out eight great beers on tap, excellent burgers, sandwiches, salads and bar snacks. There’s sports on TV, a lively, happy atmosphere and the service is small-town friendly.





Inna’s CuisineUKRAINIAN$$

(www.innascuisine.com; 26 N Wenatchee Ave; dinner mains $18-28; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm Tue-Sat)


If you’re craving borscht, piroshki or good old-fashioned Ukrainian dumplings, the search ends here. Run by a Ukrainian couple from Odessa, Inna’s is authentically Eastern-Bloc-grandma style, with turquoise carpet and tons of plastic flowers.







8Information

Wenatchee National Forest Headquarters ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-664-9200; www.fs.usda.gov/okawen; 215 Melody Lane; [image: icon-hoursgif]hhours vary) North of town at the junction of Hwy 285 and US 2.

Wenatchee Valley Convention & Visitors Bureau & Tasting Room ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-662-2116; www.wenatcheevalley.org; 137 N Wenatchee Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Mon-Wed, to 6pm Thu & Fri, 11am-6pm Sat) For information, walking-tour maps and even wine tasting.




8Getting There & Away


AIR

Horizon/Alaska Air services Pangborn Memorial Airport ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-884-2494; www.pangbornairport.com) in East Wenatchee, with two flights daily to and from Seattle (from $80 one way).




BUS

All bus and rail services are centralized at Columbia Station (300 S Columbia St), at the foot of Kittitas St. Northwestern Trailways ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-366-3830; www.northwesterntrailways.com) runs daily buses to Seattle (direct), Spokane via Moses Lake, and Pasco via Yakima.

Apple Line ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-366-6975; www.appleline.us) runs handy once-a-day services to destinations such as Chelan Falls ($22, one hour) and Ellensburg ($25, 1½ hours).

You can get to the nearby towns of Leavenworth via Cashmere (bus 22; $2.50, 50 minutes) and Chelan via Entiat (bus 21; $2.50, one hour) on frequent Link Transit buses ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-662-1155; www.linktransit.com). Buses are equipped with bike racks.




TRAIN

The Amtrak Empire Builder stops daily in Wenatchee on its way between Seattle and Chicago.










YAKIMA VALLEY

With its sunbaked hills interspersed with geometrically laid out vine plantations and apple orchards, the Yakima River Valley glimmers like an oasis in a desert. Arising from the snowy slopes of Snoqualmie Pass and flowing southeast (away from the Pacific) until it joins courses with the Columbia, the fast-flowing Yakima supports an agricultural industry churning out cherries, vegetables, peaches, three-quarters of the US hops output, wine grapes and the world’s largest apple yield.

Much of the valley survives on as little as 8in of rain annually (Seattle gets 37in) and summer temperatures frequently rise to over 100°F.

The demand for agricultural labor during fruit-picking season has brought a large Mexican population and, with 40% of Yakima County’s population registered as Hispanic, you’ll hear ‘buenos días’ as often as ‘good morning.’ The vast Yakama Native American Reservation to the southwest adds a strong Native American element.

Buses run to and from the main cities, but your best bet is your own car – especially if you’re visiting any wineries outside the city centers.


Ellensburg

[image: icon-phonegif]%509 / POP 20,326

Take an archetypal American small town, give it a stately college and a smattering of historic buildings, then throw in the largest rodeo in the state. Welcome to Ellensburg, a town where undergraduates from Central Washington University rub shoulders with farmers and cowboys. (CWU has around 11,000 registered undergrads.)

Like most Washington towns, Ellensburg has the requisite commercial strip of chain motels and strip malls, but its historic core is an attractive and very walkable cluster of redbrick buildings, many of which went up immediately after the devastating fire that swept through the city in 1889. Most of these now house antique stores, cute cafes and lively brewpubs, but you can soak in their history on a self-guided walking tour. And if you’re a fan of open-air history museums, there are a couple of worthy stops just outside of town that describe the area’s central role in Washington agriculture over the years.



DOWNTOWN HISTORIC DISTRICT WALKING TOUR

Beautified by a compact yet charismatic grid of Victorian buildings, central Ellensburg deserves an unhurried morning or afternoon’s exploration. Kick off at the friendly visitor center, where you can get a map for a self-guided walking tour of the downtown historic district, roughly contained between Main St and 6th and 3rd Aves.

Sprinkled with antique shops, galleries and cafes, the quarter is dominated by the Davidson Building, Ellensburg’s signature postcard sight, built in 1889 by local attorney John B Davidson. Also worth checking out is the Kittitas County Historical Museum, housed in the 1889 Cadwell Building.

Equally intriguing are the Western paintings of native son John Clymer at the Clymer Museum; the artist’s all-American subjects graced Saturday Evening Post covers in the 1950s and 1960s.




1Sights


Kittitas County Historical MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-925-3778; www.kchm.org; 114 E 3rd Ave; by donation; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Mon-Sat) [image: icon-free]F


Housed in the 1889 Cadwell Building, this museum is known mostly for its petrified-wood and gemstone collections but also boasts several rooms full of local historical artifacts, from antique cars and farming implements to military uniforms and an old switchboard.





Clymer MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-962-6416; www.clymermuseum.org; 416 N Pearl St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Mon-Fri, 11am-3pm Sat, longer hours in summer) [image: icon-free]F


This local art museum features a permanent collection of the work of Ellensburg-born Western artist John Clymer, as well as changing exhibits of pieces by other artists from the western US.





Thorp Grist MillHISTORIC SITE

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-964-9640; www.thorp.org; 11640 N Thorp Hwy, Thorp; [image: icon-hoursgif]htours noon-4pm Wed-Fri, 11am-4pm Sat & Sun May-Aug) [image: icon-free]F


A view of frontier agriculture is on display in the small town of Thorp, 8 miles northwest of Ellensburg, at what was once a de facto meeting place for local farmers. The mill, now a rural museum, dates from 1873. Outside of peak summer hours, you can walk the grounds following informative numbered signs on a self-guided tour.







zFestivals & Events


Ellensburg RodeoRODEO

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-637-2444; www.ellensburgrodeo.com; 1010 E 8th Ave; tickets $16-36; [image: icon-hoursgif]hLabor Day weekend Aug-Sep)


Ellensburg’s biggest festival is ranked among the top 10 professional rodeos in the nation. Prepare to see hard riding: participants take this rodeo very seriously, as there’s big money at stake. The event includes roping, which animal-welfare groups say involves significant risk of neck injury to the animal and can be difficult for viewers to watch.





WORTH A TRIP

GORGE AMPHITHEATER

Gorge-ous and 100% natural, The Gorge (www.livenation.com/venues/14067/gorge-amphitheatre; 754 Silica Rd NW, George) is a stunning alfresco music venue perched on the banks of the Columbia River 40 miles east of Ellensburg. Regularly touted as one of the most spectacular rock venues in North America, the steeply banked amphitheater has space for 25,000 on an expansive terraced lawn, a setting that leaves concert-goers at a loss for words. Numerous international stars have stepped up to the microphone here, including the Who, the Police, David Bowie and Van Morrison, and many shows have entered rock legend. Pearl Jam made its 2005–06 album Live at the Gorge into a box set, while the Dave Matthews Band has serenaded the impossibly crimson Columbia River sunsets more than 30 times.






4Sleeping & Eating


Rainbow MotelMOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-933-7100; 1025 W University Way; s/d from $65/75; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


This place is so authentically and unintentionally retro, it’s as if it’s been in a plastic bubble since the ’60s – you’ll either love it or hate it. Rooms have a perfumed or smoky odor (even though they’re all nonsmoking), original wood paneling, terrible landscape paintings on the walls and worn mid-century furniture straight out of Mad Men.





[image: icon-top-choice]oRed PickleGUATEMALAN, FUSION$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-367-0003; 301 N Pine St; mains from $10, cocktails $8; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm Wed-Sun, 4-9pm Tue)


Ellensburg’s favorite food truck now has a bricks-and-mortar location, inside an old filling station (formerly D&M Coffee). There’s no sign, so it’s extra-delightful to stumble upon the place, with its delicious, creative food (Guatemalan hot dogs piled high with spicy toppings, street tacos stuffed with flavorful pork and homemade salsa, wasabi fries, burgers, fried chicken), cheerful staff and perfect cocktails.





Yellow Church CafeFUSION$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-933-2233; www.theyellowchurchcafe.com; 111 S Pearl St; lunch mains $12-17, dinner mains $14-27; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm Mon-Thu, 8am-9pm Fri-Sun; [image: icon-veggif]v)


This homey, bright-yellow former church, built by the German Lutherans in 1923, is now an unconventional restaurant that serves urban-hipster-worthy food. The breakfast – including the aptly named St Benedict’s – has won widespread fame, while the elegant lunch and dinner options include sesame-crusted tuna and Thai green-curry shrimp. There’s also a vegan menu of salads, pastas and curries.







6Drinking & Nightlife


D&M CoffeeCOFFEE

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-925-5313; www.dmcoffee.com; 323 N Pearl St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-8pm; [image: icon-wifigif]W) [image: icon-sustainable]S


This is the flagship location of D&M, the local roasting company. It’s spacious and work friendly, with long shared tables ideal for spreading out with a laptop, plus booths and cozy chairs for a more relaxed hangout. The vibe inside is barely renovated industrial garage space, and there are outdoor tables for sunny days. Pastries and sandwiches available.





Iron Horse BreweryBREWERY

(www.ironhorsebrewery.com; 412 N Main St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4-9pm Mon-Wed, 11am-9pm Thu-Sat, 11am-7pm Sun)


This downtown brewpub is the home of Irish Death, along with a slew of other tasty craft brews, which you can enjoy on-site in the fun local hangout or take to go in cans or growlers. There’s a brief food menu of mostly atypical pub fare – such as quinoa salad, chicken-curry wraps and roasted acorn squash – and a patio.







8Information

Ellensburg Visitor Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-925-2002; www.myellensburg.com/plan/visitor-center; 609 N Main St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Mon-Fri, 10am-2pm Sat) For maps and information; the building is shared by the US Forest Service and Ellensburg Rodeo offices.




8Getting There & Away

Greyhound buses stop at the Love’s gas station at I-90 exit 106, 2 miles from the town center. The ticket window is in the Subway sandwich shop. Buses here leave for Seattle ($29, two hours, four daily), Spokane via Moses Lake ($35, four hours, two daily) and Yakima ($17, 45 minutes, two daily). Some Yakima buses continue on to the Tri-Cities and beyond.

Apple Line ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-366-3830; www.appleline.us) runs one bus daily to Omak ($46 one way) via Wenatchee ($26).

Bellair Shuttle ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-380-8800, 866-235-5247; www.airporter.com; 908 E 10th Ave) runs five daily buses to Sea-Tac Airport and Seattle to the west, and Yakima to the south; fares are around $35. It stops next to Starbucks on the Central Washington University campus.






Yakima

[image: icon-phonegif]%509 / POP 93,667

Not long after the clouds have dumped most of their precipitation on Seattle and the Cascade Range they arrive in the parched east, lighter or – if you’re lucky – vanquished altogether. Sunshine and warm temps are arguably the main reasons to pull into balmy Yakima, the ‘Palm Springs of Washington.’ If you can see past the limitations of Yakima’s lackluster downtown, the settlement’s rural periphery beckons like an enologist’s dream, with enough highly regarded vineyards to keep French wine devotees happy. (But you really do have to venture outside of town to believe it.) The valley also produces 75% of the nation’s hops supply, plus tons of apples, so beer and cider lovers will be equally pleased.


Founded on its present site in 1884, Yakima takes its name from the Yakama Native American people, who inhabited this valley for centuries before an 1855 treaty recognized the sovereign Yakama Nation and established the Yakama Reservation.


1Sights & Activities


[image: icon-top-choice]oYakima Valley MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-248-0747; www.yakimavalleymuseum.org; 2105 Tieton Dr; adult/senior $7/5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Tue-Sat; [image: icon-familygif]c)


This highly educational and entertaining museum is one of the state’s best. It tells the story of the region from a geographic and historical viewpoint, with a strong emphasis on agriculture and Yakama Native American heritage. Prize exhibits include a number of horse-drawn conveyances and some early motor vehicles, plus a full working mock-up of a Depression-era soda fountain.





Yakima GreenwayPARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-453-8280; www.yakimagreenway.org; [image: icon-familygif]c[image: icon-petgif]#)


A pleasant oasis in an otherwise unremarkable city, the Greenway is best accessed via Sarg Hubbard Park at I-82 exit 33. It has 18 miles of paths for walkers and cyclists that track the fast-flowing Yakima River through a string of parks and recreation areas, including an off-leash dog park.





Yakima Area ArboretumGARDENS

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-248-7337; www.ahtrees.org; 1401 Arboretum Dr; [image: icon-hoursgif]hdawn-dusk) [image: icon-free]F


This urban green space on 46 acres gathers more than 1000 trees native to the Yakima River area, with demonstration gardens (water-conserving xeriscaping etc) and seasonal events. It’s a family-friendly place, but the numerous signs in the parking lot advising you not to leave valuables in your car attest to the slightly sketchy crowd that can loiter here sometimes.





Gilbert CellarsWINE

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-249-9049; www.gilbertcellars.com; 5 N Front St; tasting fee $10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h1-7pm Mon-Thu, to 9pm Fri & Sat, 11am-4pm Sun)


The refined downtown tasting room of a local winery has the air of a classy wine bar. Service is knowledgeable but unpretentious and there are some excellent cheese-based snacks.







4Sleeping


Ledgestone HotelHOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-453-3151; www.ledgestonehotel.com; 107 N Fair Ave; ste from $139; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W)


The Ledgestone looks like another roadside chain hotel, but it’s not. All its rooms are one-bedroom suites with mini kitchens, lounge areas, bathrooms and separate bedrooms. There’s even a little office nook. Happily, the suites are sold at standard room prices, and there’s also a fitness room and laundry service.





Hotel MaisonBOUTIQUE HOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-571-1900; www.thehotelmaison.com; 321 E Yakima Ave; r from $179; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-wifigif]W)


With an enviable downtown location and high-ceilinged charm, this renovated historic building breaks the cookie-cutter dreariness of Yakima’s chain hotels. Rooms are so big that there are large areas of empty space in some – in others this space is filled with a desk or bar. Perks include luxurious bathrobes, tasteful local art on the walls and a spa.







5Eating


Tacos Los Primos #2TACOS$

(parking lot, 404 N 1st St; tacos $1-2; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-10pm)


It looks dirty and it’s parked humbly in front of Delaney’s Lost Sock Laundromat, but this little taco shack churns out some of very Latino Yakima’s best tacos, tortas, sopas and burritos for next to nothing. The al pastor and the chicharrón tacos are highly recommended, but go for the tripa (intestines) if you’re feeling adventurous.





Essencia Artisan BakeryBAKERY$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-575-5570; 4 N 3rd St; pastries from $3; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-4pm Tue-Fri, 7am-1pm Sat)


Head to this homey bakery that’s always full of locals for creative sandwiches (the likes of ginger roast beef or Brie and chicken), soups, salads, panini, homemade chai, and of course, the decent selection of breads and baked goods.





Birchfield Manor RestaurantFUSION$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-452-1960; www.birchfieldmanor.com; 2018 Birchfield Rd; prix fixe per person $49-65; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7pm seatings Thu-Sat)


The revered Birchfield is a dining experience offered in an intimate 1910 B&B. While the accommodations are considered top end, the food is even better. Reservations must be made in advance and seating is at a set time, but everything from the bread to the after-dinner chocolates to the knowledgeable service is impeccable.







6Drinking & Nightlife


[image: icon-top-choice]oBale Breaker BrewingMICROBREWERY

(www.balebreaker.com; 1801 Birchfield Rd; tasting flight $12; [image: icon-hoursgif]h3-9pm Mon-Thu, noon-9pm Fri & Sat, noon-6pm Sun)


Here you can drink craft beer in the hops fields it came from. The taproom is in a big, barn-like building with plenty of seating outside, where the kids can run around. Sitting at the bar lets you soak up local knowledge. It’s like a winery experience but with beer. Bottomcutter IPA (8.2%, 100 IBUs) is the bomb.






Tieton Cider WorksBREWERY

(www.tietonciderworks.com; 619 W J St; tasting flight $12; [image: icon-hoursgif]h2-8pm Wed & Thu, noon-9pm Fri & Sat, noon-6pm Sun)


Visit this industrial-style cider bar right next to the production facility. You can taste the dozen or so delicious varieties, which tend toward the dry but are very smooth. Most are produced from the company’s nearby organic farms, which have been in the same family for around 30 years.





Northtown CoffeeCAFE

(www.northtowncoffee.com; 32 N Front St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-midnight Mon-Fri, 7am-midnight Sat & Sun; [image: icon-familygif]c)


Northtown sells Portland’s famous Stumptown coffee in cozy nooks set beneath high, Victorian ceilings and lit by large windows. There’s not much in the way of food besides pastries and a few sandwiches, but go ahead and get comfortable – it’s open till midnight daily. There’s even a dedicated children’s playroom.







8Information

Yakima Valley Tourism ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-221-0751; www.visityakima.com; 101 N 8th St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8:30am-5pm Mon-Fri) Has a good collection of info to help organize your wine tour. Hours vary outside summer.




8Getting There & Away

Greyhound runs buses to Seattle (two daily, from $18, three hours).

Bellair Shuttle ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-380-8800; www.airporter.com; 3508 Fruitvale Blvd) has services to Sea-Tac Airport via Ellensburg (five daily, $47 one way). Stops at Smitty’s Cafe.

Alaska Airlines flies between Seattle’s Sea-Tac Airport and Yakima Air Terminal (four daily, 45 minutes, from $99).






Yakima Valley Wine Country

More than 40 wine-grape varietals are grown in the Yakima Valley, with wineries and tasting rooms scattered along the stretch between Yakima and the Tri-Cities. There’s enough variety to please most palates; grapes grown here include Cabernet Sauvignon, Riesling, Syrah, Chardonnay and Merlot. Best of all, it’s totally unpretentious: this is farmland above all, full of hop vines, apple orchards and dairy farms.

The easiest way to visit is in your own car, but if you have time, a self-guided cycling tour among the vineyards is a fantastic way to see the countryside and sample its offerings at a leisurely pace.


DON’T MISS

YAKIMA VALLEY WINE TOUR

The Yakima Valley American Viticultural Area (AVA) encompasses four sub-AVAs (Red Mountain, Rattlesnake Hills, Horse Heaven Hills and Snipes Mountain) and more than 80 wineries, most of them small, family-run affairs. These dry yet deceptively fertile fields produce some of the most delicious wines in the country; around 40% of Washington’s wine grapes are grown here. Wine Yakima Valley (www.wineyakimavalley.org) has an up-to-date list of local wineries and is an excellent source of information about the entire valley. The following tour takes in some favorite spots.


Zillar

Start in the Rattlesnake Hills AVA that lazes next to the tiny town of Zillah. Bonair Winery ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-829-6027; www.bonairwine.com; 500 S Bonair Rd, Zillah; winery/vineyard tours $10/20, tasting $5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm May-Nov, 11am-4pm Dec-Apr), one of the valley’s oldest, is a quintessential stop where you can picnic on the front lawn and chat with the friendly owners over their affordable red blends. For contrast, head up the hill to Silver Lake Winery (www.silverlakewinery.com; 1500 Vintage Rd, Zillah; tasting $7; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-5pm Mon-Fri, 10am-5pm Sat & Sun Apr-Oct, noon-4pm Thu-Sun Nov-Mar), a popular venue for weddings thanks to its views over the whole valley. Zillah is also home to the Teapot Dome, a former gas station shaped like a teapot, built to commemorate the Teapot Dome scandal that took place during Warren G Harding’s presidency. It’s as cute as you’d imagine.




Prosser

Your next stop is Prosser, a setting worthy of a mid-century movie that’s also your best stop for lunch; for a break from all the wine, grab a cold beer and a burger at Bern’s Tavern (618 6th St, Prosser; burgers from $8; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-1:30am). Get back to it at picture-book-pretty Chinook Wines (www.chinookwines.com; 220 W Wittkopf Loop, Prosser; tasting $5; [image: icon-hoursgif]htastings noon-5pm Sat & Sun May-Oct), known for its Chardonnay and Sauvignon Blanc. Vintner’s Village, across the highway, is in bland housing-community-like surrounds but holds some great wineries; try Airfield Estates ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-786-7401; www.airfieldwines.com; 560 Merlot Dr, Prosser; tasting $7-10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-5pm Nov–mid-Apr, 11am-5pm Mon-Thu, 10am-6pm Fri-Sun mid-Apr–Oct) for an easy-to-love unoaked Chardonnay. If you’re hungry or want to taste a wide variety of even more wines, stop at the delectable Wine O’Clock ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-786-2197; 548 Cabernet Ct, Prosser; wine flights from $15, pizzas $16-18, mains $16-30; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-8pm Thu-Mon Nov-Apr, expanded hours summer).




Benton City

Your final stops are just up the hill from Benton City at the Red Mountain AVA, the smallest viticultural area in the US and one of the best. Meander up N Sunset Rd, stopping first at humble Cooper Wine Company (www.cooperwinecompany.com; 35306 N Sunset Rd, Benton City; tasting $5; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-5pm) to ooh and aah over its L’Inizio Bordeaux blend. Up the road and on a dirt path to the left is Tapteil Estate (www.tapteil.com; 20206 E 583 PR NE, Benton City; tasting $5-10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-5pm Fri-Sun Apr-Dec), great for Syrah and Cabernet Sauvignon to sip over views of the valley. On the same road is Hedges Family Estate ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-588-3105; www.hedgesfamilyestate.com; 53511 N Sunset Rd, Benton City; tasting $5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-5pm Wed-Sun Apr-Nov, 11am-5pm Tue-Sat Dec-Mar), known for Syrahs and Cabernets. Last, take a detour to the grandest estate on the tour, Terra Blanca ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-588-6082; www.terrablanca.com; 34715 N DeMoss Rd, Benton City; tasting $15; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm), where you can sample reds and dessert wines in the castle-like tasting room or on the terrace overlooking manicured gardens, a pond, golden grasslands and mountains.

Stay over and enjoy the valley even more by horseback, and at night in luxurious tipis (yes, that’s possible), at Cherry Wood Bed Breakfast & Barn ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-829-3500; www.cherrywoodbbandb.com; 3271 Roza Dr, Zillah; tipis from $285).







Toppenish

[image: icon-phonegif]%509 / POP 8906

If you make one stop off the wine trail in the Yakima Valley, make it off-the-wall Toppenish, a small, dusty Western town that has become locally famous for its 60 or more historical murals painted on most of the downtown buildings. Chronicling events from Yakama and Northwestern history, the murals began appearing back in 1989. Later additions include evocative tableaux of the valley’s more recent Mexican immigrants employed in the agricultural sector.

Further information and mural guides can be procured from the Toppenish Chamber of Commerce.


Yakama Nation Museum & Cultural CenterMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-865-2800; www.yakamamuseum.com; 280 Buster Rd; adult/child $6/4; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-5pm Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm Sat & Sun)


The history of the Yakama Native Americans is well documented at the Yakama Nation Cultural Center, which exhibits traditional costumes, baskets and beads, and uses audiovisual enhancements to bring the museum’s many dioramas and replica settlements to life. There’s a gift shop, a library, a restaurant and a heritage theater (with occasional tribal dances).





8Information

Toppenish Chamber of Commerce ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-865-3262; www.visittoppenish.com; 504 S Elm St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-4pm Mon-Sat) Helpful tourist office for the Toppenish area. Has maps and info about the town’s murals.




8Getting There & Away

Most visitors – 99.9% – will arrive with their own car. The tribal-run Pahto Transit ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-865-5121; www.pahtotransit.com) runs free buses around the Toppenish area.









SOUTHEASTERN WASHINGTON

Until the 1990s, this parched and remote corner of Washington had little to offer tourists beyond proximity to Idaho. Its arid landscape is characterized by the volcanic plateaus and denuded lava flows of the inhospitable ‘Scablands’ region, exposed by the Missoula floods at the end of the last ice age. It’s not traditionally what you’d call scenic – although the gently rounded, wheat-covered hills of the Palouse region have masses of pastoral charm. Still, tourism wasn’t really a thing here until a handful of pioneering winegrowers in and around Walla Walla began to recognize the area’s potential, and before long the valley was producing wines that demanded to be taken seriously. Walla Walla wine tourism is now a major industry, and it’s only a slight exaggeration to call the region a miniature, off-brand Napa.


Tri-Cities

[image: icon-phonegif]%509 / POP 283,846

Three cities (Pasco, Kennewick and Richland) situated at the confluence of three rivers (the Snake, Columbia and Yakima) sounds like a promising proposition, but while the Tri-Cities can offer plenty in the way of wine quaffing and water sports, they rarely feature in the front line of Washington’s tourist push.

Part of the reason is that, historically, the Tri-Cities have been closely associated with the notorious Hanford site, the top-secret plutonium-processing plant that manufactured components of the atomic bomb dropped on Nagasaki in 1945, and subsequently stayed in operation throughout the Cold War. Ironically, the thing that kept visitors away for decades is now one of the main cultural highlights of the area: tours of the Hanford-site cleanup offer unprecedented insights into wartime history and the massive ecological and social impact of the nuclear facility on the Columbia River and surrounding area.


1Sights


Columbia ParkPARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-585-4293; Hwy 240 & Columbia River; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-sunset)


At first glance, the Tri-Cities can seem like nothing but one big traffic snarl. The best solution: go to the park. This 400-acre green space along the river showcases all the nice things about this functional urban hub, like its proximity to water, its history of exploration and its usually sunny weather. The main trail through the park is popular with walkers and joggers; it’s mostly paved and is dotted with ‘did you know?’ signs, playgrounds and picnic spots.





REACH MuseumMUSEUM

(www.visitthereach.org; 1943 Columbia Park Trail, Richland; adult/child $10/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4:30pm Tue-Sat, plus noon-4pm Sun summer; [image: icon-familygif]c)


In a cool modern building overlooking Columbia Park, this hands-on museum focuses on local and regional history and the ecological impacts of human activity (including a lot about the Hanford nuclear reactor). There are rotating exhibits throughout the year, and kid-friendly presentations several times a week; check online for the latest.





Sacajawea State Park Interpretive CenterMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%506-545-2361; http://parks.state.wa.us/250/sacajawea; 2503 Sacajawea Park Rd, Pasco; suggested donation $1; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm late Mar-Nov 1; [image: icon-familygif]c) [image: icon-free]F


Set in a 284-acre park at the confluence of the Snake and Columbia Rivers, the Sacajawea Interpretive Center describes the journey of Lewis and Clark through the experiences of Sacagawea, the Shoshone woman who traveled with them. The expedition camped here in 1805. Outside, there’s a traditional Wanapum native village; guided tours are available 10am to 4pm weekends.





East Benton County Historical MuseumMUSEUM

(www.ebchs.org; 205 Keewayden Dr, Kennewick; adult/child $5/1; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-4pm Tue-Sat)


This museum tracks local history and has some exhibits on ‘Kennewick Man,’ the 9300-year-old skeleton of a Caucasian male found on the banks of the Columbia in 1996 that blew the anthropological history of North America wide open, as well as rotating displays like ‘The History of Skateboarding.’





OFF THE BEATEN TRACK

HANFORD B-REACTOR TOURS

Eye-opening four-hour tours (https://manhattanprojectbreactor.hanford.gov; 2000 Logston Blvd, Richland; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am select dates Apr-Nov) of the B Reactor on the Hanford nuclear site give visitors a close-up view of the project’s history and the massive cleanup efforts that continue in the wake of decades of plutonium processing. The reactor, shut down in 1968, is part of the Manhattan Project National Historical Park. Tours leave from the visitor center in Richland.

You can also tour some of the prewar sites in the area, left behind when local Native Americans and others who lived in the nearby towns of Hanford and White Bluffs were displaced to make way for the government’s secret nuclear project.






2Activities


Barnard Griffin Tasting RoomWINE

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-627-0266; www.barnardgriffin.com; 878 Tulip Lane, Richland; tasting $10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm)


This is one of the oldest wineries in the Yakima Valley, and, at the east end of the wine route between here and Yakima, it’s one of the most conveniently located. It wins tons of awards, particularly for its rosé of Sangiovese, which is considered one of the best wines of its class in the US.







4Sleeping & Eating


Clover Island InnHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-586-0541; http://cloverislandinn.com; 435 Clover Island Dr, Kennewick; r/ste from $93/249; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s[image: icon-petgif]#)


You won’t have trouble finding a basic chain motel in the Tri-Cities, but if you want something a little plusher, hit the locally owned Clover Island Inn, which occupies its own island on the Columbia River. This unique establishment boasts 152 rooms and suites, its own boat dock, and panoramic views from the top-floor Crow’s Nest Restaurant.





Atomic Ale Brewpub & EateryPUB FOOD$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-946-5465; www.atomicalebrewpub.com; 1015 Lee Blvd, Richland; mains $10-17; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm Mon-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat, to 9pm Sun)


A perceptible Hanford-inspired ‘gallows humor’ pervades this cheery microbrewery and eatery, the first brewpub in the Tri-Cities. Food is hearty fare like quesadillas, pretzels (with ‘nuclear sauce’!) and pizza, but locals rave about the potato soup. Start with a B-17 Brown or Atomic Amber – the beers might not blow your mind, but this is a fun, friendly hangout.





TavernaFUSION$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-628-0020; www.tagariswines.com; Tagaris Winery, 844 Tulip Lane, Richland; pizzas $14-16, dinner mains $19-52; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-close)


The sophisticated dining room at Tagaris Winery is impressive, but on a pretty day the patio rules. The seasonal menu includes beautifully plated seafood, steak and wood-fired flatbread pizzas.







8Getting There & Away

Greyhound ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-547-3151; www.greyhound.com; 535 N 1st Ave, Pasco) and Amtrak (www.amtrak.com) share a terminal. Greyhound buses go to Spokane (from $39, 2½ hours), Portland (from $40, four hours) and Seattle (from $42, 4½ hours) via Yakima and Ellensburg.

Amtrak’s Empire Builder stops here en route to Portland.






Walla Walla

[image: icon-phonegif]%509 / POP 32,854

Wheat and onions do the heavy lifting in Walla Walla’s agriculture-based economy, but when it comes to tourism, it’s all about the wine. The town and surrounding Walla Walla Valley produce some of the best vintages in the US, with more than 100 wineries and tasting rooms. And Walla Walla, more than any other Washington town, has the ingredients to support a burgeoning wine culture: a historic Main St, a handsome college campus, a warm, dry climate, and a clutch of fine restaurants pairing wine and food.

The undulating countryside is dotted with impressive-looking wind turbines, part of a major push toward renewable energy in the Pacific Northwest.


1Sights


Fort Walla Walla MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-525-7703; www.fwwm.org; 755 Myra Rd; adult/child $9/4; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Mar-Oct, to 4pm Nov-Feb; [image: icon-familygif]c)


This museum occupies the fort’s old cavalry stables, with a recreated pioneer village outside. The main exhibit hall contains displays on the Lewis and Clark expedition, local agriculture and military history, and the four large stable buildings hold collections of farm implements, a jail cell and a plastic replica of a 33-mule team used for harvesting wheat in the 1920s.





Whitman MissionHISTORIC SITE

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-522-6360; www.nps.gov/whmi; 328 Whitman Mission Rd; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-4pm late May-Sep, closed Mon & Tue rest of year, trails 8am-4:30pm daily) [image: icon-sustainable]S[image: icon-free]F


An erstwhile stop on the Oregon Trail, this is the site of what is widely known as the Whitman massacre: in 1847 white missionary Marcus Whitman and a dozen others were murdered by Cayuse Indians. This potent historic site 7 miles west of Walla Walla contains a museum and marked sites and monuments indicating where the mission once stood.






WORTH A TRIP

PALOUSE FALLS STATE PARK

Fifty-four miles north of Walla Walla and 83 miles west of Pullman, the jaw-droppingly magnificent Palouse Falls (https://parks.state.wa.us/559/Palouse-Falls; Palouse Falls Rd; Discover Pass per year/day $30/10; [image: icon-hoursgif]hsunrise-sunset) waterfall tumbles 198ft down a craggy, dry valley. Apart from its sudden, startling appearance, the falls’ primary claim to fame is that it became Washington’s official waterfall in 2014. If it were closer to a major city the roads would be clogged with tour buses, but as luck would have it, the park is on the way to and from absolutely nothing: you have to want to go here. Is it worth the drive? A thousand times yes. Bring a tripod and try for sunrise or sunset for the best light.






2Activities

Halcyon bike rides between wineries are just the tip of the outdoor-activity iceberg in Walla Walla. For the best information on bicycle routes in the area, and downloadable maps, visit http://wallawalla.org/things-to-do/cycling.


Umatilla National ForestHIKING

(www.fs.usda.gov/detail/umatilla/about-forest/offices)


Three-quarters of this protected area in the Blue Mountains lies across the state border in Oregon, but the Washington section contains plenty of hiking trails. Consult the ranger station in Walla Walla for maps, weather conditions and hiking recommendations.





Sleight of Hand CellarsWINE

(www.sofhcellars.com; 1959 JB George Rd; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-5pm daily May-Nov, closed Tue & Wed Dec-Apr)


One of the most fun wineries to visit in the valley, with rock and roll on vinyl, a very laid-back atmosphere, lots of laughs and incredible wines (the semidry, slightly effervescent ‘The Magician’ Riesling is particularly recommended).





Amavi CellarsWINE

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-525-3541; www.amavicellars.com; 3796 Peppers Bridge Rd; tasting $10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm)


South of Walla Walla, amid a scenic spread of grape and apple orchards, you can sample some of the most talked-about wines in the valley (try the Syrah and Cabernet Sauvignon). The classy yet comfortable patio has views of the Blue Mountains.





L’Ecole No 41WINE

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-525-0940; www.lecole.com; 41 Lowden School Rd; tasting $10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm)


About 10 miles west of Walla Walla, along W US 12, you can take a wine lesson at the bar of this restored early-1900s schoolhouse (if only school were always this fun!). The Semillon and Bordeaux earn easy As.





Dusted Valley WinesWINE

(1248 Old Milton Hwy; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-5pm Thu-Mon Apr-Nov)


At this great example of one of the valley’s better small wineries, the tasting room is attached to the owner’s home. Imbibe in the garden and grab lunch at one of the food trucks that often park nearby.





Canoe RidgeWINE

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-525-1843; www.canoeridgevineyard.com; 45 E Main St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-6pm)


Although the winery – in a restored 1905 streetcar engine house – is open by appointment only, Canoe Ridge has a new tasting room right downtown with regular hours. Try the Merlot and the Cabernet Sauvignon.





Waterbrook WineWINE

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-522-1262; www.waterbrook.com; 10518 W US 12; tasting $5-15; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-5pm Sun-Thu, to 6pm Fri & Sat)


About 10 miles west of town, this large, extremely manicured modern winery feels a bit slick and commercial, but it has attentive staff and the pond-side patio is a great place to sample from the long selection of wines on a sunny day. Full menu served Thursday to Sunday.





Otis KenyonWINE

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-525-3505; www.otiskenyonwine.com; 23 E Main St; tasting $10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-5pm Thu-Mon)


One of the better tasting rooms in the downtown area: the decor isn’t special, but the mysterious family story behind the label and the earthy Syrah certainly are.





Maison BleueWINE

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-525-9084; www.mbwinery.com; 20 N 2nd Ave; tasting $15; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-6pm Wed-Mon Mar-Dec)


This family-owned winery producing lauded Rhône-style wines has a stunning, blue-walled gem of a tasting room in downtown Walla Walla.







zFestivals & Events


Walla Walla Sweet Onion FestivalFOOD & DRINK

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-525-1031; www.sweetonions.org; [image: icon-hoursgif]hmid-Jul)


The Walla Walla Sweet Onion Festival, held on Main St downtown, celebrates the valley’s renowned crop (now upstaged by the region’s wine). There are food booths and cooking demonstrations, a 3-mile fun run and live music.







4Sleeping


Walla Walla Garden MotelMOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-529-1220; www.wallawallagardenmotel.com; 2279 Isaacs Ave; s/d from $72/94; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


A simple family-run motel halfway to the airport, the Garden Motel is welcoming and bike friendly, with safe bike storage and plenty of local maps.





Green Gables InnB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-525-5501; www.greengablesinn.com; 922 Bonsella St; r $119-250; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


While it’s a long way from Prince Edward Island – the setting for Anne of Green Gables – this inn in a 1909 Craftsman-style home plays heavily on the classic book and features five rooms named after instances in LM Montgomery’s famous novel. Enjoy candlelit breakfasts, a shady wraparound porch, and rooms replete with bathrobes and fresh flowers.





[image: icon-top-choice]oMarcus Whitman HotelHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-525-2200; www.marcuswhitmanhotel.com; 6 W Rose St; r from $159; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Walla Walla’s best-known landmark is also the town’s only tall building, impossible to miss with its distinctive rooftop turret. In keeping with the settlement’s well-preserved image, the redbrick 1928 beauty has been elegantly renovated and decorated, with ample rooms and suites in rusts and browns, embellished with Italian-crafted furniture, huge beds and great views over the nearby Blue Mountains.





[image: icon-top-choice]oInn at AbejaINN$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-522-1234; www.abeja.net; 2014 Mill Creek Rd; r from $319; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


If you have your own transportation and feel like spoiling yourself, spend a night at this historic farmhouse and winery set in the foothills of the Blue Mountains, 4 miles east of Walla Walla. Luxury accommodations are in impeccably restored self-contained houses that each played a historical role at the farm (hayloft, mechanic’s shed etc). Wine tastings by appointment.







5Eating


[image: icon-top-choice]oAndrae’s KitchenAMERICAN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-572-0728; https://andraeskitchen.com; 706 W Rose St; mains $10-15; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-8pm Mon-Sat, to 4pm Sun)


Yep, it’s inside a gas station. You got a problem with that? Well, you won’t after you eat here. Super-creative burgers, tacos, po’boys, gyros, all made from scratch…this is not gas-station food. Even the coleslaw has a complex flavor profile. Anything with smoked pork is a good bet; Andrae himself might be here running the smoker or chatting with locals.





GrazeCAFE$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-522-9991; www.grazeplaces.com; 5 S Colville St; sandwiches $8-12; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-7:30pm Mon-Sat, to 3:30pm Sun; [image: icon-veggif]v)


Amazing sandwiches are packed for your picnic or (if you can get a table) eaten in at this simple cafe. Try the turkey-and-pear panini with provolone and blue cheese or the flank-steak torta with pickled jalapeños, avocado, tomato, cilantro and chipotle dressing. There are plenty of vegetarian options.





Colville Street PatisserieBAKERY$

(www.colvillestreetpatisserie.com; 40 S Colville St; pastries from $2; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-8pm Mon-Thu, to 9pm Fri & Sat, to 6pm Sun)


Gorgeous pastries, outrageously delicious gelato and good coffee in a spacious, well-lit and modern space. Try the chocolate-caramel tart ($6) if they have it.





Olive Marketplace & CaféCAFE$

(21 E Main St; mains $8-15; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-9pm)


In the historic 1885 Barrett Building, this breezy cafe-market serving breakfast, lunch and dinner is a good place to line your stomach for an impending wine tasting. Go for the creative breakfast dishes (the likes of scrambled eggs with olives and feta in a pita) in the morning, and tasty salads or sandwiches (roasted lamb, chicken tinga) later in the day.





[image: icon-top-choice]oSaffron Mediterranean KitchenMEDITERRANEAN$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-525-2112; www.saffronmediterraneankitchen.com; 125 W Alder St; flatbreads $14-16, mains $25-45; [image: icon-hoursgif]h2-9pm Mon-Fri, noon-9pm Sat & Sun)


This place isn’t about cooking, it’s about alchemy: Saffron takes seasonal, local ingredients and turns them into pure gold. The Med-inspired menu lists dishes such as asparagus-fontina flatbread, wood-grilled quail with dates and olives, and eggplant, lamb and pork-belly lasagna. Then there are the intelligently paired wines – and gorgeous atmosphere. Reserve.





Brasserie 4FRENCH$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-529-2011; 4 E Main St; mains $18-32; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-9pm Tue-Thu, noon-9pm Fri & Sat)


Sharing a latitude with Bordeaux and a French passion for growing grapes, it was only a matter of time before Walla Walla got this français. Cool, minimalist, the waitstaff knows its wines and the Gallic-inspired food is more than just a few pretentious names on the menu. Try the moules frites (mussels and fries), cheese plate or excellent steaks.





Whitehouse-Crawford RestaurantFUSION$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-525-2222; www.whitehousecrawford.com; 55 W Cherry St; dinner mains $27-48; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-9pm)


Make a beeline for this fine-dining establishment housed in an impressively renovated 1905 woodworking mill. Great local seafood and produce highlight the seasonally (and daily) varying menu.





MarcFRENCH$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-525-2200; www.marcuswhitmanhotel.com; 6 W Rose St; dinner mains $36-40; [image: icon-hoursgif]hfrom 5:30pm, lounge from 4pm)


Widely lauded fine dining in the Marcus Whitman Hotel; try to bag the chef’s table in the kitchen, where you’ll get a special meal prepared for you as you watch. The small-plate, many-course food is inspired by seasonal Pacific Northwest ingredients. Fancy mac ’n’ cheese, fish-and-chips and burgers ($14 to $19) are available in the attached lounge.







6Drinking & Nightlife


Laht Neppur Brewing CoBREWERY

(https://lahtneppur.com; 444 Preston Ave/US 12, Waitsburg; mains $6-9, pizzas $18-27; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-8pm Sun, Mon, Wed & Thu, to 9pm Fri & Sat)


This friendly little tasting room smells exactly like a brewpub should, and the beers match – from the Oatmeal Porter to the Backseat Blonde. There are peanut shells on the floor, pizzas on the menu and in warm weather an outdoor seating area signed ‘Husband Day Care.’





Public House 124COCKTAIL BAR

(https://ph124.com; 124 E Main St; cocktails $11.50; [image: icon-hoursgif]h3-10pm Tue-Sat)


With specialty cocktails and a snackish menu that includes everything from truffle fries to ramen, this is one of the few bars in town where you can grab a nice pint of craft beer, but it’s definitely on the upscale side. Try a Fresh Thyme Smash cocktail with your favorite type of booze.





Coffee PerkCAFE

(4 1st St; hot drinks $2-5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-8pm Mon-Sat, 7:30am-7:30pm Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


A comfortable hangout with friendly service, good lattes (including all the trendy superfood ones like matcha), over half a dozen types of drip coffee, croissant sandwiches and free wi-fi.







3Entertainment


Walla Walla SymphonyCLASSICAL MUSIC

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-529-8020; www.wwsymphony.org; 13½ E Main St; tickets $5-30)


Walla Walla has had a symphony orchestra since 1907, and it also runs a robust educational arm, including a youth symphony and free in-school performances. Tackling everything from Holst to Gershwin, it runs an annual six-concert series in Cordiner Hall at Whitman College.





Harper Joy TheatreTHEATER

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-527-5180; www.whitman.edu/academics/departments-and-programs/theatre-and-dance/harper-joy-theatre; 345 Boyer Ave; adult/student & senior $12/8)


Walla Walla’s culture vultures wander over to Whitman College’s theater department for renditions of Shakespeare, Rodgers and Hammerstein, and plenty of local fare.







8Information

Chamber of Commerce ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-525-0850; www.wwvchamber.com; 29 E Sumach St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8:30am-5pm Mon-Fri) For maps and information on wine tasting. Also has an information kiosk at 14 E Main St.

Ranger Station ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-522 6290; www.fs.usda.gov/detail/umatilla/about-forest/offices; 1415 W Rose St.; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-4:30pm Mon-Fri) For info on hiking in the Umatilla National Forest.




8Getting There & Away


AIR

Alaska Airlines has two daily flights to Seattle-Tacoma International Airport from Walla Walla Regional Airport (www.wallawallaairport.com; 45 Terminal Loop), northeast of town off US 12.




BUS

Greyhound buses run once daily to Seattle ($47, seven hours) via Pasco, Yakima and Ellensburg; change buses in Pasco for Spokane.

Comfortable Grape Line ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-529-7442; www.grapeline.us; 108 W Main St; one way $15) buses run three times daily to Pasco ($15). Hop on at Walla Walla airport, Whitman College, or the Valley Transit Center on W Main St.


Valley Transit ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-525-9140; www.valleytransit.com; fares 50-75¢) has local buses around Walla Walla and its environs.








Pullman

[image: icon-phonegif]%509 / POP 33,354

Another of Washington’s liberal university towns, Pullman lies in the midst of the golden Palouse region, a fertile patchwork of rolling hills and well-tilled agricultural fields replete with wheat, lentils, barley and peas that is excellent for cycling.


1Sights


Jordan Schnitzer Museum of ArtMUSEUM

(https://museum.wsu.edu; Fine Arts Center, 1535 Wilson Rd; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Tue-Sat) [image: icon-free]F


Washington State University’s art museum has a large permanent collection of mostly Northwestern art and stages several temporary exhibits each year of multimedia art from around the world. Recent examples include prints and textiles by Louise Bourgeois and a series of films of Seattle’s On the Boards performance group in action.





Washington State UniversityUNIVERSITY

(WSU; [image: icon-phonegif]%509-335-3564; www.wsu.edu; NE Stadium Way)


Most of Pullman’s sights are related directly to expansive WSU, which accommodates more than 22,000 students and one of Washington’s leading agricultural schools. In this small ‘city within a city’ is the university’s Museum of Art, which mounts some lively, well-curated shows featuring Northwestern artists.





Jacklin Collection MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-335-3009; Webster Physical Sciences Bldg; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-5pm Mon-Fri Sep-May, to 4pm Jun-Aug) [image: icon-free]F


If you’re a fan of geodes and thunder eggs, stop in at this museum in the School of the Environment, showcasing the more than 2000 specimens of petrified wood collected by a couple of Washington State University alumni from Spokane. In the same complex is a collection of fluorescent minerals and an exhibit of fossils memorializing former WSU geologist Harold Eugene Culver.







zFestivals & Events


Palouse Bike WeekCYCLING

(https://pullmanchamber.com/bikeweek; [image: icon-hoursgif]hlate Sep)


A week of bicycle-centric events each fall designed to highlight the cycling glory of the Palouse, including free workshops on flat-fixing and commuting, happy-hour rides, and a bicycle show-and-shine.







4Sleeping


Hilltop Inn & RestaurantINN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-332-0928; www.hilltopinnpullman.com; 928 NW Olsen St; r from $99; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s)


A convenient stopover a mile outside the downtown core, this modern, businessy hotel sits high on a hill with views toward the university, and has 115 functional rooms and an on-site restaurant.





Cougarland MotelMOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-334-3535; www.cougarlandmotel.com; 150 W Main St; r from $80; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Basic, aging motel with big rooms, an excellent downtown location and some of the best prices in town.







5Eating


Ferdinand’s Ice Cream ShoppeICE CREAM$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-335-2141; https://creamery.wsu.edu/ferdinands-ice-cream-shoppe; 2035 Ferdinand’s Lane; milkshakes $3-4; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9:30am-4:30pm Mon-Fri)


Ferdinand is the pacifist bull from a beloved children’s book and Disney short film – his story decorates this cute little ice-cream shop in illustrated panels. In addition to seriously good ice cream in dozens of flavors, this is the source for regionally famous, locally made Cougar Gold cheese (white sharp cheddar, sold by the can).





Black CypressAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-334-5800; www.theblackcypress.com; 215 E Main St; mains $14-28; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-10pm Mon-Sat)


Considered the best dining experience in the region, the Black Cypress turns out excellent roasts and pastas in a window-lit, homey atmosphere. Reservations are recommended.







8Information

Pullman Chamber of Commerce ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-334-3565; https://pullmanchamber.com; 415 N Grand Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Mon-Fri) For a full lowdown on the area and its facilities.




8Getting There & Away

Northwestern Trailways ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-838-4029; www.northwesterntrailways.com) links Pullman to other cities such as Spokane ($30, 1½ hours). The bus stop is at 1205 N Grand Ave.








NORTHEASTERN WASHINGTON

Bordered by Canada to the north and Idaho to the east, northeastern Washington is dominated by the understated yet populous city of Spokane, and is internationally famous for producing one of the 20th century’s greatest engineering marvels: the gargantuan Grand Coulee Dam. But few people visit the region, and tourist services are skimpy outside of Spokane and the dam area; only a few small towns are scattered across the protected hills and boreal pine forests of the Okanogan and Colville National Forests. Climatically, the northeast is a transition zone, with a dry belt running immediately east of the Cascade Mountains, while wetter, more humid air seeps into the verdant Kettle River Range and Selkirk Mountains closer to Idaho. This region marks Washington’s only real incursion into the Rocky Mountains.


Spokane

[image: icon-phonegif]%509 / POP 217,108

Washington’s second-biggest population center (edging out Tacoma by about 5000 people) is situated at the nexus of the Pacific Northwest’s ‘Inland Empire,’ on the banks of the Spokane River. It’s home to the impressive Northwest Museum of Arts & Culture, which mounts thoughtful, world-class exhibitions on regional subjects, from paintings of the arctic wilderness to Native American beadwork to prints and sculptures by Inuit artists. There’s also Gonzaga University, the 1974 World’s Fair site, and a dramatic waterfall right in the middle of a well-preserved historic downtown core. There are plenty of rough edges left, but a patient visitor can find a lot of surprising beauty and charm in this oft-maligned city.

Spokane was also the childhood home of crooner Bing Crosby; a museum and theater bear his name, and the Historic Davenport Hotel has display cases of Crosby memorabilia in its lobby.

[image: 18-spokane-pnw8-jpg]


Spokane


1Sights

1Monroe Street BridgeB3

2Riverfront ParkC2

3Sculpture WalkC3

4Spokane FallsC2

5Spokane Falls SkyRideC3




4Sleeping

6Historic Davenport HotelC4

7Hotel LussoC4

8Hotel RubyB4

9Montvale HotelB4




5Eating

10ClinkerdaggerC2

11Frank’s DinerA4

12Main Market Co-opD3
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6Drinking & Nightlife
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17Durkin’s Liquor BarC3




3Entertainment

18Bing Crosby TheaterB4

19First Interstate Center for the ArtsD3

20Spokane ArenaC1




7Shopping
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1Sights

Stroll downtown through historic architecture and along the lively riverfront, where several viewpoints provide dramatic close-ups of the falls.


[image: icon-top-choice]oNorthwest Museum of Arts & CultureMUSEUM

(MAC; [image: icon-phonegif]%509-456-3931; www.northwestmuseum.org; 2316 W 1st Ave; adult/child $10/5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Tue-Sun, to 8pm 3rd Thu of month; [image: icon-familygif]c)


In a striking state-of-the-art building in the beautiful Browne’s Addition neighborhood, this museum is well worth a visit. It has one of the finest collections of Native American artifacts in the Northwest, and stages ambitious temporary exhibits several times a year that illuminate key regional artists (like glass master Dale Chihuly) and cultural phenomena (pioneer quilts, indigenous beadwork etc).





Riverside State ParkPARK

(www.riversidestatepark.org) [image: icon-sustainable]S[image: icon-free]F


This park, 6 miles northwest of downtown Spokane, consists of 10,000 acres of protected forest and trails where you can run, walk or cycle to your heart’s content. Among the park’s natural highlights is the Bowl & Pitcher, a deep gorge with huge boulders at a bend in the river, near the southern entrance. A swinging suspension bridge, built in the 1930s by the Civilian Conservation Corps, crosses the river here, and there’s a campground nearby.





Riverfront ParkPARK

(www.spokaneriverfrontpark.com; [image: icon-familygif]c)


The site of the 1974 World’s Fair and Exposition, this downtown park has numerous highlights, including a 17-point Sculpture Walk (map Google map) and the scenic Spokane Falls. A short gondola ride, the Spokane Falls SkyRide (map Google map; adult/child $7.75/5.75; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-7pm) takes you directly across the falls, or get an equally spectacular view from the Monroe Street Bridge (map Google map), built in 1911 and still one of the largest concrete arches in the USA. An ongoing renovation project means that a few areas of the park are closed due to construction.





Spokane FallsWATERFALL

(map Google map)


The Upper and Lower Falls of the Spokane River, conveniently located right downtown, are not only visually impressive but also quite refreshing in summer, if you stand close enough. The best viewing points for the Upper Falls are the footbridge across Canada Island and the Howard St bridge. For the Lower Falls, head beneath the Monroe Street Bridge.





Bing Crosby HouseMUSEUM

(508 E Sharp Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Mon-Fri, 1-4pm Sat) [image: icon-free]F


The immortal Bing Crosby donated a comprehensive collection of his recordings and paraphernalia to alma mater Gonzaga University (www.gonzaga.edu), and many of these items are displayed in this museum housed in his childhood home (now part of the university campus).





Jundt Art MuseumMUSEUM

(www.gonzaga.edu/student-life/arts-culture/jundt-art-museum; 202 E Cataldo Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Mon-Sat) [image: icon-free]F


In the university art center at the end of Pearl St is this museum housing a good collection of classical sculpture and painting, as well as an 18ft chandelier by glass artist Dale Chihuly.







2Activities

While Walla Walla and the Yakima Valley are the most obvious stops on the Washington wine-tasting circuit, Spokane has also developed a decent clutch of wineries and tasting rooms.

The town’s outdoor activities center on golf and skiing; there are several cross-country-skiing trails in, and just past, nearby Mt Spokane State Park.


Arbor Crest Wine CellarsWINE

(www.arborcrest.com; 4705 N Fruit Hill Rd; wine flights $10-16; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-5pm, to 8pm Thu & Sun)


The hilltop location with views over Spokane, and the landmark estate, blooming grounds and music performances on Thursday and Sunday throughout summer make this winery and vineyard a destination. The wines add to the romance (it’s no wonder this is a popular spot for weddings). Try any of the great-value reds. There’s also a tasting room inside the Davenport Hotel.





Mt Spokane Ski & Snowboard ParkSKIING

(www.mtspokane.com; Hwy 206; day pass adult/child $59/49; [image: icon-familygif]c)


This refreshingly unhyped ski resort, featuring a 2100ft vertical drop, is just 30 miles northeast of Spokane at the end of Hwy 206.





Latah Creek Wine CellarsWINE

(www.latahcreek.com; 13030 E Indiana Ave; tasting $5-10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm)


If white’s your tipple, try the sweet Rieslings and Chardonnays at Latah Creek Wine Cellars, east of the city off I-90 exit 289.







zFestivals & Events


Volume Inlander Music FestivalMUSIC

(https://volume.inlander.com; weekend pass in advance/on the day $29/35; [image: icon-hoursgif]hlate May-early Jun)


About a hundred bands take over downtown Spokane’s live-music venues for the weekend. Excellent-value wristbands get you in (a few venues are all ages, but most are for those 21 and over), and there’s a free shuttle to get you around so you don’t miss anything on your schedule.





Bloomsday RunSPORTS

(www.bloomsdayrun.org; entry fee $22; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMay)


It is said that Spokane breeds two sorts of citizens: those who run Bloomsday and those who watch. Born out of the 1970s running craze, the annual 7.5-mile May dash regularly garners 40,000 to 50,000 participants and reached a peak of 61,298 runners in 1996.







4Sleeping


EJ Roberts Mansion B&BB&B$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-456-8839; www.ejrobertsmansion.com; 1923 W 1st Ave; r from $125; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


You haven’t really absorbed Spokane until you’ve sniffed around the upper-crust Browne’s Addition and its stately homes. After nearly 25 years of renovation, this historic 1889 Queen Anne mansion that once belonged to a local railroad tycoon is now a plush five-suite B&B and wedding venue, retaining its Victorian essence without being too frilly. Expect exquisite breakfasts and service.





Hotel RubyMOTEL$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%509-747-1041; www.hotelrubyspokane.com; 901 W 1st Ave; r from $81; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


An arty redesign of a formerly basic motel, the Ruby has a ’70s feel, with cool original art on the walls and a sleek cocktail lounge adjoining the lobby. Rooms have mini fridge and microwave, and you can use the gym at the nearby sister hotel, Ruby 2, cool in its own right (rooms from $78).





Montvale HotelBOUTIQUE HOTEL$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%509-747-1919; www.montvalespokane.com; 1005 W 1st Ave; r $96-127; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Built in 1899 to house miners and laborers who wearily landed here, Spokane’s oldest hotel has since been freshened up by the owners of the Ruby hotels. The upstairs atrium is an open, airy space with sleek modern furnishings, and rooms have a pared-down dignity with all the modern comforts. There are two restaurants, a deli and a lounge on-site.





Riverside State ParkCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%888-226-7688; https://parks.state.wa.us/573/Riverside; 4427 N Aubrey L White Pkwy; tent/RV sites from $27/37)


Located at the Bowl & Pitcher area on a bend in the Spokane River, this pleasant campground 5 miles northwest of downtown has 32 sites, showers, restrooms and a store. If it’s full, there’s another campground at Nine Mile, open mid-May to mid-September.





[image: icon-top-choice]oHistoric Davenport HotelHISTORIC HOTEL$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%800-899-1482; www.thedavenporthotel.com; 10 S Post St; r from $200; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s)


This historic landmark (opened in 1914) is considered one of the best hotels in the country. Even if you’re not staying here, linger in the exquisite lobby or have a drink in the Peacock Lounge. The adjacent, modern Davenport Tower sports a safari-themed lobby and bar.





Hotel LussoBOUTIQUE HOTEL$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%509-747-9750; www.hotellusso.com; 808 W Sprague Ave; r from $220; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Offering a heritage-style luxury that’s on par with its illustrious neighbor the Davenport (the hotels are also under the same management), the excellent-value Lusso is a labyrinth of twisting and turning hallways leading to rooms with glittering marble bathrooms and solid wooden furnishings. Service is equally spiffy. Ask for a room facing the street rather than the alley.







5Eating


Main Market Co-opSUPERMARKET$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%509-458-2667; https://mainmarket.coop; 44 W Main Ave; deli mains $4-9; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-9pm Mon-Sat, 10am-7pm Sun; [image: icon-veggif]v) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Spokane’s organic grocery co-op is also a great place to get a healthy meal on a budget. The menu changes weekly, but there are always hearty soups (meat and veggie), paninis, a salad bar and hot-food specials. Every Thursday from 4pm to 7pm the store offers a ‘community meal’ for just $3 (with a meat and a vegan option).





Flying GoatPIZZA$

(3318 W Northwest Blvd; pizzas $12-17; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat)


This place is always packed with happy diners noshing on some of the city’s best pizzas and knocking back hazy IPAs, saisons and sour beers, and hard ciders. Thin-crust pies come in creative combos like yellow-curry chicken (the ‘D Street,’ recommended) or pulled pork and caramelized onion. There are 15 taps, including local brews from No-Li and Perry Street Brewing.





Frank’s DinerBREAKFAST$

(map Google map; www.franksdiners.com; 516 W 2nd Ave; breakfast mains $7-19; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-9pm)


A little west of downtown is this enchantingly restored vintage railway car that knocks out a classic breakfast, including good eggs and no-frills biscuits and gravy. Frank’s operated as a Seattle diner from 1931 until it was moved to Spokane in 1991. Arrive early to beat the queues. There’s also a northside location at 10929 N Newport Hwy.





Mary Lou’s Milk BottleDINER$

(802 W Garland Ave; burgers $5-8; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-8pm Mon-Sat, to 4pm Sun)


Sidle up to the counter at this tiny diner shaped like a milk bottle, where the real novelty is a made-from-scratch burger that beats the pants off most burgers twice its price. Milkshakes are great, too, and they come with the extra that didn’t fit in the glass.





[image: icon-top-choice]oCasper FrySOUTHERN US$$

(www.casperfry.com; 928 S Perry St; dinner mains $15-26; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-9pm Tue-Thu, to 10pm Fri, 9am-2pm & 4-10pm Sat, 9am-2pm & 4-9pm Sun)


This pub-style brick eatery with rustic polished-wood tables serves state-famous, upscale Southern comfort food. Homegrown and culinary artistry are the philosophies behind gorgeous dishes such as buttermilk fried chicken, jambalaya, smoked pork chop, and shrimp and grits. The fried-chicken biscuit at brunch should not be missed.





[image: icon-top-choice]oRuinsAMERICAN, FUSION$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%509-443-5606; 825 N Monroe St; small plates $6-17; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-3pm & 5-10pm Tue-Fri, 9:30am-2pm & 5-11pm Sat, 9:30am-2pm & 5-9pm Sun, 5-10pm Mon)


This stylish little place has a constantly changing menu of mostly small plates and snacks to pair with perfectly crafted cocktails. Expect fresh twists on anything from pad Thai to street tacos, banh mi to burgers, plus some heartier fare (recently a carne asada plate) for sharing – or not. Slip in late and grab a seat at the bar.





[image: icon-top-choice]oWild Sage American BistroNORTHWESTERN US$$$

(map Google map; www.wildsagebistro.com; 916 W 2nd Ave; mains $18-42; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4-9pm Mon-Thu, to 10pm Fri-Sun) [image: icon-sustainable]S


The intimate yet simple decor and fresh local ingredients, creatively and elegantly prepared, see Wild Sage consistently rated as one of Spokane’s top dining spots. The Alaskan halibut, honey-Dijon chicken and coconut-cream layer cake come highly recommended, and there’s a gluten-free menu and an excellent selection of wines and craft cocktails.





MizunaFUSION$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%509-747-2004; www.mizuna.com; 214 N Howard St; dinner mains $21-36; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-10pm Mon-Sat, 4-10pm Sun; [image: icon-veggif]v)


Located in an antique brick building, the simply furnished Mizuna is well known for its specialties, such as quinoa meatloaf and pan-roasted organic chicken, as well as an extensive vegetarian menu. Wash dinner down with an exquisite wine for a memorable experience.





ClinkerdaggerFUSION$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%509-328-5965; www.clinkerdagger.com; 621 W Mallon Ave; dinner mains $19-46; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-2:30pm Mon-Sat, 4:30-9pm Mon-Thu, 4-10pm Fri & Sat, 3-8pm Sun)


If you want good food and a classic Spokane Falls view, this is the place. Wedged into the historic Flour Mill building, the Clinkerdagger has wraparound windows and a dining deck jutting out over the river, plus a cozy old-school brick-and-wood bar area. The food is as elegant as the setting and includes grilled king salmon and rock-salt-roasted prime ribs.







6Drinking & Nightlife


Atticus CoffeeCOFFEE

(map Google map; 222 N Howard St; tea/espresso from $2/3; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7:30am-6pm Mon-Sat, 9am-5pm Sun)


As much a well-curated gift shop as a coffeehouse, this bookish, bright and convivial cafe serves an amazing selection of loose teas and perfect coffee. Good luck resisting the urge to pick up a handmade mug, artisan soap or kitty-faced pot holder while you’re here. Wi-fi is available Monday to Friday.





Durkin’s Liquor BarCOCKTAIL BAR

(map Google map; www.durkinsliquorbar.com; 415 W Main Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-11pm Mon-Thu, to 1am Fri & Sat)


Get in on Spokane’s serious-cocktail scene (no, really!) at this speakeasy-style joint with a snug little bar in the basement. The building once belonged to notorious liquor tycoon Jimmy Durkin. Try the Black Friday, a lime-ginger concoction with beet syrup and activated charcoal. The owners also run Casper Fry, meaning the food is ace (get the fried bologna sandwich).





Perry Street BrewingCRAFT BEER

(www.perrystreetbrewing.com; 1025 S Perry St, No 2; [image: icon-hoursgif]h2-10pm Tue-Thu, 11:30am-11pm Fri & Sat, 11:30am-10pm Sun)


In a modern space with concrete floors and big windows, this brewery cranks out some of Spokane’s best-loved beers. It’s known for IPAs (try the kumquat IPA), but other choices abound if hops isn’t your thing; order a pretzel (or a plate of pretzel-bun sliders!) and a few tasters to find your favorite. Inquisitive beer nerds are very welcome here.





The ShopCOFFEE

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-534-1647; 924 S Perry St; sandwiches from $5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-8pm Mon-Wed, to 9pm Thu & Fri, 7am-9pm Sat, 7am-8pm Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


This scruffy little coffee shop in a garage is part of the small but lively Perry St district, a fun neighborhood just southeast of downtown. Small tables ideal for chatting or working clutter up the space, and there are breakfast sandwiches, vegan pastries, good coffee, beer and wine, and live music some nights.





No-Li BrewhouseBREWERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-242-2739; www.nolibrewhouse.com; 1003 E Trent Ave; mains $12-18; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-10pm Sun-Thu, 11am-11pm Fri & Sat)


A massively popular hangout near Gonzaga University, Spokane’s best microbrewery serves some weird and wonderful flavors, including a tart cherry ale and an imperial stout with coffee, chocolate and brown-sugar tones. Food wise, check out the cod and chips cooked in batter made with the brewery’s own pale ale.







3Entertainment


First Interstate Center for the ArtsPERFORMING ARTS

(map Google map; Performing Arts Center; [image: icon-phonegif]%509-279-7000; www.spokanecenter.com; 334 W Spokane Falls Blvd)


Renamed and reopened after a massive upgrade, the main performing-arts venue in the Spokane area was part of the 1974 World’s Fair and seats 2600. It hosts everything from opera and symphony performances to theater productions, lectures and stand-up comedy.





Bing Crosby TheaterTHEATER

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%509-227-7638; www.bingcrosbytheater.com; 901 W Sprague Ave)


Bing Crosby hailed from Spokane, and now his namesake venue, a nicely restored retro theater, presents concerts, plays and festivals in an elegant and intimate setting.





Spokane ArenaCONCERT VENUE

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%509-279-7000; www.spokanearena.com; 720 W Mallon Ave)


Catch major touring bands, comedians and other performers, as well as sporting events, at this 11,000-seat hall opposite the Flour Mill.







7Shopping


Auntie’s BookstoreBOOKS

(map Google map; www.auntiesbooks.com; 402 W Main Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm Mon, to 9pm Tue-Sat, 11am-6pm Sun)


A fantastic bookshop with an excellent travel section, regular author readings and book signings, and lots of magazines, games and gifts.







8Information

Visitor Information Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%888-776-5263, 509-744-3341; www.visitspokane.com; 620 W Spokane Falls Blvd; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-7pm Jun-Sep, to 6pm rest of year) In Riverfront Park, near the carousel.




8Getting There & Away


AIR

Spokane International Airport (www.spokaneairports.net) Six airlines serve destinations around the US.




BUS

Greyhound (www.greyhound.com) buses head off daily to Seattle ($37, six hours, three daily) and Pasco ($37, 2½ hours), departing from the Spokane Intermodal Center (221 W 1st Ave).




TRAIN

The Amtrak Chicago–Seattle Empire Builder divides in Spokane, with trains heading to Portland via Pasco and Seattle via Wenatchee once a day in either direction.






8Getting Around

Spokane Transit ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-328-7433; www.spokanetransit.com; 701 W Riverside Ave; day pass $4) buses depart from streets bordering the Plaza, a huge indoor transit station at Sprague Ave and Wall St. Bus 60 goes to the airport from the Plaza ($2, 40 minutes, twice hourly).






Grand Coulee Dam Area

[image: icon-phonegif]%509

While the more famous Hoover Dam (conveniently located between Las Vegas and the Grand Canyon) gets around 1.6 million visitors per year, the four-times-larger and arguably more significant Grand Coulee Dam (inconveniently located far from everything) gets only a trickle of tourism. If you’re in the area, don’t miss it – it’s one of the country’s most spectacular displays of engineering and you’ll probably get to enjoy it crowd free.

The towns servicing the dam – Coulee Dam, Grand Coulee, Electric City and Elmer City – are sleepy and bland, but the surrounding gorge scenery is spectacular. Grand Coulee has a small heritage area, and walking-tour maps are available at most hotels and at the Grand Coulee Dam Visitor Center.


History

Using the raw power of the mighty Columbia River was always going to be logistically difficult. The problem was solved in the 1930s by the building of the gargantuan Grand Coulee Dam, still the biggest concrete structure in the US and also the country’s largest producer of electricity. Aside from providing enough hydroelectric power to fuel multiple cities, the dam irrigates more than half a million acres of Central Washington and provides year-round recreation (and tourist dollars) for millions of people. All told, its economic importance dwarfs its significant physical presence.

These benefits had other costs, of course: several towns and Native American villages were flooded out of existence when the dam was built, and the abundant salmon population once found in the river is gone. Working on the dam was incredibly dangerous, too. Displays at the visitor center do a good job of describing the human costs of this impressive engineering feat.




1Sights


[image: icon-top-choice]oGrand Coulee DamLANDMARK

The Grand Coulee Dam Visitor Center details the history of the dam and surrounding area with movies, photos and interactive exhibits. Free guided tours of the facility run regularly, leaving from the visitor center, and involve taking a glass-walled elevator 465ft down into the Third Power Plant, where you can view the generators from an observation deck.




Lake Roosevelt National Recreation AreaNATIONAL PARK

(www.nps.gov/laro/index.htm) [image: icon-free]F


Dry, sunny weather prevails here, drawing people to camp and play on Lake Roosevelt’s southern white-sand beaches. As the 130-mile lake inches its way north to Canada, the desert cliffs and high coulee walls give way to rolling hills and orchards, becoming dense forests of ponderosa pine around Kettle Falls.





Fort Spokane Museum & Visitor CenterMUSEUM

(www.nps.gov/laro/learn/historyculture/fort-spokane.htm; 44150 District Office Lane, Davenport; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9:30am-5pm Memorial Day-Labor Day) [image: icon-free]F


To uncover the history of the Grand Coulee Dam area, visit Fort Spokane Museum & Visitor Center off Hwy 25, 23 miles north of Davenport, where original fort buildings from 1880 tell the story of how white settlers attempted to quell the region’s Native American tribes.







zFestivals & Events


Laser ShowLIGHT SHOW

(www.usbr.gov/pn/grandcoulee/visit/laser.html; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10pm Jun & Jul, 9:30pm Aug, 8:30pm Sep)


The free laser show ‘One River, Many Voices’ illustrates the history of the Columbia River and its various dams against a gloriously vivid backdrop. It’s best seen from the visitor-center parking lot and the adjoining park.







4Sleeping


Keller Ferry CampgroundCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-647-5755; www.lakerooseveltadventures.com/keller-ferry-campground; tent & RV sites from $18)


Fourteen miles north of Wilbur, this campground on the bank of the Columbia River offers a plethora of activities on Lake Roosevelt. The Keller Ferry connects it with the continuation of Hwy 21 on the north bank.





Columbia River InnINN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-633-2100; www.columbiariverinn.com; 10 Lincoln Ave, Coulee Dam; r/ste from $118/129; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s)


Opposite the visitor center is this clean, comfortable inn, with some Jacuzzi rooms, a fitness center and a sauna. It’s the best place in town.







8Information

Grand Coulee Dam Visitor Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-633-9265; www.usbr.gov/pn/grandcoulee/visit; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-11pm mid-May–Jul, to 10:30pm Aug, to 9:30pm Sep, to 5pm Oct–mid-May) The informative visitor center details the history of the dam and surrounding area with movies, photos and interactive exhibits. Free 50-minute guided tours (daily at 10am, noon, 2pm and 3:30pm) take you by van across the top of the dam, via huge water-transport pumps.

Lake Roosevelt National Recreation Area Headquarters ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-754-7800; www.nps.gov/laro; 1008 Crest Dr; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-4pm) Info center on Lake Roosevelt, the 130-mile lake created when the Grand Coulee Dam was built.




8Getting Around

The Keller Ferry (www.wsdot.wa.gov/travel/mode/ferries/keller-ferry; free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-11:30pm) crosses the Columbia River, linking Keller Ferry Campground with the continuation of Hwy 21.






Okanogan River Valley

A geographical extension of British Columbia’s Okanagan region, the Okanogan (note the subtle spelling change) forms Washington’s biggest, yet most sparsely populated, county and remains one of the lesser-known parts of the state. The county capital is the town of Okanogan, derived from the native Salish word for ‘rendezvous’ (population 2570). The county’s largest town is Omak, known for its annual stampede.

Much of the southeastern section of Okanogan County belongs to the Colville Indian Reservation. It’s rich in outdoor activities, from fishing, hiking and camping to bird-watching, skiing and mountain biking, but otherwise there aren’t many obvious tourist attractions – though you might uncover eerie ghost towns and lonely mountain ranges.


1Sights & Activities

The varied landscape around Okanogan and Omak offers plenty of outdoor possibilities, including a small ski center at the Loup Loup Ski Bowl (www.skitheloup.com; day pass adult/child $50/28; [image: icon-hoursgif]hDec-Mar; [image: icon-familygif]c), just off Hwy 20, 18 miles west of Okanogan. Hiking and biking are also popular here in summer.


Fort Okanogan State ParkPARK

(www.stateparks.com/fort_okanogan_state_park_in_washington.html; junction US 97 & Hwy 17; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Wed-Sun May-Sep)


To get acquainted with local history, call in at the interpretive center at Fort Okanogan State Park, 4 miles northeast of the town of Brewster. It tells the story of the valley’s original Native American inhabitants and relates how three different fur-trading companies successively occupied the site of the old fort in the early 19th century.







zFestivals & Events


Omak StampedeCULTURAL

(www.omakstampede.org; Eastside Park; tickets $11-28; [image: icon-hoursgif]hmid-Aug)


The annual Omak Stampede is a well-known local spectacle that includes the notorious ‘Suicide Race,’ a 210ft plunge down a 60-degree slope on horseback followed by the fording of the Okanogan River. (The event has raised the ire of animal-rights groups for the danger it poses to horses.) There’s also a Native American powwow sponsored by the Colville Confederated Tribes.







8Information

Regional tourist information is available from the Omak Visitor Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-225-6625; http://omakvisitorcenter.org; 401 Omak Ave, Omak; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Mon-Fri) just east of downtown.




8Getting There & Away

The Apple Line ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-366-6975; www.appleline.us) runs a daily bus to and from Omak Travel Plaza in Omak through Okanogan, Wenatchee (for Amtrak connections) and Ellensburg (for Greyhound bus connections).






Colville National Forest

Wedged into Washington’s northeastern corner, abutting the borders of Idaho and Canada, lies the 1.1-million-acre Colville National Forest, a vast and relatively remote corner of the state that spans the Kettle River Range and the Selkirk Mountains, and is bisected in the west by the Columbia River and Lake Roosevelt. Lying in the foothills of the Rocky Mountains, this wild region is home to grizzly bears, cougars and the last herd of caribou in the lower 48 states. Some of the loveliest scenery can be found in the isolated Salmo-Priest Wilderness Area, which is crisscrossed by hiking trails. The small town of Colville makes a good base for exploring the Selkirks and the Pend Oreille River area.


Colville

[image: icon-phonegif]%509 / POP 4765

The main settlement in the Colville National Forest area is this small town embellished with parks and some attractive older buildings. It acts as a good base camp for exploring Lake Roosevelt and the surrounding national forest.


1Sights & Activities


49 Degrees NorthSKIING

(www.ski49n.com; 3311 Flowery Trail Rd, Chewelah; day pass adult/child $62/49; [image: icon-hoursgif]hclosed Wed & Thu except holidays; [image: icon-familygif]c)


Despite having little star appeal, 49 Degrees actually has a ton of terrain, with 80-plus marked trails, a terrain park and a Nordic skiing area. Hidden in the Selkirk Mountains, 42 miles due north of Spokane on US 395, the place is known for plentiful snow in winter.





Little Pend Oreille National Wildlife RefugeWILDLIFE RESERVE

(www.fws.gov/refuge/little_pend_oreille) [image: icon-free]F


Bird-watchers should swing down to this 41,573-acre refuge, where McDowell Lake attracts waterfowl and other birds, especially the white-headed woodpecker. To reach the refuge headquarters, take Hwy 20 for about 8 miles east of Colville, then turn south on Narcisse Creek Rd. The Mill Butte Trail starts from the refuge headquarters, gaining 600ft in 3 miles.





Fort Colville MuseumHISTORIC SITE

(www.stevenscountyhistoricalsociety.org; 700 N Wynne St; adult/child $5/3; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Mon-Sat, 1-4pm Sun Jun-Aug, daily May & Sep)


Colville town’s most notable attraction has as its centerpiece Keller House, a large 1910 bungalow with attractive Craftsman details. Dispersed around the house are reconstructed versions of a pioneer blacksmith’s shop, a schoolhouse, a trapper’s cabin, a sawmill and a fire-lookout tower. The 7-acre park grounds are great for a picnic.







4Sleeping


Douglas Falls Grange Park CampgroundCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-684-7474; www.dnr.wa.gov/littlependoreille; Douglas Falls Rd; camping free; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMay-Sep)


Alongside Mill Creek, 7 miles north of town, this campground has 12 first-come, first-served, free campsites with pit toilets, drinking water and firepits.





Selkirk MotelMOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-684-2565; www.selkirkmotel.com; 369 S Main St; r $50-110; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Fulfills the three Cs: comfortable, convenient and clean. Several rooms also have kitchenettes. It’s definitely the pick of the town.








5Eating


Stephani’s Oak Street GrillINTERNATIONAL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-684-1600; 157 N Oak St; mains $12-25; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm Tue-Sat)


Truly great burgers as well as fancier main dishes such as Asian stir-fries, prime rib, seafood, pastas and salads. The food is all fresh and tasty, the wine list is decent, and the service and dimly lit ambience top it off as an all-around excellent place.







8Information

Colville Chamber of Commerce ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-684-5973; www.colville.com; 986 S Main St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-noon & 1-4pm Mon-Fri) For local information.

Colville National Forest Ranger Station ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-684-7000; 765 S Main St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7:30am-4pm Mon-Fri) Has the lowdown on hiking and camping.

Little Pend Oreille National Wildlife Refuge Headquarters (www.fws.gov/refuge/little_pend_oreille; 1310 Bear Creek Rd; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7:30am-4pm) Info on the refuge and surrounding area.




8Getting There & Away

Gold Line ([image: icon-phonegif]%301-386-8300; www.gold-line.us; one way $26) buses connect Colville (956 S Main St) with Kettle Falls ($5 one way) and, more usefully, Spokane ($26), where you can get onward connections on Amtrak and Greyhound services.






Kettle Falls

[image: icon-phonegif]%509 / POP 1611

The question that tickles most visitors to Kettle Falls is: where are the falls? The answer is: they’ve disappeared. The original Kettle Falls, a series of cascades and rapids that was once a favored fishing spot for Native Americans, was inundated in the late 1930s by water that backed up behind the new Grand Coulee Dam (ultimately forming present-day Lake Roosevelt). The spectacular natural sight wasn’t the only casualty. A town that had been founded 3 miles south of the falls in the 1880s had to be uprooted and moved a few miles east to be rebuilt alongside the existing settlement of Meyers Falls (bisected by a much smaller waterfall). The two towns amalgamated in the 1940s to form ‘new’ Kettle Falls. These days it’s largely a blue-collar lumber settlement set in an attractive valley that – somewhat ironically – acts as a base for water activities on the lake that once drowned it.

To get a glimpse of the town before its relocation, drop by the Kettle Falls Historical Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-738-6964; Hwy 395; $3; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-5pm Wed-Mon May-Sep), just north of US 395, to see a giant photo mural showing the pre-dam Columbia as it crashed through Kettle Falls.


SCENIC DRIVE: SHERMAN PASS

The 35 miles of Hwy 20 between Kettle Falls and the town of Republic have been designated the Sherman Pass Scenic Byway, and interpretive sites along the route have been beefed up in recent years. Eleven miles west of Kettle Falls on Hwy 20 (at Canyon Creek, mile 335) you’ll find the Log Flume Heritage Site in the middle of a ponderosa-pine forest. The site provides a snapshot of logging history, with several interpretive displays along a mile-long, winding, wheelchair-accessible trail. Further on is the Growden Heritage Site, which relates stories of the Civilian Conservation Corps in the 1930s and ’40s; while closer to Republic, near the crest of the 5575ft pass, is the White Mountain Interpretive Center, with stunning views toward British Columbia, Canada.

A mock train depot in Kettle Falls acts as an excellent information portal for the drive. It’s situated at the corner of US 395 and Juniper St, and is open daily year-round.




8Getting There & Away

Gold Line runs bus services to Colville and Spokane.
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Portland

[image: 19-portland-loc-pnw8-jpg]

[image: icon-phonegif]%503 / POP 647,800



Why Go?

Best coffee. Most food carts. Top craft breweries. Number-one hipster haven. Portland is a city of indie-spirited superlatives and humble, offbeat charms. It used to seem like a well-kept secret: it had all the cultural advantages of a major city, but the feel and affordability of a small town. But little old Stumptown is growing up, in many ways.

Most of the changes happening in Portland are for the better. Sure, parking might be a little harder, and grubby dive bars are now pretty scarce, but on the other hand, there’s a larger range of options for anything you might seek out here, be it a foamy latte, a hazy IPA or a spectacular food-cart lunch.

Portland also has an almost unfair abundance of natural beauty – perfect parks, leafy trees, vibrantly flowering shrubs lining pretty residential streets, the Willamette River meandering through town, and Mt Hood on the horizon. And the open-minded, appealingly off-kilter vibe of the place – that whole ‘Keep Portland Weird’ thing – certainly hasn’t changed. These days, there’s just more to love.




When to Go

[image: portland-cc.jpg]

	Apr–May Long-awaited springtime flowers are in peak bloom.

	Jun–Sep Festivals galore, including the Oregon Brewers Festival and the Bite of Oregon.

	Oct–Mar Rainy season: visit museums, galleries, coffee shops, brewpubs…







Best Places to Eat

A Ox

A Canard

A Tasty n Daughters

A NomadPDX

A Ava Gene’s




Best Places to Stay

A Ace Hotel

A Woodlark

A Hoxton

A Kennedy School

A Society Hotel






Portland Highlights

[image: 19-portland-ch-pnw8-jpg]

1 Coffee Settling into a comfy cafe like the groundbreaking Stumptown with a perfect espresso and a good book.

2 BreweriesSampling a wide variety of microbrews at Hopworks or any of the city’s 50-plus breweries.

3 Japanese Garden Seeking peace and quiet in this lush and tranquil garden.

4 Saturday Market Wandering through craft stalls, grabbing a bite and taking in street performers’ antics.

5 Last Thursday Partying with the crowds on NE Alberta St, where artists, musicians and buskers compete for attention.

6 Theaters Enjoying a movie with pizza and beer at the film-worshipping Hollywood Theatre.

7 Forest Park Taking a walk in the country’s largest urban park, with more than 70 miles of woodsy trails.





History

The area that now forms Portland was first inhabited 11,000 years ago. Native Americans roved in concert with the seasonal bounty of the land, which was later settled in 1844 by two New Englanders who bought a 640-acre land claim on the Willamette River’s west bank for 25¢. They built a store, plotted streets and named the settlement after one of their hometowns: a coin toss resulted in Portland winning over Boston, and the new town was up and running.



[image: 19-portland-dtn-pnw8-jpg]


Downtown Portland


1Top Sights

1Tom McCall Waterfront ParkF6




1Sights

2Center for Contemporary Art & CultureE3

3Lan Su Chinese GardenF3

4Oregon Historical SocietyD6

5Pioneer Courthouse SquareD5

6Portland Art MuseumD6

7Portland BuildingE6

8Portland State UniversityC7

9Salmon Street Springs FountainF6

10Saturday MarketF4

11Shanghai TunnelsF4

12South Park BlocksD7




2Activities, Courses & Tours

13Pedal Bike ToursF5

14Planet GraniteC1

15Portland SpiritF6




4Sleeping

16Ace HotelD4

17Benson HotelE4

18Crystal HotelD4

19Heathman HotelD6

20Hotel deLuxeC5

21Hotel LuciaE5

22Hotel MonacoE5

23HoxtonE4

24Inn at Northrup StationB2

25NinesE5

26Northwest Portland HostelC3

27Society HotelF4

28WoodlarkD5




5Eating

29AndinaC3

30AtaulaA1

    Bullard(see 28)

31Café NellB2

    Clyde Common(see 16)

    Crown(see 33)

32HigginsD6

33ImperialE5

34Jake’s Famous CrawfishD4

    Kenny & Zuke’s(see 16)

35LeChonF5

36Little Taco & TequilaF4

37Lovejoy BakersD2

38Luc LacE6

39Mother’s BistroF4

40Muu-Muu’sB3

41Olympia ProvisionsC1

42Paley’s PlaceB2

43Piazza ItaliaD3

44Pine Street MarketF5

45Pok Pok NWC2

46PrasadD4

47Tasty n AlderD5

48Voodoo DoughnutF4




6Drinking & Nightlife

    Abigail Hall(see 28)

49BaristaC3

50Breakside BreweryA1

    Deadstock Coffee(see 23)

    Departure Lounge(see 25)

51Ground Kontrol Classic ArcadeE4

52Lowbrow LoungeD3




3Entertainment

53Arlene Schnitzer Concert HallD6

54Cinema 21B3

55Crystal BallroomC4

56Dante’sF4

57Darcelle XVF4

    Flicks on the Bricks(see 5)

58Keller AuditoriumE7

59Portland Center StageD4

    Portland Thorns(see 60)

    Portland Timbers(see 60)

60Providence ParkB5




7Shopping

    Compound Gallery(see 51)

61Kiriko MadeE4

62LaundryE4

63MadeHere PDXD4

    Orox Leather Goods(see 23)

64Powell’s City of BooksD4

65Tender Loving EmpireD5

66Thelonius WinesD3








1Sights


1Downtown


[image: icon-top-choice]oTom McCall Waterfront ParkPARK

(map Google map; Naito Pkwy)


This popular riverside park, which lines the west bank of the Willamette River, was finished in 1978 after four years of construction. It replaced an old freeway with 1.5 miles of paved sidewalks and grassy spaces, and now attracts joggers, in-line skaters, strollers and cyclists. During summer the park is perfect for hosting large outdoor events such as the Oregon Brewers Festival (www.oregonbrewfest.com; admission free, 10-token tasting package $20, additional tokens $1; [image: icon-hoursgif]hlate Jul). Walk over the Steel and Hawthorne bridges to the Eastbank Esplanade, making a 2.6-mile loop.





Pioneer Courthouse SquareLANDMARK

(map Google map; www.thesquarepdx.org; [image: icon-traingif]dRed, Blue, Green)


The heart of downtown Portland, this brick plaza is nicknamed Portland’s ‘living room’ and is the most-visited public space in the city. When it isn’t full of sunbathers or office workers lunching, the square hosts concerts, festivals, rallies, farmers markets and even summer Friday-night movies – aka Flicks on the Bricks (map Google map; https://thesquarepdx.org/events; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7pm Fri Jul & Aug).





Oregon Historical SocietyMUSEUM

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-222-1741; www.ohs.org; 1200 SW Park Ave; adult/child $10/5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Mon-Sat, noon-5pm Sun; [image: icon-traingif]dRed, Blue)


Along the tree-shaded South Park Blocks sits the state’s primary history museum, which in 2019 unveiled a permanent 7000-sq-ft interactive exhibit that delves into Oregon’s history, peoples and landscape. Stations include a canoe building exercise, a walk-through covered-wagon replica and historical role-playing games. There are interesting sections on various immigrant groups, Native American tribes and the travails of the Oregon Trail. Temporary exhibits furnish the downstairs space. Check the website for free admission days.





Portland Art MuseumMUSEUM

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-226-2811; www.portlandartmuseum.org; 1219 SW Park Ave; adult/child $20/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Tue, Wed, Sat & Sun, to 8pm Thu & Fri; [image: icon-busgif]g6, 38, 45, 55, 58, 68, 92, 96, [image: icon-tramgif]jNS Line, A-Loop)


Alongside the South Park Blocks, Portland Art Museum’s excellent exhibits include Native American carvings, Asian and American art, photography and English silver. The museum also houses the Whitsell Auditorium, a first-rate theater that frequently screens rare or international films and that is part of the Northwest Film Center and school.





South Park BlocksPARK

(map Google map)


The South Park Blocks, a 12-block-long greenway that runs through much of downtown, are a fine, leafy refuge from downtown’s bustle. They host a farmers market and occasional art shows, and are home to the Oregon Historical Society museum and the excellent Portland Art Museum. At the southern end of the South Park Blocks is Portland State University (map Google map; 1825 SW Broadway), the city’s largest university.





Salmon Street Springs FountainFOUNTAIN

(map Google map; 1000 SW Naito Pkwy; [image: icon-busgif]g4, 10, 14, 15, 30)


This photo-friendly fountain, on Salmon St near the river, cycles through computer-generated patterns. On hot days kids (and adults) take turns plunging through the jets.





Portland BuildingLANDMARK

(map Google map; cnr SW 5th Ave & SW Main St)


This controversial 15-story building (1982) was designed by Michael Graves and catapulted the postmodern architect to celebrity status. But the blocky, pastel-colored edifice has never been popular with the people who work inside it. The city found structural problems that led to massive reconstruction works; the pastel tiles replaced with terra-cotta ones. While it’s currently covered, at least it’s somewhat green: an eco-roof was installed in 2006.







1Northwest


Center for Contemporary Art & CultureMUSEUM

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-226-4391; http://ccac.pnca.edu; 511 NW Broadway; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-6pm Mon-Sat) [image: icon-free]F


Home to the 1300-item collection of the former Museum of Contemporary Craft, this exhibition space at PNCA (Pacific Northwest College of Art) focuses on the role of craft and design in modern culture and presents several intriguing exhibitions each year. Check online for events and lectures open to the public.







1Old Town Chinatown


Lan Su Chinese GardenGARDENS

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-228-8131; www.lansugarden.org; 239 NW Everett St; adult/student $11/8; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-7pm mid-May–mid-Oct, to 5pm mid-Oct–mid-Mar, to 6pm mid-Mar–mid-May; [image: icon-busgif]g8, 77, [image: icon-traingif]dBlue, Red)


This classical Chinese garden is a one-block haven of tranquility, with a traditional teahouse, reflecting ponds and manicured greenery. Guided tours are available with admission. Check the website for special events, including cultural lectures and culinary tours.





Saturday MarketMARKET

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-222-6072; www.portlandsaturdaymarket.com; 2 SW Naito Pkwy; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Sat, 11am-4:30pm Sun Mar-Dec; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g12, 16, 19, 20, [image: icon-traingif]dRed, Blue)


The best time to walk along the Portland Waterfront is on a weekend, when you can catch this famous market showcasing arts and crafts, street entertainers and food carts.





Shanghai TunnelsHISTORIC SITE

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-622-4798; 120 NW 3rd Ave; adult/child $13/8; [image: icon-busgif]g12, 19, 20, [image: icon-traingif]dBlue, Red)


Downtown Portland’s basements were once connected by tunnels running beneath the streets and down to riverside docks. While they were built for shipping and flood control, rumors persist that they were also used to transport unconscious men to be sold to unscrupulous ship’s captains. Most of the tunnels have long been sealed, but remnants can be visited by tour.







1Southeast


Crystal Springs Rhododendron GardenGARDENS

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-771-8386; 5801 SE 28th Ave; Oct-Feb free, Mon free, Tue-Sun Mar-Sep $5; [image: icon-hoursgif]hdawn-dusk; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g19)


The large, beautiful grounds at this 5-acre garden near Reed College are covered with more than 2000 full-grown rhododendrons, azaleas and other plants, and there’s a lagoon that’s dotted with baby ducks in spring. Most of the garden is in bloom from late March or early April, peaking in May and continuing all summer.





Oaks Bottom Wildlife RefugeWILDLIFE RESERVE

(SE Sellwood Blvd & SE 7th Ave)


Located in Sellwood, this large wetland of around 140 acres has a hiking trail through it, which connects with the nearby Springwater Corridor paved bike path. There’s also good bird-watching – you can spot herons, egrets, hawks, osprey, hummingbirds, woodpeckers, falcons, vultures and more.





[image: icon-top-choice]oOregon Museum of Science & IndustryMUSEUM

(OMSI; map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-797-4000; www.omsi.edu; 1945 SE Water Ave; adult/child $14.50/9.75; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9:30am-7pm Jun-Aug, to 5:30pm Tue-Sun Sep-May; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g9, 17, [image: icon-tramgif]jA Loop, B Loop, [image: icon-traingif]dOrange)


This excellent museum offers hands-on science exhibits for kids, along with other temporary exhibits like ‘The Science Behind Pixar.’ There’s also a movie theater, planetarium shows and a submarine tour (all carry a separate charge). Parking costs $5.
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East Portland


1Sights

1Oregon Museum of Science & IndustryA6




2Activities, Courses & Tours

2LoylyD7

3MazamasG4




4Sleeping

4Bluebird GuesthouseF7

5Hawthorne Portland HostelE5

6Hotel EastlundB2

7Jupiter HotelB3

8Jupiter NextB3

9Lion & the RoseC1

10Tiny Digs HotelD3




5Eating

11Ava Gene’sF7

12Bamboo SushiE4

13Bar AvignonD7

14Bunk BarA5

    Canard(see 20)

15CastagnaC5

16KachkaB5

17Ken’s Artisan PizzaE4

    Langbaan(see 26)

18LardoC5

19Laurelhurst MarketE3

20Le PigeonB3

21Little T American BakerD7

22NavarreE3

23NomadPDXD3

24Nong’s Khao Man GaiB3

25OK OmensC5

26PaaDeeE3

27Pix PatisserieD3

28Pok PokE7

29Potato ChampionC5

30Providore Fine FoodsD3

31Screen DoorD3

32Sizzle PieG1

33StammtischE3

34Tasty n DaughtersG7

35TiltA3

36Viking Soul FoodG4

37ZipperE2




6Drinking & Nightlife

38Belmont StationG4

39Cascade Brewing Barrel HouseB5

40Cider RiotB3

41Coava CoffeeB5

42CrushC4

43Culmination BrewingD2

44Hair of the Dog BrewingA5

45Hale PeleE1

    Hey Love(see 8)

46Moon & SixpenceG1

47Push x PullB4

48Scotch LodgeB4

49Stumptown Coffee RoastersG7

50White Owl Social ClubB5




3Entertainment

51Bagdad TheaterF5

52Clinton Street TheaterD7

    Doug Fir Lounge(see 7)

53Hawthorne TheatreF5

54Hollywood TheatreG1

55Landmark SaloonH7

56Laurelhurst TheaterE3

57Moda CenterA2

    Portland Winterhawks(see 57)

58Revolution HallC4

    Trail Blazers(see 57)




7Shopping

59Broadway BooksC1

60Music MillenniumE3

61Next AdventureB4

62Ray’s RagtimeG1










1West Hills


[image: icon-top-choice]oForest ParkPARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-223-5449; www.forestparkconservancy.org)


Abutting the more manicured Washington Park to the south (to which it is linked by various trails) is the far wilder 5100-acre Forest Park, a temperate rainforest that harbors plants and animals and hosts an avid hiking fraternity. The Portland Audubon Society maintains a bookstore, wildlife rehabilitation center and 4.5 miles of trails within its Forest Park sanctuary.





[image: icon-top-choice]oJapanese GardenGARDENS

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-223-1321; www.japanesegarden.org; 611 SW Kingston Ave; adult/child $16.95/11.50; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-7pm Mon, 10am-7pm Tue-Sun mid-Mar–Sep, noon-4pm Mon, 10am-4pm Tue-Sun Oct–mid-Mar; [image: icon-busgif]g63)


Often called the most authentic Japanese garden outside Japan, this tranquil escape recently underwent a $30-million expansion under the guidance of renowned architect Kengo Kuma. Completed in 2017, the expansion added three new buildings to the already impressive array of water features, koi ponds, ornamental cherry trees, a ceremonial teahouse and a sand garden. Free tours run daily at noon.





Washington ParkPARK

(www.washingtonparkpdx.org; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g63, [image: icon-traingif]dBlue, Red)


Tame and well-tended Washington Park contains several key attractions within its 410 acres of greenery. The International Rose Test Garden is the centerpiece of Portland’s famous rose blooms; there are over 700 varieties on show here, plus great city views. Further uphill is the Japanese Garden, another oasis of tranquility. If you have kids, the Oregon Zoo and Portland Children’s Museum should be on your docket.





Portland Audubon SocietyNATURE RESERVE

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-292-6855; www.audubonportland.org; 5151 NW Cornell Rd; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm, nature store 10am-6pm Mon-Sat, to 5pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g20) [image: icon-free]F


Nestled in a gulch beside Forest Park, the Wildlife Care Center here treats injured native wildlife. If you’re lucky, you can meet some of the ‘educational’ birds of prey that can’t be released back into the wild. There’s also a Nature Store, and 4.5 miles of forested trails in the nature sanctuary.





International Rose Test GardenGARDENS

(www.waparkrosefriends.org; 400 SW Kingston Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7:30am-9pm; [image: icon-busgif]g63) [image: icon-free]F


These gardens practically gave Portland its ‘Rose City’ nickname. They sprawl across 4.5 acres of manicured lawns, fountains and flowerbeds, and on a clear day you can catch peeks of downtown and Mt Hood. Over 700 rose varieties grow in the permanent gardens, including many old and rare specimens, and from April to September the scent and colors are intoxicating.

From June to late September, volunteers lead tours daily, starting from the Rose Garden Store at 1pm (call ahead to confirm).





Pittock MansionHISTORIC BUILDING

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-823-3623; www.pittockmansion.org; 3229 NW Pittock Dr; adult/child $12/8; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm late Sep-Dec & Feb-May, 10am-5pm Jun-late Sep; [image: icon-parkgif]p; [image: icon-busgif]g20)


This grand and beautiful 1914 mansion was built by pioneer-entrepreneur Henry Pittock, who revitalized the Oregonian newspaper; his wife, Georgiana, also a pioneer, started the earliest of Portland’s annual Rose Festivals. Guided tours are available, but it’s also worth visiting the grounds (free) simply to have a picnic while taking in the spectacular views. If you’re up for a wander, the mansion lies along the Wildwood Trail in Forest Park, with dozens of miles of connecting trails branching off it.





Hoyt ArboretumGARDENS

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-865-8733; www.hoytarboretum.org; 4000 Fairview Blvd; [image: icon-hoursgif]htrails 5am-10pm, visitor center 9am-4pm Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat & Sun; [image: icon-traingif]dWashington Park) [image: icon-free]F


Twelve miles of trails wind through this 189-acre ridge-top garden above the city zoo. It’s home to over 6000 native and exotic plants and trees representing 1100 different species, and it offers easy walks any time of year. Take the MAX light-rail to Washington Park station.





Oregon ZooZOO

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-226-1561; www.oregonzoo.org; 4001 SW Canyon Rd; adult/child $17.95/12.95; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9:30am-6pm Jun-Aug, to 4pm Sep-May; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g63, [image: icon-traingif]dBlue, Red)


This beautiful zoo features a primate reserve, a ‘penguinarium’ and a large African animals area, among many other impressive exhibits and a train that does a 1-mile loop around the grounds. Enclosures are spacious and seminatural. Big-name concerts take place on the zoo’s lawns in summer.





Portland Children’s MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-233-6500; www.portlandcm.org; 4015 SW Canyon Rd; $11, 2nd Sun of month 9am-noon $3; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g63, [image: icon-traingif]dRed, Blue)


Parents can seek solace at this museum, a great place to keep kids busy with interesting learning activities and exhibits. There’s a clay studio, a construction zone, a ‘grocery store,’ a pet hospital, a baby room for kids under three, and more.





WORTH A TRIP

SAUVIE ISLAND

About a 20-minute drive from downtown is Sauvie Island (www.sauvieisland.org; Hwy 30; daily parking pass $10), an agricultural oasis providing an excellent break from Portland’s bustle. Its flat, 12-mile country-road loop also makes it a popular place for weekend cyclists.

The 12,000-acre Sauvie Island Wildlife Area includes a wetland sanctuary for thousands of migratory ducks, geese, tundra swans, bald eagles and Sandhill cranes. Permanent residents include peregrine falcons, great blue herons, foxes and beavers.

During summer, don’t miss the opportunity to pick strawberries, peaches, corn and flowers – try Kruger’s or Sauvie Island Farms, both on NW Sauvie Island Rd.

Beach-heads should visit Walton Beach, a decent stretch of sand on the island’s eastern side, about 9 miles from the Sauvie Island bridge on Reeder Rd. Leashed dogs are allowed, but fires and camping are not. Nudies can head toward Collins Beach at the northern end, past the pavement.

The refuge and beaches require a $10 parking permit; get one from the Fish & Wildlife office ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-621-3488; https://myodfw.com; 18330 NW Sauvie Island Rd; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-5pm Mon-Fri) or an island store.








2Activities


Planet GraniteCLIMBING

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-477-5666; https://planetgranite.com; 1405 NW 14th Ave; day pass adult/child $21/15, shoes & harness rental $7; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-11pm Mon-Fri, 8am-8pm Sat, to 6pm Sun; [image: icon-tramgif]jB Loop, NS Line)


This enormous indoor rock-climbing gym has something for every level of climber, from total newbie to expert. You’ll need a belay partner to climb on the rope routes downstairs, but there’s also a huge bouldering area on the 2nd floor, as well as a range of gym equipment. Also runs a full schedule of classes including yoga and pilates.





First Thursday Art WalkWALKING

(www.firstthursdayportland.com)


On the first Thursday of each month, many galleries extend their evening hours and show off new exhibits, often with wine and snacks, and you can walk from gallery to gallery. It’s a bit of a mob scene, and some people are clearly looking more at each other than at the art, but it’s fun and fascinating.





Last Thursday on AlbertaWALKING

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-823-1052; www.lastthurspdx.org; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6-9pm last Thu of month)


Don’t miss Last Thursday, a free art walk with plenty of entertainment, taking place the last Thursday of each month. From June to August, the street is closed for the event (from 15th to 30th Aves).





Everybody’s Bike Rentals & ToursCYCLING

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-358-0152; www.pdxbikerentals.com; 305 NE Wygant St; rentals per hour $8-25, tours per person from $39; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm; [image: icon-busgif]g6)


It’s true that Portland is best seen by bicycle, and this company offers low-key, fun tours of the city and its surroundings – whether you’re into food and farms or beer and parks. Try the ‘Beyond Portlandia’ tour for an off-the-beaten-path glimpse of the city. Bicycle rentals, from commuters to mountain bikes, are also available.





LoylySPA

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-236-6850; www.loyly.net; 2713 SE 21st Ave; 2hr sauna visit from $26; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-9pm)


Scandinavian-style steam and sauna facilities, plus Swedish massage. Certain days of the week are women-only; check ahead.





Portland Kayak CompanyKAYAKING

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-459-4050; www.portlandkayak.com; 6600 SW Macadam Ave; rental per hour from $14; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm Mon-Fri, from 9am Sat, to 5pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g43)


Kayaking rentals (minimum two hours), instruction and tours – notably a three-hour circumnavigation of Ross Island on the Willamette River ($49), available at 10am and 2pm daily and at sunset (starts 6pm) May through September.




[image: 19-portland-northeast-pnw8-jpg]


Northeast Portland


2Activities, Courses & Tours

1Everybody’s Bike Rentals & ToursB2

2Last Thursday on AlbertaD1




4Sleeping

3Friendly Bike GuesthouseB2

    Kennedy School(see 19)

4White EagleA4




5Eating

5¿Por Qúe No\? TaqueriaA3

6Akadi PDXB3

7BeastE1

8Ned LuddB3

9OxB4

10People’s PigB3

11Pine State BiscuitsD1

12Podnah’s PitD1

13Tin ShedC1

14Toro BravoB4




6Drinking & Nightlife

15Ecliptic BrewingA3

16Proud MaryD1

17Ristretto RoastersB3

18SaravezaA1




3Entertainment

19Kennedy School TheaterF1

20Mississippi StudiosA3

21Wonder BallroomB4




7Shopping

22Community Cycling CenterD2

23Green HopD1

24Paxton GateA2










TTours


PDX PedicabTOURS

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-828-9888; www.pdxpedicab.com; tours per person from $35)


For an ecofriendly option, try a tour with PDX Pedicab. Bicycle pedicabs (fitting two to three people) come with ‘drivers’ who pedal you around on themed routes, such as brewery and distillery tours.





Portland Walking ToursWALKING

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-774-4522; www.portlandwalkingtours.com; per person $23-79)


Food, chocolate, underground and even ghost-hunting tours are available daily. A tour of ‘makers and their spaces’ offers a glimpse behind the scenes of Portland’s indie-creative side, from crafts and woodworking to leather goods and a brewery. Each tour meets at a different location; reservations recommended.





EverGreen EscapesECOTOUR

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-252-1931, 866-203-7603; www.evergreenescapes.com; waterfalls & wine tour per person from $149)


EverGreen Escapes offers half- and full-day tours of Portland and its surrounding regions, by various themes and interests (‘Waterfalls and Wine,’ for example).





Forktown Food ToursWALKING

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-234-3663; www.forktownfoodtoursportland.com; tours from $85)


Experience Stumptown’s neighborhood eateries from your taste buds’ point of view on a Forktown food tour.





Pedal Bike ToursCYCLING

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-243-2453; www.pedalbiketours.com; 133 SW 2nd Ave; tours from $49; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm; [image: icon-busgif]g15, 16, 51, [image: icon-traingif]dBlue, Red)


Offers all sorts of themes – history, doughnuts, beer – plus day trips to the Columbia Gorge. The three-hour ‘bike and boat’ package includes a historic bike tour of downtown and a sightseeing cruise with Portland Spirit (map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-224-3900; www.portlandspirit.com; cnr SW Salmon St & Waterfront; sightseeing/dinner cruise from $32/78; [image: icon-busgif]g4, 10, 14, 15, 30).







zFestivals & Events


Portland International Film FestivalFILM

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-221-1156; www.nwfilm.org; 5-ticket bundle $55; [image: icon-hoursgif]hmid-late Feb)


Oregon’s biggest film event highlights almost 100 films from over 30 countries, screened in several movie houses downtown.





PedalpaloozaCYCLING

(www.shift2bikes.org; [image: icon-hoursgif]hJun)


Celebrate the city’s uniquely creative cycling culture with events throughout the month of June, including the world’s largest naked bicycle-ride. Most events are free.





Waterfront Blues FestivalMUSIC

(www.waterfrontbluesfest.com; Tom McCall Waterfront Park; 4-day passes from $50; [image: icon-hoursgif]hearly Jul)


Enjoy top blues, soul and funk acts, music and partying at Waterfront Park.





PickathonMUSIC

(www.pickathon.com; 16581 SE Hagen Rd, Happy Valley; weekend pass $325; [image: icon-hoursgif]hAug)


This family-friendly music festival has been going strong for more than 20 years, thanks to outstanding music lineups and a fun, stress-free atmosphere. Camping is free with a weekend pass, and kids under 12 get in free with a parent. Bicycling to the festival is strongly encouraged. It’s in Happy Valley, 10 miles southeast of downtown.





Portland Adult Soapbox DerbySPORTS

(www.soapboxracer.com; Mt Tabor; [image: icon-hoursgif]hAug)


This annual race in August is great spectator fun, where homemade, gravity-powered vehicles (from Mr Potato Head models to aerodynamic speedsters) swoosh down Mt Tabor’s sinewy road, driven by costumed contestants.





Feast PortlandFOOD & DRINK

(www.feastportland.com; tickets from $25; [image: icon-hoursgif]hmid-Sep)


Taste the food and drink that’s at the forefront of Oregon cuisine at this festival, with more than 30 events of varying sizes and levels of involvement. Proceeds benefit an organization that fights hunger. Book early as some events sell out months ahead.





Holiday Ale FestivalBEER

(www.holidayale.com; Pioneer Courthouse Sq; tickets $40; [image: icon-hoursgif]hearly Dec)


Perhaps the coziest of Portland’s many beer festivals, this five-day celebration takes place under covered tents. Admission includes 12 beer-tasting tickets and a wristband good for all five days. Seasonal beers are a highlight, and there’s mead too (alcoholic honey beverage). Must be over 21.







4Sleeping


4Downtown


[image: icon-top-choice]oAce HotelBOUTIQUE HOTEL$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-228-2277; www.acehotel.com; 1022 Harvey Milk St; s with shared bath from $200, d from $285; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


A well-established brand, the Ace fuses industrial, minimalist and retro styles to great effect. From the photo booth in its lobby to the recycled fabrics and salvaged-wood furniture in its rooms, the hotel feels very chic and very Portland. There’s a Stumptown coffee shop and underground bar on-site, and Clyde Common bistro adjoins the lobby. The location can’t be beat.





Benson HotelHOTEL$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-228-2000; www.bensonhotel.com; 309 SW Broadway; d from $210; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#; [image: icon-busgif]g15, 12, 19, 20, 51)


How much you love the Benson depends on your priorities: it’s in a historic landmark building, which means gorgeous public spaces but some rooms that are maybe a bit small for the price. The beautiful lobby bar is top notch, lined with walnut and lit by chandeliers. There’s also an elegant steakhouse. Service is excellent and it’s a great location.





Crystal HotelHOTEL$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-972-2670; www.mcmenamins.com/crystalhotel; 303 SW 12th Ave; r with/without bath from $245/175; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Each room is dedicated to a different artist, musician or poet at the McMenamins hotel. It’s located smack-dab in the middle of town, and on the premises are Zeus Café, a good restaurant, and Al’s Den, a speakeasy bar. An original, creaky wood elevator and basement saltwater soaking pool complete the picture.





[image: icon-top-choice]oWoodlarkBOUTIQUE HOTEL$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-548-2559; https://woodlarkhotel.com; 813 SW Alder St; d from $275; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Stitching together two revived National Historic Register buildings, this new boutique hotel delivers sumptuous design with swanky amenities. Mid-century modern furnishings, tropical plants and elemental accents make up the opulent lobby, while forest green upholstered headboards and foliage-themed wallpaper feature throughout the 150 rooms. Luxury plant-based toiletries, in-room streaming fitness programs, and menus for pillows and spiritual texts come standard.





Heathman HotelHOTEL$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-241-4100; www.heathmanhotel.com; 1001 SW Broadway; d from $265; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#; [image: icon-busgif]g15, 17, 35, 51)


A Portland institution, the Heathman has top-notch services and a seafood restaurant run by beloved chef Vitaly Paley. The renovated rooms are elegant, stylish and luxurious, and the location is central. The stately library is stocked with 2700 signed books by authors who have stayed here.





NinesBOUTIQUE HOTEL$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%877-229-9995; www.thenines.com; 525 SW Morrison St; d from $395; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#; [image: icon-busgif]g1, 8, 12, 94, [image: icon-traingif]dGreen, Yellow, Blue, Red)


Nines is the ultimate in uber-fancy celebrity-like luxury. Take the elevator to reception on the 8th floor, where the huge lobby rises six stories and is flooded in light from the glass roof. Rooms are modern and sleek, with opulent touches like brocade wall paper and tufted headboards.





Hotel LuciaBOUTIQUE HOTEL$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-225-1717; www.hotellucia.com; 400 SW Broadway; d from $290; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Those seeking luxurious tranquility in busy downtown Portland should head to this minimalist hotel with a rich, earthy color scheme and lots of artwork in the lobby (the hotel has a large collection of David Hume Kennerly photos). There are pillow-top mattresses, Bluetooth speakers and flat-screen TVs, and plush robes come standard. Attached is the Imperial restaurant.





Hotel MonacoBOUTIQUE HOTEL$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%888-207-2201; www.monaco-portland.com; 506 SW Washington St; r from $316; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


The lavishly loud lobby is decorated with colorful furniture, patterned carpeting and brightly painted walls. The spacious rooms are a bit less whimsical though still somewhat extravagant in their decoration. There’s a wine reception in the afternoon and the hotel’s supremely pet friendly.





CHEAP DATES

These Portland attractions have low admission prices on certain days or at particular times:

Oregon Zoo Admission only $5 on the second Tuesday of each month.

Oregon Museum of Science & Industry Admission only $2 on the first Sunday of each month.

Ground Kontrol Classic Arcade Free arcade play starting at 5pm on the second Thursday of every month. Free entrance before 4:30pm, $7 after. Ages 21 and up.

Portland Children’s Museum Admission $3 when purchased between 9am and noon on the second Sunday of every month.






4Northeast


Friendly Bike GuesthouseGUESTHOUSE$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-799-2615; www.friendlybikeguesthouse.com; 4039 N Williams Ave; dm $36, tw per person $45, r $76; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g44)


Smack on N Williams, one of Portland’s main cycling thoroughfares, is this unique bicycle-oriented guesthouse. Rooms all share bathrooms in this pretty house, and there’s a kitchen, laundry facilities, secure lockups for your ride and even a basement workshop for tune-ups. It’s all very Portland.





White EagleHOTEL$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-282-6810; www.mcmenamins.com/white-eagle-saloon-hotel; 836 N Russell St; dm $80, d $85-95; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


In a small but cool industrial part of town is this historic saloon with simple rooms above the bar. Nightly live music drifts up from downstairs – where you check in – so it’s best for night owls. The rooms are spartan but lovely (with sinks in-room and shared bathrooms) and great value. Ghost hunters: ask about hauntings!





[image: icon-top-choice]oKennedy SchoolHOTEL$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-249-3983; www.mcmenamins.com/kennedyschool; 5736 NE 33rd Ave; r $135-235; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g70)


This former elementary school is now home to a hotel (sleep in old classrooms!), a restaurant with a great garden courtyard, several bars, a microbrewery and a movie theater. Guests can use the soaking pool for free. The whole school is decorated in the McMenamins’ distinctive art style – mosaics, fantasy paintings and historical photographs.





Hotel EastlundHOTEL$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-235-2100; www.hoteleastlund.com; 1021 NE Grand Ave; r from $270; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g6)


This shiny hotel in the Lloyd District is all ultramodern furniture, huge art, bright colors and open spaces from the lobby up. Rooms have one king or two queen beds; suites are not huge but include kitchenettes and floor-to-ceiling windows.





Lion & the RoseB&B$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%800-955-1647; www.lionrose.com; 1810 NE 15th Ave; d $210-260; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Located at the edge of upscale Irvington, this turreted Queen Anne mansion is almost over the top with its fine antiques and flowery decoration. All seven rooms come with private bathroom (one has its private bathroom down the hall), and the large basement apartment has a kitchenette. This gay-friendly place is close to shops, bars, cafes and the MAX. Discounts outside summer.







4Northwest


Northwest Portland HostelHOSTEL$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-241-2783; www.nwportlandhostel.com; 425 NW 18th Ave; dm $36-42, d with shared bath from $100; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g77)


Perfectly located between the Pearl District and NW 21st and 23rd Aves, this friendly, clean hostel takes up four old buildings and features plenty of common areas, including a small deck and garden patio. Dorms are spacious and private rooms can be as nice as those in hotels, though all share outside bathrooms. Non-HI members pay $3 extra.





Inn at Northrup StationBOUTIQUE HOTEL$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-224-0543; www.northrupstation.com; 2025 NW Northrup St; ste from $245; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Almost over the top with its bright color scheme and cool decor, this offbeat hotel boasts huge artsy suites, many with patio or balcony, and all with kitchenettes or full kitchens. There’s a rooftop patio with plants, and complimentary streetcar tickets are included (the streetcar runs just outside).







4Old Town Chinatown


[image: icon-top-choice]oSociety HotelHOTEL$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-445-0444; www.thesocietyhotel.com; 203 NW 3rd Ave; dm $55, d from $130; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g8, 77, [image: icon-traingif]dRed, Blue, Green, Orange)


This pretty hotel in the historic 1881 Mariners Building – originally a lodging house for sailors – has impeccable fashion sense. Options include dorms as well as private rooms. There’s a lively bar and rooftop deck, plus Wednesday wine tastings and drag bingo on Thursday. Some corner rooms have huge windows designed to catch sunlight.





[image: icon-top-choice]oHoxtonBOUTIQUE HOTEL$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-770-0500; https://thehoxton.com/oregon/portland/hotels; 15 NW 4th Ave; d from $275; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


From London-based Hoxton hoteliers comes this US outpost, right inside the Chinatown Gateway. Offering an airy, Northwestern modernist aesthetic – clean lines, natural materials and mid-century accents – features throughout expansive communal areas and the 119 rooms, ranging in usual Hoxton sizes (Shoebox, Snug, Cozy and Roomy). Standards include breakfast bag delivery, books curated by locals and rip-off-free munchies for purchase at reception.







4Southeast


Hawthorne Portland HostelHOSTEL$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-236-3380; www.portlandhostel.org; 3031 SE Hawthorne Blvd; dm $35-39, d with shared bath $77; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g14) [image: icon-sustainable]S


This ecofriendly hostel with two private rooms and spacious dorms has a great Hawthorne location. There are summertime open-mike nights in the grassy backyard, and bicycle rentals (and a fix-it station) are available. The hostel composts and recycles, harvests rainwater for toilets, and has a nice eco-roof. Discounts are offered to those who are bicycle touring.





Tiny Digs HotelCARAVAN PARK$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%844-395-8469; www.tinydigshotel.com; 2646 NE Glisan St; per house $185; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#; [image: icon-busgif]g19)


Sure, they’re trendy – but are they not adorable? This ‘hotel’ is actually a cluster of cleverly designed tiny houses, each in its own style (Modern, Beach, Caboose etc), arranged in a semicircle around a parking lot, with a central fireplace and chairs to encourage socializing. It’s a fun place to stay, and the location couldn’t be better.





Jupiter NextBOUTIQUE HOTEL$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-230-9200; https://jupiterhotel.com; 900 E Burnside St; d from $180)


Jupiter Next, the upmarket big sister of the adjacent ’60s-retro Jupiter Hotel, brings a modern boutique offering to Portland’s central east-side district. The six-floor geometric structure is completely bedecked in roofing shingles and its 67 rooms have oversized windows that offer postcard-perfect views of the city. Extra touches include digital concierges and bedside CBD chocolates.





Bluebird GuesthouseGUESTHOUSE$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-235-3089; www.bluebirdguesthouse.com; 3517 SE Division St; r $115-205; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Nicely located on a lively section of SE Division St, this pleasant guesthouse is in a beautiful old arts-and-crafts house with country kitchen. There are seven tasteful rooms, two with private bathroom, and plenty of good restaurants and shops are within walking distance – this part of town is massively popular. Continental breakfast is included. Prices vary depending on the month.





Jupiter HotelMOTEL$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-230-9200; www.jupiterhotel.com; 800 E Burnside St; d from $149; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#; [image: icon-busgif]g20)


This slick motel is within walking distance of downtown and attached to the Doug Fir Lounge, a top-notch live-music venue. Standard rooms are tiny – go for the Metro rooms instead – and ask for a pad away from the bar patio if you’re not into staying up late. Walk-ins after midnight get a discount if there are vacancies.







4West Hills


Hotel deLuxeHOTEL$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-219-2094; www.hoteldeluxeportland.com; 729 SW 15th Ave; r from $300; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#; [image: icon-traingif]dRed, Blue)


Historic hotel with old Hollywood movie theme and tasteful, modernized rooms. Get a suite for more space and ask for an upper-floor exterior room if you want views. Don’t neglect to explore the adorable retro cocktail lounge, the Driftwood Room, for masterfully crafted drinks.









5Eating

Portland is nationally recognized for its food scene, with dozens of young, top-notch chefs pushing the boundaries of ethnic and regional cuisines and making the most of locally sourced, sustainably raised ingredients. Though development threatens the fate of the city’s food carts, the scene remains strong. Casual clothes are acceptable even at higher-end places, where reservations are a good idea.


5Downtown


[image: icon-top-choice]oLuc LacVIETNAMESE$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-222-0047; www.luclackitchen.com; 835 SW 2nd Ave; mains $9-13; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-2:30pm & 4pm-midnight Sun-Thu, 11am-2:30pm & 4pm-4am Fri & Sat)


This bustling Vietnamese kitchen draws downtown lunch crowds and late-night bar-hoppers with superbly executed classics like pho, vermicelli bowls and bahn mi. Count on queuing any time of day to score a seat in the swanky dining room, where pink paper parasols hang from the ceiling. Happy hour (4pm to 7pm) has a more relaxed vibe and small plates run just $3.





[image: icon-top-choice]oBullardSOUTHERN US$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-222-1670; www.bullardpdx.com; 813 SW Alder St; dinner mains $16-32; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-3pm & 5-10pm Mon-Thu, 11am-3pm & 5-11pm Fri, 10am-11pm Sat, 10am-10pm Sun)


Inside the Woodlark hotel is this nod to chef Doug Adams’ roots and chosen home, where the meat-centric menu is decidedly Texas-meets-Oregon. ‘Supper’ plates showcase the likes of 12-hour smoked Painted Hills beef ribs served with fresh flour tortillas, grilled rainbow trout with a black-eyed pea and celery salad, and a pork chop with heirloom hominy and local collard greens.





Tasty n AlderFUSION$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-621-9251; www.tastynalder.com; 580 SW 12th Ave; mains $12-35; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-2pm & 5:30-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat; [image: icon-busgif]g15, 51)


Part of local restaurateur John Gorham’s empire of Portland eateries, this downtown corner joint serves locally sourced, American interpretations of international dishes – duck breast grilled on a Spanish plancha or the awesome Korean bibimbap (rice, veggies and chili paste) served with bacon and eggs. Go for brunch on a weekday to avoid the crowds.





CrownPIZZA$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-228-7224; www.imperialpdx.com/the-crown; 410 SW Broadway; slices $4-7, pizzas $15-28; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-midnight Mon-Fri, from 3pm Sat & Sun)


Sister restaurant to chef Vitaly Paley’s Imperial, this New York–style pizza joint inside Hotel Lucia is both a perfect lunch spot and a killer cocktail bar. Options include the signature Imperial pie, with fried chicken, pickles and ranch dressing, plus snacks, salads and slices. Large groups can go all-out with the 36in-long Al Metro, aka ‘big-ass pizza’ ($48).





Mother’s BistroAMERICAN$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-464-1122; www.mothersbistro.com; 121 SW 3rd Ave; breakfast mains $9-17; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-2:30pm & 5:30-9pm Tue-Thu, to 10pm Fri, 8am-2:30pm & 5-10pm Sat, 8am-2:30pm Sun)


Mother’s is an upscale downtown spot beloved for its breakfast – try the salmon hash. For dinner, comfort food dishes include chicken and dumplings, and meatloaf with gravy. The bright, cozy dining room features gilded accents and crystal chandeliers for a touch of class. You’re guaranteed to wait in line on weekends.





Kenny & Zuke’sDELI$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-222-3354; www.kennyandzukes.com; 1038 SW Harvey Milk St; sandwiches $10-20; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-8pm Mon-Thu, to 9pm Fri, 8am-9pm Sat, 8am-8pm Sun)


The only place in the city for real Jewish deli food: bagels, pickled herring, homemade pickles and latkes (potato pancakes). But the real draw is the house pastrami, cut to order and gently sandwiched in one of the best Reubens you’ll ever eat. It bustles for breakfast, too.





[image: icon-top-choice]oImperialAMERICAN$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-228-7222; www.imperialpdx.com; 410 SW Broadway; mains $11-45; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6:30am-10pm Mon-Thu, to 11pm Fri, 8am-11pm Sat, to 10pm Sun)


Opened by long-adored Portland chef Vitaly Paley, the Imperial – attached to Hotel Lucia – is huge in scale but fastidious and detail-oriented in approach. The kitchen is built around a massive wood-fire grill and rotisserie, and the menu exploits seasonal Northwest bounty – from rib eye and roasted chicken to grilled asparagus and ember-roasted potatoes. Great happy hour, too.





HigginsFRENCH, NORTHWESTERN$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-222-9070; www.higginsportland.com; 1239 SW Broadway; mains $26-47; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-midnight Mon-Fri, from 5pm Sat & Sun) [image: icon-sustainable]S


In 1994 chef-owner Greg Higgins opened the doors to one of Portland’s groundbreaking restaurants. These days, Higgins feels more classically elegant than cutting edge, but it still features French-inspired dishes like duck confit with brandied cherries, using seasonal Northwest ingredients. The beer list is among the best in town; ask for pairing suggestions for any course.





Clyde CommonEUROPEAN$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-228-3333; www.clydecommon.com; 1014 Harvey Milk St; mains $25-40; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6-11pm Sun-Wed, to midnight Thu-Sat, brunch 10am-3pm Sat & Sun)


Attached to the Ace Hotel, this spot is Euro bistro meets cool Scandinavian chic. Be ready for communal tables, where you’ll dig into squid-ink fideos (noodles) with chorizo and tomato jam, fried pork shank confit with mushroom bagna càuda, or halibut and green garlic a la plancha. Unique cocktails are churned out from the bar by expert hands.





Jake’s Famous CrawfishSEAFOOD$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-226-1419; www.jakesfamouscrawfish.com; 401 SW 12th Ave; mains $22-47; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-10pm Mon-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat, 10am-10pm Sun)


Saunter into this classic joint with its elegant old-time atmosphere, reservation in hand. You’ll need it – some of Portland’s best seafood can be found here. The oysters are divine, the crab cakes a revelation and the seafood-stuffed Chinook salmon your ticket to heaven. Come at happy hour for more affordable treats.







5Northeast


[image: icon-top-choice]oYonderSOUTHERN US$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-444-7947; www.yonderpdx.com; 4636 NE 42nd Ave; mains $8-17; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm Wed-Sun)


Yonder’s excellent fried chicken is available ‘dusted’ (adorned with dry spice), ‘dipped’ (tossed in a zesty sauce) or ‘hot’ (just spicy enough to be memorable, without injury), served with cornbread or a biscuit with sweet sorghum butter. Add a side of pimento mac ’n’ cheese or bacon braised collard greens, then wash it down with a craft cocktail. Down-home good!





¿Por Qúe No? TaqueriaMEXICAN$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-467-4149; www.porquenotacos.com; 3524 N Mississippi Ave; tacos $3.50-5, mains $8-14; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-10pm Mon-Sat, to 9:30pm Sun) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Pricey for a taqueria, but the ingredients are good, and so is the vibe. They do great tacos, or try the Bryan’s Bowl – essentially a tortilla-less burrito in a bowl – and down it with a pomegranate margarita. It’s a tiny place, and the line often goes out the door.





Tin ShedAMERICAN$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-288-6966; www.tinshedgardencafe.com; 1438 NE Alberta St; mains $11-14; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-3pm Mon & Tue, to 9pm Wed-Sun; [image: icon-veggif]v)


Just like it sounds, this restaurant is in a (pretty fancy) tin shed, along the busy section of NE Alberta St, and has a menu that seems designed specifically to cure whatever you did to yourself the night before. Think biscuits and gravy, and tons of vegetarian options, too. The bloody Marys (for example) are excellent, and there’s a great outside patio.





Pine State BiscuitsSOUTHERN US$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-477-6605; www.pinestatebiscuits.com; 2204 NE Alberta St; biscuit sandwiches $6-11; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-3pm)


Immensely popular for its hangover-sopping fried chicken, bacon and cheese biscuit sandwiches, with egg and gravy additions for the strong of heart. Plenty of sides, with interesting drinks like local apple cider or gourmet chocolate milk.





[image: icon-top-choice]oAkadi PDXAFRICAN$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-477-7138; www.akadipdx.com; 3601 NE Martin Luther King Jr Blvd; mains $13-19; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-10pm Tue-Sun)


Akadi chef-owner Fatou Ouattara brings the flavors of her native Ivory Coast and other West African countries to Portland, where you’ll find devoted locals enjoying authentic dishes at kente-cloth-covered tables in the low-key dining room. Samusas, cassava sticks and jolof rice plates are crowd-pleasing entry points, but the flavor-rich traditional stews (eaten with fufu) are truly where it’s at.





Sizzle PiePIZZA$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-234-7437; www.sizzlepie.com; 4144 NE Sandy Blvd; salads $6-8, pizzas from $16; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-midnight Sun-Thu, to 4am Fri & Sat; [image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-busgif]g12, 75)


An almost mandatory after-bar stop, this pizza joint serves slices and whole pies (including lots of vegan, vegetarian and gluten-free options) with names that will please music nerds (Karp, Rudimentary Penne). Breakfast pizzas (topped with bacon, eggs, green chilies and hash browns) are available all day, and the seasonal pies are always interesting. Beer and wine are available.





People’s PigBARBECUE$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-282-2800; www.peoplespig.com; 3217 N Williams Ave; sandwiches $10-12, mains $14-25; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm Sun-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat; [image: icon-busgif]g4, 24, 44)


The smoked fried-chicken sandwich at the People’s Pig, with jalapeño jelly and spicy mayo, occupies the top position on many Portlanders’ lists of favorite sandwiches. It comes with your choice of side: get the collard greens. You can also have it as a plate, with extra sides – or opt for the pork shoulder, ribs, lamb or brisket. It’s all good.





Podnah’s PitBARBECUE$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-281-3700; www.podnahspit.com; 1625 NE Killingsworth St; mains $14-32; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm Mon-Thu, to 10pm Fri, 9am-10pm Sat, 9am-9pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g8)


Possibly Portland’s best barbecue joint, serving amazingly tender and tasty pork ribs that have been smoked for four hours. There’s also brisket, chicken and pulled-pork sandwiches, along with typical sides such as coleslaw, potato salad and collard greens.





Toro BravoSPANISH$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-281-4464; www.torobravopdx.com; 120 NE Russell St; tapas $3-17, mains $13-24; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-10pm Mon-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat)


Sure, you could order the house bacon and manchego (sheep’s milk) burger here and be happy, but it’s the endless list of tapas that should guide your taste buds – get the potatoes bravas, jamón croquettes or octopus a la plancha. Be prepared for a wait – this place has an enduring reputation for deliciousness.





[image: icon-top-choice]oOxSTEAK$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-284-3366; www.oxpdx.com; 2225 NE Martin Luther King Jr Blvd; mains $14-56; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat; [image: icon-busgif]g6)


One of Portland’s most popular restaurants is this upscale, Argentine-inspired steakhouse. Start with the smoked bone-marrow clam chowder, then go for the gusto: the grass-fed beef rib eye. If there’s two of you, the asado (barbecue grill; $94) is a good choice, allowing you to try several different cuts.





BeastAMERICAN$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-841-6968; www.beastpdx.com; 5425 NE 30th Ave; dinner without/with wine $118/168, brunch $40/60; [image: icon-hoursgif]hdinner 6pm & 7:30pm Wed & Thu, 6pm & 8:45pm Fri & Sat, 7pm Sun, brunch 10am, 11:30am & 1pm Sun)


At Beast, celebrated local chef Naomi Pomeroy – who went from staging underground supper-club dinners to appearing on Top Chef and winning a James Beard Award – offers a set fixed-price menu of six courses, wine pairings optional. Dining here is an event. Expect wildly creative use of carefully sourced ingredients, and a lot of meat. Reserve ahead.





Ned LuddAMERICAN$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-288-6900; www.nedluddpdx.com; 3925 NE Martin Luther King Jr Blvd; small plates $3-18, mains $25-28; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-9pm Sun-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat; [image: icon-busgif]g6) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Quintessentially Portland, this offbeat, upscale joint exudes thick artisan vibes, from its rustic-peasant decor to the prominent brick wood-fired oven where all dishes are cooked. The beautifully presented small plates are rotated daily. This is not a place to simply fill your tummy but one in which to sample eclectic ‘American craft’ delicacies.





DON’T MISS

FOOD CARTS

Some of Portland’s most amazing food comes from humble little kitchens-on-wheels. Found all over town clumped together in parking lots or otherwise unoccupied spaces, food carts offer hungry wanderers a chance to try unusual dishes at low prices, and they often have covered seating areas if you don’t like to walk while you eat. Many of Portland’s beloved eateries got their start as food carts, with specialties that were such hits that brick-and-mortar locations were established to serve increasing demands.

Potato Champion Double-fried fries and poutine with exotic dipping sauces, all served until late.

Rip City Grill ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-953-9452; www.ripcitygrill.com; cnr SW Moody Ave & Abernethy St; sandwiches $6-10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10:30am-2pm Mon-Fri) South Waterfront cart peddling legendary tri-tip steak sandwiches.

Viking Soul Food (map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%971-506-5579; www.vikingsoulfood.com; 4255 SE Belmont St; mains $3.50-9; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-8pm Sun-Thu, to 8:30pm Fri & Sat; [image: icon-busgif]g15) Norwegian wraps stuffed with savory and sweet fillings, and all manner of pickled sides.






5Northwest


PrasadVEGAN$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-224-3993; www.prasadpdx.com; 925 NW Davis St; mains $4-12; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7:30am-8pm Mon-Fri, 9am-8pm Sat & Sun; [image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-busgif]g77) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Prasad’s location inside a yoga studio tells you a lot. Healthy, hearty salads, bowls and smoothies come in every shade of green: try the Pride of Portland (brown rice, avocado, scallions, olive oil and sauce, with a green juice) or Endless Summer (zucchini noodles, avocado-pesto cream, tomatoes, spinach, bell pepper and basil). Breakfast options include a tasty maple-chia waffle with vanilla cashew cream.





Lovejoy BakersBAKERY$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-208-3113; www.lovejoybakers.com; 939 NW 10th Ave; mains $6-11; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-5pm; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


A big-windowed space fills with the sweet smells of fine baked goods. Fresh breads become memorable sandwiches, served alongside crisp salads and warming soups. Try the roasted eggplant with chèvre or the lamb meatloaf; there are wines by the glass, or simply stop by for a croissant and coffee to start the day.





Pok Pok NWTHAI$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%971-351-1946; www.pokpoknw.com; 1639 NW Marshall St; mains $9-16; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-10pm; [image: icon-tramgif]jNS Line)


The Northwest outpost of chef Andy Ricker’s famous Thai street-food restaurant has a few notable advantages: mainly, there’s lots of seating, and parties of any size can make reservations. It also has a larger kitchen and a slightly different menu from the flagship location, although the favorites (Ike’s chicken wings) are all here.





Muu-Muu’sFUSION$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-223-8169; www.muumuus.net; 612 NW 21st Ave; small plates $4-9, mains $10-22; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-1am Mon-Wed, to 2am Thu & Fri, 10am-2am Sat, to 1am Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g77)


Two challenges face you at Muu-Muu’s: first, deciding whether it’s more of a bar or a restaurant; and second, deciding what to eat. The menu is all over the place, from seared tuna to brussels sprouts, burgers to po’boys to enchiladas to coconut curry. Avoid decisions: order several small plates and a perfect cocktail, and enjoy.





Olympia ProvisionsFRENCH$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-894-8136; www.olympiaprovisions.com; 1632 NW Thurman St; charcuterie $17-34, sandwiches $10-18, mains $17-27; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-10pm Mon-Fri, 9am-10pm Sat, 9am-9pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g16)


French-inspired rotisserie bistro serving up charcuterie and cheese boards, gourmet sandwiches, salads and deli items, and main plates such as rotisserie chicken and steamed clams. It also does delicious eggs Benedict for brunch.





Piazza ItaliaITALIAN$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-478-0619; www.piazzaportland.com; 1129 NW Johnson St; pasta $12-16; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-3pm daily, plus 5-9:30pm Sun-Tue, 5-10pm Wed & Thu, 5-11pm Fri & Sat)


Remember that great ragù you last had in Bologna or those memorable vongole (clams) you once polished off in Sicily? Well, here they are again courtesy of Piazza Italia, a highly authentic restaurant that succeeds where so many fail: replicating the true essence of Italian food in North America.





[image: icon-top-choice]oAtaulaSPANISH$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-894-8904; www.ataulapdx.com; 1818 NW 23rd Pl; tapas $9-17, paella dishes $35-40; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4:30-10pm Tue-Sat; [image: icon-busgif]g15, 77)


This critically acclaimed Spanish tapas restaurant offers outstanding cuisine. If these are on the menu, try the nuestras bravas (sliced, fried potatoes in milk aioli), croquetas (salt-cod fritters), xupa xup (chorizo ‘lollipop’) and ataula montadito (salmon with mascarpone yogurt and black-truffle honey). Great cocktails, too. Be sure to reserve.





Paley’s PlaceFUSION$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-243-2403; www.paleysplace.net; 1204 NW 21st Ave; mains $23-45; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5:30-10pm Mon-Thu, 5-11pm Fri & Sat, 5-10pm Sun) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Established by Vitaly and Kimberly Paley, this is one of Portland’s premier restaurants, offering a creative blend of French and Pacific Northwest cuisines. Whether it’s escargots à la Bordelaise or crispy sweetbreads with goat’s-cheese gnocchi, you can count on fresh ingredients, excellent service and a memorable experience.





Café NellAMERICAN$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-295-6487; www.cafenell.com; 1987 NW Kearney; mains $19-26; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-10pm Mon-Fri, 9am-10pm Sat, 9am-8pm Sun)


This little bistro in Nob Hill is both cozy and sophisticated. Large portions of comfort food range from breakfast omelets and oysters on the half shell to wild mushroom risotto and grilled salmon. Happy hour means classic cocktails, frites and tacos.





AndinaPERUVIAN$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-228-9535; www.andinarestaurant.com; 1314 NW Glisan St; mains $21-40; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-2:30pm & 5-9:30pm Sun-Thu, to 10:30pm Fri & Sat, bar 4-11pm; [image: icon-busgif]g77)


A modern take on traditional Peruvian food produces delicious mains such as slow-cooked lamb shank in cilantro-and-black-beer sauce or wok-fried wild mushrooms served with garlic rice. For lighter fare, hit the bar for tapas or Peruvian ceviche (fresh fish marinated in citric juices), great cocktails (try the punning but delicious Sacsayhuamán) and Latin-inspired live music.







5Old Town Chinatown


Little Taco & TequilaMEXICAN$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-274-8226; www.littlett.com; 215 NW 3rd Ave; tacos $3.50-4; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-10pm Sun-Thu, to 3am Fri & Sat)


For superbly executed street tacos, tamale and sopes, try this taqueria in Old Town. Open late on weekends, they pour more than 75 types of tequila, which you can order in flights. Top-notch specialty margaritas are concocted with housemade syrups – take your pick from blueberry hibiscus mint, serrano sage cucumber, papaya rose hip, rosemary watermelon, chocolate sumac or blood orange saffron.





Voodoo DoughnutDESSERTS$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-241-4704; www.voodoodoughnut.com; 22 SW 3rd Ave; doughnuts from $2; [image: icon-hoursgif]h24hr)


There’s nothing quite like this standing-room-only hole-in-the-wall (pun intended) spot. It bakes creative, sickly sweet treats – go for the surprisingly good bacon-maple bar or the ‘cock ‘n balls’ (shaped like a…well, yes). Part of the fun is standing in line with everyone else in town, and then carrying around that distinctive pink box so people know you’ve been.





LeChonSOUTH AMERICAN$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-219-9000; https://lechonpdx.com; 113 SW Naito Pkwy; mains $12-28; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-2pm & 4:30-10pm Mon-Thu, 11am-2pm & 4:30-11pm Fri, 3-11pm Sat, 3-10pm Sun)


This under-the-radar eatery on the waterfront specializes in South American fare. Dishes from Argentina, Chile, Patagonia and Peru include pork anticucho (grilled heart), lomo saltado (sirloin strips with rice and fries), empanadas and ceviche. If you’re after an extravaganza, try the asado (grilled meat) main – flank steak, lamb T-bone, sweetbreads and smoked sausages will stuff you to the gills.





Pine Street MarketAMERICAN$$

(map Google map; www.pinestreetpdx.com; 126 SW 2nd Ave; prices vary; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-11pm)


An indoor food hall in the historic Baggage and Carriage Building downtown, Pine Street Market collects eight buzz-worthy restaurants and cafes around a central dining area, including outlets from the minds behind Salt & Straw (ice cream) and Olympia Provisions.







5Southeast


[image: icon-top-choice]oLardoSANDWICHES$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-241-2490; www.lardosandwiches.com; 1212 SE Hawthorne Blvd; sandwiches $10-14; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat; [image: icon-busgif]g14)


Definitely in the running for Portland’s best sandwich, Lardo’s take on Korean pork shoulder is outstanding – and that’s on a menu of a dozen truly fantastic sandwiches. Try a guest-chef creation, different each month, and don’t skip the addictive dirty fries, with Parmesan and pork scraps.





Pix PatisserieDESSERTS$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%971-271-7166; www.pixpatisserie.com; 2225 E Burnside St; sweets from $2.75; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4pm-midnight Mon-Fri, from 2pm Sat & Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g14)


Run by French-trained pastry chef Cheryl Wakerhauser, Pix is a decadent haven for anyone with a sweet tooth. The desserts are so beautiful that you might hesitate to dig in, and each has a recommended drink pairing. Don’t skimp on the famous macarons, and consider a ‘Pix kinder egg’ (complete with a French charm inside) for the little ones.





Nong’s Khao Man GaiTHAI$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-740-2907; www.khaomangai.com; 609 SE Ankeny St; mains $11-16; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10:50am-9pm; [image: icon-busgif]g20)


The widely adored food cart where it all started has closed, but Nong’s brick-and-mortar locations still dish out her signature menu item: tender poached chicken with rice in a magical sauce. A handful of other options (including vegetarian) and add-ons are available, as well as occasional specials.





TiltBURGERS$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%971-420-2165; www.tiltitup.com; 22 NE 2nd Ave, Suite 100; burgers $7-11; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-11pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g6, 12, 19, 20)


The tagline is ‘Built for the American workforce,’ which might make you scoff until you get a look at the size of the Big Tilt burger. This thing could put in a solid 10-hour shift, no lollygagging, no smoke breaks. This newest of three locations adjoins the Burnside Skate Park and is committedly industrial-chic (raw-concrete pillars, shop-rags for napkins).





ZipperCAFETERIA$

(map Google map; www.facebook.com/thezipperpdx; 2705 NE Sandy Blvd; most dishes $6-12; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-late; [image: icon-busgif]g12)


The Zipper is an architecturally inventive indoor food court, housing a handful of places to eat, a coffee shop, a nail salon and a whiskey bar (Paydirt). Dining options include one of the city’s best fried-chicken sandwiches (Basilisk) and a great Asian-fusion restaurant (Wares). Order from anywhere, grab a drink at the bar and wander to an outdoor firepit.





Bunk BarSANDWICHES$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-328-2865; www.bunksandwiches.com; 1028 SE Water Ave; sandwiches $5.50-11.50; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm Sun-Tue, to 10pm Wed-Sat)


Sandwiches are an art at this low-key Portland hangout, which also has a lively bar and live shows on weekends. The tuna melt and the roast beef have been known to inspire a soliloquy (between bites).





Little T American BakerBAKERY$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-238-3458; www.littletbaker.com; 2600 SE Division St; mains $6-9; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-5pm Mon-Sat, 8am-2pm Sun)


This bakery has the best baguette in town, as well as quiches and salads for lunch. Don’t forget dessert – order a delicious pastry (or three) such as the poached-pear Danish, pistachio bear claw, sweet-potato cinnamon doughnut, chocolate-praline croissant…





Potato ChampionSTREET FOOD$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-683-3797; www.potatochampion.com; 1207 SE Hawthorne Blvd; mains $7-10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-midnight Sun-Thu, to 3am Fri & Sat; [image: icon-veggif]v)


Twice-fried fries with exotic dipping sauces, and poutine (Canadian specialty of fries covered in cheese and gravy), make this cart a hit with the after-bar crowd. Open late!





[image: icon-top-choice]oCanardFRENCH$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%971-279-2356; www.canardpdx.com; 734 E Burnside St; dishes $6-20; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-midnight Mon-Fri, from 9am Sat & Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g20)


The hotly anticipated little sibling of chef Gabriel Rucker’s rightly famous Le Pigeon, Canard started winning ‘best restaurant of the year’ designations within weeks of opening at the start of 2018. With its wine-bar-meets-Parisian-brunch-cafe vibe, and a menu of mostly shareable dishes you won’t find elsewhere, the place is a champ.





StammtischGERMAN$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-206-7983; www.stammtischpdx.com; 401 NE 28th Ave; small plates $5-9, mains $14-24; [image: icon-hoursgif]h3pm-1:30am Mon-Fri, 11am-1:30am Sat & Sun; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g19)


Dig into serious German food – with a beer list to match – at this dark and cozy neighborhood pub. Don’t miss the Maultaschen (a gorgeous pasta pocket filled with leek fondue in a bright, lemony wine sauce), the clams with Landjäger sausage in white wine broth, or the paprika-spiced roast chicken.





[image: icon-top-choice]oTasty n DaughtersAMERICAN$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-621-1400; www.tastyndaughters.com; 4537 SE Division St; small plates $3-14, mains $12-19; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-2:30pm & 5-10pm)


After a nine-year run, chef John Gorham, of Toro Bravo fame, took brunch favorite Tasty n Sons, formerly on N Williams, to southeast Portland. The reboot – renamed to accurately reflect his offspring – retained favorites like shakshuka and patatas bravas, but added fresh pasta and seafood to the menu. Most notable is a new Turkish influence – the pide breakfast pizza is a must.





OK OmensAMERICAN$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-231-9959; www.okomens.com; 1758 SE Hawthorne Blvd; dishes $8-18; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5pm-midnight; [image: icon-busgif]g14)


OK Omens is a hit, not least for its epic wine list and menu of adventurous shareable dishes. Crowd favorites include a spicy Caesar-style salad with buttermilk fried chicken, hoisin roasted carrots, adorable cheddar-filled beignets, crab pasta topped with thinly sliced jalapeños, and burgers. On Sunday, happy hour lasts all day.





KachkaRUSSIAN$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-235-0059; www.kachkapdx.com; 960 SE 11th Ave; zakuski $8-14, mains $16-29; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-2pm & 4-10pm, to 11pm Fri & Sat; [image: icon-busgif]g15, 70)


There’s a theme of homey nostalgia at this Russian throwback restaurant, now in a new location and open for lunch as well as dinner. Babushka-esque doilies and pastoral Russian artwork accent the experience here, and the food is mostly dumplings and hot or cold zakuski (appetizers traditionally washed down with vodka), with a Portland care to keeping ingredients local.





NavarreEUROPEAN$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-232-3555; http://blog.navarreportland.com; 10 NE 28th Ave; small plates $8-15, large plates $24-48; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4:30-10:30pm Mon-Thu, to 11:30pm Fri, 9:30am-11:30pm Sat, to 10:30pm Sun)


A paper menu at this industrial-elegant restaurant lists various small plates (don’t call them tapas), which rotate daily – though a few popular dishes like the ‘Bird’ (chicken braised in sherry vinegar and garlic) are fixed commodities. Best option: let the chef feed you what he likes (per person $38). There’s an epic wine list, and weekend brunch is as good as dinner.





Ken’s Artisan PizzaPIZZA$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-517-9951; www.kensartisan.com; 304 SE 28th Ave; pizzas $13-18; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-9:30pm Mon-Thu, 5-10pm Fri, 4-10pm Sat, 4-9pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g20)


Glorious wood-fired, thin-crust pizzas with toppings such as prosciutto, fennel sausage and green garlic. Super-cool atmosphere, with huge sliding windows that open to the street on warm nights. Expect a long wait – no reservations taken.





Pok PokTHAI$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-232-1387; www.pokpokpdx.com; 3226 SE Division St; mains $9.50-20; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-10pm)


Spicy Thai street food with a twist draws crowds of flavor-seekers to this famous eatery. Dishes are meant for sharing, so order lots and have fun. Don’t miss the renowned chicken wings. To endure the wait, try drinking tastier-than-it-sounds vinegar at the restaurant’s bar, Whiskey Soda Lounge.





PaaDeeTHAI$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-360-1453; www.paadeepdx.com; 6 SE 28th Ave; mains $11-21; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-3pm & 5-10pm; [image: icon-busgif]g20)


Located on a strip of 28th Ave dubbed ‘Restaurant Row’ is this beautiful dining room with birdcages as lampshades, inspired by the owner’s childhood in Thailand. Bright, fresh flavors come alive in plates such as gra prao muu grob (crispy pork belly with basil and chili). Tasty cocktails are available, too.





Screen DoorSOUTHERN US$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-542-0880; www.screendoorrestaurant.com; 2337 E Burnside St; mains $9-15; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-2pm & 5:30-10pm Mon-Fri, 9am-2:30pm & 5:30-10pm Sat, to 9pm Sun)


The quintessential Portland brunch experience: you’ll stand in line for literally hours, but once you get in, you can lay claim to a plate of heavenly fried chicken and exceptional French toast – not to mention the pleasant midmorning schadenfreude of watching all those other people waiting in line behind you.





Bamboo SushiSUSHI$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-232-5255; www.bamboosushi.com; 310 SE 28th Ave; mains $11-26, nigiri $5-10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4:30-10pm; [image: icon-busgif]g20) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Bamboo says it’s the world’s first ‘certified sustainable’ sushi restaurant. Ecofood twist aside, it’s hard to find fish that tastes this good – try it in ‘flights’ of whatever’s in season. And don’t forget the cooked dishes, like miso-marinated Oregon-coast cod. If you can’t sit at the sushi bar – the primo spot – sit at the cocktail bar, where the craftsmanship is equally impressive.





[image: icon-top-choice]oAva Gene’sITALIAN$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%971-229-0571; www.avagenes.com; 3377 SE Division St; mains $25-35; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-10pm Mon-Thu, to 11pm Fri, 4:30-11pm Sat, 4:30-10pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g4)


This renowned trattoria-inspired eatery – owned by Duane Sorenson, who founded Stumptown Coffee – serves rustic Italian cuisine, with exquisite pasta and vegetable dishes as highlights. Exceptional ingredients, a great wine list and cocktails, and outstanding service make it a swoon-worthy dining experience worth seeking out. Reserve ahead.





Laurelhurst MarketAMERICAN$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-206-3097; www.laurelhurstmarket.com; 3155 E Burnside St; mains $17-54; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-10pm, butcher shop 10am-10pm)


Hugely popular and vegetarian-unfriendly is this hip and meaty spot, where grass-fed steaks, pork chops and free-range chicken dominate the menu. Just be prepared to wait, unless you have a reservation. There’s also a butcher counter selling quality meats and great lunchtime sandwiches.





[image: icon-top-choice]oNomadPDXAMERICAN$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-206-4085; www.nomadpdx.com; 575 NE 24th Ave; tasting menu $100, wine pairings $65; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6pm Thu & Sun, 6pm & 8:30pm Fri & Sat, bar 5pm-midnight Wed-Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g12)


Wildly experimental flavor combinations are plated gorgeously at this modernist restaurant: think leaves, flowers and foam decorating architectural stacks of seafood, meat and local produce. A U-shaped counter faces an open kitchen in the rustic dining room. Reservations are crucial for the main room, but the Ash Bar in the back takes walk-ins and has an à la carte menu.





Providore Fine FoodsSUPERMARKET$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-232-1010; www.providorefinefoods.com; 2340 NE Sandy Blvd; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9:30am-8pm; [image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-busgif]g12) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Do your grocery shopping wine-in-hand at this gourmet supermarket, housed in a sleek modern building that also contains a bakery, oyster bar, flower shop and Italian-style whole-chicken roastery.





Le PigeonFRENCH$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-546-8796; http://lepigeon.com; 738 E Burnside St; mains $17-39; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-10pm)


Squeeze into this cozy, low-lit space for some of Portland’s best and most-loved cooking. Chef Gabriel Rucker does amazing things with meat and fish (but mostly meat), and whatever local produce is in season. The seven-course tasting menu ($105) is a complete experience. Sit at the bar to watch the action; most nights there’ll be a wait for a table.





LangbaanTHAI$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%971-344-2564; www.langbaanpdx.com; 6 SE 28th Ave; per person $95; [image: icon-hoursgif]hseatings 6pm & 8:45pm Thu-Sat, 5:30pm & 8:15pm Sun)


Tucked away in the back of PaaDee is this wildly popular and intimate space (the name means ‘Back of the House’) offering a set tasting menu eight times a week. Small plates feature the likes of scallops with coconut cream and lemongrass in rice cups, and mains like Issan-style curry halibut. It’s booked out months in advance, so plan ahead.





CoquineFRENCH$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-384-2483; www.coquinepdx.com; 6839 SE Belmont St; set menus $68-100, dinner mains $24-36, breakfast & lunch mains $8-18; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9:30am-2:30pm Mon-Thu, from 8am Fri-Sun, plus 5-10pm Wed-Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g15)


Off the beaten path and well worth seeking out, this sweet cafe is generally acknowledged to serve Portland’s best chocolate chip cookie. The seasonal menu of classic dishes (think roast chicken, carrot soup, braised lamb shank, breakfast hash) highlights fresh produce and locally sourced ingredients; chef Katy Millard raises simple salads and sandwiches to an art form. Reservations recommended.





Bar AvignonEUROPEAN$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-517-0808; www.baravignon.com; 2138 SE Division St; mains $24-34; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-10pm Mon-Sat, to 9pm Sun)


A romantic setting for snacky plates to share (try the Washington mussels), or real mains like bouillabaisse or steak au poivre. You’ll want to linger over a special bottle of wine at the bar or at a sidewalk table. Happy hour offers some good deals.





CastagnaEUROPEAN$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-231-7373; www.castagnarestaurant.com; 1752 SE Hawthorne Blvd; prix fixe $165, wine pairings $85; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5:30-10pm Wed-Sat)


At this elegantly upscale prix-fixe restaurant, chef Justin Woodward transforms seasonal ingredients into works of art with truly amazing textures and flavors (think Salish halibut with green almond and sorrel). Don’t miss dessert, which can include rhubarb with burnt pastry cream and sweet cicely.





SOUND IT OUT: A PORTLAND PRONUNCIATION GUIDE

During your time in Portland, you will encounter the following names that you’ll most likely mispronounce, despite their seeming phonetic simplicity. Save yourself from the discomfort of being corrected (albeit in the nicest Pacific Northwest way) by sounding them out in advance.

Oregon ORE-uh-ghin or ORY-gun – like ‘organ’ with an ‘uh’ in the middle. Never, ever ‘Ore-uh-GONE.’

Willamette Will-AM-it, like ‘damnit.’ Not Willa-MET.

Glisan GLEE-sun, like a happy sphere of hot plasma at the center of the Solar System.

The Dalles Like ‘the gals,’ not like the city in Texas.

Couch Like ‘cooch.’ Yeah. We know.








6Drinking & Nightlife

Drinking, whether it’s coffee or a craft brew, cider or kombucha, is practically a sport in Portland. In winter it’s a reason to hunker down and escape the rain; in summer, an excuse to sit on a patio or deck and soak up the long-awaited sunshine. Whatever your poison, there’s bound to be a handcrafted, artisan version of it here.


6Downtown


Abigail HallCOCKTAIL BAR

(map Google map; www.abigailhallpdx.com; 813 SW Alder St, Woodlark Hotel; [image: icon-hoursgif]h3pm-late)


Just beyond the lobby of the Woodlark is Abigail Hall, the hotel bar named after an Oregon suffragette and the women’s reception hall that once inhabited the historic space. Retro floral wallpaper, stiff-backed banquettes and plaid wingback chairs deliver a punch of granny chic, while cocktails with names like ‘Born on the Bayeux’ and ‘Summer in Aberdeen’ conjure foregone times.





Departure LoungeBAR

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-802-5370; www.departureportland.com; 525 SW Morrison St, Nines; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4-11pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat; [image: icon-traingif]d)


This rooftop restaurant-bar, atop the 15th floor of the Nines hotel, fills a deep downtown void: a cool bar with unforgettable views of Portland. The vibe is distinctly ‘spaceship LA,’ with mod couches and sleek lighting. Hit happy hour from 4pm to 6pm (or late night) for select drinks and appetizers.







6Northeast


[image: icon-top-choice]oProud MaryCAFE

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-208-3475; https://proudmarycoffee.com; 2012 NE Alberta St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-4pm Mon-Fri, from 8am Sat & Sun)


From the land of flat whites and avocado toast comes Proud Mary, the notable Melbourne-based coffee roaster that aptly chose Portland for their first US outpost. In addition to superb coffee, they sling delicious, Insta-worthy breakfast, brunch and lunch plates like vanilla and ricotta hotcakes, a smoked pork-belly satay sandwich and Aussie meat pies. Smoothies and fresh juices, too.





Ecliptic BrewingBREWERY

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-265-8002; www.eclipticbrewing.com; 825 N Cook St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat; [image: icon-busgif]g4)


It’s in kind of a chilly industrial space, but the beer speaks for itself – Ecliptic was founded by John Harris, who previously brewed for McMenamins, Deschutes and Full Sail. The brewery’s astronomically named creations (such as the Craft Beer medal-winning Spica Pilsner) are ambitious and wildly successful. Food includes tasty offerings such as lamb picatta, tempura asparagus and a goat’s cheese and beet melt sandwich.





SaravezaBREWERY

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-206-4252; www.saraveza.com; 1004 N Killingsworth St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-midnight)


Saraveza is a bottle shop and pub best known for its American craft beer, served by award-winning ‘beertenders.’ Choose from over 250 bottles of the stuff, including nine on draft. Also good for its savory and sweet pasties (hand pies).





Moon & SixpencePUB

(map Google map; 2014 NE 42nd Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h3pm-2:30am)


Topping the short list of places in Portland where you can get a proper pint of Guinness is this lovely old-fashioned pub, with good fish-and-chips, friendly but not overly attentive service, darts in the back, old books to borrow and a huge patio outside for when the rain lets up. On a gray Portland day it’s hard to do better.





Hale PeleBAR

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-662-8454; www.halepele.com; 2733 NE Broadway; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4pm-close)


The kitschy tiki bar (aren’t they all?) to come to for ‘historical’ tropical cocktails, all made from fresh juices, handcrafted syrups and premium spirits. Try the popular Suffering Bastard, made with ginger beer, bourbon, gin and lime.





Ristretto RoastersCOFFEE

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-288-8667; www.rrpdx.com; 3808 N Williams Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6:30am-6pm Mon-Sat, 7am-6pm Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


Medium-roast, small-batch and single-origin coffee beans that result in a mellow, more subtle cup of java. The cafe features modern wood paneling, clean lines and a huge garage door.







6Northwest


[image: icon-top-choice]oBreakside BreweryBREWERY

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-444-7597; www.breakside.com; 1570 NW 22nd Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat; [image: icon-busgif]g8)


Known for experimental brews laced with fruits, vegetables and spices, plus a nationally lauded IPA, Breakside expanded beyond its original location at 820 NE Dekum St in northeast Portland and opened a bigger venue in Slabtown in 2017. Sixteen taps, great grub and two levels of seating (plus a large patio) in a cheery industrial space make it one of Portland’s finest brewpubs.





[image: icon-top-choice]oBaristaCOFFEE

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-274-1211; www.baristapdx.com; 539 NW 13th Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-7pm Mon-Fri, from 7am Sat & Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g77)


One of Portland’s best coffee shops, this tiny, stylish shop is owned by award-winning barista Billy Wilson. Beans are sourced from specialty roasters. Three other locations in town.





Lowbrow LoungeBAR

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-226-0200; www.lowbrowlounge.com; 1036 NW Hoyt St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h3pm-2:30am Mon-Sat; [image: icon-busgif]g77)


A dark, divey oasis holding its ground against the encroaching condo-ization of the neighborhood, the Lowbrow is old-school Portland at its best: weird art, great beer, friendly and unfussy bartenders, and better-than-dive-standard food at good prices. If you’re meeting someone there, it’s fun to arrive first, sit toward the back, and watch your friend stumble in blinded until their eyes adjust to the darkness.







6Old Town Chinatown


Ground Kontrol Classic ArcadeBAR

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-796-9364; http://groundkontrol.com; 115 NW 5th Ave; games 25-50¢; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-2:30am; [image: icon-busgif]g20, [image: icon-traingif]dGreen, Orange, Yellow)


Remember Galaga? You can still play it at this awesome video arcade for adults, along with plenty of other vintage arcade games and pinball machines. A recent expansion into the building next door doubled the venue’s size. There’s a basic bar food menu as well as beer, wine and cocktails. Check online for ‘free play’ nights and other events.





Deadstock CoffeeCOFFEE

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%971-220-8727; www.deadstockcoffee.com; 408 NW Couch St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7:30am-5pm Mon-Fri, 9am-6pm Sat, 10am-4pm Sun)


Deadstock’s ethos that ‘coffee should be dope’ comes through in its signature concoctions and blends, such as the LeBronald Palmer (a mix of iced coffee, sweet tea and lemonade) and ‘Fresh Prince’ (Ethiopian light-roast beans). Owner Ian Williams once worked his way from janitor to shoe designer at Nike HQ, and it’s the world’s only coffee shop dedicated to sneaker culture.







6Southeast


Push x PullCOFFEE

(map Google map; https://pushxpullcoffee.com; 821 SE Stark St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-5pm Mon-Fri, 8am-4pm Sat & Sun)


A labor of love by a group of java-obsessed pals, this roastery and cafe specializes in natural-process coffees and offers a rotating selection of single-origins, plus local baked goods. Bright wood paneling and turquoise-painted walls that perfectly match the industrial schoolhouse furniture and espresso machines make for a cheery space – not to mention the delightful owners and staff.





[image: icon-top-choice]oCulmination BrewingMICROBREWERY

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%971-254-9114; www.culminationbrewing.com; 2117 NE Oregon St; plates $5-16; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-9pm Sun-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat; [image: icon-busgif]g12)


At this comfortable tasting room in a refurbished old warehouse, you’ll find some of the city’s best beers (including the top-notch Phaedrus IPA plus a whole array of limited-edition seasonals) and a brief but unusually ambitious food menu. If the pêche is available, try it – even if you don’t normally like ‘fruit’ beers.





Scotch LodgeCOCKTAIL BAR

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-208-2039; https://scotchlodge.com; 215 SE 9th Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4pm-midnight Wed-Sun)


Pouring some 300 international and domestic whiskeys in a cozy, subterranean space, Scotch Lodge certainly caters to connoisseurs – but their cocktails that blend whiskey with other spirits are creative and accessible, satisfying aficionado and noob alike. Try the ‘Moneypenny’ with dry gin, smoky scotch and sea bean–infused vermouth. Modern French-inspired bar bites like pumpernickel-battered fried Brie sticks are also available.





Belmont StationBREWERY

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-232-8538; www.belmont-station.com; 4500 SE Stark St; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-11pm Mon-Fri, 11am-11pm Sat, to 10pm Sun)


There are dozens of places to drink fantastic beer in Portland, but this simple ‘Biercafe’ with sidewalk seating is one of the friendliest, coziest and most knowledgeable. Lingering questions about that super-obscure fresh-hop red you tasted once? Ask them here! The next-door bottle shop sells over 1300 beers, and there’s a food cart on-site if you get peckish.





Coava CoffeeCOFFEE

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-894-8134; www.coavacoffee.com; 1300 SE Grand Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-6pm Mon-Fri, 7am-6pm Sat & Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g6, 15, [image: icon-tramgif]jB Loop)


The decor takes the concept of ‘neoindustrial’ to extremes, but it works – and Coava delivers where it matters. The pour-over makes for a fantastic cup of java, and the espressos are exceptional, too.





Hey LoveCOCKTAIL BAR

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-206-6223; www.heylovepdx.com; 920 E Burnside St, Jupiter Next; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-2am)


Bright, colorful, high-octane craft cocktails and boozy, fruity frozen concoctions elicit perpetual summer vibes at this women-led lounge, attached to the Jupiter Next hotel. Rattan light fixtures, antique Moroccan carpets, art and knick-knacks, and living plants suspended from the ceiling create a cozily eclectic atmosphere. A full menu of internationally inspired dishes is served.





White Owl Social ClubBAR

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-236-9672; www.whiteowlsocialclub.com; 1305 SE 8th Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h3pm-2:30am; [image: icon-busgif]g10, 14)


Well-mixed cocktails and an excellent menu (including one of Portland’s most raved-about vegan burgers) draw the cool kids to this large bar, but it’s the vast outdoor patio that keeps them coming. What’s better than drinks around a crackling firepit on a cool night? There’s also live music and comedy; check the website.





Cider RiotBREWERY

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-662-8275; www.ciderriot.com; 807 NE Couch St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4-11pm Mon-Fri, noon-11pm Sat, noon-9pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g12, 19, 20)


Portland’s best cider company now has its very own pub and tasting room, so you can sample Everybody Pogo, Never Give an Inch or Plastic Paddy at the source. Ciders here are dry and complex, made with regional apples and hyper-regional attitude.





Cascade Brewing Barrel HouseBREWERY

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-265-8603; www.cascadebrewingbarrelhouse.com; 939 SE Belmont St; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-10pm Sun & Mon, to 11pm Tue-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat)


This excellent brewery specializes in sour beers, many made from fruit – which may leave some beer fiends skeptical, but trust us and give it a try. If you’re hesitant, order a few samplers (or just get the honey-ginger-lime). It all goes well with the gourmet food in the nice, big patio.





Hair of the Dog BrewingBREWERY

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-232-6585; www.hairofthedog.com; 61 SE Yamhill St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-10pm Tue-Sat, to 8pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g4, 6, 10, 14, 15, [image: icon-tramgif]jA Loop)


HOTD brews unusual beer styles, some of which are ‘bottle-conditioned,’ whereby the brewing cycle is finished inside the bottle. This results in complex flavors and high alcohol content, and the beer ages like a fine wine. Food is served to complement the beer’s flavors.





Hopworks Urban BreweryBREWERY

(HUB; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-232-4677; www.hopworksbeer.com; 2944 SE Powell Blvd; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-11pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g9) [image: icon-sustainable]S


All-organic beers made with local ingredients and served in an ecofriendly building with bicycle frames above the bar. Try the IPA or the Survival Stout, made with Stumptown coffee. There’s a good selection of food and a family-friendly atmosphere, and the back deck can’t be beat on a warm day.





CrushGAY

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-235-8150; www.crushbar.com; 1400 SE Morrison St; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-2am, from 10am Sat & Sun)


Slip into this sexy lounge with all the pretty people, order one of the exotic cocktails and speak up – it gets loud, what with all the dancing and shows. Everyone is friendly and welcoming no matter what your leanings may be, and the cocktails and bar snacks are top-notch.





Stumptown Coffee RoastersCOFFEE

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-230-7702; www.stumptowncoffee.com; 4525 SE Division St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-7pm Mon-Fri, from 7am Sat & Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g4)


Stumptown was the first micro roaster to put Portland on the coffee map, and this small, narrow space is where it all started.













3Entertainment


Live Music


Doug Fir LoungeLIVE MUSIC

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-231-9663; www.dougfirlounge.com; 830 E Burnside St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-2:30am; [image: icon-busgif]g20)


Combining futuristic elements with a rustic log-cabin aesthetic, this venue has helped transform the LoBu (lower Burnside) neighborhood from seedy to slick. Doug Fir books great bands and the sound quality is usually tops. The attached restaurant offers a killer breakfast, weekend brunch and a bar menu ($8 to $13) until close.





Wonder BallroomLIVE MUSIC

(map Google map; www.wonderballroom.com; 128 NE Russell St)


Great live-music venue with good sound quality, excellent lineup of bands and a tiny cafe downstairs.





Mississippi StudiosLIVE MUSIC

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-288-3895; www.mississippistudios.com; 3939 N Mississippi Ave; [image: icon-busgif]g4)


This intimate bar is good for checking out budding acoustic talent along with more-established musical acts. Excellent sound system, and good restaurant-bar with patio (and awesome burgers) next door. Located right on busy N Mississippi Ave.





Revolution HallCONCERT VENUE

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-288-3895, tickets 877-435-9849; www.revolutionhall.com; 1300 SE Stark St; [image: icon-hoursgif]hbox office 5-7pm; [image: icon-busgif]g15, 70)


Inside a remodeled 1924 school building (whose famous alumni include James Beard and Linus Pauling), this 850-seat concert venue has great sound quality and no bad seats. There’s a rooftop bar with views toward downtown (open mid-April to mid-October); Assembly, a bar-lounge with 24 beers on tap; and two ground-floor cafe-bars, Martha’s and the new Show Bar.





Hawthorne TheatreLIVE MUSIC

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-233-7100; http://hawthornetheatre.com; 1507 SE 39th Ave; [image: icon-busgif]g14)


A good-sized, boxy venue inside a former Masonic Lodge, the Hawthorne Theatre is one of the few places in town that has an all-ages section. There’s also a lounge that hosts more-intimate gigs (21 years and over only). Check the calendar online for upcoming shows.





Landmark SaloonLIVE MUSIC

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-894-8132; http://landmarksaloon.com; 4847 SE Division St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h3pm-2am Mon-Sat, to midnight Sun)


Live country music several nights a week, in an intimate venue with a large outdoor beer garden.





Dante’sLIVE MUSIC

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%tickets 866-777-8932; www.danteslive.com; 350 W Burnside St)


This steamy red bar books burlesque and cabaret shows along with national and regional touring bands (including the Murder City Devils, the Supersuckers and the Sugarhill Gang). Drop in on Sunday night for the eclectic Sinferno Cabaret, and on Monday night for Karaoke from Hell.





Crystal BallroomLIVE MUSIC

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-225-0047; www.crystalballroompdx.com; 1332 W Burnside St; [image: icon-busgif]g20)


This large, historic ballroom has hosted some major acts, including James Brown and Marvin Gaye in the early ’60s, and Devendra Banhart and Two Door Cinema Club today. The bouncy, ‘floating’ dance floor makes dancing almost effortless.







Cinema


Hollywood TheatreCINEMA

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-493-1128; www.hollywoodtheatre.org; 4122 NE Sandy Blvd)


This historic art-deco cinema has excellent programming, with classic, foreign and quirky independent movies and a reverence for film over digital – it’s the only place in town capable of showing movies in 70mm. Several great monthly series, including the awesome Kung Fu Cinema, screen rare 35mm classics. Microbrews, wine and pizza, too.





Cinema 21CINEMA

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-223-4515; www.cinema21.com; 616 NW 21st Ave)


Portland’s premiere art-house and foreign-film theater, with beer and wine available.





Laurelhurst TheaterCINEMA

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-232-5511; www.laurelhursttheater.com; 2735 E Burnside St; tickets $6.50-9; [image: icon-busgif]g20)


This great neighborhood theater has moved from showing second-run to mostly first-run movies, with occasional revival series. Pizza, salads, beer and wine are available; kids are welcome (with a parent) before 8pm. On Tuesday all tickets are matinee price.





Bagdad TheaterCINEMA

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-236-9234; www.bagdadmovies.com; 3702 SE Hawthorne Blvd; adult/child under 12yr $10/7)


This awesome, historic McMenamins venue offers microbrews on tap and pizza, burgers, salads and bar grub to go with its first-run films.





Clinton Street TheaterCINEMA

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-238-5588; www.clintonsttheater.com; 2522 SE Clinton St)


An old neighborhood theater screening independent and revival films. The Rocky Horror Picture Show plays every Saturday night at midnight, and has done so for over 40 years.





Kennedy School TheaterCINEMA

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-249-3983; www.mcmenamins.com; 5736 NE 33rd Ave; adult/child $5/3)


Another nice McMenamins venue; watch movies (second-run features and more) in the old school gym. Check the website for screenings.







Theater & Performing Arts


Portland Center StageTHEATER

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-445-3700; www.pcs.org; 128 NW 11th Ave; tickets from $25; [image: icon-busgif]g4, 8, 44, 77)


The city’s main theater company performs in the Portland Armory – a renovated Pearl District landmark with state-of-the-art features.





Arlene Schnitzer Concert HallCLASSICAL MUSIC

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-248-4335; www.portland5.com; 1037 SW Broadway; [image: icon-busgif]g10, 14, 15, 35, 36, 44, 54, 56)


This beautiful, if not acoustically brilliant, downtown venue, built in 1928, hosts a wide range of shows, lectures, concerts and other performances.





Keller AuditoriumPERFORMING ARTS

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-248-4335; www.portland5.com; 222 SW Clay St; [image: icon-busgif]g38, 45, 55, 92, 96)


Built in 1917 and formerly known as the Civic Auditorium, Keller hosts a wide range of performers, from big-name musicians (Sturgill Simpson) to the Portland Opera (www.portlandopera.org) and the Oregon Ballet Theatre (www.obt.org), along with some Broadway productions.





Darcelle XVCABARET

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-222-5338; www.darcellexv.com; 208 NW 3rd Ave; $20; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8pm Wed-Sat, 10:30pm Fri & Sat)


This is Portland’s Vegas-style cabaret show, featuring glitzy drag queens in big wigs, fake jewelry and overstuffed bras. Musical performances are spiced with corny comedy, while hapless audience members are picked out and teased. Male strippers perform at midnight on Friday and Saturday. Reservations aren’t required, but recommended for shows Wednesday through Saturday.







Sports


Trail BlazersSPECTATOR SPORT

(map Google map; www.nba.com/blazers; from $38)


Rip City’s major league basketball team plays at the Moda Center (map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-235-8771; www.rosequarter.com/venue/moda-center; 1 N Center Court St; [image: icon-traingif]dYellow).





Portland TimbersSPECTATOR SPORT

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-553-5400; www.timbers.com; tickets from $14)


The city’s major-league soccer franchise, wildly popular and supported by the formidable Timbers Army. Home games are held at Providence Park (map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-553-5400; www.providenceparkpdx.com; 1844 SW Morrison St; [image: icon-traingif]dBlue, Red).





Portland ThornsSPECTATOR SPORT

(map Google map; www.timbers.com/thornsfc; tickets from $13)


The City of Roses’ professional women’s soccer team plays in the National Women’s Soccer League (NWSL). Home games are held at Providence Park.





Portland WinterhawksSPECTATOR SPORT

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-238-6366; www.winterhawks.com; from $35)


Beervana’s major-junior hockey team usually plays at the Moda Center.





Rose City RollersSPECTATOR SPORT

(www.rosecityrollers.com; tickets from $15)


Roller derby in Stumptown? You bet. Bouts are held at the Hangar at Oaks Amusement Park ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-233-5777; www.oakspark.com; 7805 SE Oaks Park Way; ride bracelets $19-41, individual rides $4.95, skating $7-7.50; [image: icon-hoursgif]hhours vary; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g35, 99).









7Shopping


[image: icon-top-choice]oKiriko MadeCLOTHING

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-222-0335; https://kirikomade.com; 325 NW Couch St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm Mon-Fri, from noon Sat & Sun) [image: icon-sustainable]S


For truly one-of-a-kind gifts that also tick the sustainable box, turn to this atelier and boutique that creates clothing, accessories and home goods from vintage Japanese textiles. Everything is handmade by the owner, who uses centuries-old traditional dyeing and stitching techniques to reimagine garments like kimonos, dresses, shirts and aprons in a modern aesthetic.





[image: icon-top-choice]oLaundryVINTAGE

(map Google map; www.laundrypdx.com; 140 NW 4th Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-6pm Mon-Sat, to 5pm Sun)


In a city that’s chock-full of great secondhand shopping, Laundry offers something unique. Specializing in premium vintage streetwear and sports apparel, you can score old-school Starter jackets, band tees, player jerseys and snap-back caps, plus all the throwback Polo gear that your ’90s self once desired.





[image: icon-top-choice]oPowell’s City of BooksBOOKS

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%800-878-7323; www.powells.com; 1005 W Burnside St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-11pm; [image: icon-busgif]g20)


Powell’s is one of the USA’s largest independent bookstores, with a whole city block of new and used titles, and well-attended readings.





Paxton GateARTS & CRAFTS

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-719-4508; https://paxtongate.com; 4204 N Mississippi Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-7pm; [image: icon-busgif]g4)


A warning to the squeamish: a snarling fox, a smiling warthog and a gape-mouthed hippo are just a few of the stuffed animals lining the walls here, but this curio shop is not to be missed. Celebrating a fascination with the natural world rather than the desire to capture it, this shop has everything from fossilized mollusks to vintage boiling flasks.





Compound GalleryCONCEPT STORE

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-796-2733; www.compoundgallery.com; 107 NW 5th & Couch St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-7pm Mon-Thu, to 8pm Sat, noon-6pm Sun)


Peddling trendy threads, sneakers, backpacks and collectable toys since 2002, this bi-level retailer and gallery is where streetwear hype and Japanese pop-art-culture collide. Local and underground designers are showcased alongside big-name brands; they have a boutique Nike account, so you’re likely to score coveted, hard-to-find kicks here. Regular community events are hosted in the space.





Green HopHEALTH & WELLNESS

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%971-301-5859; www.gogreenhop.com; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8:30am-9:45pm)


As homage to the artists who help normalize cannabis culture through their music, this hip-hop-themed dispensary offers strains like Rihanna OG Wappa and Beyonce Lemonade Meringue. The first black-owned dispensary in Oregon, they also provide training and apprenticeships for people from historically underserved communities who want to break into the (very white and very lucrative) legal recreational cannabis industry.





Orox Leather GoodsFASHION & ACCESSORIES

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-954-2593; www.oroxleather.com; 450 NW Couch St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Mon-Sat)


A love for leather craft spans four generations at family-owned and operated Orox. Their roots are in Oaxaca, but everything is handmade right in the Old Town Chinatown store, which is half showroom and half production workshop. Take in the aroma of raw leather and sewing machine oil as you browse beautiful bags, wallets, shoes, belts and hats.





Tender Loving EmpireGIFTS & SOUVENIRS

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-243-5859; www.tenderlovingempire.com; 412 SW 10th Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10:30am-6:30pm)


This small gift shop is so Portland it hurts: in addition to selling adorable handmade goods by local ‘makers,’ it’s also an independent record label, with in-store listening station, plus a tiny art gallery. Can you guess it’s really into promoting local art and creativity?





MadeHere PDXCONCEPT STORE

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-224-0122; www.madehereonline.com; 40 NW 10th Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-6pm Sun-Wed & Fri, to 7pm Thu, 10am-7pm Sat; [image: icon-busgif]g20, [image: icon-tramgif]jB Loop, NS Line)


This expansive shop in the Pearl sources from more than 280 different suppliers, all based in the Pacific Northwest. Everything is made locally, from fancy soaps and luxury chocolates to snowboards, backpacks, leather goods and rugged outdoor clothing. Check out the DIY leather tote bag kits. Sales staff know the backstory of each supplier, and there’s a definite sense of community.





Community Cycling CenterSPORTS & OUTDOORS

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-287-8786; www.communitycyclingcenter.org; 1700 NE Alberta St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-7pm)


You can feel good about shopping at this community bicycle shop, which has a series of programs and classes to help cyclists – especially kids – become competent riders and mechanics. Used bikes, parts and accessories are for sale, and there’s a repair shop.





Broadway BooksBOOKS

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-284-1726; www.broadwaybooks.net; 1714 NE Broadway; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-7pm Mon-Sat, to 5pm Sun)


A good general, independent bookstore with especially strong literary fiction, biography and nonfiction sections. Holds frequent author readings.





Ray’s RagtimeVINTAGE

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-226-2616; www.raysragtimehollywood.com; 4059 NE Sandy Blvd; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-8pm Mon-Sat, 1-6pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g12)


After 30 years in its downtown location this beloved vintage clothing store was on the brink of closing due to rent increases – but it relocated instead. Its inventory is heavy on the ’40s through ’70s, and the owner has a background in theater – many of his customers are film and TV stylists – so you know the quality is tops.





Thelonius WinesALCOHOL

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-444-7747; www.theloniouswines.com; 516 NW 9th Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4-9pm Mon-Fri, noon-9pm Sat, noon-7pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g77)


A very cute wine shop in the Pearl that doubles as a tasting room, Thelonius was started by an Argentine with a long resume in Pacific Northwest wineries. Like practically everywhere these days, the shop’s primary focus is on natural and organic wines. Tastings are scheduled every Friday from 6pm to 8pm and occasionally on Monday and Tuesday.





Next AdventureSPORTS & OUTDOORS

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-233-0706; www.nextadventure.net; 426 SE Grand Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-7pm Mon-Fri, to 6pm Sat, 11am-5pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g6, [image: icon-tramgif]jA Loop, B Loop)


This awesome outdoor store has plenty of sports clothing (including discounted items) and gear for hiking, camping, skiing and whatever else you have in mind. There’s also a downstairs ‘bargain basement’ of used clothing and gear.





Music MillenniumMUSIC

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-231-8926; www.musicmillennium.com; 3158 E Burnside St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-10pm Mon-Sat, 11am-9pm Sun)


This place is a revelation with its extensive collections of everything from classic rock to straight-up classical. Check the listings of live in-store performances and grab a ‘Keep Portland Weird!’ sticker while you’re here.







8Information


ACCESSIBLE TRAVEL

Portland in general is widely accessible for travelers with disabilities, including its public transportation; for more information on getting around town by light-rail or bus, call [image: icon-phonegif]%503-962-2455 or email accessible@trimet.org.

Biketown, the city’s bicycle share program, has a program called Adaptive Biketown (http://adaptivebiketown.com) that rents hand- and foot-powered recumbent bikes through a local agency.

Inside the Travel Portland visitor center at Pioneer Courthouse Sq, there’s a high-tech, all-gender, ADA-accessible restroom with an attendant on duty.

Download Lonely Planet’s free Accessible Travel guides from http://lptravel.to/AccessibleTravel.




INTERNET ACCESS

Wi-fi is ubiquitous in Portland. You can find it at almost all coffee shops, and all libraries in Multnomah County (Portland’s county) have free internet access and wi-fi.




TOURIST INFORMATION

Travel Portland ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-275-8355; www.travelportland.com; 701 SW 6th Ave, Pioneer Courthouse Sq; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8:30am-5:30pm Mon-Fri, 10am-4pm Sat Nov-Apr, plus 10am-2pm Sun May-Oct; [image: icon-traingif]dRed, Blue, Green, Yellow) Superfriendly volunteers staff this office in Pioneer Courthouse Sq. There’s a small theater with a 12-minute film about the city, and there are TriMet ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-725-9005, 503-238-7433; www.trimet.org; 701 SW 6th Ave, Pioneer Courthouse Sq; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8:30am-5:30pm Mon-Fri; [image: icon-traingif]dBlue, Red, Green, Yellow) bus and light-rail offices inside.


LGBT+ TRAVELERS

Keep Portland queer: with 5.4% of the city’s population identifying as such, it’s home to the second-largest LGBTQ+ community in the US, second only to San Francisco. Given the city’s size, visibility is high – queerness is not only accepted in Portland, it’s unabashedly celebrated. It was one of the first major cities in the country to elect an openly gay mayor in 2008. City commissioners made two-thirds of the city’s public restrooms gender-neutral in 2016. Rainbow flags and emblems are posted in the windows and yards of countless businesses and residences.

Unlike most progressive cities with high LGBTQ+ populations, Portland lacks a definitive ‘gayborhood.’ The collective, speculative sentiment as to why is that it’s already a liberal bubble, or that everyone in town is a little bit gay. Undoubtedly, gentrification and the city’s housing crisis play a larger part in this. But no matter where you find yourself, it is generally safe – and even empowering – to exist in your skin here.

However, despite an embrace of LGBTQ+ people and culture by Portland’s wider population, bias crimes (especially toward transgender and nonbinary people) do still occur. Local alt-right political groups have been known to incite terror among the city’s LGBT+ contingent, and recent reports by local media suggest that some city police officers were in cahoots with one of them.








8Getting There & Away


AIR

Portland International Airport ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-460-4234; www.flypdx.com; 7000 NE Airport Way; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-traingif]dRed) is located about 10 miles northeast of downtown, next to the Columbia River. It is the largest airport in Oregon, accounting for the majority of all air travel to the state. There are direct flights and connections to most major airports in the country, plus a number of direct international flights around the world.


For several years in a row, Portland’s airport has garnered awards for being the best domestic airport in the country. A user-friendly terminal, efficient security checkpoints with uncharacteristically cheery staff, free wi-fi and good workstations are just the baseline. Notable amenities include a wide selection of bars and restaurants (even food carts!), bookstores (including Powell’s), movies (an outpost of the Hollywood Theatre), live music and local art exhibitions.




BUS

Greyhound buses leave from its depot ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-243-2361; www.greyhound.com; 550 NW 6th Ave; [image: icon-traingif]dGreen, Orange, Yellow) in Old Town Chinatown and connect Portland with cities along I-5 and I-84. Destinations include Chicago, IL, Boise, ID, Denver, CO, San Francisco, CA, Seattle, WA, and Vancouver, BC.

If you are traveling between Portland, Seattle and Vancouver, BC, try Bolt Bus ([image: icon-phonegif]%877-265-8287; www.boltbus.com), which provides service in large buses with wi-fi and power outlets.




TRAIN

Amtrak, which departs from Union Station ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-872-7245; www.amtrak.com; 800 NW 6th Ave; [image: icon-busgif]g17, [image: icon-traingif]dGreen, Yellow), offers services up and down the West Coast, plus a cross-continental line. The Empire Builder travels to Chicago, the Cascades goes to Vancouver, BC, and the Coast Starlight runs between Seattle and Los Angeles, CA.






8Getting Around


TO/FROM THE AIRPORT

The MAX light-rail Red line takes about 40 minutes to get from the airport to downtown Portland (adult/child $2.50/1.25). Trains arrive approximately every 15 minutes.

Taxis charge around $35 to $40 (not including tip) from the airport to downtown.

For app-based ride-share service with Uber, Lyft and Wingz, there is a dedicated pick-up zone on the airport’s lower level. Walk outside toward island two, where you’ll find pick-up lines separated by company. With Uber and Lyft, you’ll receive a PIN number in the app upon requesting a ride. When it’s your turn in line, show this PIN to the next available driver, who will enter it into their system and pull up your destination information.




PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

Portland has good public transportation that can get you nearly everywhere. There’s also a strong cycling culture. Cars are best for locations further afield.

MAX Light Rail Six lines run through downtown. Trains depart every 15 minutes; purchase tickets at the machines before boarding (adult/child $2.50/1.25).

TriMet Bus Several routes connect downtown with outer neighborhoods. Pay on board (adult/child $2.50/1.25).

Portland Streetcar Three lines (A Loop, B Loop, NS Line) connect downtown with the eastern and northwestern districts (adult/child $2/1).

Taxi Must be called in advance, not hailed from the street.

Bicycle Bicycle lanes are plentiful. Several shops rent bikes.

Car Parking on the eastern side of the city is generally easy; there are garages and metered spots downtown.
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The Willamette Valley & Wine Country

[image: 20-willamette-wine-loc-pnw8-jpg]



Why Go?

The Willamette Valley is world famous for its fabulous and plentiful wineries, which could easily take several days to explore. They’re not the region’s only highlight, however. Visit humble Salem, Oregon’s capital city, for its museums and stately buildings. Nearby is an amazing waterfall-filled state park, along with a lovely abbey that’s home to a 2.5lb hairball (no joke). Pause in dynamic and liberal Eugene, full of energetic college students, pretty riverside parks and fine restaurants. And don’t forget historic Oregon City, the lovely McKenzie River area and the region’s wealth of festivals.

Located just 25 miles southwest of Portland, the Willamette Valley is well located: from here, head east to the Columbia River Gorge, north to Washington and west to the coast. Everything is so close by you’ll want to linger for longer than you planned, so stretch that schedule and put on your explorer’s hat – you’ll need it.




When to Go

[image: eugene-cc.jpg]

	Dec–Mar Hot-spring heaven at Bagby, Breitenbush or the Belknap Hot Springs Lodge.

	Jun–Sep Wine tasting, river rafting, and walking behind waterfalls at Silver Falls State Park.

	Sep The Elizabethan Shrewsbury Renaissance Faire and the artsy Fall Festival.







Best Places to Eat

A Painted Lady

A Red Hills Market

A Valley Commissary

A Bistro Maison

A Rosmarino Osteria Italiana

A Izakaya Meiji Company




Best Places to Stay

A Atticus Hotel

A Vintages

A Black Walnut Inn & Vineyard

A Abbey Road Farm B&B

A C’est La Vie Inn






The Willamette Valley & Wine Country Highlights

[image: 20-willamette-wine-ch-pnw8-jpg]

1 Wine tasting Visiting wineries around Newberg, McMinnville and Salem including Abbey Creek Vineyards.

2 Gourmet restaurants Sampling the exceptional locally driven menus found throughout the region such as the one at Bistro Maison.

3 McKenzie Region Exploring, rafting, hiking and fishing in the pristine woodlands of the Willamette National Forest.

4 Trail of Ten Falls Loop Hiking this sublime trail in Silver Falls State Park – and walking behind waterfalls.

5 Oregon Country Fair Experiencing Eugene’s hippie counterculture during July.

6 Breitenbush Hot Springs Soaking your tired muscles in the healing waters.




Oregon City

[image: icon-phonegif]%503 / POP 36,400

This little Portland suburb, nestled next to the Willamette River, was the final stop on the Oregon Trail and the first US city founded west of the Rockies. The city features a bit of historic character downtown and a variety of old homes in surrounding neighborhoods.

At the heart of town, 1500ft-wide Willamette Falls is the second-most-powerful waterfall in the US. Its current backdrop of industrial decay – a hydroelectric plant, an old paper mill – makes its aesthetics a challenge for some, but that’s about to change. Plans are in the works for a new riverwalk and a redesign of the waterfront around the falls, led by a Norwegian design firm. The plan will give pedestrians and cyclists easier riverfront access. And don’t worry, preservationists: the paper mill ruins and the elevator will be incorporated into the new design.


1Sights


Municipal ElevatorVIEWPOINT

(www.orcity.org; btwn Railroad Ave & 7th Sts; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-7pm Mon-Sat, 10am-7pm Sun, extended hours Jun-Oct) [image: icon-free]F


Oregon City was initially built at river level, but as it grew, it moved higher. In 1912 residents started talking about an elevator that would join the ‘lower’ and ‘upper’ cities. A rickety version went into service in 1915, although it didn’t always work; passengers had to climb out a trap door and up a ladder if it stopped. The current version dates more or less from the ’50s and is one of only four municipal elevators in the world.





Museum of the Oregon TerritoryMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-655-5574; www.clackamashistory.org; 211 Tumwater Dr; adult/child $8/5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10:30am-4:30pm Wed-Sat)


Exhibits at this engaging museum include a chunk of the Willamette Meteorite, the largest meteorite found in the US (the rest is at the American Museum of Natural History in New York City). There’s also information on Oregon’s founding fathers, Native American relics, an old wagon and a full-size historic pharmacy. Head up to the 2nd floor for a view of the dam and Willamette Falls.





McLoughlin HouseHISTORIC SITE

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-656-5146; www.mcloughlinhouse.org; 713 Center St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Fri & Sat) [image: icon-free]F


This 1845 house was built by John McLoughlin, who was called the ‘father of Oregon’ for his hand in helping found Oregon City – the West’s first city. At the time, most settlers lived in log cabins, and this two-story clapboard home (a National Historic Site) was considered a mansion. Free tours are offered; check the website for free events that take place here.





Stevens-Crawford House MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-655-2866; www.clackamashistory.org; 603 6th St; adult/child $5/3; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-4pm Fri & Sat) [image: icon-free]F


For a taste of the past, step into this historic museum. Owned by a pioneering family, the 1908 house still boasts most of its original furniture and other possessions, plus innovative (at the time) electric light fixtures, indoor plumbing and central heating.







2Activities


eNRG KayakingKAYAKING

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-772-1122; www.enrgkayaking.com; 1701 Clackamette Dr; classes per person $40, rentals per hour $25-30; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-5pm Wed-Sun late Mar-late May, 9am-7pm daily late May-late Sep)


This outfitter offers kayak rentals, instruction and tours, plus stand up paddling (SUP) on the Willamette River.







6Drinking & Nightlife


Highland StillhousePUB

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-723-6789; www.highlandstillhouse.com; 201 S 2nd Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-midnight Tue-Sat, to 10pm Sun)


This fun pub, with great outdoor seating overlooking the Willamette Falls, claims to have the largest selection of single malts in the Portland area. Huge portions of food, too, when you need something to soak up the scotch.







8Information

Visitor center (End of the Oregon Trail; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-657-9336; www.historicoregoncity.org; 1726 Washington St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9:30am-5pm Mon-Sat, 10:30am-5pm Sun) Located at the official end of the Oregon Trail. A good place for local information.




8Getting There & Away

TriMet (www.trimet.org) buses 32 and 33 serve Oregon City from Portland. Buses depart every 30 minutes and take 55 minutes.

Amtrak trains stop at the platform across from the visitor center; there are two daily departures for Portland’s Union Station ($5, 40 minutes).






Champoeg State Heritage Area

One of the very first settlements in Oregon, Champoeg (‘shampoo-e’) was located on a flood plain along a bend in the Willamette River. A slim-margin vote in 1843 here established Oregon’s first independent government, weakening British power in the region. The town continued to grow as the era of riverboat travel brought increasing trade to the Willamette Valley.

The good times lasted until December 1861, when an enormous flood swept through the Willamette drainage and the settlement, destroying most of it. Museums have reconstructed a few buildings from Champoeg’s heyday and recount its history.


1Sights


Champoeg State Heritage AreaPARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-678-1251; www.oregonstateparks.org; 7679 Champoeg Rd NE, I-5 exit 278; day fee $5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4:30pm; [image: icon-familygif]c)


A state heritage area and popular family destination, Champoeg is 25 miles southwest of Portland. There are 615 acres of old-growth woodland, grassy meadows, nature trails, historic sites, campgrounds and a playground. Films and displays in the museum at the visitor center explain the events that led up to the famous vote, in 1843, that formed the Northwest’s first provisional government. There are exhibits on the Calapooians and the flood patterns of the Willamette River. On summer weekends, various tours and programs are offered.





Pioneer Mothers Memorial CabinMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-678-5537; www.newellpioneervillage.com; 8089 Champoeg Rd NE; adult/child $6/3; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-3pm Fri-Sun Mar-Oct, longer hours in summer)


A 1931 log cabin reconstructed by the local Daughters of the American Revolution, this interesting museum is filled with objects brought across the Oregon Trail and other articles of frontier life. Guides in period garb walk visitors through the place, explaining its history; customized tours can be arranged.







4Sleeping


Champoeg CampgroundCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-452-5687; www.oregonstateparks.org; 8239 Champoeg Rd NE; tent/RV sites $19/29, yurts & cabins $43; [image: icon-petgif]#)


A riverside location with plenty of space and good facilities (such as flush toilets and hot showers) makes this a great choice for camping, especially for groups or families. There are lots of walking trails in the area, and it’s very pet-friendly.







8Information

Visitor center ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-678-1251; www.oregonstateparks.org; 7679 Champoeg Rd NE; day-use fee $5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4:30pm) Inside the Champoeg museum, the visitor center has parking passes, maps, gifts, books and background information on the area.




8Getting There & Away

No public transportation serves Champoeg, so you’ll need your own wheels. It’s about 25 miles south of Portland along I-5; take exit 278.






Newberg & Dundee

The gateways to wine country, these small cities, just a couple of miles apart, were originally founded as Quaker settlements. These days, car traffic, strip malls and modern services are much of what you’ll see. There are excellent restaurants here, however, along with upscale places to sleep.


1Sights


Hoover-Minthorn HouseMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-538-6629; http://hooverminthorn.org; 115 S River St, Newberg; adult/child $5/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h1-4pm Wed-Sun Mar-Oct, closed Jan, limited hours rest of year)


This house is where Herbert Hoover (the 31st president of the USA) grew up. Built in 1881, the restored home is now a museum of period furnishings and early Oregon history. Call ahead outside summer; hours vary, but appointments are possible during off-season.







2Activities


[image: icon-top-choice]oROCO WineryWINE

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-538-7625; http://rocowinery.com; 13260 NE Red Hills Rd, Newberg; tasting flights $15-20; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-5pm)


Named after its delightful owners, Rollin and Corby Soles, ROCO specializes in small-production Pinot Noir, Chardonnay and sparkling wines. Rollin, cofounder and former head winemaker at Argyle Winery, has been a pioneer of Oregon sparkling wine for more than 30 years. The newly released 2016 RMS Brut Rosé is a particular standout, best enjoyed on the cozy tasting room’s zen-garden patio.





ChehalemWINE

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-538-4700; www.chehalemwines.com; 106 S Center St, Newberg; tasting flights $20; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-5pm Sun-Thu, to 8pm Fri & Sat)


Private tastings at the winery; public tastings at its Newberg tasting room. There’s also wine on tap at the tasting room, where you can fill up a keepsake glass bottle.





Lange Estate Winery & VineyardsWINE

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-538-6476; www.langewinery.com; 18380 NE Buena Vista Dr, Dundee; tastings from $15; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-5pm)


Family-run Lange is known for good-value, single-vineyard Pinot Noir. The grounds have gorgeous views and shaggy dogs running around.





Willakenzie EstateWINE

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-662-3280; www.willakenzie.com; 19143 NE Laughlin Rd, Yamhill; tasting flights $20; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-5pm)


This winery’s tasting room is tucked in the beautiful rolling Chehalem Hills near Yamhill. The 420-acre estate derives its name from the Willamette and McKenzie Rivers.





Argyle WineryWINE

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-538-8520; www.argylewinery.com; 691 Hwy 99W, Dundee; tasting flights $20; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-5pm Mon-Thu, from 10am Fri-Sun)


Try the impressive sparkling wines at Argyle’s tasting room, right along the highway in Dundee.





WORTH A TRIP

‘THE CRICK’ TASTING ROOM

Come as you are to ‘the Crick,’ Abbey Creek Vineyards’ ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-389-0619; www.abbeycreekvineyard.com; 31441 NW Commercial St, North Plains; tasting fee $10; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-5pm Sat & Sun) chill tasting room. You won’t hear stuffy wine-geek speak here – just hip-hop and R&B pouring from the sound system in a space that’s equal parts art gallery and wine production site. The affable owner, Bertony Faustin (a Brooklyn-born former anesthesiologist with Haitian roots), is the first black winemaker in Oregon’s history.

Just a 20-minute drive from Portland, Abbey Creek produces small-batch Pinot Noir, Chardonnay, Pinot Gris and rosé. A blend of stainless-steel- and oak-aged, the ‘Best of Both’ Chardonnay is a crisp, versatile crowd pleaser. Keeping with the hip-hop theme, some releases even have names like ‘Ready to Die’ (a nod to the Notorious BIG) and ‘Daddy Phat Sacs’ (a Big Boi reference). Wine pairings of ice cream and dark-chocolate-covered almonds drizzled with artisanal hot sauce imported from Brazil are also on offer.






4Sleeping


[image: icon-top-choice]oBlack Walnut Inn & VineyardINN$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-538-8663; www.blackwalnutvineyard.com; 9600 NE Worden Hill Rd, Dundee; r $270-650; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


One of the Willamette Valley’s most luxurious lodgings, the Black Walnut Inn has beautiful suites, each with its own individual charms – a vineyard view, antique French furniture, walk-in closets, private gardens, whatever you fancy. The family who runs it includes travelers and chefs, and the whole thing is designed to feel like a special occasion.





Allison Inn & SpaRESORT$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-554-2525, 877-294-2525; www.theallison.com; 2525 Allison Lane, Newberg; d from $445; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s[image: icon-petgif]#) [image: icon-sustainable]S


If luxury is what you seek, then you seek the Allison. From its spacious, plush rooms to its relaxing soaking tubs to its excellent restaurant and great services (including a spa), your needs will be met. The place has its own vineyard nearby, and it’s ecofriendly too – solar panels grace the roof, while hybrid/electric cars get their own parking spots.







5Eating


[image: icon-top-choice]oRed Hills MarketAMERICAN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%971-832-8414; www.redhillsmarket.com; 155 SW 7th St, Dundee; mains $7-18; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-8pm)


This deli-market has a great atmosphere, with its wines and gourmet food products surrounding a small cluster of diners in the main room. Head to the excellent back patio to enjoy your toasted, open-faced ‘craft’ sandwich, made from fancy charcuterie, or a (semi) healthy breakfast bowl. A few salads and wood-fired pizzas are also available.





Storrs SmokehouseBARBECUE$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-538-8080; www.storrssmokehouse.com; 310 E 1st St, Newberg; meat plates $8-19; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-8pm Wed-Sun)


The folks behind the upscale Painted Lady have taken their genius down home with this Southern-style barbecue joint. Brisket, pulled pork, ribs and wings are smoked for days, resulting in slip-off-the-bone tenderness and deep flavor. Can’t pick a protein? Try them all with the Grandaddy platter. Slather everything in their homemade Oregon Pinot Noir BBQ sauce. Let meat coma ensue.





[image: icon-top-choice]oRosmarino Osteria ItalianaITALIAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-438-6211; www.osteriarosmarino.com; 714 E 1st St, Newberg; lunch mains $8-15, 5-course tasting menu $95; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-2:30pm & 5:30-8pm Thu, 11:30am-2:30pm & 6:30-8pm Fri, 11:30am-2:30pm & 6:30-9pm Sat, 11:30am-7:30pm Sun & Mon)


Originally from outside of Milan, chef Dario Pisoni prepares simple and delicious northern Italian dishes based on recipes inherited from his nonna (grandmother). Key ingredients like olive oil, cheese, flour and Carnaroli rice are all imported from his native home, and you can expect classics like hearty braised meats and risotto on the weekly changing menu. Reservations essential.





Ruddick/WoodAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-487-6133; https://ruddickwood.com; 720 E 1st St, Newberg; dinner mains $13-28; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-10:30pm Tue-Thu, to 11:30pm Fri, 10am-11:30pm Sat, 10am-10:30pm Sun)


Set in a converted 1920s garage, this classy yet casual restaurant and tavern has perfected local, seasonal New American fare. The open kitchen, encircled by a copper-top bar with seating, cranks out small plates like duck and oat hushpuppies, and crispy Dungeness crab and shrimp cakes. Heartier mains include chicken roulade, and mushroom and shell-bean falafel with cauliflower couscous.





Newbergundian BistroBISTRO$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%971-832-8687; www.newbergundian.com; 203 Villa Rd, Newberg; dinner mains $11-26; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-10pm Mon, Wed, Thu & Sun, to 11pm Fri & Sat)


This cozy bistro with an open kitchen serves up American classics like burgers, a wedge salad and oysters Rockefeller, plus European-inspired fare. Bouillabaisse with shrimp, mussels and halibut, crispy polenta with hazelnut pesto, and a croque monsieur with smoked ham hock are all expertly executed. The service is swift and cheery.





[image: icon-top-choice]oPainted LadyNORTHWESTERN US$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-538-3850; www.thepaintedladyrestaurant.com; 201 S College St, Newberg; prix fixe $95-110; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-10pm Wed-Sun) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Accomplished chefs Allen Routt and Jessica Bagley use their wide travel and culinary experiences at this renowned restaurant in a renovated 1890s Victorian house. The multicourse set menus include choices of appetizer, like Dungeness crab with miso custard, mains like dry-aged New York strip steaks with pea puree, and dessert like honey lavender mousse, with the option of a wine pairing.





Tina’sNORTHWESTERN US$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-538-8880; www.tinasdundee.com; 760 Hwy 99W, Dundee; mains $29-46; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-9pm) [image: icon-sustainable]S


This small, renowned French-influenced restaurant does meat dishes such as lamb, rabbit and duck to perfection. Expect local, organic and seasonal ingredients, and a killer wine list. Reservations recommended.





OREGON’S WINE BOUNTY

Oregon’s first wineries started up in the 1850s, but it wasn’t until the late 1960s and early 1970s that the region’s modern winemaking potential started to bear fruit. The northern Willamette Valley’s mild climate and long summers foster the delicate Pinot Noir grape, as well as Pinot Gris, Chardonnay and Riesling.

Most vineyards are family-owned and welcome visitors to their tasting rooms, which range from grand edifices to homey affairs tucked into the corner of fermentation rooms. Before heading out to the wineries, double-check tasting-room hours (usually noon to 5pm Wednesday to Sunday, but some are open daily) and tasting fees ($10 to $20 for a flight).

Get a winery map at McMinnville’s Chamber of Commerce, or see www.willamettewines.com, as there are more than 500 wineries in the region, and you’ll want to narrow it down to two or three in a day. If the weather’s nice, pack a lunch; wineries usually can’t offer food, but many have picnic grounds.

For the most relaxing approach, have a local tour operator drive you around and give you a sense of the region’s winemaking traditions: Grape Escape ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-283-3380; www.grapeescapetours.com; tours from $125), Oregon Select Wine Tours ([image: icon-phonegif]%971-404-5178; www.oregonselectwinetours.com; Newberg; tour per hour $75) and Valley Vineyard Tours ([image: icon-phonegif]%971-267-5444; www.valleyvineyardtours.com; tour per hour $75) are all good choices.

If you’re short of time, you don’t have to visit the wineries themselves to sip local wines. Some of the bigger wineries have tasting rooms in downtown Newberg, Dundee, Carlton or McMinnville. And there are always the region’s fine restaurants, with their excellent wine lists.






6Drinking & Nightlife


Bar DeuxBAR

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-487-6853; https://bardeuxnewberg.com; 602 E 1st St, Newberg; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-9pm Tue-Sat)


Rowdy nightlife is nil in Newberg, but if you’re after a casual tipple, saddle up to the reclaimed wood bar at this cozy, hyperlocal watering hole. The wine list is both regional and global, and cocktails run the gamut from classics to seasonally inspired creations with fresh juices and top-shelf spirits.







7Shopping


[image: icon-top-choice]oVelourVINTAGE

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-718-8118; www.shopvelour.com; 716 E 1st St, Newberg; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-6pm Mon-Sat)


Americana folk meets Pacific Northwest heritage at Velour, an aesthetic-forward lifestyle shop curating vintage and handmade clothing, jewelry and accessories, plus a selection of small homewares. Think vintage Danner hiking boots, canvas military backpacks, voile lace dresses, ’70s band tees, rattan baskets and a healthy selection of buffalo plaid. Quality and craftsmanship are standard.







8Information

Chamber of Commerce ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-538-2014; www.chehalemvalley.org; 2119 Portland Rd, Newberg; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Mon-Fri) Local information on the area’s many wineries.




8Getting There & Away

Newberg is 25 miles southwest of Portland. Dundee is 2 miles west of Newberg, on Hwy 99W. Renting a car is the best way to see this region, especially if you want to visit wineries. For chauffeured winery tours, check with the Chamber of Commerce in Newberg.

Caravan Shuttle ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-994-9645; www.caravanshuttle.com) provides shuttle services to/from Portland’s airport (one way per person $42).

Yamhill County Transit Area ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-474-4900; www.yctransitarea.org; 800 NE 2nd St; 10-pass booklet $18) provides bus service around McMinnville, Newberg, Dundee and Carlton, with connections to Portland’s MAX light-rail system and Salem.






McMinnville

[image: icon-phonegif]%503 / POP 34,300

At the heart of the region’s wine industry lies busy and modern McMinnville, mostly charmless except for its historic, redbrick downtown district. Here you’ll find art galleries, boutiques, wine-tasting rooms, fine restaurants and a few good hotels. The main regional attractions are the area’s wineries, of course – many people opt to base themselves in McMinnville or nearby in order to explore the region.


1Sights


Evergreen Aviation & Space MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-434-4180; www.evergreenmuseum.org; 500 NE Captain Michael King Smith Way; adult/child $19/27; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm; [image: icon-familygif]c)


A mile east of McMinnville, this museum showcases Howard Hughes’ Spruce Goose, the world’s largest wood-framed airplane. In 1947, with Hughes at the wheel, the airplane flew for just under a mile – and never took off again. Plenty of other aircraft are on display, including propeller planes, small jets, fighters, biplanes and helicopters. A different building offers extensive and excellent space-exploration exhibits. There’s also a 3D digital theater, along with two cafes and gift shops. Tours are available.







2Activities


[image: icon-top-choice]oRemy WinesWINE

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-864-8777; https://remywines.com; 17495 NE McDougall Rd, Dayton; tasting flights $10-15; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-5pm)


In a landscape known for French heritage wines, Remy Drabkin brings old-world Italy to the Willamette Valley. Specializing in single-vineyard, single-varietal Italian wines, Remy’s craft isn’t the only unique thing about her – she could be the only Jewish lesbian winemaker in Oregon. Sip Sangiovese or Dolcetto at the rustic tasting room set in a historic farmhouse in the Dundee foothills.





Domaine DrouhinWINE

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-864-2700; www.domainedrouhin.com; 6750 NE Breymen Orchards Rd, Dayton; flights $20; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-4pm)


For grand atmosphere and panoramic views, plus well-established Pinot and Chardonnay from the surrounding Dundee Hills, stop in at Domaine Drouhin.





White Rose EstateWINE

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-864-2328; www.whiteroseestate.com; 6250 NE Hilltop Lane, Dayton; tastings $25; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-5pm)


Set atop a hill with sweeping views of surrounding vineyards, White Rose is heralded for Pinot Noirs made in a ‘neoclassical’ style – a modern approach to historical, whole-cluster fermentation. Built into the hill and over the cellar, the chilly, windowless tasting room still manages to elicit an inviting warmth, thanks in large part to the cheery and knowledgeable manager, Dago Guillén.





Anne Amie VineyardsWINE

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-864-2991; www.anneamie.com; 6580 NE Mineral Springs Rd, Carlton; flights $15; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4:45pm daily Mar-Dec, Thu-Mon only Jan & Feb)


You’ll find some very distinctive Pinot Noirs and zero pretentiousness at this fun and friendly tasting room just outside Carlton. The reserve Pinot Noir and sparkling rosé are top notch, and for something a little different there’s also a dessert wine on offer.





Stoller Family EstateWINE

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-864-3404; www.stollerfamilyestate.com; 16161 NE McDougall Rd, Dayton; tasting flights $20; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-5pm)


The world’s first LEED Gold–certified winery, Stoller is as impressive as it is easy to reach. The 4000-sq-ft tasting room is well worth checking out, even for nonenthusiasts.





Evergreen Wings & Waves WaterparkWATER PARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-687-3390; https://wingsandwaveswaterpark.com; 500 NE Captain Michael King Smith Way; visitors under/over 42in $20/29, dry passes $10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm or 7pm, varies with season; [image: icon-familygif]c)


A must on a hot day, this indoor water park is next to the aviation museum and quite unmissable – a retired Boeing 747 lies atop the building. Inside are 10 waterslides (including four that come out of the 747), a wave pool, a splashing play structure, a leisure pool and a bubbly toddler area. Plenty of lifeguards keep everyone safe.





Eyrie VineyardsWINE

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-472-6315; www.eyrievineyards.com; 935 NE 10th Ave; tastings $40; [image: icon-hoursgif]htastings by appointment only, 11am & 2pm Thu-Mon)


Eyrie is home to the first Pinot Noir and Chardonnay plantings in the Willamette Valley, and the first Pinot Gris plantings in the US.





Domaine SereneWINE

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-864-4600; www.domaineserene.com; 6555 NE Hilltop Lane, Dayton; tasting fee $25; [image: icon-hoursgif]htasting room 11am-4pm Mon-Thu, to 5pm Fri-Sun)


Try the rosé or the signature Pinot Noirs amid stunning views at this hilltop vineyard.





Sokol Blosser WineryWINE

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-582-6668; www.sokolblosser.com; 5000 Sokol Blosser Lane, Dayton; tasting flights from $20; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm)


A view of Mt Hood goes nicely with the Pinot Noir here.





OFF THE BEATEN TRACK

WINE, BUT NOT

If Pinot isn’t your thing, you’re still in luck: Saké One ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-357-7056; www.sakeone.com; 820 Elm St, Forest Grove; flights $8-10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-5pm daily, tours 1pm, 2pm & 3pm Fri & Sat) is an internationally renowned sake brewery offering guided tours and tastings, some with food pairings included. The tasting room was renovated in 2019, and pours more than 30 types of Oregon-brewed and imported varieties of sake.






TTours


Equestrian Wine ToursWINE

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-864-2336; www.equestrianwinetours.com; 6325 NE Abbey Rd, Carlton; 2½hr tour per person $190)


Tour the Red Hills around Dundee on horseback or by carriage, stopping at various winery tasting rooms. Minimal risk of a DUI! Tours depart from Winter’s Hill Estate (www.wintershillwine.com) in Dayton.







zFestivals & Events


International Pinot Noir CelebrationWINE

(www.ipnc.org; Linfield College; one-day pass $150; [image: icon-hoursgif]hJul)


Held in late July, the International Pinot Noir Celebration is an important testing ground for Pinot Noir wines from all over the world. The three-day festival is immensely popular despite costing $1295 per person (including some meals); there’s a public tasting ($150) on Sunday.





UFO FestivalCULTURAL

(www.ufofest.com; McMenamins Hotel Oregon; individual events $10-25; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMay)


Join with other believers to celebrate the aliens among us, with guest speakers who know what they saw. Or just come for the food and costume parade.







4Sleeping


[image: icon-top-choice]oVintagesCARAVAN PARK$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%971-267-2130; www.the-vintages.com; 16205 SE Kreder Rd, Dayton; trailer from $150; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Glamp in the heart of wine country at this restored retro RV resort, where vanlife meets tiny house twee. Located within the Willamette Wine Country RV Park, 34 vintage trailers of 22 styles like Airstream, Shasta and Spartan sleep one to three people. Appointed with modern furnishings and hip decor, each features cushy mattresses, plush robes and gourmet pour-over coffee.





McMenamins Hotel OregonHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-472-8427; www.mcmenamins.com; 310 NE Evans St; d $135-200; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Expect the typical McMenamins eccentricities, such as eclectic artwork, at this cool hotel. Most of the classic old rooms share bathrooms, which are kept in good order. There’s also an unbeatable rooftop restaurant-pub, mandatory for drinks on warm summer nights.





[image: icon-top-choice]oAtticus HotelBOUTIQUE HOTEL$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-472-1975; https://atticushotel.com; 375 NE Ford St; d from $350)


Revel in every locally wrought detail at this boutique darling, where none of the 36 rooms are exactly the same. Featuring hand-painted headboards, living plants and flower window boxes, and fixtures salvaged from nearby old buildings, rooms range from 220-sq-ft ‘micro studios’ to suites and a penthouse. There are complimentary espresso drinks, Atari sets and Dutch bikes, plus weekend wine tastings.





[image: icon-top-choice]oAbbey Road Farm B&BB&B$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-687-3100; www.abbeyroadfarm.com; 10501 NE Abbey Rd, Carlton; d $325; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


For the ultimate country experience, head 10 miles northeast of McMinnville to this working farm, where you’ll sleep in grain silos converted into five contemporary rooms with luxuries like Jacuzzis, heated floors and memory-foam beds. Breakfast is prepared daily with fresh eggs and produce from the gardens, and there’s a winery and tasting room where guests can curate their own flights.







5Eating


[image: icon-top-choice]oValley CommissaryAMERICAN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-883-9177; 920 NE 8th St; mains $8-15; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-3pm Mon-Fri, brunch 9am-3pm Sat & Sun; [image: icon-veggif]v)


Bolster your belly before wine tasting at this breezy, elevated daytime joint. For breakfast and brunch, try the pulled pork, egg and sweet potato burrito, or chicken and waffles with fried sage and hot sauce butter. Come noon, opt for the pork belly sandwich with housemade kimchi, a chickpea burger with smoked lime yogurt, or the spring veggie grilled cheese.





Crescent CafeAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-435-2655; www.crescentcafeonthird.com; 526 NE 3rd St; breakfast mains $6-14; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-2pm Wed-Fri, from 8am Sat & Sun)


Solid breakfast spot serving up comfort dishes like creamed chicken and biscuits with eggs, or a grilled ham and cheddar sandwich with caramelized onions. Try the passion fruit bellini and apple cinnamon crepes or a classic Reuben sandwich for lunch. Expect a long wait on weekends.





Horse RadishAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-852-6656; www.thehorseradish.com; 211 W Main St, Carlton; small-plate combos $12-18; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-3pm Sun-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat)


Gourmet meals, cheese plates and a wine bar in the heart of Carlton, with weekly dinner specials (6pm to 8pm Friday and Saturday) featuring dishes like BBQ shrimp and cheddar grits, or green chili–stuffed chicken breasts with black beans and rice. There’s live music on Friday and Saturday nights.





Nick’s Italian CafeITALIAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-434-4471; www.nicksitaliancafe.com; 521 NE 3rd St; pizzas $15-17, mains $16-29; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-9pm Thu-Tue)


Going strong for over 30 years, Nick’s was named one of ‘America’s Classics’ by the James Beard Foundation in 2014. It doesn’t offer slick, contemporary decor, but it does have timeless Italian cuisine. There’s also excellent wood-fired pizza and great appetizers.





[image: icon-top-choice]oBistro MaisonFRENCH$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-474-1888; www.bistromaison.com; 729 NE 3rd St; mains $28-38; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-2pm & 5:30-9pm Wed & Thu, 11:30am-2pm & 5-9pm Fri, 5-9pm Sat, noon-7pm Sun)


This European eatery is one of McMinnville’s, and the region’s, best restaurants, serving up exceptional French dishes like duck confit, cassoulet (casserole with meat and white beans) and coq au vin (chicken braised in red wine). Try the croque monsieur or madame for lunch (mains $14 to $19). The lovely garden patio is mandatory on warm summer nights.





Joel Palmer HouseNORTHWESTERN US$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-864-2995; www.joelpalmerhouse.com; 600 Ferry St, Dayton; 3-course menu from $65; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4:30-9:30pm Tue-Sat) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Renowned for its dishes built around wild mushrooms and Oregon truffles (often handpicked by the chef, Christopher Czarnecki), this highly lauded restaurant is just a few miles northwest of McMinnville, in Dayton. It’s one of Oregon’s finest eateries, turning local ingredients into unforgettable fine cuisine. Reservations recommended.





ThistleNORTHWESTERN US$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-472-9623; www.thistlerestaurant.com; 228 NE Evans St; mains $24-27; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5:30-9pm Tue-Sat) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Small but top-drawer restaurant run by Eric Bechard, an award-winning chef who fiercely believes in using local, organic ingredients whenever possible. The menu changes daily and is posted on a chalkboard, and while portions are small they are well created and truly delicious. If you’re having decision fatigue after a long day, your table can opt for the ‘Chef’s Whim.’







8Information

Chamber of Commerce ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-472-6196; www.mcminnville.org; 417 NW Adams St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-5pm Mon-Fri) Information on wineries and other attractions in the area.




8Getting There & Away

Renting a car is the best way to see this region, especially if you want to visit wineries. For chauffeured winery tours, check with the Chamber of Commerce.

Caravan Shuttle offers shuttle service between McMinnville and Portland’s airport (one way per person $42), as does Black Tie Tours ([image: icon-phonegif]%971-832-0436; www.blacktietours.com; Newberg; per hour $75); the latter also offers truffle hunting and wine country tours.

Yamhill County Transit Area provides bus service around Yamhill County, with connections to Portland’s MAX light-rail system and Salem.






Salem

[image: icon-phonegif]%503 / POP 169,800

The state capital is a peaceful and homely university city that exudes a slightly conservative air and is a popular destination for conferences. Salem makes a good day trip from Portland, as it’s just an hour’s drive south. Highlights include the state capitol itself and a few museums, along with a pleasant riverfront park complete with carousel. Outside the city limits are more interesting destinations, including a spectacular state park, a hilltop abbey and a beautiful themed garden.


1Sights


[image: icon-top-choice]oSilver Falls State ParkPARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-873-8681; www.oregonstateparks.org; day fee $5, tent sites/RV sites/cabins $19/29/43)


Oregon’s largest state park, Silver Falls, 26 miles east of Salem on Hwy 214, is an easy day trip from Portland, Salem and Eugene. It offers camping, swimming, picnicking, cycling and horseback riding. Best of all are the hikes, the most famous being the Trail of Ten Falls Loop, a relatively easy 8-mile loop that winds up a basalt canyon through thick forests filled with ferns, moss and wildflowers.





Oregon GardenGARDENS

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-874-8100; www.oregongarden.org; 879 W Main St; adult/student $14/8; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm)


Plant-lovers shouldn’t miss this garden, located 15 miles east of Salem outside Silverton. Over 20 specialty gardens are showcased on 80 acres, including a Northwest plant collection, miniature conifer section, children’s garden and even a pet-friendly garden. There are 5 miles of walking trails, with a tram that runs on weekends for those with mobility issues. Check the website for events like classes and lectures. Opening hours and admission prices vary year-round.





Gordon HouseHISTORIC SITE

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-874-6006; www.thegordonhouse.org; 869 W Main St, Silverton; tours $20; [image: icon-hoursgif]htours noon, 1pm & 2pm)


Next to the Oregon Garden in Silverton is the Gordon House, the only building in Oregon designed by Frank Lloyd Wright. It was built in 1964 and moved to its present location in 2002. Opening hours and days vary; reservations essential, book ahead online.





Hallie Ford Museum of ArtMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-370-6855; www.willamette.edu/arts/hfma; 700 State St; adult/child $6/free, Tue free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Tue-Sat, 1-5pm Sun)


Willamette University’s Hallie Ford Museum of Art boasts the state’s best collection of Pacific Northwest art, including an impressive Native American gallery.





Oregon State CapitolNOTABLE BUILDING

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-986-1388; www.oregonlegislature.gov; 900 Court St NE; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-5pm Mon-Fri) [image: icon-free]F


The state’s first capitol building burned down in 1855, and a domed classic Roman edifice was built to replace it. Unfortunately, that building also burned down (in 1935), and the current capitol building was completed in 1938. Bauhaus and art-deco influences are apparent, especially in the strident bas-relief in the front statuary and the hatbox-like cupola. The building is faced with white Danby Vermont marble, and the interior is lined with rose travertine from Montana.





Willamette Heritage CenterMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-585-7012; www.willametteheritage.org; 1313 Mill St SE; adult/child $8/4; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Mon-Sat)


This interesting 5-acre complex houses grassy gardens, two gift shops, a clutch of pioneer buildings and two museums. The Mission Mill Museum, Jason Lee House (1841), John Boon House (1847), Methodist Parsonage (1841) and an old Presbyterian church (1858) all look pretty much as they did in the 1840s and 1850s. The Thomas Kay Woolen Mill was built in 1889 and was powered by a mill race (waterway), a section of which still runs through the grounds.





Gilbert House Children’s MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-371-3631; www.acgilbert.org; 116 Marion St NE; $8, children under 1yr free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Tue-Sun, plus Mon in summer; [image: icon-familygif]c)


Built to honor Salem native AC Gilbert, who invented the Erector Set, this hands-on children’s museum – located in two colorful arts-and-crafts houses – combines educational exhibits with plenty of play areas. The highlight has to be the outdoor Erector Set model, with wood bridges and climbing structures; it’s great for energetic little bodies. Adults and toddlers have their own sections too.





Bush’s Pasture ParkPARK

(890 Mission St SE; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Tue-Fri, from noon Sat & Sun)


One of Oregon’s leading citizens of the late 19th century was Asahel Bush, a newspaperman and highly successful banker who began building his rambling Italianate residence in 1877. Designed to be a self-sufficient farm, the grounds are now preserved as Bush’s Pasture Park and include a large rose garden, a playground, picnic areas and walking trails.





Bush House MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-363-4714; www.salemart.org; 600 Mission St SE; adult/child $6/3; [image: icon-hoursgif]htours 1-4pm Thu-Sun Apr-Sep, Fri-Sun Oct-Mar)


The Bush House Museum is open as a showpiece of Victorian design inside Bush’s Pasture Park. Note the marble fireplaces, 10 in all. Most of the wallpaper is from the original 1878 construction and was made in France. The house is open for guided tours only, given on the hour.





Bush Barn Art CenterARTS CENTER

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-581-2228; www.salemart.org; 600 Mission St SE; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Tue-Fri, noon-5pm Sat & Sun) [image: icon-free]F


Inside the reconstructed stable at Bush’s Pasture Park is the Bush Barn Art Center, which features several galleries and a permanent exhibition. The main floor holds the fine work of regional artists and craftspeople, much of which is for sale.





Deepwood Museum & GardensHISTORIC SITE

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-363-1825; www.deepwoodmuseum.org; 1116 Mission St SE; tours adult/child $6/3; [image: icon-hoursgif]hgrounds sunrise-sunset, office 9am-4pm Tue-Fri)


Not far from the Bush House, this 1894 Queen Anne mansion is topped by turrets and bejeweled with decorative moldings and beautiful stained-glass windows. There’s free access to the grounds, which contain a nature trail and a formal English tea garden. The house can be visited by guided tour only (hourly from 9am to noon Wednesday to Saturday).





Enchanted ForestAMUSEMENT PARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-371-4242; www.enchantedforest.com; 8462 Enchanted Way SE, Turner; adult/child $13.50/12, ride tickets $1; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm, longer hours in summer)


Located 7 miles south of Salem, this children’s theme park is a fun fantasyland offering rides (extra charge), a European village, Western town and storybook themes, among other things. There are water light shows and a comedy theater in summer. Picnic grounds, gift shops and food services are also here. Opening hours vary widely so check the website for details.







2Activities


Willamette Valley VineyardsWINE

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-588-9463; www.wvv.com; 8800 Enchanted Way, Turner; tasting flights $10-15; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-6pm Sun-Thu, to 8pm Fri & Sat)


One of Oregon’s most-respected wine growers is Willamette Valley Vineyards, on an imposing hilltop south of town.





WORTH A TRIP

MT ANGEL

Eighteen miles north of Salem, the little town of Mt Angel (http://mtangel.org), with its Bavarian-style storefronts and lovely abbey, is like an old-world holdover in the Oregon countryside. Visit in mid- to late September, during Oktoberfest, for maximum effect; thousands show up for the music, beer and dances. Gothic-like St Mary Parish Church (1910) is worth a visit for its mural-covered walls.

Open to everyone, the Mt Angel Abbey ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-845-3030; www.mountangelabbey.org; 1 Abbey Dr; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm) is a delightful Benedictine monastery on grassy grounds set atop a hill that overlooks town. There’s a modernist library designed by Finnish architect Alvar Aalto, plus a quirky museum featuring a 2.5lb pig hairball and deformed calves (among other amazing taxidermy). Lodging is available to those seeking a spiritual retreat, and the monks brew their own Belgian-style beers at Benedictine Brewery ([image: icon-phonegif]%971-343-2772; www.benedictinebrewery.com; 400 Humpert Lane, Mt Angel; [image: icon-hoursgif]h2-7pm Wed & Thu, 1-8pm Fri & Sat, 11am-5pm Sun), adjacent to the abbey grounds.

Get your oompah on at the annual Bavarian-inspired Mt Angel Oktoberfest (www.oktoberfest.org; Mt Angel; day passes $5-15; [image: icon-hoursgif]hSep) in Mt Angel. There’s yodeling, dancers, arts and crafts, food and, of course, a beer garden. Most venues are free.






zFestivals & Events


Wooden Shoe Tulip FestivalFARM

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-634-2243; www.woodenshoe.com; 33814 S Meridian Rd, Wooden Shoe Tulip Farm, Woodburn; $5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm Mon-Thu, 8am-7pm Fri-Sun late Mar-early May; [image: icon-familygif]c)


One of the largest tulip farms in the Northwest, Wooden Shoe opens its fields to the public from late March to early May. Grab your camera and stroll past meticulously cultivated rows of some 80 varieties – it’s a spectacle of vibrant red, pink, yellow, orange, purple and multicolor blooms across 40 acres. Mt Hood is boldly visible on a clear day.





Oregon State FairCARNIVAL

(www.oregonstatefair.org; 2330 17th St NE; adult/child $8/6; [image: icon-hoursgif]hAug-Sep)


Salem’s biggest party of the year is held at the fairgrounds and Expo Center for the 10 days prior to Labor Day.





Salem Art Fair & FestivalART

(www.salemart.org/art-fair; Bush St SE, Bush Pasture Park; admission $5; [image: icon-hoursgif]hJul)


Over 200 artists from around the country bring their work to the state’s largest juried art show, held at Bush Pasture Park.







4Sleeping & Eating


Grand HotelHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-540-7800; www.grandhotelsalem.com; 201 Liberty St SE; r from $200; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s)


This upscale hotel is next to the city’s conference center. Most standard rooms have sitting areas, and all are stylish, modern and elegant. It’s geared toward business travelers, with amenities like indoor pool, spa, gym, restaurant and lounge; a breakfast buffet is also included.





Word of Mouth BistroBISTRO$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-930-4285; www.wordofsalem.com; 140 17th St NE; mains $9-16; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-3pm Wed-Sun)


If crème brûlée French toast sounds good, then make a beeline for this friendly and excellent bistro. Other tasty treats include cinnamon roll pancakes, an asparagus and Brie omelet, toasted breakfast burritos and a filet mignon Benedict. Gourmet sandwiches, salads and burgers rule the lunch menu (weekdays only).





Wild PearDELI$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-378-7515; www.wildpearcatering.com; 372 State St; mains $11-15; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10:30am-6:30pm Mon-Sat)


A popular deli, Wild Pear serves up tasty soups, sandwiches and salads, along with fancier options like a lobster melt. There’s also a Greek wrap, charcuterie plate, pizzas, homemade pastries and even a traditional pho (Vietnamese noodle soup) – all combined with good, efficient service.





Best Little RoadhouseAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-365-7225; www.bestlittleroadhouse.com; 1145 Commercial St SE; sandwiches $9-12, mains $17-30; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-11pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat; [image: icon-familygif]c)


This family-friendly dining spot has a comfortable modern atmosphere with separate bar area and sports on TV. Out back is a mini-golf course sporting waterfalls and fake-rock features, as well as a great shady patio for warm weather. The menu is lined with typical steak-and-salad items, and there are local microbrews on tap.







6Drinking & Nightlife


[image: icon-top-choice]oSantiam BrewingBREWERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-689-1260; www.santiambrewing.com; 2544 19th St SE; pub food mains $13-16; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-10pm Sun-Wed, to 11pm Thu-Sat)


Fans of British brews and bites should head to this lively taproom tucked in a nondescript industrial complex. Santiam has a dedicated cask-ale bar and slings craft beers and ciders along with a full menu of British and American pub fare. Expect Scotch eggs, Welsh rarebit, shepherd’s pie and spotted dick, plus burgers, a Philly cheesesteak and poutine.







7Shopping


Aurora Mills Agricultural Salvage YardANTIQUES

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-678-6083; www.auroramills.com; 14971 First St NE, Aurora; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Tue-Sun)


The suburb of Aurora, 26 miles north of Salem, is known for its antique stores, and this is the king of them: a huge warehouse filled with impeccably arranged relics. Reclaimed lumber, vintage fixtures, lighting, old claw-foot tubs, signs, clocks, boxes, and bits and pieces of all kinds – it’s great fun to browse around.







8Information

Visitor center ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-581-4325; www.travelsalem.com; 388 State St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Mon-Fri, 10am-4pm Sat; [image: icon-wifigif]W) Local information and free wi-fi.




8Getting There & Around

Salem Airport is about 4 miles west of downtown, though there are no commercial flights. The Groome Transportation ([image: icon-phonegif]%877-693-3785; www.groometransportation.com/portland-airport) shuttle provides frequent service between Salem Airport and Portland International Airport; one-way fares cost $33.

Trains to/from Portland ($16, 1½ hours, nine daily) stop at the Amtrak station ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-588-1551; www.amtrak.com; 500 13th St SE). Greyhound (www.greyhound.com; 500 13th St SE) services also depart from the Amtrak station for Portland ($14, one hour, four daily).

Cherriots ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-588-2877; www.cherriots.org; day pass $3.25) local buses serve the city; there’s no weekend or holiday service.






Corvallis

[image: icon-phonegif]%541 / POP 58,000

Proud to be the home of Oregon State University (OSU), Corvallis is a bustling, youthful city on the edge of the Willamette River surrounded by miles of farms, orchards and vineyards. Downtown storefronts are filled with bakeries, bookstores and cafes, while the upscale riverfront area offers pleasant walking along with stylish restaurants and pubs. The university campus, where nearly half of the city’s population studies or works, dominates just a few blocks to the west.

Corvallis is an easy place to spend a day just hanging out, and it’s also a good base from which to explore the surrounding region.


1Sights


Marys PeakMOUNTAIN

(day fee $5)


At 4097ft, Marys Peak, in the Siuslaw National Forest, is the highest peak in the Coast Range. Several hikes are strewn around the summit, and on a clear day there are views across the valley from the Pacific Ocean to the glacier-strewn Central Oregon Cascades. To reach the summit, take Hwy 20 past the town of Philomath to Hwy 34; after 8.5 miles, turn right on Marys Peak Rd. A Northwest Forest Pass or day fee is required.





Peavy ArboretumFOREST

(http://cf.forestry.oregonstate.edu; Arboretum Rd)


Peavy Arboretum is heaven on a hot day, with several interpretive trails that wind through 40 acres of shady forest. From here, you can continue into McDonald State Forest, a research forest with several miles of hiking and mountain-bike trails. Both areas are administered by OSU and are popular with dog walkers and trail runners. From Corvallis, take Hwy 99W north for about 5 miles, then turn left at Arboretum Rd and continue almost a mile.







zFestivals & Events


Fall FestivalMUSIC

(www.corvallisfallfestival.org; Central Park; [image: icon-hoursgif]hlast weekend Sep)


At Corvallis’ premier arts festival, live music fills the streets and top Northwest artists showcase their work.





Shrewsbury Renaissance FaireCULTURAL

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-929-4897; www.shrewfaire.com; Hwy 223, Kings Valley; adult/child $14/7; [image: icon-hoursgif]hSep)


Costumed players roam an Elizabethan marketplace, engaging visitors in late-16th-century small talk. Held in nearby Kings Valley.





da Vinci DaysCULTURAL

(www.davincidays.org; Benton County Fairgrounds; [image: icon-hoursgif]hJul)


Kinetic sculpture and home-built electric-car races are highlights of this cool arts-and-science celebration.







4Sleeping


Corvallis/Albany KOACAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-562-8526; http://koa.com/campgrounds/albany; 33775 Oakville Rd; tent sites/cabins $33/67, RV sites $38-44; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Pleasant RV-oriented campground with small pool, grocery, mini-golf course and playground. Six cabins have shared outside bathrooms. Located 5 miles east of Corvallis and 4.5 miles west of Hwy 5, just off Hwy 34.





Hanson Country InnB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-752-2919; www.hcinn.com; 795 SW Hanson St; d $145-250; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


This wonderful Dutch-colonial farmhouse – set on 6 acres in the countryside, just minutes from downtown – once hosted travel writer Bill Bryson. The four rooms are comfortable and spacious, and two boast private decks; a two-bedroom cottage is also available. There are cats and a dog on the premises.







5Eating


BaguetteVIETNAMESE$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-752-9960; 121 SW 3rd St; sandwiches $5.75-6.50; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-8pm Mon-Sat)


For a good, cheap lunch you can’t do much better than this place. Vietnamese sandwiches come with fresh ingredients in French-style baguette rolls. You have 12 choices here, from Asian BBQ pork to marinated chicken to sautéed tofu with curry and lemongrass. Steamed buns, and shrimp and veggie rolls, too.





McMenamins on MonroeAMERICAN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-758-0080; www.mcmenamins.com; 2001 NW Monroe Ave; mains $11-16; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-11pm)


The Portland-based McMenamins chain has two bars in Corvallis, with basic comfort foods like cheeseburgers and pepperoni pizzas (along with their own microbrews). This branch looks minimal from outside, but check out the amazing copper trellis with painted ceramic sinks.





Allan’s Coffee & TeaCAFE$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-753-7442; www.allanscoffee.com; 500 SW 2nd St; drinks $3.50-4.50, snacks $5-8; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-6pm Mon-Sat, from 7am Sun; [image: icon-veggif]v)


A popular corner coffee shop grinding up local beans and offering snacks like soups, salads, sandwiches and wraps, plus milkshakes and smoothies. Live music on weekends.







8Information

Visit Corvallis Information Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-334-8118; www.visitcorvallis.com; 420 NW 2nd St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Mon-Fri) Located in the Chamber of Commerce, across from the Super 8 Motel.




8Getting There & Around

The nearest airport is in Eugene, but most people fly in to Portland; Groome Transportation ([image: icon-phonegif]%877-693-3785; www.groometransportation.com/portland-airport; 2500 SW Western Blvd, Hilton Garden) operates shuttle services between Portland’s airport (one way $39) and Corvallis.

Greyhound ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-757-1797; www.greyhound.com; 153 NW 4th St) provides the city’s long-distance bus services, with direct connections to Salem, Portland, Eugene, Medford and Newport.

Free local bus service is provided by the Corvallis Transit System (CTS; [image: icon-phonegif]%541-766-6998; www.corvallistransit.com). For an ecofriendly transportation choice around town, contact Corvallis Pedicab ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-609-8949; per minute $1) or rent a bike at Peak Sports ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-754-6444; www.peaksportscorvallis.com; 135 NW 2nd St; per day $30-75; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-7pm Mon-Fri, 9am-6pm Sat, 11am-5pm Sun).




IN HOT WATER

A 90-mile drive east of Salem is one of Oregon’s best soaks – Bagby Hot Springs (www.bagbyhotsprings.org; $5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h24hr). You’ll need to hike 1.5 miles through lush forest to reach these clothing-optional springs, but then you’ll be rewarded with rustic private bathhouses and hollowed-log tubs. Be prepared to wait your turn on weekends. The admission fee is collected by an attendant near the trailhead.

There’s another good soak at Terwilliger Hot Springs (Cougar Hot Springs; $6), about 40 miles east of Eugene, a beautiful cluster of terraced outdoor pools framed by large rocks. They’re rustic but well maintained, with the hottest on top. Clothing is optional, no alcohol is allowed and it’s day-use only. From the parking lot, you’ll have to walk a quarter-mile to the springs. To get here from McKenzie Bridge, turn south onto Aufderheide Scenic Byway from Hwy 126 and drive 7.5 miles.

For a more developed soaking experience there’s Breitenbush Hot Springs ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-854-3320; www.breitenbush.com; 53000 Breitenbush Rd, Detroit; day use per person $23-39, children under 3 free; [image: icon-hoursgif]hoffice 9am-4pm Mon-Sat), located east of Salem off Hwy 46, just past the town of Detroit. This peaceful retreat offers beautiful hot springs, along with massage, yoga, vegetarian food and simple lodgings. Reservations required. Call or check the website for directions.






Eugene

[image: icon-phonegif]%541 / POP 169,000

Full of youthful energy, liberal politics and alternative lifestylers, fun-loving, eclectic Eugene is a vibrant stop along I-5. Also known as ‘Tracktown,’ the city is famous for its track-and-field champions – Nike was born here, after all. And while Eugene maintains a working-class base in timber and manufacturing, some of the state’s most unconventional citizens live here too – ex-hippie activists, ecogreen anarchists, upscale entrepreneurs and high-tech heads.

Eugene offers a great art scene, exceptionally fine restaurants, boisterous festivals, miles of riverside paths and several lovely parks. Its location at the confluence of the Willamette and McKenzie Rivers, just west of the Cascades, means there’s plenty of outdoor recreation on offer – especially around the McKenzie River region, the Three Sisters Wilderness and Willamette Pass.

The Oregon coast, just 60 miles west, is easily accessible via pretty Hwy 126. And Eugene’s at the southern end of the Willamette Valley, which boasts several world-class wineries.


1Sights


Saturday MarketMARKET

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-686-8885; www.eugenesaturdaymarket.org; 8th Ave & Oak St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Sat Apr–mid-Nov)


For great fun and a quintessential introduction to Eugene’s peculiar vitality, don’t miss the Saturday Market, held each Saturday from April through November. Local artisans sell handcrafted works, and there’s live music throughout the day on the stage in the food court. Between Thanksgiving and Christmas it’s renamed the Holiday Market (www.holidaymarket.org; 796 W 13th Ave, Lane Events Center; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm mid-Nov–Dec) and moves indoors to the Lane Events Center.





Museum of Natural & Cultural HistoryMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-346-3024; http://natural-history.uoregon.edu; 1680 E 15th Ave; adult/child $5/3; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-5pm Tue-Sun)


Housed in a replica of a Native American longhouse, this museum features a variety of displays on Northwest Native American culture and artifacts, including basketry and a 10,000-year-old pair of shoes. Fun, hands-on ‘laboratory’ activities introduce kids and families to the fundamentals of science. First Fridays of each month are free.





Skinner ButteVIEWPOINT

A hike up wooded Skinner Butte, directly north of downtown, provides a good orientation and a little exercise. Eugene Skinner established the city’s first business on the narrow strip of land along the Willamette River below, which is now Skinner Butte Park; there’s a great playground for kids. If you’re a rock climber, don’t miss the columnar basalt formations along the butte’s lower western side. You can drive up here too.




University of OregonUNIVERSITY

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-346-1000; www.uoregon.edu; 1585 E 13th Ave)


Established in 1872, the University of Oregon is the state’s foremost institution of higher learning, with a focus on the arts, sciences and law. The campus is filled with historic ivy-covered buildings and includes a Pioneer Cemetery, with tombstones that give a vivid insight into life and death in the early settlement. Campus tours are held in summer.





Jordan Schnitzer Museum of ArtMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-346-3027; http://jsma.uoregon.edu; 1430 Johnson Lane; adult/child $5/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-5pm Tue-Sun, to 8pm Wed)


This renowned museum offers a 13,000-piece rotating permanent collection of world-class art, with an Asian art specialty. Highlights can include a 10-panel Korean folding screen and a standing Thai Buddha in gold leaf. Free admission on the first Friday of each month, and pay-what-you-like from 5pm to 8pm Wednesday. There’s an excellent cafe on-site.





Hendricks Park Rhododendron GardenGARDENS

(2198 Summit Ave)


Thousands of rhododendrons and azaleas erupt into bloom here in the spring, along with dogwoods and daffodils, peaking in May. The garden is part of a larger park that features native trees and shrubs, and during the rest of the year it’s a quiet retreat with occasional lovely views worthy of a picnic.





Lane County Historical MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-682-4242; www.lchm.org; 740 W 13th Ave; adult/child $5/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Tue-Sat)


Most prominent at this good museum is a transportation collection that includes Oregon’s oldest, best-preserved running gear (undercarriage) for a covered wagon. A historic kitchen exhibit and old logging tools are other historic artifacts worth a gander. Thought-provoking temporary exhibits cover such topics as science and medicine in history.





Eugene Science CenterMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-682-7888; www.eugenesciencecenter.org; 2300 Leo Harris Pkwy, Alton Baker Park; adult/child under 2yr $5/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Tue-Sun, to 7pm Fri; [image: icon-familygif]c)


Parents and kids will love this STEM-focused museum, located in Alton Baker Park. Hands-on exhibits about space, the human body and the natural world are among the highlights; weekend planetarium shows cost $3 extra. There are expansive lawns outside for picnics and expending youthful energy.





Alton Baker ParkPARK

(100 Day Island Rd)


This popular 400-acre riverside park, which provides access to the Ruth Bascom Riverbank Trail System, a 12-mile bikeway that flanks both sides of the Willamette, is heaven for cyclists and joggers. There’s good downtown access via the DeFazio Bike Bridge.







2Activities


King EstateWINE

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-942-9874; www.kingestate.com; 80854 Territorial Rd; tasting flights $13-45; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-5pm Mon & Tue, to 8pm Wed-Sun)


King Estate Winery is a huge producer with a very fine restaurant; tastings emphasize winemaking history and education.





Silvan RidgeWINE

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-345-1945; www.silvanridge.com; 27012 Briggs Hill Rd, Eugene; free tastings; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-5pm, to 9pm Fri Jun-Oct)


Take a picnic to lovely Silvan Ridge Winery, 11 miles southwest of Eugene.





Sweet CheeksWINE

([image: icon-phonegif]%877-309-9463; www.sweetcheekswinery.com; 27007 Briggs Hill Rd, Eugene; free tastings; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-6pm)


Near Silvan Ridge winery is Sweet Cheeks, with its beautiful tasting room.







zFestivals & Events


Oregon Truffle FestivalFOOD & DRINK

(www.oregontrufflefestival.com; 1-day tickets from $20; [image: icon-hoursgif]hlate Jan)


Everything you ever wanted to know about truffles, from training dogs to hunt them to learning how to cook and eat them.





Strawberry FestivalFOOD & DRINK

(www.lebanonstrawberryfestival.com; Cheadle Lake Regional Park, Lebanon; [image: icon-hoursgif]hJun)


One highlight of this festival, held in nearby Lebanon, is the ‘World’s Largest Shortcake’ – enough to feed 15,000 people. The festival has been taking place for over 100 years.





Oregon Bach FestivalMUSIC

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-346-5666; www.oregonbachfestival.com; tickets $20-85, students $15; [image: icon-hoursgif]hJun & Jul)


The great composer takes center stage, but other classical heavyweights like Beethoven, Brahms and Dvorak get a look-in as well. Concerts are held in several venues across town.





Oregon Country FairCARNIVAL

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-343-4298; www.oregoncountryfair.org; Hwy 126, Veneta; tickets $28-36, parking $15; [image: icon-hoursgif]hmid-Jul; [image: icon-familygif]c)


This is a riotous celebration of Eugene’s folksy, hippie past and present. It’s held in Veneta, 12 miles west of Eugene on Hwy 126. There’s a free shuttle bus from Eugene’s LTD Downtown station. Camping is available nearby, though not on-site.







4Sleeping


Eugene Whiteaker International HostelHOSTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-343-3335; www.eugenehostel.org; 970 W 3rd Ave; dm/r from $35/50; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W)


This casual hostel in an old, rambling house has an artsy vibe, nice front and back patios to hang out on, and a free simple breakfast. Towels and bedding are included in the price.





[image: icon-top-choice]oC’est La Vie InnB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-302-3014; www.cestlavieinn.com; 1006 Taylor St; r from $180; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W)


This gorgeous Victorian house, run by a friendly French woman and her American husband, is a neighborhood showstopper. Beautiful antique furniture fills the living and dining areas, while the four tastefully appointed rooms (each named for a French artist) offer comfort and luxury. Hosts provide a full breakfast, as well as afternoon port and other nice touches.





Excelsior InnINN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-342-6963, 800-321-6963; www.excelsiorinn.com; 754 E 13th Ave; d $135-300; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


A stately, elegant and very comfortable inn with 14 rooms, each named after a famous composer. Reproduction antiques and wood floors blend with modern amenities for a luxurious experience, and one of Eugene’s finest restaurants is on the premises. Breakfast is included.







5Eating


Krob Krua Thai KitchenTHAI$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-636-6267; www.krobkrua.com; 254 Lincoln St; mains $7-9; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm Tue-Sun)


Superb Thai curries, noodles, salads, soups and wok-fired dishes are served at this joint in the same space as WildCraft Cider Works, where you can enjoy your food in the tasting room and wash it down with a cider. Spring for the Dungeness crab and shrimp dumplings, the namesake krob krua noodles with beef, or the green curry fried rice.





Original Pancake HouseBREAKFAST$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-343-7523; www.originalpancakehouse.com; 782 E Broadway; mains $8-15; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-3pm Mon-Fri, to 4pm Sat & Sun)


This is an excellent place for breakfast. Go for bacon waffles, mandarin orange crepes, green chili and cheese omelet or one of the dozen kinds of pancakes (blueberry, peach, coconut, chocolate chip…). The enormous Dutch Baby is its signature dish.





KivaHEALTH FOOD$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-342-8666; www.kivagrocery.com; 125 W 11th Ave; sandwiches $4-9; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-8pm Mon-Fri, 9am-8pm Sat & Sun)


An exceptional natural-food grocery store, Kiva stocks all-organic and mostly local produce. There are sandwiches and soups available too.





Sweet Life PatisserieBAKERY$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-683-5676; www.sweetlifedesserts.com; 755 Monroe St; pastries from $2.50; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-11pm Mon-Fri, 8am-11pm Sat & Sun) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Eugene’s best dessert shop; think pecan sticky buns, savory croissants and pains au chocolat. Even the day-old pastries are delicious (and half price). It has organic coffee, too. The line can be long, but there’s plenty of seating indoors and out.





Newman’s Fish CompanyAMERICAN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-344-2371; http://eugene.newmansfish.com; 1545 Willamette St; mains $8-13; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-7pm Mon-Fri, to 6:30pm Sat)


This fish market offers Eugene’s best fish-and-chips (cod, halibut or salmon), plus shrimp and scallops plates. Order at the takeout window and eat outside under the covered patio.





[image: icon-top-choice]oIzakaya Meiji CompanyIZAKAYA$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-505-8804; www.izakayameiji.com; 345 Van Buren St; small plates $3-13; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5pm-1am)


This hip izakaya (Japanese pub serving small plates) in the heart of the Whiteaker district draws nightly crowds with handcrafted libations, sake, shochu and over 100 different whiskeys, plus a seasonal menu of shareable dishes. Feeling adventurous? Try the shiokara, an acquired delicacy of salted, fermented squid viscera. Or just stick with the curry udon. You can’t go wrong here.





Beppe & Gianni’s TrattoriaITALIAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-683-6661; www.beppeandgiannis.net; 1646 E 19th Ave; mains $15-26; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-9pm Sun-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat)


One of Eugene’s most beloved restaurants, Beppe & Gianni’s serves up homemade pastas and excellent desserts. Expect a wait, especially on weekends.





MarchéNORTHWESTERN US$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-342-3612; www.marcherestaurant.com; 296 E 5th Ave; mains $10-36; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-11pm Mon-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat, from 10am Sun) [image: icon-sustainable]S


This renowned Eugene restaurant bases its menu on fresh, seasonal and local produce and meats. There are gourmet sandwiches and wood-fired pizzas for lunch, with dinner dishes like roasted black cod, Moroccan artichoke tagine and grilled ox tongue. Also open for breakfast and weekend brunch.







6Drinking & Nightlife


[image: icon-top-choice]oNinkasi Brewing CompanyBREWERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-344-2739; www.ninkasibrewing.com; 272 Van Buren St; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-9pm Sun-Wed, to 10pm Thu-Sat)


If you like hops, head to this tasting room to sample some of Oregon’s most distinctive and innovative microbrews at the source. There’s a sweet patio with occasional food trucks, or you can bring in your own food. Brewery tours are at 11am on Monday, Wednesday and Friday, and at 4pm Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday.





WildCraft Cider WorksBREWERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-735-3506; https://wildcraftciderworks.com; 232 Lincoln St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-9pm Tue-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat, to 8pm Sun)


Artisanal, unpasteurized dry ciders are infused with Oregon-grown whole fruits and botanicals at this craft cidery. Concerts and events are regularly held in the two-story tasting room, which also has an outdoor patio. They don’t serve food, but you can order from the adjoining Krob Krua Thai Kitchen and eat in the tasting room.





Full City Coffee RoastersCAFE

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-344-0475; www.full-city.com; 842 Pearl St; drinks $3-6; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5:30am-6pm Mon-Fri, 6:30am-6pm Sat, 7am-5pm Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


Good downtown coffee shop that roasts its beans daily and offers a great selection of pastry treats. There’s plenty of space as well as a couple of tables out front if the weather is nice.







3Entertainment


Sam Bond’sLIVE MUSIC

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-431-6603; www.sambonds.com; 407 Blair Blvd; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4pm-1am Tue-Sun, from 2pm Sat)


Eugene’s favorite live-music venue, located in an old garage. There’s weekend entertainment from 7pm (with free live music starting earlier some nights). Also good pub food, microbrew pints and a nice patio for those sweltering summer nights.







7Shopping


5th Street Public MarketMARKET

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-484-0383; www.5stmarket.com; cnr 5th Ave & High St; [image: icon-hoursgif]hshops 10am-7pm Mon-Sat, 11am-6pm Sun)


An old mill now anchors several dozen restaurants, cafes and boutique stores around a pretty central courtyard. Musicians and other performers occasionally entertain here.







8Information

Visitor center ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-484-5307; www.eugenecascadescoast.org; 754 Olive St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-5pm Tue-Fri, from 9am Mon) This center is open weekdays. On weekends, stop by the Adventure & Visitor Center in Springfield.

Adventure & Visitor Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-484-5307; www.eugenecascadescoast.org; 3312 Gateway St, Springfield; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm) Large tourist information center tucked away in a strip mall off I-5, with friendly and helpful staff, and loads of brochures and maps.




8Getting There & Around

Located about 7 miles northwest of the center, Eugene Airport ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-682-5544; www.flyeug.com; 28801 Douglas Dr) offers domestic flight services.

Greyhound ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-344-6265; www.greyhound.com; 987 Pearl St) provides long-distance services to Salem, Corvallis, Portland, Medford, Grants Pass, Hood River, Newport and Bend.

Trains leave from the Amtrak station ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-687-1383; www.amtrak.com; 433 Willamette St) for Portland’s Union Station ($28, three hours, nine daily), Seattle, WA, and Vancouver, BC, among other places.

Local bus service is provided by Lane Transit District ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-687-5555; www.ltd.org). For bike rentals, head to Paul’s Bicycle Way of Life ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-344-4105; www.bicycleway.com; 556 Charnelton St; rentals per day $24-48; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm Mon-Fri, to 5pm Sat & Sun).






McKenzie Region

The single name ‘McKenzie’ identifies a beautiful and mysterious river, a mountain pass, a spectacular historic highway and one of Oregon’s most extraordinary and wondrous natural areas. Premier recreational opportunities abound, from fantastic fishing to exceptional hiking to racy rafting trips.

The little community of McKenzie Bridge, 50 miles east of Eugene on Hwy 126, offers several serene accommodations, a couple of restaurants and a market. Four miles east from here the highway splits and continues east as Hwy 242 (the Old McKenzie Hwy) over the Cascades toward McKenzie Pass on its way to Sisters, 34 miles distant (the pass is closed approximately November to June). Hwy 126 continues north along the McKenzie River to US 20, which crosses the Cascades at Santiam Pass (4817ft; open year-round).


2Activities


Fishing

The McKenzie River is one of the best fishing streams in Oregon, and the slower water and deep pools west of Blue River also offer good fishing. Check regulations with the Fish & Wildlife Office in Springfield. For fishing guides and equipment rental, see www.mckenzieguides.com.




Hiking

One of Oregon’s showcase ‘Wild & Scenic Rivers,’ the McKenzie is graced with the 26-mile McKenzie River National Recreation Trail, which follows the here-again, gone-again cascading river from its inception near the town of McKenzie Bridge. There are entry trailheads at several places along Hwy 126.

A good day hike is the 5-mile Clear Lake Loop, accessible via either Clear Lake Resort or Coldwater Cove Campground. It circles Clear Lake while passing a large spring, several groves of old-growth forest and an extensive lava flow.

Another series of easy hikes begins at the Sahalie Falls, where a footbridge crosses the upper falls viewpoint to join the McKenzie River Trail for a 3-mile stroll to Carmen Reservoir past Koosah Falls. On the highway side of the river is the more developed and shorter Waterfall Trail, which links Sahalie with Koosah Falls.


Day hikes also reach the calm, emerald-colored Tamolitch Pool (aka Blue Pool) from the south. To reach the trailhead, turn off Hwy 126 at Trail Bridge Reservoir, following the gravel road to the right. The 2-mile trail passes through a mossy lava flow before coming upon the mighty McKenzie River surging up in a cliff-lined bowl of rock.




Rafting

White-water rafting trips are popular on the McKenzie River’s class I to III rapids from April to October. High Country Expeditions ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-822-8288; www.highcountryexpeditions.com; 91837 Taylor Rd, McKenzie Bridge; half-day adult/child $62/45; [image: icon-hoursgif]hApr-Oct) and Oregon Whitewater Adventures ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-820-7238; www.oregonwhitewater.com; half-day adult/child $60/45; [image: icon-hoursgif]hApr-Oct) both operate on the McKenzie.






4Sleeping & Eating


Clear Lake ResortCABIN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-967-3917; https://linnparks.com/parks/clear-lake-resort; 13000 Hwy 20; tent sites $18, cabins $70-135; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-petgif]#)


Eighteen miles east of McKenzie Bridge and 4 miles south of Hwy 20 are these rustic lakeside cabins, which are great if you like roughing it (just a little). More-modern cabins with inside bathroom are available; older ones share outside bathrooms. Bring all bedding, towels, food and cooking gear. Rowboat rentals available.





CampgroundsCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%801-226-3564; www.recreation.gov; campsites $18-34)


There are a number of tent-only campgrounds along the McKenzie River, including Paradise (old-growth grove near white water), McKenzie Bridge (Douglas fir and cedar trees), Delta (scenic and enchanting) and Ice Cap Creek (a day-use, cliff-top location near a reservoir and waterfalls). Limited reservations are possible via the website.





Caddisfly ResortCABIN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-822-3556; www.caddisflyresort.com; 56404 McKenzie Hwy; cabins $120; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Caddisfly is a friendly place in McKenzie Bridge with just three rustic ‘cottages’ (two share a wall). All have a fully stocked kitchen, fireplace and deck near the river; two have separate bedroom plus sleeping loft, while the last is a one-bedroom cabin. They sleep four to seven people and are a great deal, so reserve well ahead.





Harbick’s Country InnMOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-822-3805; www.harbicks-country-inn.com; 54791 McKenzie Hwy, Rainbow; d $75-115; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


An attractive motel with both older rooms and gorgeous remodeled ones (some with flat-screen TVs, kitchenette and jetted tubs), plus a large apartment that sleeps five. There’s a nice grassy view out back, too. Harbick’s also manages the riverfront cottages and houses for Holiday Farm Resort ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-822-3725; www.holidayfarmresort.com; cottages $150-275; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W).





Belknap Hot Springs LodgeRESORT$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-822-3512; www.belknaphotsprings.com; 59296 Belknap Springs Rd; tent/RV sites $30/40, d $110-185, cabins $135-550; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-swimkgif]s[image: icon-petgif]#)


Located 5 miles east of McKenzie Bridge, this large mountain resort has something for everyone – camping, RV sites, rustic cabins, modern lodge rooms and even mountain homes (off-site). The reason to visit or stay, however, is the spring-fed pools; nonguests pay $8/15 per hour/day.





Eagle Rock LodgeB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-822-3630; www.eaglerocklodge.com; 49198 McKenzie Hwy, Vida; d $170-240; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Gorgeous B&B with eight rooms (some with fireplace and Jacuzzi) and over 4 acres of lovely lawns, gardens and patios. Located right next to the river, with a great deck nearby. Gourmet three-course breakfast.





Takoda’sAMERICAN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-822-1153; 91806 Mill Creek Rd, Rainbow; mains $10-18; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-8pm)


Located near the Shell station about 10 miles west of McKenzie Bridge is this popular spot serving up a variety of interesting sandwiches, burgers and pizza. Try the marionberry cobbler for dessert.







8Information

McKenzie Ranger Station ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-822-3381; www.fs.fed.us/r6/willamette; 57600 McKenzie Hwy; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-4:30pm Mon-Sat in summer) Can help with trails, campgrounds and permits.

Springfield Fish & Wildlife Office ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-726-3515; www.dfw.state.or.us; 3150 E Main St, Springfield; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-5pm Mon-Fri) Check fishing regulations here.




8Getting There & Away

Lane Transit District ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-687-5555; www.ltd.org; day pass adult/child $3.50/1.75) bus 91 from Eugene provides services along Hwy 126 to the McKenzie Ranger Station (four daily). Departures are at 4:42am, 8:20am, 2:20pm and 5:35pm.
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Columbia River Gorge

[image: 21-columbia-gorge-loc-pnw8-jpg]



Why Go?

Cleanly dividing Oregon and Washington is the spectacular Columbia River Gorge, which was carved some 15,000 years ago by cataclysmic glaciers and floods. Driving east from Portland on I-84 (or on the scenic Historic Columbia River Hwy) has you passing high waterfalls and nearly vertical mountain walls, that parallel the mighty Columbia.

Hikers are spoiled in the gorge, which features many trails that lead through fern-lined canyons and gushing rivers, and across wildflower fields to grand vistas. Summer wind sports are legendary – the gorge channels westerlies inland against the current, creating world-class windsurfing and kiteboarding conditions. There are also mountain-biking and rafting possibilities, especially around Hood River.

Not into strenuous activity? The gorge offers highlights such as easy-to-reach, magnificent waterfalls, agricultural bounties (don’t miss the cherries in July!), and fine wine, beer and cider tasting. This is a special place, so take time to enjoy it.




When to Go

[image: hood-river-cc.jpg]

	Feb–May Waterfalls are at their gushing best, thanks to incessant winter and spring rains.

	Jun–Aug Ripe cherries, great hiking weather and hot westerlies for kiteboarding.

	Sep & Oct Luscious apples and pears, plus Hood River’s Harvest Festival.







Best Places to Eat

A Celilo Restaurant & Bar

A pFriem Tasting Room

A Thunder Island Brewing Co




Best Places to Stay

A McMenamins Edgefield

A Columbia Gorge Hotel

A Society Hotel – Bingen






Columbia River Gorge Highlights

[image: 21-columbia-gorge-ch-pnw8-jpg]

1 Multnomah Falls Experiencing this iconic giant and dozens of other lush, gushing waterfalls up and down the gorge.

2 Dog Mountain Hiking through evergreen forests and wildflower magic to outrageous views of the Gorge.

3 Bonneville Dam Heading under the river to watch and become mesmerized by salmon courageously migrating upstream.

4 Hood River Windsurfing and kiteboarding world-class winds or enjoying some of the best wine and craft beer tasting in the state.

5 Maryhill Museum of Art Exploring this impressive gallery full of surprises from Rodin to sumptuous furniture from Queen Marie of Romania.

6 Vista House Enjoying incredible panoramic views, and often very high winds, from Crown Point’s observatory.




The Western Gorge & Columbia River Highway

Finished in 1915, the Historic Columbia River Hwy winds its scenic way between Troutdale and The Dalles. Also known as Hwy 30, this thoroughfare was the first paved road in the Northwest and America’s first scenic highway; it was also the last leg of Lewis and Clark’s Corps of Discovery expedition and the hellish finale for Oregon Trail pioneers.

The Columbia River Hwy offers access to gushing waterfalls in spring, wildflower displays in summer and awe-inspiring views all year round. Hikers have plenty of trailheads to choose from, and cyclists can cruise two stretches of the old highway renovated for nonvehicular use. It’s slow going on busy weekends, however, and windy enough that trailers are not recommended.


Vista HouseVISITOR CENTER

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-344-1368; www.vistahouse.com; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-4pm Oct-Apr, to 6pm May-Sep) [image: icon-free]F


Crown Point, which marks the gorge’s western edge, offers amazing panoramic views across the gorge. Here the 1916 Vista House observatory, an art nouveau–style rotunda, houses a visitor center, gift shop and snack stand.





Ainsworth State ParkCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-551-6949; www.oregonstateparks.org; tent/RV sites $17/24; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMar 15-Oct 31)


This campground near I-84 caters more to RVs – there’s definitely highway noise – but there are six walk-in tent sites with a little more peace and quiet, and very easy access to hiking trails. Hiker-biker sites are a mere $5.





[image: icon-top-choice]oMcMenamins EdgefieldHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-669-8610; www.mcmenamins.com/edgefield; 2126 SW Halsey St, Troutdale; dm $35, s/d without bath from $60/155; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W)


This former county poor farm, restored by the McMenamin brothers, is now a one-of-a-kind, 38-acre complex with a dizzying variety of services. There’s a wine-tasting room, a cinema, a glassblowing studio, a pitch-and-putt golf course (beer in hand), live music, gardens and restaurants. Rooms are European style (no TVs or phones; wi-fi in common areas), some with bathrooms down the hall.





Multnomah Falls LodgeAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-695-2376; www.multnomahfallslodge.com; 53000 E Historic Columbia River Hwy; dinner mains $15-28; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-6pm Mon-Thu, to 8pm Fri-Sun)


The Multnomah Falls Lodge offers a fine Northwest-style dining option right at the base of the falls, with dishes like sesame-miso baked coho salmon and a vegetarian Moroccan stew, plus a Sunday brunch ($25 per person). If a berry pie is on the dessert menu, save room.





WESTERN GORGE VIEWS

For great views, head to Portland Women’s Forum Park – it’s just a parking lot but has one of the best viewpoints into the gorge. Vista House has amazing views, and everyone stops at Multnomah Falls, Oregon’s tallest waterfall at 620ft, with a 1-mile hike to the top. There’s a US Forest Service visitor center and refreshment stand at the base of the falls.




8Information

US Forest Service Visitors Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-695-2372; 53000 E Historic Columbia River Hwy, Multnomah Falls Lodge; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm) This info center inside Multnomah Falls Lodge is staffed by the Friends of Multnomah Falls and the US Forest Service; it has books, trail maps, and local information about hikes and bicycle routes, and you can buy a Northwest Forest Pass here.




8Getting There & Away

The Historic Columbia River Hwy is most easily explored by car. To reach it, take exit 17 or 35 off I-84. For car-free day trips to Multnomah Falls, you can take the Columbia Gorge Express ([image: icon-phonegif]%888-246-6420; www.columbiagorgeexpress.com) that runs three times per day to/from Portland (round trip $5).




DON’T MISS

TOP WATERFALLS

Waterfalls are at their gushiest in spring. The following are all off Hwy 30 (the Historic Columbia River Hwy), listed from west to east.

Latourell Falls (249ft) The first major waterfall as you come east on Hwy 30. Hike 10 minutes to reach its base, or go a mile to a viewpoint.

Bridal Veil Falls (140ft) Two-tiered falls reached via an easy half-mile walk. A separate wheelchair-accessible trail leads to great views.

Wahkeena Falls (242ft) Hike up the Wahkeena Trail, join Trail 441 and head down to Multnomah Falls. Return via the road for the 4.8-mile loop.

Multnomah Falls (620ft) The gorge’s top attraction. A 1-mile trail leads to the top. Continue up forested Multnomah Creek and the top of Larch Mountain (another 7 miles).

Oneonta Falls (65ft) Located within the lovely, half-mile Oneonta Gorge. Carefully scamper over log jams and wade in water up to waist high. Fun and worth it!

Horsetail Falls (176ft) Just east of Oneonta Gorge. A 2.6-mile loop begins here, passing through Ponytail Falls (and with an optional side trail to Triple Falls). Walk a half-mile east on Hwy 30 (passing the Oneonta Gorge) to return.

Elowah Falls (230ft) A more isolated but pretty falls about 1 mile off the highway. Hike to the top, then take a 0.7-mile side trail to McCord Creek Falls (2.5 miles round trip).






Cascade Locks

[image: icon-phonegif]%541 / POP 1170

This tiny blue-collar town sits pretty on the Columbia River, right off the 2560 mile-long Pacific Crest Trail (PCT) at the Oregon end of the Bridge of the Gods. An early transportation center, Cascade Locks (at exit 44 off I-84) gets its name from the navigational locks, completed in 1896, that cut through the treacherous rapids here (now submerged). The town flourished throughout the 1930s, when the area was home to thousands of Bonneville Dam construction workers. At the locks, note the wooden Native American fishing platforms.



1Sights


Bonneville DamDAM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-374-8820; I-84 exit 40; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm) [image: icon-free]F


This dam was one of the largest New Deal projects of the Depression era. Completed in 1937, it was the first major dam on the Columbia River. Dam construction brought thousands of jobs, and the cheap electricity produced by the dam promised future industrial employment. Bonneville’s two hydroelectric powerhouses back up the Columbia River for 15 miles and together produce over 1 million kilowatts of power. The visitor center offers powerhouse tours at 11am, 1pm and 3pm June to September.





Bonneville Fish HatcheryHATCHERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-374-8393; 70543 NE Herman Loop, I-84 exit 40; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-5pm Nov-Feb, to 8pm Mar-Oct) [image: icon-free]F


Next door to Bonneville Dam, in pretty grounds with picnic tables, is this visitor-friendly facility. There are several ponds full of rainbow trout and massive sturgeon – including a 70-year-old 11-footer named Herman – along with an educational exhibit, gift shop and small cafe. Visit from mid-September to early November to see adult salmon spawning.







TTours


Columbia Gorge SternwheelerBOATING

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-224-3900; www.portlandspirit.com; Marine Park; adult/child $33/23; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMay-Oct)


Sightsee the Columbia River on a sternwheeler. Embark from the eastern end of Marine Park, where there are picnic tables, a cafe and gift shop. There are also jet-boat rides and other types of cruises including a new lore and history of Bigfoot cruise ($98).







5Eating


Eastwind Drive-inDINER$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-374-8380; 395 NW Wanapa St; burgers $4-9; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-8pm)


This diner draws big crowds for its hamburgers and – mostly – its enormous, towering soft-serve ice-cream cones.





Native Caught FishMARKET$$

(Under the Bridge of the Gods; smoked salmon $10-25; [image: icon-hoursgif]hhours vary)


Nearly every day, you’ll find one to several Native American vendors under the Bridge of the Gods (Oregon side) selling smoked and sometimes fresh salmon caught in the Columbia River. In summer Latinx fruit sellers also set up shop. Don’t miss the adjacent mural – hint: look for the third eagle.







6Drinking & Nightlife


[image: icon-top-choice]oThunder Island Brewing CoBREWERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%971-231-4599; www.thunderislandbrewing.com; 515 NW Portage Rd; mains $10-17, tasting flights from $8; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-8pm Mon-Wed, 11am-9pm Fri-Sun; [image: icon-familygif]c[image: icon-petgif]#)


It’s very worth pulling off Hwy 30 for this ultrafriendly riverfront brewery and restaurant with crayons and toys for the kids and dog biscuits for Fido. On warm days, watch the Columbia River flow by from picnic benches, or warm up in the indoor pub in winter. Adding a gift of ‘Trail Magic’ to your food or drink order buys a PCT through hiker a pint.







8Getting There & Away

The Columbia Gorge Express runs twice daily services (fares $2.50 to $5) between Portland and Hood River with a stop at Cascade Locks. Columbia Area Transit ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-386-4202; www.catransit.org; one way $10) buses run between Portland and Cascade Locks twice a week; reservations are necessary.




THE 2017 EAGLE CREEK FIRE

The memory of this incredibly destructive fire makes Oregonians shudder. For over three months from September 2, 2017, over 48,000 acres of the Columbia Gorge and surrounding areas burned, causing evacuations, trapping some hikers, decimating forests and wildlife habitat, and sending smoky air to linger like fog in Portland and beyond.

Over 121 miles of forests trails were impacted and it will take years to restore many beloved hikes. Trails around most Western Gorge waterfalls and Angel’s Rest have reopened but others, like the Eagle Creek Trail, once one of the most popular trails in the gorge and where the fire started, are taking much longer to restore. The best place to check for trail openings and more is at www.gorgefriends.org.






Across the Border

Driving Hwy 14 on the Columbia River Gorge on the Washington side has its advantages – there are roadside recreational lakes, and some stretches have fewer trees to block views. As a two-lane highway, however, it’s slower and also much curvier than Oregon’s I-84. You can reach Hwy 14 via a few key bridges including I-205 (between Portland and Vancouver, WA), Cascade Lock’s Bridge of the Gods ($1 toll) and the Hood River Bridge ($1 toll) at Hood River.


1Sights & Activities


[image: icon-top-choice]oColumbia Gorge Interpretive CenterMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-991-2338; www.columbiagorge.org; 900 SW Rock Creek Dr, Stevenson; adult/child $10/6; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm)


Located just below Skamania Lodge, this museum weaves together the many threads that form the area’s history – Native Americans, early explorers, pioneer settlers, logging, fishing, shipping, power generation and recreation. It also claims to have the world’s largest rosary collection (nearly 4000 on display).





Beacon Rock State ParkPARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-427-8265; www.parks.state.wa.us/474/Beacon-Rock; Hwy 14, Mile 35; day-use $10)


Washington’s Beacon Rock, the core of an ancient volcano, is a prominent state park about 7 miles west of the Bridge of the Gods. It offers hiking, mountain-biking and horseback-riding trails, picnicking, camping and river access. Beacon Rock is also one of the few rock climbing sites in the gorge. The majority of climbs are trad and multipitch, and for experienced climbers only.





Dog Mountain TrailHIKING

(www.fs.usda.gov; Hwy 14; day-use $5)


It’s a steep 3.8 miles up the popular Dog Mountain Trail, the best place in the area for late-spring wildflowers. Once on top of Dog Mountain, the views of the Columbia River and nearby Cascade volcanoes are spectacular. Allow approximately five hours round trip and take a jacket – it’s windy up there. You’ll need to reserve a parking permit online in advance on weekends from mid-April through mid-June.







4Sleeping


[image: icon-top-choice]oSkamania LodgeHOTEL$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-221-7117; www.skamania.com; 1131 SW Skamania Lodge Way, Stevenson; d $162-299; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s[image: icon-petgif]#)


Up the hill from the Bridge of the Gods is the gorge’s biggest and cushiest resort. Facilities include hiking trails, tennis courts, a spa, an indoor swimming pool, two restaurants, an 18-hole golf course and a zipline course. There are 254 beautiful lodge rooms and suites with forest or river views. Rates vary depending on occupancy; reserve ahead in summer.





Carson Hot Springs ResortHOTEL$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-427-8292; www.carsonhotspringresort.com; 372 St Martin Rd, Carson; r $169-350; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


This rustic, locally loved resort has standard hotel rooms and a charming historic bathhouse where you can soak in a mineral bath and then be wrapped up like a burrito to sweat out your worries (mineral bath and wrap $30 to $35).







8Information

US Forest Service Information Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%509-427-2528; www.fs.usda.gov; Skamania Lodge Way, Stevenson; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm) Maps, passes and other information.






Hood River

[image: icon-phonegif]%541 / POP 7690

The dynamic, very gentrified town of Hood River is one of the best windsurfing and kiteboarding destinations in the world. Strong river currents, prevailing westerly winds and a vast body of water provide perfect conditions for these wind sports, attracting sometimes hundreds of photogenic enthusiasts who zip back and forth across the wide Columbia River.

But Hood River offers more than awesome winds. The city has a bustling commercial core, with excellent shops, bars and restaurants lining a few steeply angled streets.


South of town, the Hood River drains a wide fertile valley planted with orchards. In spring the area fills with the scent and color of pink and white blossoms, and roadside fruit stands sell apples, pears, cherries, berries and vegetables. Recently, cideries are opening in the area, taking advantage of this local bounty.

Premier wineries have also taken hold in the region, providing good wine-tasting opportunities.


WORTH A TRIP

HOOD RIVER COUNTY FRUIT LOOP

Covering 35 miles along scenic fertile lands, the Hood River County Fruit Loop takes you by family fruit stands, U-pick orchards, lavender fields, alpaca farms and winery tasting rooms. There are blossoms in spring, berries in summer, and apples and pears in fall – with plenty of festivals and celebrations throughout the seasons (except for winter). It’s a good way to sample the area’s agricultural bounties while appreciating the local scenery too. For more information and a list of events, check www.hoodriverfruitloop.com.




1Sights


History Museum of Hood River CountyMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-386-6772; www.hoodriverhistorymuseum.org; 300 E Port Marina Dr, I-84 exit 64; adult/child $5/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-4pm Mon-Sat; [image: icon-familygif]c)


This worthwhile museum depicts the history of Hood River County and the mid-Columbia River region, with displays on Native American artifacts and quirky things like fishing lures. Watch a video on Japanese American history, and have your kids play in the fun children’s ‘exploration space.’





Hood River Farmers MarketMARKET

(www.gorgegrown.com; 5th & Columbia parking lot; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-1pm Sat May-Nov)


If you happen to be around town from May to September, check out the farmers market for crafts, live music, fresh produce and locally made foods. From December through April there’s a smaller winter market at 1st St and Cascade Ave from 1pm to 4pm on the first and third Saturdays of the month.







2Activities

Windsurfing and kiteboarding are huge in the Columbia River Gorge area. Head to pretty, family-friendly Waterfront Park for great views or to try it out for yourself. For less adrenaline, stand-up paddling (SUP) classes and rentals are also very popular.

Lovers of the grape can visit over a dozen wineries in the region for wine-tasting adventures. The Chamber of Commerce has a Columbia Gorge Wine Map outlining all of them, or check www.columbiagorgewine.com.


Mountain View CyclesSPORTS & OUTDOORS

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-386-2453; www.mtviewcycles.com; 205 Oak St; mountain bike per day $75; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-5pm Mon-Sat, to 6pm Fri & Sat)


Great bike shop offering rentals and repairs plus information about the fantastic mountain biking all around Hood River.





Cathedral Ridge WineryWINE

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-516-8710; www.cathedralridgewinery.com; 4200 Post Canyon Dr; tastings from $15; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-5pm)


This attractive winery in pretty farm country at the edge of town has signature red blends and a slew of awards on display. In nice weather, sit outdoors and take in the awesome view of Mt Hood. Various tours and tastings are available.





Wet PlanetRAFTING

([image: icon-phonegif]%877-390-9445; www.wetplanetwhitewater.com; 860 Hwy 141, White Salmon; half-day trips from $70; [image: icon-hoursgif]hApr-Oct)


For white-water rafting trips and kayaking classes, contact this outfitter located across the river in White Salmon, WA.





Mt Hood RailroadRAIL

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-872-4661; www.mthoodrr.com; 110 Railroad Ave; adult/child from $35/30; [image: icon-familygif]c)


Built in 1906, the railroad once transported fruit and lumber from the upper Hood River Valley to the main railhead in Hood River. The vintage trains now transport tourists beneath Mt Hood’s snowy peak and past fragrant orchards. The line is about 21 miles long and ends in pretty Parkdale. See the website for schedules and fares. Reserve in advance.







CCourses


Big WindsWINDSURFING

([image: icon-phonegif]%888-509-4210; www.bigwinds.com; 207 Front St; lessons $49; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm)


This shop sells equipment and, from May to mid-September, offers windsurfing and stand-up paddleboarding lessons.





Hood River WaterplayWATER SPORTS

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-386-9463; www.hoodriverwaterplay.com; I-84 exit 64; 2hr windsurfing course $99, SUP lessons per hour from $48; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMay-Oct)


Interested in windsurfing, kayaking, SUP, catamaran sailing and so on? Contact this company, with rentals and classes at its waterfront location.







TTours


MountNBarrelWINE

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-490-8687; www.mountnbarrel.com; 1850 Country Club Rd; tours $165)


Hood River is great for cycling and has tons of wineries and great scenery, so a wine tour by bicycle is the perfect combination. These tours are wonderful, fun and one of the best ways to visit the area. Custom packages and e-bike options available.







zFestivals & Events


Blossom TimeFESTIVAL

(www.hoodriver.org; [image: icon-hoursgif]hApr)


The Hood River Valley springs to life in April with various events around Blossom Time. Local orchard tours are the highlight, along with food, music and crafts in town. Cider fans should look for the Hood River Hard-Pressed Cider Fest, another high point among the blossom festivities.





Harvest FestivalFOOD & DRINK

(www.hoodriver.org/harvest-fest; [image: icon-hoursgif]hmid-Oct)


This old-fashioned fall festival takes place along the waterfront on a long weekend in October. Expect arts and crafts, food and wine, pumpkin carving and other activities.







4Sleeping


[image: icon-top-choice]oSociety Hotel – BingenHISTORIC HOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-445-0444; www.thesocietyhotel.com/bingen; cnr Franklin & Cedar St, Bingen; dm $40-52, r without bath $110-146, cabins $239-309; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s)


It’s a historic hotel, it’s a hostel, it’s a retreat center and it’s a spa. Whoever you are, there’s a space for you on beautiful grounds amongst modern, cozy architecture. The dorm and shared bath rooms are in a restored schoolhouse that includes a massive activities area (including indoor basketball), while the newly built cabins (one and two bedrooms) surround a spa complete with hot and cold pools.





Hood River B&BB&B$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-387-2997; www.hoodriverbnb.com; 918 Oak St; d $85-175; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Friendly owners Jane and Jim Nichols have made their casual B&B into a homey and comfortable place to stay. Choose from one of four rooms, two with private bathrooms. There are partial river views from the breakfast room, and it’s very close to downtown.





Gorge View B&BB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-386-5770; www.gorgeview.com; 1009 Columbia St; dm $62, s/d/q from $125/135/165; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMay-Oct; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Catering to outdoor sports enthusiasts is this tasteful yet casual B&B. There’s a four-bunk room for single travelers, along with peeks at the river from the living room. Three rooms share a common bathroom; one has private bath. There’s also a two-bedroom apartment available. Open May to October only.





Westcliff LodgeMOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-386-2992; www.westclifflodge.com; 4070 Westcliff Dr; r $85-263; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Some rooms at this basic but friendly motel have river views, and suites come with amenities like fireplace, kitchenette and Jacuzzi. It’s next to the highway but near woodsy areas and next door to the Columbia Gorge Hotel (and its pleasant gardens).





Inn of the White SalmonINN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-493-2335; www.innofthewhitesalmon.com; 172 West Jewett Blvd, White Salmon; r $99-199; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Over in White Salmon, WA, is this very pleasant and contemporary 22-room inn with sleek, modern rooms, bookish decor and a lovely patio with a conservation-geared garden out back. There are also suites with kitchenettes.





Hood River HotelHISTORIC HOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-386-1900; www.hoodriverhotel.com; 102 Oak St; d/ste from $110/152; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Located right in the heart of downtown, this lovingly restored 1913 hotel offers comfortable, hip yet vintage rooms. Beds are comfy but some bathrooms are minuscule. The suites have the best amenities and views. Kitchenettes are also available, and there’s an excellent restaurant and a relaxing sauna on the premises. Heat in the winter is via ancient steam radiator plus space heaters.





[image: icon-top-choice]oColumbia Gorge HotelHOTEL$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-345-1921; www.columbiagorgehotel.com; 4000 Westcliff Dr; r $99-439; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Hood River’s most famous place to stay is this historic Spanish-style hotel, set high on a cliff above the Columbia. The atmosphere is classy and the grounds are lovely, and there’s a fine restaurant on the premises. Rooms have antique beds and furnishings. River-view rooms cost more but are worth it.







5Eating


Boda’s KitchenDELI$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-386-9876; www.bodaskitchen.com; 404 Oak St; sandwiches $9-11; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-7pm)


This low-key deli offers delicious, healthy sandwiches, wraps, daily soups and specials, and a locally beloved rotisserie chicken. You can also pick up the fixings for a picnic in the gorge.





Trillium CafePUB FOOD$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-308-0800; 207 Oak St; mains $9-16; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-1am)


Chow down on pub-food basics – mac ’n’ cheese, burgers and the highly recommended meatloaf sandwich – at this cozy, wood-lined cafe-bar on the main drag, a favorite local hangout. For entertainment there’s a collection of board games and occasional live music.





[image: icon-top-choice]opFriem Tasting RoomGASTROPUB$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-321-0490; www.pfriembeer.com; 707 Portway Ave; mains $13-18; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-9pm)


The highly regarded beers at this brewery are matched by a hearty menu that is definitely not run-of-the-mill: think mussels and frites, beef tongue, pork terrine, and a stew made with braised lamb and duck confit. It’s located near the waterfront along a stretch of industrial-chic development and tables are cozied right up to the brewing vats.





Solstice Woodfire CafeITALIAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-436-0800; www.solsticewoodfirecafe.com; 501 Portway Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm Wed-Mon; [image: icon-familygif]c)


Beloved for wood-fired pizzas (including vegan and gluten-free) plus amazing dishes like Dungeness crab housemade pasta or Moroccan beef stew. There’s an outdoor patio, kids’ play area and good kids’ menu, so it’s particularly family friendly, but grown-ups will find their happiness on an extensive drink menu featuring the local booze bounty.





Egg River CafeBREAKFAST$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-386-1127; www.eggrivercafe.com; 1313 Oak St; mains $8-17; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-2pm)


Fuel up before or after a Columbia River Gorge hike at this adorable local breakfast joint. Try large portions of everything from basic eggs and hotcakes to fancier specials, such as a smoked salmon breakfast burrito or an artichoke-Brie omelet. Lunch offerings include the ‘hangover burger,’ a Cuban sandwich, and a pear and chicken salad. Special menus cater to seniors and kids.





Double Mountain BreweryPUB FOOD$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-387-0042; www.doublemountainbrewery.com; 8 4th St; sandwiches $8-12, pizzas $10-26; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat; [image: icon-familygif]c[image: icon-petgif]#)


For a casual bite, step into this popular brewpub-restaurant for a tasty sandwich or excellent brick-oven pizza (try the Truffle Shuffle). The menu is limited, but the food is great and the beer even better – you know you’re in the right place when half your fellow customers are wearing brewpub-logo hoodies. Outside tables are pet friendly.





[image: icon-top-choice]oCelilo Restaurant & BarNORTHWESTERN US$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-386-5710; www.celilorestaurant.com; 16 Oak St; mains lunch $12-15, dinner $24-28; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-9pm daily, 11:30am-3pm Fri-Sun) [image: icon-sustainable]S


For upscale dining with an emphasis on locally sourced ingredients, this modern and beautiful restaurant has walls that open to the sidewalk on warm afternoons. Main dishes include outrageously tasty housemade pastas, luscious salads, and lots of fish and seafood dishes (the menu changes). Lunch is more affordable but the half-price happy hour (5pm to 6pm) small plates are a scrumptious steal.







6Drinking & Nightlife


[image: icon-top-choice]oFerment Brewing CompanyBREWERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-436-3499; www.fermentbrewing.com; 403 Portway Ave; beer/kombucha flights $10/7; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm Sun-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat)


With an impressive variety of ‘forward thinking’ beers plus some lovely, not-sweet kombuchas, this modern, bright, 2nd-story tasting room is geared mainly to responsible drinking, but the food, much of it made with house-fermented ingredients, is equally delectable. The relaxing space looks out over the most popular kiteboarding stretch of the Columbia River. The IPA and Saison are exquisite.





Camp 1805DISTILLERY

(www.camp1805.com; 501 Portway Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h3-10pm Mon-Thu, 3-11pm Fri, noon-11pm Sat, noon-10pm Sun)


The first legal rum and whiskey distillery in Hood River makes some fine vodka as well. You can see the still from the bar while you enjoy a tasting flight of spirits or a beautifully crafted cocktail, with yummy bar snacks and mains from ploughman’s plates to fish tacos for it all to land on. Bottles available to bring home.





Full Sail BrewpubBREWERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-386-2247; www.fullsailbrewing.com; 506 Columbia St; mains $11-16; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm, tour Sat 4pm)


Hood River’s landmark brewpub offers salads, sandwiches and burgers, along with great river views and decent beer. An outdoor patio is a plus on sunny days, and there are free 30-minute tours in the afternoon.







7Shopping


Melika SwimwearCLOTHING

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-387-4400; www.melika.com; 316 Oak St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm Mon-Sat, to 5pm Sun)


Local swimwear company crafting beautiful and unique suits for all women’s bodies and made for SUP-ing, kiteboarding and all the water sports of Hood River. It also has PNW-approved clothing and accessories.





Doug’s SportsSPORTS & OUTDOORS

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-386-5787; www.dougshoodriver.com; 101 Oak St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm)


Load up on outdoor gear at this friendly sports store, where you can also rent snowshoes, snowboards, cross-country or downhill skis and all the accessories. There are decent deals on high-end demo rentals, plus custom boot fittings and a ski tuning shop if you’ve brought your own.





Shortt SupplySPORTS & OUTDOORS

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-386-5474; www.shorttsupply.com; 116 Oak St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm Tue-Sat; [image: icon-petgif]#)


This well-stocked outdoor store has everything you might need for camping, hiking or adventuring in the wilderness – plus a couple of friendly store dogs. Locals recommend its shoe department, which includes a custom fitting service.







8Information

Chamber of Commerce ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-386-2000; www.hoodriver.org; 720 E Port Marina Dr; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Mon-Fri, 10am-4pm Sat & Sun Apr-Oct, 9am-5pm Mon-Fri Nov-Mar) Visitor information for Hood River and the surrounding area.

US Forest Service Office ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-308-1700; www.fs.usda.gov; 902 Wasco Ave, Suite 200; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-4:30pm Mon-Fri) For hiking and camping information.




8Getting There & Away

Greyhound ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-386-1212; www.greyhound.com; 110 Railroad Ave) stops at the Mt Hood Railroad station with three daily trips to Portland (one hour). There are daily buses to/from Portland (one hour, $7.50) with Columbia Gorge Express.

Amtrak’s Empire Builder stops daily at Bingen, on the Washington side of the gorge.

Parking amid all the activity in Hood River can be a challenge, so your best bet is to find one of the close-in public lots and explore on foot. (Bonus: steep hills mean you’ll work off your beer.)






The Dalles & Around

Located about 85 miles east of Portland, The Dalles features a decidedly different climate – much drier and sunnier. Though steadfastly unglamorous and down to earth (except for a few historic buildings), the city offers good outdoor recreation; there’s decent camping and hiking, and fierce winds that are excellent for windsurfing and kiteboarding. The region hosts several good wineries and is the nation’s largest producer of sweet cherries. The Dalles has also gone high-tech – Google has built a large server facility here to utilize the area’s cheap hydroelectric power.


1Sights


[image: icon-top-choice]oColumbia Gorge Discovery CenterMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-296-8600; www.gorgediscovery.org; 5000 Discovery Dr; adult/child $9/5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm)


This excellent museum covers the history of the gorge, from its creation by cataclysmic floods to the hardships pioneers had traversing it, to early settlements and transport in the area, to the construction – and consequences – of its dams. The Lewis and Clark wing has an exhibit on animals the corps had to kill (including 190 dogs and a ferret).





National Neon Sign MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-370-2242; www.nationalneonsignmuseum.org; 20 East 3rd St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Thu-Sat, reduced hours in winter; [image: icon-familygif]c)


Housed in the magnificent, late-1800s Elks building, this fun, ‘flashy’ and educational museum is a fantastic new addition to The Dalles. You’ll start with the invention of the lightbulb, then move on through lightbulb signage, the thorny beginnings of neon signs and into neon’s heyday. The first ever neon bulb is also on display. A worthwhile stop for kids and grown-ups.





Columbia Hills Historical State ParkPARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-439-9032; Hwy 14, Mile 85; day-use $10; [image: icon-hoursgif]hApr-Oct)


Some of the most famous remaining pictographs (painted figures) along the Columbia River are at this Washington state park, site of a Native American village that was flooded by the Dalles dam. The pictograph area can be visited only on a free, ranger-guided tour at 10am on Friday and Saturday from April to October; reservations are required.





Rowena CrestVIEWPOINT

(Hwy 30, Mosier)


On top of Rowena Crest are spectacular views and vast meadows now preserved as a wildflower sanctuary. Governor Tom McCall Reserve, on Rowena Plateau, is one of the best places to see native plants. Springtime wildflowers include balsamroot, wild parsley, penstemon and wild lilies. From The Dalles, follow W 6th St westward out of town until it becomes US 30.





Fort Dalles MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-296-4547; www.fortdallesmuseum.org; 500 W 15th St; adult/child $5/1; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Mar-Oct, closed Mon-Thu Nov-Feb)


This museum was once part of an 1856 fort and is Oregon’s oldest history museum. It’s a fascinating place full of historical items; highlights include an albatross-feather muff, human-hair wreaths, a child’s casket with window face hole and a bonnet worn at Ford Theatre the night Abraham Lincoln was assassinated. There are several antique cars, stagecoaches and even a horse-drawn hearse.





THE FALL OF CELILO

On March 10, 1957, the newly constructed gates of the Dalles Dam closed for the first time, nearly halting the mighty Columbia. Eight miles upstream, it took only a few hours for Celilo Falls – an important Native American fishing ground – to be forever buried under the rising floodwaters. It was the end of a Native American identity, tradition and livelihood that dated back over 10,000 years.

Over millennia, thousands of native peoples from as far away as the Great Plains and Alaska would gather at Celilo Falls – also known as Wyam (‘the echo of falling water’) – to fish for salmon, trade goods and socialize. Lewis and Clark stopped by in 1805 and were amazed by the variety and numbers of people they encountered here.

Celilo Falls’ tallest drop only stood at 22ft, but in volume the falls were the sixth largest in the world. Native Americans would risk their lives on rickety wooden platforms over the rushing currents while using dip nets to catch their 60lb quarry. It was a dangerous occupation – if they fell, survival was unlikely – but a good day could yield tons of fish.

Native American tribes were financially compensated for the submergence of the falls, but their cultural loss is priceless. Today, over 55 years later, Celilo Falls is still mourned by those who remember its glory and significance. The artist Maya Lin (who designed the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, DC) has designed a memorial in Celilo Park as part of the multisite Confluence project (www.confluenceproject.org). When completed, the Confluence Arc will be an elevated walkway inspired by the original fishing platforms over the falls.






4Sleeping


[image: icon-top-choice]oBalch HotelHISTORIC HOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-467-2277; www.balchhotel.com; 40 South Heimrich, Dufur; r with/without bath from $162/80)


On the outskirts of tiny Dufur, 13 miles south of The Dalles, this three-story brick historic hotel has a jaw-dropping view of Mt Hood. It’s heavily geared toward relaxation with guided meditation, art therapy, facials and spiritually inspired body treatments all on offer. Rooms are tastefully and cozily decorated with period antiques. There is a great on-site restaurant too.





Celilo InnMOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-769-0001; www.celiloinn.com; 3550 E 2nd St; d $95-159; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s[image: icon-petgif]#)


The beautifully remodeled Celilo Inn was once an old motel, but is now a slick and trendy stay with gorgeous contemporary rooms, many offering views of The Dalles’ bridge and dam (worth it at only $10 to $20 more). Luxurious touches include flat-screen TVs and a cool pool for those guaranteed hot summer days. Discount on weekdays.





Cousins’ Country InnMOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-848-9378; www.cousinscountryinn.com; 2114 W 6th St; d $85-179; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s[image: icon-petgif]#)


This upscale motel offers 97 beautiful modern rooms, the fanciest (in ‘The Barn’) with gas fireplace, outdoor deck or patio and huge shower stalls with triple heads. Even regular rooms have flat-screen TVs, and some come with kitchenette. The swimming pool is a plus, and the restaurant with ‘saloon’ is just across the parking lot.







5Eating


[image: icon-top-choice]oSweetHeart Bake ShopBAKERY$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-769-1233; www.facebook.com/pg/sweetheartbakeshopthedalles; 515 Liberty St; baked goods $2-6; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-6pm Tue-Sat)


It seems like you’ve walked into the most adorable living room ever, because in fact, you have – the friendly owners live upstairs and lovingly bake all the goodies themselves in small batches. Located in a restored 1865 home, enjoy massive, fluffy cinnamon rolls, gorgeous cupcakes or perfect macaroons at delightful Victorian tables where you can chat, relax or play board games.





Baldwin SaloonAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-296-5666; www.baldwinsaloon.com; 205 Court St; mains $11-29; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm Mon-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat)


This 1876 building, with the remnants of a rare cast-iron facade, has been a bar, a brothel and a coffin-storage warehouse. Today it’s a casual, popular establishment with a beautiful brick interior full of large oil paintings, and a historic dark-wood bar. Food choices include a dozen above-average salads, sandwiches, burgers, pasta and seafood dishes.





Cousins’ Restaurant & SaloonAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-298-2771; www.cousinsrestaurants.com; 2116 W 6th St; mains $6-28; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-10pm; [image: icon-familygif]c)


‘Hello cousin!’ might be the first thing you hear after coming through the mooing and baaing sounds the front doors make. Specializing in home-style comfort food like meatloaf, chicken pot pie and turkey with dressing, this old-fashioned place offers plenty of other good food, with large portions and friendly service. Great for breakfast.







6Drinking & Nightlife


[image: icon-top-choice]oSunshine MillWINERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-298-8900; www.sunshinemill.com; 901 E 2nd St; wine tasting $7; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-6pm Sat-Thu, to 7pm Fri)


Atmospherically located in an old flour mill, this wine bar is an awesome place to take a break, nibble on snacks and taste some wine from two boutique wineries. Cool industrial-art touches; check out the ‘man-lift’ elevator and Thomas Edison–designed motor in a nearby room. In summer it’s open extended hours and there’s live music on Fridays from 7pm to 10pm.





Freebridge BrewingBREWERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-769-1234; www.freebridgebrewing.com; 710 E 2nd St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-9pm Sun-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat)


You’ll find a good selection of house brews and surprisingly good pizza in this industrial-style remodel of an old bank. Both the Thresher and Dirty IPAs are winners but definitely try the seasonal varieties as well.







8Information

Chamber of Commerce ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-255-3385, 541-296-2231; www.thedalleschamber.com; 404 W 2nd St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-5pm Mon-Fri year-round, 10am-4pm Sat & Sun Memorial Day-Labor Day) Pick up brochures on the city’s historic buildings and murals.




8Getting There & Away

Hood River CAT (www.catransit.org) has weekday, door-to-door service ($1) within The Dalles and to Hood River ($3) and Portland ($10); reserve 24 hours ahead. The Link ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-296-7595; www.gorgetranslink.com/transit-wasco.html; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-5pm Mon-Fri) has regular services to/from Hood River that connect with buses to Portland.

Greyhound ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-296-7595; 802 Chenowith Loop Rd) provides long-distance transportation. Amtrak stops at Wishram, on the Washington side of the Columbia River.






Eastern Gorge

East of The Dalles, the sights thin out a bit, and the landscapes turn from lush and mossy to windswept golden grass. It’s a long drive to anywhere but there are some worthy places to check out, including a mansion on a hill and a replica of Stonehenge.


1Sights


[image: icon-top-choice]oMaryhill Museum of ArtMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%509-773-3733; www.maryhillmuseum.org; 35 Maryhill Museum Dr, WA; adult/child $12/5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm mid-Mar–mid-Nov)


If you’ve ever wondered about that expression, ‘What in Sam Hill?,’ here’s your answer: this museum in a hilltop mansion was founded by Sam Hill (1857–1931), one of the great innovators in Northwest history. An exhibit in the museum’s permanent collection tells his story. The collection also includes sculpture and drawings by Auguste Rodin, art-nouveau glass, and various American and European paintings.





Deschutes River State Recreation AreaPARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-739-2322, 800-551-6949; www.oregonstateparks.org; off I-84; tent/RV sites $10/22)


The Deschutes River, Oregon’s second largest, cuts through central Oregon and meets the Columbia at this fine state park, 15 miles east of The Dalles. There are expansive green lawns and beautiful riverside campsites here; reserve in summer.

From the south end of the park, riverside hiking trails pass old homesteads, springs and groves of willow and locust trees. Keep an eye out for raptors and migrating songbirds.





Stonehenge MemorialMONUMENT

(US Hwy 97) [image: icon-free]F


Not one for small gestures, businessman Sam Hill built a full-scale replica of Salisbury Plain’s Stonehenge on the cliffs above the Columbia River. Dedicated as a peace memorial to Klickitat County’s soldiers killed in WWI, his Stonehenge was built of poured concrete and represents an intact site (unlike its tumbled-down English cousin).







2Activities


Maryhill WineryWINE

([image: icon-phonegif]%877-627-9445; www.maryhillwinery.com; 9774 Hwy 14, Goldendale, WA; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-8pm Mon-Thu, to 9pm Fri & Sat, to 7pm Sun)


Boasting expansive gorge views from a high bluff is this beautiful winery. Grab your glass of grape-derived ambrosia and peer over the stone terrace down to the scenic vineyards and Columbia River. The 4000-seat amphitheater below offers big-name music concerts in summer. The winery is 1 mile west of the Maryhill Museum of Art.







8Getting There & Away

Columbia Area Transit runs buses between The Dalles, Hood River and Portland. You’ll need your own car to explore Eastern Gorge.











Central Oregon & the Oregon Cascades


Mt Hood

Maupin & the Lower Deschutes River

Mt Jefferson & the Metolius River

Sisters

Bend

Cascade Lakes

Willamette Pass





Central Oregon & the Oregon Cascades

[image: 22-cent-oregon-cascades-loc-pnw8-jpg]



Why Go?

Love mountain tops? Well, that’s what Central Oregon and its Cascades are all about. You can practically skip your way from peak to snowy peak here, from Mt Hood, to Jefferson, to Bachelor, to Three-Fingered Jack and the lovely Sisters volcanoes. As you can imagine, there’s plenty of awesome skiing and mountaineering, along with stellar hiking and camping. And it’s not just mountain-lovers who come here – world-class biking, golfing, rafting, kayaking, fishing and rock climbing are also on offer.

As much as the outdoors beckon, the lively city of Bend provides plenty of good food and accommodations. Or head nearby to the sweet little town of Sisters for a more quaint, if touristy, atmosphere. Add a must-stop visit to Mt Hood’s historic Timberline Lodge or a getaway break in the region’s many peaceful lakeside resorts, and you’ll find that Central Oregon’s attractions are hard to beat.




When to Go

[image: bend-cc.jpg]

	Jul & Aug Hot summer weather; hike and camp around Mt Hood, or raft the Deschutes.

	Dec–Apr Awesome skiing at Mt Bachelor, Willamette Pass and around Mt Hood.

	Apr–Jun Prime time for rock climbing at Smith Rock or summiting Mt Hood.







Best Places to Eat

A Cowboy Dinner Tree

A Cottonwood Cafe

A El Sancho

A Bos Taurus

A Cascade Dining Room




Best Places to Stay

A Timberline Lodge

A McMenamins Old St Francis School

A Oxford Hotel

A Five Pine Lodge






Central Oregon & the Oregon Cascades Highlights

[image: 22-cent-oregon-cascades-ch-pnw8-jpg]

1 Mt Hood Hiking and camping in the wonderfully forested foothills, with a view of the snowy silhouette.

2 Timberline Lodge Carving powder at Oregon’s iconic resort.

3 Three Sisters Wilderness Photographing summer wildflowers.

4 Bend Sampling fine cuisine and craft beers, after golfing, rafting, skiing or mountain biking in the adventure wonderland nearby.

5 Smith Rock Setting up a multi-pitch climb or just hiking through these otherworldly, high desert rock formations.

6 Newberry National Volcanic Monument Peeking through a lava tube and walking through the moonscapes of this eerie park.

7 Deschutes River White-water rafting or fly-fishing on these cool, clear waters that run through sublime, pristine forests.




8Getting There & Away

Redmond Municipal Airport is located 18 miles north of Bend; several bus companies provide shuttle service.

Central Oregon Breeze ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-389-7469; www.cobreeze.com; 3405 N Hwy 97, Circle K) makes daily trips between Portland and Central Oregon (service to Bend $52, 4½ hours one way) as well as to Government Camp on Mt Hood ($40, 1¾ hours one way).




Mt Hood

The state’s highest peak, 11,240ft Mt Hood pops into view over much of northern Oregon whenever there’s a sunny day, exerting an almost magnetic tug on skiers, hikers and sightseers. In summer, wildflowers bloom on the mountainsides and hidden ponds shimmer in blue, making for some unforgettable hikes; in winter, downhill and cross-country skiing dominates people’s minds and bodies. Timberline Lodge, a handsome wooden gem from the 1930s, offers glorious shelter and (to guests and nonguests) refreshments all year – it shouldn’t be missed.

Mt Hood is accessible year-round on Hwy 26 from Portland (56 miles), and from Hood River (44 miles) on Hwy 35. Together with the Columbia River Hwy, these routes comprise the Mt Hood Loop, a popular scenic drive. Government Camp, the center of business on the mountain, is at the pass over Mt Hood.


1Sights


Timberline LodgeLANDMARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-547-1406; www.timberlinelodge.com; 27500 Timberline Rd)


The building of Timberline Lodge in 1936–37 was a huge project for the Works Progress Administration (WPA), which employed up to 500 workers to construct the 43,700-sq-ft, log-and-stone lodge by hand, using local stone and timber. To emphasize the area’s natural beauty, architects designed the six-sided central tower to echo the faceted peak of Mt Hood.





Lost LakeLAKE

(www.fs.usda.gov; 9000 Lost Lake Rd; day use per vehicle $7; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMay-Oct 15)


Take your own postcard photo of Mt Hood from Lost Lake, which frames the white peak rising from a deep-blue lake amid thick green forest. This inland side trip offers relief when the gorge gets too hot. To reach Lost Lake, which is 25 miles south of Hood River, take Hwy 281 from Hood River to Dee and follow the signs. Canoe and paddle boat rentals are available at the resort here.







2Activities

Portland’s favorite mountain getaway has fantastic hiking and mountain biking galore in summer and snow sports in winter (and into the summer at higher elevations).


Skiing

Trillium Lake, near the campground of the same name, is a very popular cross-country skiing loop. White River Canyon is another good trail, and starts at a Sno-Park on Hwy 35 (about 4 miles north of Hwy 26). Teacup Lake (www.teacupnordic.org; Hwy 35; day pass $10) is another great spot with nicely groomed trails.

Mt Hood Meadows ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-337-2222; www.skihood.com; lift tickets adult/child up to $89/44) offers around 10 miles of groomed wooded trails. Several other free (ungroomed) trails start from the same parking area, including an easy 1.3-mile trail to Sahalie Falls and a more challenging one to Elk Meadows.


TimberlineSKIING

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-272-3158; www.timberlinelodge.com; Government Camp; lift tickets adult/child $73/63)


Timberline boasts the longest ski season in North America and its legendary lodge is a must-visit for bar drinks, fireplace sit-downs and upscale dinners. Lift tickets are available in a wide range of options; check online.





Cooper Spur Ski AreaSKIING

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-352-6692; www.cooperspur.com; lift tickets adult/child $39/10, rope tow only $12/5; [image: icon-familygif]c)


On the northeast slopes of Mt Hood, this resort caters to beginners and families with mostly beginner/intermediate runs and a tubing area.





Mt Hood SkiBowlSKIING

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-272-3206; www.skibowl.com; Hwy 26; lift tickets $59, night skiing $43)


SkiBowl has the region’s largest night-ski area and the closest skiing to Portland, making it popular with Portlanders who buzz out for an evening on the slopes. Overall, it’s smaller than Meadows or Timberline.







Hiking

An outstanding guide that includes Mt Hood hikes is William L Sullivan’s 100 Hikes in Northwest Oregon. It’s also worth visiting a ranger station for maps and current information on the many hikes in the area. A Northwest Forest Pass (per day $5) is required at most trailheads.


A popular trail loops for 7 miles via lovely Ramona Falls, which tumbles 120ft down a face of mossy columnar basalt. To reach the trailhead from Zigzag, turn north onto Lolo Pass Rd, continue for 4 miles, then turn right onto USFS Rd 1825 and drive 3 miles further.

Hike a mile up from Hwy 26 to Mirror Lake, which reflects Mt Hood beautifully. You can hike a half-mile around the lake, then 2 miles beyond the lake to a ridge top. The trail begins between Miles 51 and 52 on Hwy 26, about 1.5 miles west of Government Camp.

Walk 2 miles (one way) on the gentle Old Salmon River Trail through riverside old-growth forest along the Salmon River. To reach the trailhead, turn south from Zigzag on Salmon River Rd and drive 2.6 miles. The trail follows the road, but the walk is still outstanding.

The mother of all trails is the (approximately) 40-mile Timberline Trail, which circumnavigates Mt Hood along a scenic wilderness of waterfalls, quiet reflecting lakes, wildflower meadows and mountain vistas. Parts of the trail may be closed due to washouts or fallen trees, so check with ranger stations as you plan your hike, especially in spring. The trail can be accessed from several points – noteworthy sections include the hike to McNeil Point and the short climb to Bald Mountain, both offering breathtaking scenery. From Timberline Lodge, Zigzag Canyon Overlook is a 4.5-mile round-trip through meadows of wildflowers to a canyon vista. Some trails can be snowbound until late July, and fording rivers can be a challenge, so stop in at a ranger station for details before you decide which part of the trail to take on.


CLIMBING MT HOOD

Mt Hood is the second-most-climbed peak over 10,000ft in the world, after Japan’s Mt Fuji. This isn’t to say Mt Hood does not require both climbing skills and stamina; nearly every year, a few people die making the ascent. Climbing is best between May and mid-July, and a typical climb from Timberline Lodge (where registration is mandatory) takes eight to 10 hours round-trip for a fit person. If you’re not an experienced climber, be safe and go with a guide service, such as Timberline Mountain Guides ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-312-9242; www.timberlinemtguides.com; 2-day summit per person $780).

Portland’s Mazamas (map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-227-2345; www.mazamas.org; 527 SE 43rd Ave; 8-week climbing course $525; [image: icon-hoursgif]hoffice hours 11am-7pm Mon-Thu, 10am-2pm Fri) is a mountaineering and hiking club (not a guide service) that educates people interested in mountaineering and sponsors climbs of many Northwest peaks, including Mt Hood.






Mountain Biking

When the snow is gone, Mt Hood SkiBowl is transformed into a mountain-bike downhill arena; bike rentals are available. If you’re more the cross-country type, however, cross Hwy 26 to the free Government Camp recreational trail network. The Crosstown Trail is a fairly easy 3-mile single track between Glacier View and the Summit Ski Area. More challenging trails sprout from it. Most of the cross-country skiing trails in the area are good for summertime mountain biking.




Permits & Passes

If you park at certain designated winter recreational areas from November 1 to April 30 (ie for cross-country skiing or snowshoeing), you’ll need a Sno-Park permit (one/three days $4/9, annual $25). These are available at Government Camp gas stations, DMV offices, most outdoor retailer shops and Timberline Lodge.

During the rest of the year, a Northwest Forest Pass (daily $5, annual $30) is required to park at most hiking trailheads; buy them at ranger stations and outdoor retailers.






4Sleeping


Lost Lake Resort & CampgroundLODGE, CAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-386-6366; www.lostlakeresort.org; USFS Rd 1340; tent/RV sites $29/35, d $120-265, cabins & yurts $80-235; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMay–mid-Oct; [image: icon-petgif]#)


This rustic spot has cozy lodge rooms with kitchenettes, 148 campsites and seven rustic cabins (pit toilets and showers outside) all nestled on Mt Hood’s northern flank. There’s a small store and motorless boat rentals; fishing is possible. Monday to Thursday nights are cheaper.





CampsitesCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%877-444-6777; www.recreation.gov; tent & RV sites $16-39)


The Mt Hood area has dozens of campgrounds with a variety of amenities; most have vault or flush toilets, drinking water, picnic tables and firepits. Reserve in summer. Tollgate and Camp Creek Campgrounds are along Hwy 26 with some nice stream-side sites. Large and popular Trillium Lake Campground has great views of Mt Hood.





Mt Hood Village RV ResortCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-255-3069; www.mthoodvillage.com; 65000 E US 26; tent sites $34, RV sites $47-53, yurts & cabins $55-113, tiny houses from $142; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s[image: icon-petgif]#)


The area’s largest RV park also has tent sites, yurts and cabins – and now a handful of adorable and trendy ‘tiny houses’ you can rent. Amenities include showers, indoor swimming pool, fitness center, store and a variety of sporting options (volleyball and basketball courts, horseshoes).





Summit Meadow CabinsCABIN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-272-3494; www.summitmeadow.com; cabins $190-265; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-petgif]#)


These five rustically comfortable cabins, sleeping two to 10 and each with different amenities (but all with kitchen), lie just south of Government Camp in the Trillium Lake basin. They make great bases for nature getaways. Trails surround the cabins; during winter, it’s a 1.5-mile cross-country ski in. Two-night minimum on weekends, when rates are higher. Reservations required.





Huckleberry InnINN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-272-3325; www.huckleberry-inn.com; 88611 E Government Camp Loop; r $95-165, 10-bed dm $160; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Simple and comfortably rustic rooms are available here, along with bunk rooms that sleep up to 10. It’s in a great central location in Government Camp. The casual restaurant (which doubles as the hotel’s reception) serves good breakfasts. Peak holiday rates are higher.





[image: icon-top-choice]oTimberline LodgeLODGE$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-547-1406; www.timberlinelodge.com; 27500 Timberline Rd; bunk r $165-221, d from $180; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s)


As much a community treasure as a hotel, this gorgeous historic lodge offers a variety of rooms, from dorms that sleep up to 10 to deluxe fireplace rooms. There’s a year-round heated outdoor pool, and the ski lifts are close by. Enjoy awesome views of Mt Hood, nearby hiking trails, two bars and a good dining room. Rates vary widely.







5Eating


Ram’s Head BarAMERICAN$$

(www.timberlinelodge.com/lodge/dining#rams; Timberline Lodge; mains $8-27; [image: icon-hoursgif]h2-11pm Mon-Thu, from 10:30am Fri-Sun)


Located on the open 2nd floor of Timberline Lodge is this casual bar-eatery with views of Mt Hood. It’s a great place to hang out and nibble on cheese plates or soups, salads and sandwiches. In winter, snag a window seat and order a hot buttered brandy, spiced cider or microbrew – and you’ll be in heaven.





Rendezvous Grill & Tap RoomAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-622-6837; www.thevousgrill.com; 67149 E Hwy 26, Welches; mains $12-29; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-8pm Tue-Sun, to 9pm Fri & Sat)


This excellent restaurant offers outstanding dishes such as wild salmon with caramelized shallots and artichoke hash or chargrilled pork chop with rhubarb chutney. Lunch means gourmet sandwiches, burgers and salads on the patio. Bonus: excellent cocktails.





Barlow Trail RoadhouseAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-622-1662; www.barlowtrailroadhouse.com; 69580 E US 26; mains $8-17; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-9pm Fri-Sun, from 8am Wed & Thu)


Old-fashioned eatery serving sandwiches, salads, steaks and a dozen kinds of burgers. Good stick-to-your-ribs breakfasts.





Mt Hood Brewing CoPUB FOOD$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-272-3172; www.mthoodbrewing.com; 87304 E Government Camp Loop, Government Camp; mains $12-24; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm)


Government Camp’s only brewery-restaurant offers a friendly, family-style atmosphere and pub fare including hand-tossed pizzas, sandwiches and short ribs.





[image: icon-top-choice]oCascade Dining RoomNORTHWESTERN US$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-272-3104; www.timberlinelodge.com/lodge/dining#cascade; dinner mains $28-52, lunch buffet $26; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7:30-10am, 11:30am-2pm & 6-8pm)


Chef Jason Stoller Smith prepares fine cuisine with a Northwestern emphasis at Timberline Lodge’s elegant restaurant. The wine cellar is award-winning (boasting more than 300 Oregon pinots) and the staff is knowledgeable; this is the place for that special meal with great views and atmosphere. Reserve for dinner; breakfast and lunch are more casual.







8Information

For maps, permits and information, contact regional ranger stations.

Hood River Ranger Station ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-352-6002; 6780 OR 35, Parkdale; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-4:30pm Mon-Fri)

Mt Hood Information Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-272-3301; 88900 E Hwy 26; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm) Located in Government Camp, in the Mt Hood Cultural Center & Museum building.

Zigzag Ranger Station ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-622-3191; 70220 E Hwy 26; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7:45am-4:30pm Mon-Sat)




8Getting There & Away


BUS

Central Oregon Breeze ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-847-0157; www.cobreeze.com; Government Camp Rest Area, Government Camp Loop) Transport from Bend to Portland, with optional stops in Government Camp ($48 one way). Reserve 24 hours ahead.

Park & Ride Bus (www.skihood.com/plan-a-trip/transportation-options/pdx-park-and-ride; Mt Hood Meadows; round-trip $25) Transports skiers from three Tri-Met stops in Portland to Mt Hood Meadows on winter weekends and holidays.

Sea to Summit ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-286-9333; www.seatosummit.net; round-trip from $59) Winter transport from Portland to various ski resorts.




CAR

For road conditions, check with the Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) TripCheck Traveler Information System ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-588-2941, 800-977-6368; www.tripcheck.com).

State law requires traction devices to be carried in vehicles during winter (in certain areas), and trailers are sometimes banned.








Maupin & the Lower Deschutes River

The Lower Deschutes River boasts some of the Northwest’s most renowned white-water rafting. For a dramatic peek at white water without getting wet, head to Sherars Falls, about 9 miles north of Maupin. You might see Native Americans dip-net fishing on wooden platforms right above the water. Maupin provides most of the area’s services and is an adorable small town to boot.


2Activities

This section of the Deschutes River is a world-class wonderland for white-water rafting and angling. The tiny town of Maupin has several river guide companies based here for fishing and rafting tours.


Fly-Fishing


Deschutes AnglerFISHING

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-395-0995; www.deschutesangler.com; 504 Deschutes Ave, Maupin; 1-day steelhead float trip $650)


Find fishing gear or arrange for guided trips on the Deschutes with this Maupin outfit.





Deschutes Canyon Fly ShopFISHING

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-395-2565; www.flyfishingdeschutes.com; 599 S US 197; casting lessons per hour $75; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-5pm Mon-Sat, to 1pm Sun)


This shop offers fly-fishing lessons and guided trips on the Deschutes.







Rafting

The Lower Deschutes River is ideal for rafting, with about 100 miles of mostly class III rapids flowing through stark canyon landscapes and basalt cliffs before mingling with the Columbia to the north. Most expeditions are one-day adventures that leave from Harpham Flat, about 5 miles upstream from Maupin (the nearest town), and end about 15 miles down the river at Sandy Beach. Longer two- and three-day excursions are also available.

A boater pass is required for all floaters (per person per day $2 weekdays, $6 to $8 weekends). It’s available online at www.recreation.gov/permits/251980, which also has details on this local system.


Imperial River CompanyRAFTING

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-395-3903; www.deschutesriver.com; 304 Bakeoven Rd, Maupin; half-day guided trips adult/child $60/52; [image: icon-familygif]c)


Guided trips particularly good for kids or those with no rafting experience – check out the ‘5-Mile Frenzy’ (per person $35), if you just want a taste of the action. Overnight trips also available.





All Star RaftingRAFTING

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-395-2201, 800-909-7238; www.asrk.com; 405 Deschutes Ave, Maupin; raft/kayak rental per day from $85/40, half-day trips from $60)


This company will customize Deschutes River rafting trips to suit your tastes and ability; you can also rent inflatable kayaks and rafts.





Deschutes River AdventuresRAFTING

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-723-8464; www.800-rafting.com; 602 Deschutes Ave, Maupin; kayak/raft rentals from $30/75; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm)


Get geared up for your rafting trip with this company, where you can rent kayaks or rafts and all the fixins. Guided trips are also available; groups must be at least four people.









4Sleeping


OasisCABIN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-395-2611; www.deschutesriveroasis.com; 609 US 97 S; RV & tent sites $30, cabins $70-110; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-petgif]#)


These 11 tiny cabins – relics left over from railroad construction in the 1900s – are simple but well-equipped, and most have kitchenettes. There’s a small restaurant on the premises, and raft shuttle services are offered. RV and campsites are nearby, closer to the river.





Maupin City ParkCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-395-2252; www.cityofmaupin.org/services; 206 Bakeoven Rd, Maupin; tent/RV sites from $28/36; [image: icon-petgif]#)


Near the Imperial River Company, this pleasant campground has running water, showers and RV hookups – along with a boat ramp. Kayaks and floats available to rent.





Imperial River CompanyMOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-395-3903; www.deschutesriver.com; 304 Bakeoven Rd, Maupin; d $105-199; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Maupin’s best stay is this modern riverside lodge, featuring a good variety of rooms that range from small and subdued to huge and magnificent. Rooms with river views cost significantly more, while prices are lower from Sunday to Thursday (and in winter). The restaurant has an awesome patio with log furniture over the river.







8Information

Maupin Area Chamber of Commerce ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-395-2698; http://cityofmaupin.org; 502 Deschutes Ave, Maupin; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-4pm Thu-Sun)






Mt Jefferson & the Metolius River

The Metolius River bursts in all its glory from a ferny hillside, flowing north through a beautiful pine-filled valley as it passes beneath Mt Jefferson, Oregon’s second-highest peak (10,495ft). This gorgeous, peaceful region offers fine recreational opportunities that include great hiking and biking, world-class trout fishing, riverside campgrounds and comfortable lodges. Summer is popular, but consider coming in fall when the crowds disperse and temperatures remain mild. In winter there’s good cross-country skiing.

To find the head of the Metolius, turn north from US 20 onto Camp Sherman Rd (USFS Rd 14), then turn right at the marked sign and continue 1.4 miles. A short path leads through ponderosa pines to remarkable Metolius Springs, where the river flows out of a hillside.

The tiny community of Camp Sherman (around 15 miles north of Sisters) provides a few resorts, two seasonal restaurants, a small general store and not much else.


2Activities

Trails lead from the Metolius Valley up into the Mt Jefferson Wilderness Area. For a serious but fabulous day hike, head up to Canyon Creek Meadows, where summer produces a vibrant wildflower display and great views onto the rugged 7841ft Three Fingered Jack (4.5 miles round-trip; $5 day-use pass required). To reach the trailhead from Sisters, drive 13 miles northwest on US 20. Just south of Suttle Lake, turn north on Jack Lake Rd, USFS Rd 12. It’s about 8 miles to the trailhead, at Jack Lake Campground.

From the same access road, there is a shorter hike that leads to three mountain lakes. One mile from the turnoff of US 20, take a west-turning fork (USFS Rd 1210) toward Round Lake. From here an easy 2-mile trail leads past tiny Long Lake to Square Lake, the highest of the trio. This area is still recovering from a large 2003 fire.

For less strenuous yet still excellent walking, follow the trails on either side of the Metolius River, accessed from Camp Sherman or any campground.

Note that between Memorial Day and October 31, you’ll need a day or overnight limited entry permit (free) to visit the Obsidian Area in the Three Sisters Wilderness and the Pamelia Area in the Mt Jefferson Wilderness. Reserve these permits well in advance, particularly for weekends and holidays, at www.recreation.gov or by calling [image: icon-phonegif]%1-877-444-6777.




4Sleeping & Eating


Riverside CampgroundCAMPGROUND$

(www.fs.usda.gov; Forest Rd 14, Camp Sherman; walk-in tent sites $12; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMay-Oct)


A small tent-only campground near the head of the Metolius River. Water is available.





Camp ShermanCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-338-7869; www.recreation.gov/camping/campgrounds/233198; Forest Rd 1419; tent sites $16-18)


Campground on the river north of Camp Sherman township.





Metolius River LodgesCABIN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-595-6290; www.metoliusriverlodges.com; 12390 SW Forest Service Rd 1419; cabins $125-345; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Just across the bridge from Metolius River Resort is this casual place with 13 cozy and comfy cabins – both attached and stand-alone – right next to the dreamy river. Many have kitchens and fireplaces, and some boast decks over the water (the ‘Salmonfly’ cabin has the best view).





[image: icon-top-choice]oMetolius River ResortCABIN$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-818-7688; www.metoliusriverresort.com; 25551 SW Forest Service Rd 1419; cabins $225-661; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W)


More like small houses, the 11 lovely cabins at this beautiful spot all have two bedrooms and well-equipped kitchens. Cabins sleep two to six people and each is decorated differently (as they’re owned by different people) so you may have, for example, a fireplace or children’s games. The river is nearby or at your doorstep. Two-night minimum; weekly discounts.





Hola!PERUVIAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-595-6420; www.holabend.com; 25545 SW Forest Service Rd, Camp Sherman; mains $20-30; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-10pm)


Dine on delicious Peruvian specialties like pork tamales, seco de pollo (chicken stew) and wok-fried seafood with onion, tomato and garlic sauce, in a woodsy cabin setting at the Metolius River Resort.





WORTH A TRIP

SMITH ROCK STATE PARK

Best known for its glorious rock climbing, Smith Rock State Park ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-551-6949; www.oregonstateparks.org; 9241 NE Crooked River Dr; day use $5) boasts rust-colored 800ft cliffs that tower over the pretty Crooked River. Nonclimbers have several miles of fine hiking trails, some of which involve a little simple rock scrambling. Nearby Terrebonne has a climbing store, along with some restaurants and grocery stores. The formations in the park are simply spectacular.

Smith Rock Climbing Guides Inc ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-788-6225; www.smithrockclimbingguides.com; Smith Rock State Park, Terrebonne; half-day per person from $65) This company offers a variety of climbing instruction (basic, lead, trad, multipitch, aid and self-rescue), along with guided climbs to famous routes at Smith Rock State Park. Gear is included. Prices depend on the number in your group. Open by appointment.

Peter Skene Ogden State Scenic Viewpoint (www.oregonstateparks.org; Hwy 97, Terrebonne) Just a couple miles north of Smith Rock, Peter Skene Ogden State Scenic Viewpoint highlights a stunning 300ft-deep gorge. You can walk over the old highway bridge and look down at the Crooked River waaay below.

Smith Rock Bivouac Area ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-551-6949; www.smithrock.com/campground-bivy; 9241 NE Crooked River Dr; sites per person $8) Showers and common firepits are available at this first-come, first-served walk-in campground at Smith Rock State Park.








Sisters

[image: icon-phonegif]%541 / POP 2700

Straddling the Cascades and high desert, where mountain pine forests mingle with desert sage and juniper, lies the darling town of Sisters. Once a stagecoach stop and trade town for loggers and ranchers, Sisters is today a bustling tourist destination whose main street is lined with boutiques, art galleries and eateries housed in Western-facade buildings. Visitors come for the mountain scenery, spectacular hiking, fine cultural events and awesome climate – there’s plenty of sun and little precipitation here. And while the town’s atmosphere is a bit upscale, people are still friendly and the backstreets are still undeveloped enough that deer are often seen nibbling neighbors’ garden plots.


1Sights & Activities


Dee Wright ObservatoryOBSERVATORY

(www.fs.fed.us/visit/destination/dee-wright-observatory; Hwy 242; [image: icon-hoursgif]hJun-Oct) [image: icon-free]F


Perched on frozen rock atop McKenzie Pass, Dee Wright Observatory is a small fortress built out of lava in 1935 by the Civilian Conservation Corps. It surveys a desolate volcanic landscape, but on a clear day you can witness a dozen volcanic cones and mountain peaks from its arched windows. A half-mile interpretive trail winds through the lava.





McKenzie Pass AreaAREA

(Hwy 242; [image: icon-hoursgif]hJun-Oct)


From the lava fields of 5325ft McKenzie Pass, you’ll find stunning views of the Cascade Range and one of the youngest and largest lava flows in continental USA. Intriguing hikes are scattered through the area.





Hoodoo Ski AreaSKIING

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-822-3337; www.hoodoo.com; Hwy 20; regular lift tickets adult/child $54/31; [image: icon-familygif]c)


About 40 miles west of Bend, and 22 miles northwest of Sisters, family-friendly Hoodoo is Oregon’s oldest downhill ski area. It sits on the summit of Santiam Pass, with five lifts and 800 acres. It’s fun for all kinds of winter sports; there’s a huge tubing area, and you can also rent snow bikes. There’s night skiing Friday and Saturday.







zFestivals & Events


Outdoor Quilt ShowCULTURAL

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-549-0989; www.sistersoutdoorquiltshow.org; [image: icon-hoursgif]h2nd Sat Jul)


At the wildly popular Outdoor Quilt Show, over a thousand quilts are on display throughout the packed-out town; many are hung up outside buildings.







4Sleeping

Nonreservable campsites (without showers) are available at the pleasant Creekside Campground (City Park Camping; [image: icon-phonegif]%541-323-5220; www.ci.sisters.or.us/creekside-campground; S Locust St; tent/RV sites $20/40; [image: icon-hoursgif]hApr-Nov), at the southern end of Sisters. Two free primitive campgrounds (no water) in the McKenzie Pass area are Scott Lake Campground and Lava Camp Lake Campground. Both have lakeside campsites and are first come, first served.


Bend/Sisters Garden RV ResortCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%888-503-3588; www.bendsistersgardenrv.com; 67667 US 20 W; tent & RV sites $52, cabins $62-68, cottages $139; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s[image: icon-petgif]#)


Comfortable sites about 3.5 miles southeast of Sisters and 15 miles northwest of Bend. Fun activities include mini-golf, a fishing pond and swimming pool with hot tub; there’s also a store.





Sisters Motor LodgeMOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-549-2551; www.sistersmotorlodge.com; 511 W Cascade St; r $149-189; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Choose from 11 cozy, clean and spacious rooms, each one unique, at this older but excellent lodge. The rooms come with homey decor and quilts, along with modern comforts such as a DVD player. Kitchenettes and two-bedroom suites are available, and there’s a peaceful little patio in the back.





Sisters Inn & SuitesMOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-549-7829; www.sistersinnandsuites.com; 605 N Arrowleaf Trail; d $160; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


At the edge of town is this motel with wonderful, spacious rooms, all boasting slick contemporary decor, fridge, microwave and either patio or balcony. Kitchenettes available.





[image: icon-top-choice]oFive Pine LodgeHOTEL$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%866-974-5900; www.fivepinelodge.com; 1021 Desperado Trail; d from $242, cabins from $265; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s[image: icon-petgif]#)


A superb Craftsman-style lodge, Five Pine has gorgeous, luxurious rooms, most of which have two levels, a fireplace and balcony or patio, and bathtubs that open to the sitting area and fill from a ceiling spigot (really). Cabins are also available, and use of the gym next door is included. Complimentary evening wine reception and bike rental.







5Eating


Sisters Coffee CompanyCAFE$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-549-0527; www.sisterscoffee.com; 273 W Hood Ave; breakfast sandwiches $8-10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-6pm)


Local, upscale bean roaster with high ceilings, stone fireplace, wonderfully comfortable, woodsy furniture and lots of antlers on the walls. The coffee and pastries are good, as are the creative breakfast sandwiches (try the wild smoked Coho salmon with herb Greek yogurt spread). Head upstairs for seating with a view.





[image: icon-top-choice]oSisters Meat & SmokehouseAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-719-1186; www.sistersmeat.com; 110 S Spruce St; sandwiches $10-13; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-7pm)


Get yer smoked sausage, meats, cheeses and jerkies at this modern interior, yet decidedly old-fashioned meat shop. There’s also a butcher counter selling locally raised beef and lamb perfect for grilling, and a deli using the delicious housemade goods in hot or cold sandwiches. Sit at a table or take it away; this is a top spot for protein-rich trail food.





[image: icon-top-choice]oCottonwood CafeAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-549-2699; www.cottonwoodinsisters.com; 403 E Hood Ave; breakfast $9-13, lunch mains $11-13; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-3pm)


Several incarnations of great restaurants have lived at this cozy little spot and the latest is no exception. Settle into a wood chair by the gas fireplace surrounded by local art, to ooh and ahh over breakfast delicacies from Benedicts and an all-star biscuits and gravy, to inventive dishes like ‘The Metolius’ made from cornmeal crusted tomatoes, poached eggs, bacon, béarnaise sauce and more.








6Drinking & Nightlife


Three Creeks BrewingBREWERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-549-1963; www.threecreeksbrewing.com; 721 Desperado Ct; mains $12-26, pizzas $10-14; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-9pm Sun-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat)


The place to go for handcrafted beer in Sisters. Try the Crowdpleaser IPA or the FivePine Chocolate Porter, or order a flight of tasters ($10) to wash down a Three Alarm burger (with jalapeños) or fish tacos. Sandwiches, salads and pizza are also available, and they’re a step up from the pub fare you might expect.







8Information

Chamber of Commerce ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-549-0251; www.sisterscountry.com; 291 E Main Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-3pm Mon-Fri)

Sisters Ranger Station ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-549-7700; www.fs.fed.us/r6; 2002 Forest Service Loop; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-4:30pm Mon-Fri)




8Getting There & Away

Cascades East Transit ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-385-8680; https://cascadeseasttransit.com; one-way fare $1.50) connects Sisters with Bend (30 minutes, three daily) and Redmond (25 minutes, three daily).




DON’T MISS

THREE SISTERS WILDERNESS

The beautiful 283,400-acre Three Sisters Wilderness ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-225-6300; www.fs.usda.gov; Northwest Forest Pass per day/year $5/30) spans the Cascade Range and is highlighted by the glaciered Three Sisters, three recent volcanic peaks each topping 10,000ft. The western slope of the wilderness is known for dense old-growth forest laced with strong rivers and streams.

The storied Pacific Crest Trail, easily accessed from Hwy 242 at McKenzie Pass, traverses the area.






Bend

[image: icon-phonegif]%541 / POP 94,520

Bend is where all lovers of the outdoors should live – it’s an absolute paradise. You can ski fine powder in the morning, paddle a kayak in the afternoon and play golf into the evening. Or would you rather go mountain biking, hiking, mountaineering, stand-up paddle boarding, fly-fishing or rock climbing? You can even surf a river wave in the center of town. Plus, you’ll probably be enjoying it all in great weather; the area gets nearly 300 days of sunshine each year.

Not all of Bend is pretty – Hwy 97 (3rd St) is a long commercial strip of cheap motels, fast-food restaurants and run-of-the-mill services. But something has to support Bend’s fast-growing population, which has skyrocketed with outdoor-lovers over the past decade or so.


1Sights


[image: icon-top-choice]oHigh Desert MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-382-4754; www.highdesertmuseum.org; 59800 Hwy 97; adult/child $12/7; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm May-Oct, 10am-4pm Nov-Apr; [image: icon-familygif]c)


This excellent museum, about 3 miles south of Bend, charts the exploration and settlement of the West, using reenactments of a Native American camp, a hard-rock mine and an old Western town. The region’s natural history is also explored; kids love the live snake, tortoise and trout exhibits, and watching the birds of prey and otters is always fun.





Newberry National Volcanic MonumentNATIONAL PARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-593-2421; www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/deschutes/recarea/?recid=66159; Hwy 97; day use $5; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMay-Sep)


About 13 miles south of Bend is this impressive area, a relatively recent volcanic region resulting from 400,000 years of volcanic activity. Newberry Caldera was formed by the eruption of what was one of the largest and most active volcanoes in Oregon. Successive flows cover 500 sq miles. As with Crater Lake, the summit of the volcano collapsed after a large eruption, creating a caldera.





Deschutes Historical MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-389-1813; www.deschuteshistory.org; 129 NW Idaho Ave; adult/child $5/2; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4:30pm Tue-Sat)


Located in an old grade school, this museum houses Native American and pioneer artifacts. There’s also historical information on the area’s logging, railroad and fur-trapping industries.





Lava River CaveCAVE

(www.fs.usda.gov; vehicle day pass $5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Jun-Aug, 10am-4pm May & Sep, closed Oct-Apr)


About 1 mile south of the Lava Lands visitor center, Lava River Cave is the only lava tube that’s developed for visitors (bring a flashlight or rent a lantern for $5).







2Activities

Beautiful riverside Drake Park, right downtown, is a good place to start exploring Bend’s many miles of riverfront walking trails.


Skiing


Mt Bachelor Ski ResortSKIING

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-829-2442; www.mtbachelor.com; lift tickets adult/child $99/56, cross-country day pass $21/14; [image: icon-hoursgif]hNov-May; [image: icon-familygif]c)


Bend hosts some of Oregon’s best skiing 22 miles southwest of town at Mt Bachelor Ski Resort, famous for its ‘dry’ powdery snow, long season and ample terrain (it’s the largest ski area in the Pacific Northwest). The resort has long advocated cross-country skiing in tandem with downhill and it maintains 35 miles of groomed trails. Note that lift tickets are $10 cheaper if you buy them online.





Powder HouseSKIING

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-389-6234; www.powderhousebend.com; 311 SW Century Dr; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm Sun-Thu, 8am-7pm Fri & Sat)


One of the area’s longest-running ski shops, offering services (boot fittings, ski tuning) as well as gear.







Mountain Biking

Bend is a mountain-biking paradise, with hundreds of miles of awesome trails to explore. The good Bend Area Trail Map ($12; www.adventuremaps.net/shop/product/product/bend-area-trail-map) is available at the Visit Bend tourist office and elsewhere.

The 8.5-mile (one way) Upper Deschutes River Trail runs from Meadow Day-Use Area (6 miles west of Bend, off Hwy 46; $5 day-use fee from May to September), past Lava Island Falls and Dillon Falls to Benham Falls. It’s a lovely riverside route that’s good for beginners and experts alike. Locals rave about the Phil’s Trail complex (www.bendtrails.org/trail/phils-trail-complex); the trailhead is off Skyliners Rd just west of town.


Pine Mountain SportsMOUNTAIN BIKING

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-385-8080; www.pinemountainsports.com; 255 SW Century Dr; 4hr rental from $25; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm Mon-Fri, from 9am Sat & Sun)


Mountain-bike rentals, plus accessories and heaps of information about local trails.





Hutch’s BicyclesMOUNTAIN BIKING

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-382-9253; www.hutchsbicycles.com; 725 NW Columbia St; per day from $30; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm Mon-Sat, 10am-5pm Sun)


Rent city bikes, e-bikes or mountain bikes from this friendly shop. There is also a branch on 3rd St.







Water Sports

One of Bend’s many charms is the pretty Deschutes River, which runs right through town and offers many opportunities for watery fun. Hop in at Riverbend Park, south of the Old Mill District, and float right through town on an inner tube or air mattress. For more thrills, surf or bodyboard the wave at Bend Whitewater Park (www.bendparksandrec.org/facility/bend-whitewater-park; McKay Park).


Sun Country ToursWATER SPORTS

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-382-6277; www.suncountrytours.com; 531 SW 13th St; SUP lessons $55, rafting trip $59)


This popular company in Bend does SUP, floating and rafting on the lower Deschutes and other Central Oregon rivers.





Tumalo Creek Kayak & CanoeWATER SPORTS

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-317-9407; www.tumalocreek.com; 805 Industrial Way; 2hr SUP/kayak/surfboard rentals $40/30/30; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm Mon-Sat, to 5pm Sun)


Rent kayaks, canoes, floats, surfboards, bodyboards and stand up paddleboards (SUPs); classes and tours are also available.









TTours


Roundabout Art RouteCYCLING

(www.roundaboutartroute.com)


There are 23 pieces of outdoor art in traffic roundabouts along this cycling route; you can tour them yourself or with a guide. A map is available at the visitor center.





Wanderlust ToursBOATING

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-862-2862; www.wanderlusttours.com; 61535 S Hwy 97, Suite 13; day tour adult/child $80/60; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-5pm)


Guided tours in the Bend area by canoe and kayak, some with beer- or coffee-tasting included. Book ahead.







zFestivals & Events


Pole Pedal PaddleCULTURAL

(www.pppbend.com; [image: icon-hoursgif]hmid-May)


Pole Pedal Paddle is a huge event that showcases Bend’s extraordinary outdoor resources – it’s a six-day relay race that includes skiing, biking, running and canoeing/kayaking.





Bend Summer FestivalPERFORMING ARTS

(www.bendsummerfestival.com; [image: icon-hoursgif]h2nd weekend Jul)


If you happen to be in Bend in July, check out the Bend Summer Festival, which features artists, street performers, live music, plenty of food and lots of fun.







4Sleeping


Bunk + Brew HostelHOSTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%458-202-1090; www.bunkandbrew.com; 42 NW Hawthorne Ave; dm $45, d $109-139; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W)


This super-cozy, central and social hostel lets you bunk in the oldest brick building in Bend. Everything is small but feels like home, plus a sauna and new bathhouse were under construction when we passed. Make friends in the kitchen or movie/video game room or take off on a walking or biking beer tour of town literally right out the door.





Holiday MotelMOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-382-4620; https://holidaymotelbend.business.site; 880 SE 3rd St; r from $54; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


This clean and well-tended motel is one of the better options on Bend’s commercial strip. Every room is decorated differently; some are downright gaudy, but all are comfy and the owners are lovely. Great value. Kitchenette available.





East Lake ResortCABINS$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-536-2230; www.eastlakeresort.com; 22430 E Lake Rd; tent/RV sites $25/36, d $99, cabins $149-279; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


This resort offers 12 rustic but comfortable cabins with kitchenettes; some boast lake views. There are also four motel-type rooms with outside coin-op showers, a grocery store, tackle shop, cafe and boat rentals. Tent/RV sites are also available. Located 18 miles east of Hwy 97.





Mill InnINN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-389-9198; www.millinn.com; 642 NW Colorado Ave; d $105-170; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W)


A 10-room boutique hotel with small, classy rooms decked out with velvet drapes and comforters; four share outside bathrooms. Full breakfast and hot-tub use are included, and there are nice small patios on which to hang out.





LaPine State ParkCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-452-5687, 541-536-2071; www.oregonstateparks.org; 15800 State Recreation Rd; tent/RV sites $26/29, cabins $46-89; [image: icon-petgif]#)


Just north of La Pine and 4 miles west off US 97, this piney campground has sites near the Deschutes River, along with hot showers and flush toilets.





Tumalo State ParkCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-551-6949, 541-388-6055; www.oregonstateparks.org; 64120 OB Riley Rd; tent/RV sites $21/33, yurts $46; [image: icon-petgif]#)


Riverside spots are best at this piney campground 5 miles northwest of Bend off US 20. Showers and flush toilets available.





Motel WestMOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-389-5577; https://motel-west-bend.business.site; 228 NE Irving St; d from $69; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


The rooms at this basic motel have all the usual amenities for a budget room, but also some fairly ostentatious design touches, like wild drapes and clashing comforters. It’s just off the main commercial drag.





[image: icon-top-choice]oMcMenamins Old St Francis SchoolHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-382-5174; www.mcmenamins.com; 700 NW Bond St; r from $189; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


One of McMenamins’ best venues, this old schoolhouse has been remodeled into a hotel – two rooms even have side-by-side clawfoot tubs. The fabulous tiled saltwater Turkish bath alone is worth the stay; nonguests can soak for $5. A restaurant-pub, three bars, a movie theater and artwork complete the picture.





Hillside InnB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-389-9660; www.bendhillsideinn.com; 1744 NW 12th St; ste $195; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Just two large suites are on tap at this stylish B&B, located in a peaceful residential street close to downtown. Both are beautiful and stylish with outdoor sitting areas, and one has kitchen facilities. There’s a common living room for hanging out, and breakfast is made to order. Hot tub available.





Loge – EntradaBOUTIQUE HOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-382-4080; www.logecamps.com/bend-or; 19221 SW Century Dr; dm $50, r $125-155; [image: icon-swimkgif]s)


New outdoor sports-oriented chain Loge has taken over this 1950s-era motel and given it a fantastic makeover. All rooms are spacious and available in a variety of bed configurations although most have a couch plus a hammock strewn across the middle (plus other gear you can try out and purchase). Dorms have a communal kitchen and lounge area.





Paulina Lake LodgeCABIN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-536-2240; www.paulinalakelodge.com; 22440 Paulina Lake Rd, La Pine; cabins from $127; [image: icon-petgif]#)


Thirteen miles east of Hwy 97 is this rustically pleasant resort with a handful of log cabins (sleeping up to 10). Each has its own kitchen and bathroom; some are more upscale than others. There’s also a restaurant, bar, small store and tackle shop; you can rent kayaks, canoes, paddle boats and stand-up paddleboards.





[image: icon-top-choice]oOxford HotelBOUTIQUE HOTEL$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-382-8436; www.oxfordhotelbend.com; 10 NW Minnesota Ave; r from $319; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Bend’s premier boutique hotel is deservedly popular. The smallest rooms are still huge (470 sq ft) and are decked out with ecofriendly features such as soy-foam mattresses and cork flooring. High-tech aficionados will love the iPod docks and smart-panel desks. Suites (with kitchen and steam shower) are available, and the basement restaurant is slick.





Pine Ridge InnINN$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-389-6137, 800-600-4095; www.pineridgeinn.com; 1200 Mt Bachelor Dr; d from $269; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


For modern luxury lodging there’s this splendid place just outside downtown. Many of the spacious suites have jetted tubs, romantic fireplaces and great views of the Deschutes River and Old Mill District, and all come with balcony or patio. It’s just five minutes from the riverside trail. A full, hot breakfast is included.







5Eating


[image: icon-top-choice]oEl SanchoMEXICAN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%458-206-5973; www.elsanchobend.com; 335 NE Dekalb Ave; tacos $2.75-3.25; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-10pm)


Fantastic, great-value Mexican served in a cool atrium-like setting that opens up in summer or is heated in winter. Every taco, from the chipotle chicken to Oaxacan cheese and green chile, is as good as you’ll find anywhere. Extras include fried plantains, tamales, chicken tortilla soup and kick-ass margaritas and pisco sours.





ChowAMERICAN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-728-0256; www.chowbend.com; 1110 NW Newport Ave; mains $10-17; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-2pm) [image: icon-sustainable]S


The signature poached egg dishes here are spectacular and involve layers of delicious things like polenta cakes, roasted vegetables, Mexican cheeses and cornmeal-crusted tomatoes (don’t miss the housemade hot sauces). Gourmet sandwiches including crab patty or braised corned beef are served for lunch. Much of the produce is grown in the garden, and there are good cocktails, too.





The BiteFOOD TRUCK$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-610-6457; www.thebitetumalo.com; 19860 7th St, Tumalo; mains $8-16; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm)


Great setting in Tumalo, between Bend and Sisters. Get your beer on tap at The Bite bar then purchase food from one of the handful of food trucks to eat at outdoor picnic tables or indoors by the bar. People regularly drive out here just to order the delectable, sustainable and wild-caught sushi at the Ronin Sushi cart.





Sparrow BakeryBAKERY$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-330-6321; www.thesparrowbakery.net; 50 SE Scott St; breakfasts $5-9; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-2pm)


This bakery is famous for its Ocean Rolls, a delicious cardamom-laced sweet pastry – but the breakfast sandwiches, including an outstanding cream cheese and lox bagel, are also great. Second location at 2748 NW Crossing Dr.





Spoken MotoFOOD TRUCK$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-306-6689; www.spokenmoto.com; 310 SW Industrial Way; mains $8-14; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-8pm Sun-Wed, to 10pm Thu-Sat)


Bend buzzes about this quirky warehouse-like pub/cafe in an old motorcycle mechanics shop. Food carts – from Mexican to to pizza – offer good grub in its large outdoor patio. There’s plenty of motorcycle or car parking and you can also check out a cool vintage motorcycle collection and peruse Spoken Moto clothing and gear.





10 Barrel Brewing CoAMERICAN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-678-5228; www.10barrel.com; 1135 NW Galveston Ave; mains $12-14, pizzas $15-20; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-11pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat)


Located in a charming house, this popular brewery-restaurant has a great patio for warm nights. The tasty pub-food menu includes starters such as fried brussels sprouts and steak or Gorgonzola nachos, while mains run the gamut from elk burgers to coconut-lime mussels. Sports lovers should head to the bar in the back. There’s a second location at 62950 Northeast 18th St.





Jackson’s CornerAMERICAN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-647-2198; www.jacksonscornerbend.com; 845 NW Delaware Ave; mains $10-20; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-9pm Sat-Thu, to 10pm Fri; [image: icon-familygif]c)


This homey corner restaurant, very popular with families, has a market-like feel and boasts seasonal ingredients. Homemade pizzas and pastas are always good, as are the organic salads (add on chicken, steak or prawns). There’s a kids’ menu and outside seating for sunny days; just remember to order at the counter first. Also at 1500 NE Cushing Dr.





[image: icon-top-choice]oSunriver Brewing CoGASTROPUB$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-408-9377; www.sunriverbrewingcompany.com; 1005 NW Galveston Ave; mains $12-15; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat)


In a town of many, many breweries, Sunriver stands out, not only for its delicious, award-winning beers (try the flagship Vicious Mosquito IPA), but also for its great food – from bratwurst sausages with fried brussels sprouts to a creamy mac ’n’ cheese topped with sockeye salmon. The pub front opens up to let the outside in on sunny days.





Victorian CaféBREAKFAST$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-382-6411; www.victoriancafebend.com; 1404 NW Galveston Ave; mains $13-26; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-2pm)


One of Bend’s best breakfast spots, the Victorian Café is especially awesome for its eggs Benedict (nine kinds). It’s also good for sandwiches, burgers, salads and bloody Marys. There’s really nice outdoor seating in summer. Be ready to wait for a table, especially on weekends.





10 Below Restaurant & LoungeNORTHWESTERN US$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-382-1010; www.oxfordhotelbend.com/the-kitchen.htm; 10 NW Minnesota Ave; dinner mains $14-40; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-10pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Nestled in the basement of the Oxford Hotel is this upscale restaurant serving breakfast, lunch and dinner. Expect classy, well-prepared and delicious food. Lunches from $9 to $14 are quick and good value, while dinner means fancy dishes made with locally produced meats. The wonton ahi tacos are awesome happy hour specials.





[image: icon-top-choice]oBos TaurusSTEAK$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-241-2735; www.bostaurussteak.com; 163 NW Minnesota Ave; mains $20-79; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-10pm)


Like a museum of the finest beef, Bos Taurus is a must splurge for meat lovers. The chefs here picked their cattle ranches via blind taste test and everything beyond has also been refined to the smallest detail. There’s always a fish dish and coq au vin on the menu for nonbeef eaters. Service is impeccable. Reserve ahead.





ZydecoAMERICAN$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-312-2899; www.zydecokitchen.com; 919 NW Bond St; dinner mains $17-38; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-2:30pm & 5-9pm Mon-Fri, 5-9pm Sat & Sun)


Zydeco is one of Bend’s most acclaimed restaurants, and with good reason. Start with the duck fries (french fries fried in duck fat) or beet salad with goat cheese, then move on to your main course: seared ahi tuna, crawfish jambalaya or roasted duck with mushroom gravy. Reserve.





ArianaEUROPEAN$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-330-5539; www.arianarestaurantbend.com; 1304 NW Galveston Ave; mains $25-39, 4-course menu $70; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-9pm Tue-Sat) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Cozy and intimate, Ariana is housed in an old bungalow and serves excellent European-inspired cuisine. Start with the beef carpaccio before leading into wild seared scallops or rack of lamb with salsa verde. Reserve ahead – there are only 12 tables, with outdoor seating in summer.





DON’T MISS

COWBOY DINNER TREE

The wonderfully bizarre Cowboy Dinner Tree ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-576-2426; www.cowboydinnertree.net; 50836 E Bay Rd, Silver Lake; meals $33, kids menu $11, children 6yr & under free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4-8:30pm Thu-Sun, reduced hours winter; [image: icon-familygif]c) is one of the most real and unique Wild West eating experiences in Oregon. Order a whole spit-roasted chicken or a 26 to 30oz grilled steak. No sharing allowed. It’s all served family style with bowls of salad, soup, dinner rolls, baked potatoes and a dessert. Share the wood shack setting with hunters, fisherfolk and wide-eyed tourists. Cash only. No alcohol served. Reservations essential.

From Bend, go south on Hwy 97 for 31 miles, then turn left onto SR-31 for 47 miles; in Silver Lake, go south on E Bay Rd for 4.5 miles.






6Drinking & Nightlife


Palate: A Coffee BarCOFFEE

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-321-8098; www.palatecoffeebar.com; 643 NW Colorado Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-4pm)


This cute and cozy hangout in a woodsy little bungalow serves impeccable espresso made with beans from Stumptown and Coava. Good place to nestle in with a book.





Crux Fermentation ProjectBREWERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-385-3333; www.cruxfermentation.com; 50 SW Division St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-9pm Sun-Thu, to 9:30pm Fri & Sat; [image: icon-familygif]c[image: icon-petgif]#)


This local favorite is located in an industrial neighborhood (don’t let the ‘no trespassing’ and ‘private road’ signs put you off). It has a casual atmosphere, with fermentation tanks behind glass windows housing unique experimental beers. Try a tasting flight with six 5oz pours. There’s outdoor seating, food carts for grub and it’s family and dog friendly.





Thump CoffeeCAFE

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-388-0226; www.thumpcoffee.com; 25 NW Minnesota Ave; espresso drinks from $3; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-5:30pm Mon-Fri, from 7am Sat & Sun)


Some of Bend’s best coffee can be found at this elegant little coffee shop downtown, which roasts its own beans.





Deschutes Brewery & Public HouseCAFE

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-382-9242; www.deschutesbrewery.com; 1044 NW Bond St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-10pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat)


Bend’s first microbrewery serves good, hearty food (fish-and-chips, burgers, salads) at its beautiful two-story restaurant. Noteworthy beers include Mirror Pond Pale Ale, Black Butte Porter and Obsidian Stout, as well as anything on the seasonal or pub-only menu. Deschutes’ Red Chair NWPA was voted ‘world’s best beer’ in the 2012 World Beer Awards.





Bend Brewing CoBREWERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-383-1599; www.bendbrewingco.com; 1019 NW Brooks St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-10pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat)


This casual pub-restaurant has a good location near the river, with a great patio for warm days. Order one of the award-winning brews, such as the hoppy Elk Lake India Pale Ale, or the robust Pinnacle Porter. On Mondays, you get discounts on certain growler refills. Typical pub food (burgers and salads) is also available.







3Entertainment


Volcanic Theatre PubTHEATER

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-323-1881; www.volcanictheatre.com; 70 SW Century Dr; tickets from $10)


This great but slightly grungy all-ages venue hosts live music and theater in an old warehouse with mismatched sofas and comfy chairs.





Tower TheatreTHEATER

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-317-0700; www.towertheatre.org; 835 NW Wall St)


This historic movie theater was built in 1940 and is now used as a venue for live music, film screenings, plays and other events.





Shakespeare in the ParkTHEATER

(www.shakespearebend.com; Drake Park; tickets $25-75; [image: icon-hoursgif]hlate Aug)


Annual, fun, late August performances of a Shakespeare play in Drake Park, with food and drinks available.







8Information

Bend-Fort Rock Ranger District ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-383-5300; www.fs.usda.gov; 63095 Deschutes Market Rd; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7:45am-4:30pm Mon-Fri) For camping and hiking information, plus trail conditions. A better-located visitor center on Hwy 46, toward Mt Bachelor, is being planned.

Lava Lands Visitor Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-593-2421; www.fs.usda.gov; 58201 S Hwy 97; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm late May-Oct) Start your visit to Newberry National Volcanic Monument at the Lava Lands Visitor Center, about 13 miles south of Bend.

Visit Bend ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-382-8048; www.visitbend.com; 750 NW Lava Rd; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Mon-Fri, 10am-4pm Sat & Sun) Great information, plus maps and recreation passes.




8Getting There & Away

The Redmond Municipal airport is located 18 miles north of Bend; several bus companies provide shuttle service.

Central Oregon Breeze offers transport to Portland two or more times daily ($52 one way); reserve ahead.

Grant County People Mover (www.grantcountypeoplemover.com) goes to the John Day area three times weekly.

You can catch the Mt Bachelor Shuttle (www.mtbachelor.com/info/mtbachelor-shuttle; Hawthorne Station) from Bend to Mt Bachelor at the Cascade East Transit Hawthorne station or the Park-and-Ride lot at SW Columbia and Galveston St. Tickets are $5 and a 10-ride punch card is $40.

High Desert Point ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-382-4193; www.oregon-point.com/highdesert-point; Hawthorne Station) buses link Bend with Chemult, 65 miles south, where the nearest train station is located ($28 one way). It also has bus services to Eugene, Ontario and Burns.




8Getting Around

Cascades East Transit ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-385-8680; www.cascadeseasttransit.com) is the regional bus company in Bend, covering La Pine, Mt Bachelor, Sisters, Prineville and Madras. It also provides bus transport within Bend.

The greenest way of getting around town is by renting a bicycle; try Cog Wild ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-385-7002; www.cogwild.com; 255 SW Century Dr, Suite 201; half-day tours from $60, rentals $35-80; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm).






Cascade Lakes

Long ago, lava from the nearby volcanoes choked this broad basin beneath the rim of the Cascade Range. Lava flows dammed streams, forming lakes. In other areas, streams flowed underground through the porous lava fields to well up as lake-sized springs. Still other lakes formed in the mouths of small, extinct craters.

Hwy 46, also called the Cascade Lakes Hwy, loops roughly 100 miles between high mountain peaks, linking together this series of lovely alpine lakes (though many of them aren’t visible from the road). Cyclists pedal the road in summer, while skiers and snowmobilers take over during winter. There are several trailheads in the area – it’s great backpacking territory.

Beyond Mt Bachelor, the road is closed from November to April or May, depending on weather.


4Sleeping


Sparks Lake CampgroundCAMPGROUND

(Hwy 46; campsites free; [image: icon-hoursgif]hJul-Sep) [image: icon-free]F


One of the most scenically situated campgrounds on the Cascade Lakes Scenic Byway, with views of Mt Bachelor and meadows. Pit toilets available; no water. First come, first served.





Elk Lake ResortCABIN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-480-7378; www.elklakeresort.net; Hwy 46; tent sites $25, rustic cabins $70, glamping tents $99; [image: icon-petgif]#)


Elk Lake is the most buzzing and best equipped of the resorts in this area; it has cabins ranging from very rustic (no electricity, outside bathroom, bring your own linens) to comfortably cozy. Camping and RV sites are also available. There’s a restaurant here, and you can rent all kinds of equipment, from boats to snowshoes. The fancier cabins start at $239 per night.





Cultus Lake ResortCABIN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-408-1560; www.cultuslakeresort.com; Hwy 46; cabins $85-175; [image: icon-hoursgif]hmid-May–Sep; [image: icon-petgif]#)


This pleasant lakeside resort offers several homey cabins with a two-night minimum; from July 4 to Labor Day they rent by the week only. There’s a restaurant (closed Monday) and marina, too. New owners are still finding their feet but have their heart in the business.





Twin Lakes ResortCABIN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-382-6432; www.twinlakesresort.net; cabins $135-229; [image: icon-hoursgif]hmid-Apr–Oct)


The cabins here are simple yet comfortable, and can sleep up to 16. All have lake views. One cabin for two is available for $80. Book far in advance, as these fill up quickly in summer. There’s also a restaurant (closed Monday and Tuesday), general store and boat rentals available.





WHO’S WHO OF THE CASCADE LAKES

Tiny Todd Lake offers views of Broken Top and relative seclusion, as getting here requires a quarter-mile hike. Sparks Lake, in a grassy meadow popular with birds, is in the process of transforming itself into a reedy marsh. Hosmer Lake is stocked with catch-and-release Atlantic salmon, making it popular with anglers (and osprey and beavers). Little Lava Lake is the source of the mighty Deschutes River – there’s a nice campground here too.

The Deschutes is dammed at Crane Prairie Reservoir, where ospreys fish in the shallow lake water and use dead trees for nesting.








Willamette Pass

Southeast from Eugene, the Willamette River leaves its wide valley and is immediately impounded into reservoirs. By the time it reaches Oakridge, the Willamette is restored to a rushing mountain river, and Hwy 58 climbs steadily up the Cascade Range’s densely forested western slope.

At the Cascade crest, near Willamette Pass, are some beautiful lakes and wilderness areas, and Oregon’s second-highest waterfall, 286ft Salt Creek Falls. There’s good hiking here, and in winter the area is popular for downhill and cross-country skiing. Along the way, you can soak in warm waters at undeveloped McCredie Hot Springs; it’s close to the road and clothing-optional. The unpaved turnout is just past Blue Pool Campground, about 50 miles east of Eugene.


1Sights


Waldo LakeLAKE

(www.fs.usda.gov)


At an elevation of 5414ft on the very crest of the Cascades, Waldo Lake has no stream inlets – the only water that enters is snowmelt and rainfall. It is one of the purest bodies of water in the world and is the source of the Willamette River. The lake is amazingly transparent – objects 100ft below the surface are visible.





Odell & Crescent LakesLAKE

(National Forest Rd 60)


Immediately on the eastern slope of Willamette Pass is gorgeous Odell Lake, resting in a steep glacial basin. Hiking trails lead into relatively unexplored wilderness from lakeside campgrounds. In winter, the lake becomes a popular cross-country skiing destination.







2Activities


Hiking

A day-use pass ($5) is required for the following hikes. Trails are snow-free from around July to October.

The 22-mile Waldo Lake Trail encircles Waldo Lake and is bikable. A less ambitious hike leads 3.4 miles from North Waldo Campground to rocky beaches at the outlet of the Willamette River; make it an 8-mile loop by returning via Rigdon Lakes, which lie at the base of a volcanic butte. Note that this hike is popular with mountain bikers, and goes through a 2006 fire area.

From the west end of Odell Lake, energetic hikers should consider the 5.3-mile one-way hike to Yoran Lake for a great view of 8744ft Diamond Peak. A popular hike from Odell Lake Resort leads 3.8 miles to Fawn Lake, below two rugged peaks.




Skiing

The Willamette Pass Resort ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-345-7669; www.willamettepass.com; Hwy 58, Crescent; lift tickets adult/child $60/40) is 70 miles southeast of Eugene and 70 miles southwest of Bend with steep slopes and great views. Odell Lake is a popular spot for cross-country skiing.






4Sleeping


North Waldo Lake CampgroundCAMPGROUND$

(www.recreation.gov/camping/campgrounds/233364; off USFS Rd 5897; tent & RV sites from $22; [image: icon-hoursgif]hJun-Oct)


Campgrounds don’t get much better than this lovely and rustic spot on Waldo Lake, but bring mosquito repellent. Located 11 miles off Hwy 58, near the end of USFS Rd 5898.





Odell Lake ResortLODGE$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-433-2540; www.odelllakeresort.com; 21501 East Odell Rd; d $80-160, cabins $110-340, campsites $14-18; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


This casual family resort has small lodge rooms with a pleasant common living room. Also available are about a dozen cabins, each with kitchen and fireplace, that sleep up to 16. There’s a restaurant, along with bike and boat rentals (from $30). Located 6 miles east of Willamette Pass and just off Hwy 58, right on Odell Lake. Great for winter sports too.





Hoodoo’s Crescent Lake ResortLODGE$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-433-2505; www.crescentlakeresort.com; National Forest Rd 60; cabins $110-290; [image: icon-hoursgif]hmid-May–mid-Sep; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


A variety of cabins (sleeping up to 11) are on tap here, most with kitchen and some with fireplace. Aquacycles, kayaks and mountain bikes are available for rent, and there’s a restaurant with a nice patio too. It’s about 10 miles southeast of Willamette Pass Resort.





Willamette Pass InnMOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-433-2211; www.willamettepassinn.com; 19821 Hwy 58; chalets $175, r $126-166; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


This is the closest motel to the ski area, with very spacious and beautiful rooms, most boasting fireplaces and kitchenettes. Privately owned cabins are also available. It’s 7 miles east of Willamette Pass.







8Information

The pass divides two national forests.

Crescent Ranger District ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-433-3200; www.fs.usda.gov/goto/centraloregon/offices; 136471 Hwy 97, Crescent; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-4:30pm Mon-Fri) For details on the Deschutes National Forest, contact the Crescent Ranger District.

Middle Fork Ranger Station ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-782-2283; www.fs.usda.gov; 46375 Hwy 58, Westfir; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-4:30pm Mon-Fri) For information on the Willamette National Forest, including Waldo Lake, contact the Middle Fork Ranger Station.











Oregon Coast


Northern Oregon Coast

Astoria

Seaside

Cannon Beach

Manzanita

Nehalem & Wheeler

Tillamook

Lincoln City

Depoe Bay

Newport

Yachats

Southern Oregon Coast

Florence

Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area

Reedsport

Coos Bay & North Bend

Charleston & Around

Bandon

Port Orford

Gold Beach

Brookings





Oregon Coast

[image: 23-oregon-coast-loc-pnw8-jpg]



Why Go?

A drive along Oregon’s coast is a scenic adventure any time of year. Rocky headlands loom high above the ocean, providing astounding vistas, while craggy rocks lie scattered along the shoreline like oceanic sentinels. The Coast Range is deeply etched by great rivers and patched with forests, offering outdoor enthusiasts excellent boating, fishing and hiking. The Oregon Dunes – among the largest coastal dunes in the world – stretch for more than 50 miles and, just offshore, gray whales migrate from Alaska to Mexico and back.

Thanks to a far-sighted government in the 1910s, Oregon’s 363-mile Pacific Coast was set aside as public land and strung with more than 70 state parks and protected areas. The northern Oregon coast has developed more quickly than the southern end, offering travelers a choice between bustling beach resorts and blissfully laid-back retreats.




When to Go

[image: newport-cc.jpg]

	Jul & Aug Hit the beach or go camping – but be prepared for crowds and high prices.

	Nov–Jun Gray whales migrate north (March to June) or south (mid-December to January).

	Dec–Mar Storm-watchers’ heaven – the crowds are gone and there’s plenty of bargain lodging.







Best Places to Eat

A Rising Star Cafe

A Blackfish Cafe

A Local Ocean Seafoods

A Waterfront Depot

A Yachats Brewing & Farmstore




Best Places to Stay

A Wildspring Guest Habitat

A Tu Tu’ Tun Lodge

A Newport Belle

A Heceta Head Lighthouse B&B

A Commodore Hotel






Oregon Coast Highlights

[image: 23-oregon-coast-ch-pnw8-jpg]

1 Seaside Nibbling fresh-off-the-boat fish, crab cakes or chowder in laid-back Seaside or many adorable coastal towns like it.

2 Depoe Bay Spotting mighty gray whales during their migrations from a serene, forested point.

3 Manzanita Looking for mussels along Cape Falcon or sweating up Neahkahnie Mountain Trails for one of the coast’s best views.

4 Newport Checking out the jellyfish, sea otters and sharks at the delightful Oregon Coast Aquarium.

5 Three Capes Scenic Drive Cruising, hiking lush forests and gasping at the sea views along this stunning route.

6 Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area Camping, hiking and playing among the awe-inspiring sand lands.

7 Heceta Head Lighthouse Counting photogenic lighthouses along the coast, like this one at the end of a beautiful, blustery trail.




NORTHERN OREGON COAST

Oregon’s northern coast stretches from the mouth of the Columbia River south to Florence. Here lie the state’s biggest and most touristy beach towns – Seaside, Cannon Beach and Lincoln City – while Depoe Bay is great for whale-watching and Newport is famous for its excellent aquarium.

Because of its popularity, the northern coast tends to get clogged with weekend visitors from Portland and the Willamette Valley. Since US 101 is mostly a two-lane highway, traffic can slow to 20mph in sections – especially with the many RVs on the road. Expect to join the masses during summer months, when the beaches fill with crowds and lodging prices skyrocket.


PERMITS

Many attractions along Oregon’s coast require a $5 day-use permit to visit. With the multi-agency Oregon Pacific Coast Passport, you’ll pay $35 for an annual pass (or $10 for a five-day one) that includes many of these top sights. You can buy this pass at various locations along the coast; for a list and details, see www.fs.usda.gov.

For information about other permits and fees, including fishing licenses, contact the Department of Fish & Wildlife (www.dfw.state.or.us).




8Getting There & Away

Several buses service the northern Oregon coast although most people drive there. Expect lots of traffic during summer and on sunny weekends. Timing your trip at irregular hours or taking backroads can save hours.

The most useful bus service is Northwest Point ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-484-4100; www.oregon-point.com/northwest-point), which runs buses from Astoria to Portland (and vice versa) twice daily, stopping at Cannon Beach.

Take Pacific Transit ([image: icon-phonegif]%360-642-9418; www.pacifictransit.org) buses to go over the border to Washington from Astoria, and Sunset Empire Transit ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-861-7433; www.ridethebus.org; 900 Marine Dr; one-way fare $3) buses to go from Astoria to Cannon Beach, Seaside, plus other coastal stops on a varying schedule depending on day and season.

Tillamook County Transportation (The Wave; [image: icon-phonegif]%503-815-8283; www.tillamookbus.com) buses go south from Tillamook toward Manzanita and Lincoln City several times daily, while Lincoln County Transit ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-265-4900; www.lincoln.or.us/transit; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMon-Sat) bus routes connect Lincoln City to Newport and Yachats.

[image: 23-nthn-oregon-coast-pnw8-jpg]




Astoria

[image: icon-phonegif]%503 / POP 9863

Named after America’s first millionaire, John Jacob Astor, Astoria sits at the 5-mile-wide mouth of the Columbia River and was the first US settlement west of the Mississippi. The city has a long seafaring history and has seen its old harbor, once home to poor artists and writers, attract fancy hotels and restaurants in recent years. Inland are many historical houses, including lovingly restored Victorians – a few converted into romantic B&Bs. Its nonbeach-y vibe gives it a special ambience on the coast.


1Sights

Astoria has been the setting and shooting location for movies such as The Goonies, Kindergarten Cop and the Free Willy and Ring series. The Goonies in particular has drawn endless streams of film fans to various iconic locations around town – to the extent that the owner of the famous Goonies House finally got fed up and shuttered the place. But even though the house is off-limits, there are plenty of other film-related sites to check out; start at the old jail (Oregon Film Museum; www.oregonfilmmuseum.com; 732 Duane St; adult/child $6/2; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-4pm Oct-Apr, 10am-5pm May-Sep; [image: icon-familygif]c), now a film museum.

Adding to the city’s scenery is the 4.1-mile Astoria–Megler Bridge, the longest continuous truss bridge in North America, which crosses the Columbia River into Washington state. See it from the Astoria Riverwalk, which follows the trolley route. Pier 39 is an interesting covered wharf with an informal cannery museum and a couple of places to eat.


Lewis & Clark National Historical ParkHISTORIC SITE

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-861-2471; www.nps.gov/lewi; 92343 Fort Clatsop Rd; adult/child $5/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm mid-Jun–Aug, to 5pm Sep–mid-Jun)


Five miles south of Astoria, this historical park holds Fort Clatsop (adult/child $7/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm Jun-Aug, to 5pm Sep-May), a reconstructed fort similar to the one the Corps of Discovery occupied during their miserable winter of 1805–06. There’s expedition history and artifacts at the visitor center, and costumed docents demonstrate common fort occupations such as candle-making, leather-tanning and canoe-building.





Columbia River Maritime MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-325-2323; www.crmm.org; 1792 Marine Dr; adult/child $14/5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9:30am-5pm; [image: icon-familygif]c)


Astoria’s seafaring heritage is well interpreted at this wave-shaped museum. It’s hard to miss the retired Coast Guard boat, frozen mid-rescue, through a huge outside window. Other exhibits highlight the salmon-packing industry and the Chinese immigrants who made up the bulk of its workforce; the river’s commercial history; and the crucial job of the bar pilot.





Fort Stevens State ParkPARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%ext 21 503-861-3170; www.oregonstateparks.org; 100 Peter Iredale Rd, Hammond; day use $5)


Ten miles west of Astoria, this park holds the historic military installation that once guarded the mouth of the Columbia River. Near the Military Museum ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-861-2000; http://visitftstevens.com; day-use fee $5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm May-Sep, to 4pm Oct-Apr) [image: icon-free]F are gun batteries dug into sand dunes – interesting remnants of the fort’s mostly demolished military stations (truck and walking tours available).





Astoria ColumnLANDMARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-325-2963; www.astoriacolumn.org; 1 Coxcomb Dr; parking $5; [image: icon-hoursgif]hdawn-dusk, gift shop 9am-5:30pm Mon-Fri, to 5pm Sat & Sun)


Rising high on Coxcomb Hill, the Astoria Column (built in 1926) is a 125ft tower painted with scenes from the westward sweep of US exploration and settlement. The top of the column (up 164 steps) offers excellent views over the area.





Flavel HouseHISTORIC BUILDING

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-325-2203; www.cumtux.org; 441 8th St; adult/child $6/2; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-4pm Oct-Apr, 10am-5pm May-Sep)


The extravagant Flavel House was built by Captain George Flavel, one of Astoria’s leading citizens during the 1880s. The Queen Anne house has been repainted in its original colors and the grounds have been returned to Victorian-era landscaping; it has great views of the Columbia River, too.





Heritage MuseumMUSEUM

(www.cumtux.org; 1618 Exchange St; adult/child $4/2; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm May-Sep, 11am-4pm Tue-Sat Oct-Apr)


Housed in the former city hall, the Heritage Museum commemorates Astoria’s various ethnic communities and early settlers. There’s a lot of interactive stuff for kids to look at, and a room dedicated to the Clatsop tribe.





RAZOR CLAMMING ON THE OREGON COAST

The Pacific razor clam is one of the most lauded edible critters of the Pacific Northwest. It’s a 3in to 6in, oblong clam with a neck that extends out the side. More tender than most clams, they are delicious fried or even raw. And with some patience, speed and the right gear, you can catch them yourself.

The densest razor clam populations are found from Clatsop Spit, at the mouth of the Columbia River near Astoria, around 18 miles along the sandy beach to Seaside. Check tide tables for a minus tide and plan on arriving two hours before peak low tide. You’ll need a shellfish license (three-day license $19 for nonresidents; found at most fishing shops as well as some markets and supermarkets) and a shovel or clam gun (rentals available at bait and fishing shops); rubber boots and a bucket are also a good idea.

Check online for instructions (https://myodfw.com/articles/how-razor-clam) or ask a local to help you. The clams are fast! You can find them by looking for marble-sized holes in the sand. Sometimes pounding the sand with the butt of your shovel can help uncover these holes. Then you’ll need to thrust your shovel in the sand about 6in, tip it forward toward the clam, then reach your hand into the hole to pull it out. It’s challenging but fun, and ultimately delectable if you catch any.






zFestivals & Events


Festival of the Dark ArtsBEER

(1483 Duane St, Fort George Brewery; $10, with tastings $40; [image: icon-hoursgif]hmid-Feb)


Each year in February, Fort George Brewery celebrates the darkest of beers – ever-lovely stout – with a festival of darkness: there are some 60 specialty stouts available for tasting, plus live music, fire dancers, metalsmiths, tarot readings, tattoo artists and tintype photography. Buy tickets and book accommodations well in advance.





Crab & Seafood FestivalFOOD & DRINK

(http://astoriacrabfest.com; Clatsop County Fair & Expo Center; [image: icon-hoursgif]hlate Apr)


Astoria’s biggest annual event brings 200 wine, seafood, clothing and crafts vendors together on the last full weekend in April.







4Sleeping


Norblad HotelHOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-325-6989; www.norbladhotel.com; 443 14th St; d $89-109, ste $129; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


This central hotel offers simple but elegant private rooms, most with shared bathroom (just one is en suite). There are also a communal kitchen, lounge area and plenty of spaces to hang out. Some rooms have flat-screen TVs and peeks at the river.





Fort Stevens State ParkCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-861-1671; https://oregonstateparks.org; 100 Peter Iredale Rd, Hammond; tent/RV sites $22/32, yurts/cabins $46/90)


About 560 sites (most for RVs) are available at this popular campground 10 miles west of Astoria. Great for families; reserve in summer. Entry off Pacific Dr.





[image: icon-top-choice]oCommodore HotelBOUTIQUE HOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-325-4747; www.commodoreastoria.com; 258 14th St; d with/without bath from $164/89; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Hip travelers should make a beeline for this stylish hotel, which offers attractive but small, minimalist rooms. Choose a room with bathroom or go Euro style (sink in room, bathroom down the hall; ‘deluxe’ rooms have better views). There’s a lounge-style lobby with cafe, free samples of local microbrews from 5pm to 7pm, an impressive movie library and record players to borrow.





Franklin Street Station B&BB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-325-4314; www.astoriaoregonbb.com; 1140 Franklin Ave; d $95-165; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W)


This well-located B&B, built in 1900, is done up like a doll’s house, with six classic rooms; each has a private bath and some have balconies and river views. Most rooms have TV, fridge and microwave; go for the Starlight attic room for a cozy, romantic feel.





Rose River Inn B&BB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-325-7175; www.roseriverinn.com; 1510 Franklin Ave; d $115-170; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W)


This friendly, casual country-style B&B offers five handsome rooms (all with private bathroom), including a two-bedroom suite. The breakfast room offers river views; a chihuahua roams the premises. Over 16s only.





Hotel ElliottHISTORIC HOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-325-2222; www.hotelelliott.com; 357 12th St; d from $229, ste from $249; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Standard rooms have charming period elegance at this historic hotel. For more space, get a suite (the ‘presidential’ boasts two bedrooms, two baths, a grand piano and rooftop deck). There’s also a rooftop terrace with great views, and a wine bar open Wednesday to Sunday.





Cannery Pier HotelHOTEL$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-325-4996, 888-325-4996; www.cannerypierhotel.com; 10 Basin St; d from $329; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Located on a pier at the west end of town, this luxurious hotel offers fine rooms right over the water, with balconies, bridge views, contemporary furnishings and bathtubs that open to the room. Perks include afternoon wine socials, continental breakfast and a free ride in a vintage car. Spa and Finnish sauna on the premises.





OREGON COAST WITH KIDS

The Oregon coast is a great destination for families. Cities like Seaside and Newport have affordable accommodations, good beaches and family atmosphere. Kids can generally find hours of entertainment just by exploring tide pools on the beach, but here are a few other fun places to take them:

Charleston Marine Life Center Fit your hand into the brain cavity of a whale.

Hatfield Marine Science Center Educational, surprisingly good and free (but donations are welcome).

Oregon Coast Aquarium Cutting-edge, with plenty for kids to see and do.

Prehistoric Gardens ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-332-4463; www.prehistoricgardens.com; 36848 US 101; adult/child $12/8; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm summer, 10am-5pm rest of year; [image: icon-familygif]c) Large-scale dinosaur replicas: need we say more?

Sea Lion Caves Descend 208ft to an ocean cave full of barking sea lions.

Seaside Aquarium Slightly cheesy, but you can feed the seals!

Umpqua Discovery Center Learn interactively about the area’s cultural history.






5Eating


BowpickerSEAFOOD$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-791-2942; www.bowpicker.com; cnr 17th & Duane Sts; dishes $8-12; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-6pm Wed-Sun)


On just about every list of great seafood shacks is this adorable place in a converted 1932 gillnet fishing boat, serving beer-battered chunks of albacore and steak fries and that’s it. Some say it’s the best fish-and-chips in the US.





Fort George BreweryPUB FOOD$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-325-7468; www.fortgeorgebrewery.com; 1483 Duane St; mains $7-17, pizzas $14-26; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-11pm, from noon Sun)


Fort George has established itself as one of the state’s best and most reliable craft brewers. Its atmospheric brewery-restaurant is in a historic building that was the original settlement site of Astoria. Apart from the excellent beer, you can get gourmet burgers, sausages, salads and, upstairs, wood-fired pizza. Head to the Lovell Taproom for views over the production line.





Astoria Coffeehouse & BistroAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-325-1787; www.astoriacoffeehouse.com; 243 11th St; breakfast & lunch mains $6-18, dinner mains $15-32; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-9pm Sun, to 10pm Mon-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Small, popular cafe with attached bistro offering an eclectic menu – things like coconut chicken red curry, chili-relleno burger, fish tacos and build-your-own mac ’n’ cheese. Everything is made in-house, even the ketchup. There’s sidewalk seating and excellent cocktails. Expect a wait at dinner and Sunday brunch. Excellent and changing $5 breakfast and lunch specials available daily.





Drina DaisyBOSNIAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-338-2912; www.drinadaisy.com; 915 Commercial St; lunch mains $8-17, dinner mains $16-28; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-3pm & 5-8pm Wed-Sun)


Excellent Bosnian food that includes rotisserie lamb, stuffed cabbage leaves and spinach pitas. There’s Turkish coffee to sip and baklava for dessert.





T Paul’s Urban CaféINTERNATIONAL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-338-5133; www.tpaulsurbancafe.org; 1119 Commercial St; mains $17-21; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm Mon-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat)


With a slick yet funky atmosphere, this popular cafe serves up a large variety of gourmet quesadillas, sandwiches, salads and pastas. Another branch is at 360 12th St.





Bridgewater BistroNORTHWESTERN US$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-325-6777; www.bridgewaterbistro.com; 20 Basin St; dinner mains $10-30; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-9pm)


Fine dining with great water views in a beautiful lofty space. There are fancy sandwiches, salads and burgers for lunch and gourmet seafood and steak dishes for dinner. Sunday brunch too.





Baked AlaskaSEAFOOD$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-325-7414; www.bakedak.com; 1 12th St; mains $14-29; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-10pm)


One of Astoria’s finest restaurants, Baked Alaska sits right atop a pier on the water – views are excellent. Lunch means 0.5lb gourmet burgers and blackened sirloin salad, while dinner mains range from grilled wild salmon to the 10oz rib-eye steak. Great happy hour 3pm to 6pm daily.







6Drinking & Nightlife


Buoy Beer CompanyBREWERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-325-4540; www.buoybeer.com; 1 8th St; mains $12-28; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-10pm, to 11pm Fri & Sat)


If you can squeeze into this always-packed brewpub, you’ll find some of the tastiest beer and food in Oregon – smoked-oyster deviled eggs, mustard-and-dill-glazed salmon, oyster pot pie. The location, a renovated warehouse along Astoria’s Riverwalk, gives the place a cool marine vibe. Reserve or expect a wait for dinner.





Rogue BreweryBREWERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-468-0923; www.rogue.com; 100 39th St, Pier 39; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-10pm)


This riverside pub inhabits a former tuna cannery and serves up the usual line of excellent Rogue beers.







8Information

Visitor Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-325-6311; www.oldoregon.com; 111 W Marine Dr; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Mon-Fri, 10am-4pm Sat) Sells permits such as the Oregon Pacific Coast Passport and State Park Recreation Pass and has lots of information, including maps, on film-site tourism.




8Getting There & Away

Northwest Point has daily buses head to Seaside, Cannon Beach and Portland; check the website for schedules.

Pacific Transit buses go over the border to Washington.




8Getting Around


BICYCLE

Bikes & Beyond ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-325-2961; www.bikesandbeyond.com; 1089 Marine Dr; per hour/day $5/20; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-4pm Sat-Tue, 10am-6pm Wed-Fri) rents one-speed beach cruisers.




BUS

Sunset Empire Transit offers local transport; buses also head to Warrenton, Cannon Beach and Seaside.




LOCAL TRANSPORT

Riverfront Trolley ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-875-6807; fare $1; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-6pm May-Oct, Fri-Sun mid-Apr–May) goes from the Port of Astoria to Pier 39. It runs from noon to 6pm in summer and shorter hours off-season. The fare for the one-hour trip including a lively narration is $1.








Seaside

[image: icon-phonegif]%503 / POP 6707

Oregon’s largest resort town is popular, gaudy and unpretentious Seaside, which attracts families and young folks looking for a fun and affordable beach getaway. On summer weekends and during holidays or festivals the town’s central precinct – dominated by ice-cream shops, video-game arcades and gift stores – is thronged with tourists and takes on a carnival-like atmosphere. Bicycles and surreys have the run of Seaside’s 2-mile boardwalk, called ‘the Prom,’ but at least most of the miles of sandy beach are relatively peaceful. During spring break, expect a wilder party atmosphere.


1Sights & Activities

Join the pedaling hordes on the promenade by renting bikes and four-wheel surreys at Prom Bike & Hobby Shop ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-738-8251; 622 12th Ave; beach cruisers 90min $12; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-5pm Thu-Mon). For advice on where to hit the waves, there’s Cleanline Surf Company ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-738-7888; www.cleanlinesurf.com; 60 N Roosevelt Dr; surfboard rentals from $20; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm).


Seaside AquariumAQUARIUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-738-6211; www.seasideaquarium.com; 200 N Promenade; adult/child $8.50/4.25; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-7pm, closes earlier winter; [image: icon-familygif]c)


Families with kids will enjoy this aquarium on the promenade. Don’t expect anything like Newport’s cutting-edge version, but rather a few fish tanks, a touch pool and a small indoor seal tank where you can feed the splashy critters. Look for the ‘Tsunami Fish’ – an Asian fish that stowed away in a wooden boat set adrift by the 2011 Japanese tsunami.





Saddle Mountain State Natural AreaHIKING

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-368-5943; https://oregonstateparks.org; Hwy 26; primitive campsites $11)


About 13 miles east of Seaside, this park features a popular 2.5-mile hiking trail that starts at 1650ft elevation and heads through alpine wildflower meadows to the top of Saddle Mountain (3283ft). Views of the Columbia River and the Pacific coastline are absolutely spectacular, but the trail is steep and grueling. Bring layers and be prepared for changeable weather.







zFestivals & Events


Hood to Coast RelaySPORTS

(www.hoodtocoast.com; [image: icon-hoursgif]hlate Aug)


On the fourth weekend in August, the Hood to Coast Relay jams the main road between Portland and Seaside and packs out the town.





Seaside Beach Volleyball TournamentSPORTS

(www.seasidebeachvolleyball.com; [image: icon-hoursgif]hmid-Aug)


If you’re here on the second weekend in August, check out the largest amateur beach-volleyball tournament in the world.







4Sleeping


Seaside Lodge & International HostelHOSTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-738-7911; www.seasidehostel.net; 930 N Holladay Dr; dm/d from $37/89; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


For decent budget lodgings you can’t beat this family-friendly hostel, offering good dorms and private rooms with bath – most opening to the parking area. There’s a kitchen and TV room, but the highlight is the grassy backyard overlooking a river. Canoe and kayak rentals; cyclists and those who get here by bus get a $2 discount.





McMenamins Gearhart HotelHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-717-8159; www.mcmenamins.com; 1157 N Marion Ave, Gearhart; d $195-230; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


The McMenamin brothers extend their empire to the beach with this hotel venue on a golf course in Gearhart (3 miles north of Seaside). The comfortable, wood-paneled rooms have private bathrooms and are decorated with the quirky art that has made the McMenamin brand famous. Below is a restaurant-bar with an outdoor patio that looks over golf links and yet another bar in the dunes.





Sandy Cove InnMOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-738-7473; www.sandycoveinn.biz; 241 Ave U; d from $109; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


This friendly, family-run motel has 18 boutique rooms; all are different and tastefully decorated with fun themes and antiques (the ‘Monopoly room,’ etc). Jacuzzi suites, two houses and a condo are also available (sleeping up to 12). It’s at the more quiet north end of town, three blocks from the beach.





Hillcrest InnHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-738-6273; www.seasidehillcrest.com; 118 N Columbia; r from $125; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


This Cape Cod–style inn offers a wide variety of simple but comfortable rooms and suites, some with kitchenette, jetted tubs and partial ocean views (rooms 123 and 129 are especially good). They sleep up to six. There’s a nice grassy common area, and the beach is a block away. It’s great value; reserve way ahead for a few budget rooms at $85.





Beachside InnMOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-845-1284; www.beachsideinnseaside.com; 300 5th Ave; d from $169; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Just a couple of blocks from the beach and close to downtown Seaside is this handful of cute rooms and multi-bedroom units, all tastefully furnished with soft pastels and pleasant decor. Most have a small kitchen, while others have just a microwave, coffeemaker and fridge – but all are comfortable and clean.





Inn of the Four WindsINN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-818-9524; www.innofthefourwinds.com; 820 N Promenade; d $169-329; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W)


One of Seaside’s most luxurious stays is this intimate inn with only 14 rooms. All are beautiful and most come with gas fireplace and an outside seating area boasting ocean views. Tempurpedic mattresses and flat-screen TVs are de rigueur, but best of all might be the complimentary cookies that greet you upon arrival.







5Eating


[image: icon-top-choice]oOspreyBREAKFAST$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-739-7054; 2281 Beach Dr; mains $10-15; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7:30am-3pm Thu-Tue; [image: icon-familygif]c)


Simply a lovely place to eat, a little away from the masses of tourists, in shabby beachside-chic surrounds (fire-heated in winter). There are also a few outdoor benches. Mains range from American breakfast classics to arepa (corn-and-cheese cakes topped with eggs) and nasi goreng (Indonesian fried rice). Lunch on creative sandwiches, mac ’n’ cheese, burgers and south-of-the-border treats.





Bell BuoySEAFOOD$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-738-6348; www.bellbuoyofseaside.com; 1800 S Roosevelt Dr; mains $8-22; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-7:30pm, closed Tue & Wed winter)


Best known as a seafood store, this down-to-earth, family-run establishment has an attached seafood restaurant serving outstanding fish-and-chips, chowder and more.





Pacific Way Bakery & CafeNORTHWESTERN US$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-738-0245; www.pacificwaybakery-cafe.com; 601 Pacific Way, Gearhart; dinner mains $19-32; [image: icon-hoursgif]hbakery 7am-1pm Thu-Mon, cafe 11am-3pm & 5pm-close Thu-Mon)


Located in Gearhart, about 3 miles north of Seaside, this jewel of a restaurant is worth the trip. It serves excellent sandwiches and salads for lunch, and for dinner there are treats such as tequila-lime chicken or pan-roasted ling cod – gourmet pizza is also available. The bakery next door has folks lining up outside.





Norma’sSEAFOOD$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-738-4331; www.normasseaside.com; 20 N Columbia; mains $14-34; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-10pm)


Look for the lighthouse shape atop this family-friendly restaurant, which serves up a medley of seafood dishes, from halibut steaks to Alaska king crab to four kinds of fish-and-chips. Steaks, pasta, salads and plenty of sandwiches also available.







6Drinking & Nightlife


Times Theatre & Public HouseBREWERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-739-7188; https://timestheatre.com; 133 Broadway St; mains $9-14; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-midnight)


It’s a brewery, it’s a cinema and it’s a pub, all in a beautifully refurbished c 1940s movie theater. When the screen’s up you can see the vats brewing beer as you imbibe and/or dine in dark surrounds. When the screen’s down, it’s showtime, but you can still eat or drink while watching old movies or sports events. Theater tickets are $5.





Seaside Coffee HouseCOFFEE

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-717-0111; 5 N Holladay Dr; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-4pm Mon-Fri, 7am-5pm Sat, to 4pm Sun)


For good coffee in a casual atmosphere there’s this comfortable and friendly coffee shop. There’s oatmeal for breakfast and grilled sandwiches for lunch. Or get a banana-fudge latte and lose yourself in a sofa.







8Information

The Visitors Bureau ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-738-3097; www.seasideor.com; 7 N Roosevelt Dr; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Mon-Sat, plus noon-4pm Sun summer) is the official Travel Oregon Welcome Center for the whole north coast.




8Getting There & Away

Northwest Point has twice-daily buses to Portland ($17, 2¼ hours), hourly buses to Astoria ($1, one hour) and Cannon Beach ($1, 20 minutes) stop daily at Del’s Service Station.

Sunset Empire Transit has similar services.






Cannon Beach

[image: icon-phonegif]%503 / POP 1728

Charming Cannon Beach is one of the most popular beach towns on the Oregon coast. Several premier hotels here cater to a fancier clientele, as do the town’s many boutiques and art galleries. In summer the streets are ablaze with flowers. Lodging is expensive, and the streets are jammed: on a warm, sunny Saturday, you’ll spend a good chunk of time just finding a parking spot. (There are several public lots.)

But there’s a good reason for the town’s popularity. Just offshore, glorious Haystack Rock is a magnet for beachgoers, providing great photo opportunities and tide-pooling possibilities, and the wide, sandy beach stretches for miles.


1Sights


Haystack RockLANDMARK

([image: icon-familygif]c)


Haystack Rock is Cannon Beach’s iconic symbol, a beautiful hulking monolith that rises 235ft and has had cameos in several movies. It’s part of the Oregon Islands National Wildlife Refuge and home to a variety of seabirds, including the charmingly cute tufted puffin.

The closest access to Haystack Rock is at the end of Gower St, a mile south of the rock. Note that there’s another monolith also confusingly called Haystack Rock, off Cape Kiwanda to the south.





Ecola State ParkPARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-436-2844; https://oregonstateparks.org; day use $5)


Located just north of town, Ecola State Park offers seclusion, various hikes and great picnicking. Short paths at Ecola Point lead over the headland to dramatic views of Cannon Beach’s sandy shore, sharply punctuated by stone monoliths and all hunkered beneath the Coast Range. It’s rainforesty territory, and the trails are often slick, so bring shoes with some grip.







2Activities

The chamber of commerce has a list of area hikes. For horseback riding, contact Sea Ranch RV Park.


Family Fun CycleCYCLING

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-436-2247; 1160 S Hemlock St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h90min rentals $20)


Landlubbers who like to pedal can rent three-wheeled sand bicycles at Family Fun Cycle.





Cleanline Surf ShopSURFING

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-738-2061; www.cleanlinesurf.com; 171 Sunset Blvd; board/wetsuit rentals from $20/15; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm Sun-Fri, 9am-6pm Sat)


A friendly local shop that rents out boards and wetsuits and can give advice on good places to surf. There’s another location in Seaside.







zFestivals & Events


Sandcastle DayCULTURAL

(www.cannonbeach.org/events-and-festivals/sandcastle-contest; [image: icon-hoursgif]hJun)


Cannon Beach’s largest festival, Sandcastle Day (held in June, dates depend on tides), has teams competing for originality and execution in sand sculpture.







4Sleeping


Wright’s for CampingCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-436-2347; www.wrightsforcamping.com; 334 Reservoir Rd; tent sites from $42; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMay-Sep; [image: icon-petgif]#)


Family-run campground with clean bathhouse and 20 pleasant, spacious tent sites in a woodsy forest. (RVs are allowed, but there are no hookups.) Plenty of tall trees – bring your hammock. Open May to September (check for exact dates).





Sea Ranch RV Park & StablesCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-436-2815; www.searanchrv.com; 415 Fir St; tent sites $40, RV sites $52-57, cabins $100-115; [image: icon-petgif]#)


The pleasant Sea Ranch, on quiet Ecola Creek, is across from the turnoff to Ecola State Park and a seven-minute walk to the center. On the premises are an espresso bar, ‘wellness center’ and horseback-riding operation. Feral bunnies and racoons abound, so watch your food.





The WavesINN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-822-2468, 503-436-2205; www.thewavescannonbeach.com; 188 W 2nd St; d $149-349; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Furnishings are elegant and the rooms comfortable and bright, and some come with kitchens, two bedrooms and decks overlooking the beach. Also on offer are suites, a two-bedroom townhouse and three-bedroom beach house next door at the Argonauta Inn, which is run by the same management and shares the same website and prices. Three-night minimum July and August.





Inn at Haystack RockMOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-559-0893; www.innathaystackrock.com; 632 S Hemlock St; d from $160; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


These are some of the more affordable rooms in town, with a comfortable atmosphere and toned-down decor, except for the colorful Mexican headboards and serapes on the beds. Kitchenette and Jacuzzi units are available. It’s run by Haystack Lodgings, which also manages six other properties in town and does vacation rentals. Two-night minimum in summer.





[image: icon-top-choice]oOcean LodgeHOTEL$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-436-2241, 888-777-4047; www.theoceanlodge.com; 2864 S Pacific St; d $219-369; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


This gorgeous place has some of Cannon Beach’s most luxurious rooms, most with ocean view and all with fireplace and kitchenette. A complimentary continental breakfast, an 800-DVD library and pleasant sitting areas are available to guests. Located on the beach at the southern end of town.







5Eating

Here you’ll find everything from coffee shops to one that doubles as a fine restaurant. If you’re just after a warm cup of buttery clam chowder with a view, stop in at Mo’s ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-436-1111; www.moschowder.com; 195 W Warren Way; chowder $4.25-10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm; [image: icon-familygif]c).


[image: icon-top-choice]oIrish TableIRISH$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-436-0708; www.theirishtable.com; 1235 S Hemlock St; mains $26-30; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5:30-9pm Fri-Tue) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Excellent restaurant hidden at the back of Sleepy Monk Coffee ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-436-2796; www.sleepymonkcoffee.com; drinks & snacks $2-7; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-3pm Mon, Tue & Thu, to 4pm Fri-Sun) [image: icon-sustainable]S, serving a fusion of Irish and Pacific Northwest cuisine made with local and seasonal ingredients. The menu is small and simple, but the choices are tasty; try the vegetarian shepherd’s pie, lamb-loin chops or seared Piedmontese flat-iron steak. If the curried mussels are on the menu, don’t hesitate.





Newman’s at 988FRENCH, ITALIAN$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-436-1151; www.newmansat988.com; 988 Hemlock St; mains $26-39; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5:30-9pm)


Expect a fine-dining experience at this small, quality restaurant on the main drag. Award-winning chef John Newman comes up with a fusion of French and Italian dishes such as marinated rack of lamb and char-grilled portabello mushrooms with spinach and Gorgonzola. Desserts are sublime; reserve ahead.







6Drinking & Nightlife


Cannon Beach DistilleryDISTILLERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-436-0301; www.cannonbeachdistillery.com; 1315 S Hemlock St; 0.5oz samples $2; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-6pm, to 7pm Fri & Sat)


Considered one of the best distilleries in the state, you can get three sample rum, gin or agave-based spirit tastings here for $5 or move onto the rare whiskeys for $4 to $14 for 0.5oz. It’s a clean yet comfy setting with varnished picnic tables at the center of the room so you can take your time. Bottles available to take home.







8Information

Chamber of Commerce ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-436-2623; www.cannonbeach.org; 207 N Spruce St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm) Has good local information, including tide tables.




8Getting There & Away

Northwest Point buses run from Astoria to Portland (and vice versa) every morning (one way $18, three hours), stopping at Cannon Beach (two hours). Buy tickets online or at the Beach Store, next to Cannon Beach Surf.

Sunset Empire Transit buses go to Seaside ($1, 13 minutes) or Astoria ($1, 30 minutes) plus other coastal stops. The Cannon Beach bus runs the length of Hemlock St to the end of Tolovana Beach; the schedule varies depending on day and season.

Tillamook County Transportation buses go south toward Manzanita ($3, 30 minutes) and Lincoln City ($9, two hours) several times daily.






Manzanita

[image: icon-phonegif]%503 / POP 651

One of the more laid-back beach resorts on Oregon’s coast is the hamlet of Manzanita, boasting lovely white-sand beaches and a slightly upscale clientele. It’s much smaller and far less hyped than Cannon Beach, and still retains a peaceful atmosphere, although there’s a lot more going on here these days than even a few years ago. Still, it’s easy to find peace and quiet, relax on the beach, and take part in some mellow activities.


2Activities


Surfing & Kayaking

Surfers and body boarders can head a quarter-mile from the highway parking lot to Short Sand Beach, which offers good waves. There are kayaking opportunities just 4 miles south in Wheeler.




Hiking

The walks in Oswald West State Park ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-368-3575; https://oregonstateparks.org) are 5 miles north of town. For more exercise, climb 2.5 miles to the top of 1660ft Neahkahnie Mountain, which towers above Nehalem Bay and offers amazing views – on a clear day, you can see 50 miles out to sea.






4Sleeping


Sunset Surf MotelMOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-368-5224; www.sunsetsurfocean.com; 248 Ocean Rd; d $77-164; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s[image: icon-petgif]#)


Though it’s starting to look a little worn in places, this beachside motel with a wide range of rooms (including one-bedroom units) in three buildings is a good deal and right on the beach. The old-building rooms are drab; newer suites with kitchenettes and fireplaces are worth the extra cost. Room 27 has one of the best views.





Inn at ManzanitaINN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-368-6754; www.innatmanzanita.com; 67 Laneda Ave; d $179-225; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


This very pleasant inn is right on the main street. There are 14 cozy rooms, all with fireplace, balcony and jetted tub. The larger suites are best for families and come with kitchenette; there’s also a large three-bedroom penthouse apartment ($425). Two-night minimum in summer.





[image: icon-top-choice]oCoast CabinsAPARTMENT$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-368-7113; www.coastcabins.com; 635 Laneda Ave; ste $145-950; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Luxurious suites, condos and private homes are available at this lovely retreat near the entrance to town. All come with contemporary furnishings and kitchenette, half are two-story affairs and four have private outdoor Jacuzzi. The simple, lovely gardens provide plenty of privacy.







5Eating & Drinking


[image: icon-top-choice]oBread & OceanAMERICAN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-368-5823; www.breadandocean.com; 154 Laneda Ave; sandwiches $12, dinner mains $16-25; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7:30am-2pm Mon-Sat, 8am-2pm Sun, 5-8pm Thu-Sat) [image: icon-sustainable]S


You’ll have to line up for exceptional panini, pasta salads and baked goods at this small but excellent bakery-deli, a beloved local institution. Most meats are baked on the premises. The cute garden patio is a must on warm days. Dinner is also lovely with mains like spinach and goat cheese–stuffed chicken breast and Cajun meatloaf.





Manzanita News & EspressoCAFE$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-368-7450; 500 Laneda Ave; coffee drinks from $3; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-5pm)


This friendly, slightly funky and cozy cafe has good coffee and pastries, along with an interesting selection of magazines for sale. Nice outdoor seating for those warm summer days.





MacGregor’s Whiskey BarBAR

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-368-2447; www.macgregorswhiskeybar.com; 387 Laneda Ave; cocktails $8-13; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4-9pm Sun-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat)


This tiny, chichi, wisteria-covered whiskey bar serves divine cocktails and spirit flights alongside snacks like cheese and charcuterie boards or lobster bisque and decadent Scottish desserts like sticky toffee pudding.







8Getting There & Away

Tillamook County Transportation buses stop on 5th St near Laneda Ave and connect to Tillamook ($3, one hour), Cannon Beach ($3, 25 minutes) and Portland ($18, three hours 20 minutes) a few times daily.






Nehalem & Wheeler

[image: icon-phonegif]%503

Nearly 4 miles south of Manzanita, the Nehalem River creates a wide estuarial valley and bay that are protected from the ocean by a 3-mile sand spit. Straddling the river, the historic fishing villages of Nehalem and Wheeler have become centers for antiques and river recreation.


2Activities

The quiet, bird-rich waters of Nehalem Bay are good for contemplative kayaking and birdwatching; rent kayaks and canoes at Wheeler Marina ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-368-5780; www.wheelermarina.net; 278 Marine Dr, Wheeler; per hour single/double kayaks $22/28, canoes $28; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6:30am-dusk Jun-Oct, hours vary Nov-May).




4Sleeping


Nehalem Bay State ParkCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-452-5687, 503-368-5154; https://oregonstateparks.org; 9500 Sandpiper Lane; campsites/yurts $31/47, hiker-biker sites $8; [image: icon-petgif]#)


On the dunes of Nehalem Spit, 3 miles south of Manzanita off US 101, this big campground has showers, equestrian facilities, a boat ramp and even an airstrip.





Bunk HouseMOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-368-2865; www.thebunkhousemotel.biz; 36315 N US 101, Nehalem; d $65-150, cabins $110-135; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Located in Nehalem, this is a homely spot with seven good rooms (the cheapest share a bathroom) and two cabins. All rooms are clean and cozy, with quilts on the beds, and some have full kitchen and dining areas. Casual restaurant on premises.





Old Wheeler HotelHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-368-6000; www.oldwheelerhotel.com; 495 Hwy 101, Wheeler; d from $135; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W)


This lovely historic hotel, with views of Nehalem Bay, is located 4 miles south of Manzanita in Wheeler. The seven rooms are classically styled and decorated with antiques, and some have a Jacuzzi. There’s a two-room suite, a couple of pleasant common areas and continental breakfast is included. Two-night minimum.







5Eating


Salmonberry SaloonAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-714-1423; www.salmonberrysaloon.com; 380 Marine Dr, Wheeler; mains $15-29; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-9pm Wed-Sun)


A newly opened place with a fantastic setting overlooking the water. The menu is short but the mains like the Captains Platter with locally sourced seafood, an excellent steak and some yummy taco plates, are top-notch. There’s also a long list of cocktails, beer and wine, making this an excellent spot for a sundowner.





[image: icon-top-choice]oRising Star CafeCAFE$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-368-3990; www.risingstarcafe.net; 92 Rorvik St, Wheeler; mains $19-33; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-8pm Wed-Sat, 10am-3pm Sun)


Just a handful of tables sit in this fine restaurant, which looks more like a greasy-spoon shack. The exquisitely prepared dishes will soon set you straight, however: there’s a changing menu that may include San Francisco–style cioppino (seafood stew) with roasted vegetables, halibut and shrimp Française in a citrus beurre blanc or various housemade pastas. Reservations recommended. Cash only.







8Getting There & Away

Nehalem is about 2 miles east of Manzanita on Hwy 101. Wheeler is about three more miles south. Most people drive but the Northwest Connector Bus that runs between Tillamook ($3, one hour) and Lincoln City ($7.50, three hours) stops in both towns.






Tillamook

[image: icon-phonegif]%503 / POP 5257

Best known for its huge cheese industry, Tillamook is a manure-scented town that’s worth a brief stop to down some dairy. Cheese production began in Tillamook in the 1890s, when an English cheesemaker brought his cheddar-making techniques to the fledgling dairies along Tillamook Bay. Nearly a million people stop here annually to visit the famed Tillamook Creamery, which produces 171,000 pounds of cheese every day.

South of Tillamook, US 101 loses the beaches and headlands and follows the Nestucca River through pastureland and logged-off mountains. The slower but prettier Three Capes Scenic Drive begins in Tillamook and follows the coast.


1Sights


Tillamook Forest CenterMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%866-930-4646; www.tillamookforestcenter.org; 45500 Wilson River Hwy; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm, closed late Nov-Feb) [image: icon-free]F


Located 22 miles east of Tillamook on Hwy 6, this excellent forest center educates the public on forest fires and the area’s first white settlers. Cross a 250ft-long suspension bridge, watch salmon migrating, climb a (reproduction) fire lookout tower and tour the surrounding forest. Hours vary.





Pioneer MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-842-4553; www.tcpm.org; 2106 2nd St; adult/child $4/1; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Tue-Sun)


This worthwhile museum has a great taxidermy room and some very interesting pioneer artifacts. There are also curiously carved Neahkahnie stones (actually beeswax) meant to point to a legendary buried treasure, plus an Abraham Lincoln room with a sexy Norman Rockwell print of the president.





Tillamook Naval Air MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-842-1130; www.tillamookair.com; 6030 Hangar Rd; adult/child $10.50/7.25; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Wed-Sun)


Aircraft lovers shouldn’t miss the large collection of fighter planes and the 7-acre blimp hangar. It’s 2 miles south of town; a portion of the planes (from a private collection) were moved to Madras in 2016, but there’s still plenty to see.





Munson Creek FallsWATERFALL

(https://oregonstateparks.org) [image: icon-free]F


At Munson Creek State Natural Site, 7 miles south off US 101, an easy quarter-mile hike through old-growth spruce reaches Munson Creek Falls, the highest waterfall in the Coast Range at 319ft (though some figures incorrectly claim it’s 266ft).





THREE CAPES SCENIC DRIVE

Cape Meares, Cape Lookout and Cape Kiwanda are some of the coast’s most stunning headlands, strung together on a slow, winding and sometimes bumpy 40-mile alternative to US 101. It’s a very worthwhile drive, though no longer quite a ‘loop’, as in March 2013 a section of road north of Cape Meares began sinking and was closed. Repairs are ongoing, so you’ll have to drive to Cape Meares via Netarts and Oceanside, then backtrack.

The forested headland at Cape Meares offers good views from its lighthouse (https://friendsofcapemeareslighthouse.com; Bayshore Dr; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-4pm Apr-Oct) [image: icon-free]F, which is 38ft tall (Oregon’s shortest). Short trails lead to Oregon’s largest Sitka spruce and the ‘Octopus Tree,’ another Sitka shaped like a candelabra.

A panoramic vista atop sheer cliffs that rise 800ft above the Pacific makes Cape Lookout State Park a highlight. In winter, the end of the cape, which juts out nearly a mile, is thronged with whale-watchers. There are wide sandy beaches, hiking trails and a popular campground ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-452-5687; https://oregonstateparks.org; Netarts; tent/RV sites $21/31, yurts $47-57) near the water.

Finally there’s Cape Kiwanda, a sandstone bluff that rises just north of the little town of Pacific City. You can hike up tall dunes, or drive your truck onto the beach. It’s the most developed of the three capes, with plenty of services nearby; don’t miss Pelican Pub & Brewery ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-965-7007; https://pelicanbrewing.com; 33180 Cape Kiwanda Dr, Pacific City; mains $15-28; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat) if you like beer. Watch the dory fleet launch their craft or, after a day’s fishing, land as far up the beach as possible.






2Activities


Blue Heron French Cheese CompanyFOOD

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-275-0639; www.blueheronoregon.com; 2001 Blue Heron Dr; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-8pm Jun-Aug, to 6pm Sep-May)


The Blue Heron French Cheese Company, just north of town, offers much less hype than the Tillamook Cheese Factory. There are cheese, wine and jam tastings, along with a gourmet-food gift shop. Its farm-animal petting pen and picnic grounds make it more of a country experience.





Tillamook CreameryFOOD

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-542-7290; www.tillamook.com; 4175 N US 101; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-6pm Mon-Fri, to 8pm Sat & Sun)


Two miles north of town is this tourist wonderland. Line up for free cheese samples, lick down an ice-cream cone or peer down through big windows at the factory-floor assembly line, where enormous orange blocks of cheese make their way out into the world. There’s a cafe, gift shop and fudge counter too.







5Eating


Fish Peddler at Pacific OysterSEAFOOD$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-377-2323; 5150 Oyster Dr, Bay City; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-7pm)


To witness some of the fastest oyster shucking you’ll ever see, head to Pacific Oyster in Bay City. The casual on-site restaurant offers simple seafood dishes ($8 to $18) and a fish counter, but in the back is the assembly-line processing of oysters. Go early – the shuckers are sometimes done by noon.







8Information

Chamber of Commerce ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-842-7525; 208 Main Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Mon-Sat)




8Getting There & Away

Tillamook County Transportation buses depart from 2nd and Laurel Sts to Oceanside ($1.50, one hour, four daily) and Netarts ($1.50, 20 minutes, four daily) on the capes, as well as four daily to Manzanita ($3, one hour) and Lincoln City ($4.50, one hour) and two to Portland ($15, two hours).






Lincoln City

[image: icon-phonegif]%541 / POP 8905

More a sprawling modern beach resort than a serene seaside retreat, Lincoln City is a long series of commercial strips, motels, eateries and gift shops that front a fairly wide and lackluster stretch of sandy beach. Locals joke that their city is five towns brought together in 1965 by the fact they needed a sewer system. But the place does serve as the region’s principal commercial center, while boasting the Oregon coast’s most affordable beachfront accommodations, and the surrounding area features some good hikes. With gigantic waves breaking on Nell Scott Reef from October through March, it’s also the professional big wave surfing spot of the Oregon coast.


1Sights


North Lincoln Historical MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-996-6614; 4907 SW US 101; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-5pm Wed-Sat) [image: icon-free]F


This good museum highlights Lincoln City’s history with Native American basketry, pioneer artifacts, glass floats and exhibits on its past industries.





Jennifer Sears Glass Art StudioGALLERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-996-2569; www.jennifersearsglassart.com; 4821 SW Hwy 101; glassblowing from $65; [image: icon-hoursgif]hglassblowing 10am-6pm Wed-Sun, gallery daily)


Like glassblowing? Then don’t miss the Jennifer Sears Glass Art Studio where you can learn to blow your own float – or just watch someone else do it.





BEACHES

Lincoln City’s wide sandy beaches cater to holidaymakers, especially families. From mid-October to late May, brightly colored glass floats – hand blown by local artisans – are hidden weekly along beaches as part of an ongoing promotion. The main beach access points are at the D River Beach State Wayside, in the center of town; at Road’s End State Wayside, off Logan Rd just north of town; and south along Siletz Bay at Taft City Park.






zFestivals & Events


Kite FestivalsCULTURAL

(www.oregoncoast.org/lincoln-city-summer-kite-festival; [image: icon-hoursgif]hJun & Oct)


The self-proclaimed ‘Kite Capital of the World,’ Lincoln City hosts two kite festivals in June and October. Enormous kites – some over 100ft in length – take off to twist and dive in the ocean breezes.





Siletz Bay Sandcastle ContestART

(www.oregoncoast.org/sandcastle-contest; [image: icon-hoursgif]hearly Aug)


Have a fun time checking out amazing sand sculptures at this competition – or even participate yourself!







4Sleeping


Historic Anchor InnINN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-996-3810; www.historicanchorinn.com; 4417 SW US 101; d from $89; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


This is like no place you’ve ever stayed. It’s super quirky and funky – in a good way – from the float collection and full-size boat in the front to the museum-like kitschy decor in the hallways. The breakfast room is worth the price of admission alone. Kitchen, game room, sundeck, backyard and free popcorn are pluses.





Devil’s Lake State ParkCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-551-6949, 541-994-2002; https://oregonstateparks.org; 1452 NE 6th Dr; tent/RV sites $21/32, yurts $47-57; [image: icon-petgif]#)


Located not far from the beach, Devil’s Lake includes showers, flush toilets and fishing and boating on a freshwater lake.





Brey House B&BB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-994-7123, 877-994-7123; www.breyhouse.com; 3725 NW Keel Ave; d from $144; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W)


For a personalized experience, stay at this homey, Cape Cod–style B&B just a block from the beach (great ocean views from the common areas). There are four comfortable rooms, each with private bath and fireplace, and a suite with kitchen is available. For the best view snag the captain’s suite.





Looking Glass InnHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-843-4940, 541-996-3996; www.lookingglass-inn.com; 861 SW 51st St; d from $159; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Simple but clean and comfortable rooms in various sizes are featured at this modern and friendly hotel. Some have kitchenette, fireplace and jetted tubs; two-bedroom suites are available. It’s only a half-block from the beach, and very dog-friendly.







5Eating


[image: icon-top-choice]oBlackfish CafeNORTHWESTERN US$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-996-1007; www.blackfishcafe.com; 2733 NW US 101; mains $19-34; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-3pm & 5-9pm, closed Tue) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Blackfish Cafe specializes in cutting-edge cuisine highlighting fresh seafood and local, seasonal vegetables. Chef Rob Pounding is an accomplished master at creating his simple but delicious dishes; try his signature Northwest cioppino. Reserve in summer.





Kyllo’sAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-994-3179; www.kyllosrestaurant.com; 1110 NW 1st Ct; mains $15-37; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-8:30pm Sun-Thu, to 9pm Fri & Sat)


One of Lincoln City’s few restaurants with an ocean view, popular Kyllo’s offers good clam chowder, seafood, salads, pastas, burgers and steaks. Some locals name this as the best seafood on the coast. Outdoor tables are a must on hot days.





Bay HouseNORTHWESTERN US$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-996-3222; www.thebayhouse.org; 5911 S US 101; mains $30-44, tasting menu $79; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-9pm)


Chef Kevin Ryan presides over the kitchen at this elegant establishment, creating a fine, changing seafood and meat menu (posted daily on the website). Only the freshest top-quality ingredients are used, and the view is stunning. Try the five-course tasting menu. Reservations recommended.







6Drinking & Nightlife


Snug Harbor Bar & GrillBAR

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-996-4976; http://snugharborbarandgrill.com; 5001 SW Hwy 101; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-2:30am)


Slide into this cute and friendly local hangout for various modes of entertainment, including (but not limited to) occasional live music, and karaoke Wednesday through Friday.







8Information

Visitor Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-994-3302; www.oregoncoast.org; 540 NE Hwy 101; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm) Get information in the cultural center building.




8Getting There & Around

Lincoln County Transit bus routes connect Lincoln City to Newport ($7, one hour 40 minutes) and Yachats ($9, 2½ hours). Also runs a loop bus route through Lincoln City.






Depoe Bay

[image: icon-phonegif]%541 / POP 1472

Located 10 miles south of Lincoln City, little Depoe Bay is edged by modern timeshare condominiums but still retains some original coastal charm. It lays claim to having the ‘world’s smallest navigable harbor’ and being the ‘world’s whale-watching capital’ – pretty big talk for such a pint-sized town. Whale-watching and charter fishing are the main attractions in the area year-round, though 5 miles south of town there is also the Devil’s Punchbowl, an impressive collapsed sea cave that churns with waves and offers good tide pools nearby (get there via Otter Crest Loop, a scenic road).


1Sights & Activities


Whale, Sealife & Shark MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-765-2219; www.oregonwhales.com; 234 SW US 101; adult/child $5/3; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm)


Wonderful if you like sea creatures and dioramas. There are also opportunities to book educational whale-watching trips with a marine biologist through the museum.





Whale Watching CenterWHALE-WATCHING

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-765-3304; www.whalespoken.org; 119 SW US 101; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Wed-Sun winter, 9am-5pm daily summer)


The impressive Whale Watching Center has good exhibits and provides binoculars and views out to sea. It’s the headquarters for Whale Watching Spoken Here, whose volunteers patrol the coast to help visitors spot migrating whales.





Dockside ChartersWHALE-WATCHING

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-733-8915; www.docksidedepoebay.com; 270 Coast Guard Dr; 1hr trip adult/child $20/10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5:30am-6pm)


This company does whale-watching charter boat trips starting at an hour long, as well as guided fishing trips.







4Sleeping & Eating


Trollers LodgeMOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-472-9335; www.trollerslodge.com; 355 SW US 101; d $74-120; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Come here for a dozen cute rooms and one- and two-bedroom suites (some with kitchenette), all decked out in casual country style. There’s a grassy yard with gas grill and picnic tables.





Inn at Arch RockINN$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-767-1835; www.innatarchrock.com; 70 NW Sunset St; d $179-269; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


This friendly, upscale inn has very comfortable rooms and suites, most with sea view. They range widely in size and amenities; some have fireplace, kitchenette and sitting areas. There’s a grassy backyard and private beach cove access.





Tidal RavesSEAFOOD$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-765-2995; www.tidalraves.com; 279 US 101; mains $20-33; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm)


Both the food and the view are awesome at this popular restaurant overlooking the ocean. Seafood is a specialty, from grilled wild salmon to razor-clam steaks to the shrimp in green curry. Good salads, soups and sandwiches also.







8Information

Chamber of Commerce ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-765-2889; www.depoebaychamber.org; 223 SW US 101, Suite B; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-3pm Sun-Wed, 9am-3pm Thu-Sat)




8Getting There & Away

Depot Bay is on Hwy 101 about 12 miles south of Lincoln City. Driving is the best way to get here.






Newport

[image: icon-phonegif]%541 / POP 10,592

Tied with Astoria as home to Oregon’s largest commercial fishing fleet, Newport is a lively tourist city with several fine beaches and a world-class aquarium. In 2011 it became the Pacific Fleet Headquarters of NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration). Good restaurants – along with some tacky attractions, gift shops and barking sea lions – abound in the historic bayfront area, while bohemian Nye Beach offers art galleries and a friendly village atmosphere. The area was first explored in the 1860s by fishing crews who found oyster beds at the upper end of Yaquina Bay.


1Sights


[image: icon-top-choice]oOregon Coast AquariumAQUARIUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-867-3474; www.aquarium.org; 2820 SE Ferry Slip Rd; adult/3-12yr/13-17yr $25/15/20; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm Jun-Aug, to 5pm Sep-May; [image: icon-familygif]c)


The region’s top attraction, this cutting-edge aquarium is especially fun if you have kids along. Marine celebrities include seals, sea otters and a giant octopus (or two), and there’s an impressive deep-sea exhibit where you walk under Plexiglas tunnels and get an eyeful of sharks and rays swimming by. The jellyfish exhibit is a surreal experience, while the touch tank appeals to everyone. There’s also a good cafe.





Yaquina Head Outstanding Natural AreaPARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-574-3100; www.blm.gov/learn/interpretive-centers/yaquina; 750 NW Lighthouse Dr; vehicle fee $7; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-sunset, interpretive center 10am-6pm) [image: icon-free]F


Stretching a mile out to sea is the popular Yaquina Head, a grassy headland just north of Newport. Short trails lead to viewing areas for shorebirds, harbor seals and whales, and the tide pools are the best managed on the coast. Visit the excellent interpretive center to explore different marine environments and the history of the coast’s lighthouses.





Hatfield Marine Science CenterMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-867-0100; www.hmsc.oregonstate.edu; 2030 SE Marine Science Dr; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Jun-Aug, to 4pm Thu-Mon Sep-May; [image: icon-familygif]c) [image: icon-free]F


This excellent science center has great exhibits, especially on wave energy and the local fishing industry. There’s a touch tank and you can see the octopus being fed. Outside, a section of the Misawa dock from Japan is exhibited; the dock floated all the way across the Pacific after the 2011 tsunami. Admission is free, but if you donate a few dollars it’ll help run programs.





Pacific Maritime & Heritage CenterMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-265-4261; http://oregoncoasthistory.org; 333 SE Bay Blvd; adult/child $5/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-4pm Thu-Sun)


This modern museum, on the bayfront, educates the public on the central Oregon coast’s maritime history and fishing industry, displaying such artifacts as a hand-hewn Siletz canoe and a couple of ship steering wheels.





Yaquina Bay State ParkPARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%museum 541-265-5679; https://oregonstateparks.org; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-4pm) [image: icon-free]F


Situated on a bushy bluff above the north entrance of the bay, this park is popular for beach access and views over Yaquina Bay. Visit the Yaquina Bay Lighthouse – not to be confused with the Yaquina Head Lighthouse, 3 miles north – built in 1871. The living quarters are preserved as an informal museum.





Burrows House MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-265-7509; http://oregoncoasthistory.org; 545 SW 9th St; admission by donation; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-4pm Thu-Sun)


This museum displays an impressive collection of Siletz artifacts, a rectangular grand piano and a hand-carved ‘Dining Room’ sign for the first resort hotel on the Oregon coast, among other things.





WORTH A TRIP

TOLEDO

Newport locals recommend the trip up Bay Blvd 12 miles to Toledo, a pretty town with lumber-baron houses that would be overrun except for the paper mill. The winding drive along the Yaquina River is beautiful.






zFestivals & Events


Newport Seafood & Wine FestivalFOOD & DRINK

(www.seafoodandwine.com; day tickets $8-25; [image: icon-hoursgif]hlate Feb)


The Newport Seafood & Wine Festival is one of the coast’s premier events, held on the last weekend in February.







4Sleeping


Beverly Beach State ParkCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-265-9278, 800-452-5687; https://oregonstateparks.org; tent/RV sites $21/31, yurts $47)


This large campground, 7 miles north of town on Hwy 101, has more than 250 sites, 21 yurts and hookups to cable TV. Also has showers and flush toilets.





South Beach State ParkCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-867-4715; https://oregonstateparks.org; tent/RV sites $21/31, yurts $47; [image: icon-petgif]#)


Two miles south on US 101, this 227-site campground is especially good for large groups and has showers, flush toilets, 27 yurts and various walking trails.





[image: icon-top-choice]oNewport BelleB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-867-6290; http://newportbelle.com; 2126 SE Marine Science Dr, South Beach Marina, H Dock; d $165-175; [image: icon-hoursgif]hFeb-Oct; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W)


For a unique stay there’s no beating this sternwheeler B&B. The five small but lovely and shipshape rooms all have private baths and water views, while the common spaces are wonderful for relaxing. Best for couples; reservations required.





[image: icon-top-choice]oSylvia Beach HotelHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-265-5428; www.sylviabeachhotel.com; 267 NW Cliff St; d $150-260; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n)


This book-themed hotel offers simple and classy rooms, each named after a famous author and decorated accordingly. The best rooms are higher up, and the 3rd-floor common room has a wonderful ocean view and is great for talking to fellow guests. Full breakfast included; reservations required. Note there are no TVs, phones or wi-fi. Prices vary widely depending on day and season.





Agate Beach MotelMOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-755-5674; www.agatebeachmotel.com; 175 NW Gilbert Way; ste from $174; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Located 1.5 miles north of Newport down a short gravel road, this is a good place to be isolated from the busy city. Ten spacious one-bedroom suites, all with kitchens and front decks, are available. Past the grassy grounds are faraway ocean views.





Elizabeth Oceanfront SuitesHOTEL$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%877-265-9400; www.elizabethstreetinn.com; 232 SW Elizabeth St; d $153-390; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s[image: icon-petgif]#)


This lovely hotel has 68 elegantly furnished rooms, all with fireplace and balcony overlooking the ocean. Full breakfast is included, and there’s a common-use pool and Jacuzzi. Complimentary afternoon clam chowder (!).







5Eating


[image: icon-top-choice]oLocal Ocean SeafoodsSEAFOOD$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-574-7959; www.localocean.net; 213 SE Bay Blvd; mains $17-35; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm, to 8pm winter)


Popular and with good reason – the food is freshly prepared and very tasty here. Most of the seafood comes straight from the docks. Try the crab po’boy sandwich, shrimp and spicy-noodle salad or pan-fried oysters. The wharf views are pretty, especially on warm days when the walls open up.





Nana’s Irish PubIRISH$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-574-8787; www.nanasirishpub.com; 613 NW 3rd St; mains $10-16; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-11pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat)


Great hangout pub in Nye Beach, with good atmosphere and reasonable prices. The ‘Bunratty Reuben’ sandwich comes locally recommended, or try the shepherd’s pie or Scotch egg. Nice front patio for warm days.





La MaisonBAKERY$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-265-8812; www.lamaisoncafe.com; 315 SW 9th St; mains $8-14; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-3pm Tue-Sat, to noon Sun)


Sweet little bakery-cafe serving up French crepes and omelets for breakfast and gourmet sandwiches and salads for lunch. Try the duck-egg quiche lorraine. Awesome bread, pastries and cakes too.





Rogue Brewer’s on the BayAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-867-3664; www.rogue.com/locations/brewer-s-on-the-bay; 2320 SE Marine Science Dr; mains $10-15; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-8pm Sun-Thu, to 9pm Fri & Sat)


This casual eatery serves up clam chowder, BLTs, pulled-pork sliders, Kobe burgers and salads. The view of Yaquina Bay is a plus, and the bar’s a great hangout (with every Rogue beer on tap). Walk through the giant fermentation tanks to get there (tours available).







6Drinking & Nightlife


Rogue House of SpiritsDISTILLERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-867-3673; www.rogue.com/meeting-halls/rogue-house-of-spirits; 2122 Marine Science Dr; tasting flights $9-15, cocktails $10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h2-7pm Fri-Sun)


One of Oregon’s most beloved breweries goes for the harder stuff at this new distillery, featuring whiskeys, gins and vodkas. You can also get a Boilermaker – a whiskey paired with one of their craft beers. Lovely location on the water.





Rogue Ales Bayfront Public HouseBREWERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-265-3188; www.rogue.com; 748 SW Bay Blvd; mains $10-18; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-11pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat)


Don’t miss out on tasting some of the state’s best-loved craft brews at the source – the Shakespeare stout is an old favorite, but there are dozens of choices. Sit at an outdoor table or inside at the big wooden bar. There’s an extensive food menu, too.







7Shopping


Canyon Way BookstoreBOOKS

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-265-8319; www.canyonway.com; 1216 SW Canyon Way; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-3pm Mon-Thu, to 8pm Fri)


The Canyon Way Bookstore is a local institution offering a fine choice of books, with especially good history, mystery and children’s sections. An on-site restaurant provides good homemade meals, a peaceful patio and occasional live music.







8Information

Visitor Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-265-8801; www.newportchamber.org; 555 SW Coast Hwy; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8:30am-5pm Mon-Fri)




8Getting There & Around

Lincoln County Transit connects Newport with Lincoln City ($3, one hour) and Yachats ($3, 1½ hours).

Newport City Loop ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-265-4900; www.co.lincoln.or.us/transit; fare $1) stops at key locations around town from 7:30am to 5pm. Fare is $1.

Bike Newport ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-265-9917; www.bikenewport.com/bike-rentals; 150 NW 6th St; bike rental per hour $20; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm Mon-Fri, to 5pm Sat) rents bicycles.






Yachats

[image: icon-phonegif]%541 / POP 757

One of the Oregon coast’s best-kept secrets is the neat and friendly little town of Yachats (ya-hots). Lying at the base of massive Cape Perpetua, Yachats offers the memorable scenery of a rugged and windswept land. People come here to get away from it all, which isn’t hard to do along this relatively undeveloped stretch of coast.

Lining the town is the 804 Coast Trail, providing a lovely walk and access to tide pools and fabulous ocean vistas. It hooks up with the Amanda trail to the south, eventually arriving at Cape Perpetua Scenic Area.



WORTH A TRIP

SOUTH OF YACHATS

Beginning at Cape Perpetua and continuing south about 20 miles is some spectacular shoreline. This entire area was once a series of volcanic intrusions that resisted the pummeling of the Pacific long enough to rise as ocean-side peaks and promontories. Acres of tide pools are home to starfish, sea anemones and sea lions. Picturesque Heceta Head Lighthouse ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-547-3416; www.hecetalighthouse.com; day use $5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-3pm, to 2pm winter) rises above the surf, while tiny beaches line the cliffs.




1Sights


[image: icon-top-choice]oCape Perpetua Scenic AreaPARK

(www.fs.usda.gov; Hwy 101; day use $5)


Located 3 miles south of Yachats, this volcanic remnant was sighted and named by England’s Captain James Cook in 1778. Famous for dramatic rock formations and crashing surf, the area contains numerous trails that explore ancient shell middens, tide pools and old-growth forests. Views from the cape are incredible, taking in coastal promontories from Cape Foulweather to Cape Arago.





Sea Lion CavesCAVE

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-547-3111; www.sealioncaves.com; 91560 Hwy 101, Florence; adult/child $14/8; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm; [image: icon-familygif]c)


Fifteen miles south of Yachats is an enormous sea grotto that’s home to hundreds of Steller sea lions. An elevator descends 208ft to a dark interpretive center, and a caged-off observation area lets you watch (and smell) the sea lions jockeying for the best seat on the rocks. From late September to November there are no sea lions in the cave.







4Sleeping


Beachside State ParkCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-563-3220; https://oregonstateparks.org; tent/RV sites $21/31, yurts $47; [image: icon-hoursgif]hmid-Mar–late Oct; [image: icon-petgif]#)


Five miles north of town on US 101, nearly 80 sites and two yurts are available (along with showers and flush toilets) at this beachside campground. As you’d expect, it’s right off a beautiful beach.





Ya’Tel MotelMOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-547-3225; www.yatelmotel.com; cnr Hwy 101 & 6th St; d $69-119; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


This eight-room motel has personality, along with large, clean rooms, some with kitchenette. A large room that sleeps six is also available ($119). Look for the (changeable) sign out front, which might say something like, ‘Always clean, usually friendly.’





Deane’s Oceanfront LodgeMOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-547-3321; www.deaneslodge.com; 7365 US 101; d $118-134; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Located a couple miles north of town, this cute place has 16 tidy and differently themed rooms, most with ocean view. Special amenities include glass-block showers, vintage kitchenettes (in just two rooms), grassy yard over the beach and covered back patio. There’s also a duplex that sleeps six.





Ocean HavenINN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-547-3583; www.oceanhaven.com; 94770 US 101 S; d $110-175; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W)


This casual inn 8 miles south of Yachats is run by an eccentric couple devoted to ocean preservation. All rooms come with kitchenettes and awesome ocean views. There’s free wi-fi but no cell service, TVs or in-room phones. The rustic cabin has hosted author Robert Bly. Whimsical details add personality to an already quirky place.





Rock Park CottagesCOTTAGE$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-547-3214; www.sweethomesrentals.com/rock-park-cottages; 431 W 2nd St; d $107-175; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Five cute and comfy cottages with kitchenette are available here, some with peeks at the ocean. Most are studios, but cottage 1 has a separate bedroom, and there’s also a large A-frame that sleeps up to six and is great for families ($125 to $495). Three-night minimum.





[image: icon-top-choice]oHeceta Head Lighthouse B&BB&B$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%866-547-3696; www.hecetalighthouse.com; 92072 Hwy 101 S; d $299-440; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W)


This 1894 Queen Anne B&B can’t help but attract passersby. Located near the lighthouse trail, it’s 13 miles south of town on US 101. Inside there are six pretty rooms, all simply furnished with period antiques, along with a classy, museum-like atmosphere. Breakfast is a seven-course gourmet sensation and reservations are definitely recommended.







5Eating


Green Salmon Coffee HouseCAFE$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-547-3077; www.thegreensalmon.com; 220 Hwy 101; coffee drinks $2-7; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7:30am-2:30pm; [image: icon-veggif]v) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Organic and fair trade are big words at this eclectic cafe, where locals meet for tasty breakfast items (pastries, lox bagels, homemade oatmeal). The inventive list of hot beverages ranges from regular drip coffee to lavender rosemary cocoa to CBD infused. Vegan menu available, plus a used-book exchange.






[image: icon-top-choice]oYachats Brewing & FarmstoreGASTROPUB$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-547-3884; www.yachatsbrewing.com; 348 US-101; mains $16-24; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-8pm Mon-Thu, to 9pm Fri & Sat, to 7pm Sun)


Order at the bar from the changing menu of eclectic mains or an excellent burger or vegetarian beet burger, and snacks like house-pickled veggies. Pair with beer or kombucha (try the Salal Sour beer for local flavor) and take a seat on the outside patio or by a warm, bright window. It doesn’t get more pleasant than this.





Adobe ResortAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-547-3141; www.adoberesort.com; 1555 US 101; breakfast mains $5-16, dinner mains $17-28; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-9pm Mon-Sat, from 8:30am Sun)


This upscale resort is worth visiting for its dining room alone, which has great ocean views and hearty breakfast dishes like apple-gingerbread griddlecakes.





OnaNORTHWESTERN US$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-547-6627; www.onarestaurant.com; 131 US 101; mains $12-37; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-8:30pm Jul-Sep, shorter hours Oct-May)


Yachats’ most elegant restaurant, Ona has an upscale yet still casual atmosphere. Pasta, seafood and meats rule the mains, though there are also a few soups, salads and burgers. Happy hour runs 4pm to 6pm Sunday through Thursday and offers great food deals, and patio seating is available. Lunch is weekends-only outside summer, when it’s also closed Mondays.





Drift InnAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-547-4477; www.the-drift-inn.com; 124 N US 101; mains $12-25; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-9pm)


Wood booths mean cozy dining at this very popular restaurant. A decent range of dishes meets everyone’s needs: seven kinds of salads, plenty of seafood (such as crab ravioli), pasta, burgers, steaks, sandwiches and rice bowls. Early birds can peck at the raspberry crepes and spinach frittata. Live music nightly at 6:30pm.







8Information

Cape Perpetua Visitor Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-547-3289; www.fs.usda.gov/siuslaw; 2400 Hwy 101; vehicle fee $5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9:30am-4:30pm Jun-Aug, 10am-4pm Sep-May)

Visitor Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-929-0477; www.yachats.org; cnr Hwy 101 N & W 3rd St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Mon-Fri) Next to C&K Market.




8Getting There & Away

Lincoln County Transit connects Yachats with Newport ($3, 1½ hours) and Lincoln City ($9, 2½ hours).












SOUTHERN OREGON COAST

The flip side of its northern coastal counterpart, Oregon’s southern coast is further from the major inland metropolises and consequently gets less attention, less traffic and more solitude. Much of the coastline here is nearly pristine, with a wild and dramatic feel. Beautiful clean rivers gush from inland mountainsides down to the sea, offering exceptional salmon and steelhead fishing along with boating recreation. Life is laid-back and subdued; if you find a sandy beach at the end of a hiking trail, chances are you’ll have it to yourself.

The southern coast is slowly attracting a finer class of tourism, with world-class golf courses and amazing gourmet restaurants – if that’s what you’re looking for. Harboring a milder climate (and less precipitation) than the north has its advantages as well, and the scenic drives – especially from Port Orford to Brookings – boast some of the most memorable coastal views you’ll ever set eyes on.

[image: 23-sthn-oregon-coast-pnw8-jpg]


Florence

[image: icon-phonegif]%541 / POP 8947

Much of Florence consists of a long, commercial strip that serves the needs of tourists and passing dune-buggy enthusiasts buzzing a path to the Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area further south. Find your way to the Old Town neighborhood, however, and you’ll see another, more charming side of the town: a quaint waterfront district nestled along the scenic Siuslaw River next to the Oregon coast’s prettiest harbor.


1Sights


Darlingtonia State Natural SitePARK

(https://oregonstateparks.org; Mercer Lake Rd) [image: icon-free]F


Three miles north of downtown Florence on US 101 is Darlingtonia State Natural Site, where a short boardwalk overlooks a surreal bog of insect-eating pitcher plants (Darlingtonia californica, also known as cobra lilies). The flowers bloom late spring through early summer.





Siuslaw Pioneer MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-997-7884; 278 Maple St; adult/child $4/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-4pm Tue-Sun Feb-Dec)


Located in a 1905 schoolhouse, this museum displays exceptional farming, fishing and logging artifacts, along with pioneer items and Native American artifacts.







2Activities


Sand Master ParkOUTDOORS

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-997-6006; www.sandmasterpark.com; 5351 US 101; board rentals per day from $10, lessons from $45; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6:30pm)


Yes, sandboarding. It’s like snowboarding, but on sand. Try it on the dunes at the northern edge of Florence. Sandboard rentals and lessons are on offer, and on Saturdays (in summer) free sand-sculpture classes are given for those not keen on sand rashes.





Sandland AdventuresADVENTURE SPORTS

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-997-8087; www.sandland.com; 85366 US 101 S; dune-buggy tours per hour $16; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm, closed Sun & Mon Mar-May; [image: icon-familygif]c)


This place offers fun for the entire family, from dune-buggy tours to miniature golf to go-karts to bumper boats. There’s even a 12-minute train ride and water balloon fights. In summer, reserve ahead for the dune-buggy tours.





C&M StablesHORSEBACK RIDING

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-997-7540; www.oregonhorsebackriding.com; 90241 N US 101; rides per person from $60; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm)


There’s horseback riding on beaches and trails 8 miles north of Florence at these stables. All levels are catered to, from total beginners (little kids can ride around a corral) to experts and the more adventuresome.







zFestivals & Events


Rhododendron FestivalPARADE

(https://florencechamber.com/annual-events/rhody-festival-2; [image: icon-hoursgif]hlate May)


A parade and flower show are highlights of the three-day festival which has been celebrated for more than 100 years to honor the ubiquitous shrubbery.







4Sleeping


Alder Dune CampgroundCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-547-3679; www.fs.usda.gov; 89630 US 101; sites $24)


About 4 miles north of town is pleasant Alder Dune Campground with 29 sites in a forest between two freshwater lakes.





Landmark InnMOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-822-7811; www.landmarkmotel.com; 1551 4th St; d $99-179; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W)


This pretty hilltop inn is one of the best deals in town, offering a dozen tasteful and spacious rooms and suites, some with kitchen and three with Jacuzzi (one on a tiny private outdoor deck). A good choice for families; get suite 10 for a great view of the Siuslaw River. There’s a sauna building, too.





Blue Heron Inn B&BB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-997-7780; www.blueheroninnflorence.com; 6563 Hwy 126; d $105-175; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Four beautiful rooms are available at this pleasant B&B, 2.5 miles east of Florence right on Hwy 126. The owners are friendly and knowledgeable, there’s a basement movie room and a great river view from the living room. Breakfast is gourmet. Best for ages 14 and up.





Edwin K B&BB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-833-9465; www.edwink.com; 1155 Bay St; d $140-200, apt $165-250; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Sitting across the street from the Siuslaw River is the flowery Edwin K, which comes with six comfortable rooms. All are spacious, and three have Jacuzzi tubs. A gourmet breakfast is served, and a huge apartment with kitchen that sleeps four is also available.







5Eating & Drinking


Lovejoy’s Restaurant & TearoomFUSION$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-902-0502; www.lovejoysrestaurant.com; 195 Nopal St; mains $8-11, high tea $21.75; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-2pm Tue-Fri, from 8am Sat)


Darling little place serving up hearty breakfasts, British pub fare (bangers and mash and lots more) and tea sandwiches (cucumber, cream cheese, watercress and several other varieties), local seafood treats (such as crab cakes), salads, and various luscious desserts (lemon-curd cheesecake, brownie sundae). High tea – good for lunch – starts at 11am.





[image: icon-top-choice]oWaterfront DepotNORTHWESTERN US$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-902-9100; http://thewaterfrontdepot.com; 1252 Bay St; mains $15-25; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4-10pm)


This cozy, atmospheric joint is one of Florence’s best restaurants. Come early to snag one of the few waterfront tables, then enjoy your jambalaya pasta or the regulars’ favorite, crab-encrusted halibut. There are excellent small plates, a great wine list and spectacular desserts. Reserve ahead – it’s well priced and very popular.





Bridgewater Fish House & Zebra BarSEAFOOD$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-997-1133; www.bridgewaterfishhouse.com; 1297 Bay St; mains $11-29; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm, closed Tue)


Bright, lively and welcoming spot serving excellent seafood like cioppino, steamed mussels, coconut shrimp and a particularly good clam chowder. Steaks and pasta dishes are very well done as well. The adjacent Zebra Bar is the best place around for a local beer on tap or a cocktail.





River RoastersCAFE

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-997-3443; 1240 Bay St; espresso drinks from $2.50; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-5pm; [image: icon-petgif]#)


A wonderful place for a leisurely cuppa on a sunny morning, the deck of this cafe looks out onto the Siuslaw River. There’s not much in the way of food besides baked goods and bagels but the coffee is great and the setting even better.







8Information

Visitor Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-997-3128; www.florencechamber.com; 290 US 101; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Mon-Fri, 10am-2pm Sat, plus 11am-3pm Sun May-Oct)




8Getting There & Around

Greyhound buses run from Eugene to Florence ($27, 1¼ hours) several times daily. The Florence – Yachats Connector ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-902-2067; one-way $2.50; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMon-Fri) runs four times a day. Rhody Express ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-902-5067; www.ltd.org/rhody; one-way fare $1; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm Mon-Fri) runs hourly on weekdays around town.






Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area

[image: icon-phonegif]%541

Stretching for 50 miles between Florence and Coos Bay, the Oregon Dunes form the largest expanse of oceanfront sand dunes in the USA. The dunes tower up to 500ft and undulate inland as far as 3 miles to meet coastal forests, harboring curious ecosystems that sustain an abundance of wildlife, especially birds. The area inspired Frank Herbert to pen his epic sci-fi Dune novels.

The very northern and southern sections of the dunes are dominated by dune buggies and dirt bikes (off-highway vehicles, or OHVs); avoid hiking in these areas. It’s possible to rent vehicles south of Florence and around Winchester Bay. The central section of the dunes is closed to OHVs and preserved for wildlife and more peaceful human activities such as hiking and canoeing.


4Sleeping


William M Tugman State ParkCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-452-5687, 541-759-3604; https://oregonstateparks.org; 72549 US 101; tent sites/yurts $26/46; [image: icon-petgif]#)


On US 101, 8 miles south of Reedsport, this is a large campground with grassy open areas and easy access to Eel Lake, popular for fishing and kayaking.





Tahkenitch CampgroundCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%877-444-6777; www.recreation.gov; 79750 Hwy 101; campsites $22; [image: icon-petgif]#)


A good woodsy place to ditch those OHVs; also has trailheads. Located on US 101, 8 miles north of Reedsport.





Jessie M Honeyman Memorial State ParkCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-452-5687, 541-997-3641; https://oregonstateparks.org; 84505 Hwy 101 S; tent/RV sites $21/31, yurts $46; [image: icon-petgif]#)


Located 3 miles south of Florence on Cleawox Lake; popular for its easy access to the dunes. The lake is great for swimming. Rent canoes and kayaks at the park concession.





Umpqua Lighthouse State ParkCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-271-4118; https://oregonstateparks.org; 460 Lighthouse Rd; tent/RV sites $19/29, yurts/deluxe yurts $43/92; [image: icon-petgif]#)


Pleasant, wooded campsites adjacent to tiny Lake Marie, which warms up nicely in summer for great swimming. One of the more quiet campgrounds in the area. Four miles south of Reedsport.







8Information

Get information at the Oregon Dunes Visitors Center in Reedsport; it’s in the same building as the Chamber of Commerce.




8Getting There & Away

You need a vehicle to get to Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area, which is off Hwy 101 just west of Reedsport.






Reedsport

[image: icon-phonegif]%541 / POP 4121

Five miles from where the mighty Umpqua River joins the Pacific Ocean is Reedsport, the historic port that ushered out the immense bounty of logs cut in the wide Umpqua River drainage. Today Reedsport is a small town getting smaller, but it still boasts a few area attractions. Its location in the middle of the Oregon Dunes makes it an ideal base for exploring the region.

Take the kids to Umpqua Discovery Center to explore the area’s cultural and natural history through colorful murals and a few interactive displays. A free platform offers good views of the Umpqua River, and there are casual eateries nearby.

A herd of about 120 Roosevelt elk loiter at Dean Creek Elk Viewing Area, a roadside wildlife refuge 3 miles east on Hwy 38. These elk are Oregon’s largest land mammals.


1Sights


Umpqua River LighthouseLIGHTHOUSE

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-271-4631; https://oregonstateparks.org; 1020 Lighthouse Rd; adult/child $8/4; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm May-Oct, hours vary Nov-Apr)


About 4 miles south of town you can tour the 1894 Umpqua River Lighthouse; the lighthouse’s museum (200yd away) is free. Opposite is a whale-watching platform, and a nearby nature trail rings freshwater Lake Marie, which is popular for swimming. There’s camping in the area.





Umpqua Discovery CenterMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-271-4816; www.umpquadiscoverycenter.com; 409 Riverfront Way; adult/child $8/4; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm, from noon Sun; [image: icon-familygif]c)


This excellent discovery center has exhibits geared to all ages, covering the cultural and geological history of the tidewater area. There are lots of video elements, and you can walk through a series of ecosystems in different seasons.







4Sleeping


Salmon Harbor Landing MotelMOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-271-3742; 265 8th St, Winchester Bay; d $59-80; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-petgif]#)


This is a fairly standard little budget motel, made more special by the family-run atmosphere and individually decorated, homey rooms. It’s in Winchester Bay about 5.4 miles southwest of Reedsport.







8Information

Oregon Dunes Visitors Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-271-6000; www.fs.usda.gov/siuslaw; 855 Hwy 101; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-4:30pm Mon-Sat Jun-Aug, Mon-Fri Sep-May)




WORTH A TRIP

HALL LAKE

Want to know where the locals go? Then take Wildwood Dr, directly across from William M Tugman State Park, go half a mile and you’ll see the sign for Hall Lake Day Use Area on your left. You can walk around the lake in about a half hour, climbing sand dunes along the way for an ocean view; in the future the trail might extend to encircle nearby Schuttpelz Lake.






Coos Bay & North Bend

[image: icon-phonegif]%541 / POP 25,000

The no-nonsense city of Coos Bay and its modest neighbor North Bend make up the largest urban area on the Oregon coast. Coos Bay boasts the largest natural harbor between San Francisco and Seattle, and has long been a major shipping and manufacturing center for most of Southern Oregon. It was also once the largest timber port in the world. Today there are less logs but you’ll still see plenty of them. Tourism swells a bit in summer; however most people head to the more scenic coastal towns to the north and south.


1Sights


Coos Art MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-267-3901; www.coosart.org; 235 Anderson Ave, Coos Bay; adult/child $5/2; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Tue-Fri, from 1pm Sat)


The Coos Art Museum, in a historic art-deco building, provides a hub for the region’s art culture. Rotating exhibits from the museum’s permanent collection are displayed, along with occasional shows of local artists’ works.





Coos Historical & Maritime MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-756-6320; www.cooshistory.org; 1210 N Front St, Coos Bay; adult/child $7/3; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Tue-Sun)


In gigantic and fancy new digs on Coos Bay’s waterfront, this museum displays exhibits from Native American culture to maritime shipwrecks, plus mining, farming and travel in the region’s history.







zFestivals & Events


Oregon Coast Music FestivalMUSIC

(www.oregoncoastmusic.com; tickets $15-25; [image: icon-hoursgif]hJul)


Coos Bay’s mostly classical Oregon Coast Music Festival takes place over two weeks in July at various venues around town.







4Sleeping


Bay Bridge MotelMOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-557-3156; 66304 US 101, North Bend; d from $55; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W)


This motel is located just north of the McCullough Bridge and has typical amenities, but most of the 11 rooms boast very atypical bay views. A few have kitchenettes.





Edgewater InnMOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-267-0423, 800-233-0423; www.theedgewaterinn.com; 275 E Johnson Ave, Coos Bay; d from $95; [image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s[image: icon-petgif]#)


Tucked in behind Safeway and Fred Meyer’s, this pleasant motel features clean, good-sized rooms (some with kitchenette and Jacuzzi). Get an upper room for views over the river; they only cost slightly more. A business center, gym and indoor pool are fun diversions.







5Eating & Drinking


Fishermen’s Seafood MarketSEAFOOD$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-267-2722; 200 S Bayshore Dr, Coos Bay; mains $6-17; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-4pm Mon-Sat, limited winter hours)


Best for takeout, this classic seafood shack on the bayfront has only two tables and a fish counter. Order fish-and-chips or a clam basket and head outside; there are plenty of benches on the nearby boardwalk.





[image: icon-top-choice]o7 Devils Brewing CoBREWERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-808-3738; www.7devilsbrewery.com; 247 S 2nd St, Coos Bay; pints $5-7, meals $9-14; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm, to 10pm Fri & Sat)


An oasis of hip in work-a-day Coos Bay, the high-ceiling interior of this brewery is choc-full of artistic touches like ceramic hop pendant lights to paintings, some by the owner, Annie. On sunny days you can enjoy the patio and there’s often live music or events in the big community room. Enjoy it all with a bold Groundswell IPA and a fresh albacore tuna sandwich.







8Information

Coos Bay Visitor Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-269-0215; www.oregonsbayareachamber.com; 50 Central Ave, Coos Bay; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Mon-Fri, plus 10am-2pm Sat & Sun summer)

North Bend Visitor Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-756-4613; www.northbendcity.org; 1380 Sherman Ave, North Bend; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm)




8Getting There & Away

Coastal Express ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-921-2871; www.currypublictransit.org; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMon-Fri) shuttles connect Coos Bay/North Bend with Bandon ($4, 1¾ hours), Port Orford ($13.25, two hours 40 minutes), Gold Beach ($17.25, 3½ hours) and Brookings ($21, 4¼ hours).

Coos County Area Transit (www.coostransit.org; one-way fare $1) has weekday services around Coos Bay, North Bend and Charleston.






Charleston & Around

[image: icon-phonegif]%541 / POP 3000

Charleston is a tiny bump of civilization on the Cape Arago Hwy, a commercial fishing port that sits just 8 miles southwest of bustling Coos Bay but feels worlds away. It makes a good jumping-off point to a trio of splendid state parks on the Cape Arago headlands.


1Sights


Shore Acres State ParkPARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-888-3732; www.shoreacres.net; Cape Arago Hwy; day use $5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-8pm)


Beautiful rehabilitated gardens are the highlight of this unusual state park, 4 miles southwest of Charleston. Louis Simpson, a shipping and lumber magnate, was exploring for new stands of lumber in 1905 when he discovered this wildly eroded headland.





Charleston Marine Life CenterAQUARIUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-888-2581; www.charlestonmarinelifecenter.com; 63466 Boat Basin Rd; adult/child $5/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-5pm Wed-Sat; [image: icon-familygif]c)


This fantastic new little museum/aquarium has lots of interactive displays plus views out over the harbor. Touch a whale on a screen to hear its song, pet a baby seal pelt, watch a fun film larva or pick up a sea urchin from a tank. It’s run by the Oregon Institute of Marine Biology.





South Slough National Estuarine Research ReserveMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-888-5558; www.southsloughestuary.org; 61907 Seven Devils Rd; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Tue-Sat) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Charleston sits at the mouth of South Slough, a tidal river basin that turns into a vast, muddy estuary full of wildlife. Four miles south of Charleston on Seven Devils Rd is this excellent interpretive center, with exhibits on estuarine ecology, also showcased in a 12-minute video. It runs events and programs all year.

Several walking trails, ranging from 0.25 to 3 miles, offer glimpses of the local ecology. Canoeing is also possible but you’ll need your own canoe.





Cape Arago State ParkPARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-551-6949; www.oregonstateparks.org; Cape Arago Hwy)


About 5 miles south of Charleston at blustery Cape Arago you can scan the horizon for whales, seals and watch ships passing into Coos Bay. The 0.2-mile South Cove Trail leads to a beach and tide pools while the 0.2-mile North Trail plops you on another beach (closed March 1 to June 30 to protect seal pups) from which you can see offshore Shell Island, a protected seal and sea lion colony.







4Sleeping & Eating


Captain John’s MotelMOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-888-4041; www.captjohnsmotel.com; 63360 Kingfisher Dr; d $65-95, apt $108-150; [image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Popular with anglers, Captain John’s keeps room smells down by providing an outside crab-cooking facility for guests. Some rooms have a kitchenette. It’s a bit run-down, but a classic old-school spot that’s fine for a night. It’s right near the boat docks.





Bastendorff Beach County ParkCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-888-5353, 541-396-7755; www.co.coos.or.us/Departments/CoosCountyParks/Bastendorff.aspx; 63379 Bastendorff Beach Rd; tent/RV sites $20/30, cabins $45; [image: icon-petgif]#)


Two miles southwest of town, just off Cape Arago Hwy, this park has more than 90 pleasant wooded campsites in a developed campground near the beach.





Sunset Bay State ParkCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-888-4902, 800-551-6949; www.oregonstateparks.org; 89814 Cape Arago Hwy; tent/RV sites $19/31, yurts $43; [image: icon-petgif]#)


Three miles southwest of town, this is a busy, sheltered beachside campground with 130 sites, eight yurts, showers and flush toilets.





Portside RestaurantAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-888-5544; www.portsidebythebay.com; 63383 Kingfisher Rd; lunch mains $12-20, dinner $16-60; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-11pm)


Seafood dominates the menu at this step-back-in-time restaurant, though there are a few terrestrial choices including chicken, beef and pasta. The best part is definitely the great bay view. There’s live music in the lounge on weekends.







8Information

Visitor Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-888-2311; 91143 Cape Arago Hwy; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Mon-Sat, from noon Sun) Sits at the west end of the bridge.




8Getting There & Away

Charleston is southwest of North Bend and Coos Bay, along the Cape Arago Hwy. Most people drive here but Coos County Area Transit runs regular bus services to/from Coos Bay (10 minutes).






Bandon

[image: icon-phonegif]%541 / POP 3112

The cute little town of Bandon sits at the bay of the Coquille River. Its Old Town district has been gentrified into a picturesque harborside location that offers pleasant strolling, window-shopping and sweets-tasting. The area’s most noteworthy industry is cranberry farming, with neighboring bogs yielding a considerable percentage of the cranberry harvest in the US. Nearby is a world-class golf resort.


1Sights


Washed Ashore Gallery & WorkshopGALLERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-329-0317; http://washedashore.org; 325 2nd St SE; admission by donation; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-5pm Thu-Sat, longer hours summer; [image: icon-familygif]c) [image: icon-sustainable]S


This tiny but cool gallery features gigantic sculptures made from trash washed up from the sea. Walk through a life-sized whale skeleton made from plastic bottles, pose with a garbage shark or snuggle with a rubbish starfish. There’s a hands-on area at the back where you can help with the art pieces.





Face RockLANDMARK

A few blocks to the south of Table Rock is Face Rock, a huge monolith with a very real-looking, almost creepy human profile. Native American legends tell of a maiden and her pet kittens turned to stone by an evil sea god; they all now rise as sea stacks. A path winds along the headland and to the beach.




Table RockLANDMARK

At Coquille Point, at the end of SW 11th St, steps lead down to a beach interspersed with rocky crags and monoliths. Table Rock lies just offshore and is protected as the Oregon Islands National Wildlife Refuge.




Bandon Historical Society MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-347-2164; 270 Fillmore Ave; adult/child $3/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Mon-Sat Feb-Dec)


This museum has exhibits on the area’s historical industries and the Coquille Native Americans, along with memorable photos of Bandon’s two devastating fires and various shipwrecks.







zFestivals & Events


Cranberry FestivalCULTURAL

([image: icon-hoursgif]hmid-Sep)


This festival is Bandon’s largest civic event. It features a parade, craft fair and the crowning of the Cranberry Queen.







4Sleeping


Bullards Beach State ParkCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-347-2209, 800-551-6949; www.oregonstateparks.org; US 101; RV & tent sites $29, yurts $43; [image: icon-petgif]#)


On US 101, 2 miles north of town, are 185 RV and tent sites, plus 13 yurts, hot showers, flush toilets and easy beach access. Historic lighthouse nearby, too.





Sea Star GuesthouseGUESTHOUSE$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-347-9632; www.seastarbandon.com; 370 1st St; d $95-175; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W)


This pretty harborside guesthouse offers six pleasant rooms, all comfortable and tastefully decorated, and each with its own amenities. The biggest suite has a loft and water views, and sleeps up to six. It was being remodeled at the time of research so should be even nicer by the time you get there!





WindermereMOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-347-3710; www.windermereonthebeach.com; 3250 Beach Loop Dr; d $102-198; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Very pleasant and spacious rooms here range from simple affairs to more upscale suites with kitchenette, fireplace and private balcony or deck. All have truly stunning ocean views, many through giant windows, and you can have your toes in the sand within a minute’s walk from your door. Located about 2 miles southwest of the center.







5Eating


Tony’s Crab ShackSEAFOOD$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-347-2875; www.tonyscrabshack.com; 155 1st St; mains $5-18; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10:30am-6pm)


What could be better than eating seafood at a shack on a boat dock? At Tony’s you’ll choose from fresh, grilled fish from rock cod to sockeye salmon, sandwiches like hot crab and shrimp, and house specials like fish tacos or crab cakes. Casual atmosphere, with outside tables for warm days. There’s an attached equipment rental shop if you’re inspired to catch your own.





Alloro Wine Bar & RestaurantITALIAN$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-347-1850; www.allorowinebar.com; 375 2nd St; mains $32-42; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4:30-9pm, brunch 10am-2pm Sun, closed Sun-Wed winter)


This small and fancy restaurant with crisp, white tablecloths, boasts an Italian-influenced menu and a wide-ranging wine list. Try the cacciucco, a Tuscan-style seafood stew, the locally farmed sirloin steak or the veggie-friendly pasta primavera.







8Information

Chamber of Commerce ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-347-9616; www.bandon.com; 300 2nd St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Mon-Sat, from 1pm Sun)




8Getting There & Around

Coastal Express (Curry Public Transport; [image: icon-phonegif]%800-921-2871; www.currypublictransit.org; per ride $4; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMon-Fri) has three daily shuttles connecting Bandon with Coos Bay/North Bend, Port Orford, Gold Beach and Brookings.

South Coast Bicycles ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-347-1995; www.southcoastbicycles.com; 805 2nd St SE; per day $50; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm Mon-Fri, to 5pm Sat, noon-5pm Sun) rents out mountain or road bikes.




WORTH A TRIP

FLORAS LAKE

Unassuming Langlois, 14 miles south of Bandon, is the closest town to Floras Lake, a covert windsurfing, kitesurfing and kayaking destination. Only a thin sand spit separates this shallow springwater lake from the ocean. Summer is the peak season, though winter storms also attract adventurers. To reach the lake, head 1 mile south of Langlois on US 101, turn west onto Floras Lake Rd and follow the signs for 2.7 miles.

There are campsites ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-247-3386; www.co.curry.or.us/departments/parks/boice_cope_park.php; 92850 Boice Cope Rd, Langlois; tent/RV sites $15/22) at the lake with showers available but no RV hookups. For more comfort, check into the lovely four-room Floras Lake House B&B ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-348-2573; www.floraslake.com; 92870 Boice Cope Rd, Langlois; d $195-215; [image: icon-hoursgif]hApr-Sep; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W) nearby. There’s a small market (famous for its hot dogs) and a cafe in Langlois.

Equipment rental and lessons are available at the lake from Floras Lake Kite & Windsurf ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-348-9912; www.floraslakekiting.com; 29850 Boice Cope Rd, Langlois; beginner kite surfing/windsurfing lessons per person $300/75; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm Memorial Day–Labor Day); take the short, unmarked path next to RV site 22, or ask at Floras Lake House for information.






Port Orford

[image: icon-phonegif]%541 / POP 1142

Perched on a grassy headland and wedged between two magnificent state parks, the hamlet of Port Orford is one of Oregon’s true natural ocean harbors (most others are situated along river mouths). It’s in one of the most scenic stretches of coastal highway and there are stellar views even from the center of town. While Port Orford is still a small place, the outside world has discovered its charms: an upscale retreat is nestled a half mile from the center, and renowned glass artist Chris Hawthorne has a fancy gallery, along with the area’s finest restaurant. Off-season, however, the town still has a work-a-day, very relaxing vibe.


1Sights


Cape Blanco State ParkPARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-332-2973; https://oregonstateparks.org; Cape Blanco Rd) [image: icon-free]F


Nine miles north of Port Orford, this rugged promontory is the second-most-westerly point of the continental US and host to a fine state park with hiking trails spreading out over the headland. Sighted in 1603 by Spanish explorer Martín d’Aguilar, Cape Blanco juts far out into the Pacific, withstanding lashing winds that can pass 100mph. Visitors can tour the Cape Blanco Lighthouse, built in 1870, the oldest and highest operational lighthouse in Oregon.





Port Orford Heads State ParkPARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-332-0521; https://oregonstateparks.org; Coast Guard Rd)


A short drive along Coast Guard Rd leads to this state park, which has the best location in town. A couple of 20-minute loop trails offer fine panoramic views and a closer look at coastal flora. Deer and bunnies live on the grassy picnic grounds surrounding the Lifeboat Station Museum (www.enjoyportorford.com/lifeboatstation.html; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-3:30pm Wed-Mon Apr-Oct) [image: icon-free]F, which was formerly a Coast Guard station. Check out the 36ft ‘unsinkable’ motor lifeboat on display.





Hughes HouseLANDMARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-332-0248; www.capeblancoheritagesociety.com/hughes-ranch; Cape Blanco Rd; tours by donation; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-3:30pm Wed-Mon Apr-Oct) [image: icon-free]F


This huge, elaborate, nicely restored Victorian home was built in 1898 by Patrick Hughes, an Irish dairy rancher and gold miner who settled the area.





Cape Blanco LighthouseLIGHTHOUSE

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-332-2207; https://oregonstateparks.org; 91814 Cape Blanco Rd; admission by donation; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-3:15pm Wed-Mon Apr-Oct)


This lighthouse, built in 1870, is the oldest and highest operational lighthouse in Oregon. There’s an informative visitor center, plus tours that let you go up to the lighthouse’s top floor – and if you’re into playing dress-up, you can try on a lighthouse cleaner’s smock and feather duster.







4Sleeping


Humbug Mountain State ParkCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-332-6774, 800-551-6949; https://oregonstateparks.org; Hwy 101; tent/RV sites $17/24; [image: icon-petgif]#)


If the near-constant coastal winds become too much for you, retreat for the night to this quiet, wooded campground with nearly 100 comfortable, sheltered sites and access to showers and flush toilets, 6 miles south of Port Orford on Hwy 101.





Cape Blanco State ParkCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-332-6774, 800-551-6949; https://oregonstateparks.org; OR 250; tent & RV sites $24, cabins $43-53; [image: icon-petgif]#)


Located on Hwy 101, 9 miles northeast of town on a high, sheltered rocky headland with beach access and great views of the lighthouse. Showers, flush toilets and boat ramp available.





Castaway-by-the-Sea MotelMOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-332-4502; www.castawaybythesea.com; 545 W 5th St; d $110-140, ste $140-185; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Thirteen modern, pleasant and spacious (if a little dated) ocean-view rooms, some with kitchenette and loft, are available at this motel perched above town. Trivia: the Castaway claims to be the most westerly motel in the continental US.





[image: icon-top-choice]oWildspring Guest HabitatCABIN$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%866-333-9453; www.wildspring.com; 92978 Cemetery Loop Rd; d $298-328; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W)


A few acres of wooded serenity greet you at this quiet retreat, set in a sheltered grove a half-mile from town. Five luxury cabin suites, all filled with elegant furniture and modern amenities such as radiant-floor heating and slate showers, make for a very comfortable and romantic getaway. An outdoor Jacuzzi with spectacular views is included, as is breakfast.







5Eating


Crazy NorwegianAMERICAN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-332-8601; 259 6th St; mains $8-18; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-7pm Tue-Sun)


A casual family spot famous for its excellent fish-and-chips and seafood combos. Soup, salad and sandwich fans won’t be disappointed, either, and there are homemade cakes and pies aplenty. Just be prepared to wait at peak times. It’s all decorated in Norwegian cartoon paintings.





GriffsSEAFOOD$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-332-8985; Port Orford Dock; mains $10-20; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10:30am-8pm)


For seafood at a nontouristy, working dock, there’s Griffs, a very cute greasy-spoon shack at the port with good fish-and-chips (several kinds), basic seafood dishes and crab melts.





[image: icon-top-choice]oRedfishSEAFOOD$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-366-2200; www.redfishportorford.com; Hawthorne Gallery, 517 Jefferson St; mains $10-32; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm Mon-Fri, 10am-9pm Sat & Sun) [image: icon-sustainable]S


At first glance this slick, outrageous-sea-view restaurant would seem better located in Portland’s Pearl District – it’s even attached to a highbrow art gallery, owned by glass artist Chris Hawthorne and family. Redfish boasts the freshest seafood in town, so take advantage; the menu changes seasonally. Weekend brunch, too.







8Information

Visitor Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-332-4106; www.portorford.org/visitorcenter.html; 520 Jefferson St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm) At Battle Rock Park (in the center of town).




8Getting There & Away

Coastal Express ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-921-2871; www.currypublictransit.org; one-way fare $4) has Monday-to-Friday shuttles connecting Port Orford with Coos Bay/North Bend, Bandon, Gold Beach and Brookings.






Gold Beach

[image: icon-phonegif]%541 / POP 2282

At the mouth of the Rogue River, Gold Beach got its start when the precious ore was discovered here in 1853. The mines didn’t strike it rich compared to other places, but the town remained. Then in the early 20th century, salmon-rich waters caught the fancy of gentlemen anglers such as Jack London and Zane Grey. Still a place for fishing vacations, Gold Beach’s other big attraction is jet-boat excursions up the Rogue River, one of Oregon’s wildest and most remote. Wildlife-viewing is good, with deer, elk, otters, beavers, eagles and osprey.


1Sights


Natural Bridge ViewpointVIEWPOINT

(Mile 346, Hwy 101)


A viewing platform here – a minute’s walk from the parking area – offers fantastic photo ops and views of rock arches, the remains of collapsed sea caves.





Cape Sebastian State ParkPARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-551-6949; https://oregonstateparks.org)


The coast around Gold Beach is spectacular. Take a break at Cape Sebastian State Park, a rocky headland 7 miles south, for a panorama stretching from California to Cape Blanco. Flex your legs on a 1.5-mile walking trail to the cape; from December to April, keep your eyes peeled for whales.





Curry Historical Society MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-247-9396; 29419 Ellensburg Ave; adult/child $5/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Tue-Fri Feb-Dec)


The Curry Historical Society Museum has displays on the area’s mining, logging and Native American histories.







2Activities


Frances Shrader Old Growth TrailHIKING

(USFS Rd 090)


Drive about 8 miles up USFS Rd 33 and turn right on USFS Rd 090; after 2 miles you’ll reach the Shrader Old Growth Trail, which wanders for 1.5 miles through towering Douglas fir and Port Orford cedar.





Jerry’s Rogue JetsBOATING

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-451-3645; www.roguejets.com; 29985 Harbor Way; river trips adult/child from $50/25; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMay–mid-Oct)


Ready for a jet-boat trip? Hold onto your hat and see Jerry’s Rogue Jets, at the port. It also runs a large gift shop with a small museum on the history of the Rogue River, near the main office.







4Sleeping


Secret Camp RV ParkCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-247-2665; www.secretcamprvpark.com; 95614 Jerry’s Flat Rd; tent/RV sites $25/42; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Three miles east of town, this nature-surrounded haven, complete with small creek, offers pretty sites for campers and full hookups for RV enthusiasts. Firepits, horseshoes and volleyball are available. Free showers.





Ireland’s Rustic LodgesLODGE$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-247-7718; http://irelandsrusticlodges.com; 29330 Ellensburg Ave; d $80-299; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


A wide variety of accommodations awaits you at this woodsy place. There are regular suites with kitchenettes, rustic one- and two-bedroom cabins, beach houses or even RV sites. A glorious garden sits in front while beach views are out back. Three communal Jacuzzis with faraway ocean views, too.





[image: icon-top-choice]oTu Tu’ Tun LodgeLODGE$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-864-6357; www.tututun.com; 96550 N Bank Rogue River Rd; d $165-390, ste $295-530, houses $365-820; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W)


One of Oregon’s most exclusive hideaways is 7 miles up the Rogue River. The luxurious rooms and suites all come with river views, while a few boast fireplaces and private outdoor Jacuzzis. It’s a romantic spot with a small golf course and an excellent dining room. Three houses also available.







5Eating


Indian Creek CaféAMERICAN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-247-0680; 94682 Jerry’s Flat Rd; mains $8-14; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5:30am-2pm; [image: icon-veggif]v)


This homey, classic American-looking cafe does some inventive breakfasts, with lots of good vegetarian options. Big portions. Gets very busy on summer weekends.





Anna’s by the SeaNORTHWESTERN US$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-247-2100; www.annasbythesea.com; 29672 Stewart St; mains $25-42; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-8:30pm Wed-Sat)


One of Gold Beach’s best restaurants, this homey spot serves up just a few key seasonally changing mains like black rock cod with sweet onions, oven-seared breast of duck and chicken thighs in chanterelle gravy. Great wine list, but don’t expect upscale: it’s self-proclaimed as ‘Rejecting trendy from the start.’ A 20% tip is added to every bill.





Porthole CaféAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-247-7411; 29975 Harbor Way; mains $9-21; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm)


Casual, reasonably priced, old-style harborside restaurant with a varied menu: lots of sandwiches (Reuben, tuna melt), burgers (chili, portabello and Swiss), salads (sesame chicken, fajita), seafood (chipotle fish-and-chips) and meats (prime rib, top sirloin). Has good water views and views of old ship wheels, and fish sculptures on the walls. Takeout fresh fish market on-site.







8Information

Ranger Station ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-247-3600; 29279 Ellensburg Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8:30am-12:30pm & 1:30-4:30pm Mon-Fri)

Visitors Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-525-2334; www.goldbeach.org; 94080 Shirley Lane; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-4pm Mon-Fri, plus 10am-5pm Sat & Sun summer)




8Getting There & Away

Coastal Express ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-921-2871; www.currypublictransit.org; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMon-Fri) has three daily shuttles connecting Gold Beach with Bandon ($8, 1½ hours), Coos Bay/North Bend ($17.25, 3½ hours), Port Orford ($4, one hour) and Brookings ($4, 45 minutes).






Brookings

[image: icon-phonegif]%541 / POP 6440

Just 6 miles from the California border, Brookings is a balmy commercial town on the bay of the Chetco River. Tourists are drawn here for the world-class salmon and steelhead fishing upriver, while the coastline to the north is some of Oregon’s most gorgeous. Winter temperatures hover around 60°F (15°C), making Brookings the state’s ‘banana belt’ and a mecca for retirees. The city is also a leader in Easter lily-bulb production; in July, fields south of town are filled with bright colors and a heavy scent.

Roads lead inland from Brookings up the Chetco River to the western edge of the Kalmiopsis Wilderness. Oregon’s only redwood forests are also found in this area – head to Alfred A Loeb State Park to see them, although the real giants are further south in California.


1Sights & Activities


Samuel H Boardman State ParkPARK

(https://oregonstateparks.org)


Four miles north of Brookings, US 101 winds over 11 miles of headlands through Boardman State Park, which contains some of Oregon’s most beautiful coastline. Along the highway are a number of roadside turnouts and picnic areas with short trails leading to secluded beaches and dramatic viewpoints. Marching far out to sea are tiny island chains, home to shorebirds and braying sea lions.





Azalea ParkPARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-469-1103; 640 Old County Rd)


This is a glorious, hilly park showcasing hundreds of azaleas, along with other pretty flora. Blooms are best from April to June. On Memorial Day weekend (late May), the park becomes the focus of the annual Azalea Festival, with a floral parade and craft fair. There are Sunday concerts in July and August and a holiday light show in December.





Chetco Valley Historical Society MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-469-6651; www.chetcomuseum.org; 15461 Museum Rd; admission by donation; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-4pm Sat & Sun Apr-Oct)


Once a stagecoach stop, the 1857 Blake House is now home to this museum. Stop in to see a quilt from 1844, an old Native American cedar canoe and an iron face supposedly cast to resemble Queen Elizabeth I. Outside is the ‘world’s largest Monterey cypress.’ Off-hours private tours are possible: call Julie Paine on [image: icon-phonegif]%541-469-3144.





Alfred A Loeb State ParkHIKING

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-469-2021; www.oregonstateparks.org; North Bank Chetco River Rd)


Lush Alfred A Loeb State Park, about 9 miles east of town, showcases two of Oregon’s rarest and most cherished trees – redwood and myrtle. Hike the gorgeous 1.2-mile Redwood Nature Trail loop; the trailhead is on Chetco Rd, 0.25 miles past the park’s entrance or walk an extra 0.7 miles to the trailhead along the beautiful Riverside Trail from the main parking lot.

If you can only take a short walk, the best redwood stand on the Redwood Trail is about one-tenth of a mile from the trailhead so you can easily do a quick up and back.







4Sleeping


Westward InnMOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-469-7471; www.westwardinn.com; 1026 Chetco Ave; d $79-130; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Very nice hotel rooms on tap here, some with distant ocean view. Clean, comfortable and definitely the best cheapie value in town.





Harris Beach State ParkCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-469-2021; www.oregonstateparks.org; 1655 US 101 N; tent/RV sites $20/32, yurts $45; [image: icon-petgif]#)


Camp above the beach at one of 150 sites here. Six yurts, showers, flush toilets and coin laundry are among the amenities. Located about a mile north of town.





South Coast Inn B&BB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-525-9273; www.southcoastinn.com; 516 Redwood St; d $119-159; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Bernard Maybeck designed this lovely arts-and-crafts–style house in 1917. It offers four rooms, one cottage and an apartment. It’s filled with antiques, and a gorgeous stone fireplace dominates the living room. The gardens are lovely.







5Eating


Mattie’s Pancake HouseAMERICAN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-469-7211; 15975 US 101 S; mains $5-17; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-1:30pm Tue-Sat)


This friendly, small-step-up-from-a-diner breakfast and lunch spot offers some seriously good pancakes including hearty oatmeal and buckwheat varieties. A short stack ($4.50) will do for most people as each pancake is larger than a human head. There are also lots of omelet and waffle choices plus sandwiches and salads at lunch.





Zola’s PizzeriaPIZZA$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-412-7100; www.zolaspizzeria.com; 16362 Lower Harbor Rd; pizzas $18-22; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm)


This funky place serves awesome hand-tossed pizza and will deliver, even to campsites. Good beer selection, too.





Art Alley GrilleAMERICAN$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-469-0800; www.artalleygrille.com; 515 Chetco Ave; mains $21-28; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4:30-8:30pm Wed-Sat, to 8pm winter)


This upscale, cozy, arty place is probably Brookings’ best restaurant. You can sit downstairs, which feels like an art gallery crossed with a comfy living room, or upstairs in ‘The Snug’ – or on a veranda in good weather. Dinner choices include great pasta, seafood and meat dishes, plus a good wine list.







8Information

Brookings Welcome Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-469-4117; brookingswc@traveloregon.com; 14433 Hwy 101 S; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm) Lots of brochures and good information.

Chamber of Commerce ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-469-3181; www.brookingsharborchamber.com; 703 Chetco Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-2pm Mon-Fri year-round, plus 11am-3pm Sat May-Sep)




8Getting There & Away

Coastal Express ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-921-2871; www.currypublictransit.org) shuttles (three daily) connect Brookings with Bandon ($12, two hours 15 minutes), Coos Bay/North Bend ($21, 4¼ hours), Port Orford ($8, 1½ hours) and Gold Beach ($4, 45 minutes).

Southwest Point ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-813-1223; www.southwest-point.com; 624 Railroad St) daily shuttles connect Brookings with Grants Pass ($33, four hours), Medford ($39, 4½ hours), Ashland ($41, five hours) and Klamath Falls ($66, 11 hours).
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Ashland & Southern Oregon

[image: 24-ashland-sthn-oregon-loc-pnw8-jpg]



Why Go?

With a warm, sunny and dry climate that belongs in nearby California, Southern Oregon is the state’s ‘banana belt.’ Rugged and remote landscapes are entwined with a number of designated ‘wild and scenic’ rivers, which are famous for their challenging white-water rafting, world-class fly-fishing and excellent hiking. There’s good birding in the area – especially for bald eagles – and exceptional lakes to visit, including spectacular Crater Lake, Oregon’s only national park.

Gold and timber originally brought pioneers to Southern Oregon cities, and today the migration continues with families and retirees seeking affordable housing. Downtowns have been revitalized, and there’s plenty of culture: Ashland is home to the renowned Oregon Shakespeare Festival, while nearby Jacksonville hosts the music-lovers’ Britt Festival. The region is also an up-and-coming destination for wine lovers.




When to Go

[image: ashland-cc.jpg]

	Jan Spot bald eagles (and other birds) at the Klamath Basin National Wildlife Refuges.

	Jul–Sep Crater Lake’s at its best: you can usually drive all the way around the rim.

	Jun–Sep Prime summer months for the Oregon Shakespeare Festival and the Britt Festival.







Best Places to Eat

A New Sammy’s Cowboy Bistro

A Crater Lake Lodge Dining Room

A Steamboat Inn

A Morning Glory

A Smithfields




Best Places to Stay

A Crater Lake Lodge

A Jacksonville Inn

A Country Willows

A Out ’n’ About Treesort

A Steamboat Inn






Ashland & Southern Oregon Highlights

[image: 24-ashland-sthn-oregon-ch-pnw8-jpg]

1 Oregon Shakespeare Festival Strutting with the Bard at Ashland’s renowned Shakespeare Festival.

2 Klamath Basin National Wildlife Refuges Counting bald eagles in this enchanting bird-watching region.

3 Rogue River Whooshing and splashing down Oregon’s premier white water, past towering, ancient forests.

4 Oregon Caves National Monument Descending 220ft to the geological wonders, labyrinthine passageways and sparkles of these fascinating caves.

5 Jacksonville Exploring historic downtown streets and wine-tasting rooms.

6 North Umpqua River Fly-fishing for wild steelhead on this lush river.

7 Crater Lake Seeing mirror reflections of the crater in the deep-blue lake while meandering the Rim Drive and stopping for breathtaking panoramas.




Ashland

[image: icon-phonegif]%541 / POP 21,117

This pretty city is the cultural center of Southern Oregon thanks to its internationally renowned Oregon Shakespeare Festival (OSF), which runs for nine months of the year and attracts hundreds of thousands of theatergoers from all over the world. The festival is so popular that it’s Ashland’s main attraction, packing it out in summer and bringing in steady cash flows for the town’s many fancy hotels, upscale B&Bs and fine restaurants.

Even without the OSF, however, Ashland is still a pleasant place whose trendy downtown streets buzz with well-heeled shoppers and youthful bohemians. In late fall and early winter – those few months when the festival doesn’t run – folks come to ski at nearby Mt Ashland. And wine lovers, take note: the area has several good wineries worth seeking out.


1Sights


Lithia ParkPARK

(59 Winburn Way)


Adjacent to Ashland’s three splendid theaters lies what is arguably the loveliest city park in Oregon, the 93 acres of which wind along Ashland Creek above the center of town. Unusually, the park is in the National Register of Historic Places. It is embellished with fountains, flowers, gazebos and an ice-skating rink (winter only), plus a playground and woodsy trails.





ScienceworksMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-482-6767; www.scienceworksmuseum.org; 1500 E Main St; adult/child $12/10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm Memorial Day-Labor Day, 10am-5pm Wed-Sun rest of year; [image: icon-familygif]c)


Families with children shouldn’t miss this hands-on interactive museum. It has plenty of fun science-oriented exhibits like a bubble room, hall of optical illusions and shadow wall that captures your silhouette. Admission is $3 the first Sunday of each month.





Schneider Museum of ArtMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-552-6245; http://sma.sou.edu; 1250 Siskiyou Blvd; suggested donation $5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Mon-Sat)


If you like contemporary art, check out this Southern Oregon University museum, where new exhibitions go up every month or so. The university also puts on theater and opera performances, along with classical concerts.







2Activities


Momentum River ExpeditionsRAFTING

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-488-2525; www.momentumriverexpeditions.com; 3195 East Main St 2; 1-day rafting trips $185; [image: icon-hoursgif]hApr-Sep)


This outfit runs one- to three-day rafting trips on the Upper Klamath River. Unlike many Oregon rivers that get low into summer, the Upper Klamath has strong flowing rapids deep into the season. It also offers multi-sport trips that combine rafting with mountain biking, running and backcountry camping.





Mt Ashland Ski ResortSNOW SPORTS

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-482-2897; www.mtashland.com; 11 Mt Ashland Ski Rd; lift tickets adult/child $52/42)


Powdery snow is abundant and lift tickets a relative bargain at this resort 16 miles southwest of town on 7533ft Mt Ashland.





Jackson WellspringsSPA

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-482-3776; www.jacksonwellsprings.com; 2253 Hwy 99; Hot springs day-use $10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-midnight mid-Apr–mid-Oct, from noon mid-Oct–mid-Apr)


For a good soak check out this casual, New Age–style place, which boasts a mineral-fed swimming pool, private soaking tubs, saunas and steam rooms. There’s also yoga, massages and spa services, and you can camp or stay in tipis in summer (though the campground looks a bit run-down and sketchy). It’s 1 mile north of town.





Siskiyou CycleryCYCLING

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-482-1997; www.siskiyoucyclery.com; 1729 Siskiyou Blvd; day rental from $45; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm Mon-Sat)


Rent a bicycle and explore the countryside on Bear Creek Greenway, a 21-mile bike path between Ashland and the town of Central Point.







zFestivals & Events


[image: icon-top-choice]oOregon Shakespeare FestivalTHEATER

(OSF; [image: icon-phonegif]%541-482-4331; www.osfashland.org; cnr Main & Pioneer Sts; tickets $30-136; [image: icon-hoursgif]hTue-Sun Feb-Oct)


Though it’s rooted in Shakespearean and Elizabethan drama, the OSF also does revivals and international contemporary theater. Eleven productions run in three theaters: the outdoor Elizabethan Theatre (June to October), the Angus Bowmer Theatre and the intimate Thomas Theatre. No children under six. Performances sell out quickly, but the box office (15 S Pioneer St; tickets $30-136) sometimes has (usually discounted) rush tickets an hour before showtime.





Green ShowsPERFORMING ARTS

(www.osfashland.org/greenshow; 15 S Pioneer St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6.45pm Tue-Sun Jun–mid-Oct) [image: icon-free]F


Music, dancing and other free performances take place each night of the season (except Mondays) on the brick plaza outside the theaters.







4Sleeping


Ashland HostelHOSTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-482-9217; www.theashlandhostel.com; 150 N Main St; dm $30, r $50-139; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W)


This is a central and somewhat upscale hostel (shoes off inside!) in a bungalow on the National Register. Most private rooms share bathrooms; some can be connected to dorms. Hangout spaces include the cozy basement living room and the shady front porch. No pets, and no alcohol or smoking on the premises; call ahead, as reception times are limited. Welcome to all ages.





Ashland CommonsHOSTEL, APARTMENT$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-482-6753; www.ashlandcommons.com; 437 Williamson Way; dm from $30, s $50-70, d $65-85; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


These unconventional dorm or private room accommodations are provided within three large apartments. All vary in atmosphere and are either two- or four-bedroom, with kitchen and living areas. Great for large groups, as entire apartments can be rented. Located in a mixed industrial-residential area just outside the center.





Ashland MotelMOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-482-2561; www.ashlandmotel.com; 1145 Siskiyou Blvd; d from $115; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s)


The Ashland Motel might look like the same old thing from the outside, but remodeled rooms here are surprisingly hip and contemporary with a simple, industrial look and feel. There’s a swimming pool, too.





[image: icon-top-choice]oCountry WillowsB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-488-1590; www.countrywillowsinn.com; 1313 Clay St; d $135-225, ste $225-310; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s)


Only minutes from downtown is this luxurious B&B on 5 acres in the ‘countryside.’ The nine rooms, suites and a cottage sport a mix of antiques and contemporary furniture; some suites are as big as small apartments and have a kitchenette or private deck. The gorgeous breakfast room is next to the swimming pool.





PalmBOUTIQUE HOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-482-2636; www.palmcottages.com; 1065 Siskiyou Blvd; d $141-289; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s[image: icon-petgif]#) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Fabulous small motel remodeled into 16 charming garden-cottage rooms and suites (some with kitchens). It’s an oasis of green on a busy avenue, complete with grassy lawns and a saltwater pool. A house nearby harbors three large suites (from $249). Lots of ecopractices from zero gasoline use to free charging stations for electric vehicles.





Cedarwood InnMOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-547-4141; www.ashlandcedarwoodinn.com; 1801 Siskiyou Blvd; d from $80; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s[image: icon-petgif]#)


Pleasant larger motel on a relatively quiet avenue with an outdoor pool. There’s also a large indoor Jacuzzi and steam room. Kitchenettes available. Reserve ahead as it’s a good deal and fills up fast; price varies according to season and vacancy rates.





Chanticleer InnB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-482-1919; www.ashlandbnb.com; 120 Gresham St; d $205-249; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s[image: icon-petgif]#)


This lovely arts-and-crafts-style B&B comes with six elegant rooms and your friendly host Ellen Campbell. The common areas are comfortable and tasteful, and the gardens are filled with lush plants. It’s in a peaceful residential neighborhood very close to the center.





Iris InnB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-488-2286; www.irisinnbb.com; 59 Manzanita St; s/d $185/210; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


The Iris is a well-located and long-running B&B in a 1905 Victorian building, with five lovely rooms and a garden deck, patio and gazebo. There are afternoon drinks and a gourmet breakfast, and it’s an easy walking distance to downtown.





Columbia HotelHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-482-3726; www.columbiahotel.com; 262 1/2 E Main St; d $104-189; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Awesomely located ‘European-style’ hotel – which means most rooms share outside bathrooms. It’s an especially great deal for downtown Ashland, with 24 quaint vintage rooms (no TVs), a nice lobby and a historic feel. Park in back for fewer stairs to climb.





Ashland Springs HotelHISTORIC HOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-488-1700; www.ashlandspringshotel.com; 212 E Main St; d from $189; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


This is a beautiful, renovated, historic landmark hotel with small but pleasant rooms and a noteworthy restaurant, Larks. Snag an upper corner room for great light and views. Great downtown location.





Peerless HotelHOTEL$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-488-1082; www.peerlesshotel.com; 243 4th St; d $199-310; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


This very cool European-style boutique hotel was a boarding house for railroad workers originally; it’s in a historic landmark building loaded with atmosphere, in a cool little corner of town. There’s a fine restaurant on-site.





Ashland Creek InnHOTEL$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-482-3315; www.ashlandcreekinn.com; 70 Water St; d $310-500; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


This gorgeous creekside inn offers 10 impeccable and eclectic suites, each with a nice living area. Most have a kitchenette and private deck over the water. There’s a small but pretty garden and deck areas in which to relax, and a multicourse breakfast is included.





Arden Forest InnB&B$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-488-1496; www.afinn.com; 261 W Hersey St; d $169-325; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s)


This lovely and comfortable B&B has five tastefully decorated rooms (including a two-bedroom suite), a wonderful large garden and theater-loving hosts. There’s a casual and liberal atmosphere, the gourmet breakfast is bountiful and it’s very gay-friendly.







5Eating


AgaveMEXICAN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-488-1770; www.agavetaco.net; 5 Granite St; tacos $3.75-6; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-8pm Tue-Sun, later hours summer)


Tasty and creative tacos are cooked up at this popular restaurant. There’s the regular stuff such as carnitas (little meats) and grilled chicken, but for something more exotic go for the shredded duck or sautéed lobster. There’s ceviche, salads and tamales, too.





Ashland Food CooperativeHEALTH FOOD$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-482-2237; www.ashlandfood.coop; 237 N 1st St; sandwiches $7-11; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-9pm)


Head to this awesome food co-op if you’ve scored a kitchenette in your hotel room. All the typical healthy foods are available, along with a small cafe-deli and to-go food bar.





[image: icon-top-choice]oMorning GloryCAFE$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-488-8636; 1149 Siskiyou Blvd; mains $10-17; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-1:15pm)


This colorful, casual cafe is one of Ashland’s best breakfast joints. Creative dishes include the Alaskan-crab omelet, vegetarian hash with roasted chilies, and shrimp cakes with poached eggs. For lunch there’s gourmet salad and sandwiches. Go early or late to avoid a long wait.





GreenleafDINER$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-482-2808; www.greenleafrestaurant.com; 49 N Main St; mains $10-16; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-8pm; [image: icon-veggif]v) [image: icon-sustainable]S


This casual diner, with booths as well as counter seating, focuses on sustainable ingredients in innovative combinations. There are lots of vegetarian options, and the specials board is well worth checking out, although the regular menu is so massive that you might not ever need to venture that far. There’s a whole gluten-free menu, too.





Caldera Brewery & RestaurantBREWPUB$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-482-4677; www.calderabrewing.com; 590 Clover Lane; mains $10-23; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-10pm; [image: icon-familygif]c)


This bright, airy brewery-restaurant just off I-5 has pleasant outdoor seating and views of the countryside. It’s kid friendly until 10pm and serves pizza, fancy pasta, burgers and good salads. Wash it all down with one of the 40 beers on tap. Also located at 31 Water St, on the river in downtown Ashland, with more of a cozy pub atmosphere.





Standing Stone BreweryINTERNATIONAL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-482-2448; www.standingstonebrewing.com; 101 Oak St; mains $15-25, small plates $3-11; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-midnight)


Popular and friendly brewery-restaurant with a confusing but good menu offering everything from burgers and pizzas to BBQ ribs to tacos and enchiladas. Wash it all down with some microbrews or a cocktail. There’s a great back patio, too.





[image: icon-top-choice]oSmithfieldsSTEAK$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-488-9948; www.smithfieldsashland.com; 36 S 2nd St; brunch $10-18, mains $14-40; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-9pm daily, 10am-2:30pm Sat & Sun)


Excellent, meat-centric (and boasts it) restaurant. Start with the roasted bone marrow and head straight into the char-grilled hanger steak, duck leg confit or cider-braised pork belly. Lunch means fancy sandwiches, and don’t miss weekend brunch for gourmet meaty treats. Very busy. Reserve in advance.





[image: icon-top-choice]oNew Sammy’s Cowboy BistroFRENCH, AMERICAN$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-535-2779; 2210 S Pacific Hwy, Talent; mains $27-32, prix fixe $50; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-1:30pm & 5-9pm Wed-Sat, limited hours winter) [image: icon-sustainable]S


This cool spot, run by an eclectic couple, is considered among Oregon’s best restaurants. There are only a handful of tables and the wine selections are spectacular. Mains are few but the flavor combinations can be incredible; many vegetables come from the garden outside. Located in Talent, about 2 miles north of Ashland. Reserve a week in advance for dinner.





AmuseFRENCH$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-488-9000; www.amuserestaurant.com; 15 N 1st St; mains $26-38; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5:30-8pm Wed, Thu & Sun, to 9pm Fri & Sat)


Amuse is a fine French bistro serving dishes like Parisian gnocchi, pan-seared scallops and truffle-roasted game hen. Dessert means bittersweet chocolate-truffle cake and warm beignets with crème anglaise. Reserve.







6Drinking & Nightlife


Growler GuysBEER HALL

(www.thegrowlerguys.com; 345 Lithia Way; growler-fills $14-47; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-10pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat)


Sharing a space with a coffee shop, this branch of a small chain of beer bars gets crammed with vivacious beer nerds on weekends. The tap list is an electronic bulletin board that tells you how much is left in each keg. The place has a fun vibe, and there’s outdoor seating for warmer nights.





Noble CoffeeCOFFEE

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-488-3288; www.noblecoffeeroasting.com; 281 4th St; drinks $3-6; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-4pm)


This spacious, arty place churns out some of Ashland’s best organic coffee, freshly roasted and pressed, siphoned or dripped to your specifications. It’s one of a small cluster of shops and cafes near the Peerless Hotel.





Rogue Valley Roasting CoCOFFEE

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-488-5902; www.ashlandcoffee.com; 917 E Main St; coffee drinks from $3; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6:45am-6pm)


This quality coffeehouse serves up dark roasts and organic beans, along with gourmet teas and a few light snacks, from a cute bungalow. The atmosphere is laid-back and there’s a patio for outdoor seating.







7Shopping


Dagoba Organic ChocolateFOOD & DRINKS

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-482-2001; www.dagobachocolate.com; 1105 Benson Way; chocolate bars from $4; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Mon-Fri)


Chocolate lovers shouldn’t miss a visit to the factory store and tasting room of this organic-chocolate empire.







8Information

Ashland Chamber of Commerce ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-482-3486; www.ashlandchamber.com; 110 E Main St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Mon-Fri)

Information Booth (Plaza; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm Mon-Sat, 11am-5pm Sun)

OSF Welcome Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-482-2111; 76 N Main St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-5pm Tue-Sun) Can help with queries about the Oregon Shakespeare Festival.




8Getting There & Around

The nearest airport is 15 miles north in Medford. Cascade Airport Shuttle ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-488-1998; www.cascadeshuttle.com; one-way $50) provides services from the airport to Ashland; reserve. SouthWest Point (www.southwest-point.com) once-daily buses from Klamath Falls ($32, 2½ hours) to Brookings ($44, 10 hours) stop in Ashland.

Local bus transportation is provided by Rogue Valley Transportation District (RVTD; [image: icon-phonegif]%541-779-2877; www.rvtd.org).






Medford

[image: icon-phonegif]%541 / POP 81,780

Southern Oregon’s largest metropolis, Medford is well known for its fruit industry, especially pears and wine grapes. In recent years the city has grown tremendously, drawing thousands of California retirees with its sunny, warm weather. It’s also well located, with plenty of affordable accommodations, and Ashland, Jacksonville, Crater Lake, Oregon Caves National Monument and the Rogue River valley all a day trip away.


1Sights


TouVelle State ParkPARK

(https://oregonstateparks.org; Table Rock Rd; parking $5)


About 6 miles north of Medford on the Rogue River, this state park is popular for swimming and picnicking. About a mile beyond is Table Rocks, impressive 800ft mesas that speak of the area’s volcanic past and are home to unique plant and animal species. Flowery spring is the best time for hiking to the flat tops, which were revered Native American sites.





Harry & David Country VillageMARKET

([image: icon-phonegif]%877-322-8000; www.harryanddavid.com; 1314 Center Dr; tours $5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-7pm Sun-Thu, to 8pm Fri & Sat)


Medford’s most famous tourist attraction is this outlet store of the giant mail-order fruit company. There are wine tastings and samples, and the over-the-top arrangements of the various products make this as much a sightseeing opportunity as a shopping destination. Tours of the company’s nearby plant (four daily) start and end here; reservations are required.







4Sleeping


Sovana InnMOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-500-8500; www.sovanainn.com; 250 E Barnett Rd; r $94-115; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Your average motor inn, but a step up in comfort and cleanliness, with in-room coffee, hairdryers, air-con, refrigerator and microwave.





Inn at the CommonsHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-779-5811; http://innatthecommons.com; 200 N Riverside Ave; r $114-175; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s)


This 118-room modern business hotel has all the amenities, plus an outdoor pool and a sleek mid-century restaurant. Some rooms have balconies facing the pool and courtyard. Good rates and a good location.





White House Bed & BreakfastB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-301-2086; www.thewhitehouse-bedandbreakfast.com; 212 Valley View Dr; r $165; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


Just one large lovely room with sitting room is generally available at this friendly B&B. If you’re in a group or family and are willing to share the bathroom, you can take another room ($50). It’s in a residential neighborhood and a gourmet breakfast will be cooked to order for you.





WORTH A TRIP

KALMIOPSIS WILDERNESS

One of Oregon’s largest wilderness areas, the remote Kalmiopsis Wilderness is famous for its rare plant life and the state’s oldest peaks, the Klamath Mountains. About 150 million years ago, offshore sedimentary beds buckled up into mountains separated from North America by a wide gulf. Vegetation evolved on its own, so by the time the mountains fused to the continent the plant life was very different from that of the mainland. The area also has the country’s largest exposed serpentine rock formations.

Unusual and unique plant species are showcased on the steep, 0.8-mile hike to Babyfoot Lake. The pink-flowered Kalmiopsis leachiana and rare Port Orford cedar are found almost nowhere else on earth. Watch meadows for the carnivorous Darlingtonia californica (also called the pitcher plant or cobra lily), which traps insects for nourishment. To get to the trailhead, turn off Hwy 199 onto Eight Dollar Mountain Rd (near Selma) and follow the signs for 17 winding miles (this road is impassable in winter). There are many other hikes in the area.

Another section of the Kalmiopsis is accessible from the coastal town of Brookings. For more information and hiking trails, enquire at the ranger stations in Cave Junction and Gold Beach.






5Eating


Jaspers CafeBURGERS$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-776-5307; https://jasperscafe.com; 2739 N Pacific Hwy; burgers $9-12; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-7pm Mon-Thu, to 8pm Fri & Sat, to 6pm Sun)


This lauded joint is amassing a cult following for its giant burgers (choose from beef, elk, boar, bison or camel) with mountainous toppings from huckleberry-apple slaw and grilled Sriratcha pineapple, to maple-glazed bacon and peanut butter. There are also hot dogs, sandwiches, milkshakes and craft beer. Sit in the front garden (by a busy road) or in the cozy cafe.





CBD Joe’s Coffee & QueBARBECUE$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-237-7151; 437 S Central Ave; mains $6-8; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm Tue-Thu & Sun, to 8pm Fri & Sat)


Get a splash of nonintoxicating but healing CBD (from cannabis) on your biscuits and gravy, BBQ or in your coffee at this food truck. It’s located next to Weedbucks Marijuana Dispensary, for those wanting something stronger.





Buttercloud Bakery & CafeCAFE$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-973-2336; www.buttercloudbakery.com; 310 Genessee St; biscuit sandwiches $6-11; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-3pm Mon-Sat, 8am-2pm Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


For a breakfast treat, head over to this small but bright bakery-cafe. Biscuit sandwiches are the highlight here; order them with toppings such as eggs, bacon, brisket, spinach, roasted peppers and goat’s cheese. A few soups, salads and sides are also available, along with luscious pastries.





Organic Natural CaféCAFE$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-773-2500; http://organicnaturalcafe.com; 226 E Main St; mains $8-12; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-7pm Mon-Sat; [image: icon-veggif]v) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Step up to the cafeteria here and order a panini-style sandwich or burger (choose from vegetarian/buffalo/organic beef). There’s a salad bar, along with fresh juices and fruit smoothies. The theme – in case you haven’t guessed yet – is all about local, organic and gluten-free.





Porters Dining at the DepotAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-857-1910; www.porterstrainstation.com; 147 N Front St; mains $14-39; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4-11pm Tue-Sat, to 10pm Sun & Mon)


This gorgeous, arts-and-crafts-style restaurant is decked out in dark-wood booths and boasts an awesome patio next to the train tracks. Steak, seafood and pasta dishes dominate the menu, though the food won’t blow you away. The bar stays open later.







8Information

Visitors Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-776-4021; www.travelmedford.org; 1314 Center Dr; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm) Right next to Harry & David’s Country Village.




8Getting There & Around

The Rogue Valley International-Medford Airport (www.jacksoncountyor.org/airport) is 2.5 miles north of town, off Biddle Rd, with daily connections to LA (one-way from $120, two hours), San Francisco (one-way from $277, one hour 20 minutes), Portland (one-way from $210, one hour), Seattle (one-way $167, one hour 25 minutes), Denver (one-way $325, one hour 25 minutes) and Salt Lake City (one-way $287, 1¾ hours).

Greyhound ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-779-2103; www.greyhound.com; 220 S Front St) buses (via SouthWest Point shuttles; www.southwest-point.com) run once per day to/from Ashland ($12, 25 minutes), Klamath Falls ($27, two hours) and Brookings ($39, six hours 40 minutes).

The Rogue Valley Transit District (RVTD; [image: icon-phonegif]%541-779-5821; www.rvtd.org; 200 S Front St) provides local bus transportation.






Jacksonville

[image: icon-phonegif]%541 / POP 2894

This former gold-prospecting town is the oldest settlement in Southern Oregon and a National Historic Landmark. Small and endearing, the town’s main drag – California St – is like a step back in time, lined with well-preserved brick-and-wood buildings dating from the 1880s. Today folks come to stroll around downtown and enjoy the old-time atmosphere while exploring the many boutiques and galleries. Although summertime is great, Jacksonville has a certain magic in winter, when the crowds are lighter and the old-fashioned ‘Victorian Christmas’ holiday celebrations take hold.

Oenophiles who think of Oregon as strictly Pinot Noir territory should investigate the Applegate Valley wine trail, where an increasingly well-regarded group of wineries is producing excellent non-pinot varietals, like tempranillo and Cabernet Franc.


1Sights & Activities

There are several wine-tasting rooms in town, or you can explore the various vineyards along the Applegate Valley wine trail (www.applegatewinetrail.com).


Jacksonville CemeteryCEMETERY

(www.friendsjvillecemetery.org; Cemetery Rd)


This well-maintained, 32-acre cemetery at the northwest of town is worth a wander to explore historical pioneer grave sites chronicling wars, epidemics and other untimely deaths. For two days in October, the ‘Meet the Pioneers’ program has volunteers in period costumes leading guided tours. The Chamber of Commerce has helpful literature with maps.





South Stage CellarsWINE

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-899-9120; www.southstagecellars.com; 125 S 3rd St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h1-7pm Sun-Tue & Thu, to 8pm Wed, Fri & Sat summer, Wed, Fri & Sat only winter)


This is a cozy, artsy space in which to familiarize yourself with some of the region’s wines. Everything served here is made from grapes grown on South Stage’s own vineyards; snacks and shareable plates are available for purchase.







zFestivals & Events


Britt FestivalMUSIC

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-773-6077; www.brittfest.org; cnr 1st & Fir Sts; tickets around $42; [image: icon-hoursgif]hJun-Sep)


Music-lovers should check out the Britt Festival, a series of concerts by top-name performers held in an outdoor pavilion on a hill above town. The site was the home of celebrated Swiss photographer Peter Britt (1819–1905) and has hosted outdoor concerts annually since 1963, when Portland conductor John Trudeau first discovered its great acoustics. Tickets and schedule online.







4Sleeping


Cantrall-Buckley CampgroundCAMPGROUND$

(www.jacksoncountyor.org/parks/day-use/cantrall-buckley; 154 Cantrall Rd; campsites $16; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMay-Sep)


Located in Ruch, 10 miles west of Jacksonville on Hwy 238, this first-come, first-served campground (showers available) is shaded by oak, fir and madrone trees. The pleasant Applegate River flows nearby.





McCully House InnINN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-899-2050; www.mccullyhouseinn.com; 240 E California St; r/ste from $170/206, cottages $180; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


This beautifully restored 1862 home holds six very comfortable rooms and three suites. It also offers a few cottages close by. Very central and a great base. Price includes certificates for breakfast at local restaurants.





Magnolia InnB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%866-899-0255; www.magnolia-inn.com; 245 N 5th St; d $149-180; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


The Magnolia is a pleasant, nine-room B&B boasting a guest kitchen (food warm-up only; no cooking) with a great covered veranda nearby. All rooms have private bathroom and are differently decorated with antiques; breakfast is included.





Wine Country InnHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-899-3953; www.countryhouseinnsjacksonville.com; 830 N 5th St; r from $129; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


This modern hotel offers 27 spacious, simple and elegant contemporary rooms, some with Jacuzzi tub. It’s just outside the heart of town.





[image: icon-top-choice]oJacksonville InnHOTEL$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-899-1900; www.jacksonvilleinn.com; 175 E California St; r $159-325; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


This historic 1863 hotel is right downtown and has beautiful, classic rooms with flowery (but tasteful) decor. There are also four lovely cottages a couple of blocks away, plus an excellent upscale restaurant, a patio bar and a very cool cave-like bistro. A wine shop is attached and a full breakfast is included. If it’s not full, rates drop around 4pm.







5Eating & Drinking


Mustard Seed CafeCAFE$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-899-2977; 130 N 5th St; mains $6-13; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-2pm Wed-Sat, to 1pm Sun)


The Mustard Seed is an awesome breakfast spot with a great-value menu. Come early for breakfast, which means French toast, biscuits and gravy, scrambles and ‘nearly famous’ cinnamon rolls. For lunch there are eight kinds of burgers, along with gourmet salads and grilled sandwiches.





OnyxINTERNATIONAL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-702-2700; www.onyxjville.net; 635 N Oregon St; mains $15-30; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-8:30pm Tue-Sat)


Located in the dreamy Nunan Estate – a giant Victorian mansion on three manicured acres – this is a chic yet casual place where you can ooh and aah over a local wine or at the game, if one’s on TV. Dishes are a mix of American and Asian in homage to the history of Jacksonville.





C Street BistroAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-261-7638; www.cstbistro.com; 230 East C St; mains $12-26; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-2pm Tue-Sat, 5-8pm Fri & Sat)


This is a casual bistro serving tasty signature sandwiches and grilled cheese panini for brunch and lunch. For dinner expect dishes like crispy duck leg confit, pappardelle shrimp pesto and gourmet burgers – the menu changes seasonally.





GoodBean CoffeeCAFE

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-899-8740; www.goodbean.com; 165 S Oregon St; drinks & snacks $2-6; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-6pm, from 7:30am Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


This is a casual, trendy coffee shop with brick walls and sidewalk tables. Gourmet beans and bagels and panini sandwiches are available.







8Information

Chamber of Commerce ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-899-8118; www.jacksonvilleoregon.org; 185 N Oregon St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-3pm daily May-Oct, to 2pm Mon-Sat Nov-Apr)




8Getting There & Around

Rogue Valley Transportation District (RVTD; [image: icon-phonegif]%541-779-2877; www.rvtd.org; fare $2; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMon-Fri) bus 30 runs hourly to/from Medford ($2, 17 minutes).

For cycling information, maps and group rides, check with Cycle Analysis ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-899-9190; www.cycleanalysis.net; 110 N 5th St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm Tue-Fri, to 4pm Sat).






Grants Pass

[image: icon-phonegif]%541 / POP 37,579

As a modern and not particularly scenic city, Grants Pass isn’t a huge tourist destination, but its location on the banks of the Rogue River makes it a portal to adventure. White-water rafting, fine fishing and jet-boat excursions are the biggest regional attractions, and there’s also good camping and hiking in the area. If you’re here on a Saturday between mid-March and Thanksgiving (late November) be sure to check out the Outdoors Growers’ Market (www.growersmarket.org; cnr 4th & F Sts; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-1pm Sat mid-Mar–late-Nov), a farmers and craft market that draws the city together.

Grants Pass is also the gateway to the Oregon Caves National Monument.


1Sights & Activities


Wildlife Images Rehabilitation & Education CenterWILDLIFE RESERVE

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-476-0222; www.wildlifeimages.org; 11845 Lower River Rd; adult/child $14/7; [image: icon-hoursgif]htours hourly 9:30am-3:30pm Jun-Aug, 10am, noon & 2pm Sep-May)


Animal lovers shouldn’t miss this nonprofit rehabilitation center for native creatures in trouble. It’s about 13 miles from Grants Pass, near Merlin; visits are by tour only (reserve a day ahead).





Rogue Creamery Dairy & Farm StandFOOD

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-471-7292; www.roguecreamery.com; 6531 Lower River Rd; tours $5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Wed-Sun; [image: icon-familygif]c)


Tour this charming dairy farm then go in the store and taste the absolutely divine, award-winning cheeses. Its Oregon Blue is not to be missed. Behind the scenes farm tours are at 10am and 2pm but you can take self-guided tours if you arrive at other times. Great stop for kids.





Sundance KayakKAYAKING

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-708-3601; www.sundancekayak.com; 821 Bailey Dr; 4-day beginner course $695)


This kayak school offers rowing classes from beginner to advanced. Rafting trips on the Rogue River are also available.







4Sleeping


Schroeder ParkCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-452-5687; www.co.josephine.or.us/schroeder; 605 Schroeder Lane; tent/RV sites $20/36, yurts $48; [image: icon-petgif]#)


This pleasant, riverside campground is about 4 miles west of town, on the south side of the river. There are about 50 sites with showers, two yurts, flush toilets, a dog park, a playground and a boat ramp. Reservations are required for yurts and walk-in tent sites. Payment is by cash only.





Buona Sera InnMOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-476-4260; www.buonaserainn.com; 1001 NE 6th St; s/d from $67/74; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Lovingly renovated motel with 14 comfortable, and even slightly luxurious, country-style rooms. All have quality linens and boast a fridge and microwave; some come with kitchenette.





Motel del RogueMOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-479-2111; www.moteldelrogue.com; 2600 Rogue River Hwy; r $125-185; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


This friendly motel about 2.5 miles east of town, on the Rogue River, has 14 sweet, homey and widely varied rooms, most with kitchenette, back deck and river views. It’s a well-cared-for and charming place with personality.





Weasku Inn ResortINN$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-493-2758; www.weaskuinn.com; 5560 Rogue River Hwy; r $209-309, cabins from $235; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Situated about 5 miles east of town, this grand old 1923 lodge once hosted Clark Gable (room 4) and Walt Disney (room 2). Five luxuriously rustic rooms and 12 cabins are available; some cabins have private Jacuzzi but all overlook the Rogue River. Continental breakfast is included.







5Eating & Drinking


TaprockAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-476-2501; www.taprock.com; 971 SE 6th St; mains $12-31; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-10pm)


Gorgeous, multimillion-dollar restaurant perched above the Rogue River. The menu has something for everyone – steaks, burgers, seafood, sandwiches and salads. There’s also breakfast and awesome deck seating with water views.





Twisted CorkAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-295-3094; www.thetwistedcorkgrantspass.com; 210 SW 6th St; mains $10-29; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-8pm Tue-Thu, to 9pm Fri & Sat)


The Twisted Cork is a small, upscale restaurant in a central downtown location. It’s open to a gift shop next door, lending it an odd commercial atmosphere, but the food is good. There are gourmet pastas, specialty flatbread dishes and fancy seafood courses – plus plenty of wines, of course.





Laughing ClamPUB FOOD$$

(http://laughingclam.com; 121 SW G St; mains $8-27; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm Mon-Sat, to 10pm Fri)


Exotic dishes like the cosmic Cajun catfish sandwich and magic mushroom burger (no, not those kinds of mushrooms) are served at this neon-lit, brick-walled eatery. More standard things like fish-and-chips, pasta and of course clams are also available, along with a few rotating microbrews.





Rogue Coffee RoastersCOFFEE

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-476-6134; www.roguecoffeeroasting.com; 610 SW 6th St; drinks $2-6; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-7pm Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm Sat, 8am-4pm Sun)


Organic, shade-grown and fair-trade coffees, along with gourmet teas and a few pastries.







8Information

Tourism Office ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-476-7574; www.visitgrantspass.org; 198 SW 6th St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-5pm Mon-Fri) You’ll find this tourist information office right off I-5, exit 58.




8Getting There & Away

The Greyhound ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-476-4513; www.greyhound.com; 201 NW Morgan Lane) station is just off I-5 and has services with connections nationwide including Portland ($58, 5¼ hours), Seattle ($80, 10 hours) and Ashland ($18, four hours).






Oregon Caves National Monument

This very popular tourist destination lies 19 miles (and a winding 40-minute drive) east of Cave Junction on Hwy 46. The Oregon Caves began as seafloor limestone deposits that were eventually hoisted into the Siskiyou Mountains. Molten rock forced its way up into rock faults to form marble, and acidified groundwater seeped through cracks to carve underground channels. Surface erosion eventually created an opening for air to enter, causing water to mineralize and create myriad formations, such as cave popcorn, pearls, moonmilk, classic pipe organs, columns and stalactites.


1Sights

Guided tours let you explore the caves, but don’t neglect the surrounding area. There’s a handful of short nature trails, such as the 0.75-mile Cliff Nature Trail (offering good views) and the 3.3-mile Big Tree Trail (which loops through old-growth forest to a huge Douglas fir). Some fine wineries are nearby.


Oregon CavesCAVE

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-592-2100; www.nps.gov/orca; 19000 Caves Hwy; tours adult/child $10/7; [image: icon-hoursgif]htours 9am-6pm Jun-Aug, closed Dec-Mar, hours vary rest of year)


The cave – there’s only one – contains about 3 miles of passages, explored via 90-minute walking tours that expose visitors to dripping chambers and 520 rocky steps. The trail, which requires ducking at times, follows an underground waterway called the River Styx. Guided tours (the only way to access the cave) run at least hourly, half-hourly in July and August.





Kerbyville MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-592-5252; 24195 Redwood Hwy, Kerbyville; adult/child $5/2; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-3pm Tue-Sat, noon-3pm Sun Apr-Oct)


A surprisingly good museum for the tiny town of Kerbyville, 2 miles north of Cave Junction, with fascinating old relics from Native American baskets to taxidermy and an old View-Master stereoscope (the idea for which started at the Oregon Caves Chateau’s dining room). Also a scary surgical kit, linotype machine and military collection. Tour the nearby historic house too.





It’s a Burl GalleryGALLERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-548-7064; 24025 US 199, Kerbyville; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-5pm)


You’re not likely to drive past this shop-gallery without noticing: it looks like a hobbit fortress. Inside are amazing displays of woodworking, pottery and sculpture by local artists in two galleries and an outdoor garden.







4Sleeping


Kerbyville InnB&B$

(http://kerbyvilleinn.com; 24304 Redwood Hwy, Kerbyville; r $85-125; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


The five suites here are all very spacious and have kitchenettes and spa tubs. Each is named after a wine – Chardonnay, Burgundy and so on. The owners are super-friendly. Bookable through www.airbnb.com.





Holiday MotelMOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-592-3003; 24810 Redwood Hwy, Kerbyville; d $75-95; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


This pleasant and friendly little motel offers a handful of simple and clean rooms. There are two kitchenette rooms and a cabin that sleeps up to six. Located in Kerbyville, 2 miles north of Cave Junction. Call to reserve.





[image: icon-top-choice]oOut ’n’ About TreesortTREEHOUSE$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-592-2208; www.treehouses.com; 300 Page Creek Rd, Takilma; tree houses $150-330; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n)


A must for families with inquisitive kids, this rustic but fun place offers 15 tree houses, from small, round rooms 47ft up to more terrestrial suites with kitchens. Some share outside bathrooms. Ziplines and horseback riding are available, and minimum stays apply in summer. It’s in Takilma, 12 miles south of the town of Cave Junction. Reservations are crucial.





Oregon Caves ChateauLODGE$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-592-3400; www.oregoncaveschateau.com; 20000 Caves Hwy; r $117-212; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMay-Oct; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n)


Situated near the entrance to the Oregon Caves, this impressive, historic lodge has huge windows facing the forest, 23 simple, vintage rooms and a fine restaurant (open 5:30pm to 8pm) overlooking a plunging ravine. Snacks and great milkshakes are served at the old-fashioned soda fountain (open 7am to 5pm).







5Eating

The Oregon Caves Chateau has a dining room and cafe. Otherwise, head into Cave Junction.


Taylor’s Country StoreDELI$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-592-5358; http://taylorsausage.com/country-store; 202 S Redwood Hwy, Cave Junction; mains $3-12; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-7pm Mon-Thu, to 8:30pm Fri, 7am-7pm Sat, 8am-7pm Sun)


Wonderfully local joint with tables surrounded by a large meat counter and refrigerated cases. Good for breakfast (and cheap too!), while lunch means hot or cold deli sandwiches and burgers. Fancier dinners are served on weekends, with live music Friday evenings. Looks like nothing from the outside but huge and often busy inside.





Wild River Brewing & Pizza CoPIZZA$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-592-3556; www.wildriverbrewing.com; 249 N Redwood Hwy, Cave Junction; pizzas $10-29, sandwiches $5-9; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm Mon-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat, noon-9pm Sun)


This is a link in a small but good restaurant-brewery chain. There are large family tables inside, but if it’s sunny, the back deck (overlooking a creek) is the place to be. Lots of sandwiches are available, too.







8Information

Cave Junction, 28 miles south of Grants Pass on Hwy 199 (Redwood Hwy), provides all the basic services.

Illinois Valley Visitor Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-592-3326; 201 Caves Hwy, Cave Junction; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-4pm Mon-Fri, 10am-4:30pm Sat & Sun) Information on the area.

Wild Rivers Ranger District ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-592-4000; www.fs.usda.gov/detail/rogue-siskiyou; 26568 Redwood Hwy, Cave Junction; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-4:30pm Mon-Fri) Information on camping, hiking and permits, and on the Kalmiopsis Wilderness area.




8Getting There & Away

Oregon Caves National Monument is about 20 miles along a narrow, winding road from the town of Cave Junction along Hwy 46. There’s no public transportation.






North Umpqua River

From Roseburg, Hwy 138 winds east toward Crater Lake along the lovely North Umpqua, a designated ‘wild and scenic’ river and one of the best-loved fly-fishing streams in Oregon. Deep forests crowd the river’s boulder-strewn edge, while volcanic crags rise above the trees. This corridor contains one of Oregon’s greatest concentrations of waterfalls, and there are short hikes to most of them.


Steamboat & Around

The area around Steamboat is excellent for fishing and rafting, and especially for visiting the waterfalls that decorate the many hikes in the surrounding area. Steamboat itself is just a bump in the road, or more accurately, a bend in the Umpqua River. There is no town to speak of out here.


1Sights


Toketee FallsWATERFALL

(USFS Rd 34)


Twenty-one miles east of Steamboat is the stunning, two-tiered Toketee Falls, flowing over columnar basalt. To reach it, turn off on USFS Rd 34; the hike there is just 0.4 miles.





Watson FallsWATERFALL

(Hwy 138)


Two miles past Toketee Junction on Hwy 138 is Watson Falls, which at 272ft is one of the highest waterfalls in Oregon. The 0.4-mile path begins at the picnic area on USFS Rd 37, but you can also see it from the parking lot.





Steamboat FallsWATERFALL

Turn up USFS Rd 38 at Steamboat to reach Steamboat Falls, where sea-run salmon and steelhead struggle to the top of the fast-moving falls from May to October. The best views are from the Steamboat Falls Campground, across the bridge.






2Activities


Umpqua Hot SpringsHOT SPRINGS

For a special treat, visit clothing-optional Umpqua Hot Springs (Northwest Forest Pass required or pay $5 on-site). Head 2 miles up USFS Rd 34 past Toketee Falls, then turn right on Thorn Prairie Rd (USFS Rd 3401; possibly unsigned). After another 2 miles you’ll reach the parking lot and short trailhead. The three naturalistic pools perched on a cliff over the Umpqua River here are spectacular.




Fall Creek FallsHIKING

About 4 miles east of Susan Creek day-use area is the 1-mile hike to the double-tier Fall Creek Falls; Job’s Garden Trail is a 0.4-mile offshoot halfway up that leads to columnar basalt formations.




Mott BridgeHIKING

A worthwhile day hike to Mott Bridge travels 5.5 gentle miles upstream through old-growth forest; it starts from the Wright Creek Trailhead, a few miles west of Steamboat on USFS Rd 4711.




North Umpqua TrailHIKING

(www.fs.usda.gov)


The 79-mile North Umpqua Trail begins near Idleyld Park and passes through Steamboat en route to the Pacific Crest Trail near Lemolo Lake.





North Umpqua OutfittersRAFTING

([image: icon-phonegif]%888-454-9696; www.nuorafting.com; 119 Tioga Lane, Idleyld Park; full-day trips from $120)


Frothy rapids above Steamboat make this part of the river good for rafting and kayaking. North Umpqua Outfitters offers guided raft trips from a half-day to multiple days.







4Sleeping & Eating


Umpqua’s Last ResortCAMPGROUND, CABIN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-498-2500; www.umpquaslastresort.com; 115 Elk Ridge Lane, Idleyld Park; tent/RV sites $23/28, small/large cabins $79/99; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


It’s hardly fancy – the small cabins on a sunny, grassy hill just hold a bed (bring your own sleeping bag/linen) but they’re decent enough. The larger ones are much more comfortable, with sofa, fridge and TV. All cabins share outside bathrooms. Located about 8.5 miles east of Steamboat.





Boulder FlatCAMPGROUND$

(Hwy 138; campsites $10)


Boulder Flat is a primitive spot (no water), with views of a spectacular lava formation down the river. Bring drinking water. Located 36 miles east of Glide.





Susan CreekCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-440-4930; www.recreation.gov; Hwy 138; campsites $20; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMay-Oct)


A lovely place with showers, 13 miles east of Glide.





Dogwood MotelMOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-496-3403; www.dogwoodmotel.com; 28866 N Umpqua Hwy, Idleyld Park; s/d from $65/75; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


At the well-maintained Dogwood, log cabins house six dark, rustic and tidy rooms, some with kitchenettes. There’s also a two-bedroom house that can sleep six. A pretty garden out back offers a wooden gazebo, croquet and a koi pond, along with a picnic area. It’s located 11 miles east of Glide, with easy access to the North Umpqua River Trail.





[image: icon-top-choice]oSteamboat InnINN$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-840-8825; www.thesteamboatinn.com; 42705 N Umpqua Hwy; d from $215; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


The Steamboat offers lovely wood-paneled suites and cabins next to the river, along with larger modern cottages and houses nearby. All have comfortable amenities, and some come with a fireplace, kitchenette and soaking tubs. Located 38 miles east of Roseburg. Rates lower midweek and in winter.





Steamboat InnAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-498-2230; www.thesteamboatinn.com; 42705 N Umpqua Hwy; lunch mains $11-15, dinner mains $25-45; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-9pm early May-late Oct)


This restaurant, part of the Steamboat Inn, offers casual, home-cooked lunches and early dinners as well as special set menus prepared by guest chefs; check the online calendar to see who’s cooking. Dinner is by reservation only.







8Information

North Umpqua Ranger District ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-496-3532; 18782 N Umpqua Hwy, Glide; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-4:30pm Mon-Fri) This helpful ranger station has information on local hikes and trail conditions as well as permits and maps.






Diamond Lake

This beautiful, deep-blue lake attracts motorboat and RV enthusiasts in summer, with activity centered on a bustling full-service resort. There are fishing, boating and swimming possibilities, along with a 12-mile paved bike path around the lake. Winter brings cross-country skiers.

Rising to the east of Diamond Lake is pointy Mt Thielsen, a 9182ft basalt spire. A 5-mile trail (10 miles round-trip; Northwest Forest Pass required or pay $5 on-site) begins 1 mile north of the junction of Hwys 138 and 230 and stops 80ft short of the summit, which is attainable only with technical climbing skills.


2Activities


Cat Ski Mt BaileySKIING

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-733-7593, ext 754; www.catskimtbailey.com; Diamond Lake; 1 day per person $385)


Get access to untouched powder via snow cats that seat up to 12 on these backcountry tours through 6000 acres of terrain. Close to Crater Lake.







4Sleeping


Diamond Lake CampgroundCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-793-3310; www.recreation.gov; USFS Rd 4795; campsites $16-27; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMay 15-Oct 31)


This busy, lively campground has 238 sites and offers plenty of camping amenities at the north end of the lake. It’s such a popular place that you should reserve ahead in summer.





Diamond Lake ResortRESORT$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-793-3333; www.diamondlake.net; 350 Resort Dr; r from $110, cabins from $231; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


This resort tends to draw a boisterous crowd. It offers motel-type rooms, studios, Jacuzzi suites and rustic two-bedroom cabins with kitchens, plus a few cabins for larger groups. Dining options include a cafe, a pizzeria and sports grill with outdoor patio. There’s a small store, and boats, canoes, kayaks, bicycles, fishing gear and ski equipment are all available for hire.









Lemolo Lake

Ten miles north of Diamond Lake is Lemolo Lake, a much quieter, family-oriented resort with views across the reservoir to faraway Mt Thielsen. It’s known for trout fishing.

Riverside hiking trails pass right through Lemolo Lake Resort and continue as far as Glide. There’s also a 1.7-mile hike to Lemolo Falls, worth the off-road drive. Turn off Hwy 138 onto USFS Rd 2610 (Lemolo Lake Rd) for 4.2 miles, then left onto USFS Rd 3401 (Thorn Prairie Rd) for half a mile. Then turn right onto USFS Rd 800 for 1.8 miles, and take another right at USFS Rd 840 for 0.3 miles.


4Sleeping


Lemolo Lake/Crater Lake North KOARESORT$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-643-0750; https://koa.com/campgrounds/lemolo-lake; 2610 Birds Point Rd; tent/RV sites from $32/42, A-frames $169, motel r $99-109; [image: icon-hoursgif]hApr-Nov; [image: icon-petgif]#)


A casual place with a mellower vibe than nearby Diamond Lake, this woodsy resort has a nondescript RV campsite, a few motel rooms (recently renovated), A-frame cabins, boat ramp, convenience store and a cafe-restaurant. Boat rentals are available. It’s 5 miles off Hwy 138, up the (partly gravel) Lemolo/Birds Point Rd.





Poole Creek CampgroundCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-498-2531; www.recreation.gov; USFS Rd 2610; tent sites $15-20; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMay-Oct)


A popular, woodsy, USFS-maintained ground – the best sites are right near the lake. There’s also a boat ramp. Bring mosquito repellent.











Roseburg

[image: icon-phonegif]%541 / POP 22,321

Sprawling Roseburg lies in a valley near the confluence of the South and North Umpqua Rivers. The city is mostly a cheap, modern sleepover for travelers headed elsewhere (such as Crater Lake), but it does contain a cute historic downtown area and is surrounded by award-winning wineries. Two of the major area sights include a regional museum and a drive-through safari park.


1Sights


Douglas County MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-957-7007; www.umpquavalleymuseums.org; 123 Museum Dr, I-5 exit 123; adult/child $8/2; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Tue-Sat; [image: icon-familygif]c)


Don’t miss this excellent museum, which displays the Umpqua River Valley’s cultural and natural histories in buildings designed to reflect the region’s architectural traditions. Especially interesting are the railroad derailment photos, logging exhibit and local wine history. Kids have interactive areas and live snakes to look at. Budding historians, be sure to ask about the museum’s extensive photo archives.





Wildlife SafariZOO

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-679-6761; www.wildlifesafari.net; 1790 Safari Rd, Winston, I-5 exit 119; adult/child $22/16; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm; [image: icon-familygif]c)


Ten miles southwest of Roseburg, near Winston, is a 600-acre park dotted with inquisitive ostriches, camels, giraffes, lions, tigers and bears – among other exotic animals. You drive your car through the park on a 4.5-mile loop road (convertibles, motorcycles and pets not allowed!).







4Sleeping


Rose City MotelMOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-673-8209; www.rosecitymotel.com; 1142 NE Stephens St; s/d from $66/72; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


A cheap motel on a busy avenue, but it’s a great deal and pride in the place shows – there are plants here and there, and whimsical touches abound. Kitchenettes are available, and there’s a nice little garden in back. The owners are lovely.





Hokanson’s Guest HouseB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-672-2632; www.hokansonsguesthouse.com; 848 SE Jackson St; d $105-135; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Just three charming rooms are available at this downtown B&B, each with a private bathroom. The 1882 Victorian is filled with antiques and is a lovely building (it’s on the National Historic Register), though beginning to look a touch frayed at the edges.







5Eating


McMenamins Roseburg Station PubAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-672-1934; www.mcmenamins.com/roseburg-station-pub-brewery; 700 SE Sheridan St; mains $8-17; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-11pm Mon-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat, to 10pm Sun)


This is a beautiful, cozy pub-restaurant in subdued McMenamins style – dark-wood paneling and lots of antique chandeliers. Typical burgers, sandwiches and salads dominate the menu. It’s in an old train depot; sit and order a microbrew on the sunny patio in summer, or cozy up in the little dark bar on a bleak day.





Brix GrillCAFE$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-440-4901; 527 SE Jackson St; dinner mains $12-29; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-8pm Tue-Sat, to 3pm Sun & Mon)


A modern, hip cafe, Brix serves omelets, pancakes and French toast for breakfast, while burgers, gourmet sandwiches and salads are for lunch, and steaks and pastas for dinner. Adjoining the cafe is a sleek little mod lounge called ‘Chill,’ with a cooler vibe.







8Information

Fish & Wildlife Office ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-957-3474; 2900 NW Stewart Pkwy; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-5pm Mon-Fri)

Roseburg Visitor Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-672-9731, 800-444-9584; www.visitroseburg.com; 410 SE Spruce St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Mon-Fri)




8Getting There & Away

Long-distance bus services are provided by Greyhound ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-673-3348; www.greyhound.com; 400-498 SE Rose St, U-Trans) with destinations including Portland ($30, four hours), Ashland ($25, 5½ hours) and Seattle ($91, 9½ hours), with connections around the nation.






Crater Lake National Park

The gloriously blue waters of Crater Lake reflect surrounding mountain peaks like a giant dark-blue mirror, making for spectacular photographs and breathtaking panoramas. Crater Lake is Oregon’s only national park and also the USA’s deepest lake at 1943ft deep.

The park’s popular south entrance is open year-round and provides access to Rim Village and Mazama Village, as well as the park headquarters at the Steel Visitors Center. In winter you can only go up to the lake’s rim and back down the same way; no other roads are plowed. The north entrance is only open from early June to late October, depending on snowfall.

It’s best to top up your gas tank before arriving at Crater Lake. There’s reasonably priced gas at Mazama Village (summertime only); the closest pumps otherwise are in Prospect, Diamond Lake and Fort Klamath.

Summer is often cold and windy, so dress warmly.

[image: 24-crater-lake-np-pnw8-jpg]


1Sights


Crater Lake National ParkNATIONAL PARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-594-3000; www.nps.gov/crla; 7-day vehicle pass winter/summer $15/25)


It’s no exaggeration: Crater Lake is so blue, you’ll catch your breath. And if you get to see it on a calm day, those deep waters reflect the surrounding cliffs like a mirror. It’s a stunningly beautiful sight. Crater Lake is Oregon’s only national park.





Wizard IslandISLAND

Whether you’re just gazing at Wizard Island from the rim of Crater Lake, or visiting it by boat, it’s definitely one of the most prominent features of this national park. The island is actually the top of a cinder cone and rises about 755ft above the surface of the lake.




MT MAZAMA

The ancient mountain whose remains now form Crater Lake was Mt Mazama, a roughly 12,000ft volcanic peak that was heavily glaciered and inactive for many thousands of years until it came back to life 7700 years ago. A catastrophic explosion scattered ash for hundreds of miles as flows of superheated pumice solidified into massive banks. These eruptions emptied the magma chambers at the heart of the volcano, and the summit cone collapsed to form the caldera.

Only snowfall and rain contribute to the lake water. This purity and the lake’s great depth give it that famous blue color. Sparse forests can be seen growing in pumice and ash in the Pumice Desert, just north of Crater Lake along N Entrance Rd.






2Activities

In winter, only the southern entrance road to Rim Village is kept plowed to provide access to several Nordic skiing trails. Rentals are unavailable inside the park, so bring skis with you. Only experienced skiers should attempt the dangerous, avalanche-prone loop around Crater Lake, which takes two to three days and requires a backcountry permit from park headquarters.

Snowshoes are provided for free ranger-led snowshoe walks ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-594-3100; [image: icon-hoursgif]h1pm Sat & Sun early Nov-early Apr, daily 15 Dec-early Jan) in winter. Call ahead to reserve.


Rim DriveSCENIC DRIVE

([image: icon-hoursgif]hJun–mid-Oct)


You can hike and cross-country ski in the area, but most visitors just cruise the 33-mile loop Rim Drive, which is open from around June to mid-October and offers over 30 viewpoints as it winds around the edge of Crater Lake. A 7-mile side road leads to the Pinnacles, pumice and ash formations carved by erosion into 100ft spires (‘hoodoos’).





HIKING IN CRATER LAKE NATIONAL PARK

Crater Lake has over 90 miles of hiking trails, although some higher ones aren’t completely clear of snow enough to hike until late July. The trails closer to Crater Lake Lodge and Mazama Village are the busiest but with a little determination and sweat you can lose the crowd to find some spectacular trails and mind-bending views. Wildflowers bloom through the hiking season and the higher the elevation, the later the blooms.

Remember that you’re at high elevation and pack accordingly, bringing lots of water, sun protection and convertible clothing for the fickle weather.


Garfield Peak

From the eastern edge of the Rim Village parking lot, this short but steep trail leads up 8054ft Garfield Peak to an expansive view of the lake, the Klamath Basin and southern Cascade mountains; in July the slopes are covered with wildflowers. This is one of the most popular hiking trails in Crater Lake but even with the crowds, it’s worth it. Expect snow at the upper elevations all season long. Be prepared to get winded by the altitude if you’re not acclimatized. This is a 3.4 mile round trip with moderate difficulty.




Pinnacles Overlook Trail

This short trail is actually outside the park and gives you a glimpse of some different geology. Follow Pinnacles Rd (off East Rim Dr) and keep going down Pinnacles Rd (about another 6 miles) until you reach Pinnacles Overlook. The colorful spires you look down on are around 100ft high. The spires are fumaroles, where volcanic gas rose up through hot ash deposits, cementing the ash into solid rock. As a side trip, you can also stop and take the Plaikni Falls Trail to Plaikni Falls (off Pinnacles Rd) before you reach the Pinnacles Overlook Trailhead. This is an easy walk of 1.2 miles round trip.







TTours

One of the most popular things to do at Crater Lake is to take the informative, ranger-led, two-hour-long Crater Lake Trolley ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-882-1896; www.craterlaketrolley.com; adult/child $27/17; [image: icon-hoursgif]hJul-Sep) tours. The old-fashioned, wood-paneled vehicle makes five to seven stops and saves you from having to drive and park, plus you get very insightful narration along the way.

Two-hour boat tours ([image: icon-phonegif]%888-774-2728; www.craterlakelodges.com/activities/volcano-boat-cruises; Cleetwood Cove boat dock; [image: icon-hoursgif]hlate Jun-early Sep) are also available and require a fairly strenuous 30- to 40-minute hike down the crater to the dock (then back up again). The two-hour tour ($44 per person) takes you around the lake, or include Wizard Island ($55 per person) for a chance to swim and hike. You can also just take a shuttle to Wizard Island ($28 round-trip). Reserve, as these are popular.




4Sleeping


Mazama CampgroundCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%888-774-2728; www.craterlakelodges.com; Mazama Village; tent/RV sites $22/32; [image: icon-hoursgif]hJun–mid-Oct; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Located 7 miles from the lake and open approximately mid-June through September or October (depending on the weather), this is the park’s main campground. There are over 200 wooded sites, showers and a laundry; some sites are first come, first served.





Lost Creek CampgroundCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-594-3100; www.nps.gov/crla/planyourvisit/lost_creek.htm; campsites $5; [image: icon-hoursgif]hmid-Jul–mid-Sep; [image: icon-petgif]#)


This nonreservable National Park Service campground is 3 miles southeast of the lake and offers just 16 tent sites. Vault toilets but no water.





[image: icon-top-choice]oCrater Lake LodgeLODGE$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%888-774-2728; www.craterlakelodges.com; r from $197; [image: icon-hoursgif]hlate May–mid-Oct; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W)


This grand old lodge has 71 simple but comfortable rooms (no TV or telephone), but it’s the common areas that are most impressive. Large stone fireplaces, rustic leather sofas and a spectacular view of Crater Lake from the patio make this place special. There’s a fine dining room, too.





Jo’s MotelMOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-381-2234; www.josmotel.com; 52851 Hwy 62, Fort Klamath; tent sites per person $10, RV sites $15-20, d $100-120; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a)


Five well-kept and wood-paneled two-room suites with kitchens are available at this friendly motel. There are sites for campers and RV fans too, along with a tiny organic grocery store and deli. No pets allowed and no wi-fi.





Crater Lake ResortCABIN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-381-2349; www.craterlakeresort.com; 50711 Hwy 62; cabins $110-200, tent/RV sites $30/40; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMay-Oct; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


This friendly and good-value place is just south of Fort Klamath and boasts 11 excellent, well-maintained cabins with kitchens and decks (some overlooking a creek). There are expansive lawns, and tent and RV sites are available.





Cabins at Mazama VillageCABIN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%888-774-2728; www.craterlakelodges.com; d $160; [image: icon-hoursgif]hlate May-Sep; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n)


These 40 pleasant rooms (no TV or telephone) are located in attractive four-plex buildings. Mazama Village is 7 miles from Crater Lake, with a small grocery store and gas pump nearby. Reserve as early as possible.







5Eating


Annie CreekAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-594-2255; www.craterlakelodges.com; Mazama Village; mains $9-20; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-8pm late Apr-Sep)


Family-friendly Annie Creek is a wings-and-burgers kind of joint; there are also pizzas, pot roast and fried chicken.





[image: icon-top-choice]oCrater Lake Lodge Dining RoomNORTHWESTERN US$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-594-2255; www.craterlakelodges.com; dinner mains $24-43; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7-10am, 11:30am-2:30pm & 5-9pm mid-May–mid-Oct)


Crater Lake’s finest dining is at the lodge, where you can feast on Northwestern cuisine from a changing menu that includes dishes like bison meatloaf and elk chops with huckleberry sauce. Try for a table with a lake view (there are only a few). Dinner reservations are recommended.







8Information

Steel Visitors Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-594-3000; www.nps.gov/crla/planyourvisit/visitorcenters.htm; Park Headquarters; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm May-Oct, 10am-4pm Nov-Apr) Three miles south of Rim Village; provides good information, with a film about the park, backcountry permits and weather info. Rangers are available to answer questions.




8Getting There & Away

Most people visit Crater Lake by car; it’s wise to carry chains in winter. The north entrance and most of the roads inside the park are closed from November usually until June. Hwy 62 and the 4-mile road from the highway to park headquarters are plowed and open year-round. The 3-mile road from headquarters to Rim Village is kept open when possible, but heavy snowfall means it may be closed; call ahead to check ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-594-3100).

Amtrak trains link up with the Crater Lake Trolley once daily in summer so you can make it up to the lake and back in a day. However, you’ll have to spend the night in Klamath Falls one night either on the way in or out (depending on which direction you’re headed).






Rogue River

The Rogue is a legendary white-water river that flows from its headwaters at Crater Lake to its terminus at Gold Beach, on the Pacific Ocean – 215 miles in total. A good stretch of the river has been designated ‘wild and scenic’ (thus protected), and celebrities such as Zane Grey and Ginger Rogers have lived along its banks. The Rogue is prized for awesome steelhead and trout fishing, along with exceptional hiking, but it’s also famous for world-class rafting.

For the serious adventurer, the Rogue offers everything from pulse-thumping class-IV rapids near the Wild Rogue Wilderness to more gentle waters upriver. A convenient base is the busy city of Grants Pass. For those more into an afternoon float amid natural surroundings, there’s the Shady Cove area.



Wild Rogue Wilderness

Famous for its turbulent class-IV rapids, the Rogue River departs civilization at Grave Creek and winds for 40 untamed miles through a remote canyon preserved within rugged Bureau of Land Management (BLM) land and the Wild Rogue Wilderness. This stretch is not for amateurs – a typical rafting trip here takes three to four days, and hiring an outfitter is mandatory for all but the most experienced.

The Rogue River Trail, at the river’s western end, is a highlight of the region.


2Activities


Orange Torpedo TripsRAFTING

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-476-5061; www.orangetorpedo.com; 210 Merlin Rd, Merlin; half-day trips adult/child $89/84)


White-water-rafting trips from four hours to four days. There’s also a white-water stand-up paddling intro class and inflatable-kayak options.





Morrisons Rogue Wilderness AdventuresHIKING

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-336-1647; www.wildrogue.com; 325 Galice Rd, Merlin; 4-day trips from $899)


This outfitter offers hiking, rafting and fishing trips in the Wild & Scenic section of the Rogue River.







4Sleeping


Marial LodgeLODGE$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-474-2057; Rogue River Trail; r from $120; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMay 1-Nov 15)


Friendly hosts and good food make this simple, 11-room lodge a welcome stop after a long day of hiking, rafting or fishing. Check out the mug rack with a personal mug for all the river guides who come through regularly. Hearty meals are served family-style and power is by generator only.





Clay Hill LodgeLODGE$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-859-3772; www.clayhilllodge.com; Rogue River Trail; r per person $165)


This lodge specializes in fishing trips. Rates are per person per night and include meals.





Paradise LodgeLODGE$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%888-667-6483; www.paradise-lodge.com; Rogue River Trail; r per person adult/child from $165/100; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMay-Nov)


Hike or raft in to this rustic 18-room lodge – meals are included.





Black Bar LodgeLODGE$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-479-6507; www.blackbarlodge.com; Merlin; r from $290)


Sixteen private cabins are available here, with home-cooked meals served in the 1934 lodge.







8Information

Contact the BLM’s Smullin Visitor Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-479-3735; 14335 Galice Rd, Merlin; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-3pm mid-May–mid-Oct) for information. The center also issues rafting permits, which are required to float the Rogue without an outfitter (for details, go to www.blm.gov/or/resources/recreation/rogue/about-permits.php).




8Getting There & Away

Access to the Rogue River is limited mostly to hiking and watercraft. Morrisons Rogue Wilderness Adventures offers guided trips. River trips can also be booked through some of the lodges.




HIKING THE ROGUE RIVER TRAIL

The 40-mile Rogue River Trail, best hiked in spring or fall, follows the river from Grave Creek to Illahe. Once used to transport mail and supplies from Gold Beach, the route follows a relatively easy grade through scrub oak and laurel past historic homesteads and cabins. The full hike takes four to five days, but rustic lodges along the way can make your itinerary flexible.






Shady Cove

[image: icon-phonegif]%541 / POP 3077

Although the real action is far downriver, most people find more peaceful adventures in the gentle waters north of scrappy Shady Cove – which has plenty of services.


2Activities

For raft rental options, check out Raft the Rogue ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-797-7238; www.rafttherogue.com; 21171 Hwy 62; rafts from $60, single/double inflatable kayaks $30/36).

About 12 miles north of Shady Cove is McGregor Park, a popular raft put-in and picnic spot. Up by the dam is the large Cole M Rivers Fish Hatchery, where you can feed the fish for 25¢.




4Sleeping


Joseph Stewart State ParkCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-560-3334; https://oregonstateparks.org; Hwy 62; tent/RV sites $17/24; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMar-Oct)


This campground is about 40 miles from Crater Lake with 200 sites, hot showers, volleyball and horseshoe courts, and a playground. There’s a restaurant and a marina at nearby Lost Creek Lake (in the park’s day-use area), where you can rent boats and water toys.





Royal Coachman MotelMOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-878-2481; www.royalcoachmanmotel.com; 21906 Hwy 62; s/d from $59/69; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a)


Suites with kitchenettes are available at this motel, as are river-view rooms. The pretty grounds aren’t the only benefit of being riverside; motel staff can help with fishing information and arrange guides, too.





Rogue Elk CampgroundCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-774-8183; www.jacksoncountyor.org/parks/camping/roge-elk-park; 27766 Hwy 62; sites $28)


A very pretty, tree-covered campground next to the river, this place has good facilities and plenty of activities.





Edgewater InnHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%888-811-3171; www.edgewaterinns.com; 7800 Rogue River Dr; r from $129; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s)


This is a nice business-style hotel with all the usual amenities, like in-room coffee, cable, fridge and microwave, and continental breakfast.







8Information

For general information on the area, try the friendly visitor center ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-878-3800; http://friendsofmacgregor.org/page/visitorcentre; 100 Cole M Rivers Dr; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Memorial Day-Labor Day) in McLeod.




8Getting There & Away

Shady Cove is on Hwy 62 about 20 miles north of Medford. Driving is the best way to explore the area; there’s no public transportation.






Prospect & Union Creek

Past Shady Cove, about 17 miles north, the valley walls close in, and the silvery river quickens and channels a gorge through thick lava flows. Dense forests robe the steep mountainsides, surrounding sparsely populated Prospect and Union Creek with uncrowded hiking trails, quiet camping and rustic lodging convenient to Crater Lake. It’s a truly spectacular and lost-feeling place.



DON’T MISS

HOUSE OF MYSTERY

A cheesy but fun roadside attraction, the Oregon Vortex ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-855-1543; www.oregonvortex.com; 4303 Sardine Creek L Fork Rd, Gold Hill; adult/child $13.50/9.75; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-4pm Mar-Oct, to 5pm Jun-Aug; [image: icon-familygif]c) and accompanying House of Mystery lure visitors with displays of unexplained phenomena: people shrink as they walk toward you, a broom stands on end, water runs uphill. Leave your skepticism in the car and let the invisible whirlpool of gravity (or whatever) entertain you.




2Activities

A mile south of Prospect on Mill Creek Dr is the 0.3-mile trail to the awesome Mill Creek Falls (173ft). A side shoot leads to the Avenue of Giant Boulders, well worth the extra few steps, where the Rogue River crashes through rocky boulders (scrambling required).

A good 4.6-mile hike (one way) starts from either the Woodruff Bridge picnic area or the River Bridge campground; you’ll get views of the pretty Takelma Gorge. You can also hike 3.5 miles (one way) between Natural Bridge, where the Rogue River borrows a lava tube and goes underground for 200ft, and the magical Rogue River Gorge, where a narrow, turbulent section of river cuts a sheer-walled cleft into a lava flow.




4Sleeping


Union CreekCAMPGROUND$

(www.recreation.gov; Crater Lake Hwy, Union Creek; tent/RV sites $22/35; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMay–mid-Oct)


Right near the Union Creek Resort is this forested campground, a stone’s throw from the Rogue River Gorge, Natural Bridge and a number of hiking trails.





Farewell BendCAMPGROUND$

(https://oregonstateparks.org; tent/RV sites $18/26; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMar 1-Nov 30)


A great choice for fishers and hikers, not to mention those who want to cool off in the river on a hot day.





Prospect HotelHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-944-6490; www.prospecthotel.com; 391 Mill Creek Dr, Prospect; r $160-295; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


The grand old Prospect Hotel has small, charming B&B rooms, a wraparound porch and a worthy dining room (open 5pm to 9pm summer only). There are also modern, motel-standard rooms in back, some with kitchenettes. It’s run by a friendly couple who travel a lot and are knowledgeable about the area.





Union Creek ResortLODGE$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%866-560-3565; www.unioncreekoregon.com; 56484 Hwy 62, Union Creek; d from $94, cabins $139-295; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


The Union Creek Resort is an old 1930s lodge with nine ultracozy wood-paneled rooms (shared bathrooms outside) and a couple of dozen rustic but nicely outfitted cabins (fridge, microwave, coffee) that sleep two to 13 people.







5Eating


Beckie’s CafeAMERICAN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-560-3565; www.unioncreekoregon.com/beckies-cafe; 56484 Hwy 62, Union Creek; mains $7-14; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-9pm summer, to 7pm Sun-Thu, to 8pm Fri & Sat winter)


Across the street from the Union Creek Resort is the winning Beckie’s Cafe, with huge burgers, excellent berry pie and a super-friendly local vibe.







8Information

For detailed camping and much more hiking information, contact the High Cascades Ranger Station ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-560-3400; www.fs.usda.gov/detail/rogue-siskiyou; 47201 Hwy 62, Prospect; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-4:30pm Mon-Fri).




8Getting There & Away

There’s no public transportation here; you’ll need a car to explore. The towns of Prospect and Union Creek are both on Hwy 62 on the route to Crater Lake.








Klamath Falls

[image: icon-phonegif]%541 / POP 21,359

Sleepy is a good way to describe Klamath Falls. It has a lot of potential, boasting over 300 days of sunshine, affordable real estate, spectacular countryside and great recreational opportunities. But for now, it’s still a small town with friendly people and an attractive downtown.

K Falls (as locals call it) is set on the shores of Lake Ewana, though the water is not visible from most of town. There are some key things to see, including the nearby Klamath Basin National Wildlife Refuges, which boasts a huge population of wintering bald eagles – along with over 350 other species of birds. Check out the surrounding high desert mountain terrain – amazing Crater Lake National Park is only 60 miles north, and there are lots of area lakes and fishing streams to explore. And for those into outdoor sports, you can boat, raft, fish and bike – plenty to keep active folks busy.


1Sights & Activities

In winter there’s snowshoeing and cross-country skiing west on Hwy 140 at Lake of the Woods and north at Crater Lake. Bicycle rentals are available at Running Y Ranch.

Ashland-based Momentum River Expeditions runs rafting trips on the Upper Klamath River.


Favell Museum of Western Art & Indian ArtifactsMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-882-9996; www.favellmuseum.org; 125 W Main St; adult/child $10/5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Tue-Sat)


This is a good upscale museum (for Klamath Falls) with Native American tools, basketry and bead work – check out the over 60,000 arrowheads on display, including one made of opal. There are miniature guns and a gallery showcasing local artwork as well.





Klamath County MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-883-4208; www.klamathcounty.org/496/Visit-the-Museum; 1451 Main St; adult/student/child under 12yr $5/4/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Tue-Sat)


Learn about the area’s history at this slightly quirky museum in the old armory. Along with natural-history dioramas and fine Native American basketry, look for the pelican figurine collection. The museum also maintains historic artifacts housed in the 1905 Baldwin Hotel.





Baldwin HotelMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-883-4207; www.klamathcounty.org/496/Visit-the-Museum; 31 Main St; adult/student/child under 12yr $5/4/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Wed-Sun Jun-Aug)


An old hardware store that was converted in 1908 into a hotel, the Baldwin has artifacts from the history of settlement in the area, plus the recreated photo studio of state Senator George Baldwin’s daughter Maud.







zFestivals & Events


Winter Wings FestivalFESTIVAL

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-882-1501; www.winterwingsfest.org; 3201 Campus Dr; [image: icon-hoursgif]hmid-Feb)


If you’re in the area on President’s Day weekend, check out this four-day festival, which draws together bird lovers of all kinds for lectures, workshops, field trips and wildlife art at the Oregon Institute of Technology. Some activities have fees of $10 to $35.







4Sleeping


Golden West MotelMOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-882-1758; 6402 S 6th St; r from $76; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


A favorite with birders, as this place is on the highway, a straight shot toward Klamath Lake Wildlife Refuge. It’s an old-fashioned, basic motel but there’s pride in its care, it’s spotless and the owners couldn’t be more friendly and helpful.





Running Y RanchRESORT$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%877-656-7784; www.runningy.com; 5500 Running Y Rd; d from $189; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s[image: icon-petgif]#)


This upscale resort is about 6 miles from downtown Klamath Falls. It’s also dotted with private vacation homes, but the lodge offers 88 lovely and contemporary rooms ($10 extra for views). There are tennis courts, a swimming pool and gym with sauna and Jacuzzi. The restaurant has a great patio overlooking the golf course. Tons of activities are on offer with families in mind.





Crystalwood LodgeB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%866-381-2322; www.craterlakelodgingatcrystalwoodlodge.com; 38625 Westside Rd, Klamath Falls; d $139-187; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Possibly the most dog-friendly B&B in Oregon is run by a woman who’s done the Iditarod (sled dog race), and her sled dogs live on the premises. Seven no-nonsense rooms and a full kitchen are available. The lodge is set on 130 acres, with dog-washing facilities, a fishing pond, hiking trails, birding and canoeing all possible. It’s 15 miles south of Fort Klamath and about 32 miles from Crater Lake.





Lake of the Woods ResortRESORT$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%866-201-4194; www.lakeofthewoodsresort.com; 950 Harriman Rte; RV sites/cabins from $60/140; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-petgif]#)


Located 32 miles west of Klamath Falls is this pleasant, rustic, family resort with around 30 cabins. The marina rents boats; you can also rent mountain bikes in summer and snowshoes in winter. There’s a restaurant, lounge and small store on the premises. Two-night minimum; discount on weekdays.







5Eating


Leap of TasteCAFE$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-850-9141; www.aleapoftaste.com; 907 Main St; mains $5-8; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7:30am-6pm Mon-Fri, 8am-4pm Sat) [image: icon-sustainable]S


This popular and trendy healthy-food spot serves up cold or hot gourmet sandwiches (half or whole), along with a few soups, salads and pizza by the slice. Nice atmosphere, with sofas and wood tables. Organic coffee as well. Live music some weekdays at 2pm.





Klamath Basin BreweryGASTROPUB$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-273-5222; www.kbbrewing.com/brewpub; 1320 Main St; mains $10-16; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9:30pm Sun-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat)


One of the hippest venues in town, this place in the Creamery building – part of Klamath Basin Brewing – is a large brewpub-restaurant with all the usual favorites like burgers, pastas, salads and sandwiches. Microbrews include its Storm Warning Winter Ale. There’s a great patio for sunny days.





DON’T MISS

BALD EAGLE WATCHING

Every November, hundreds of bald eagles travel from Canada and Alaska to winter in the Klamath Basin, feeding on the area’s rich waterfowl populations. December through February are prime viewing months, when you can spot dozens of these national symbols along the Lower Klamath Refuge and Tule Lake. Klamath Basin National Wildlife Refuge Complex Visitor Center, just 4 miles south of the Oregon–California border, has detailed information on access and bird-watching.

In spring and summer you can also watch nesting bald eagles along the west side of Upper Klamath Lake and at Klamath Marsh National Wildlife Refuge. For more on bird life in the area, see www.klamathbirdingtrails.com.






8Information

The Discover Klamath Visitor Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-882-1501; www.meetmeinklamath.com; 205 Riverside Dr; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Mon-Fri, 10am-2pm Sat summer) and Klamath Falls Ranger District ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-883-6714; www.fs.fed.us/r6/frewin; 2819 Dahlia St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-4:30pm Mon-Fri) provide information on the area.




8Getting There & Around

The charter-only Klamath Falls airport ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-883-5372; www.flykfalls.com; 6775 Arnold Ave) is 5 miles southeast of town. There’s a shuttle between it and Medford airport, which has commercial flights.

Amtrak ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-884-2822; www.amtrak.com; 1600 Oak Ave) runs the once-daily Coast Starlight route between Seattle ($67, 12 hours) and Los Angeles ($137, 23 hours) with stops in between including Portland ($60, 7¼ hours). Amtrak trains link up with the once-daily Crater Lake Trolley in summer that makes it possible to go directly to Crater Lake and back from the station in a day, but you’ll still need an overnight in Klamath Falls to catch the next train.

BTS ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-883-2877; www.basintransit.com; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMon-Sat) provides regional bus services (fares from $1.50).






Klamath Basin National Wildlife Refuges

The Klamath Basin is a broad, marshy floodplain extending from the southern base of Crater Lake into the northernmost part of California. The surrounding region offers some of the finest bird-watching in the West: six wildlife refuges, totaling more than 300 sq miles, support concentrations of over a million birds.

In the Upper Klamath National Wildlife Refuge, tule rushes fill the northwestern shore of shallow, marshy Upper Klamath Lake. Here there’s shelter for colonies of cormorants, egrets, herons, cranes, pelicans and many varieties of ducks and geese. A 9.5-mile canoe trail starts at Rocky Point Resort, 24 miles northwest of Klamath Falls off Hwy 140.

The Lower Klamath National Wildlife Refuge lies mostly in California. This mix of open water, shallow marsh, cropland and grassy upland offers the best year-round viewing and great access for motorists: a 10-mile auto tour begins off Hwy 161 (State Line Rd).


8Information

Get information in Klamath Falls or at the Klamath Basin National Wildlife Refuge Complex Visitor Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%530-667-2231; www.klamathbasinrefuges.fws.gov; 4009 Hill Rd, Tulelake; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-4pm) in Tulelake, California.




8Getting There & Away

You’ll need your own wheels to explore the basin. The Upper Klamath National Wildlife Refuge is accessible only by boat; rent one at Rocky Point Resort ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-356-2287; 28121 Rocky Point Rd, Klamath Falls, OR; canoe & kayak rental per hour/half day/day $20/45/60; [image: icon-hoursgif]hApr-Oct; [image: icon-familygif]c[image: icon-petgif]#).
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Eastern Oregon

[image: 25-east-oregon-loc-pnw8-jpg]



Why Go?

Eastern Oregon is sure to amaze. Among its extensive farmlands and desert plateaus are stunning attractions: the gorgeous snowy peaks of the Wallowa Mountains; Hells Canyon, which dips deeper than the Grand Canyon; the John Day Fossil Beds, with their eerily colorful hills and rock formations; and the incredible glacier-carved valleys of the Steens Mountain range.

This slice of Oregon was the last arduous passage the pioneers traversed on their journey west; in some places you can see where their wagon ruts carved out the Oregon Trail. Gold was discovered in the region in the 1860s – making and breaking dozens of towns and cities – and there’s also rich Native American history in towns like Joseph.

With a rodeo in every town and the Old West still palpable in spots, visiting Eastern Oregon is like a trip back in time – but forget the covered wagons and bring the digital camera instead.




When to Go

[image: pendleton-cc.jpg]

	Jul–Oct Drive the stunning Steens Mountain Loop or hike in the high Wallowas.

	Mar, Apr, Sep & Oct Avoid the high-summer heat and enjoy the desert in comfort.

	Nov–Mar Colder weather makes hot springs more decadent, and there are ski resorts too.







Best Places to Eat

A Vali’s Alpine Restaurant

A Terminal Gravity Brewing

A Snaffle Bit

A Rhojo’s

A Latitude 45 Grille




Best Places to Stay

A Historic Central Hotel

A Bronze Antler B&B

A Pine Valley Lodge

A Hotel Prairie

A Frenchglen Hotel






Eastern Oregon Highlights

[image: 25-east-oregon-ch-pnw8-jpg]

1 Eagle Cap Wilderness Trekking the lush, wildflower-covered slopes in ‘America’s Little Switzerland,’ with or without a llama to help.

2 John Day Fossil Beds Painted Hills Unit Oohing and aahing at the striations of red, ocher and orange of this section of the fantastic John Day Fossil Beds National Monument.

3 Hells Canyon Winding along the road or river amid the dramatically steep walls of North America’s deepest river gorge.

4 Steens Mountain Exploring roads that seem to disappear into the sky, with wild horses, bird-watching galore and an incredible sense of open space in this remote region.

5 Succor Creek & Leslie Gulch Cruising these amazing desert landscapes and vividly colored, wildly eroded rock formations.




8Getting There & Away

Most people drive their own vehicle to visit this area. Greyhound buses go once per day from Portland to Pendleton ($35 to $81, four hours) and Baker City ($57 to $99, six hours).




Pendleton

[image: icon-phonegif]%541 / POP 16,680

Eastern Oregon’s largest city, ‘wild and woolly’ Pendleton is a handsome old town famous for its wool shirts and big-name rodeo. It has managed to retain its old-time atmosphere and cow-poking past, with large cowboy-boot sculptures on the sidewalks and lots of historic brick buildings downtown.

The city nestles between steep hills along the Umatilla River. All around are farms and ranch lands. With its art galleries, rodeo-themed antique shops and fancy Western stores, not to mention some good places to eat and drink, Pendleton has become one of Eastern Oregon’s most popular destinations.


1Sights & Activities


Pendleton Center for the ArtsARTS CENTER

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-278-9201; www.pendletonarts.org; 214 N Main St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Tue-Fri, from noon Sat) [image: icon-free]F


This gallery and community center offers various art and craft classes, and a teen program that includes music, film-making and costume-design workshops.





Tamástslikt Cultural InstituteMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-429-7700; www.tamastslikt.org; 47106 Wild Horse Blvd; adult/child $10/7; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Mon-Sat)


Witness Oregon’s past from a Native American perspective at the spacious Tamástslikt Cultural Institute, east of Pendleton off I-84 exit 216. State-of-the-art exhibits weave voices, memories and artifacts through an evolving history of the region. There’s a cafe on the premises serving Native American-inspired dishes.





Round-Up & Happy Canyon Hall of FameMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-278-0815; 1114 SW Court Ave; adult/child $5/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Mon-Sat)


If you miss the Pendleton Round-Up, you can still visit the Round-Up Hall of Fame. Here you can see the evidence of past round-ups via photographs and other memorabilia.





Umatilla County Historical MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-276-0012; www.heritagestationmuseum.org; 108 SW Frazer Ave; adult/child $5/2; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Tue-Sat)


The worthwhile Umatilla County Historical Museum is in Pendleton’s old railroad station. There are pioneer exhibits and Native American artifacts; check out the caboose and one-room schoolhouse. Guided tours are available for $3.





Pendleton Family Aquatic CenterSWIMMING

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-276-0104; www.pendletonparksandrec.com/aquatic-center; 1901 NW Carden Ave; adult/child $7/5; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-8pm Memorial Day-Labor Day; [image: icon-familygif]c)


If it’s hot, head to the Pendleton Family Aquatic Center, which features an Olympic-size pool and water slides.







TTours


Pendleton Underground ToursTOURS

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-226-6398, 541-276-0730; www.pendletonundergroundtours.org; 37 SW Emigrant Ave; per person $15; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm, closed Sun & Tue)


At the end of the 19th century, a shady network of businesses (saloons, Chinese laundries, opium dens and card rooms) boomed beneath Pendleton’s storefronts, driven underground by Prohibition and social tensions. Pendleton Underground Tours lets you explore the town’s infamous underground past, as well as an above-ground early-1900s brothel. Tours last 1½ hours; reservations required. Children under six are not allowed.





Pendleton Woolen MillsTOURS

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-276-6911; www.pendleton-usa.com; 1307 SE Court Pl; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-6pm Mon-Sat, 9am-5pm Sun) [image: icon-free]F


World-famous Pendleton Woolen Mills has been weaving blankets for more than 100 years, and is especially known for Native American designs. Free, short factory tours are given at 9am, 11am, 1:30pm and 3pm Monday to Friday year-round.







zFestivals & Events


Pendleton Round-UpRODEO

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-457-6336; www.pendletonroundup.com; 1205 SW Court Ave; tickets $17-24; [image: icon-hoursgif]hmid-Sep)


The Pendleton Round-Up is held the second full week in September. There are cowboy breakfasts, dances and a big-name music concert. Tickets and lodging sell out in advance.







4Sleeping


Working Girls Old HotelHOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-276-0730; www.pendletonundergroundtours.org; 17 SW Emigrant Ave; d $75-95; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Run by Pendleton Underground Tours, this former bordello offers five large, beautiful and antique-filled rooms. Only one is en suite; two have private hallway bathrooms (only three rooms are rented at the same time, unless everyone’s willing to share bathrooms). There’s a guest kitchen and parlor. Best for those who don’t need much service (there’s no reception). Reservations required.





Wildhorse Resort & CasinoCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-654-9453, 541-278-2274; www.wildhorseresort.com; 46510 Wildhorse Blvd; tent/RV sites from $27/42, r $115-226, tipis $25-30; [image: icon-hoursgif]hoffice 7am-10pm; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s[image: icon-petgif]#)


There’s plenty of grass and little shade, but this tidy campground is only 5 miles east of Pendleton and offers an outdoor heated pool and Jacuzzi. Bring your own bedding for the tipis. Rates are cheaper Monday through Thursday. There’s also a casino and hotel with nice business-standard rooms.





Rugged Country LodgeMOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-966-6800, 877-778-4433; www.ruggedcountrylodge.com; 1807 SE Court Ave; d/ste from $60/74; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


On the eastern edge of town is this out-of-the-ordinary, great-deal motel featuring stylish rooms with personal touches such as down pillows, quality linens and Pendleton blankets. Most rooms line inside hallways, making them quiet and giving them a homelike quality. A continental breakfast is included.





Emigrant Springs State ParkCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-983-2277, 800-551-6949; www.oregonstateparks.org; 65068 Old Emigrant Trail; tent/RV sites $17/24, cabins $43; [image: icon-petgif]#)


Located 26 miles east of Pendleton, this pleasant woodsy campground is at elevation, so it stays cool in summer. There’s freeway noise, but quieter cabins are available (bring bedding). The park has some interpretive information on the Oregon Trail.





Pendleton House B&BB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-276-8581; www.pendletonhousebnb.com; 311 N Main St; d $135-225, ste $349; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Near downtown is this pink 1917 Italian Renaissance mansion with its original furniture, wallpaper and drapes. The home’s details are amazing (especially the communal shower), and there’s a relaxing front patio with wicker furniture. Be prepared to get to know your neighbors, however – three of the five beautiful rooms (one with half-bath) share a bathroom. A friendly dog lives here.







5Eating


Main Street DinerBREAKFAST$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-278-1952; www.mainstdiner.com; 349 S Main St; mains $7-12; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-3pm)


Fill up on huge portions of hash browns and eggs at this cute little diner, with aggressively rockabilly decor and oldies on the soundtrack. It’s in one of the historic long, skinny brick buildings that make downtown Pendleton so cool.





Great Pacific Wine & Coffee CoAMERICAN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-276-1350; www.greatpacific.biz; 403 S Main St; drinks $2-7, mains $6-14; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-9pm Mon-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat)


This trendy-for-Pendleton coffee shop serves up hot and cold sandwiches, salads, baked stuffed croissants and gourmet Naples-style pizzas. There are plenty of java choices, wine by the glass and even microbrews on tap. Occasional live music.





Hamley’s SteakhouseAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-278-1100; www.hamleysteakhouse.com; 8 SE Court Ave; steaks $34-56, dinner mains $19-26; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4-9:30pm Sun-Tue, to 10:30pm Wed & Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat)


This 150-seat steakhouse has been gorgeously done up with wood floors, stone accents and tin ceilings. There’s a bar with sports on TV and the bathrooms have ‘interesting’ artwork. Food is decent, with large portions. Hamley’s empire also includes a first-rate Western store with a saddle-making workshop in back, a cafe and a wine cellar.







6Drinking & Nightlife


[image: icon-top-choice]oRainbow CafeBAR

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-276-4120; www.rainbowcafependleton.com; 209 S Main St; mains $9-24; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-2am Mon-Sat, to midnight Sun)


This historic and very Wild West bar-restaurant is Pendleton’s oldest business. It has plenty of dive-y personality, with old photos and bison and pronghorn trophy heads on the wall, plus a pool table in back. Sit at the long bar and order the rainbow chicken, the signature dish, then chat to a local. Surprisingly, breakfast is also good. Cash only.





Oregon Grain Growers Brand DistilleryDISTILLERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-276-0070; www.oregongrain.com; 511 SE Court Ave; pizzas $16-20, cocktails $7-10; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-9pm Wed-Mon, 9am-8pm Sun)


Visit this big industrial-style venue for casual vodka and spirit tasting alongside great burgers and wood-fired pizzas. Head to the bar or sit at family-style benches that encourage sociability. The main draw here is vodka, made from Oregon-grown produce in flavors from mint to coffee. Gin is made from the vodkas and whiskeys are produced from Blue Mountain corn.





Prodigal Son BreweryPUB

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-276-6090; www.prodigalsonbrewery.com; 230 SE Court Ave; mains $9-15; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-10pm Tue-Sat, noon-9pm Sun; [image: icon-familygif]c)


Pendleton’s award-winning brewery is a popular place, even with families (there are two kids’ rooms). It has a great atmosphere and 10 beers on tap, plus a typical pub menu that includes burgers, salads and some surprises like Scotch egg and onion tarts.







8Information

Pendleton Chamber of Commerce ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-547-8911, 541-276-7411; www.pendletonchamber.com; 501 S Main St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8:30am-5pm Mon-Fri)




8Getting There & Away

Pendleton Municipal Airport is 5 miles west of town on US 30, with daily service to Portland.

Greyhound ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-276-1551; 2101 SE Court Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5:30pm) runs east- and westbound buses (both daily) from the Pendleton Market gas station including Portland (one way $44, 4½ hours) and Baker City (one way $36, two hours).






La Grande

[image: icon-phonegif]%541 / POP 13,170

Early French traders, upon seeing this broad, seemingly circular valley, declared it to be La Grande Ronde, or ‘the Big Circle.’ Indeed, from the historical marker on US 30 above town, it does seem as if the mountain peaks form a giant ring around the valley.

The Oregon Trail crossed this valley, and the pioneers rested here in preparation for traversing the challenging Blue Mountains. Some saw the valley’s agricultural potential and its pretty Grande Ronde River, and decided to settle down instead. Today La Grande is home to Eastern Oregon University and provides services to the region; it also offers a surprising wealth of outdoor recreation, though the city itself isn’t all that memorable.

If you stay overnight in La Grande, bring earplugs! The train tracks run through town and train whistles blow throughout the night.


1Sights & Activities


Union County MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-562-6003; www.ucmuseumoregon.com; 333 South Main St, Union; adult/child $5/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Mon-Sat, 1-4pm Sun)


In Union, about 15 miles southeast of La Grande, is this interesting museum, chronicling the histories of Union, Wallowa and other counties. Relics include an old bank vault, vintage Barbie-doll collection and antique kitchen and bathroom recreations (check out the huge copper bathtub). There’s also a ‘Cowboy’ room. Out back is a pioneer cabin and blacksmith shop.





Oregon Trail Interpretive ParkPARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-963-7186; I-84 exit 248; day use $5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-7pm Tue-Sun Memorial Day-Labor Day)


This park gives a visceral feeling of what travel was like for Oregon Trail pioneers crossing the Blue Mountains. A half-mile, paved interpretive path winds through the forest to ruts left by pioneer wagons – still visible after 150 years. The center is 13 miles west of La Grande and 3 miles on well-marked roads from the freeway exit.





Catherine Creek State ParkHIKING

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-551-6949; Hwy 203; [image: icon-hoursgif]hmid-Apr–mid-Oct)


There’s good hiking and camping at this park, about 23 miles southeast of La Grande. You can access the Eagle Cap Wilderness from a trail here, and there are mountaintop views from other nearby hikes.







4Sleeping


Union HotelHOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-562-1200; www.thehistoricunionhotel.com; 326 N Main St, Union; d $97-135, RV sites $35; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Fifteen miles southeast of La Grande, in the town of Union, is this very atmospheric old hotel and definitely the best pick in the area. All 16 rooms are decorated individually, and none has a TV or telephone, though three come with kitchenette (there are common rooms with a TV and library).





LandingBOUTIQUE HOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-786-1212; www.lagrandelandinghotel.com; 1501 Adams Ave; d $130-140, ste $169; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


In a restored white heritage building right on the main drag, this homey place has a dedicated (and quite good) restaurant open for breakfast, lunch and dinner, that doubles as a living room and lounge area. Bright rooms, upstairs and downstairs, with white shiplap walls and wood ceilings are decked out with plush duvets, fluffy pillows and small tiled bathrooms.





Hot Lake SpringsHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-963-4685; www.hotlakesprings.com; 66172 Hwy 203; d from $169, hot springs per hour $25; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Eight miles southeast of La Grande is this grand hotel in a historic building that was once a luxury resort, then old folks home and then asylum. Peacocks greet you at the faded entrance. Don’t just stop by, as guest privacy is highly respected here and you need a reservation. There’s also a spa, restaurant, museum, art gallery, bronze foundry and several hot-spring pools.







5Eating


Nells-N-OutAMERICAN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-963-5733; 1704 Adams Ave; mains $3-8; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10:30am-10pm)


Long-running drive-thru burger joint offering some of Eastern Oregon’s best fast food. Choose from a huge menu of burgers, plus hotdogs, sandwiches, wraps, salads and sides like battered green beans and jalapeño poppers. The milkshakes are legendary. Shady picnic tables available.





Side A BrewingGASTROPUB$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-605-0163; www.sideabeer.com; 1219 Washington Ave; mains $10-22; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm Sun-Tue, to 10pm Wed & Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat)


Hip, bustling and delicious, Side A is an excellent addition to La Grande’s eating and drinking scene. Make new friends at the family-style seating and chat over great burgers, mac ’n’ cheese or a flat iron steak. The ‘dirty fries’ smothered in fresh herbs, cherry peppers, Parmesan cheese and smoked aioli are legendary. Pair with one of the full-flavored beers on tap.







8Information

Chamber of Commerce ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-848-9969, 541-963-8588; www.visitlagrande.com; 207 Depot St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Mon-Fri)




8Getting There & Away

Greyhound ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-963-5165; 2204 E Penn Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]hoffice 8:30-11am & 4-6:30pm Mon-Fri) buses leave daily in both east- and westbound directions including Portland (one way $57, 5½ hours) and Ontario (one way $44, 2¾ hours).

NEO Transit ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-426-3840; www.neotransit.org; 2204 E Penn Ave) services have several morning and afternoon departures to Baker City (one way $3.50, one hour), from Monday to Friday; leave from several stops around town. Also provides in-town trolly services ($1).






Wallowa Mountains

Rising precipitously from the flatlands in Oregon’s far-northeastern corner, the Wallowas have 19 peaks over 9000ft. Ice-age glaciers carved sharp crags and deep canyons into the mountains, and the moraines of one such glacier now impound Wallowa Lake. Much of the high country, including the only remaining glacier (Benson Glacier, whose status these days is debated) and Eastern Oregon’s highest peak (the 9838ft Sacajawea), is part of the Eagle Cap Wilderness, a 715-sq-mile natural area studded with alpine meadows and lakes.

Trails, campgrounds and fishing holes are popular during high season. In particular, the lovely state park at Wallowa Lake takes on a carnival atmosphere on summer weekends. Some secondary roads over the Wallowa Mountains are closed between November and May, so check ahead.


1Sights & Activities


Eagle Cap WildernessNATIONAL PARK

(www.eaglecapwilderness.com)


Glacier-ripped valleys, high mountain lakes and marble peaks are some of the rewards that long-distance hikers find on overnight treks into the beautiful Eagle Cap Wilderness, nicknamed ‘America’s Little Switzerland.’





Eagle Cap Excursion TrainRAIL

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-323-7330; www.eaglecaptrainrides.com; 300 Depot St, Elgin; round-trip from $70; [image: icon-hoursgif]hselect dates May-Aug; [image: icon-familygif]c)


This slow-moving, nostalgic train ride follows the Grande Ronde and Wallowa Rivers through rugged canyons and pleasant scenery. If you’re lucky, you’ll spot a Rocky Mountain elk or black bear, but you’re more likely to see bald eagles. And cows, of course – sometimes right on the tracks!





Wallowa Lake Pack StationHORSEBACK RIDING

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-432-7432; www.wallowalakepackstation.com; 59761 Wallowa Lake Hwy, Joseph; 2hr/half-day/full-day rides per person from $75/125/195)


The pack station offers a variety of horseback trips, from hour-long rides to extended pack tours. Be sure to check the rules before booking; there are age limits, weight restrictions and a strict on-time policy. It also offers deluxe backpacking trips ($250 per person per day) and gear drops (one packer with one mule $400).







4Sleeping


Hurricane Creek CampgroundCAMPGROUND$

(www.fs.usda.gov; Mile 7, Hurricane Creek Rd; sites $16; [image: icon-hoursgif]hJun-Sep)


Campers who don’t need many amenities should try this primitive but beautiful campground about 7 miles south of Enterprise. Bring water or a filter.





Minam River LodgeLODGE$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-758-0973; www.minam-lodge.com; cabins $395-595, r from $245, wall tents $195, plane camp $45; [image: icon-hoursgif]hend May–mid-Oct; [image: icon-petgif]#)


For utter, comfortable escape, head to this beautifully renovated, riverside lodge in the stunning Eagle Cap Wilderness. You’ll have to hike or ride a horse 8 miles to get here (or fly) but oh the hikes, the horse rides, the fishing, the yoga and relaxation once you’re here. Two-night minimum. Breakfasts and lunches, created from garden produce, are $25 and dinner is $75.









Enterprise

[image: icon-phonegif]%541 / POP 1950

Enterprise is a small, friendly place that’s less expensive and upscale than its nearby sister town of Joseph, just 6 miles away. However, it shares with Joseph an attraction for artists, as well as an exceptional location surrounded by grassy meadows, pine forests and the stunning Wallowa Mountains. The drive into town is a huge part of the appeal of a visit, but the town itself is plenty cute. Some of Enterprise’s original buildings are still intact and there’s a good selection of traveler services, making it an ideal base for exploring northeastern Oregon – such as Hells Canyon and, of course, the Wallowas.


2Activities


Wallowa Alpine HutsSKIING

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-398-1980; www.wallowahuts.com; 500 N River St; tours from $250)


Go skiing in the backcountry with this outfit, which supplies guides and hut stays, at prices that vary based on whether you want full catering or DIY.







zFestivals & Events


Hells Canyon Mule DaysSTREET CARNIVAL

(www.hellscanyonmuledays.com; [image: icon-hoursgif]hearly Sep)


On the weekend after Labor Day, Enterprise is host to Hells Canyon Mule Days, a three-day event featuring a parade, quilt show, Dutch oven cook-off, cowboy poetry and a mule rodeo with speed events (barrel racing, pole bending).







4Sleeping


Ponderosa MotelMOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-426-3186; www.theponderosamotel.com; 102 E Greenwood St; r from $90; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Right downtown is this well-run motel with an attractive log-and-stone facade. The excellent rooms are clean and comfortable, with lodge-like furniture. Prices skyrocket during special events and drop in low season. Plus, if you like puns, its tagline is ‘You’ll sleep like a log.’





Barking Mad FarmB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-215-2758; www.barkingmadfarm.com; 65156 Powers Rd; ste $175-225; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


This countryside B&B – on 42 acres – has just three large, comfortable rooms, two with great mountain views and one with private deck. There’s a wonderful front porch, plus relaxing backyard with great Wallowa views. Dog and cat on premises. Located a mile down Fish Hatchery Rd (from which Powers Rd spurs straight off), just before heading into Enterprise from the west.







5Eating


[image: icon-top-choice]oTerminal Gravity BrewingPUB FOOD$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-426-3000; www.terminalgravitybrewing.com; 803 SE School St; mains $9-17; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm, to 8pm Sun & Mon)


One of Oregon’s best breweries is in little Enterprise. There’s limited inside seating, but on a warm day you’ll want to be at a picnic table outside with a tasty IPA and a buffalo burger anyway. Sandwiches and salads dominate the menu, with a few specials such as beer mac ’n’ cheese.





Red Rooster CafeAMERICAN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-426-2233; 309 W Main St; mains $6-13; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-2pm, closed Tue)


There’s a definite chicken theme at this casual, homey diner, where breakfast means cage-free eggs Benedict and scrambles, plus pancakes and French toast. Sandwiches, soups and salads for lunch, and homemade pie for dessert.







8Information

Chamber of Commerce ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-426-4622, 800-585-4121; www.wallowacountychamber.com; 309 S River St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-5pm Mon-Sat)




8Getting There & Away

NEO Transit ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-426-3840; www.neotransit.org; fare $1.50) has Monday-to-Saturday services from Enterprise to Joseph and Wallowa Lake (June to September). Year-round buses twice weekly link Joseph, Enterprise and La Grande.






Joseph

[image: icon-phonegif]%541 / POP 1100

If ever there was a trendy Eastern Oregon town, it’s Joseph. You can see its wealth right on the brick sidewalks, where well-groomed planter boxes and huge bronze statues sit proudly on downtown street corners. Many of the old storefronts are now glitzy boutiques, peddling everything from inexpensive souvenirs to huge, expensive bronzes. There seem to be more galleries than anything else, with Valley Bronze at the artistic heart of this old frontier town.


Even while Joseph feels more like Santa Fe than your typical backcountry Western town, it has just enough boots-and-jeans street life to keep it from seeming completely fake. And simply heading a few blocks out of downtown brings you back into beautiful countryside – just a mile south is Wallowa Lake. Joseph is also a good base for exploring the region’s many other recreational highlights; there’s even a tiny ski resort, Ferguson Ridge, about 8 miles away.


1Sights


Valley BronzeGALLERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-432-7445; www.valleybronze.com; 18 S Main St; adult/child $15/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]htours 11am)


Joseph is most noted for its cast-bronze sculpture, thanks in part to Valley Bronze, one of the nation’s largest foundries. It’s known for its fine-art bronze castings as well as more utilitarian (ish) projects like the bas-relief doors on a cathedral in Spokane.





Wallowa County MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-432-6095; www.co.wallowa.or.us; 110 S Main St; adult/child $4/2; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Memorial Day-late Sep)


The Wallowa County Museum, housed in an 1888 bank building, is notable for its displays on local pioneer and Nez Percé histories; check out the ‘ladies jail’ out the back.







zFestivals & Events


Chief Joseph DaysCULTURAL

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-432-1015; www.chiefjosephdays.com; per day $15-20; [image: icon-hoursgif]hlate Jul)


Chief Joseph Days, held over four days, features a rodeo, parades, Native American dancing and cowboy breakfasts.







4Sleeping


Indian Lodge MotelMOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-432-2651; www.indianlodgemotel.com; 201 S Main St; d $112-122; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


This is Joseph’s only motel, with 16 neat plain rooms and a great downtown location – and a sort of endearing reliance on the fact that it was built by the actor Walter Brennan (To Have and Have Not, plus zillions of other movies).





Mountain View Motel & RV ParkMOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-432-2982, 866-262-9891; www.mtviewmotel-rvpark.com; 83450 Joseph Hwy; tent/RV sites $30/40, r $85-100, cabins $120; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Located a mile from Joseph, on the way to Enterprise, is this fine, friendly spot with nine great rooms (that sleep up to five), a few with kitchens and all with back decks boasting Wallowa views. Nice campsites and RV hookups too.





[image: icon-top-choice]oBronze Antler B&BB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-432-0230, 866-520-9769; www.bronzeantler.com; 309 S Main St; d $145-267; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


This restored arts-and-crafts home offers three elegant rooms, each with private bathroom, plus one luxurious suite with steam shower and jets in the tub. There’s also a bocce court in the yard, and your friendly hosts know the area well. A cat roams the premises.







5Eating


Old Town CafeBREAKFAST$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-432-9898; www.oldtowncafejoseph.com; 8 S Main St; mains $5.50-10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-2pm)


This cute-as-a-button, locally loved breakfast spot whips up good biscuits and gravy, veggie scrambles, homemade granola, giant cinnamon rolls and much more. Everything is available in half orders if you’re having a hard time keeping up with massive American portions. Lunch is soups, salads and sandwiches.





Embers BrewhousePUB FOOD$$

(www.embersbrewhouse.com; 206 N Main St; mains $10-24; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm Mon-Sat, noon-8pm Sun)


Pizza, sandwiches, salads and microbrews all go down easy in this relaxed pub. On summer evenings the place to be is on the front deck, with people-watching opportunities and views of the Wallowas.







6Drinking & Nightlife


Red Horse Coffee TradersCAFE

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-432-3784; www.redhorsecoffeetraders.com; 306 N Main St; mains $7-13; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-3pm Thu-Sun)


Organic beans are roasted on-site at this small coffeehouse. There are also smoothies, exotic teas and light meals from wraps to soup. Nice outside seating near a stream.





Stein DistilleryDISTILLERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-432-2009; www.steindistillery.com; 604 N Main St; tasting flights $12; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-5pm, closed Sun)


If you like whiskey, vodka or rum, check out the beautiful tasting room here.







8Information

Wallowa Mountains Office ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-426-4978; www.fs.usda.gov; 201 E Second St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-4:30pm Mon-Fri) Sells passes and has maps and information on Hells Canyon, the Eagle Cap Wilderness and the Wallowas.




8Getting There & Away

NEO Transit has Monday to Saturday services from Enterprise to Joseph and Wallowa Lake (June to September). Year-round buses twice weekly link Joseph, Enterprise and La Grande.


WORTH A TRIP

JOSEPH TO HALFWAY – OR BUST

From Joseph, paved USFS Rd 39 skirts the eastern Wallowas and heads south to Hwy 86, just east of Halfway. Part of the Hells Canyon Scenic Byway, this drive links the northern and southern halves of the Wallowas. It also provides access to Hells Canyon Overlook, 3 miles off USFS Rd 39 on USFS Rd 3965, the only canyon viewpoint you can drive to over a paved surface.

It’s 73 miles between Joseph and Halfway along this route. USFS Rd 39 is usually closed November through May (dependent on the weather; it’s groomed for snowmobiles and cross-country skiing). There are trailheads and campsites along the way, but no gas stations or other services.








Wallowa Lake

[image: icon-phonegif]%541

Located 6 miles from Joseph, Wallowa Lake was formed when glaciers plowed down out of the Wallowas, pushing huge piles of displaced rock. These rock moraines eventually stopped the progress of the glacier, which melted, creating a lake basin. Today the lake is surrounded by dramatic peaks, including the 9617ft Chief Joseph Mountain. Speaking of Chief Joseph, his gravesite is near the north shore of Wallowa Lake, less than a mile south of Joseph and right on the highway.


1Sights & Activities


Wallowa Lake State ParkPARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-551-6949; www.oregonstateparks.org; 72214 Marina Lane)


Pretty Wallowa Lake State Park is the center of activities at the lake’s south end. A swimming beach and a boat launch bustle madly in summer, and you can rent a variety of boats at the marina here, along with fishing gear. The best hiking is from the end of Wallowa Lake Rd.





Wallowa Lake TramwayRAIL

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-432-5331; www.wallowalaketramway.com; 59919 Wallowa Lake Hwy; adult/child $35/25; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm late May-Sep)


The tramway leaves from Wallowa Lake and climbs 3700ft to the top of 8150ft Mt Howard. The 15-minute ride is thrilling enough, but the real rewards are the easy alpine hikes around Mt Howard’s summit, with views onto Hells Canyon, the Wallowas and Idaho’s Seven Devils. A restaurant serves food at the summit.







4Sleeping & Eating


Wallowa Lake State ParkCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-432-4185, 800-551-6949; www.oregonstateparks.org; 72214 Marina Lane; tent/RV sites $20/32, yurts $45; [image: icon-petgif]#)


This popular lakeside state park offers more than 200 campsites, along with two yurts. Flush toilets, showers and firewood are available.





Flying Arrow ResortCABIN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-432-2951; www.flyingarrowresort.com; 59782 Wallowa Lake Hwy; cabins $89-220; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


This friendly resort boasts 37 spacious cabins of all sizes, each with its own kitchen and many with a deck overlooking the Wallowa River. Bigger lodges that sleep 14 to 19 people are available, too ($360).





Wallowa Lake LodgeLODGE$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-432-9821; www.wallowalake.com; 60060 Wallowa Lake Hwy; d $145-295, cabins $149-265; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W)


This 1923 lodge, on the shores of the lake, has both charming lodge rooms and rustic but comfortable lakeside cabins. Two-bedroom units are available. There’s a great stone fireplace in the lobby, and a restaurant on the premises. No TVs or telephones.





[image: icon-top-choice]oVali’s Alpine RestaurantHUNGARIAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-432-5691; www.valisrestaurant.com; 59811 Wallowa Lake Hwy; mains $16-28; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5pm & 7pm seatings Wed-Sun Memorial Day-Labor Day)


Hungarian specialties such as cabbage rolls, chicken paprika, beef kabobs and schnitzel are all excellent here; there’s a set menu item each night (a mix of options on Fridays). Do not miss dessert. Credit cards are not accepted.









Hells Canyon

[image: icon-phonegif]%541

Over its 13-million-year life span, Snake River, which neatly straddles the border between Oregon and Idaho, has carved out the deepest river gorge in North America – yes, at 8000ft from highest peak to river, it’s deeper even than the Grand Canyon (though not nearly as dramatic). Originating in Yellowstone National Park and ending at the Columbia River near Pasco, WA, the river runs more than 1000 miles in total.


The prehistoric people who dwelt along Hells Canyon left pictographs, petroglyphs and pit dwellings. The Shoshone and Nez Percé tribes battled for dominance along this stretch of the Snake, with the Nez Percé winning out. Relics of the mining era, from the 1860s to the 1920s, are also found throughout the canyon, and tumbledown shacks remain from the unlikely settlement attempts of turn-of-the-century homesteaders.


1Sights


Hells Canyon DamCANYON

Hells Canyon’s most spectacular scenery is perhaps along Snake River, following 25 miles of paved road (Idaho’s Rte 454) toward Hells Canyon Dam; here dramatic canyon walls loom almost vertically. The road goes along the Idaho border but is accessed via the southern end of the Wallowa Mountain Loop, near Oxbow. Just past the dam the road ends at the Hells Canyon Visitors Center and boat launch.




Imnaha River ValleyAREA

Just west of Hells Canyon, the Imnaha River digs a parallel canyon that offers pastoral scenery in addition to astounding cliff faces.

The gravel Imnaha River Rd follows this narrow valley between Imnaha and the junction of USFS Rd 39 for about 40 miles.




Hat PointVIEWPOINT

(www.fs.usda.gov; USFS Rd 4240; [image: icon-hoursgif]hJun-Oct)


High above Snake River, the Hat Point fire lookout tower (elevation 6982ft) offers great views. On each side of the canyon, mountains soar toward 10,000ft, with the Seven Devils on the Idaho side and the towering Wallowas on the Oregon side.







TTours


Hells Canyon AdventuresADVENTURE

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-422-3568; www.hellscanyonadventures.com; 4200 Hells Canyon Dam Rd; jet-boat tours adult/child from $100/70; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMay-Sep)


This pioneering outfit runs popular rafting trips and jet-boat tours (reservations required).







4Sleeping & Eating


OllokotCAMPGROUND$

(www.fs.usda.gov; USFS Rd 39; sites $8; [image: icon-hoursgif]hJun-Sep)


One of two campgrounds at the southern end of the canyon, right on USFS Rd 39, midway between Halfway and Joseph.





Hells Canyon B&BB&B$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-785-3373; www.hcbb.us; 49922 Homestead Rd; s/d/tr $80/98/109; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Simple but great-value B&B in the Oxbow area, with low-slung simple rooms and an awesome deck.





Hells Canyon ParkCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-422-3143; www.sunrisereservations.com; tent/RV sites $20/26)


Pretty campsites on the Idaho side of Snake River, with picnic tables, firepits and a boat ramp.





Imnaha River InnINN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-577-6002; www.imnahariverinn.com; 73946 Rimrock Rd; s/d without bath from $75/135)


Beautiful inn 5 miles north of Imnaha, with individually decorated cabin-like rooms, a games room with pool table, and lunch or dinner available (added fee). Two-night minimum stay. Bathrooms are shared but each room has its own sink.





Imnaha Store & TavernPUB FOOD$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-577-3111; 102 Hat Point Rd; mains $7-18; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-9pm)


This store, restaurant and tavern is pretty much Imnaha’s only option. It stocks minimal supplies but has a reliable bar menu and offers tent sites ($6).







8Information

Hells Canyon Visitors Center (www.fs.usda.gov; Hells Canyon Rd, Hells Canyon Dam; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-4pm May-Oct) Located at the end of Hells Canyon Rd, just below Hells Canyon Dam and 23 miles north of Copperfield.






Halfway

[image: icon-phonegif]%541 / POP 290

An idyllic little town, Halfway lies on the southern edge of the Wallowa Mountains and is surrounded by beautiful meadows dotted with old barns and hay fields. It’s a friendly spot with just enough tourist services to make it a decent base to explore the Hells Canyon Dam area. The Pine Ranger Station ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-742-7511; 38470 Pine Town Lane; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7:45am-4:30pm Mon-Fri) is 1 mile south of Halfway and acts as the region’s tourist information center.


1Sights


Pine Valley MuseumMUSEUM

(115 E Record St; admission by donation; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Fri, Sat & Sun Memorial Day-Labor Day)


The Pine Valley Museum is located right in the middle of town and has a few of the region’s old photos and relics (check out the albino porcupine). If it’s closed, ask around town for someone who might have the key.








4Sleeping


Main Place Hotel, Cafe & GrillHOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-742-6246; www.pvlodge.com; 134 N Main St; r $45-65, apt $250; [image: icon-hoursgif]hrestaurant 7am-10pm Tue-Sat)


This big, central building holds around a dozen plain, small hotel rooms, and a two bedroom, two-bath apartment for rent on the top floor. Downstairs you’ll find a home-style cafe and old-fashioned bar. Nothing is particularly noteworthy except that it’s all clean, friendly and provides much needed services to this wee town.





Halfway MotelMOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-742-5722; www.halfwaymotel-rvpark.com; 170 S Main St; RV sites $27, d from $67; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Both old and new rooms are available at this reasonable motel. Go for the newer ones on the 2nd floor (facing the back) to enjoy peaceful meadow views. The themed older rooms are smaller and cheaper, but still comfortable. RV hookups are available.





[image: icon-top-choice]oPine Valley LodgeLODGE$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-742-2027; www.pvlodge.com; 163 N Main St; r $80-150; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Halfway’s fanciest accommodations, with 14 artistic and very comfortable rooms in four buildings, all surrounded by flowery gardens. There’s a great porch with wicker rocking chairs, and tiny rooms that can be added to regular doubles (from $20); one cabin is also available. Some rooms have kitchenette; breakfast included.





Inn at Clear Creek FarmB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-742-2238; www.clearcreekinn.com; 48212 Clear Creek Rd; r $95-150; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


This gorgeous inn, 4 miles northwest of Halfway, is also a working cattle ranch. It offers six elegant rooms, including a family suite; meals (except for the included breakfast) are extra. No shoes are allowed inside, so bring your slippers!







8Getting There & Away

You’ll need a car to reach Halfway, which lies 55 miles east of Baker City along Hwy 86.






Baker City

[image: icon-phonegif]%541 / POP 9780

Baker City is starting to reclaim its former glory. Back in the old days, the town was the largest metropolis between Salt Lake City and Portland. The 1860s gold rush enriched its coffers while making it party central for the region – it was a heady mix of miners, cowboys, shopkeepers and loggers.

The good old times may be long gone, but the city’s wide downtown streets and historical architecture are starting to fill again with hip shops, good restaurants and, this time around, respectful drinking establishments. There are still dusty shopfronts that look like leftovers from the 1950s, but things are definitely getting shaken up here.

Good skiing in winter and fishing, hiking and boating in summer – with the Eagle Cap Wilderness and Wallowa Mountains not too far away – are drawing in a young, active crowd looking for the next Bend. They may just have found the place.


1Sights


[image: icon-top-choice]oNational Historic Oregon Trail Interpretive CenterMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-523-1843; www.blm.gov/learn/interpretive-centers/national-historic-oregon-trail-interpretive-center; 22267 Hwy 86; adult/child $8/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm Apr-Oct, to 4pm Thu-Sun Nov-Mar)


This interpretive center is the nation’s foremost memorial to the pioneers who crossed the West along the Oregon Trail. Lying atop a hill 7 miles east of Baker City, it contains interactive displays, artifacts and films that stress the day-to-day realities faced by the pioneers. Outside you can stroll along the 4.2-mile interpretive path system and spot the actual Oregon Trail.





Baker Heritage MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-523-9308; www.bakerheritagemuseum.com; 2480 Grove St; adult/child $6/5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-4pm)


Housed in a 1920 natatorium (indoor swimming pool) is the very worthwhile Baker Heritage Museum. On display are machinery and antiques from Baker City’s frontier days, along with a notable collection of semiprecious stones, fossils and petrified wood. Don’t miss the fluorescent rock room and 950lb crystal.





US BankNOTABLE BUILDING

(2000 Main St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm Mon-Fri, 10am-2pm Sat)


To ogle the 80.33oz solid-gold Armstrong Nugget, found in the area in 1913, visit the US Bank during regular banking hours.







2Activities


Anthony LakesHIKING

(North Powder)


About 30 miles northwest of Baker City, this area offers great scenery, along with camping and fishing. Several hiking trails lead to other small lakes, including a short but steep climb up Parker Creek to Hoffer Lakes (1 mile one way). Another short hike goes from Elkhorn Crest Trail up to Black Lake (1 mile one way).





Anthony Lakes Mountain ResortSKIING

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-856-3277; www.anthonylakes.com; 47500 Anthony Lakes Hwy, North Powder; adult/child $40/21)


In winter, ski heads should beeline to Anthony Lakes Mountain Resort, 30 miles from Baker City, which offers dry, fluffy powder and the highest base elevation in Oregon (7100ft). The resort also maintains nearly 20 miles of cross-country trails.





WORTH A TRIP

BLUE MOUNTAINS

Rising to the west from ranch land near Baker City, the Blue Mountains were responsible for the 1860s gold strikes that established towns such as Sumpter, Granite and Baker City. Ghost-town enthusiasts will find the Blue Mountains dotted with old mining camps, but there are also high mountain lakes, river canyons and hiking trails. And if you’re crazy about trains, don’t miss the narrow-gauge Sumpter Valley Railroad ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-523-1235; www.sumptervalleyrailroad.org; 211 Austin St, Sumpter; return adult/child $24/14; [image: icon-hoursgif]hSat & Sun late May-Aug). The railroad is open for train rides (two hours round-trip); see the website for details, as schedules vary.

A good way to explore the Blue Mountains is via the Elkhorn Drive Scenic Byway, which circles Elkhorn Ridge. It takes all day to properly explore this 106-mile loop, which includes Baker City, Phillips Reservoir, Sumpter, Granite and Haines; it also skirts the Anthony Lakes area, where there’s camping, fishing and hiking. Part of the loop (between Granite and Anthony Lakes) is often closed from late October to mid-June, so call or visit the Ranger District office in Baker City for road conditions.






4Sleeping


A Beaten Path B&BB&B$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-523-9230; www.abeatenpathbb.com; 2510 Court Ave; d from $98; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Located in a residential district, this friendly B&B is in an 1888 historical home. Two large, comfortable Victorian-style rooms are available, but only one is rented at a time since there’s one bathroom (unless you’re willing to share it). Gourmet breakfast.





Bridge St InnMOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-932-9220, 541-523-6571; www.bridgestreetinn.org; 134 Bridge St; d from $54; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


The motel rooms here are decent and though their layout is a bit eccentric, the Nitty Gritty Dirt Band once slept here and that’s worth something. Get a room facing the back for peace. Hot breakfast offered.





Anthony Lakes CampgroundCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-894-2393; www.anthonylakescampgrounds.com; 47500 Anthony Lakes Hwy; tent sites $10-14; [image: icon-hoursgif]hJul-Sep)


Though it’s 35 miles from town, this rustic but splendid campground is worth the drive (bring mosquito repellent!). It’s high up and opens only after the snow melts, so call first.





Geiser Grand HotelHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%888-434-7374, 541-523-1889; www.geisergrand.com; 1996 Main St; d $109-289, ste $149-339; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Baker City’s downtown landmark and fanciest lodging is this meticulously restored Italian Renaissance Revival building, designed by John Bennes, an architect with his fingerprints all over Oregon’s coolest buildings. The elegant rooms are spacious and decorated with old-style furniture, while the restaurant offers fine food and has a stunning stained-glass ceiling. There’s a great old saloon, too.







5Eating & Drinking


Lone Pine CafeBREAKFAST$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-523-1805; 1825 Main St; breakfasts $5.50-12; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-3pm)


Baker City’s best breakfast choice, come to this brick-interior, casual cafe for hearty egg and potato dishes plus a few extras like brioche French toast and huevos rancheros. It has tasty lunch offerings too with burgers and sandwiches. All of the bread is freshly made in-house.





[image: icon-top-choice]oLatitude 45 GrilleAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-406-4545; 1925 Washington Ave; mains $14-28; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4-9pm Tue-Sat)


Pasta and meat reign at this cozy little restaurant with simple, yet well-prepared dishes like lobster manicotti and a beautiful local rib-eye steak topped with herb and shallot butter. You can choose from three types of local beef for burgers – definitely a sign of being in ranch country! Don’t miss desserts, especially the key lime pie.





Corner Brick Bar & GrillAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-523-6099; www.cornerbrick1840.com; 1840 Main St; mains $8-15; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-8pm Mon-Thu, to 10pm Fri & Sat, shorter hours Oct-Mar)


Very nice atmospheric restaurant serving up sandwiches (try the jalapeño pesto), salads and wraps. There’s pasta with homemade sauces for dinner, along with a few tasty mains and a two-for-$25 steak special.





Barley Brown’s BrewpubPUB FOOD$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-523-4266; www.barleybrowns.com; 2190 Main St; mains $18-28; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4-10pm Mon-Sat)


Baker City’s beloved microbrew has a comfortable yet lively atmosphere and boasts tin ceilings and plenty of wooden booths. The regular pub menu features more than just pub food – think Kobe burgers, eggplant Parmesan, jalapeño chicken pasta. Wash it all down with one of the tasty brews on tap – the beers here are an Eastern Oregon favorite.





Glacier 45 DistilleryDISTILLERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-519-0081; www.glacier45.com; 1901 Main St; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-6pm Mon-Fri, 11am-2pm Sat)


A spiffy, modern tasting room and distillery offering bourbon whiskey, gin and a handful of vodkas.







8Information

Visitors Bureau ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-523-5855; www.visitbaker.com; 490 Campbell St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-5pm Tue-Sat)

Wallowa-Whitman National Forest Headquarters ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-523-6391; www.fs.usda.gov; 1550 Dewey Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7:45am-4:30pm Mon-Fri) For area camping and hiking information.




8Getting There & Away

Public transportation is sparse so most people drive to Baker City. Baker Truck Corral ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-231-2222; 515 Campbell St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-3pm Mon-Fri) is the Greyhound bus stop with daily east- and westbound services including Portland (one way $30, 6½ hours) and Ontario (one way $29, 1½ hours).




WORTH A TRIP

STRAWBERRY MOUNTAIN WILDERNESS

Named for the wild strawberries that thrive on its mountain slopes, the Strawberry Mountain Wilderness (www.fs.usda.gov) is covered with ponderosa and lodgepole pines growing on glacier-chiseled volcanic peaks that are 15 million years old. A popular and rewarding 2.8-mile round-trip hike winds up a steep valley to Strawberry Lake. About 1 mile past the lake is Strawberry Falls. To reach the trailhead, follow the signs 11 miles south from Prairie City.






John Day

[image: icon-phonegif]%541 / POP 1670

Near the middle of Eastern Oregon, this unpretentious, one-stoplight town is strung along a narrow passage of the John Day River Valley. It’s a utilitarian but decent enough place to base yourself while exploring the scenic region, and it hosts a few interesting museums as well.


1Sights


Kam Wah Chung State Heritage SiteHISTORIC SITE

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-575-2800; www.oregonstateparks.org; 125 NW Canton St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-noon & 1-5pm May-Oct, limited hours rest of year) [image: icon-free]F


Don’t miss this site, located in an 1865 building that served primarily as an apothecary for the noted Chinese herbalist and doctor Ing Hay. It was also a community center, temple, general store and opium den for the Chinese population that reworked the area’s mine tailings. Visits are by 45-minute guided tour only; tours start on the hour in the nearby interpretive center.





Grant County Historical MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-575-0362; 101 S Canyon City Blvd, Canyon City; adult/child $4/2; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-4:30pm Mon-Sat mid-May–Sep)


Located 2 miles south of downtown John Day, in the center of tiny Canyon City, this interesting museum houses gold-rush memorabilia, lots of polished agates and some stuffed two-headed calves. Outside is frontier poet Joaquin Miller’s cabin.





Grant County Ranch & Rodeo MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-575-5545; 241 E Main St; adult/child $3/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Thu-Sat May-Sep)


Rodeo lovers should visit this small museum, which showcases fine saddles and lots of rodeo photos. The friendly guys there really know the local rodeo and ranch scene. Call for out-of-hours visits.







4Sleeping


Dreamers LodgeMOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-654-2849; www.dreamerslodge.com; 144 N Canyon Blvd; r $59-95, ste from $109; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


One of John Day’s better-value places, this decent motel offers good-sized rooms with nice touches – comfy old armchairs, in-room coffee, mini fridge and microwave – and it’s off the main drag. Rates plunge if there are lots of vacancies.





Clyde Holliday State ParkCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-932-4453, 800-551-6949; www.oregonstateparks.org; Hwy 26, Mile 155, Mt Vernon; hiker/biker sites $5, tent & RV sites $26, tipis $46; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMar-Nov; [image: icon-petgif]#)


Six miles west of John Day, this pleasant, shady campground (with tipis) lies next to the John Day River. It’s close to the road but well sheltered.





[image: icon-top-choice]oHotel PrairieHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-820-4800; www.hotelprairie.com; 112 Front St, Prairie City; d $97-159; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-petgif]#)


Actually located in Prairie City, 13 miles east of John Day, and a much cuter town, this historic 1905 hotel with nine suites (one with kitchenette) caters especially to bicyclists. There’s a subdued, classy atmosphere – rooms are simple and not at all fancy, but comfortable; out back is a nice modern patio for hanging out. Cafe on premises, and breakfast included.





Retreat & Links at Silvies Valley RanchRANCH$$$

(www.silvies.us; 10000 Rendezvous Lane, Seneca; r from $400, cabins $350-950; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


This massive, working cattle and goat ranch encompasses 140,000 acres of land that includes a golf course, a woodsy resort, a spa and an upscale cowboy restaurant. It’s attracted mostly golfers till recently, but there are so many other activities on offer (shooting, hiking, baby goat experiences and more) that it’s beginning to attract non-golfers, especially when the links are closed from late fall through spring.







5Eating & Drinking


OutpostAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-575-0250; www.outpostpizzapubgrill.com; 201 W Main St; breakfast $8-12, dinner mains $14-21; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5:30am-9pm Mon-Sat, to 8pm Sun)


Expect enormous portions of down-home American comfort food at this Western-style joint: biscuits and gravy on two giant platters, huge omelets, skillet breakfasts with their own gravitational pull – plus salads, sandwiches, pizzas, burgers, steaks and pasta, and homemade cinnamon rolls for breakfast. There’s a good atmosphere, friendly service and upscale rustic decor.





[image: icon-top-choice]oSnaffle BitAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-575-2426; 830 S Canyon City Blvd; steaks $14-38, mains $12-23; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4-9pm Tue, 11am-9pm Wed & Thu, 11am-close Fri & Sat)


Some of the county’s best steaks are at this no-nonsense, friendly restaurant with a nice fountain patio. Also on the menu are salads, pasta, hamburgers and Mexican specialties. Large portions. Reservations are a good idea.





1188 Brewing CompanyBREWERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-575-1188; www.1188brewing.com; 141 E Main St; pints from $5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm Mon-Sat)


This small, family-run brewery also has a good food menu (mains $7 to $14) and several guest taps from breweries around the state. The name comes from the owners’ father’s snowmobile racing numbers: 11 and 88.







8Information

Chamber of Commerce ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-575-0547; www.gcoregonlive.com; 301 W Main St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-noon & 1-4pm Mon-Fri)

Malheur National Forest Ranger Station ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-575-3000; www.fs.fed.us/r6/malheur; 431 Patterson Bridge Rd; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-4:30pm Mon-Fri)

Prairie City Ranger District ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-820-3800; 327 SW Front St, Prairie City; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-4:30pm Mon-Fri)




8Getting There & Away

People Mover Bus ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-575-2370; www.grantcountypeoplemover.com; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-5pm Mon-Fri, 9am-4pm Sat) has twice-monthly services to Prairie City (one way $3.50, 25 minutes) and Baker City (one way $13, 2½ hours) and regular services to Bend (one way $21, 4½ hours) on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.




RAFTING THE JOHN DAY

From Clarno Bridge (on Hwy 218) to Cottonwood Bridge (on Hwy 206), a distance of 70 miles, the John Day River cuts a deep canyon through basaltic lava flows on its way to the Columbia River. No public roads reach the canyon here; along the river are the remains of homesteads, Native American petroglyphs and pristine wildlife habitats.

Plan to float the John Day in spring or early summer, when the toughest rapids are class III or IV, depending on the water levels. Most trips take four days and some rafters float the John Day on their own (permit required). Shuttle service and raft rentals are available from Service Creek Stage Stop.

For specific advice, contact the Prineville BLM office ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-416-6700; www.blm.gov; 3050 NE 3rd St, Prineville; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-4:30pm Mon-Fri) and see www.blm.gov/or/resources/recreation/johnday. Among the companies that run trips are Oregon Whitewater Adventures and Ouzel Outfitters ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-788-7238; www.oregonrafting.com; rafts per day/week from $100/550).






John Day Fossil Beds National Monument

Within the soft rocks and crumbly soils of John Day country lies one of the world’s greatest fossil collections. The national monument includes 22 sq miles at three units: Sheep Rock Unit, Painted Hills Unit and Clarno Unit. Each is wildly different from the others and has hiking trails and interpretive displays.

To visit all of the units in one day requires quite a bit of driving, as more than 100 slow miles of curving roads separate the fossil beds – it’s best to take it easy and spend the night somewhere: we recommend Mitchell, Dayville or John Day.

Note that this is a national monument, and no fossil, rock or plant collecting is allowed. Also note that it gets very hot in July and August and there’s little shade.


1Sights


[image: icon-top-choice]oPainted Hills UnitNATURAL FEATURE

(www.nps.gov/joda; Burnt Ranch Rd) [image: icon-free]F


Because no cap rock protects them, the Painted Hills have eroded into low-slung, colorfully banded hills that were originally formed about 30 million years ago. A series of eruptions drifted into beds hundreds of feet deep, layering the brick-red, yellow, black, beige and ocher-hued ash that you now see. It’s a fabulous, uncommon sight, best viewed just before sunset. The Painted Hills Unit is 9 miles north of Mitchell, off Hwy 26.





[image: icon-top-choice]oThomas Condon Paleontology CenterMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-987-2333; www.nps.gov/joda; 32651 Hwy 19, Kimberly; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm daily Mar-May & Sep-Oct, 10am-5pm Tue-Sat Nov-Feb) [image: icon-free]F


This excellent paleontology center is 2 miles north of Hwy 26 at Sheep Rock Unit. The well-presented displays include a three-toed horse and petrified dung-beetle balls, along with many other fossils, geologic-history exhibits, and vivid murals illustrating plant and animal life during various periods. There’s a lab with a large window where you can watch researchers cleaning up discoveries, and an 18-minute film summarizing the area’s paleo-history.





Sheep Rock UnitNATURAL FEATURE

(www.nps.gov/joda; Hwy 19) [image: icon-free]F


Featuring the most walks and hikes of the three John Day fossil-bed units, Sheep Rock is also closest to the paleontology center. Above loom majestic, layered mountains tilted and eroding into spectacular blue-green formations that date back 28 million years. Fossils are continually being exposed here. The Sheep Rock Unit is between Dayville and Kimberly on Hwy 19.





Cant Ranch HouseHISTORIC SITE

(www.nps.gov/joda; [image: icon-hoursgif]hsummer only) [image: icon-free]F


The Cant Ranch House is near the paleontology center. Once upon a time a mail-order house built by a Scottish immigrant family, it offers a peek into settlers’ early lives – it was something of a hub for the community in the 1910s until the mid-1920s. There are picnic grounds and a riverside trail that are lovely to visit even if the house is closed.





Clarno UnitNATURAL FEATURE

(www.nps.gov/joda; Hwy 218) [image: icon-free]F


The oldest, most remote fossil beds are in magnificent palisade formations at the base of the John Day River’s canyon. There are three, quarter- to half-mile (round-trip) interpretive trails, including one that passes through large boulders containing the fossils of an ancient forest and another that leads to an arch and some petrified logs. All trails lead from the base of the palisades. The Clarno Unit is 20 miles west of Fossil on Hwy 218.





WORTH A TRIP

FOSSIL

Close to the Clarno Unit of the John Day Fossil Beds National Monument is this small, nondescript town, popular with motorcyclists because of the awesome roads that lead to it. Fun fact: not only does Fossil have an interesting name, it’s located at the 45th parallel, which means that it’s halfway between the equator and the North Pole.

If you have a few hours to spare, hunt for fossils behind Wheeler High School ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-763-4303; 404 Main St; per person $5; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMay-Oct). It’s self-serve, with buckets and tools provided; there’s a caretaker on weekends. The Fossil Museum ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-763-2113; 1st St; admission by donation; [image: icon-hoursgif]h1-4pm Wed-Mon May-Oct) is another attraction, with interesting local relics.

Need a bed for the night? Check into the Fossil Motel & RV Park ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-763-4075; 105 1st St; d from $60, RV sites $30; [image: icon-petgif]#), which has a handful of homey and outdated but good-sized rooms or go more upscale and Western at Wilson Ranches Retreat B&B ([image: icon-phonegif]%866-763-2227; www.wilsonranchesretreat.com; 16555 Butte Creek Rd; d $119-159; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W).






4Sleeping


[image: icon-top-choice]oSpoke’n HostelHOSTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-462-3333; www.spokenhostel.org; Hwy 26, Mile Post 66, Mitchell; donation)


Geared to cyclists, this beautiful hostel is located in a historic church right at the edge of Mitchell. Big, solid dorm bunks are handmade from local wood, there’s a big common area downstairs plus a well-equipped kitchen and common bathroom. Out back there’s a firepit and hammocks by a little stream. Stays are donation based, so please offer generously for a sleep at this gem.





Service Creek Stage Stop LodgeGUESTHOUSE$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-468-3331; www.servicecreek.com; 38686 Hwy 19; r $92-128, tents $29; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Twenty miles southeast of Fossil, this fine lodge has six awesome, comfortable rooms (some share bathrooms) with a common living room. There’s also a restaurant (breakfast, lunch plus nightly dinner specials like prime rib), small store and rafting services (rafting per day $95 to $135). Room rates include breakfast; reception is at the restaurant.





Fish House InnINN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-987-2124; www.fishhouseinn.com; 110 Franklin St, Dayville; tent/RV sites $20/35, d $65-85, glamping tent $55; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Five nice rooms (two with shared bathroom) are available right off the highway at this inn in adorable, tiny Dayville, less than 10 miles southeast of the Sheep Rock Unit. There’s also a pleasant area for tents and RVs. Three-bedroom house available ($130).





Bear HollowCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-763-2010; bsnowpotter@co.wheeler.or.us; Hwy 19; sites 1st night $20, extra nights $15)


Lovely first-come, first-served sites with potable water, picnic tables and firepits but little else besides lots of ponderosa pines. It’s about 10 miles southeast of Fossil.





Shelton WaysideCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-763-2010; bsnowpotter@co.wheeler.or.us; 42853 Hwy 19, Fossil; sites 1st night $20, extra nights $15; [image: icon-hoursgif]hmid-Apr–Nov)


Forested 34-site campground with firepits, bathrooms and picnic tables, along Service Creek, near the town of Fossil. No reservations.





Historic Oregon HotelHOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-462-3027; www.theoregonhotel.net; 104 E Main St, Mitchell; d with/without bath from $65/55; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


This creaky, old-fashioned but cute hotel is in the friendly little town of Mitchell, about 10 miles southeast of the fossil beds’ Painted Hills Unit. The good-sized rooms are individually decorated, themed from grandma’s floral to cowboy. Most have shared bathrooms and the three private bathroom rooms have bathtubs but no shower. It was for sale when we passed, so changes are surely afoot.







5Eating


[image: icon-top-choice]oTiger Town BrewingCHICKEN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-462-3663; www.tigertownbrewing.com; 108 Main St, Mitchell; 6-/10-piece wings $6/9, beer $5; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-8pm Wed-Sat, 9am-5pm Sun)


‘Tiger Town’ was the nickname for modern-day Mitchell’s Main St, a lively stretch that was frowned upon by those on Piety Hill (where the churches are). This namesake brewery is in a hip, black-interior brewpub with some outdoor seating, although the outrageous smoked chicken wings (and much more) are prepared in the adjacent food cart. There’s great beer too, with six house brews on tap.





Sidewalk Cafe & MoreDINER$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-462-3800; 204 W Main St, Mitchell; mains $8-14; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-3pm Thu-Mon)


Cute and friendly country diner that serves the best breakfasts in town, plus burgers and other specialties like baked potatoes with tons of toppings at lunch. The milkshakes have a dedicated local following. Ingredients are fresh and portions are huge.









Ontario

[image: icon-phonegif]%541 / POP 11,010

Oregon’s most easterly city, Ontario and its environs are often considered an extension of Idaho’s fertile Snake River valley. The Malheur, Payette and Owyhee Rivers join the Snake’s wide valley here, with irrigated farms producing a variety of crops despite the arid climate. Onions, sugar beets, apples, corn and other agricultural bounty are the region’s economic backbone. The city itself is a bit homely, but its history is illuminating – be sure to visit the Four Rivers Cultural Center before you move along to somewhere more exciting.

Note that Ontario shares the same time zone, Mountain Standard Time, with Idaho – it’s one hour ahead of Pacific Standard Time.



1Sights


Four Rivers Cultural CenterMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-889-8191; www.4rcc.com; 676 SW 5th Ave; adult/child $4/3; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Mon-Sat)


Depending on your perspective, this museum is either a testament to the indomitable human spirit or a heartbreaking cascade of people’s inhumanity. A short film introduces the exhibits, which trace the intertwined histories of the diverse groups of people who have made the area what it is: Paiute Native Americans, Basque sheep-herders, miners, white settlers, and Japanese American and Mexican American farm workers.







4Sleeping


Farewell Bend State Recreation AreaCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-869-2365; www.oregonstateparks.org; I-84 exit 353; tent/RV sites $18/24, cabins $43; [image: icon-petgif]#)


This large oasis at the Snake River’s Brownlee Reservoir is a good camping spot relatively close to Ontario (25 miles northwest of town).







5Eating & Drinking


Ogawa’sFUSION$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-889-2725; www.ogawasrestaurant.com; 375 E Idaho Ave; mains $9-20, sushi $6-13; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-8pm Mon-Fri, noon-9pm Sat)


Subtitled ‘wicked sushi, burgers and bowls,’ this busy place is half scruffy dining room, half lounge. Try a yakisoba bowl (chicken, beef, seafood etc) or a gourmet burger. There are also bento boxes, nigiri and sushi rolls. The mafa chicken (basically tempura chicken fingers, served over rice or noodles with steamed vegetables) is locally recommended.





Jolts & JuiceCAFE

(cnr SW 3rd Ave & S Oregon St; snacks $3-8, drinks $1.50-3.50; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5am-9pm)


Ontario’s best coffee shop, with lots of character and pleasant sidewalk seating in warm weather, fills up at lunchtime with locals chatting over huge salads. Don’t miss the Golden Plunger framed in the restroom.







8Information

Chamber of Commerce ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-889-8012; www.ontariochamber.com; 251 SW 9th St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Mon-Fri) For tourist information, visit the Chamber of Commerce; it’s near the Four Rivers Cultural Center in a strip mall.




8Getting There & Away

Greyhound ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-823-2567; 842 SE 1st Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-5pm) buses leave from the Malheur Council on Aging building, with east- and westbound services daily including to Portland (one way $66, eight hours) and Boise, Idaho (one way $28, 1¼ hours).




WORTH A TRIP

SUCCOR CREEK & LESLIE GULCH

It takes a little doing to get to the wildly eroded Owyhee River country, but sections of this 35-mile gravel drive (and its 14.5-mile side branch) are unforgettable. Running between Adrian (south of Ontario) and a junction with US 95, 18 miles north of Jordan Valley, this scenic route passes grand desert landscapes and spectacular rock peaks.

Take the gravel road 8 miles south of Adrian; the sign should say ‘Succor Creek State Park.’ You’ll drive through sagebrush and rolling hills for about 10 miles, then start descending. A couple of miles later are amazing vertical walls of volcanic tuff hundreds of feet high. The Succor Creek State Natural Area sits at the other end of the canyon, with free basic campsites (no water), wildlife-watching opportunities and stunning vistas.

The scenery is even more spectacular at Leslie Gulch, 26 miles further south on a 14.5-mile dead-end side branch off the main gravel road. A narrow creek channel goes through vividly colored volcanic rock eroded into amazing pinnacles and turreted formations, at last reaching Lake Owyhee Reservoir. There’s free primitive camping at Slocum Creek campground (covered picnic tables, firepits, gravel sites), which is open March to November. Watch for rattlesnakes.

Driving on gravel roads is slow going, so leave yourself plenty of time and take food, lots of water and a full tank of gas. Also note that it gets very hot here in summer and you’re unlikely to get cellphone service. For more information, contact the Vale BLM ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-473-3144; www.blm.gov/or/districts/vale; 100 Oregon St, Vale; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-4:30pm Mon-Fri).






Burns

[image: icon-phonegif]%541 / POP 2770

Named by a wistful early settler for Scottish poet Robert Burns, this isolated high-desert town was established in 1883 as the watering hole and social center for incoming settlers and roving cowhands.

Burns has had a rough go of it lately – the Harney County seat was ground zero for the media circus surrounding the January 2016 occupation of the Malheur National Wildlife Refuge by Ammon Bundy and his crew of armed anti-government followers. The grievances that surfaced during the occupation caused huge rifts in the community. Visitors may notice some lingering tension although many residents would rather the whole thing was forgotten.


Burns (don’t mistake it for Burns Junction – essentially just a highway junction southwest of Jordan Valley) has several hotels and gas stations, a supermarket and a few bars. It’s not much of a destination itself, but it is a convenient jumping-off point for trips south into the wildlife refuge and the Steens Mountain area.


1Sights


Crystal Crane Hot SpringsSPRING

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-493-2312; www.cranehotsprings.com; 59315 Hwy 78; day use per person $10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-9pm)


This rustic resort, 25 miles southeast of Burns and 3 miles northwest of Crane, is a little oasis and worth a stop. The springs flow into a large pond and are also piped into tubs in small private bathhouses ($7.50 per person per hour; reserve on weekends).





Harney County Historical MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-573-5618; www.hchistoricalsociety.com; 18 West D St; $4; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-4pm Tue-Sat Apr-Sep)


Lots of historical relics – from photos to coins to guns to a document sentencing a hanging – are on exhibit at this museum; if you’re a couple, the price of admission covers you both. If you’re here during the low season, call the museum and someone may be able to open it up for you.







4Sleeping


Crystal Crane Hot SpringsCABIN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-493-2312; www.cranehotsprings.com; 59315 Hwy 78; tent sites $30, RV sites $34-37, r $45-128, cabins $57-220; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


This very casual ‘resort’ is 25 miles from Burns, and is an oasis in the desert. Accommodations are rustic, with simple rooms or cabins, some with shared outside bathrooms. Rooms in a newer unit (doubles $128) are the most plush. Hot-spring and kitchen use is included, and there’s a common room. There’s also camping, or you can stay in a tipi with its own tub ($110).





Silver Spur MotelMOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-573-2077; www.silverspurmotel.net; 789 N Broadway Ave; r $50-74; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


A classic neon-signed budget motel, with simple but clean rooms, the Silver Spur has some fun retro-Western touches, including wall murals drawn eons ago by local high-school students in some of the rooms.





[image: icon-top-choice]oHistoric Central HotelBOUTIQUE HOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-413-0046; www.historiccentralhotel.com; 171 N Broadway Ave; r with/without bath $110/60, ste $125; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


This 1929 hotel was vacant for over 40 years, received a dreamy makeover and reopened in late 2018. Each room is unique and decorated with Prohibition-era paraphernalia and stylish touches. Beds are lush, there are great soaps and goodies even in the shared bathrooms, and you can chill in an indoor ‘saloon’ downstairs or on a convivial brick patio out back.







5Eating & Drinking


Broadway DeliCAFE$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-573-7020; 530 N Broadway Ave; sandwiches $6-11; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-4pm Mon-Fri, 11am-3pm Sat)


Fine sandwiches and salads are sold at this small, simple deli. Soups, smoothies and homemade pies and cakes are also available. The service is old-fashioned.





Bella Java & BistroCAFE

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-573-3077; 314A N Broadway Ave; mains $4-14; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7:30am-3pm Mon-Fri, 9am-2pm Sat)


Get your caffeine jolt at this pleasant coffee shop, decorated with tin ceilings and a couple of sofas. There’s espresso, chai, Italian sodas and fruit smoothies, as well as soups and sandwiches if you want something more substantial.





[image: icon-top-choice]oRhojo’sAMERICAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-573-7656; 83 W Washington St; lunch mains $6-13, dinner mains $12-28; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-2pm Mon-Fri, also 6-9pm Fri & Sat, 11:30am-2pm Sun)


Some of Eastern Oregon’s best food can be found at this cute little restaurant. Dishes change daily, but expect things like fresh pasta with sautéed shrimp and pine nuts, or grilled NY strip topped with Gorgonzola. The chicken or lamb gyro is a favorite for lunch. Note that opening hours and days may vary, and reservations are recommended for dinner.





Pine RoomSTEAK$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-573-6631; 543 W Monroe St; burgers $9-12, mains $12-28; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5pm-midnight Tue-Sat)


This old-fashioned, locals’ favorite steak-and-shrimp joint has big red booths in the dining room, and a long bar (and full menu) in the more casual lounge area (open from 4pm).








8Information

BLM Office ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-573-4400; www.blm.gov/or/districts/burns; 28910 US 20W, Hines; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-4:30pm Mon-Fri) For information on camping, recreation and wildlife on public lands.

Chamber of Commerce ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-573-2636; www.harneycounty.com; 484 N Broadway; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Mon-Fri) Visitor information.

Emigrant Creek Ranger District ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-573-4300; www.fs.usda.gov/malheur; 265 US 20S, Hines; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-noon & 12:30-4:30pm Mon-Fri) Malheur National Wildlife Refuge information.




8Getting There & Away

Eastern Point Shuttle ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-573-5500; www.oregon-point.com; 63 N Buena Vista Ave) runs out of Reid’s Country Store, with one daily service to Ontario ($33, two hours) and Bend ($33, two hours).






Malheur National Wildlife Refuge

South of Burns, covering 290 sq miles of lake, wetland and uplands, is this important breeding and resting refuge for birds traveling along the Pacific Flyway. Over 320 species can be observed here, including swans, loons, grebes, pelicans, herons, egrets, spoonbills, ibis, woodpeckers, flycatchers, warblers, finches and many raptors. It’s a veritable bird-watchers’ paradise. You’ll find all the help you need to start your bird nerd adventure at the Refuge Headquarters & Visitors Center.

Waterfowl migration at Malheur peaks in March, shorebirds arrive in April and songbirds wing in during May. During summer, waterfowl families skim across the ponds and lakes. In fall, birds come through on their way south. Mosquitoes are bad from June to August, so bring repellent.

There’s limited gas at the Narrows RV Park and in Frenchglen, but it’s best to fill up in Burns.


1Sights


Pete French Round BarnFARM

([image: icon-phonegif]%503-986-0707; www.oregonstateparks.org; Lava Bed Rd, Diamond) [image: icon-free]F


Built in the 1880s to help train draft animals, this historic round barn is worth a look – it’s exactly what it says it is, a big round barn – but the real story is the man who had it built. Pete French, Eastern Oregon’s ‘Cattle King,’ arrived here in 1872 and immediately claimed huge swaths of land in the area, often on dubious grounds.







4Sleeping


Hotel DiamondB&B$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-493-1898; www.historichoteldiamond.com; 49130 Main St; d with/without bath $119/94; [image: icon-hoursgif]hApr-Oct; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


This homey hotel, run by the same family for generations in the hamlet of Diamond (population four), is decorated with antiques and offers eight lovely rooms with quilt bedspreads. New and older rooms are available, and some share bathrooms. Breakfast is included, and dinner by reservation is available to guests and visitors alike.





Malheur Field StationHOSTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-493-2629; www.malheurfieldstation.org; 34848 Sodhouse Lane; RV sites $20, trailer d $70-90; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMay-Sep; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


About 4.5 miles west of the refuge headquarters, on a gravel side road, this collection of rustic buildings offers RV hookups, simple, dusty dormitories (groups only), scruffy kitchenette trailers and no-nonsense meals. Bring your own bedding, a towel, toiletries and flashlight – lights out at 10pm for stargazing! Reserve way ahead (especially for meals) as staffing is limited; educational courses and bird-guiding available.





Narrows RV ParkCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-495-2006; www.narrowsrvpark.com; 33468 Sodhouse Lane; tent sites $15, RV sites $26-32; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


At the junction of Hwy 205 and Sodhouse Lane, 28 miles south of Burns, this cheery but basic RV park offers campers a desert refuge. There’s a restaurant, ‘saloon,’ convenience store, espresso shop and year-round gas.







7Shopping


Visitors Center & Gift ShopGIFTS & SOUVENIRS

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-493-2070; 51426 Lava Bed Rd, Diamond; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm, reduced hours outside summer)


Near Pete French Round Barn, this shop and visitor center is run by friendly Dick Jenkins, who has owned the Round Barn and conducted past tours; he’s a wealth of local information.







8Information

Refuge Headquarters & Visitors Center ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-493-2612; www.fws.gov/refuge/malheur; 36391 Sodhouse Lane; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-4pm) Six miles east of Hwy 205, on Sodhouse Lane. Has rangers who can help with information and give you the Blitzen Valley Auto Tour pamphlet. The museum is filled with taxidermy birds and there’s an excellent gift shop and adjacent pollinator garden plus a bird-watching blind. Note that this enclave was ground zero of the Bundy occupation.




8Getting There & Away

The wildlife refuge is best reached by car; it’s about 32 miles south of Burns off Hwy 205.




DRIVING TOUR: BLITZEN VALLEY

Pick up a Blitzen Valley Auto Tour pamphlet at the Refuge Headquarters & Visitors Center to follow the 42-mile route along the gravel Central Patrol Rd down to Frenchglen. The 19 stops include historical points of interest as well as geological, ecological and birding highlights. There’s also a CD you can borrow at the visitor center and return afterwards, that reads the text of the pamphlet. To do the driving tour justice, plan on a full day to complete it and visit other sights around the refuge.






Lakeview

[image: icon-phonegif]%541 / POP 2300

There’s no longer any lake in view here, but at an elevation of 4800ft, homely Lakeview is ‘the tallest town in Oregon.’ It’s also known as the ‘hang-gliding capital of the West,’ with surrounding towering fault-block rims and prevailing westerly winds bringing hundreds of aficionados for summertime hang gliding and paragliding events.

Head out of town toward Paisley for a couple of Oregon’s very rustic and lesser-known, yet lovely hot spring resorts.


1Sights & Activities

Paragliding and hang gliding are Lakeview’s big draw. Abert Rim, off Hwy 395, is one of the primary launching areas – it’s a 22-mile west-facing escarpment with a number of jumping-off points.

Most of the launch points around Lakeview are not for beginners, especially given unpredictable weather; you’ll want to have some experience and your own gear. To connect with local pilots and experts, contact the Chamber of Commerce or visit www.lakeviewhanggliding.org or www.cascadeparaglidingclub.org.


Lake County MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-947-2220; www.lakecountyor.org/links/museum.php; 118 South E St; adult/child $3/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-4pm Wed-Sat May-Oct)


Heavy on local family history, this museum preserves artifacts and historical records from the early days of Lakeview and the surrounding area. Call ahead to visit during the low season.







4Sleeping


Hunter’s Hotsprings ResortMOTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-947-4242; 18088 N Rte 395; r from $85)


Built around a hot springs that was first discovered and developed in the early 1900s, this mellow ‘resort’ 2 miles north of town features basic motel rooms and a 107°F (42°C) outdoor mineral soaking pool. Even if you’re not staying, stop for a peek at Old Perpetual, a once-constant geyser that still spouts off with reliable frequency.





[image: icon-top-choice]oSummer Lake Hot SpringsCABIN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-943-3931; www.summerlakehotsprings.com; 41777 OR 31, Paisley; cabins $100-250, camping $20; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s[image: icon-petgif]#) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Cozy pine cabins, all with geothermal-heated floors and kitchens, sit in this beautiful, sparse landscape. There are rock-lined outdoor pools and a big indoor pool making this one of the nicest, rustic-style hot spring ‘resorts’ in the state. It’s a popular stop for Oregonians heading to/from the Burning Man festival in California every September. Day-use of the thermal pools is $10.







6Drinking & Nightlife


Pioneer Saloon & RestaurantPUB

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-943-3289; 327 Main St, Paisley; mains $7-12; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-8pm, to 9pm Sat, closed Mon)


This historic Old West saloon, built in the 1880s, has a great atmosphere, with cattle brands and barbed-wire on the walls and an antique carved-wooden bar. Good diner-style American standards are served.







8Information

Lake County Chamber of Commerce ([image: icon-phonegif]%541-947-6040; www.lakecountychamber.org; 126 North E St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Mon-Fri) For information on driving routes, wildlife viewing, hang gliding and paragliding in the Lakeview area.




8Getting There & Away

Driving is the best way to reach Lakeview; it’s 70 miles from the Amtrak station in Klamath Falls.






Steens Mountain

The highest peak in southeastern Oregon, Steens Mountain (9773ft) is part of a massive 30-mile-long fault-block range that was formed 15 million years ago. On the western slope of the range, ice-age glaciers bulldozed trenches that formed U-shaped gorges and hanging valleys. To the east, ‘the Steens’ – as the range is usually referred to – drop off to the Alvord Desert, 5000ft below.


1Sights

Beginning in Frenchglen, the 52-mile, gravel Steens Mountain Loop Rd is Oregon’s highest road and offers the range’s best sights, with awesome overlooks and access to camping and hiking trails. You’ll see sagebrush, bands of juniper and aspen forest, and finally fragile rocky tundra at the top. Seek out Wildhorse Lake, about 22 miles from the northern entrance. Kiger Gorge viewpoint is also stunning; it’s 25 miles up from the road’s northern entrance in Frenchglen.

Road improvements have made nearly all of the loop road open to most vehicles, although the road only starts opening around May and the entirety of the loop often isn’t open till early July; ask at Frenchglen if in doubt. It takes a little over two hours all the way around if you’re just driving through, but you’ll want to see the sights, so give yourself much more time. Lucky travelers may spot herds of wild horses near the southern entrance, 10 miles south of Frenchglen.

You can also see the eastern side of the Steens via the Fields–Denio Rd, which goes through the Alvord Desert. Take a full gas tank and water, and be prepared for weather changes at any time of year.

There are year-round gas stations at Narrows RV Park by the Malheur National Wildlife Refuge and Fields Station in the Alvord Desert. The Frenchglen gas station is usually open from April 15 through early November. Call ahead, plan your mileage accordingly or carry your own fuel.




MUSTANGS – WILD SYMBOLS OF THE WEST

One of the highlights of exploring the Steens could be spotting a herd of wild mustangs. Descended from domesticated horses that escaped from Native Americans, early Spanish explorers and pioneers, these free-roaming herds are managed by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), which culls the animals (usually for adoption) to keep them healthy, maintain desired characteristics and prevent overpopulation.

Several different herds can be seen, each with their own distinctive markings. The most famous – and rarest – bunch are the Kiger mustangs, which were discovered in 1977 during a round-up and are considered to have descended directly from original Spanish stock. They are generally dun in color, sometimes sporting a dark dorsal stripe and zebra-like markings on their legs. Their rugged handsomeness and vitality attracted the attention of DreamWorks, whose animated 2002 film Spirit: Stallion of the Cimarron was based on a Kiger mustang.

One of the best places to spot these animals is on the southern leg of the Steens Mountain Loop Rd. Keep your eyes peeled as you explore this area – if luck is on your side, you may get a glimpse of these wild symbols of the West.




4Sleeping


Page Springs CampgroundCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-573-4400; www.blm.gov/visit/page-springs-campground; tent sites $8)


Pretty, year-round campground at the base of Steens Mountain and 3 miles from Frenchglen. Has vault toilets and potable water.





Steens Mountain Wilderness ResortCABIN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-542-3765; www.steensmountainresort.com; 35678 Resort Lane, off Steens Mountain Loop Rd; tent sites $15, RV sites $33-38, cabins $75-190; [image: icon-hoursgif]hmid-March–Oct 30; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-petgif]#)


Three miles from Frenchglen, just before Page Springs campground, this ‘resort’ has nine decent single-wide trailers (‘modular cabins’) of various sizes spread out over a sparse hillside with low trees. All have kitchen areas; most require that you bring linens and bedding. Campsites and RV sites are available.





[image: icon-top-choice]oFrenchglen HotelHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-493-2825; www.frenchglenhotel.com; 39184 Hwy 205; d/tr without bath $79/87, Drovers’ Inn d/q $125/145; [image: icon-hoursgif]hmid-Mar–early Nov; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


This historic hotel dates from the 1910s and features eight small but cute rooms, all with shared bathrooms, homemade quilts and lace curtains. A newer building (the ‘Drovers’ Inn’) has five rooms, each with private bathroom. Dinners ($25; reservations required) are huge, family style and served promptly at 6:30pm. Breakfast and lunch are also available ($7 to $12) without reservations.







8Getting There & Away

Driving is the best way to explore this region; there’s no public transit to speak of. From Burns, take Hwy 205 south for about 60 miles to Frenchglen and access to the Steens Mountain Loop Rd.






Alvord Desert

Once a large, 200ft-deep lake, the stunning Alvord Basin is now a series of playas – beige-white alkali beds that have resulted from centuries of evaporation. They alternate startlingly with sagebrush prairies and old ranches, while Steens Mountain looms dramatically to the west.

Aside from the epic landscape, hot springs are the main draw. Alvord Hot Springs is the best known, but there’s also Mickey Hot Springs, 30 miles north of Fields on a side road off the Fields–Denio Rd. It’s a miniature Yellowstone, with bubbling mud pots, steam vents and – beware – pools too hot for bathing (keep dogs leashed).

Mann Lake, 42 miles north of Fields on the Fields–Denio Rd, offers fishing, bird-watching and primitive campsites (no water).

Bring food, water and sun protection with you; there are no services or cellphone service along the Fields–Denio Rd. For more details, contact the BLM office in Hines.


Alvord Hot SpringsHOT SPRINGS

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-589-2282; www.alvordhotsprings.com; 36095 E Steens Rd; soaking $8, camping $30, units $60)


About 23 miles north of Fields is the remote and Spartanly beautiful Alvord Hot Springs, which dates from the 1940s. There is a general store and restrooms, and camping and four-bunk ‘MASH’ units for rent.





Fields StationAMERICAN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%541-495-2275; 22276 Fields Dr, Fields; mains $8-14; [image: icon-hoursgif]hstore 8am-6pm Mon-Sat, 9am-5pm Sun, cafe 8am-4:30pm Mon-Sat, from 9am Sun)


In the hamlet of Fields, friendly Fields Station has a small store and a cafe, as well as no-frills, basic but clean motel rooms (from $85/125 per double/quad with kitchen). It’s a near-mandatory stop for gas, snacks, good burgers and – especially – sublime milkshakes that locals literally travel hundreds of miles to enjoy. Be sure to arrive by 4pm if you’re planning to eat.





8Getting There & Away

Driving is the best way to explore the area. The 66-mile, partly gravel Fields–Denio Rd (slowly being paved) between the hamlet of Fields and Hwy 78 is well maintained and open year-round.
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Vancouver, Whistler & Vancouver Island

[image: 26-vancouver-whistler-island-loc-pnw8-jpg]



Why Go?

Visitors to Canada’s westernmost province are never short of superlatives when typing their travel blogs. It’s hard not to be moved by looming mountains, wildlife-packed forests and uncountable kilometers of pristine coastline that slow your heartbeat like a spa treatment. But British Columbia (BC) is much more than just a nature-hugging diorama. Cosmopolitan Vancouver is an animated fusion of cuisines and cultures from Asia and beyond, while historic Victoria and resort town Whistler have their own vibrant, alluring scenes. And for sheer character, it’s hard to beat the province’s kaleidoscope of quirky little communities, from the rustic Sunshine Coast to the laid-back Southern Gulf Islands. Wherever you head, of course, the great outdoors will always be calling. Don’t just point your camera at it. BC is unbeatable for the kind of life-enhancing skiing, kayaking, hiking and biking you’ll want to brag about to everyone back home.




When to Go

[image: vancouver-cc.jpg]

	Dec–Mar Powder action stripes the slopes of Whistler and Blackcomb Mountains.

	Jul & Aug Beaches, patios and a plethora of overlapping festivals enliven Vancouver.

	Sep & Oct Great surfing and the start of storm-watching season lure many to Tofino.







Best Places to Eat

A Salmon n’ Bannock

A Purebread

A Acorn

A Tree House Cafe




Best Places to Stay

A Skwachàys Lodge

A Ocean Island Inn

A Free Spirit Spheres

A Crown Mansion

A Wickaninnish Inn






Vancouver, Whistler & Vancouver Island Highlights

[image: 26-vancouver-whistler-island-ch-pnw8-jpg]

1 Vancouver’s Stanley Park Stretching your legs on a breathtaking seawall stroll.

2 Tofino Surfing up a storm (or just watching a storm) on Vancouver Island’s wild west coast.

3 Victoria Knocking back some lipsmacking BC craft beers at a pub filled with chatty regulars.

4 Whistler Skiing the Olympian slopes, then enjoying a warming après ski beverage in the village.

5 Strathcona Provincial Park Hugging the ancient trees on a drive across Vancouver Island.

6 Salt Spring Island Puttering around the lively Saturday Market and scoffing more than a few fruit and bakery treats.

7 Vancouver views Peering over the twinkling cityscape from the top of Grouse Mountain, then hitting the Eye of the Wind tower for an even more dramatic view.




CANADIAN DOLLARS

In this chapter, the currency represented by $ is the Canadian dollar.




VANCOUVER

[image: icon-phonegif]%604, 778 / POP 631,500

Explorable neighborhoods, drink-and-dine delights and memorable cultural and outdoor activities framed by striking natural vistas – there’s a superfluity of reasons to fall for this ocean-fringed metropolis.

[image: 26-vancouver-pnw8-jpg]


1Sights

Few of Vancouver’s main visitor attractions are downtown; the main museums are in Vanier Park and at the University of British Columbia (UBC). Other top sights and landmarks are in Stanley Park or Chinatown, while two major outdoor lures are on the North Shore. Luckily, most are easy to reach by car or transit hop from the city center.

[image: 26-vancouver-dtn-pnw8-jpg]


Downtown Vancouver


1Top Sights

1Science WorldG6

2Stanley ParkA1

3Vancouver Art GalleryE4

4Vancouver Police Museum & ArchivesH4




1Sights

5A-maze-ing LaughterA2

6BC Place StadiumF5

  BC Sports Hall of Fame & Museum(see 6)

7Dr Sun Yat-Sen Classical Chinese Garden & ParkG4

8English Bay BeachA3

9Gassy Jack StatueG3

10Granville Island Public MarketB6

    HR MacMillan Space Centre(see 12)

11Marine BuildingE2

12Museum of VancouverA5

13Roedde House MuseumC3




2Activities, Courses & Tours

14Cycle City ToursE3

15Ecomarine Paddlesport CentresB6

16Granville Island BrewingB7

17Granville Island Water ParkB7

    Sins of the City Walking Tour(see 4)




4Sleeping

18Buchan HotelB1

19EXchange HotelE3

20Georgian Court HotelF5

21HI Vancouver CentralD5

22HI Vancouver DowntownC4

23Opus HotelD6

24Samesun Backpackers LodgeD5

25Skwachàys LodgeG4

26Sunset Inn & SuitesC4

27Sylvia HotelA2

28Victorian HotelF4

29YWCA HotelF5




5Eating

30Blue Water CafeE5

31CampagnoloH5

32Chancho TortilleriaD5

33Edible CanadaB6

34ForageC2

35Go FishA7

36Guu with GarlicB2

37Indigo Age CafeF3

38Kintaro Ramen NoodleB1

39Molli CafeC5

40Nelson the SeagullG4

41Ovaltine CafeH4

42Phnom PenhH5

43St Lawrence RestaurantH3

44Tony’s Fish & Oyster CafeB7

45Vegan Pudding & CoF3




6Drinking & Nightlife

461181C4

47Alibi RoomH3

48Fountainhead PubC4

    Granville Island Brewing Taproom(see 16)

49Guilt & CoG3

50Liberty DistilleryB7

51Mario’s Coffee ExpressE3

    Sylvia’s Bar & Lounge(see 27)




3Entertainment

52Bard on the BeachA5

53CinemathequeD5

54Commodore BallroomE4

    FUSE(see 3)

    Vancouver Whitecaps(see 6)




7Shopping

55Ainsworth Custom DesignC7

56Little Sister’s Book & Art EmporiumB4

57Massy BooksH5

58Paper HoundF4








1Downtown & West End


[image: icon-top-choice]oStanley ParkPARK

(map Google map; www.vancouver.ca/parks; West End; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g19)


This magnificent 404-hectare park combines excellent attractions with a mystical natural aura. Don’t miss a stroll or a cycle (rentals near the W Georgia St entrance) around the seawall.





Stanley Park SeawallWATERFRONT

(Stanley Park; [image: icon-busgif]g19)


Built between 1917 and 1980, the 8.8km seawall trail is Vancouver’s favorite outdoor hangout. Encircling the whole of Stanley Park, it offers spectacular waterfront, mountain-fringed vistas on one side and dense forest canopy on the other. You can walk the whole thing in around three blister-triggering hours or rent a bike from the Denman St operators near the park entrance to cover the route faster. But what’s the rush? Slow down and slide into the natural side of life instead.





Roedde House MuseumMUSEUM

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-684-7040; www.roeddehouse.org; 1415 Barclay St, West End; $5, Sun $8; [image: icon-hoursgif]h1-4pm Tue-Fri & Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g5)


For a glimpse of what the West End looked like before the apartment blocks, visit this handsome 1893 Queen Anne–style mansion, now a lovingly preserved museum. Designed by infamous architect Francis Rattenbury, the yesteryear, antique-studded rooms have a lived-in feel while its guided tour (included with admission) tells you all about its middle-class Roedde family residents. Look out for the cylinder record player, 250-year-old grandfather clock and the taxidermied deer heads that were hunted in Stanley Park in 1906.





[image: icon-top-choice]oVancouver Art GalleryGALLERY

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-662-4700; www.vanartgallery.bc.ca; 750 Hornby St, Downtown; adult/child $24/6.50; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Wed-Mon, to 9pm Tue; [image: icon-busgif]g5)


Combining blockbuster international shows with selections from its striking contemporary collection, the VAG is a magnet for art fans. There are often three or four different exhibitions on its public levels but save time for the top-floor Emily Carr paintings, showcasing swirling nature-themed works from BC’s favorite historic artist. Check ahead for FUSE (map Google map; www.vanartgallery.bc.ca/fuse; $29; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8pm-midnight), a late-opening party with bars and live music. And if you’re on a budget, consider the by-donation entry after 5pm on Tuesdays.





Marine BuildingHISTORIC BUILDING

(map Google map; 355 Burrard St, Downtown; [image: icon-subwaygif]bBurrard)


Vancouver’s most romantic old-school tower block, and also its best art-deco building, the elegant 22-story Marine Building is a tribute to the city’s maritime past. Check out its elaborate exterior of seahorses, lobsters and streamlined steamships, then nip into the lobby, which is like a walk-through artwork.





A-maze-ing LaughterSTATUE

(map Google map; Morton Park, cnr Davie & Denman Sts, West End; [image: icon-busgif]g6)


Created by Yue Minjun, one of Vancouver’s most-photographed public artworks is just a few steps from English Bay Beach (map Google map; cnr Denman St & Beach Ave, West End; [image: icon-busgif]g5). Expect to see groups of smiling visitors snapping shots of the 14 oversized bronzes, each of them looking like they’re about to explode with overabundant giggles.





Second Beach & Third BeachBEACH

(Stanley Park; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g19)


Second Beach is a family-friendly area on Stanley Park’s western side, with a grassy playground, an ice-cream-serving concession and the Stanley Park Pitch & Putt course. In summer, there are free outdoor movie screenings – see www.freshaircinema.ca for listings – but its main attraction is the seasonal outdoor swimming pool ([image: icon-phonegif]%604-257-8371; www.vancouverparks.ca; cnr N Lagoon Dr & Stanley Park Dr; adult/child $6.10/3.05; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-8pm Jun-Aug, reduced hours in low season; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g19). Alternatively, head to Third Beach for a beautiful sunset.







1Fairview & South Granville


VanDusen Botanical GardenGARDENS

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-257-8335; www.vandusengarden.org; 5251 Oak St; adult/child Apr-Sep $11.25/5.50; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-8pm Jun-Aug, 9am-6pm Apr & Sep, 9am-7pm May, hours reduced Oct-Mar; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g17)


A highly popular green-thumbed oasis, this 22-hectare, 255,000-plant idyll offers a strollable web of pathways weaving through specialized garden areas: the Rhododendron Walk blazes with color in spring, while the Korean Pavilion is a focal point for a fascinating Asian collection. Save time to get lost in the hedge maze and look out for the herons, owls and turtles that call the park and its ponds home. Informative guided tours are also offered here daily from April to October.





Bloedel ConservatoryGARDENS

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-257-8584; www.vandusengarden.org; 4600 Cambie St, Queen Elizabeth Park; adult/child $6.75/3.30; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Jan-Mar & Nov-Dec, 10am-6pm Apr & Sep-Oct, 10am-8pm May-Aug; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g15)


Cresting the hill in Queen Elizabeth Park, this domed conservatory is a delightful rainy-day warm-up. Vancouver’s best-value paid attraction, you’ll find tropical trees and plants bristling with hundreds of free-flying, bright-plumaged birds. Listen for the noisy resident parrots but also keep your eyes peeled for rainbow-hued Gouldian finches, shimmering African superb starlings and maybe even a dramatic Lady Amherst pheasant, snaking through the undergrowth. Ask nicely and the attendants might even let you feed the smaller birds from a bowl.







1Gastown & Chinatown


[image: icon-top-choice]oVancouver Police Museum & ArchivesMUSEUM

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-665-3346; www.vancouverpolicemuseum.ca; 240 E Cordova St, Chinatown; adult/child $12/8; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Tue-Sat; [image: icon-busgif]g3)


Illuminating Vancouver’s crime-and-vice-addled history, this quirky museum has had a recent makeover, uncovering the former coroner’s courtroom and sprucing up exhibits including a spine-chilling gallery of real-life cases. The star attraction is the old autopsy room, complete with preserved slivers of human tissue; bullet-damaged brain slices are among them. Add a Sins of the City (map Google map; www.sinsofthecity.ca; adult/student $18/14; [image: icon-hoursgif]hApr-Oct) area walking tour to learn all about Vancouver’s salacious olden days; tours run April to October and include museum entry.





Dr Sun Yat-Sen Classical Chinese Garden & ParkGARDENS

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-662-3207; www.vancouverchinesegarden.com; 578 Carrall St, Chinatown; adult/child $14/10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9:30am-7pm mid-Jun–Aug, 10am-6pm Sep & May–mid-Jun, 10am-4:30pm Oct-Apr; [image: icon-subwaygif]bStadium-Chinatown)


A tranquil break from bustling Chinatown, this intimate ‘garden of ease’ reflects Taoist principles of balance and harmony. Entry includes an optional 45-minute guided tour, in which you’ll learn about the symbolism behind the placement of the gnarled pine trees, winding covered pathways and ancient limestone formations. Look out for the colorful carp and lazy turtles in the jade-colored water.





Gassy Jack StatueMONUMENT

(map Google map; Maple Tree Sq, Gastown; [image: icon-busgif]g4)


It’s amusing to think that Vancouver’s favorite statue is a testament to the virtues of drink. At least that’s one interpretation of the John ‘Gassy Jack’ Deighton bronze, perched atop a whiskey barrel here in Maple Tree Sq. Erected in 1970, it recalls the time when Deighton arrived here in 1867 and built a pub, triggering a ramshackle development that ultimately became Vancouver.







1Kitsilano & University of British Columbia


Arbutus GreenwayPARK

(www.vancouver.ca/parks; W 6th Ave & Fir St, Kitsilano; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g4)


A former disused urban rail line that’s being transformed by the city into a cool linear park, this 8.5km-long flora-fringed walking and cycling route is already paved and open to the public. Running south to the Fraser River, it’s a popular and accessible nature-hugging weave where you can expect to spot birdlife, butterflies and lots of wildflowers. There are Mobi public bike share stations en route if you fancy hopping in the saddle.





[image: icon-top-choice]oMuseum of AnthropologyMUSEUM

(MOA; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-822-5087; www.moa.ubc.ca; 6393 NW Marine Dr, UBC; adult/child $18/16; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Fri-Wed, 10am-9pm Thu, closed Mon Oct-May; [image: icon-parkgif]p; [image: icon-busgif]g99B-Line, then 68)


Vancouver’s best museum is studded with spectacular indigenous totem poles and breathtaking carvings – but it’s also teeming with artifacts from cultures around the world, from intricate Swedish lace to bright Sri Lankan folk masks. Take one of the free daily tours (check ahead for times) for some context, but give yourself at least a couple of hours to explore on your own; it’s easy to immerse yourself here. On a budget? Thursday evening entry is $10 (after 5pm).





Kitsilano BeachBEACH

(cnr Cornwall Ave & Arbutus St, Kitsilano; [image: icon-busgif]g2)


Facing English Bay, Kits Beach is one of Vancouver’s favorite summertime hangouts. The wide, sandy expanse attracts buff Frisbee tossers and giggling volleyball players, and those who just like to preen while catching the rays. The ocean is fine for a dip, though serious swimmers should consider the heated Kitsilano Pool ([image: icon-phonegif]%604-731-0011; www.vancouverparks.ca; 2305 Cornwall Ave; adult/child $6.10/3.05; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-evening mid-Jun–Sep; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g2), one of the world’s largest outdoor saltwater pools.





Beaty Biodiversity MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-827-4955; www.beatymuseum.ubc.ca; 2212 Main Mall, UBC; adult/child $14/10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Tue-Sun; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g99B-Line)


A family-friendly museum showcasing a two-million-item natural-history collection including birds, fossils and herbarium displays. The highlight is the 25m blue-whale skeleton, artfully displayed in the two-story entranceway. Don’t miss the first display case, which is crammed with a beady-eyed menagerie of tooth-and-claw taxidermy. Consider visiting on the third Thursday of the month when entry is by donation after 5pm and the museum stays open until 8:30pm; there’s often a special theme or live performance for these monthly Nocturnal events.





Museum of VancouverMUSEUM

(map Google map; MOV; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-736-4431; www.museumofvancouver.ca; 1100 Chestnut St, Kitsilano; adult/child $20.50/9.75; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Sun-Wed, to 8pm Thu, to 9pm Fri & Sat; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g2)


The MOV serves up cool temporary exhibitions alongside in-depth permanent galleries of fascinating First Nations artifacts and evocative pioneer-era exhibits. But it really comes to life in its vibrant 1950s pop culture and 1960s hippie counterculture sections, a reminder that Kitsilano was once the grass-smoking center of Vancouver’s flower-power movement. Don’t miss the shimmering gallery of vintage neon signs collected from around the city; it’s a favorite with locals.





HR MacMillan Space CentreMUSEUM

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-738-7827; www.spacecentre.ca; 1100 Chestnut St, Kitsilano; adult/child $19.50/14; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Jul & Aug, reduced hours off-season; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g2)


Focusing on the wonderful world of space, admission to this kid-favorite museum includes a gallery of hands-on exhibits (don’t miss the Mars section where you can drive across the surface in a simulator) as well as a menu of live science demonstrations in the small theater and a cool 45-minute planetarium show upstairs. Check the daily schedule of shows and presentations online before you arrive. The Saturday-night planetarium performances are popular with locals and typically draw a more adult crowd.







1Main Street


[image: icon-top-choice]oScience WorldMUSEUM

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-443-7440; www.scienceworld.ca; 1455 Quebec St; adult/child $27.15/18.10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm Jul & Aug, reduced hours off-season; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-subwaygif]bMain St-Science World)


Under Vancouver’s favorite geodesic dome (OK, it’s the only one), this ever-popular science showcase has tonnes of hands-on galleries and a cool outdoor park crammed with rugged fun (yes, you can lift 2028kg). Inside, there are two floors of brilliant educational play, from plasma balls to whisper dishes. Check out the live critters in the Sara Stern Gallery, the bodily functions exhibits in the BodyWorks area, then fly over a city on the virtual reality Birdly ride ($8).







1North Shore


Capilano Suspension Bridge ParkPARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-985-7474; www.capbridge.com; 3735 Capilano Rd, North Vancouver; adult/child $47/15; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-8pm May-Aug, reduced hours off-season; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g236)


As you inch gingerly across one of the world’s longest (140m) and highest (70m) pedestrian suspension bridges, swaying gently over roiling Capilano Canyon, remember that its thick steel cables are firmly embedded in concrete. That should steady your feet – unless there are teenagers stamping across. Added park attractions include a glass-bottomed cliffside walkway and an elevated canopy trail through the trees.





Polygon GalleryGALLERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-986-1351; www.thepolygon.ca; 101 Carrie Cates Ct, North Vancouver; by donation; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Tue-Sun; [image: icon-boatgif]fLonsdale Quay SeaBus)


North Van’s former Presentation House Gallery renamed itself and relocated to this dramatic, sawtooth-roofed waterfront landmark in 2017, providing greatly increased wall space for the multiple exhibitions staged here throughout the year. Photoconceptualism remains a focus but expect thought-provoking contemporary art installations and evocative Indigenous exhibits as well. There are free 45-minute tours every Saturday at 2pm. On our visit, a new North Vancouver Museum was also under construction across the street.





Fort Langley National Historic SiteMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-513-4777; www.pc.gc.ca; 23433 Mavis Ave, Fort Langley; adult/child $7.80/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm; [image: icon-familygif]c)


A fortified trading post since 1827, this is where James Douglas announced the creation of British Columbia in 1858, giving the site a legitimate claim to being the province’s birthplace. With costumed reenacters, recreated artisan workshops and a gold-panning area that’s very popular with kids – who also enjoy charging around the wooden battlements – it’s ideal for families.





Maplewood FarmFARM

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-929-5610; www.maplewoodfarm.bc.ca; 405 Seymour River Pl, North Vancouver; adult/child $8.51/5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Apr-Oct, 10am-4pm Tue-Sun Nov-Mar; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g239 then 212)


This popular farmyard attraction includes plenty of hands-on displays, plus a collection of more than 200 birds and domestic farm animals. Your wide-eyed kids can pet some animals, watch the milking demonstrations and feed some squawking, ever-hungry ducks and chickens; don’t miss Petunia the pot-bellied pig. The highlight is the daily round-up (3:30pm), when hungry critters streak back into their barn for dinner.







1Yaletown & Granville Island


Granville Island Public MarketMARKET

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-666-6655; www.granvilleisland.com/public-market; Johnston St, Granville Island; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-7pm; [image: icon-busgif]g50, [image: icon-boatgif]fminiferries)


Granville Island’s highlight is the covered Public Market, a multisensory smorgasbord of fish, cheese, fruit, teas and bakery treats (near-legendary Lee’s Donuts included). Pick up some fixings for a picnic at nearby Vanier Park or hit the market’s international food court (dine off-peak and you’re more likely to snag a table). It’s not all about food; there are often stands here hawking all manner of arts and crafts, from filigree jewelry to knitted baby hats.





BC Sports Hall of Fame & MuseumMUSEUM

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-687-5520; www.bcsportshalloffame.com; 777 Pacific Blvd, Gate A, BC Place Stadium, Yaletown; adult/child $15/12; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-subwaygif]bStadium-Chinatown)


Inside BC Place Stadium (map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-669-2300; www.bcplace.com; [image: icon-parkgif]p), this expertly curated attraction showcases top BC athletes, both amateur and professional, with an intriguing array of galleries crammed with fascinating memorabilia. There are medals, trophies and yesteryear sports uniforms on display (judging by the size of their shirts, hockey players were much smaller in the past), plus tonnes of hands-on activities to tire the kids out. Don’t miss the Indigenous Sport Gallery, covering everything from hockey to lacrosse to traditional indigenous games.









2Activities


[image: icon-top-choice]oCycle City ToursCYCLING

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-618-8626; www.cyclevancouver.com; 648 Hornby St, Downtown; tours from $65, bicycle rentals per hour/day $9.50/38; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm, reduced hours in winter; [image: icon-subwaygif]bBurrard)


Striped with bike lanes, Vancouver is a good city for two-wheeled exploring. But if you’re not great at navigating, consider a guided tour with this popular operator. Its Grand Tour ($90) is a great city intro, while the Craft Beer Tour ($90) includes brunch and three breweries. Alternatively, go solo with a rental.





[image: icon-top-choice]oGrouse MountainSNOW SPORTS

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-980-9311; www.grousemountain.com; 6400 Nancy Greene Way, North Vancouver; lift ticket adult/child $47/42; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-10pm mid-Nov–mid-Apr; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g236)


Vancouver’s favorite winter hangout, family-friendly Grouse offers four chairlifts plus 33 ski and snowboard runs. Classes and lessons are available for beginners and beyond, and the area’s forested snowshoe trails are magical. There are also dining options if you just want to relax and watch the snow with a hot chocolate.





Canada West Mountain SchoolHIKING

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-878-7007; www.themountainschool.com; 400 Brooksbank Ave, North Vancouver; courses from $145; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-4pm Tue-Fri)


A long-established and well-respected institution, offering training and guided-excursion courses in Vancouver’s spectacular outdoor backyard. Programs include climbing, mountaineering and winter camping





Ecomarine Paddlesport CentresKAYAKING

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-689-7575; www.ecomarine.com; 1668 Duranleau St, Granville Island; kayak/paddleboard rental per 2hr $39/30; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-8pm mid-May–Aug, 10am-6pm Tue-Sun Sep–mid-May; [image: icon-busgif]g50)


Headquartered on Granville Island, the friendly folks at Ecomarine offer kayak (single and double) plus stand-up paddleboard (SUP) rentals, as well as popular guided tours, including the magical Urban Sunset Kayak ($79). Fancy exploring further? They also arrange multiday tours around some of BC’s most magical marine regions.





Windsure Adventure WatersportsWATER SPORTS

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-224-0615; www.windsure.com; 1300 Discovery St, Jericho Sailing Centre, Kitsilano; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8:30am-8:30pm mid-Apr–Sep; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g4)


For those who want to be at one with the sea breeze, Windsure specializes in windsurfing, skimboarding and stand-up paddleboarding rentals and courses for a variety of skill levels. Prices are reasonable (for example, one-day skimboard rental is under $27) and the venue is inside the Jericho Sailing Centre, home of the city’s recreational aquatic community.





ON THE WATER

It’s hard to beat the joy of a sunset kayak around the coastline here; it’s a signature outdoor activity that many Vancouverites enjoy. But hitting the water isn’t only about paddling: there are also plenty of opportunities to surf, kiteboard and stand-up paddleboard, especially along the shoreline of Kitsilano. Why not join the locals at the Jericho Sailing Centre ([image: icon-phonegif]%604-224-4177; www.jsca.bc.ca; 1300 Discovery St, Kitsilano; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9:30am-sunset; [image: icon-busgif]g4) to find out what’s available? And when you want to head under the briny, there are several operators that can hook you up in and around the city.






TTours


[image: icon-top-choice]oVancouver Foodie ToursTOURS

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-295-8844; www.foodietours.ca; tours from $65)


A popular culinary-themed city stroll operator running three taste-tripping tours in Vancouver; choose between Best of Downtown, Gastronomic Gastown and Granville Island tours. Friendly red-coated guides lead you through belly-pleasing wanders with plenty to eat and drink; the trick is not to dine before you arrive.





Architectural Institute of British ColumbiaWALKING

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-683-8588; www.aibc.ca; tours $10; [image: icon-hoursgif]hTue-Sun Jul & Aug)


Local architecture students conduct these excellent two-hour wanders, focusing on the buildings, history and heritage of several key Vancouver neighborhoods. There are six tours in all, covering areas including Gastown, Strathcona, Yaletown, Chinatown, downtown and the West End. If you’re visiting Victoria, tours operate there as well.





Forbidden VancouverWALKING

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-227-7570; www.forbiddenvancouver.ca; tours from $25)


This quirky company offers highly entertaining tours, including a delve into Prohibition-era Vancouver, a Stanley Park ‘secrets’ tour and a combination chocolate-tasting and art-deco architecture walk. It also hosts regular behind-the-scenes tours of the infamous Penthouse nightclub as well as a recently added walk-and-talk around the city’s LGBT+ history.





Granville Island BrewingBREWERY

(map Google map; GIB; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-687-2739; www.gib.ca; 1441 Cartwright St, Granville Island; tours $11.50; [image: icon-hoursgif]htours 12:30pm, 2pm, 4pm & 5:50pm; [image: icon-busgif]g50)


One of Canada’s oldest microbreweries (established in 1984), GIB offers short tours on which smiling guides walk you through the tiny brewing nook. The brewery has grown exponentially since opening and most of its beers are now made off-site, although some excellent small-batch brews are still made here on the island. The tour concludes with samples in the Taproom (map Google map) (open noon to 8pm).







zFestivals & Events


Vancouver Craft Beer WeekBEER

(www.vancouvercraftbeerweek.com; event tickets from $15; [image: icon-hoursgif]hlate May)


A taste-tripping showcase for BC’s amazing craft-beer scene, with dozens of tasty events around the city.





Vancouver International Jazz FestivalMUSIC

(www.coastaljazz.ca; [image: icon-hoursgif]hJun)


City-wide cornucopia of superstar shows and free outdoor events from mid-June.





Car Free Day VancouverCARNIVAL

(www.carfreevancouver.org; [image: icon-hoursgif]hJun & Jul; [image: icon-familygif]c)


Neighborhoods throughout the city – including Main St and Commercial Dr – turn over their main drags for pedestrian-friendly food, music and market stalls.





Eastside Culture CrawlART

(www.culturecrawl.ca; [image: icon-hoursgif]hmid-Nov)


Vancouver’s best visual-arts festival: a four-day gallery and studio open house with hundreds of participants.







4Sleeping


4Downtown & West End


Samesun Backpackers LodgeHOSTEL$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-682-8226; www.samesun.com; 1018 Granville St, Downtown; dm/r incl breakfast from $62/180; [image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g10)


Vancouver’s liveliest hostel is right on the city’s nightlife strip. Ask for a back room if you fancy a few hours of sleep or head down to the on-site bar (provocatively called the Beaver) to hang out with the partying throng. Dorms, including some pod beds, are comfortably small, and there are also private rooms plus a large shared kitchen.





HI Vancouver CentralHOSTEL$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-685-5335; www.hihostels.ca/en/destinations/british-columbia/hi-vancouver-central; 1025 Granville St, Downtown; dm/r from $60/120; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g10)


On the Granville Strip, this warren-like hostel is more of a party joint than its HI Downtown (map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-684-4565; www.hihostels.ca/en/destinations/british-columbia/hi-vancouver-downtown; 1114 Burnaby St, West End; dm/r from $62/135; [image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g6) sibling. Some of the benefits of its past hotel incarnation remain, including air-conditioning and small rooms, some of which are now private, with the rest converted to dorm rooms with up to four beds. There are dozens of two-bedded rooms (some en suite).





[image: icon-top-choice]oSunset Inn & SuitesHOTEL$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-688-2474; www.sunsetinn.com; 1111 Burnaby St, West End; d incl breakfast $225; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g6)


A good-value cut above most of Vancouver’s self-catering suite hotels, the popular Sunset Inn offers larger-than-average rooms with kitchens. Each has a balcony, and some – particularly those on south-facing higher floors – have partial views of English Bay. Rates include continental breakfast (with make-your-own waffles) and, rare for Vancouver, free parking. The attentive staff is among the best in the city.





Victorian HotelHOTEL$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-681-6369; www.victorianhotel.ca; 514 Homer St, Downtown; d incl breakfast from $200; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-subwaygif]bGranville)


The high-ceilinged rooms at this well-maintained heritage hotel combine glossy hardwood floors, a sprinkling of antiques, an occasional bay window and plenty of historical charm. The best rooms are in the extension, where raindrop showers, marble bathroom floors and flat-screen TVs add a slice of luxe. Rates include continental breakfast and rooms are provided with fans in summer.





Buchan HotelHOTEL$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-685-5354; www.buchanhotel.com; 1906 Haro St, West End; d with/without bath $149/109; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g5)


The 1926-built Buchan, just steps from Stanley Park, has bags of charm. Facilities were being upgraded on our visit and while prices have risen somewhat with the arrival of new owners, sleepovers here are still typically good value, especially off-season. There’s a wide array of rooms, including some with shared bathrooms, but all are clean and well maintained. Expect friendly front-deskers.





Sylvia HotelHOTEL$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-681-9321; www.sylviahotel.com; 1154 Gilford St, West End; d from $199; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#; [image: icon-busgif]g5)


This ivy-covered 1912 charmer enjoys a prime location overlooking English Bay. Generations of guests keep coming back – many requesting the same room every year – for a dollop of old-world ambience, plus a side order of first-name service. The rooms, some with older furnishings, have an array of comfortable configurations; the best are the large suites with kitchens and waterfront views.





EXchange HotelBOUTIQUE HOTEL$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-563-4693; www.exchangehotelvan.com; 475 Howe St, Downtown; d from $475; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#; [image: icon-subwaygif]bWaterfront)


Vancouver’s newest ‘it’ hotel has transformed the city’s former stock-exchange tower into a swank, well-located sleepover. It is studded with stylish, cleverly detailed rooms that are a cut above most city-center properties, so expect floor-to-ceiling windows, herringbone-patterned wooden floors and personable service from the smiling staff. Walking distance to an array of restaurants; the hotel’s lobby bar is a cocktail-quaffing hot spot.







4Fairview & South Granville


Windsor Guest HouseB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-872-3060; www.windsor.beautifulguesthouse.ca; 325 W 11th Ave, Fairview; d from $155; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-subwaygif]bBroadway-City Hall)


This 1895 wood-built mansion has a homely, lived-in feel, complete with a yesteryear veranda and stained-glass windows. The good-value rooms vary greatly in size and some have shared bathrooms. The recommended top-floor ‘Charles Room’ is quaint, quiet and small with a patio overlooking downtown that’s shared with the neighboring room. A cooked vegetarian breakfast is included, along with free off-street parking.







4Gastown & Chinatown


[image: icon-top-choice]oSkwachàys LodgeBOUTIQUE HOTEL$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-687-3589; www.skwachays.com; 29 W Pender St, Chinatown; d from $300; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-subwaygif]bStadium-Chinatown)


The 18 small but elegantly designed rooms at this sparkling First Nations art hotel include the captivating Forest Spirits Suite, with floor-to-ceiling birch branches, and the sleek Longhouse Suite, with its illuminated metalwork frieze. Deluxe trappings, from plasma TVs to ecofriendly toiletries, are standard and there’s an on-site gallery for purchasing one-of-a-kind artworks.







4Kitsilano & University of British Columbia


HI Vancouver Jericho BeachHOSTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-224-3208; www.hihostels.com; 1515 Discovery St, Kitsilano; dm/d $43/86; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMay-Sep; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g4)


One of Canada’s largest hostels looks like a Victorian hospital but has a scenic near-the-beach location. Basic rooms make this the least palatial Vancouver HI hostel, but it has a large kitchen, bike rentals and a popular licenced cafe. Dorms are also larger here. Book ahead for the popular budget-hotel-style private rooms.





Corkscrew InnB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-733-7276; www.corkscrewinn.com; 2735 W 2nd Ave, Kitsilano; d incl breakfast from $195; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g84)


This flower-framed, gable-roofed property appears to have a drinking problem: it houses a little museum, available only to guests, that’s lined with corkscrews and antique vineyard tools. Aside from the boozy paraphernalia, this immaculate century-old arts-and-crafts-style home has five wood-floored rooms (we like the art-deco room) and is a short walk from the beach. Sumptuous breakfast (with house-baked bread) included.







4North Shore


Thistledown HouseB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-986-7173; www.thistle-down.com; 3910 Capilano Rd, North Vancouver; d incl breakfast from $215; [image: icon-non-smokinggif]n; [image: icon-busgif]g236)


Located on the road between Capilano Suspension Bridge and Grouse Mountain, this adult-oriented 1920s arts-and-crafts-style house is superior to most B&Bs; gourmet breakfast is included. Among its six elegantly decorated rooms, the most palatial suite (‘Under the Apple Tree’) is surprisingly secluded and has a beautiful fireplace, sunken sitting room, jetted bathtub and large windows opening onto a private patio.





Pinnacle Hotel at the PierHOTEL$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-986-7437; www.pinnaclehotelatthepier.com; 138 Victory Ship Way, North Vancouver; d $340; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s[image: icon-petgif]#; [image: icon-boatgif]fLonsdale Quay SeaBus)


North Van’s best hotel is an excellent option if you want to stay on this side of the water and hop to Vancouver’s city center on the nearby SeaBus. Rooms are furnished with contemporary elegance, calming hues favored over bold colors. Harbor views are recommended and there are free loaner bikes if you want to explore the area.







4Yaletown & Granville Island


YWCA HotelHOTEL$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-895-5830; www.ywcahotel.com; 733 Beatty St, Yaletown; s/d/tr without bath $106/118/173; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-non-smokinggif]n[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-subwaygif]bStadium-Chinatown)


A good-value, well-located option with nicely maintained (if spartan) rooms of the student-accommodations variety. There’s a range of configurations, from singles to five-bed rooms, plus shared, semiprivate or private bathrooms. Each room has a TV and mini-refrigerator and there are TV lounges and communal kitchens too. Rates include access to the YWCA Health & Fitness Centre, a 15-minute walk away.





Opus HotelBOUTIQUE HOTEL$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-642-6787; www.opushotel.com; 322 Davie St, Yaletown; d $500; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#; [image: icon-subwaygif]bYale town-Roundhouse)


The 96-room Opus kick-started Vancouver’s boutique-hotel scene and, with regular revamps, it’s remained one of the city’s top sleepover options. The designer rooms have contemporary-chic interiors with bold colors, mod furnishings and feng-shui bed placements, while many of the luxe bathrooms have clear windows overlooking the streets (visiting exhibitionists take note).





Georgian Court HotelHOTEL$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-682-5555; www.georgiancourt.com; 773 Beatty St, Yaletown; d $400; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#; [image: icon-subwaygif]bStadium-Chinatown)


This under-the-radar, European-style property has never changed its old-school approach to good service and solid, dependable amenities. Rooms have an elegant, business-hotel feel, but the spacious apartment-style executive corner suites – with their quiet, recessed bedrooms – are best. There’s a small on-site fitness room (plus free loaner bicycles) and the hotel runs a shuttle bus around the city for guests.









5Eating


5Commercial Drive


[image: icon-top-choice]oCaffè La TannaITALIAN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-428-5462; www.caffelatana.ca; 635 Commercial Dr; mains $12-16; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-6pm; [image: icon-busgif]g20)


Like a 1950s neighborhood cafe in Rome, this handsome little hidden gem looks like it’s been here for decades. But it’s a new addition to this quiet stretch of the Drive, luring delighted locals with its delicate housemade pastries and fresh pastas (watch the mesmerizing pasta production at the counter). Check the daily special and peruse the shelves of Italian groceries, too.





JamjarLEBANESE$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-252-3957; www.jam-jar.ca; 2280 Commercial Dr; mains $12-18; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-10pm; [image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-busgif]g20)


This super-friendly cafe-style joint has a rustic-chic interior and a folksy Lebanese menu of ethically sourced ingredients, with lots of vegetarian options. You don’t have to be a veggie to love the crispy falafel balls or the utterly irresistible deep-fried cauliflower.





Cannibal CafeBURGERS$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-558-4199; www.cannibalcafe.ca; 1818 Commercial Dr; mains $10-16; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-10pm Mon-Thu, 7am-midnight Fri & Sat, 10am-10pm Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g20)


This is a punk-tastic diner for fans of seriously real burgers. You’ll find an inventive array, from classics to the kimchi-infused Korean-BBQ burgers, all made with love. Top-notch ingredients will ensure you never slink into a fast-food chain again. Add a BC craft beer, check for daily specials and keep in mind there are happy-hour deals from 3pm to 6pm weekdays.





Kishimoto Japanese RestaurantJAPANESE$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-255-5550; www.kishimotorestaurant.com; 2054 Commercial Dr; mains $14-25; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-9:45pm Wed-Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g20)


Reservations are not accepted at this Drive favorite, so arrive early for a table or expect to queue. Even if you have to wait, it’ll be worth it: the sushi here uses superfresh ingredients with exquisite presentation and attentive service. The spicy salmon sashimi and vegetarian OMG rolls are recommended but it also does an excellent prawn-packed okonomiyaki (Japanese pancake).







5Downtown & West End


[image: icon-top-choice]oMolli CafeMEXICAN$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-336-6554; 1225 Burrard St, West End; tortas $10-13; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-9pm Mon-Sat, 9am-8pm Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g2)


It’s easy to dismiss this unassuming cafe while strolling along Burrard, but that would be a huge mistake. Instead, nip inside and check out a menu of homestyle Mexican dishes such as tacos, tortas, mollete open-faced sandwiches and the kind of fortifying soups your grandma used to make. All is lovingly prepared and served alongside a soundtrack of jaunty Mexican tunes.





Chancho TortilleriaMEXICAN$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-428-8494; www.chancho.ca; 1206 Seymour St, Downtown; mains $8-12; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-7pm Mon-Sat, to 5:30pm Sun; [image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-busgif]g10)


Look for the pig-and-pineapple sign outside this authentic Mexican hole-in-the-wall, which has painted walls, plastic garden chairs and a super-friendly welcome. It’s the food that’ll keep you smiling, though; order meat or vegetarian fillings by weight, all served with beans, salsa, pickled red cabbage and tortillas.





[image: icon-top-choice]oVegan Pudding & CoDESSERTS$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%778-379-0545; www.veganpuddingco.com; 422 Richards St, Downtown; dessert $3-5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-7pm Mon-Sat; [image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-busgif]g14) [image: icon-sustainable]S


There’s a cult-like following in Vancouver for this hole-in-the-wall counter serving utterly delicious custard-style puddings made from kabocha squash, coconut milk and flavors including strawberry, chocolate and matcha green tea. It’s a silky-smooth revelation to those who think dairy is the only way. All ingredients are organic and you’ll also find these puddings at green grocery stores around the city.





Kintaro Ramen NoodleRAMEN$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-682-7568; 788 Denman St, West End; mains $6-10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-11pm; [image: icon-busgif]g5)


One of Vancouver’s oldest noodle shops, fancy-free Kintaro feels like a bustling ramen spot in backstreet Tokyo. Arrive off-peak to avoid queues and snag a counter seat to watch the steam-shrouded action. Miso ramen is recommended; a brimming bowl of sprouts, bamboo shoots and thick slices of barbecued pork. When you’re done, walk off your noodle belly in Stanley Park.





Guu with GarlicJAPANESE$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-685-8678; www.guu-izakaya.com; 1698 Robson St, West End; mains $8-16; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-2:30pm & 5:30pm-12:30am Mon-Sat, 11:30am-2:30pm & 5:30pm to midnight Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g5)


One of Vancouver’s best izakaya (Japanese pubs), this welcoming, wood-lined joint is a cultural immersion. Rice and noodle bowls are available but it’s best to experiment with some Japanese bar tapas, including okonomiyaki and deep-fried takoyaki (octopus balls). Reservations are only accepted for groups of three or more, so it’s best to arrive early for a seat.





Indigo Age CafeVEGAN$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-622-1797; www.indigoagecafe.com; 436 Richards St, Downtown; mains $15-20; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-7pm Wed-Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-busgif]g14) [image: icon-sustainable]S


The kind of woodsy subterranean cave a health-minded hobbit would enjoy, this small vegan and raw food restaurant has legions of local fans. Snag a table (peak-time reservations recommended) and dive into hearty, savor-worthy dishes from cabbage rolls to the colorful, best-selling Fresh Addiction Burger. Fancy a unique high tea? It offers a cool raw vegan version here; book ahead.





ForageCANADIAN$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-661-1400; www.foragevancouver.com; 1300 Robson St, West End; mains $16-35; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6:30-10am & 5-11pm Mon-Fri, 7am-2pm & 5-11pm Sat & Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g5) [image: icon-sustainable]S


A popular farm-to-table eatery, this sustainability-focused restaurant is the perfect way to sample regional flavors. Brunch has become a firm local favorite (halibut eggs Benny recommended), and for dinner there’s everything from bison steaks to slow-cooked salmon. Add a flight of BC craft beers, with top choices from the likes of Four Winds, Strange Fellows and more. Reservations recommended.







5Fairview & South Granville


Paul’s OmeletteryBREAKFAST$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-737-2857; www.paulsomelettery.com; 2211 Granville St, South Granville; mains $6-19; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-3pm; [image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-busgif]g10)


You’ll be jostling for space with chatty locals at this breakfast and lunch joint near the south side of Granville Bridge. But it’s worth it: the cozy, super-friendly place is superior to most bacon-and-eggs destinations. The menu is grounded on signature omelets, while also offering excellent eggs Benedict and heaping ‘lumberjack breakfasts.’ Reservations are not accepted; arrive early on weekends.





[image: icon-top-choice]oSalmon n’ BannockNORTHWESTERN US$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-568-8971; www.facebook.com/SalmonNBannockBistro; 1128 W Broadway, Fairview; mains $16-32; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-10pm Mon-Sat; [image: icon-busgif]g9)


Vancouver’s only First Nations restaurant is an utterly delightful art-lined little bistro on an unassuming strip of Broadway shops. It’s worth the easy bus trip, though, for fresh-made indigenous-influenced dishes made with local ingredients. The juicy salmon ’n’ bannock burger has been a staple here for years but more elaborate, feast-like options include game sausages and bison pot roast.





Heirloom VegetarianVEGETARIAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-733-2231; www.heirloomrestaurant.ca; 1509 W 12th Ave, South Granville; mains $11-22; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-10pm; [image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-busgif]g10)


With a white-walled cafeteria-meets-rustic-artisan look (hence the farm forks on the wall), this is one of Vancouver’s best vegetarian eateries, serving mostly BC and organic seasonal ingredients fused with international influences. Dinner-wise, the bulging burger and cashew coconut curry are winners, but the all-day brunch has risen to prominence in recent years, especially the utterly delicious avocado eggs Benny.





Vij’sINDIAN$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-736-6664; www.vijs.ca; 3106 Cambie St, Cambie Village; mains $23-36; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5:30-10pm; [image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-busgif]g15)


Spicy aromas scent the air as you enter this warmly intimate dining space for Vancouver’s finest Indian cuisine. Exemplary servers happily answer menu questions, while bringing over snacks and chai tea. There’s a one-page array of tempting dishes but the trick is to order three or four to share (mains are all available as small plates and orders come with rice and naan).







5Gastown & Chinatown


Ovaltine CafeDINER$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-685-7021; www.facebook.com/ovaltinecafe; 251 E Hastings St, Chinatown; mains $7-10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6:30am-3pm Mon-Sat, 6:30am-2pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g14)


Like being inside Edward Hopper’s Nighthawks diner painting, this time-capsule greasy spoon instantly transports you to the 1940s. Snag a booth alongside the hospital-green walls or, better yet, slide onto a tape-repaired spinning stool at the long counter. Truck-stop coffee is de rigueur here, alongside burgers, sandwiches and fried breakfasts that haven’t changed in decades (yes, that’s liver and onions on the menu).





Nelson the SeagullCAFE$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-681-5776; www.nelsontheseagull.com; 315 Carrall St, Gastown; mains $6-11; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-4pm Mon-Fri, 9am-4pm Sat & Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-busgif]g14)


Gastown’s hippest cafe, the mosaic-floored Seagull is also amazingly welcoming. Locals drop in to admire each other’s MacBooks, lingering over flat-white coffees while indulging in the kind of wholesome treats that might be made by a gourmet grandma. Start the day with poached eggs on house-baked sourdough toast and return for the ploughman’s lunch served on a board.





CampagnoloITALIAN$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-484-6018; www.campagnolorestaurant.ca; 1020 Main St, Chinatown; mains $18-25; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-2:30pm Mon-Fri & 5:30-10pm daily; [image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-busgif]g3)


Eyebrows were raised when this contemporary, rustic-style Italian restaurant opened in a hitherto sketchy part of town. But Campagnolo has lured locals and inspired a miniwave of other restaurants in the vicinity. Reserve ahead and dive into reinvented comfort dishes such as shrimp gnocchetti and a fennel sausage-topped pizza that may induce you to eat your body weight in thin-crust.





Phnom PenhVIETNAMESE, CAMBODIAN$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-682-5777; www.phnompenhrestaurant.ca; 244 E Georgia St, Chinatown; mains $8-18; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-9pm Mon-Thu, 10am-10pm Fri-Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g3)


The dishes at this bustling, local-legend joint are split between Cambodian and Vietnamese soul-food classics. It’s the highly addictive chicken wings and their lovely pepper sauce that keep regulars loyal. Once you’ve piled up the bones, dive back in for round two: papaya salad, butter beef and spring rolls show just how good a street-food-inspired Asian menu can be.





[image: icon-top-choice]oSt Lawrence RestaurantFRENCH$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-620-3800; www.stlawrencerestaurant.com; 269 Powell St, Railtown; mains $34-44; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5:30-10:30pm Tue-Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g4)


Resembling a handsome wood-floored bistro that’s been teleported straight from Montréal, this sparkling, country-chic dining room is a Railtown superstar. The Québecois approach carries over onto a small menu of elevated, perfectly prepared old-school mains such as trout in brown-butter sauce and the utterly delicious duck-leg confit with sausage. French-Canadian special-occasion dining at its finest.







5Kitsilano & University of British Columbia


Uno GelatoICE CREAM$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-733-5884; www.unogelato.com; 2579 W Broadway, Kitsilano; 1/2 scoops $6/7.50; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-9pm; [image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-busgif]g9)


Globally feted Vancouver gelato maestro James Coleridge has reinvented his business with a cool new brand and an endlessly tempting array of perfectly executed flavors. The menu changes with the seasons but often features unmissable classics such as salted caramel, chocolate brownie and an utterly delightful (and vegan) lemon that may make you weep with pleasure.





Sophie’s Cosmic CafeDINER$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-732-6810; www.sophiescosmiccafe.com; 2095 W 4th Ave, Kitsilano; mains $14-19; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-2:30pm Mon & Tue, 8am-8pm Wed-Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g4)


Slide between the oversized knife and fork flanking the entrance and you’ll find one of Vancouver’s best retro-look diners, its kitsch-lined walls studded with everything from Village People albums to Charlie’s Angels lunch boxes. Burgers and huge milkshakes dominate the menu, but breakfast (try the bulging Spanish omelet) is the best reason to snag a booth. Expect weekend queues.





Bishop’sNORTHWESTERN US$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-738-2025; www.bishopsonline.com; 2183 W 4th Ave, Kitsilano; mains $36-45; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5:30-11pm; [image: icon-busgif]g4)


Behind its anonymous exterior, Bishop’s pioneered West Coast ‘locavore’ dining long before the farm-to-table movement arrived. Legendary chef-owner John Bishop is still at the top of his game, serving outstanding dishes in a warm, elegant room where white tablecloths and silver candlesticks are de rigueur. Expect a seasonally changing menu that could include Haida Gwaii halibut or Fraser Valley lamb.







5Main Street


Hawkers DelightASIAN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-709-8188; www.facebook.com/hawkersdelightdeli; 4127 Main St; mains $5-13; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-9pm Mon-Sat; [image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-busgif]g3)


It’s easy to miss this cash-only hole-in-the-wall, but it’s worth retracing your steps for authentic Malaysian and Singaporean street food, made from scratch at this family-run favorite. Prices are temptingly low, so order to share – from spicy mee pok to noodle-heavy mee goreng and shrimp-packed laksa. Check the counter for addictive veggie fritters (just $1.45 for two).





Slickity Jim’s Chat ‘N’ ChewDINER$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-873-6760; www.skinnyfatjack.com; 3475 Main St; mains $9-15; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8:30am-4pm Mon-Fri, to 5pm Sat & Sun; [image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-busgif]g3)


This good-value local favorite gets jam-packed with bleary-eyed locals soothing their hangovers, but it’s worth the wait for a quirky, darkened room lined with the kind of oddball art David Lynch probably favors. Menu-wise, they’ve nailed breakfast here, with traditional as well as inventive (and heaping) plates enlivened with quirky names like the Breakfast of Broken Dreams.





Anh & ChiVIETNAMESE$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-878-8883; www.anhandchi.com; 3388 Main St; mains $16-25; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-11pm; [image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-busgif]g3)


You’ll find warm and solicitous service at this delightful contemporary Vietnamese restaurant whose authentic, perfectly prepared dishes are a must for local foodies. Not sure what to order? Check out the menu’s ‘bucket list’ dishes, including the highly recommended prawn-and-pork-packed crunchy crepe. Reservations are not accepted and waits here can be long; consider mid-afternoon weekday dining instead.





[image: icon-top-choice]oAcornVEGETARIAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-566-9001; www.theacornrestaurant.ca; 3995 Main St; mains $18-22; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5:30-10pm Mon-Thu, to 11pm Fri, 10am-2:30pm & 5:30-11pm Sat, to midnight Sun; [image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-busgif]g3)


One of Vancouver’s hottest vegetarian restaurants – hence the sometimes long wait for tables – the Acorn is ideal for those craving something more inventive than mung-bean soup. Consider seasonal, artfully presented treats such as beer-battered haloumi or vanilla-almond-beet cake and stick around late-night: the bar serves until midnight if you need to pull up a stool and set the world to rights.







5North Shore


Meat at O’Neill’sSANDWICHES$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-987-1115; www.facebook.com/meatatoneillsnvan; 144 Lonsdale Ave, North Vancouver; mains $6-13; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-4:30pm Mon, from 9:30am Tue, Wed & Sat, 9:30am-10pm Thu & Fri; [image: icon-boatgif]fLonsdale Quay SeaBus)


A top-quality sandwich emporium fueling the local takeout crowd with satisfying all-day breakfast sandwiches and a mouthwatering array of slow-roasted meat sandwiches (pork loin or Mexican meatloaf recommended). There’s a handful of seats at the counter if you need a pit-stop break, but your best bet is to keep rolling down the hill to the waterfront for an alfresco picnic.





Wooden FishVIETNAMESE$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-926-6789; www.thewoodenfish.ca; 1403 Marine Dr, West Vancouver; mains $14-25; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat & Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g250)


The staff are almost as warm as the steaming pho bowls at this North Shore hidden gem, which is superior to the mom-and-pop Vietnamese joints that have operated in Metro Vancouver for decades. Menu highlights include duck confit rice bowls and crisp salad rolls, but it’s the Hanoi beef noodle soup that stands out: rich, intense and delicious.





FeastCANADIAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-922-1155; www.feastdining.ca; 2423 Marine Dr, West Vancouver; mains $19-32; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-10pm Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat & Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g250)


A West Van favorite, this rustic-chic restaurant covers all the elevated comfort-food bases, starting with weekend brunch and extending to a dinner selection that runs from bison tenderloin to a delicious herb-crusted lingcod. Service is warm and friendly and you’ll often see groups of friends hanging out here over cocktails.







5Yaletown & Granville Island


Go FishSEAFOOD$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-730-5040; 1505 W 1st Ave; mains $8-14; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-6pm Mon-Fri, noon-6pm Sat & Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g50)


A short stroll westward along the seawall from the Granville Island entrance, this almost-too-popular seafood stand is one of the city’s fave fish-and-chip joints, offering halibut, salmon and cod encased in crispy golden batter. The smashing fish tacos are also recommended, while changing daily specials – brought in by the nearby fishing boats – often include scallop burgers or ahi tuna sandwiches.





Tony’s Fish & Oyster CafeSEAFOOD$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-683-7127; www.tonysfishandoystercafe.com; 1511 Anderson St, Granville Island; mains $11-23; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-8pm Mon-Sat, to 7pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g50)


A chatty spot popular with both locals and visitors, this small, blue-checkered-tablecloth joint serves great fish-and-chips (cod, salmon or halibut), along with generous dollops of housemade coleslaw and tartar sauce. The food is good value, and it’s not just about fish-and-chips; the BBQ-sauced oyster burger is almost a local legend. Service is fast and friendly.





Edible CanadaCANADIAN$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-682-6681; www.ediblecanada.com; 1596 Johnston St, Granville Island; mains $12-35; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-8:30pm Mon-Fri, 9am-8:30pm Sat & Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g50)


Granville Island’s most popular bistro (book ahead) delivers a tempting menu of seasonal dishes. With ingredients from BC and across Canada, typical options include bison burgers, wild salmon or Québec-style duck poutine. Add a selection from the huge all-Canadian wine list or dive into a local beer flight that includes several Vancouver producers.





Blue Water CafeSEAFOOD$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-688-8078; www.bluewatercafe.net; 1095 Hamilton St, Yaletown; mains $30-45; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-11pm; [image: icon-subwaygif]bYaletown-Roundhouse)


Under celebrated executive chef Frank Pabst, this is one of Vancouver’s best high-concept seafood restaurants. Gentle music fills the brick-lined, blue-hued interior, while top-notch char, sturgeon and butter-soft scallops grace the tables inside and on the patio. Not a seafood fan? There’s also a small array of meaty ‘principal plates’ to sate your carnivorous appetite, including Kobe-style short ribs.









6Drinking & Nightlife


[image: icon-top-choice]oPowell BreweryMICROBREWERY

(www.powellbeer.com; 1357 Powell St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h2-9pm Mon-Thu, noon-10pm Fri & Sat, noon-9pm Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g4)


One of the finest of Vancouver’s surfeit of tasty artisan breweries, popular Powell Brewery relocated to larger premises soon after launching. The tasting room is also much larger now, with a window so you can overlook production. Aim for renowned tipples like Dive Bomb Porter and Old Jalopy Pale Ale and you may discover your new favorite beermaker.





Storm Crow TavernPUB

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-566-9669; www.stormcrowtavern.com; 1305 Commercial Dr; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-1am Mon-Sat, to midnight Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g20)


Knowing the difference between Narnia and Neverwhere is not a prerequisite at this brilliant Commercial Dr nerd pub. But if you do, you’ll certainly make new friends. With displays of Dr Who figures and steampunk ray guns – plus TVs that might screen Logan’s Run at any moment – dive into the craft beer and settle in for a fun evening.





[image: icon-top-choice]oSylvia’s Bar & LoungeBAR

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-681-9321; www.sylviahotel.com; 1154 Gilford St, West End; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-11pm Sun-Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat; [image: icon-busgif]g5)


Part of the permanently popular Sylvia Hotel, this was Vancouver’s first cocktail bar when it opened in the mid-1950s. Now a comfy, wood-lined neighborhood bar favored by in-the-know locals (they’re the ones hogging the window seats as the sun sets over English Bay), it’s a charming spot for an end-of-day wind down. There’s live music on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Sundays.





Mario’s Coffee ExpressCOFFEE

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-608-2804; www.facebook.com/marioscoffeeexpress; 595 Howe St, Downtown; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6:30am-4pm Mon-Fri; [image: icon-subwaygif]bBurrard)


A java-lover’s favorite that only downtown office workers seem to know about. You’ll wake up and smell the coffee long before you make it through the door here. The rich aromatic brews served up by the man himself are the kind of ambrosia that makes Starbucks’ drinkers weep. You might even forgive the 1980s Italian pop percolating through the shop.





Grapes & SodaWINE BAR

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-336-2456; www.grapesandsoda.ca; 1541 W 6th Ave, South Granville; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5:30-11pm Tue-Sat; [image: icon-busgif]g10)


A warm, small-table hangout that self-identifies as a ‘natural wine bar’ (there’s a well-curated array of options from BC, Europe and beyond). This local favorite also serves excellent cocktails: from the countless bottles behind the small bar, they can seemingly concoct anything your taste buds desire, whether or not it’s on the menu. Need help? Slide into a Scotch, ginger and walnut Cortejo.





Storm Crow AlehousePUB

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-428-9670; www.stormcrowalehouse.com; 1619 W Broadway, South Granville; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-1am Sun-Thu, 11am-2am Fri & Sat; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g9)


The larger sibling of Commercial Dr’s excellent nerd bar, this pub welcomes everyone from the Borg to beardy Lord of the Rings dwarfs. They come to peruse the memorabilia-studded walls (think Millennium Falcon models and a TARDIS washroom door), check out the role-playing games and dive into refreshments including Romulan Ale and Pangalactic Gargleblaster cocktails. Hungry? Miss the chunky chickpea fries at your peril.





Guilt & CoBAR

(map Google map; www.guiltandcompany.com; 1 Alexander St, Gastown; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7pm-late; [image: icon-subwaygif]bWaterfront)


This cavelike subterranean bar, beneath Gastown’s brick-cobbled sidewalks, is also a brilliant venue to catch a tasty side dish of live music. Most shows are pay-what-you-can and can range from trumpet jazz to heartfelt singer-songwriters. Drinks-wise, there’s a great cocktail list plus a small array of draft beers (and many more in cans and bottles). Avoid weekends when there are often lineups.





[image: icon-top-choice]oAlibi RoomPUB

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-623-3383; www.alibi.ca; 157 Alexander St, Gastown; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-11:30pm Mon-Thu, 5pm-12:30am Fri, 10am-12:30am Sat, 10am-11:30pm Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g4)


Vancouver’s best craft-beer tavern pours a near-legendary roster of 50-plus drafts, many from celebrated BC breweries including Four Winds, Yellow Dog and Dageraad. Hipsters and veteran-ale fans alike love the ‘frat bat:’ choose your own four samples or ask to be surprised. Check the board for new guest casks and stick around for a gastropub dinner at one of the chatty long tables.





Brassneck BreweryMICROBREWERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-259-7686; www.brassneck.ca; 2148 Main St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h2-11pm Mon-Fri, noon-11pm Sat & Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g3)


A beloved Vancouver microbrewery with a small, wood-lined tasting room. Peruse the ever-changing chalkboard of intriguing libations with names like Pinky Promise, Silent Treatment and Faux Naive, or start with a delicious, highly accessible Passive Aggressive dry-hopped pale ale. It’s often hard to find a seat here, so consider a weekday afternoon visit for a four-glass $8 tasting flight.





Key PartyBAR

(www.keyparty.ca; 2303 Main St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5pm-1am Mon-Thu, to 2am Fri & Sat, to 1am Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g3)


Walk through the doorway of a fake storefront that looks like an accountancy office and you’ll find yourself in a candlelit, boudoir-red speakeasy dominated by a dramatic mural of frolicking women and animals. Arrive early to avoid the queues, then fully explore the entertaining cocktail program (Kir Royale champagne jello shooters included).





Liberty DistilleryDISTILLERY

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-558-1998; www.thelibertydistillery.com; 1494 Old Bridge St, Granville Island; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm; [image: icon-busgif]g50)


Gaze through internal windows at the shiny, steampunk-like booze-making equipment when you visit this handsome saloon-like tasting room. It’s not all about looks, though. During happy hour (Monday to Thursday, 3pm to 6pm and after 8pm), sample housemade vodka, gin varieties and several whiskeys plus great $6 cocktails. Tours are also available ($10, 11:30am and 1:30pm Saturday and Sunday).





TOP PICKS FOR LGBT+ VANCOUVER

Pride Week (www.vancouverpride.ca; West End; [image: icon-hoursgif]hAug) Canada’s best pride celebration, with a rocking street parade.

Fountainhead Pub (map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-687-2222; www.fthdpub.com; 1025 Davie St, West End; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-midnight Mon-Thu & Sun, to 2am Fri & Sat; [image: icon-busgif]g6) Laid-back, beer-friendly gay community pub.

1181 (map Google map; www.facebook.com/1181Lounge; 1181 Davie St, West End; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7pm-3am; [image: icon-busgif]g6) Smooth lounge bar; great spot to see and be seen.

Little Sister’s Book & Art Emporium (map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-669-1753; www.littlesisters.ca; 1238 Davie St, West End; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11am Fri & Sat; [image: icon-busgif]g6) Longtime ‘gayborhood’ legend, stocking books and beyond.






3Entertainment


[image: icon-top-choice]oCommodore BallroomLIVE MUSIC

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-739-4550; www.commodoreballroom.com; 868 Granville St, Downtown; tickets from $30; [image: icon-busgif]g10)


Local bands know they’ve made it when they play Vancouver’s best mid-sized venue, a restored art-deco ballroom that still has the city’s bounciest dance floor – courtesy of tires placed under its floorboards. If you need a break from moshing, collapse at one of the tables lining the perimeter, catch your breath with a bottled brew and then plunge back in.





Rio TheatreLIVE PERFORMANCE

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-879-3456; www.riotheatre.ca; 1660 E Broadway; tickets from $5; [image: icon-subwaygif]bCommercial-Broadway)


A huge public fundraising campaign in 2018 saved this beloved theater and cinema venue from possible redevelopment, proving just how important it’s become in the cultural lives of locals. But alongside art-house movie screenings, there’s a seriously eclectic array of entertainment here, from burlesque to stand-up and from live music to cult films. Check the calendar to see what’s on during your visit.





[image: icon-top-choice]oArts Club Theatre CompanyTHEATER

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-687-1644; www.artsclub.com; tickets from $29; [image: icon-hoursgif]hSep-Jun)


Vancouver’s largest, most popular and most prolific theater company, the Arts Club stages shows at three venues around the city. A new artistic director has been appointed and is currently making her mark on the programming schedule.





Theatre Under the StarsPERFORMING ARTS

(TUTS; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-631-2877; www.tuts.ca; 610 Pipeline Rd, Malkin Bowl, Stanley Park; tickets from $30; [image: icon-hoursgif]hJul & Aug; [image: icon-busgif]g19)


The charming Malkin Bowl (www.malkinbowl.com) provides an atmospheric alfresco stage for the summertime TUTS season, usually featuring two interchanging Broadway musicals. It’s hard to find a better place to catch a show, especially as the sun fades over the surrounding Stanley Park trees. The troupe’s production values have massively increased in recent years, and these productions are slick, professional and energetic.





[image: icon-top-choice]oCinemathequeCINEMA

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-688-8202; www.thecinematheque.ca; 1131 Howe St, Downtown; tickets $12, double bills $16; [image: icon-busgif]g10)


This beloved cinema operates like an ongoing film festival with a daily-changing program of movies. A $3 annual membership is required – organize it at the door – before you can skulk in the dark with other chin-stroking movie buffs who probably named their children (or pets) after Fellini and Bergman.





Stanley TheatreTHEATER

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-687-1644; www.artsclub.com; 2750 Granville St, South Granville; tickets from $29; [image: icon-hoursgif]hSep-Jul; [image: icon-busgif]g10)


Popular musicals dominate early summer (usually the last show of the season) at this heritage theater, but the rest of the year sees new works and adaptations of contemporary hits from around the world. Officially called the Stanley Industrial Alliance Stage (a moniker that not a single Vancouverite uses), the Stanley is part of the Arts Club Theatre Company.





Bard on the BeachPERFORMING ARTS

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-739-0559; www.bardonthebeach.org; 1695 Whyte Ave, Vanier Park, Kitsilano; tickets from $24; [image: icon-hoursgif]hJun-Sep; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g2)


Watching Shakespeare performed while the sun sets over the mountains beyond the tented main stage is a Vancouver summertime highlight. There are usually three Shakespeare plays, plus one Bard-related work (Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead, for example), to choose from during the season. Q&A talks are staged after some Tuesday performances; also opera, fireworks and wine-tasting special nights are held throughout the season.





Fox CabaretLIVE MUSIC

(www.foxcabaret.com; 2321 Main St; [image: icon-busgif]g3)


One of North America’s last porn cinemas has been transformed (and fully pressure-washed) into a brilliantly eclectic independent nightlife venue, ditching the dodgy flicks in favour of live bands, rib-tickling comedy and Saturday night dance fests with disco or ’90s themes. Check the online calendar; there’s always something different on stage in this narrow, high-ceilinged venue.





Vancouver WhitecapsSOCCER

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-669-9283; www.whitecapsfc.com; 777 Pacific Blvd, BC Place Stadium, Yaletown; tickets from $45; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMar-Oct; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-subwaygif]bStadium-Chinatown)


Using BC Place Stadium as its home, Vancouver’s professional soccer team plays in North America’s top-tier Major League Soccer (MLS). Their on-field fortunes have ebbed and flowed since being promoted to the league in 2011, but they’ve been finding their feet (useful for soccer players) lately. Save time to buy a souvenir soccer shirt to impress everyone back home.







7Shopping


[image: icon-top-choice]oKitsilano Farmers MarketMARKET

(www.eatlocal.org; 2690 Larch St, Kitsilano Community Centre, Kitsilano; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-2pm Sun May-Oct; [image: icon-busgif]g9) [image: icon-sustainable]S


This seasonal farmers market is one of the city’s most popular and is Kitsilano’s best excuse to get out and hang with the locals. Arrive early for the best selection and you’ll have the pick of freshly plucked local fruit and veg, such as sweet strawberries or spectacularly flavorful heirloom tomatoes. You’ll likely never want to shop in a mainstream supermarket again.





[image: icon-top-choice]oPaper HoundBOOKS

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-428-1344; www.paperhound.ca; 344 W Pender St, Downtown; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-7pm Sun-Thu, to 8pm Fri & Sat; [image: icon-busgif]g14)


Proving the printed word is alive and kicking, this small but perfectly curated secondhand bookstore is a dog-eared favorite among locals. A perfect spot for browsing, you’ll find tempting tomes (mostly used but some new) on everything from nature to poetry to chaos theory. Ask for recommendations; they really know their stuff here. Don’t miss the bargain rack out front.





Pacific Arts MarketARTS & CRAFTS

([image: icon-phonegif]%778-877-6449; www.pacificartsmarket.ca; 1448 W Broadway, South Granville; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-5:30pm Tue & Wed, noon-7pm Thu & Fri, 11am-7pm Sat, 1-5pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g9)


Head upstairs to this large, under-the-radar gallery space and you’ll find a kaleidoscopic array of stands showcasing the work of 40+ Vancouver and BC artists. From paintings to jewelry and from fiber arts to handmade chocolate bars, it’s the perfect spot to find authentic souvenirs to take back home. The artists change regularly and there’s something for every budget here.





Massy BooksBOOKS

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-721-4405; www.massybooks.com; 229 E Georgia St, Chinatown; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm Sun-Wed, 10am-8pm Thu-Sat; [image: icon-busgif]g3)


A former pop-up favorite with a now-permanent Chinatown location, this delightful bookstore is lined with tall stacks of well-curated, mostly used titles. There’s an impressively large selection of Indigenous-themed books, alongside good selections covering travel, history and literature – plus a bargain $1 cart outside. Love mysteries? Try finding the store’s secret room, hidden behind a pushable bookcase door.





[image: icon-top-choice]oRed Cat RecordsMUSIC

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-708-9422; www.redcat.ca; 4332 Main St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-7pm Mon-Thu, to 8pm Fri & Sat, to 6pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g3)


Arguably Vancouver’s coolest record store and certainly the only one named after a much-missed cat… There’s a brilliantly curated collection of new and used vinyl and CDs, and it’s co-owned by musicians; ask them for tips on where to see great local acts such as Loscil and Nick Krgovich or peruse the huge list of shows in the window.





Regional Assembly of TextARTS & CRAFTS

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-877-2247; www.assemblyoftext.com; 3934 Main St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-6pm Mon-Sat, noon-5pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g3)


This ironic antidote to the digital age lures ink-stained locals with its journals, handmade pencil boxes and T-shirts printed with typewriter motifs. Check out the tiny under-the-stairs gallery showcasing global zines and don’t miss the monthly Letter Writing Club (7pm, first Thursday of every month), where you can hammer on vintage typewriters, crafting erudite missives to far-away loved ones.





[image: icon-top-choice]oMountain Equipment Co-OpSPORTS & OUTDOORS

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-872-7858; www.mec.ca; 130 W Broadway; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-7pm Mon-Wed, 10am-9pm Thu & Fri, 9am-6pm Sat, 10am-6pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g9)


Grown hikers weep at the amazing selection of clothing (including lifestyle wear for urban hipsters), kayaks and clever camping gadgets at this cavernous store. You’ll need to be a member to buy, but that costs just $5. At the time of research, a new store was being built at 111 E 2nd Ave to replace this one.





Shipyards Night MarketMARKET

(www.northshoregreenmarket.com; Shipbuilders Sq, North Vancouver; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-10pm Fri May-Sep; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-boatgif]fLonsdale Quay SeaBus)


Muscling in on the region’s summertime night-market scene, North Van’s is a few steps east of Lonsdale Quay. It’s a fun way to spend a balmy Friday evening, with the ocean lapping nearby. Dive into the food trucks (Tacofino recommended), tap your toes to live bands and sip a brew or three in the ever-clamorous beer garden.





Ainsworth Custom DesignARTS & CRAFTS

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-682-8838; www.ainsworthcustomdesign.com; 1243 Cartwright St, Granville Island; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm Mon-Fri, noon-6pm Sat, noon-5pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g50)


Ostensibly a design studio working to commission, its two-story front-of-shop area showcases a kaleidoscopic array of quirky arts and crafts by mostly local artists. It’s an amazing selection, with bright-colored cartoon-monster paintings competing with Mexican wrestler-mask purses for your attention. You’ll also find lots of ideas for furnishing rooms that belong to cool kids who love Roald Dahl.







8Information


ACCESSIBLE TRAVEL

Vancouver is an accessible city. On your arrival at the airport, vehicle-rental agencies can provide prearranged cars with hand controls. Accessible cabs are also widely available at the airport and throughout the city, on request.

All TransLink SkyTrain, SeaBus and transit bus services are wheelchair accessible. Check the TransLink website (www.translink.ca) for a wide range of information on accessible transportation around the region. Head to www.accesstotravel.gc.ca for information and resources on accessible travel across Canada. In addition, download Lonely Planet’s free Accessible Travel guides from http://lptravel.to/AccessibleTravel.

Service dogs may legally be brought into restaurants, hotels and other businesses in Vancouver. Almost all downtown sidewalks have sloping ramps, and most public buildings and attractions are wheelchair accessible. Check the City of Vancouver’s dedicated website (www.vancouver.ca/accessibility) for additional information and resources. Other helpful resources:

CNIB ([image: icon-phonegif]%604-431-2121; www.cnib.ca) Support and services for the visually impaired.

Disability Alliance BC ([image: icon-phonegif]%604-875-0188; www.disabilityalliancebc.org) Programs and support for people with disabilities.

Western Institute for the Deaf & Hard of Hearing ([image: icon-phonegif]%604-736-7391; www.widhh.com) Interpreter services and resources for the hearing impaired.




INTERNET ACCESS

Vancouver hotels routinely provide in-room wi-fi or (less often) high-speed cable internet services. It’s usually free but check with your hotel when booking. The wi-fi icon used throughout the listings in this book indicates where free wi-fi is available. The computer icon shows where computers are offered for guests to use.

Almost all cafes and coffee shops offer free wi-fi; ask at the counter if a password is required. The Vancouver Public Library ([image: icon-phonegif]%604-331-3603; www.vpl.ca; 350 W Georgia St, Downtown; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-9pm Mon-Thu, to 6pm Fri & Sat, 11am-6pm Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-subwaygif]bStadium-Chinatown) also offers free wi-fi and internet-enabled computers. In addition, there are more than 500 free public access wi-fi locations around the city; for information on this network, visit www.vancouver.ca/your-government/vanwifi.

If you don’t have your device with you, check your email for free in the Apple Store in downtown’s Pacific Centre mall.




LGBT TRAVELERS

Vancouver’s LGBT+ scene is part of the city’s culture rather than a subsection of it. The legalization of same-sex marriage here makes it a popular spot for those who want to tie the knot in scenic style. But if you just want to kick back and have a good time, this is also Canada’s top gay-tastic party city.




TOURIST INFORMATION

Tourism Vancouver Visitor Centre ([image: icon-phonegif]%604-683-2000; www.tourismvancouver.com; 200 Burrard St, Downtown; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm; [image: icon-subwaygif]bWaterfront) provides free maps, visitor guides, accommodations and tour bookings, plus brochures on the city and the wider BC region.






8Getting There & Away


AIR

Canada’s second-busiest airport, Vancouver International Airport (YVR; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-207-7077; www.yvr.ca; 3211 Grant McConachie Way; [image: icon-wifigif]W) is 13km south of downtown in Richmond. There are two main terminals – international (including flights to the US) and domestic – just a short indoor stroll apart. A third South Terminal is located a quick drive away; free shuttle-bus links are provided. This terminal services floatplanes, helicopters and smaller aircraft traveling to small communities in BC and beyond. In addition, short-hop floatplane and helicopter services to and from Vancouver Island also depart from the city’s downtown waterfront, near Canada Place.

The main airport has shops, food courts, currency-exchange booths and a tourist information desk. It’s also dotted with handsome indigenous artworks. Baggage carts are free (no deposit required) and there is also free wi-fi.

Keep in mind that Seattle’s Sea-Tac airport is just across the border – it’s about three hours drive away – and can offer additional options on international flights to the Pacific Northwest.





BOAT

BC Ferries ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-386-3431; www.bcferries.com) services arrive at Tsawwassen, an hour south of Vancouver, and at Horseshoe Bay, 30 minutes from downtown in West Vancouver. The company operates one of the world’s largest ferry networks, including some spectacular routes throughout the province.

Main services to Tsawwassen arrive from Vancouver Island’s Swartz Bay, near Victoria, and Duke Point, near Nanaimo. Services also arrive from the Southern Gulf Islands.

Services to Horseshoe Bay arrive from Nanaimo’s Departure Bay. Services also arrive here from Bowen Island and from Langdale on the Sunshine Coast.

To depart Tsawwassen via transit, take bus 620 (adult/child $5.70/3.90) to Bridgeport Station in Richmond and transfer to the Canada Line. It takes about an hour to reach downtown.

From Horseshoe Bay to downtown, take bus 257 (adult/child $4.20/2.90), which is faster than bus 250. It takes about 40 minutes.

V2V Vacations ([image: icon-phonegif]%855-554-4679; www.v2vvacations.com; Vancouver Harbour Flight Centre, 1055 Canada Pl; one-way from $110; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMar-Oct) also operates upmarket walk-on boat services to Vancouver’s downtown waterfront from Victoria’s harborfront (adult/child from $220/110, March to October). Travel time is three to four hours.




BUS

AIntercity nontransit buses trundle into Vancouver’s neon-signed Pacific Central Station. Almost all Greyhound bus services (www.greyhound.com) into Vancouver have been cancelled in recent years; the only remaining route is from Seattle (from $20, four hours). BC Connector (www.bcconnector.com) operates bus services from Kelowna, Kamloops and Whistler as well as Victoria (via BC Ferries). Cross-border services from Bolt Bus (www.boltbus.com) and Quick Shuttle (www.quickcoach.com) also arrive here.

AThe Main St-Science World SkyTrain station is just across the street for connections to downtown and the suburbs.

AThere are car-rental desks in the station and cabs are available just outside.




CAR & MOTORCYCLE

If you’ve rented a car in the US and are driving it into Canada, bring a copy of the rental agreement to save any possible hassles with border officials.

Gas is generally cheaper in the US, so be sure to fill up before you cross into Canada.




TRAIN

Pacific Central Station (1150 Station St, Chinatown; [image: icon-subwaygif]bMain St-Science World) is the city’s main terminus for long-distance trains from across Canada on VIA Rail (www.viarail.com), and from Seattle (just south of the border) and beyond on Amtrak (www.amtrak.com).






8Getting Around


TO/FROM THE AIRPORT

SkyTrain’s 16-station Canada Line (see the route maps at www.translink.ca) operates a rapid-transit train service from the airport to downtown. Trains run every few minutes from early morning until after midnight and take around 25 minutes to reach downtown’s Waterfront Station. The airport station is located just outside, between the domestic and international terminals. Follow the signs from inside either terminal and buy your ticket from the platform vending machines. These accept cash and credit cards – look for green-jacketed Canada Line staff if you’re bleary-eyed and need assistance after your long-haul flight.

Fares from the airport cost between $8 and $10.75, depending on your destination and the time of day.




BICYCLE

AVancouver is a relatively good cycling city, with more than 300km of designated routes crisscrossing the region.

ACyclists can take their bikes for free on SkyTrains, SeaBuses and transit buses, which are all now fitted with bike racks. Cyclists are required by law to wear helmets.


AThere are dedicated bike lanes in the city, and locals and visitors alike can use Mobi ([image: icon-phonegif]%778-655-1800; www.mobibikes.ca), a public bike-share scheme.

ADownload free cycle route maps from the TransLink website (www.translink.ca) or plan your route using https://vancouver.bikerouteplanner.com.

AIf you’re traveling sans bike, you can also rent wheels from businesses around the city, especially on Denman St near Stanley Park – home of Vancouver’s most popular scenic cycling route.




BOAT

Operators offer day passes (adult $16) as well as discounted books of tickets for those making multiple water hops. Single trips cost from $3.50.

Aquabus Ferries ([image: icon-phonegif]%604-689-5858; www.theaquabus.com; adult/child from $3.50/1.75) runs frequent minivessels (some big enough to carry bikes) between the foot of Hornby St and Granville Island. It also services several additional spots along the False Creek waterfront, as far as Science World.

False Creek Ferries ([image: icon-phonegif]%604-684-7781; www.granvilleislandferries.bc.ca; adult/child from $3.50/2.25) operates a similar Granville Island service from Sunset Beach, and has additional ports of call around False Creek.




BUS

AVancouver’s TransLink (www.translink.ca) bus network is extensive. All vehicles are equipped with bike racks and all are wheelchair accessible. Exact change (or more) is required; buses use fare machines and change is not given. Fares cost adult/child $3/1.95 and are valid for up to 90 minutes of transfer travel. While Vancouver’s transit system covers three geographic fare zones, all bus trips are regarded as one-zone fares.

ABus services operate from early morning to after midnight in central areas. There is also an additional 12-route NightBus system that runs from 2am. Look for NightBus signs at designated stops.




TRAIN

ATransLink’s SkyTrain rapid-transit network is a great way to move around the region, especially beyond the city center. A new route to the UBC campus is expected to open in the coming years.

ACompass tickets for SkyTrain trips can be purchased from station vending machines (change is given; machines also accept debit and credit cards) prior to boarding.

ASkyTrain journeys cost $3 to $5.75 (plus $5 more if you’re traveling from the airport), depending on how far you are journeying.








WHISTLER & THE SUNSHINE COAST


Whistler

[image: icon-phonegif]%604, 787 / POP 11,800

Named for the furry marmots that populate the area and whistle like deflating balloons, this gabled alpine village and 2010 Olympics venue is one of the world’s largest, best-equipped and most popular ski resorts. Colonizing two mountains – Whistler and Blackcomb – and lying a mere 90 minutes north of Vancouver, the Village, which dates from the late 1970s, is a poster child for attractive design with nary an ugly building or piece of litter to pierce the natural beauty. Skiing may be Whistler’s raison d’être, but these days summer visitors with their BMXs and SUPs outnumber their ski-season equivalents. Adding more diversity, the resort has recently developed an art scene worthy of a small European city. The caveat? Whistler is busy (2.3 million visitors a year) and expensive. For a quieter, more economical experience, be selective with your dates.


1Sights


[image: icon-top-choice]oAudain Art MuseumGALLERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-962-0413; www.audainartmuseum.com; 4350 Blackcomb Way; adult/child $18/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm, to 9pm Fri, closed Tue)


The opening of the Audain in 2016 elevated Whistler from ‘world-class ski resort’ to ‘world-class ski resort with serious art credentials’. With two-dozen works by iconic painter Emily Carr, a priceless collection of indigenous masks, and sparkling photoconceptualist images by Jeff Wall, Rodney Graham et al, this is no rainy-day filler. BC artists take center stage. Alongside Carr you’ll spot material from the ‘Group of Seven’ modernists, plus works by contemporary First Nations artists like Robert Davidson.





Whistler Museum & ArchivesMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-932-2019; www.whistlermuseum.org; 4333 Main St; suggested donation $5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-5pm, to 9pm Thu)


Tucked into an anonymous green shed behind the library building, this great little museum traces Whistler development from 1970s hippy hangout to 21st-century resort. The story is as compelling as it is short, speckled with interesting exhibits such as the original 1965 ski-lift gondola. Don’t leave without digesting the story of the infamous 1973 ‘Toad Hall’ photo.





Squamish Lil’wat Cultural CentreMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-964-0990; www.slcc.ca; 4584 Blackcomb Way; adult/child $18/5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9:30am-5pm Apr-Sep, 10am-5pm Tue-Sun Oct-Mar)


This handsome, wood-beamed facility showcases two quite different First Nations groups – the Lil’wat and the Squamish – who have inhabited this region for eons. Take a tour for the vital context behind the museumlike exhibits and keep your eyes open for on-site artist demonstrations during the summer, when there are also Tuesday-night barbecue dinners. There’s also an on-site cafe serving bannock tacos.





Cloudraker SkybridgeBRIDGE

The newest attraction on Whistler Mountain is this 130m-long suspension bridge with a see-through base that connects the top of Whistler Peak with the Raven’s Eye viewing platform on the West Ridge. Opened in summer 2018, the bridge is accessed by hiking downhill for 15 minutes from the Roundhouse Lodge and then taking the Peak Empress chairlift to the top of Whistler Mountain. If you are a vertigo sufferer, bear in mind that both chairlift and suspension bridge are mildly exposed.




SNOW SPORTS AT WHISTLER


Skiing & Snowboarding

When it comes to winter sports, the Whistler-Blackcomb ([image: icon-phonegif]%604-967-8950; www.whistlerblackcomb.com; day-pass adult/child $178/89) sister mountains have few equals – in the world! Even locals who have skied here for years still occasionally root out new trails. There’s no need to lug your own gear here, though, as you can rent online ([image: icon-phonegif]%604-967-8950; www.whistlerblackcomb.com/rentals; skis & boots per day $62; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-6pm) and pick up from one of several locations on arrival.

The two mountains were combined into one resort in 1997 and linked by a peak-to-peak gondola in 2008, meaning you no longer have to return to the village to switch peaks. Whistler Mountain can also be accessed from a base-station at Creekside, 4km south of the main village.

Both mountains are equitable in terms of skiability. Blackcomb has a greater vertical drop, steeper runs and the best on-mountain dining in the shape of Christine’s ([image: icon-phonegif]%604-938-7437; Rendezvous Lodge; mains $26-34; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-3pm). Whistler has more skiable hectares, a sunnier aspect (especially in the mornings) and is better for beginners. Blackcomb Mountain stays open for summer skiing on the Horstman glacier until mid-July.




Cross-Country Skiing & Snowshoeing

Whistler has 120km of cross-country skiing trails spread over two areas: Lost Lake Park, a short walk from the Village, and the interlinked Olympic Park–Callaghan Country network, 25km by road to the west. Both areas offer groomed trails appropriate for classic and skate skiing and are graded easy (green) to advanced (black). Lost Lake is a pretty but relatively benign area with placid vistas and 30km of trails that partially utilize the snowed-in Chateau Whistler golf course. The Olympic Park has more technical terrain including the Nordic and Biathlon Olympic courses. The adjacent Callaghan Valley has a wilder flavor, including an opportunity to ski to the backcountry Journeyman Lodge, where you can dine and/or spend the night.







2Activities


Whistler Olympic ParkSNOW SPORTS

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-964-0060; www.whistlersportlegacies.com; 5 Callaghan Valley Rd; trail pass skiing/snowshoeing $28/17; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-4:30pm mid-Dec–late Mar)


Just 25km southwest of the village via Hwy 99, the pristine, snow-swathed Callaghan Valley hosted several 2010 Olympic Nordic events. There are essentially two cross-country skiing areas here: the Whistler Olympic Park (where you can sample the Nordic and biathlon courses) and Ski Callaghan, which predates it. One pass covers both.





Whistler Mountain Bike ParkMOUNTAIN BIKING

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-967-8950; http://bike.whistlerblackcomb.com; half-day lift ticket adult/child $59/32; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMay-Oct)


Colonizing the melted ski slopes in summer and accessed via lifts at the village’s south end, this park offers barreling downhill runs and an orgy of jumps and bridges twisting through well-maintained forested trails. Luckily, you don’t have to be a bike courier to stand the knee-buckling pace: easier routes are marked in green, while blue intermediate trails and black-diamond advanced paths are also offered. BYO bike, or hire from Summit Sport ([image: icon-phonegif]%604-932-9225; www.summitsport.com; 4293 Mountain Sq; downhill/trail per day $150/80; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-8:30pm).





Lost LakeSNOW SPORTS

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-905-0071; www.crosscountryconnection.ca; day pass adult/child $22/11; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-8pm mid-Dec–Mar)


Walking distance from the village, Lost Lake is the hub for 30km of wooded cross-country ski trails in the winter, most of them relatively easy. Approximately 4km of the trail around the lake is lit for additional nighttime skiing. The nexus and place to get kitted out is the PassivHaus.





WORTH A TRIP

DETOUR TO COWBOY COUNTRY

If you’re craving an alternative to tourist-heavy Whistler Village (but you don’t want to head into the wilderness like Grizzly Adams on a day out), head for Pemberton – the next community north along Hwy 99. Founded as a farming and cowboy town, it still has a distant-outpost feel, with enough to keep you occupied for a half-day. The 99 Pemberton Commuter transit bus runs here from Whistler ($4.50, 30 minutes, four times daily), but a car will enable you to explore much more effectively. Plan ahead via www.tourismpemberton.com.

Start with coffee and a giant cinnamon bun at the woodsy little Blackbird Bakery ([image: icon-phonegif]%604-894-6226; www.blackbirdbread.com; 7424 Frontier St; baked goods & sandwiches $3-8; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-8pm, from 7am Sun) in the former train station, then walk over to Pemberton Museum ([image: icon-phonegif]%604-894-5504; www.pembertonmuseum.org; 7455 Prospect St; by donation; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm May-Oct) for the lowdown on how this quirky little town started. Ask them about the Pemberton mascot, a neckerchief-wearing potato dressed like a cowboy.

Next, head over to Pemberton Distillery ([image: icon-phonegif]%604-894-0222; www.pembertondistillery.ca; 1954 Venture Pl; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-5pm Wed & Thu, to 6pm Fri & Sat Jun-early Sep, reduced hours rest of year). A pioneer of BC’s latter-day artisan booze movement, it has tours and a tasting room. And while it started with silky potato vodka, it has expanded production to include top-selling gin and a seductive whiskey and wild-honey liqueur. Next – with designated driver at the wheel – trundle 20 minutes out of town and uphill to Joffre Lakes. There’s a lovely two-hour hike from the trailhead here or you can just snap some glacier photos from the parking lot.

Finally, when dinner beckons, weave back into town and find a table at the rustic, red-walled Pony ([image: icon-phonegif]%604-894-5700; www.theponyrestaurant.ca; 1392 Portage Rd; mains $22-38; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6:30am-late; [image: icon-veggif]v). The town’s main dining hangout, it serves an elevated comfort-food menu (pizzas recommended) and some choice BC craft beers.






4Sleeping


HI Whistler HostelHOSTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-962-0025; www.hihostels.ca/whistler; 1035 Legacy Way; dm/r $43/120; [image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Built as athlete accommodation for the 2010 Winter Olympics, this sparkling hostel is 7km south of the village, near Function Junction. Transit buses to/from town stop right outside. Book ahead for private rooms (with private baths and TVs) or save by staying in a small dorm. Eschewing the sometimes institutionalized HI hostel feel, this one has IKEA-style furnishings, art-lined walls and a licensed cafe.





Pangea Pod HotelHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-962-1011; www.pangeapod.com; 4333 Sunrise Alley; pods from $140; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Posing as a smarter, more private version of a hostel, Canada’s first capsule hotel is based on the Japanese model, offering bed-sized ‘pods’ equipped with double futons, privacy curtains, individual air-con units, reading lights, lockers and mirrors. Colorfully tiled showers, powder rooms and loos are shared, but kept scrupulously clean.





Adara HotelBOUTIQUE HOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-905-4009; www.adarahotel.com; 4122 Village Green; r from $219; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s[image: icon-petgif]#)


Unlike all those lodges now claiming to be boutique hotels, the sophisticated and blissfully affordable Adara is the real deal. With warm wood furnishings studded with orange exclamation marks, the rooms offer spa-like baths, cool aesthetics and ‘floating’ fireplaces that look like TVs. Boutique extras include fresh cookies and in-room boot dryers. Prices dip significantly in shoulder season.





[image: icon-top-choice]oNita Lake LodgeBOUTIQUE HOTEL$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-966-5700; www.nitalakelodge.com; 2135 Lake Placid Rd; d $289; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Adjoining the handsome Creekside railway station, this chic timber-framed lodge offers ‘suites’ rather than mere rooms, the smallest of which is an ample 45 sq meters. Hugging the lakeside, the swankier suites feature individual patios, rock fireplaces and baths with heated floors and large tubs; some also have handy kitchens.





Whistler Village Inn & SuitesHOTEL$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-932-4004; www.whistlervillageinnandsuites.com; 4429 Sundial Pl; d $299; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s[image: icon-petgif]#)


Located in the heart of the village action, just a few steps from the Whistler Village gondola, this comfy 1980s-stye hotel has been renovated in recent years and now offers a wide range of accommodation options. The studios and standard rooms are fine, but the loft suites are the way to go with their contemporary furnishings and handy kitchenettes.







5Eating


[image: icon-top-choice]oPurebreadBAKERY$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-962-1182; www.purebread.ca; 4338 Main St; baked goods $3-6; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-6pm)


Imagine the best bakery you’ve ever visited, elevate the quality by the power of 10 and you might just get Purebread. Founded as a pinprick-sized business in Whistler’s Function Junction business park in 2010, this slice of baking heaven has since expanded to fill this larger cafe in the central village.





Peaked PiesAUSTRALIAN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-962-4115; www.peakedpies.com; 4369 Main St; pies $7-9; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-9pm)


Whistler’s contingent of seasonal Aussie workers didn’t just import their antipodean accents. Fortunately for us, they also brought their food – fresh, flaky and generously filled pies such as butter chicken or pepper steak which can also be enjoyed ‘peaked,’ ie topped with mashed potato, mushy peas and gravy. If you’re having a sweet day, go for the apple crumble or mixed berry.





[image: icon-top-choice]oHunter GatherCANADIAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-966-2372; www.huntergatherwhistler.com; 4368 Main St; mains $15-29; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-10pm)


A noisy but cheerful emporium of local food, this new place has quickly become known for its smoked meats (the ‘hunter’ part) and local veg (the ‘gather’ part). Relish the beef brisket (smoked for 18 hours) and the golden-brown Pemberton potatoes, pan-fried to a state of crispy deliciousness. Punters must order and pay up-front and then grab a pew.





Red Door BistroFRENCH$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-962-6262; www.reddoorbistro.ca; 2129 Lake Placid Rd; mains $26-43; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-10pm)


As soon as you know you’re coming to Whistler, call for a reservation at this hot little Creekside eatery, largely a local residents’ domain. Taking a French-bistro approach to fine, mostly West Coast ingredients means juniper-rubbed elk with mint pesto, or a seafood bouillabaisse – the menu is a changeable feast (check the blackboard). Food presentation is artistic and the service is spot on.







6Drinking & Nightlife


Garibaldi Lift CompanyPUB

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-905-2220; 4165 Springs Lane; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-1am)


The closest bar to the slopes. You can smell the sweat of the skiers (or mountain bikers) hurtling past the patio at this cavernous bar that’s known by every local as the GLC. The furnishings have the scuffs and dings of a well-worn pub, and the best time to come is when DJs or bands turn the place into a clubbish mosh pit.





Black’s Restaurant & PubPUB

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-932-6945; www.blackspub.com; 4270 Mountain Sq; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-11pm)


Across from the Whistler Village gondola base, this traditional-look restaurant (with a pasta and pizza menu) has a pub in its upper levels that’s a bit quieter and cozier than the other beer ’n’ nachos places hereabouts. Among the alcoholic beverages, there are plenty of impressive whiskeys and some good BC drafts including Whistler Chestnut Ale served in big mugs.





Dubh Linn GatePUB

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-905-4047; www.dubhlinngate.com; 4320 Sundial Cres; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-1am, from 7am Sat & Sun)


Arguably the best pub at the bottom of the Whistler Village gondola (after all, it’s Irish), this dark-wood-lined joint would feel just like an authentic Galway watering hole if not for the alfresco firepits and dudes wielding snowboards. Tuck yourself into a shady corner table inside and revive yourself with a stout – there’s Guinness as well as Murphy’s.







8Information

Whistler Visitors Centre ([image: icon-phonegif]%604-935-3357; www.whistler.com; 4230 Gateway Dr; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-8pm, to 10pm Thu-Sat Jun-Aug, reduced hours Sep-May) Flyer-lined visitor center with friendly staff right next to the bus station.


Check out Whistler Insider Blog (www.whistler.com/blog) for more info.




8Getting There & Away

While most visitors arrive by car from Vancouver via Hwy 99, there are several economical buses from Vancouver, including the following:

Skylynx (www.yvrskylynx.com) offers seven services a day between Vancouver Airport and Whistler Village (from $58.50, three hours). Buses are modern with seatbelts, toilets and wi-fi, and drivers are congenial and safe. En route, the bus stops at the Hyatt Hotel in Downtown Vancouver and, by request, at Whistler Creekside. Book online.

Snowbus (www.snowbus.com) runs two buses a day from YVR Airport ($40) via Vancovuer’s Hyatt Hotel to Whistler, including a crack-of-dawn service that gets you to the slopes before 8am. Winter only.

Buses pull into the village’s outdoor Bus Loop next to the Whistler Visitors Centre.




8Getting Around

The pedestrian-only Village is designed for strolling, while the wider Whistler area is interconnected by the Valley Trail, a paved cycling and walking path.

Whistler Transit System (www.bctransit.com/whistler; Gondola Transit Exchange) buses (single fare/one-day pass $2.50/7) are equipped with ski and bike racks. Bus 20 serves the HI Whistler Hostel, Function Junction and Creekside. Bus 99 is a commuter service connecting to Pemberton ($4.50, 30 minutes).

Most buses stop at the Gondola Transit Exchange just off Blackcomb Way.












Sunshine Coast

Fringing the forested coastline for 139km from Langdale in the south to Lund in the north, the Sunshine Coast – separated from the Lower Mainland by the Coast Mountains and the Strait of Georgia – has an independent, island-like mentality that belies the fact it’s just a short hop by ferry or plane from Metro Vancouver. Hwy 101 handily strings together the key communities of Gibsons, Roberts Creek, Sechelt and Powell River, making this an easy and leisurely region to explore. Popular with hikers, kayakers and mountain bikers, it also has a small-scale arts scene.


8Information

Peruse the website of Sunshine Coast Tourism ([image: icon-phonegif]%604-740-6170; www.sunshinecoastcanada.com) for information and pick up the Recreation Map & Activity Guide – available in upper and lower region versions – for outdoors suggestions throughout the area.




8Getting There & Away

With road access cut off by tall mountains, the Sunshine Coast is only accessible by air or sea.

BC Ferries (www.bcferries.com) arrive on the Sunshine Coast from West Vancouver’s Horseshoe Bay at Langdale, 6km northeast of Gibsons (passenger/vehicle $14/46, 40 minutes, nine daily). It’s also possible to catch a ferry from Comox on Vancouver Island to Powell River.

Harbour Air (map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-885-2111; www.harbourair.com) flies between downtown Vancouver and Sechelt.




8Getting Around

Sunshine Coast Regional Transit System (www.busonline.ca) buses run from the ferry terminal into Gibsons, Roberts Creek, Sechelt and Halfmoon Bay ($2).




Gibsons

[image: icon-phonegif]%604 / POP 4600

If you’re arriving on the Sunshine Coast via BC Ferries from Horseshoe Bay, your first port of call after docking in Langdale and driving or busing into town will be the pretty waterfront strip called Gibsons Landing. A rainbow of painted wooden buildings overlooking the marina, its streets are lined with browsable boutiques and eclectic eateries while its wharf is a summer-hugging promenade for languid boat watching.

Transformation is coming to the Gibsons Landing waterfront in the form of a controversial new harbor complex consisting of a hotel, luxury condos and a conference center. Despite initial approval, the project stalled in 2018 due to environmental concerns and has yet to reach fruition. Drop in to the visitor center ([image: icon-phonegif]%604-886-2374; www.gibsonsvisitorinfo.com; 417 Marine Dr; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Wed-Sun) for the latest news.


1Sights


Gibsons Public Art GalleryGALLERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-886-0531; www.gpag.ca; 431 Marine Dr; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-4pm Jun-Aug, Thu-Mon only Sep-May) [image: icon-free]F


A delightful little gallery with a firm focus on showcasing Sunshine Coast works, from painting to sculpture and fiber art. The diverse roster of shows changes every month – opening nights are a good time to meet creative Gibsonites – and this is also a great spot to buy locally produced artworks at reasonable prices. If you’re here in August, check out the town’s Art Stroll event, which includes this and other galleries and stores.







TTours


Talaysay ToursTOURS

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-628-8555; www.talaysay.com; Porpoise Bay Provincial Park; tours $199; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMay-Sep)


For a First Nations take on the Salish Sea and the Pacific Northwest region, take a boat trip around the islands and channels of Howe Sound. Four-hour boat trips depart from Gibsons and are led by an indigenous guide who points out the flora, fauna and fascinating cultural history of the area.







4Sleeping


Arcturus Retreat Bed & BreakfastB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-886-1940; www.arcturusretreat.ca; 160 Pike Rd; d from $160; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


Well located just up the hill from the Langdale ferry dock, this is one of the most convenient places to stay in Gibsons – no car required (they’ll pick you up from the ferry). The homely quarters and warm welcome add to the appeal and the owners are also full of suggestions for what to do on the Sunshine Coast.





Bonniebrook LodgeHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-886-2887; www.bonniebrook.com; 1532 Ocean Beach Esplanade; d from $249; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


A handsome, wood-built retreat constructed in 1929 but luxuriously updated, this historic charmer occupies a tranquil waterfront stretch that feels like a million miles from any city. All the rooms are delightfully sumptuous with fireplaces and hot tubs, but if you pay extra for one of the two top-floor penthouse suites, you’ll have your own balcony overlooking the ocean.







5Eating & Drinking


Smitty’s Oyster HouseSEAFOOD$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-886-4665; www.smittysoysterhouse.com; 643 School Rd Wharf; mains $18-29; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-late Tue-Sat, to 8pm Sun, reduced hours in winter)


The best spot for seafood in Gibsons (especially if you snag a seat at the communal long table alongside the marina boardwalk), Smitty’s sparked a renaissance in local dining when it opened a few years back. It’s as popular as ever, especially on summer evenings when this is the perfect place to scoff a pile of fresh-shucked bivalves.





Drift Cafe & BistroBISTRO$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-886-5858; www.drift-gibsons.ca; 546 Gibsons Way; mains $19-28; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-2pm & 5-9pm Fri-Tue)


Residing in a cute little cottage no larger than a two-car garage, Drift (formerly Nova Kitchen) continues to impress, serving everything from egg-and-bacon breakfasts to sweet seared scallops with bacon risotto. On warm days, the deck overlooking the water practically doubles the restaurant’s size and is a great spot to enjoy a Persephone beer with your gourmet grub.





[image: icon-top-choice]oPersephone Brewing CompanyBREWERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%778-462-3007; www.persephonebrewing.com; 1053 Stewart Rd; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-9pm late May-early Sep, 11am-7pm early Sep-late May)


Welcome to one of Canada’s only farm-to-barrel microbreweries. Among numerous sustainable practices, Persephone grows its own hops at an on-site 11-acre farm and harvests them specifically for its home-brewed beer. Try them in a pint of crisp Coast Life Lager in the brewery’s big red barn of a tasting room or add a sample to your four-taster flight.







8Getting There & Away

BC Ferries (www.bcferries.com) arrive at Langdale, 6km northeast of Gibsons, from West Vancouver’s Horseshoe Bay (passenger/vehicle $14/46, 40 minutes, nine daily).

Sunshine Coast Regional Transit System (www.busonline.ca) buses arrive in Gibsons from the Langdale ferry terminal and other Sunshine Coast communities (one way/day pass $2/5).






Powell River

[image: icon-phonegif]%604 / POP 13,100

The last significant settlement as you head north on the Sunshine Coast retains an idiosyncratic end-of-the-road flavor. Surrounded by mossy rainforest and lapped by the sheltered waters of Malaspina Strait, Powell River’s prettiness is tempered by the presence of a smoke-belching paper factory and a harbor full of permanently barking sea lions. On the waterfront, a fleet of 10 concrete ships dating from the 1940s acts as an improvised breakwater. Anyone familiar with the offbeat, surreal world of 1990s TV series Twin Peaks will feel instantly at home.

There are two main hubs in Powell River: the ‘new town’ (Westview) where you disembark from the ferry and the best restaurants are located, and the Powell River Historic District consisting of a small assemblage of heritage buildings gathered incongruously around the paper mill and embellished by a brewpub and Canada’s oldest continuously operating cinema. It’s a 5km walk/drive between the two.


WORTH A TRIP

SECHELT

Not quite as alluring as Gibsons, Roberts Creek or Powell River, Sechelt is nevertheless a good stop-off on your Sunshine Coast jaunt: there are several places to fuel up (both your car and your body) plus access to some cool outdoor activities – kayaking and off-road cycling are particularly well-represented.

Fir- and cedar-forested Porpoise Bay Provincial Park, 4km north of Sechelt along East Porpoise Bay Rd, has a good kayak launch site and a sandy beach. There are trails throughout the park and a large campground (www.discovercamping.ca; campsites $29) with handy hot showers.

Pedals & Paddles ([image: icon-phonegif]%604-885-6440; www.pedalspaddles.com; 7425 Sechelt Inlet Rd; rentals per 2/24hr $34/80) organizes kayak rentals and can also take you on kayak, Zodiac or SUP tours of the inlet’s wonderfully tranquil waters.

Regular Sunshine Coast Regional Transit System (www.busonline.ca) buses arrive in Sechelt from the Langdale ferry terminal and other Sunshine Coast communities ($2). Harbour Air flies floatplanes from Vancouver twice a day ($118, 20 minutes).




2Activities


Powell River Sea KayakKAYAKING

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-483-2160; www.bcseakayak.com; 10676 Crowther Rd; rental per 3/8hr $50/65)


Arguably the best way to view the natural splendors of this region is from the water. And if you’ve already done the ferry, it’s time for some quality kayak time. Book a rental via these guys and explore around Cortes Island, Savary Island or up to Lund. Or let someone else do the navigating on a guided tour.







4Sleeping


Old Courthouse InnHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-483-4000; www.oldcourthouseinn.ca; 6243 Walnut St; s/d from $119/139; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


A wonderful slice of yesteryear or an old-fashioned over-cluttered inn, depending on your penchant for antiques, this mock-Tudor hotel keeps one foot in the past, reliving its glory days as the town courthouse. The eight rooms retain the feel of the 1940s, but with modern amenities (wi-fi, TVs) thrown in, and a generous hot breakfast is included in the on-site cafe.







5Eating & Drinking


Coastal CookeryBISTRO$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-485-5568; www.coastalcookery.com; 4553 Marine Ave; mains $12-28; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-late)


This casual dining favorite has the town’s best patio plus a great menu of tweaked classics and seasonal specials – with a strong focus on BC ingredients. If Salt Spring mussels are on the menu, order them immediately or just dive headfirst into the chicken-and-waffle sandwich (especially if you have a marathon to run).





[image: icon-top-choice]oTownsite BrewingBREWERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-483-2111; www.townsitebrewing.com; 5824 Ash Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm)


An elder statesman of BC’s craft beer scene (which means it’s more than five years old), this brilliant, Belgian-focused brewery occupies a heritage post office building. Take a free 3pm tour on Saturdays or sidle up to the tasting bar for a sip or three of Tinhat, Zunga or the only-available-here Suncoast Pale Ale. A four-glass tasting flight costs $8.







8Getting There & Away


AIR

Pacific Coastal Airlines (www.pacificcoastal.com) flies into Powell River from the South Terminal of Vancouver International Airport between three and five times daily (from $145, 35 minutes).




BOAT

If you’re driving here from the lower Sunshine Coast, you’ll hop the BC Ferries (www.bcferries.com) service between Earls Cove and Saltery Bay en route (passenger/vehicle $14/45, 50 minutes, up to seven daily). From there, it’s a 40-minute drive to Powell River. The company also operates Powell River services to and from Texada Island (passenger/vehicle $10/23, 35 minutes, up to nine daily) and Vancouver Island’s Comox (passenger/vehicle $14/42, 90 minutes, up to five daily). Powell River’s ferry terminal is in Westview.








Roberts Creek

[image: icon-phonegif]%604 / POP 1870

Just off Hwy 101 via Roberts Creek Rd, the funky ‘downtown’ here looks like a little hobbit community, if hobbits had gone through a hippie phase. Poke around the wood-built, shack-like stores and eateries and then wander downhill to the beach, checking out the huge, ever-changing Community Mandala painted on the ground.


4Sleeping & Eating


Up the Creek Backpackers B&BHOSTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-837-5943; www.upthecreek.ca; 1261 Roberts Creek Rd; dm/r $28/84; [image: icon-wifigif]W) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Run by a round-the-world cyclist, Up the Creek has incorporated all the best facets of a classic hostel: a place where you can relax but still meet people and feel at home. Take your pick from small dorms, private rooms aimed at couples and families, a back-garden cabin or you can pitch a tent in the grounds ($15).





Shades of Jade Inn & SpaB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-885-3211; www.shadesofjade.ca; 1489 Henderson Rd; d from $199; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


Aimed at tranquility-craving adults, this luxe two-unit B&B – with its Asian–West Coast decor – couldn’t be more relaxing. Each spacious room (including the Tall Cedars Suite with its secluded deck) is equipped with a kitchen and steam shower while there’s an outdoor hot tub plus on-site spa treatments to provide you with multiple reasons to never leave.





Gumboot RestaurantCANADIAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%604-885-4216; www.gumbootrestaurant.com; 1041 Roberts Creek Rd; mains $14-27; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-8:30pm Mon-Thu, 9am-9pm Fri & Sat, 9am-8:30pm Sun; [image: icon-veggif]v) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Talk about a West Coast classic! This delightful bistro (with gorgeous garden patio) combines an old-school welcome with a lovingly prepared menu backed up by Sunshine Coast beers and Vancouver Island wines. Eye-catching dishes include curried pierogi (dumplings), boo-tine (like poutine, but with gnocchi rather than fries) and the Korean-style chicken wings.







8Getting There & Away

Regular Sunshine Coast Regional Transit System (www.busonline.ca) buses run from the ferry terminal at Langdale into Roberts Creek and beyond ($2).










VANCOUVER ISLAND

Vancouver Island is studded with colorful, quirky communities, many founded on logging or fishing and featuring the word ‘Port’ in their names.

Locals are a friendly bunch, proud of their region and its distinct differences. The island is the largest populated landmass between western North America and New Zealand – around 500km long and 100km wide – and hosts a broad range of attractions, experiences and activities that feel many miles from the bustle of mainland Vancouver.

While the history-wrapped BC capital Victoria is the arrival point for many, it shouldn’t be the only place you visit here. (And, to make a good impression, don’t mistakenly refer to the place as ‘Victoria Island.’) Food and wine fans will love the Cowichan Valley farm region; outdoor-activity enthusiasts shouldn’t miss the surf-loving, wild West Coast radiating from Tofino; and visitors venturing north will find an uncrowded region of independent communities fringed by rugged wilderness.

[image: 26-vancouver-island-pnw8-jpg]


Victoria

[image: icon-phonegif]%250 / POP 88,000

Double-decker buses, afternoon tea, homes that look like castles, and pubs with names like the Sticky Wicket and the Penny Farthing… Victoria has long traded on its British affiliations. But while the fish-and-chips remain first class and summer cricket games still enliven Beacon Hill Park, the days when Victoria was more British than Britain are long gone. In Victoria 2.0, the food culture embraces fusion, the beer leans toward craft brews and the abundance of bicycles has more in common with Holland than England.

Compared to the glassy skyscrapers of Vancouver, Victoria is more laid back and low rise. On balmy summer days, a distinct holiday atmosphere takes over as people pile off the ferries to escape the mayhem of the mainland and forget work. Sure, Victoria might have become trendier and more sophisticated in recent years but, in pace and essence, it remains comfortingly old fashioned.

[image: 26-victoria-pnw8-jpg]


Victoria
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1Sights & Activities


[image: icon-top-choice]oCraigdarroch CastleMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-592-5323; www.thecastle.ca; 1050 Joan Cres; adult/child $14.60/5.10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-7pm mid-Jun–early Sep, 10am-4:30pm early Sep–mid-Jun; [image: icon-parkgif]p; [image: icon-busgif]g14)


More ostentatious country mansion than fortified castle, Craigdarroch, with its turrets, stained-glass windows and palatial interior, looks like it might have been teleported over from the Scottish Highlands. Beautifully preserved by a local historical society, the interior is filled with rich period detail and notable for its spectacular wood-paneled staircase that ascends from the entry vestibule. You’ll need at least an hour to admire the four floors of rooms, including a dining room, smoking room, billiard room and dance hall.





[image: icon-top-choice]oRoyal BC MuseumMUSEUM

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%250-356-7226; www.royalbcmuseum.bc.ca; 675 Belleville St; adult/child $17/11, incl IMAX $26.95/21.25; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm daily, to 10pm Fri & Sat mid-May–Sep; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g70)


Arguably the finest museum in British Columbia and carrier of a ‘royal’ prefix since 1987, Victoria’s flagship sight mixes the cream of BC’s provincial exhibits with a revolving lineup of world-class temporary exhibitions. Adding value is an IMAX Theatre (map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%250-480-4887; www.imaxvictoria.com; tickets $11.95) and a small park replete with indigenous and early pioneer history. Permanent fixtures inside the museum are split into natural history (2nd floor) and human history (3rd floor). Both focus almost exclusively on BC.





Miniature WorldMUSEUM

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%250-385-9731; www.miniatureworld.com; 649 Humboldt St; adult/child $16/8; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-9pm mid-May–mid-Sep, to 5pm mid-Sep–mid-May; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g70)


Tucked along the side of the Fairmont Empress Hotel, this huge collection of skillfully crafted models depicting important battles, historic towns and popular stories is far more fascinating than it sounds. Lined with dozens of diminutive diorama scenes, divided into themes ranging from Camelot to space and from fairyland to Olde England, it has plenty of push-button action, several trundling trains and the chance to see yourself on a miniature movie-theater screen. An immaculately maintained reminder of innocent yesteryear attractions.





Victoria Bug ZooZOO

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%250-384-2847; www.victoriabugzoo.com; 631 Courtney St; adult/child $12/8; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Mon-Fri, to 6pm Sat & Sun, reduced hours Sep-May; [image: icon-familygif]c; [image: icon-busgif]g70)


It’s not big, nor are its resident critters (although some of them are alarmingly colossal by insect standards); however, this diminutive indoor ‘zoo’ is a small marvel thanks to the enthusiasm and knowledge of its guides. Atlas beetles, dragon-headed crickets and thorny devils are all explained, admired and – on occasion – lifted out of their tanks to be handed around for closer inspection. Children are the main audience, but this is a hugely entertaining and educational experience on any level.





[image: icon-top-choice]oGalloping Goose TrailCYCLING

Victoria’s best-loved trail follows the grade of an old railway line and is named for an erstwhile train carriage that rattled through these parts in the early 20th century. As a result, the trail is flat, passable on a hybrid bike, and flecked with remnants of Vancouver Island’s pioneering railroad history, including several trestles and a smattering of explanatory boards.






TTours


[image: icon-top-choice]oPedalerCYCLING

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%778-265-7433; www.thepedaler.ca; 321 Belleville St; tours from $50, rentals per day $30; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm, reduced hours Nov–mid-Mar)


Pedaler offers bike rentals and several guided two-wheeled tours around the city, including the ‘Hoppy Hour Ride’ with its craft-beer-sampling focus. Get kitted out with a sturdy hybrid at the office in the ‘olde’ Huntingdon Manor building and go explore the Galloping Goose Trail. Helmets, locks and rain ponchos are thrown in.





Eagle Wing ToursWHALE-WATCHING

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-384-8008; www.eaglewingtours.ca; 12 Erie St, Fisherman’s Wharf; adult/child from $115/75; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMar-Oct)


Popular and long-established operator of whale-watching boat tours.





Harbour AirSCENIC FLIGHTS

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-384-2215; www.harbourair.com; 950 Wharf St; tours from $119)


For a bird’s-eye Victoria view, these floatplane tours from the Inner Harbour are fab, especially when they dive-bomb the water on landing.





Architectural Institute of BCWALKING

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%ext 325 604-683-8588; www.aibc.ca; tours $10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am & 1pm Tue-Sun Jul & Aug)


The institute puts on three great-value history- and building-themed walking tours, covering Chinatown, the James Bay residential district and the little-touched-upon history of the now demolished Fort Victoria. All tours start at the downtown visitor center.







4Sleeping

From heritage B&Bs to cool boutiques and swanky high-end options, Victoria is stuffed with accommodations for all budgets. Off-season sees great deals. Tourism Victoria’s room-reservation service ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-663-3883, 250-953-2033; www.tourismvictoria.com/hotels) can show you what’s available. Keep in mind that most downtown accommodations also charge for parking.


[image: icon-top-choice]oOcean Island InnHOSTEL$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%250-385-1789; www.oceanisland.com; 791 Pandora Ave; dm/d from $36/56; [image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g70)


The kind of hostel that’ll make you want to become a backpacker (again), the Ocean is a fabulous blitz of sharp color accents, global travel memorabilia and more handy extras than a deluxe five-star hotel. Bank on free breakfast (including waffles!), free dinner, a free nightly drink, free bag storage (handy for the West Coast Trail) and free friendly advice.





Hotel ZedMOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-388-4345; www.hotelzed.com; 3110 Douglas St; d from $209; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s[image: icon-petgif]#; [image: icon-busgif]g70)


If you like an accommodations that – in its own words – likes to ‘rebel against the ordinary’ then you’ll love the Zed, an eccentric motel that has been given a tongue-in-cheek retro makeover, complete with rainbow paintwork and free VW-van rides to downtown (a 20-minute walk away). The rooms are also fun: 1970s phones, bathroom comic books and brightly painted walls.





Abbeymoore Manor B&B InnB&B$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-370-1470; www.abbeymoore.com; 1470 Rockland Ave; d from $239; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g14)


A Victoria B&B worthy of Queen Victoria, the Abbeymoore has a decidedly posh address and was designed in the arts-and-crafts style in 1912. Seven deluxe rooms mix period details with satisfying modern touches in a way that is grand rather than kitschy. Hot breakfasts are equally creative and you’re never far from a complimentary coffee and cookie.





Swans Suite HotelBOUTIQUE HOTEL$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%250-361-3310; www.swanshotel.com; 506 Pandora Ave; ste $195; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#; [image: icon-busgif]g70)


This former brick-built warehouse has been transformed into an art-lined boutique hotel. Most rooms are spacious loft suites where you climb upstairs to bed down in a gabled nook, and each is decorated with a comfy combination of wood beams, rustic-chic furniture and deep leather sofas. The full kitchens are handy but there’s also a brewpub downstairs for liquid sustenance.





[image: icon-top-choice]oAbigail’s HotelB&B$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%250-388-5363; www.abigailshotel.com; 906 McClure St; d from $249; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g7)


A boutique hotel with the ambience of a B&B, the historic, regal and faintly English Abigail’s is Victoria’s most Victorian accommodations despite the fact it was only built in 1930 with a mock Tudor facade. Near-perfect rooms come with heavy drapes, shapely furniture and marble bathrooms. In the morning, you can swan downstairs for a spectacular breakfast.





Fairmont Empress HotelHOTEL$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%250-384-8111; www.fairmont.com/empress-victoria; 721 Government St; d from $340; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s; [image: icon-busgif]g70)


One of the most famous hotels in Canada, the Empress was built in 1908 in French-chateau-esque style. There have been numerous renovations and a who’s-who of famous guests, from movie stars to royalty, prancing through in the years since. Modern-day guests can still expect classic decor and effortlessly solicitous service.







5Eating


Crust BakeryBAKERY$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%250-978-2253; www.crustbakery.ca; 730 Fort St; baked goods $3-6; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-5:30pm; [image: icon-busgif]g14)


There are several bakeries on this stretch of Fort St, but the Crust jumps out at you first. Maybe it’s the deliciousness of the aromas, or the delicate presentation, or the rich buttery-ness of the croissants, savory pastries and sweet tartlets with flavors like chocolate mousse and crème brûlée.





La TaqueriaMEXICAN$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%778-265-6255; www.lataqueria.com; 766 Fort St; tacos up to $3; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-8:30pm Mon-Sat, noon-6pm Sun; [image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-busgif]g14)


A huge, aquamarine-painted satellite of Vancouver’s popular and authentic Mexican joint, this ultra-friendly spot specializes in offering a wide array of soft taco options (choose four for $10.50, less for vegetarian), including different specials every day. Quesadillas are also available and you can wash everything down with margaritas, Mexican beer or mezcal – or all three.





Red Fish Blue FishSEAFOOD$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%250-298-6877; www.redfish-bluefish.com; 1006 Wharf St; mains $6-18; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-7pm Mar-Oct; [image: icon-busgif]g70) [image: icon-sustainable]S


On the waterfront boardwalk at the foot of Broughton St, this freight-container takeout shack serves fresh-made, finger-licking sustainable seafood. Highlights include jerk fish poutine, amazing chowder and tempura-battered oysters (you can also get traditional fish-and-chips, of course). Expanded new seating has added to the appeal but watch out for hovering gull mobsters as you try to eat.





[image: icon-top-choice]oJam CafeBREAKFAST$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%778-440-4489; http://jamcafes.com; 542 Herald St; breakfast $13-17; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-3pm; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-veggif]v; [image: icon-busgif]g70)


No need to conduct an opinion poll: the perennial lines in the street outside Jam suggest that this is the best breakfast spot in Victoria. The reasons? Tasteful vintage decor (if you’ll excuse them the moose’s head); fast, discreet service; and the kind of creative breakfast dishes that you’d never have the energy or ingenuity to cook yourself.





FishhookSEAFOOD$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%250-477-0470; www.fishhookvic.com; 805 Fort St; mains $13-24; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm; [image: icon-busgif]g14) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Don’t miss the smoky, coconutty chowder at this tiny Indian- and French-influenced seafood restaurant, but make sure you add a tartine open-faced sandwich: it’s the house specialty. If you still have room (and you’re reluctant to give up your place at the communal table), split a seafood biryani platter with your dining partner. Focused on local fish.





Il TerrazzoITALIAN$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%250-361-0028; www.ilterrazzo.com; 555 Johnson St; mains $21-44; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-3pm & 5pm-late Mon-Fri, 5pm-late Sat & Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g24)


Authentic Italian flavors melded with a laid-back Victoria spirit make a devastatingly good combo. If you don’t believe us, come to Il Terrazzo, a restaurant that’s as much about its atmosphere and service as it is about its Italian-inspired, locally nurtured food. Aside from the usual suspects (seafood linguine, margherita pizza), there are a handful of more unusual renditions.





[image: icon-top-choice]oBrasserie L’ÉcoleFRENCH$$$

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%250-475-6260; www.lecole.ca; 1715 Government St; mains $20-50; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5:30-10pm Tue-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat; [image: icon-busgif]g70)


Bonsoir! You may have just arrived at the best restaurant in Victoria, a small but wonderfully elegant bistro discreetly furnished in la mode français, but without any of the infamous Parisian pretension. Service is warm and impeccable, and the renditions of classic French dishes are exquisitely executed. Moules-frites (mussels and fries), duck confit and superb Bordeaux wines all hit the spot.







6Drinking & Nightlife


[image: icon-top-choice]oDrakeBAR

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%250-590-9075; www.drakeeatery.com; 517 Pandora Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-midnight; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-busgif]g70)


Victoria’s best tap house, this redbrick hangout has more than 30 amazing craft drafts, typically including revered BC producers Townsite, Driftwood and Four Winds. Arrive on a rainy afternoon and you’ll find yourself still here several hours later. Food-wise, the smoked tuna club is a top-seller but the cheese and meat boards are ideal for grazing.





Garrick’s Head PubPUB

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%250-384-6835; www.garrickshead.com; 66 Bastion Sq; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-late; [image: icon-busgif]g70)


A great spot to dive into BC’s brilliant craft-beer scene. Pull up a seat at the long bar with its 55-plus taps – a comprehensive menu of beers from Driftwood, Phillips, Hoyne and beyond. There are always 10 rotating lines with intriguing tipples (ask for samples) plus a comfort-grub menu of burgers and such to line your boozy stomach.







3Entertainment


Vic TheatreCINEMA

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%250-389-0440; www.thevic.ca; 808 Douglas St; [image: icon-busgif]g70)


Screening art-house and festival movies in the heart of downtown, the Vic charges a $2 membership alongside your ticket admission.





Belfry TheatreTHEATER

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-385-6815; www.belfry.bc.ca; 1291 Gladstone Ave; [image: icon-busgif]g22)


The celebrated Belfry Theatre showcases contemporary plays in its lovely former-church-building venue, a 20-minute stroll from downtown.





Victoria SymphonyCLASSICAL MUSIC

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-385-6515; www.victoriasymphony.ca)


The city’s main orchestra plays most of its concerts at downtown’s Royal Theatre (map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%888-717-6121; www.rmts.bc.ca; 805 Broughton St; [image: icon-busgif]g70), as well as performing a highly popular one-night gig every year on a floating barge in the Inner Harbour. A free event usually staged around the beginning of August, this ‘Symphony Splash’ is one of the few symphony concerts that can be viewed from a kayak.





Logan’s PubLIVE MUSIC

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-360-2711; www.loganspub.com; 1821 Cook St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h3pm-1am Mon-Fri, from 10am Sat, 10am-midnight Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g6)


This no-nonsense pub looks like nothing special from the outside, but since 1997 the Logan has been the hotbed of Victoria’s alt-rock scene. Come here to see bands with names like Alcoholic White Trash and Acid Mothers Temple. Fridays and Saturdays are best. Check the online calendar to see what’s coming up. It’s a 10-minute walk from downtown.







7Shopping


[image: icon-top-choice]oMunro’s BooksBOOKS

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%250-382-2464; www.munrobooks.com; 1108 Government St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm Mon-Wed, to 9pm Thu-Sat, 9:30am-6pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g70)


The name is no coincidence. Victoria’s cathedral to reading was established in 1963 by Nobel-prize-winning Canadian author Alice Munro and her husband Jim. Encased in a heritage building on the city’s famous Government St, it’s an obligatory pilgrimage for bibliophiles with its high ceilings, wide array of local-interest tomes and well-read staff, some of whom have worked here for decades.





Regional Assembly of TextSTATIONERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%778-265-6067; www.assemblyoftext.com; 560 Johnson St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-6pm Mon-Sat, noon-5pm Sun; [image: icon-busgif]g70)


This branch of Vancouver’s charming hipster stationery store is socked into a quirky space resembling a hotel lobby from 1968. You’ll find the same clever greeting cards and cool journals, plus the best Victoria postcards ever. Add the button-making table, typewriter stations and a Mister Mitten chapbook purchase and you’ll be beaming brighter than a shiny new paper clip.





Moss St MarketMARKET

(www.mossstreetmarket.com; 1330 Fairfield Rd; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-2pm Sat May-Oct; [image: icon-busgif]g7)


Victoria’s favorite farmers market is bustling with more than 100 stalls piled high with regional produce (look out for BC peaches) as well as arts and crafts. Come hungry since there are lots of food stands where you can stuff your face.





Rogers’ ChocolatesFOOD

(map Google map; [image: icon-phonegif]%250-881-8771; www.rogerschocolates.com; 913 Government St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9:30am-7pm; [image: icon-busgif]g70)


This charming, museum-like confectioner serves the best ice-cream bars, but repeat offenders usually spend their time hitting the 20-flavor-strong menu of rich Victoria Creams (soft-centered chocolates), one of which is usually enough to substitute for lunch. Varieties range from peppermint to seasonal specialties and they’re good souvenirs, if you don’t eat them all before you get home (which you will).







8Information

Tourism Victoria Visitor Centre ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-953-2033; www.tourismvictoria.com; 812 Wharf St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8:30am-8:30pm mid-May–Aug, 9am-5pm Sep–mid-May; [image: icon-busgif]g70) Busy, flyer-lined visitor center overlooking the Inner Harbour.




8Getting There & Away


AIR

Harbour Air ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-384-2215; www.harbourair.com; 950 Wharf St) flies into the Inner Harbour from downtown Vancouver ($242, 30 minutes) throughout the day. Similar Helijet (www.helijet.com) helicopter services arrive from Vancouver ($245, 35 minutes).




BOAT

BC Ferries ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-386-3431; www.bcferries.com) runs large car ferries from mainland Tsawwassen (adult/vehicle $17.20/57.50, 1½ hours) to Swartz Bay, 33km north of Victoria via Hwy 17. Services run eight to 12 times a day. There are additional ferry services from Swartz Bay to and from the Southern Gulf Islands.

Black Ball Transport ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-386-2202; www.cohoferry.com; 430 Belleville St) operates car ferries from the Inner Harbour to and from Port Angeles in the US (adult/child/vehicle US$18.50/9.25/65.50, 1½ hours, up to four daily).

Victoria Clipper ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-382-8100; www.clippervacations.com) has a dock in the Inner Harbour from where it runs a passenger-only catamaran to and from Seattle (adult/child US$124/74, three hours, up to two daily).




BUS

With Greyhound no longer serving Vancouver Island, the best transportation company is Tofino Bus ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-725-2871; www.tofinobus.com), which runs three daily services via Nanaimo ($33, two hours) to all points north as far as Campbell River ($65, 5¼ hours) with bus 1 carrying on to Port Hardy ($115, nine hours). A separate service runs to and from Tofino ($75, 6½ hours, one daily) via Port Alberni ($60, 4½ hours, two daily).


Frequent BC Ferries Connector ([image: icon-phonegif]%778-265-9474; www.bcfconnector.com) services, via the ferry, arrive from Vancouver (from $49.50, 3½ hours) and Vancouver International Airport ($58, four hours).






8Getting Around


TO/FROM THE AIRPORT

YYJ Airport Shuttle ([image: icon-phonegif]%778-351-4995; www.yyjairportshuttle.com) buses run between the airport and downtown Victoria ($25, 30 minutes). In contrast, a taxi to downtown costs around $50.




BICYCLE

Victoria is a great cycling capital, with routes crisscrossing the city and beyond. Check the website of the Greater Victoria Cycling Coalition (www.gvcc.bc.ca) for local resources. Bike rentals are offered by Cycle BC Rentals ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-380-2453; www.cyclebc.ca; 685 Humboldt St; per hour/day $8/28; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm; [image: icon-busgif]g1) or Pedaler.




BOAT

Victoria Harbour Ferry ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-708-0201; www.victoriaharbourferry.com; fares from $7; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMar-Oct) calls in at over a dozen docks around the Inner Harbour and beyond with its colorful armada of little boats.




BUS

Victoria Regional Transit (www.bctransit.com/victoria) buses (single fare/day pass $2.50/5) cover a wide area from Sidney to Sooke, with some routes served by modern-day double-deckers. Children under five travel free.

Buses 70 and 72 link downtown with the Swartz Bay Ferry Terminal. Bus 75 goes to Butchart Gardens. Bus 61 goes to Sooke.






WORTH A TRIP

BRENTWOOD BAY

This countryside swath a 30-minute drive from Victoria has some attractions of its own. You can cycle across it on the urban-to-rural Lochside Regional Trail, upgrade your book collection in seaside Sidney and admire one of the finest gardens in Canada – and one of BC’s most popular visitor attractions – at Butchart Gardens.

Far more than just another pretty flower arrangement, Butchart Gardens ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-652-5256; www.butchartgardens.com; 800 Benvenuto Ave; adult/teen/child $33.80/16.90/3; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8:45am-10pm Jun-Aug, reduced hours Sep-May; [image: icon-busgif]g75) is a national historic site and a triumph of early-20th-century gardening aesthetics. With its well-tended blooms, ornate fountains and diverse international flavor (from Japanese to Italian), it’s hard to imagine that this land was once an abandoned limestone quarry. Tour buses roll in relentlessly throughout the summer, but the gardens with their undulating topography are big enough to absorb the melee.

By car, Brentwood Bay is around 12km from the Swartz Bay Ferry Terminal (via Hwy 17) or around 20km from downtown Victoria (also via Hwy 17). Victoria Regional Transit System ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-382-6161; www.bctransit.com/victoria; $2.50) bus 75 also services the area.






Saanich Peninsula & Around

Home to Vancouver Island’s main airport and busiest ferry terminal, this peninsula north of Victoria has plenty to offer day-trippers looking to escape from the city. Pencil in time for Canada’s finest botanical gardens and the bookshop bonanza of seaside Sidney.


Sidney

Seafront Sidney is a pleasant afternoon diversion with a walkable waterfront and enough bookstores to satisfy a far larger city. Located at the Saanich Peninsula’s northern end, it’s a popular retirement community.


1Sights


Shaw Centre for the Salish SeaAQUARIUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-665-7511; www.salishseacentre.org; 9811 Seaport Pl; adult/child $17.50/12; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4:30pm; [image: icon-familygif]c)


Sidney’s kid-luring highlight, this aquarium is accessed through a dramatic Disney-style entrance that makes you think you’re descending below the waves. Then you’ll step into a gallery of aquatic exhibits, including alien-like jellyfish, a large touch tank with purple starfish and an octopus that likes to unscrew a glass jar to snag its fresh crab dinner.





SIDNEY BOOKSTORES

Haunted Books ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-656-8805; 9807 3rd St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm) An agreeably Dickensian bookstore stuffed to the rafters with random busts, faded old maps, a grandfather clock and piles of dusty old tomes. Despite its name, Haunted’s eclectic book collection extends way beyond ghost stories. It’s by far the most atmospheric of Sidney’s half-dozen book nooks – and the oldest.

Tanner’s Books ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-656-2345; www.tannersbooks.com; 2436 Beacon Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-8pm Mon-Sat, to 6pm Sun; [image: icon-familygif]c) You can easily spend a leisurely afternoon perusing the selection at this cavernous corner bookstore with its large array of magazines and comprehensive travel-book section. Tanner’s also organizes evening book readings, typically at the Red Brick Cafe across the street – check the bookstore’s website for listings.

Beacon Books ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-655-4447; 2372 Beacon Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Mon-Sat, 11am-4pm Sun) A multi-room town-center bookstore piled high with used books, all guarded by a house cat that may or may not let you stroke her (probably not). Look out for the collection of vintage postcards, then send one home, pretending you’re vacationing in 1942.






TTours


Sidney Whale WatchingWHALE WATCHING

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-656-7599; www.sidneywhalewatching.com; 2537 Beacon Ave; adult/child $129/95; [image: icon-hoursgif]hMar-Oct)


With luck on your side, you could spot orcas and gray whales (minkes and fin whales are also possible) on a salt-licked boat jaunt with this outfit. If not, there are usually seals and seabirds aplenty to crane your neck toward. Boats zigzag through the Southern Gulf Island and San Juan Island archipelagos searching for the best whale foraging grounds.







4Sleeping & Eating


Sidney Pier Hotel & SpaHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-655-9445; www.sidneypier.com; 9805 Seaport Pl; d/ste $245/275; [image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


This swish waterfront property fuses West Coast lounge cool with beach pastel colors and is a worthy alternative to staying in Victoria. Many rooms have shoreline views, and each has local artworks lining the walls. A spa and large gym add value, plus you’re steps from a rather good micro-distillery. There’s also an on-site deli-cafe and West Coast–themed restaurant.





Beacon CafeCAFE$

([image: icon-phonegif]%778-426-3663; 2505 Beacon Ave; snacks $6-11; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-4pm)


A steadfastly local corner cafe with a few regal touches. The chairs owe a nod to the elegant ‘Louis Quinze’ epoch while the mantlepiece pays ceramic homage to the British royal family with Jubilee mugs and royal wedding plates. Pastries and sandwiches abound, but the place is best enjoyed for its hot smoothies (including apple-pie flavor) and all-day high tea.







8Information

Drop into the friendly visitor center ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-665-7362; www.sidney.ca; 2281 Beacon Ave; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm, reduced hours Nov-Mar) for tips when you arrive.




8Getting There & Away


BOAT

Sidney is the only Canadian port served by the US-run Washington State Ferries ([image: icon-phonegif]%206-464-6400; www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries) system. Car ferries arrive and depart from the waterfront heading to Anacortes, WA, via the San Juan Islands.




BUS

It takes around an hour to get here by Victoria Regional Transit System ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-382-6161; www.bctransit.com/victoria) bus from Victoria ($2.50, bus 70 or 72). Buses carry on to the Swartz Bay BC Ferries Terminal ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-386-3431; www.bcferries.com), 6km to the north, and to Victoria International Airport ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-953-7500; www.victoriaairport.com), 5km to the west.










Sooke & Around

Only a 45-minute drive from Victoria, Sooke is the gateway to some of South Vancouver Island’s best wilderness areas, but still has enough facilities to offer choice and comfort. You can cycle to the town from Victoria on the Galloping Goose Trail or catch a metro bus along Hwy 14. Twisted Garry oaks and unkempt hedgerows signal your arrival in a more rural domain.


1Sights


Sooke Region MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-642-6351; www.sookeregionmuseum.com; 2070 Phillips Rd; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Tue-Sun) [image: icon-free]F


This jam-packed community museum is like a 100-year-old attic turned inside-out. It illuminates the area’s rugged pioneer days with dioramas, glass cases, clothing and old newspapers. Check out Moss Cottage in the museum grounds – built in 1869, it’s the oldest residence west of Victoria – and the Douglas fir cut-out that’s over 1200 years old. The museum shares the same building and hours as the visitor center.





Sooke Potholes Provincial ParkPARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-474-1336; www.bcparks.ca; Sooke River Rd)


This relaxed park has been a favorite natural hangout among locals for generations. With the potholes (natural rock pools) carved into the river base during the last ice age, it’s ideal for summertime swimming and tube-floating. It’s 5km drive from Hwy 14 along River Rd, or even better, a short ride on the Galloping Goose Trail.







4Sleeping


China Beach CampgroundCAMPGROUND$

([image: icon-phonegif]%519-826-6850, 800-689-9025; www.discovercamping.ca; campsites $20; [image: icon-hoursgif]hmid-May–mid-Sep)


A popular forested campground with vehicle-accessible sites – the only one in Juan de Fuca Provincial Park ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-474-1336; www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/parkpgs/juan_de_fuca; Hwy 14). It’s not far from the waterfront.





Sooke Harbour HouseHOTEL$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-642-3421; www.sookeharbourhouse.com; 1528 Whiffen Spit Rd; d from $329; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Whether you opt for the ‘Emily Carr’ or the ‘Blue Heron,’ each of the 28 guest rooms here has a decadent tub or steam shower, while most also have wood-burning fireplaces, balconies and expansive sea views. Expect a decanter of blackberry port to be waiting in your room when you arrive; try not to drink it all in one go.








8Information

The tourist information center is inside the Sooke Region Museum. For more information on visiting the region, see www.sooke-portrenfrew.com.




8Getting There & Away

It’s a 40-minute drive from Victoria to Sooke, via Hwy 1 and Hwy 14. Alternatively, take Victoria Regional Transit System ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-382-6161; www.bctransit.com/victoria; $2.50) bus 61 direct from the city to Sooke. The bus has room for two bikes, if you’re planning on cycling back on the Galloping Goose Trail.






Cowichan Valley

A swift drive northwest of Victoria on Hwy 1, the mild, almost Mediterranean climate of the Cowichan Valley has helped it develop as the island’s major farming region. There’s also a growing number of vineyards, cider-makers and even a tea farm.


Duncan

[image: icon-phonegif]%250 / POP 4900

Most of Duncan’s attractions have a culinary bent, and are located in the surrounding countryside. The town itself admittedly doesn’t look much from the Trans-Canada – full of strip malls and big-box superstores – but if you get bored, you can admire the abundance of totem poles, which dot the town like sentinels, or the equally large quantity of local churches.


1Sights

Most sights of interest lie in the surrounding countryside rather than in Duncan itself. However, save time during your visit to town to check out the World’s Largest Hockey Stick, a 62m-long behemoth attached to the Island Savings Centre on James St.

Also, drive 3km north of town to the BC Forest Discovery Centre ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-715-1113; www.bcforestdiscoverycentre.com; 2892 Drinkwater Rd; adult/child $16/11; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4:30pm Apr-Sep, reduced hours Oct-Mar; [image: icon-familygif]c), complete with pioneer-era buildings, logging machinery and a working steam train you can hop aboard for a trundle (check website for the schedule).


Westholme Tea FarmFARM

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-748-3811; www.westholmetea.com; 8530 Richards Trail, North Cowichan; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Wed-Sun)


Thought tea was a tropical plant? Not always. Hidden in bucolic farmland 8km north of Duncan, the improbably located Westholme grows its own tea plants. There’s a contemporary, winery-like tasting room that’s the perfect spot for indulging in one of dozens of excellent tea blends along with some decadent sweets. The tea is served in lovely pottery teapots made by the owner Margit, whose husband, tea guru Victor, will be on hand to tell you about the operation.







5Eating


Hudson’s on FirstNORTHWESTERN US$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-597-0066; www.hudsonsonfirst.ca; 163 First St; mains $21-35; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-9pm Wed-Fri, from 10am Sat & Sun)


In an immaculately restored 1906 heritage building, the ever-changing seasonal menu here fuses local ingredients with subtle European influences. For lunch, go for the gourmet fish-and-chips (after starting with the curried carrot soup). For dinner, splash out on the smoked Yarrow Meadows duck breast after warming up in the tin-ceilinged bar with a vintage cocktail.









Cowichan Bay

‘Cow Bay’ to the locals, the region’s most attractive pit stop is a colorful string of wooden buildings perched over a mountain-framed ocean inlet. It’s well worth an afternoon of your time, although it might take that long to find parking on a busy summer day.


1Sights


Maritime CentreMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-746-4955; www.classicboats.org; 1761 Cowichan Bay Rd; suggested donation $5; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-4pm Wed-Sun)


A lovely pier-length attraction aimed at anyone with more than a passing interest in salty history, this folksy facility is lined with intricate models, seafaring displays and usually at least one or two locals working on some kind of boat-building or repairing project. It’s all wonderfully sprawling and random.







4Sleeping & Eating


Oceanfront SuitesHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-715-1000; www.oceanfrontcowichanbay.com; 1681 Cowichan Bay Rd; ste $182-194; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


The poshest option on the waterfront strip of Cowichan Bay, this ‘suite resort’ overlooks the strait and even has its own private dock for patrons arriving by boat. All of the one- and two-bedroom suites are water-facing and most have full kitchens, bathtubs and coffee machines. The complex comes equipped with a gym, pool, sauna and its own bar-restaurant.





True Grain BreadFOOD

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-746-7664; www.truegrain.ca; 1725 Cowichan Bay Rd; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-6pm, closed Mon Nov-Feb)


Adding the welcome aroma of baking bread to the oily harbor smells, True Grain is part of a three-shop island chain. From sourdough to raisin, the bread is all handcrafted, organic and milled on-site (from BC-farmed grain). Homemade crackers and cookies will add to your picnic hamper – if it’s not already too weighed-down with the chocolate buns.





Masthead RestaurantNORTHWESTERN US$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-748-3714; www.themastheadrestaurant.com; 1705 Cowichan Bay Rd; mains $22-54; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-10pm)


The patio deck of this charming, 1863 heritage-building restaurant is a fine place for a splurge, and the $37 three-course BC-sourced tasting menu is surprisingly good value. Seasonal ingredients form the approach here and there are also some good Cowichan Valley wines to try if you’re feeling boozily adventurous.







8Getting There & Away

Driving the island’s main Hwy 1 thoroughfare, take the Cowichan Bay Rd turnoff (it’s about 45 minutes away from Victoria). This leads right into the village. Parking is challenging here in summer so arrive early to find a roadside spot.

Tofino Bus (www.tofinobus.com) stops at the Koksilah Transit Exchange on Hwy 1, 2.5km from the waterfront community. Four buses a day head north to Nanaimo ($25, 1¼ hours) and south to Victoria ($20, 50 minutes). Reserve in advance.






Chemainus

[image: icon-phonegif]%250 / POP 3900

After its last big sawmill shut down in 1983, tiny Chemainus became the model for BC communities dealing with declining natural-resource jobs. Instead of submitting to a slow death, town officials commissioned a giant wall-mural depicting local history. More than 45 artworks were later added and street art, along with an excellent local theater, remains the mainstay of Chemainus’ modern tourism industry.


zFestivals & Events


Chemainus Theatre FestivalTHEATRE

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-565-7738, 250-246-9820; www.chemainustheatrefestival.ca; 9737 Chemainus Rd; tickets from $25)


It’s called a festival, but this is actually the name of the almost year-long season at the popular Chemainus Theatre. Expect everything from musicals to contemporary classics.







4Sleeping & Eating


Chemainus InnHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-246-4181; www.chemainushotel.com; 9573 Chemainus Rd; r $120-180; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-swimkgif]s[image: icon-petgif]#)


Part of the Best Western chain, this midrange business hotel is clean, bright, modern and roomy with suites going for the same price as double queens. Rates include breakfast and there’s a gym, pool and hot tub to boot.





Willow Street CafeCAFE$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-246-2434; www.willowstreetcafe.com; 9749 Willow St; mains $12-15; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-5pm; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


With a menu founded on wraps, sandwiches and quesadillas, this cafe in a handsome yellow heritage building in the heart of town has a popular summertime patio out front. Save room for a slab of cheesecake before jogging around the town murals.







8Information

Check in at the visitor center ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-246-3944; www.visitchemainus.ca; 9799 Waterwheel Cres; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9:30am-5pm mid-Jun–Aug, reduced hours in winter) for mural maps and further information, plus the little community museum in the same building.




8Getting There & Away

Chemainus is an hour’s drive north from Victoria via Hwy 1; look for the exit after you pass through Duncan.

Tofino Bus (www.tofinobus.com) calls in at least three times daily on its way between Victoria ($25, one hour) and Nanaimo ($20, one hour). Reserve ahead. The bus stops on Hwy 1, 2.5km from the town center.








Nanaimo

[image: icon-phonegif]%250 / POP 90,000

Vancouver Island’s ‘second metropolis,’ Nanaimo will never have the allure of tourist-magnet Victoria, but the Harbour City has undergone some quiet upgrades since the 1990s. It’s seen the emergence, especially on Commercial St, of some good shops and eateries, plus a popular museum. With dedicated ferry services from the mainland, the city is also a handy hub for exploring the rest of the island.


1Sights


Nanaimo MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-753-1821; www.nanaimomuseum.ca; 100 Museum Way; adult/child $2/75¢; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm daily, closed Sun Sep–mid-May)


This popular museum just off the Commercial St main drag showcases the region’s heritage, from First Nations to colonial, maritime, sporting and beyond. Highlights of the eclectic collection include exhibits on the local sweet treat, Nanaimo bars, and bathtub racing – plus a carved golden beaver from an 1890s tugboat. Ask at the front desk about the museum’s guided walking tour program as well as summertime entry to the nearby Bastion, an 1853 wooden tower fortification.





Newcastle Island Marine Provincial ParkPARK

(www.newcastleisland.ca) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Nanaimo’s rustic outdoor getaway (also known as Saysutshun in the indigenous language) offers 22km of hiking and biking trails, plus beaches and wildlife-spotting. Traditional Coast Salish land, it was the site of shipyards and coal mines before becoming a popular summer excursion for locals in the 1930s when a tea pavilion was added. Accessed by a 10-minute ferry hop from the harbor (adult/child return $8/5), the island has a seasonal eatery and regular First Nations dancing displays.





Wild Play Element ParksAMUSEMENT PARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-716-7874; www.wildplay.com; 35 Nanaimo River Rd; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-6pm mid-May–Sep, reduced hours Oct–mid-May; [image: icon-familygif]c)


The perfect spot to tire your kids out, this tree-lined adventure playground is packed with adrenaline-pumping fun, from bungee jumping to scream-triggering ziplining. Along with its fun obstacle courses, there’s plenty of additional action to keep the whole family occupied, from woodsy walking trails to busy volleyball courts. Bring a picnic and come for at least half a day.







4Sleeping


Painted Turtle GuesthouseHOSTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-753-4432; www.paintedturtle.ca; 121 Bastion St; dm/r $38/79; [image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Vancouver Island does well with hostels and this superbly located Nanaimo venture is an ideal overnighter if you’re heading to Tofino, Victoria or up north. HI-affiliated, the hostel has small dorms along with 10 hotel-style private rooms (there are also two family rooms). Hardwood floors and IKEA-style furnishings line a large and welcoming kitchen-lounge combo.





Coast Bastion HotelHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-753-6601; www.coasthotels.com; 11 Bastion St; d from $185; [image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Downtown’s best hotel has an unbeatable location overlooking the harbor, with most guests enjoying sparkling waterfront views – when it’s not foggy. Rooms have been well-refurbished with a lounge-modern élan in recent years. Bank on wall-mounted flat-screens and, in most rooms, small refrigerators. The lobby restaurant-bar is a popular hangout and there’s a spa if you want to chillax.







5Eating & Drinking


[image: icon-top-choice]oGabriel’s Gourmet CafeINTERNATIONAL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-714-0271; www.gabrielscafe.ca; 39 Commercial St; mains $10-15; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-7pm; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-veggif]v) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Place your order upfront, grab a table (made from reused bowling-alley wood) and wait for the magic to appear. Gabriel’s out-of the-ordinary renditions of familiar dishes – wraps, soups, bowls and breakfasts – are made by people on first-name terms with their local farmer. Vegans and vegetarians are well catered for and there’s some sidewalk seating if it’s too busy indoors.





Vault CafeCAFE$

([image: icon-phonegif]%778-441-2950; 499 Wallace St; mains $13-16; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-10pm Mon & Tue, to midnight Wed-Fri, 8am-midnight Sat, 9am-4pm Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


This old bank building reborn in bright pink might have floated over from bohemian Paris in the age of Joyce and Hemingway. There’s plenty to gaze at inside, from the romantic lamps to the elegant sofas to the Toulouse-Lautrec style prints. Good coffee, bagels and regular live music are the icing on top.





[image: icon-top-choice]oCrow and GatePUB

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-722-3731; www.crowandgate.ca; 2313 Yellow Point Rd, Cedra; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-11pm)


Taking you back to dear ole Blighty (England) is this out-of-town Brit-style pub with a dark, wood-beam interior and a wonderfully stodgy menu of housemade pies, Scotch eggs and bangers and mash. Providing a beery backup is a formidable lineup of foamy drafts including Guinness and English-style (but BC-brewed) Blue Buck Ale.





THE NANAIMO BAR

The town’s culinary gift to the world is a small three-layered slab of wafer topped with cream and icing that’s intensely sweet and heavy on calories. While there are numerous varieties, classic Nanaimo bars usually combine coconut, vanilla custard and chocolate flavors to dramatic effect.

The bar’s exact origins are subject to conjecture. There are at least 100 different recipes and, while the ingredients vary, the sweet slabs all adhere to one central premise: no baking is required. The City of Nanaimo has come up with a 34-stop ‘Nanaimo Trail’ where you can enjoy the bar in a myriad of weird manifestations including in a cocktail at Modern Cafe ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-754-5022; www.themoderncafe.ca; 221 Commercial St; mains $15-30; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-late) or deep-fried in batter in Pirate Chips ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-753-2447; www.piratechips.ca; 75 Front St; mains $10-21; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-8pm Tue-Thu & Sun, to 9pm Fri & Sat).






3Entertainment


Queen’s HotelLIVE MUSIC

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-754-6751; www.thequeens.ca; 34 Victoria Cres)


The city’s best live-music and dance spot, hosting an eclectic roster of performances and club nights, ranging from indie to jazz to country.





Port TheatreTHEATER

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-754-8550; www.porttheatre.com; 125 Front St)


Presenting local and touring live theater shows.







8Information

For tourist information, drop into the main Nanaimo Visitor Centre ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-751-1556; www.tourismnanaimo.com; 2450 Northfield Rd; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm, reduced hours Oct-Mar) 6km northwest of town or, in summer, hit the satellite branch located at the Bastion historic site on the waterfront.




8Getting There & Away


AIR

Nanaimo Airport (YCD; [image: icon-phonegif]%250-924-2157; www.nanaimoairport.com) is 18km south of town via Hwy 1. Frequent Air Canada (www.aircanada.com) and WestJet (www.westjet.com) flights arrive here from Vancouver (from $175, 25 minutes) throughout the day. There are also a couple of flights to and from Calgary ($220, 1½ hours).

Frequent and convenient Harbour Air ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-714-0900; www.harbourair.com) floatplane services arrive in the inner harbor from downtown Vancouver ($110, 20 minutes).




BOAT

Nanaimo has two different ferry terminals located 19km apart by road.

BC Ferries ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-386-3431; www.bcferries.com) from Tsawwassen (passenger/vehicle $17.20/57.50, two hours) arrive at Duke Point, 14km south of Nanaimo. Services from West Vancouver’s Horseshoe Bay (passenger/vehicle $17.20/57.50, 95 minutes) arrive at Departure Bay, 3km north of the city center via Hwy 1.




BUS

Tofino Bus ([image: icon-phonegif]%866-986-3466; www.tofinobus.com) serves all points north, west and south, including Campbell River ($42, 2½ hours, three daily), Tofino ($53, four hours, two daily) and Victoria ($32, 2¼ hours, three daily). Services pick up at Woodgrove Mall and the Departure Bay ferry terminal.








Parksville & Qualicum

Qualicum Beach is not without its rebellious spirit, despite having the oldest demographic in Canada (average age: 60). Strict planning laws mean there are no big shops or restaurant franchises in this small seaside settlement, with its handsome timber-framed houses and strong community vibe.

Anchored by a historic hotel where John Wayne once laid his Stetson, Qualicum is known for its golf courses, long pebbly beach and pastoral surroundings that produce high-quality Qualicum cheeses (sold in supermarkets throughout southern BC). Otherwise, this is primarily a place to chill out, sip tea in manicured gardens and plan sorties to nearby caves and provincial parks.

Parksville, 15 minutes south of Qualicum, has the best of the area’s beaches and is hence a little busier and more popular with families.


1Sights


Morningstar FarmFARM

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-954-3931; www.morningstarfarm.ca; 403 Lowrys Rd; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm; [image: icon-familygif]c) [image: icon-free]F


Check out the region’s ‘locavore’ credentials at this delightful and highly welcoming working farmstead. Let your kids run wild – most will quickly fall in love with the rabbits – then hunt down some samples from the on-site Little Qualicum Cheeseworks and Mooberry Winery: the ‘Bleu Claire’ cheese is recommended, along with a bottle of velvety blueberry wine to go.





Milner Gardens & WoodlandGARDENS

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-752-6153; www2.viu.ca/milnergardens; 2179 W Island Hwy, Qualicum Beach; adult/youth/child $12/7/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm mid-Apr–Aug, reduced hours Feb-Apr & Sep-Oct, closed Nov-Jan)


This idyllic outdoor attraction combines rambling forest trails shaded by centuries-old trees with flower-packed gardens planted with magnificent trilliums and rhododendrons. Meander down to the 1930s tearoom on a bluff overlooking the water. Then tuck into tea and scones ($13.50) on the porch and drink in views of the bird-lined shore and snowcapped peaks shimmering on the horizon.





Coombs Old Country MarketMARKET

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-248-6272; www.oldcountrymarket.com; 2326 Alberni Hwy, Coombs; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm Feb-Dec)


The mother of all pit stops, this wood-framed and turf-roofed food and crafts menagerie is stuffed with bakery and produce delectables. It attracts huge numbers of visitors on summer days, when cameras are pointed at the grassy roof, where a herd of goats spend the season. Nip inside for giant ice-cream cones, heaping pizzas and the deli makings of a great picnic. Need a souvenir? Grab a Billy Gruff chocolate bar.







4Sleeping & Eating


[image: icon-top-choice]oCrown MansionBOUTIQUE HOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-752-5776; www.crownmansion.com; 292 E Crescent Rd, Qualicum Beach; d from $179; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-wifigif]W)


The effortlessly regal Crown Mansion is easily worthy of its name. Dating from 1914, this country hotel mixes modern comforts with handsome historical features: check out the elaborate wooden fireplace complete with family crest. The suite rooms on the ground floor of a newer wing are the best deal with their humongous bathrooms (with heated floors) and four-poster beds.





[image: icon-top-choice]oFree Spirit SpheresCABIN$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-757-9445; www.freespiritspheres.com; 420 Horne Lake Rd, Qualicum Beach; spheres from $314)


When it comes to extravagantly unconventional accommodations, these three wooden spheres, handmade by owner-inventor Tom Chudleigh and suspended like giant eyes within the forest canopy, score 10 out of 10. Compact two- to three-person spheres have pull-down beds, built-in cabinets and mini-libraries rather than TVs and are a perfect way to commune with BC’s giant trees.





Bistro 694CANADIAN$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-752-0301; www.bistro694.com; 694 Memorial Ave, Qualicum Beach; mains $22-32; [image: icon-hoursgif]h4-9pm Thu-Sun)


Any local will tell you to cancel your other dinner plans and head straight here. You’ll find an intimate, candlelit dining room little bigger than a train carriage and a big-city menu fusing top-notch regional ingredients with knowing international nods. It’s worth taking the seafood route, especially if the Balinese prawn curry or highly addictive seafood crepes are available.







8Information

For more information on the area, visit www.parksvillequalicumbeach.com.




8Getting There & Away

Tofino Bus services arrive in Parksville from Victoria ($42, 3½ hours, four daily) and Nanaimo ($19, 30 minutes, four daily), among others.






Pacific Rim National Park Reserve

Dramatic, wave-whipped beaches and brooding, mist-licked forests make the Pacific Rim National Park Reserve ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-726-3500; www.pc.gc.ca/pacificrim; 2040 Pacific Rim Hwy; day pass adult/child $7.80/free) a must-see for anyone interested in encountering BC’s raw West Coast wilderness. The 500-sq-km park comprises the northern Long Beach Unit, between Tofino and Ucluelet; the Broken Group Islands Unit in Barkley Sound; and, to the south, the ever-popular West Coast Trail Unit. If you’re stopping in the park, you’ll need to pay and display a pass, available from the visitor center ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-726-4600; www.pacificrimvisitor.ca; 2791 Pacific Rim Hwy, Ucuelet; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4:30pm Tue-Sat) or from the yellow dispensers dotted along the highway.


8Getting There & Away

West Coast Trail Express ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-477-8700; www.trailbus.com) shuttle-bus services arrive at West Coast Trail Unit trailheads at Bamfield and Port Renfrew from Victoria ($55 to $110) and Nanaimo ($125). The bus runs daily from mid-May to late September. Book ahead.

The kayakers paradise of the Broken Group Islands Unit can be accessed by boat via Lady Rose Marine Services ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-723-8313; www.ladyrosemarine.com) from Port Alberni and Ucluelet.

The Long Beach Unit can be accessed from Tofino and Ucluelet on foot, by bicycle or by car.


HIKING BC’S WEST COAST TRAIL

The 75km (47 mile) West Coast Trail is BC’s best-known hiking route. It’s also one of the toughest, not for the uninitiated. There are two things you’ll need to know before tackling it: it might hurt and you’ll want to do it again next year.

The trail winds along the wave-lapped rainforest shoreline between trailhead information centers at Pachena Bay, 5km south of Bamfield on the north end, and Gordon River, 5km north of Port Renfrew on the southern tip. The entire stretch takes between five and seven days to complete. Alternatively, a midpoint entrance at Nitinat Lake, operated by the Ditidaht First Nation ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-745-3999; www.westcoasttrail.com), can cut your visit to a two- or three-day adventure. Check the website for packages.

Open from May to the end of September, access to the route is limited to 75 overnight backpackers each day and reservations ([image: icon-phonegif]%519-826-5391, 877-737-3783; www.reservation.pc.gc.ca; nonrefundable reservation fee $11) are required. Book as far ahead as you can – reservations open in January each year. All overnighters must pay a trail-user fee ($127.50), plus a per-person reservation fee ($24.50) and the price of the short ferry crossings along the length of the route. All overnighters must attend a detailed orientation session before departing. If you don’t have a reservation on the day you arrive, your name can be added to a standby list for any remaining spots (don’t count on this, though, especially during the summer peak).

If you don’t want to go the whole hog (you wimp), you can do a day hike or hike half the trail from Pachena Bay, considered the easier end of the route. Overnight hikers who only hike this end of the trail can exit from Nitinat Lake. Day hikers are exempt from the pricey trail-user fee, but they need to get a day-use permit at one of the trailheads.

West Coast Trail walkers must be able to manage rough, slippery terrain, stream crossings and adverse, suddenly changing weather. There are more than 100 little, and some not-so-little, bridges and 70 ladders. Be prepared to treat or boil all water and cook on a lightweight camping stove; you’ll be bringing in all your own food. Hikers can rest their weary muscles at any of the basic campsites along the route, most of which have solar-composting outhouses. It’s recommended that you set out from a trailhead at least five hours before sundown to ensure you reach a campsite before nightfall – stumbling around in the dark is the prime cause of accidents on this route. West Coast Trail Express runs a handy shuttle service to and from the trailheads. Book ahead.








Ucluelet

[image: icon-phonegif]%250 / POP 1700

Both the cousin of Tofino and the antidote to it, Ucluelet (‘Ukee’ to its friends) is situated on a similarly spectacular slice of Pacific Coast 40km to the south. But while Tofino is trendy, tourist-focused and challenging on the credit card, Ukee is blue-collar, less manicured and more down-to-earth.

Still largely undiscovered by the international set, 95% of whom head directly to Tofino, Ukee has plenty of fans, most of them loyal islanders who dig the sleepy rhythms, cheap motels and reliable snack shacks. And, lest we forget, those iconic surf beaches are still a short drive or bike ride away.


1Sights & Activities


Ucluelet AquariumAQUARIUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-726-2782; www.uclueletaquarium.org; Main St Waterfront Promenade; adult/child $15/8; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm mid-Mar–Nov; [image: icon-familygif]c) [image: icon-sustainable]S


This excellent catch-and-release facility on the waterfront focuses on illuminating the marine critters found in the region’s local waters, which can mean anything from alien-looking sea cucumbers to a squirming, and frankly mesmerizing, Pacific octopus or two. But it’s the enthusiasm of the young staff that sets this place apart, along with the ability to educate on issues of conservation without browbeating. A great kid-friendly facility – expect to walk away with renewed excitement about the wonders of ocean wildlife.





[image: icon-top-choice]oWild Pacific TrailHIKING

(www.wildpacifictrail.com)


Where the temperate rainforest comes down to kiss the ocean, the citizens of Ukee have built a magnificent 10km trail that can be equally spectacular in both the sun and (stormy) rain. It starts with a 2.6km loop that winds past a 1915 Amphitrite lighthouse and progresses northwest as far as the Ancient Cedars loop and the Rocky Bluffs beyond.







TTours


Subtidal AdventuresWILDLIFE

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-726-7336; www.subtidaladventures.com; 1950 Peninsula Rd; adult/child $109/89)


A long-established local company offering open-to-the-elements Zodiac boat tours that show off the regional wildlife scene, with options including a summer favorite that often includes sightings of bears, several types of whales, lots of seabirds and maybe a sea otter.





Majestic Ocean KayakingKAYAKING

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-726-2868; www.oceankayaking.com; 1167 Helen Rd; tours from $79)


Majestic Ocean Kayaking leads day trips around the area. The easiest and shortest trips stick to Ucluelet’s sheltered harbor. Highly recommended are the single-day and multiday trips south into Barkley Sound, and the Broken Group Islands, an archipelago of 100-plus islands that’s part of Pacific Rim National Park.







4Sleeping


C&N BackpackersHOSTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-726-7416; www.cnnbackpackers.com; 2081 Peninsula Rd; dm/r $39/90; [image: icon-hoursgif]hApr-Oct; [image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Take your shoes off at the door and slide into this large timber hostel, where the gigantic out-back garden is the best place to hang (in a hammock) on lazy evenings. A spacious downstairs kitchen and up-to-date bathrooms with parquet floors add to the appeal, while the dorms are joined by three sought-after private rooms.





Surfs Inn GuesthouseCABIN, HOSTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-726-4426; www.surfsinn.ca; 1874 Peninsula Rd; ste/2-/3-/4-bedroom cottages $129/199/250/300; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Hidden from the road behind vegetation, this funky collection of brightly painted houses and cottages hosts four choices of lovely accommodations, ranging from a loft suite to a four-bedroom house. All have kitchens or kitchenettes and three of them have outdoor BBQs and decks.





[image: icon-top-choice]oBlack Rock Oceanfront ResortHOTEL$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-726-4800; www.blackrockresort.com; 596 Marine Dr; studios/1-/2-bedroom ste from $345/450/700; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Ucluelet’s fanciest hotel feels like a transplant from Tofino. Set dramatically on the Pacific waterfront and painted the same gray hue as the rocks, it curves around the jagged shoreline seemingly oblivious to the stormy surf. On offer are kitchen-equipped suites wrapped in contemporary West Coast wood-and-stone and deluxe bathrooms the size of entire Vancouver apartments.







5Eating


[image: icon-top-choice]oZoe’s Bakery & CafeBAKERY$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-726-2253; www.zoesbakeryandcafe.com; 250 Main St; sandwiches $8-10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-5pm, reduced hours Nov-Mar)


Ukee has about three places to refuel your car and at least another three to refuel your brain and legs while sating your sugar addiction, including the reliable Zoe’s where the coffee goes down like maple syrup with bread-pudding egg bakes and cinnamon buns topped with dollops of icing.





RavenladySEAFOOD$$

(www.ravenlady.ca; 1801 Bay St; mains $15-18; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-2pm & 5-8pm Fri-Tue)


The sole exponent of Ucluelet’s food-truck scene is far superior to many bricks-and-mortar seafood restaurants. Specializing in fresh-shucked regional oysters, there are also gourmet delights from seared-tuna tacos to baguette po’boys stuffed to the gills with albacore tuna or panko-fried oysters. The truck is named after a magnificent stainless steel sculpture vaguely reminiscent of Botticelli’s Venus that stands beside it.





Frankie’s Resto-BarBARBECUE$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-726-2225; www.frankiesrestobar.com; 1576 Imperial Lane; mains $15-25; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-9:30pm)


Not a lot else has changed at the establishment formerly known as Hanks, still a fount of carnivorous comfort grub where the key word is ‘pork.’ The menu offers ample opportunities to face-plant into generous portions of pork belly, pork mac ’n’ cheese, pulled pork and good old sausages. A week’s worth of calories in a single, highly satisfying sitting.





NorwoodsCANADIAN$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-726-7001; www.norwoods.ca; 1714 Peninsula Rd; mains $28-48; [image: icon-hoursgif]h5-10pm)


Showing how far Ucluelet’s dining scene has elevated itself in recent years, this lovely candlelit room would easily be at home in Tofino. The ever-changing menu focuses on seasonal regional ingredients; think halibut and duck breast. All are prepared with a sophisticated international approach, plus there’s a full menu of BC (and beyond) wines.







8Information

Ucluelet Visitor Centre (www.ucluelet.ca; 1604 Peninsula Rd; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Jun-Aug, 9:30am-4:30pm Mon-Fri Sep-May) For a few good reasons to stick around in Ukee, including a dining scene that finally has some great options, make for the downtown visitor center.




8Getting There & Away


BUS

Tofino Bus (www.tofinobus.com) services arrive from Port Alberni (from $32, 1¾ hours, two daily), Nanaimo (from $53, three to four hours, three daily) and Victoria (from $66, six hours, four daily), among other destinations. The bus comes into town along Hwy 4 from Tofino ($18, 40 minutes, up to three daily).

Buses pick up and drop off at Murray’s Grocery Store on Peninsula Rd, where you can buy tickets.




BOAT

Lady Rose Marine Services runs a thrice-weekly boat to and from Port Alberni ($44, five hours) via the Broken Group Islands ($33, two hours). Boats run on Monday, Wednesday and Friday between June and September.








Tofino

[image: icon-phonegif]%250 / POP 1950

Christened ‘Tuff City’ by its early inhabitants due to its isolation and heavy reliance on logging, 21st-century Tofino remains a diminutive end-of-the-road town bordered by rugged wilderness on one side and the raging Pacific on the other. Although less than 2000 Tofitians live here permanently, the population swells tenfold in the summer when visitors from far and wide arrive for whale-watching, kayaking, fishing and – best of all – surfing.

Tofino is the undisputed surfing capital of Canada and the annual inundation of wave-riding surf bums gives the place a laid-back, modern-hippie flavor. Eschewing international chains and restaurant franchises, the town supports a burgeoning farm-to-table food movement and counts on a strong history of environmental activism.


1Sights & Activities


Meares IslandPARK

Visible across Clayoquot Sound and accessible via kayak or water taxi from the Tofino waterfront, Meares Island was the site of the key 1984 Clayoquot Sound anti-logging protest that kicked off the region’s latter-day environmental movement. As a result, it preserves some geriatric trees including a 1500-year-old red cedar, called the ‘Hanging Garden,’ that would have been a sapling not long after the Roman Empire fell. There are two hiking trails on Meares.




Eagle Aerie GalleryGALLERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-725-3235; www.royhenryvickers.com; 350 Campbell St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm) [image: icon-free]F


Showcasing the work of First Nations artist Roy Henry Vickers, this dramatic, longhouse-style building is a downtown landmark. Inside you’ll find beautifully presented paintings and carvings (most of them for sale) as well as occasional opportunities to meet the man himself.





AhousatPARK

(www.wildsidetrail.com; trail fee $25)


Situated on remote Flores Island and accessed by tour boat or kayak, Ahousat is the mystical location of the spectacular Wild Side Heritage Trail, a moderately difficult path that traverses 11km of forests, beaches and headlands between Ahousat and Cow Bay. There’s a natural warm spring on the island and it’s also home to a First Nations band. A popular destination for kayakers, camping is allowed.





[image: icon-top-choice]oTonquin TrailHIKING

If you’re freshly arrived in Tofino and want to know what makes this place so special, head down First St and join the undulating gravel trail to Tonquin Beach (1.2km one-way) where a magical parting of the trees reveals a rock-punctuated swath of sand well-known for its life-affirming sunsets.






TTours


T’ashii Paddle SchoolCANOEING

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-266-3787; www.tofinopaddle.com; 1258 Pacific Rim Hwy; tours from $65)


Tour the regional waters in a canoe (you’ll be doing the paddling) with a First Nations guide who provides an evocative interpretive narration. Walking tours also available.





Ocean OutfittersBOATING

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-725-2866; www.oceanoutfitters.bc.ca; 368 Main St; adult/child $109/89)


The largest of the local water-excursion operators (judging by its slick office which also contains a coffee bar), Ocean Outfitters offers the popular Tofino tour triumvirate of whale-watching, bear-viewing and hot-springs treks. It also runs water taxis to Meares Island as well as multiday kayaking excursions up Tofino Inlet.







4Sleeping


Whalers on the Point GuesthouseHOSTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-725-3443; www.hihostels.ca; 81 West St; dm/r $59/169; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


Close to the action, but with a secluded waterfront location, this excellent HI hostel is a comfy, wood-lined retreat. Dorms are mercifully small (the female-only one has the best waterfront views) and there are some highly sought-after private rooms. Facilities include a BBQ patio, games room and a wet sauna.





Ocean Village Beach ResortCABIN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-725-3755; www.oceanvillageresort.com; 555 Hellesen Dr; ste from $239; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s[image: icon-petgif]#)


This immaculate beachside resort of beehive-shaped cedar cabins – hence the woodsy aroma when you step in the door – is a family favorite with a Scandinavian look. Each unit faces the nearby shoreline and all have handy kitchens. If your kids tire of the beach, there’s an indoor saltwater pool and lots of loaner board games to keep them occupied.





EcolodgeHOSTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-725-1220; www.tbgf.org; 1084 Pacific Rim Hwy; r incl breakfast from $159; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W) [image: icon-sustainable]S


This quiet, wood-built education center on the grounds of the botanical gardens (3-day admission adult/child $12/free; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-dusk) is popular with families and groups for its selection of rooms, large kitchen and on-site laundry. There’s a bunk room that’s around $45 per person per night in summer for groups of four. Rates include garden entry.





[image: icon-top-choice]oWickaninnish InnHOTEL$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-725-3100; www.wickinn.com; Chesterman Beach; d $360-840; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#) [image: icon-sustainable]S


Cornering the market in luxury winter storm-watching packages, ‘the Wick’ is worth a stay any time of year. Embodying nature with its recycled-wood furnishings, natural stone tiles and the ambience of a place grown rather than constructed, the sumptuous guest rooms have push-button TVs that rise out of the furniture, two-person hot tubs, gas fireplaces, floor-to-ceiling windows and wave-whipped balconies.





WildpodCABIN$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-725-2020; www.wildpod.ca; 174 West St; d $295-375; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-wifigif]W)


Luxury ‘glamping’ comes to Tofino in the shape of these six yurt-like pods made out of PVC that sit perched on the waterside at Grice Point in full view of passing whales. The individually themed pods (named sand, rock, wave, wood, nest and leaf) all have mega-comfortable beds, deluxe toiletries, propane fireplaces and mini-kitchenettes and sit on raised cedar decks.







5Eating & Drinking


ShedCANADIAN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-725-7433; www.shedtofino.com; 461 Campbell St; mains $11-16; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8:30am-10pm; [image: icon-veggif]v)


True, it’s a shed of sorts, albeit a very nice one with candles, an open kitchen, lovely wood furnishings – and quite decent food: count on quick-fire burgers, salads and creative ‘bowls’ headlined by the standout Pachamama bowl, a deft melange of squash, kale, ricotta and brussels sprouts. Coming in a worthy runner-up is the tuna poke bowl.





TacofinoMEXICAN$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-726-8288; www.tacofino.com; 1184 Pacific Rim Hwy; mains $11-12; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-7pm, reduced hours Nov-Mar)


One of BC’s most celebrated food trucks, Tacofino serves the best fish tacos in the region from a disheveled metallic machine with the Virgin of Guadalupe emblazoned on the side. The specialties are Baja-style fish tacos, gringas (grilled cheese tortillas) and larger burritos. The lines are long in summer; consider calling ahead to order.





[image: icon-top-choice]oWolf in the FogCANADIAN$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-725-9653; www.wolfinthefog.com; 150 Fourth St; mains $21-45; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-late, dinner from 5pm)


Reserve ahead for your table at this sparkling regional- and seasonal-focused restaurant that earned a spot on the Canada’s 100 Best restaurants list in 2018. The menu is split into single and sharing plates. The latter is headlined by whole crab served with a vegetable pot pie and creamed spinach; it’s $80, but worth the investment.





Tofino Brewing CompanyBREWERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-725-2899; www.tofinobrewingco.com; 681 Industrial Way; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-10pm)


Slip into this recently renovated tasting room in an industrial park and enjoy a $7 ‘flight’ of taster suds amid the polished beer vats and au naturel pine furnishings. For a true beach-to-table experience ask for the kelp stout made using locally foraged Pacific seaweed.







8Information

Tourism Tofino Visitor Centre ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-725-3414; www.tourismtofino.com; 1426 Pacific Rim Hwy; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-8pm Jun-Aug, reduced hours Sep-May) This visitor center (with handy washrooms) 6.5km south of town has detailed information on area accommodations, hiking trails and hot surf spots. There’s also a kiosk in the town center in summer that dispenses advice to out-of-towners.




8Getting There & Away


AIR

Pacific Coastal Airlines ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-663-2872; www.pacificcoastal.com) flights arrive at Tofino–Long Beach Airport ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-725-3751; www.tofinoairport.com) from Vancouver International Airport’s South Terminal ($145, 40 minutes, one daily). A shuttle ($25) meets most flights. Book ahead through the airline.




BUS

Tofino Bus (www.tofinobus.com; 346 Campbell St) runs two buses per day to and from Ucluelet ($18, 40 minutes), Port Alberni ($36, 2½ hours), Nanaimo ($51, three to four hours), Victoria ($75, 6½ hours) and Vancouver ($61, 7¼ hours) via the Nanaimo–Horseshoe Bay ferry. Service is cut to once a day in the winter.






8Getting Around

Cycling is popular in Tofino. You can cycle to most of the beaches (and along them too) via the MUP (multiuse path), a 7km paved bike trail that leads south from town as far as Cox Bay. There are plans to extend the trail as far as Ucluelet, hopefully by 2020. Bike rental is around $35 per day and the roads are mostly flat. Tofino Bike Co ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-266-7655; www.tofinobike.com; 1180 Pacific Rim Hwy, Beaches Shopping Centre; full-day rental $35; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm) can set you up.

From June to September, there’s a free shuttle running hourly between 8am and 10pm to and from town and the visitor center.






Comox Valley

This region of rolling mountains, alpine meadows and colorful communities, comprises the towns of Comox and Courtenay as well as the hipster-favorite village of Cumberland. It’s a good outdoor-adventure base and a hotbed for mountain biking, with Mt Washington as its activity highlight.


1Sights


Cumberland MuseumMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-336-2445; www.cumberlandmuseum.ca; 2680 Dunsmuir Ave, Cumberland; adult/child $5/4; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Jun-Aug, closed Mon Sep-May)


A wonderfully quirky museum located on a row of false-fronted buildings that looks like a Dodge City movie set, with evocative exhibits on the area’s pioneer past and its Japanese and Chinese communities. There’s also a walk-through mine tunnel that offers a glimpse of just how tough the job would have been (the frightening iron lung exhibited upstairs does the same).





Courtenay and District Museum & Palaeontology CentreMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-334-0686; www.courtenaymuseum.ca; 207 4th St, Courtenay; by donation; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Mon-Sat, noon-4pm Sun, closed Mon & Sun in winter; [image: icon-familygif]c)


With its life-size replica of an elasmosaur (a prehistoric marine reptile first discovered in the area), this excellent small museum also houses pioneer and First Nations exhibits. Pick up a dino-themed chocolate bar from the gift shop: the perfect edible souvenir.







2Activities


Dodge City CyclesCYCLING

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-336-2200; www.dodgecitycycles.com; 2705 Dunsmuir Ave, Cumberland; bike rentals per 2/24hr $50/120; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm Mon-Sat, 10am-2:30pm Sun)


Mega-friendly and informative bike shop with rentals and insider tips on the local terrain. It sells comprehensive color-coded bike-trail maps for $6.95. From the front door, it’s practically one pedal-turn to a nirvana of single-track.





Mt Washington Alpine ResortOUTDOORS

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-338-1386; www.mountwashington.ca; winter lift ticket adult/child $95/52)


The island’s only major ski area is something of a local secret cherished by the type of crowd-avoiding skier who doesn’t care for the busy conveyor belt of Whistler. It’s less than one-third the size of Whistler, but can claim higher snowfall (up to 10m in a season) and lower prices by nearly half.







4Sleeping


[image: icon-top-choice]oRiding Fool HostelHOSTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-336-8250; www.ridingfool.com; 2705 Dunsmuir Ave, Cumberland; dm/r $32/68; [image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W)


One of BC’s finest hostels colonizes a restored Cumberland heritage building with its rustic wooden interiors, large kitchen and lounge areas and, along with small dorms, the kind of immaculate family and private rooms often found in midrange hotels. Bicycle rentals are available from the excellent Dodge City Cycles out front.





Old House Village Hotel & SpaHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-703-0202; www.oldhousevillage.com; 1730 Riverside Lane, Courtenay; d $179; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s)


There’s nothing particularly old about this high-quality modern hotel with slick rooms, slick service and a steamy year-round outdoor pool. Raising the bar is an on-site spa, an expansive basement gym and thoughtful little extras like free cookies in a glass jar by reception next to a fancy coffee machine. Rooms have a gleaming, straight-out-of-the-catalog look.







5Eating & Drinking


Waverley Hotel PubBURGERS$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-336-8322; www.waverleyhotel.ca; 2692 Dunsmuir Ave, Cumberland; mains $13-18; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10:30am-10pm Sun-Thu, from 11am Mon & Tue, 11am-late Wed-Sat; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-veggif]v)


Hit this historic, antler-studded saloon for a pub-grub dinner while you flick through a copy of glossy local magazine CV Collective. There are a dozen or so craft drafts to keep you company, while the menu covers all tastes from avowed carnivores (elk burgers) to strict vegetarians (quinoa salad). The honey teriyaki chicken wings have a fanatical following.





Cumberland BrewingBREWERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-400-2739; www.cumberlandbrewing.com; 2732 Dunsmuir Ave, Cumberland; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-9pm Sun, Tue & Wed, to 10pm Thu-Sat)


A microbrewery that’s mastered the neighborhood-pub vibe, this tasty spot combines a woodsy little tasting room with a larger outdoor seating area striped with communal tables. Dive into a tasting flight of four beers; make sure it includes the Red Tape Pale Ale.







8Information

Vancouver Island Visitors Centre ([image: icon-phonegif]%885-400-2882; www.discovercomoxvalley.com; 3607 Small Rd, Cumberland; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm) Super-slick visitor center with mega-helpful staff, museum-worthy exhibits and surgery-clean toilets. It’s 2km northeast of Cumberland, just off Hwy 19.




8Getting There & Away


AIR

If you’re flying in from the mainland, Pacific Coastal Airlines ([image: icon-phonegif]%604-273-8666; www.pacificcoastal.com) services arrive at Comox Valley Airport ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-890-0829; www.comoxairport.com) from Vancouver’s South Terminal ($125, 35 minutes, two to three daily).




BOAT

BC Ferries (www.bcferries.com) runs services between Comox and Powell River (passenger/car $13.50/42.20, 1½ hours, four daily) on the Sunshine Coast.




BUS

The area’s three main communities are linked by easy-to-explore highway routes, while Tofino Bus ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-725-2871; www.tofinobus.com; 2663 Kilpatrick Ave, Courtenay) services trundle into Courtenay at least twice a day from towns across the island, including Port Hardy ($62, five hours, one daily) and Nanaimo ($38, 1½ hours, three daily).








Campbell River

[image: icon-phonegif]%250 / POP 35,400

Southerners will tell you this marks the end of civilization on Vancouver Island, but Campbell River is a handy drop-off point for wilderness tourism in Strathcona Provincial Park. While the town’s core isn’t the island’s prettiest, it benefits from a sheltered waterside location (Quadra Island lies across the strait) and an impressively proactive Rotary Club that has initiated numerous rejuvenation projects. These include a Maritime Heritage Centre and a spectacular suspension bridge in nearby Elk Falls Provincial Park.


Campbell River used to dub itself the ‘Salmon Capital of the World’ and though the industry has diminished in the 21st century, fishing remains entrenched in the town’s heritage. You can even rent a rod and try your luck fishing from the pier.


1Sights


Strathcona Provincial ParkPARK

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-474-1336; www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/parkpgs/strath)


Featuring a greatest hits of wilderness attractions as well as Vancouver Island’s highest mountain, Mt Golden Hinde (2200m), Strathcona is the poster child of BC’s 600 provincial parks. Not only is it the oldest (created in 1911), it’s also the island’s largest. The park itself has two main access areas – Butte Lake and Forbidden Plateau – and is good for hiking, boating, fishing, rock climbing and Nordic skiing.





Elk Falls Provincial ParkSTATE PARK

(www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/parkpgs/elk_falls; Hwy 28)


This small but nature-packed provincial park was given fresh impetus to visit with the building of a new centerpiece, a 60m-long suspension bridge over the Campbell River just east of the gushing torrent of Elk Falls. The green pocket is barely 5km from the city center and well-endowed with trails, a campground and a salmon hatchery.





Maritime Heritage CentreMUSEUM

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-286-3161; www.maritimeheritagecentre.ca; 621 Island Way; adult/child $7/3.50; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-4pm Mon-Fri)


A labor of love for the local Rotary Club, this small museum anchored by a restored Seine fishing boat stands as a testament to Campbell River’s salmon-fishing heritage. Volunteer guides walk you around the exhibits (boat included), imparting fascinating snippets of fishing history in the process. The restored Seine vessel once featured on Canada’s $5 bill.







4Sleeping


Heron’s Landing HotelHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-923-2848; www.heronslandinghotel.com; 492 S Island Hwy; d from $130; [image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


Superior motel-style accommodations with renovated rooms, including large loft suites ideal for families. Rates include breakfast but rooms also have their own kitchens if you need to chef up your own eggs-and-bacon special. There are also handy coin-operated laundry facilities on-site. Some rooms have water-facing balconies.







5Eating & Drinking


Dick’s Fish & ChipsFISH & CHIPS$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-287-3336; www.dicksfishandchips.com; 660 Island Hwy; mains $12-18; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-dusk)


A steamy-windowed fish-and-chips shop, this restaurant a short walk from Discover Pier is often busy, so consider an off-peak visit. Alongside the usual golden-battered meals, you’ll find popular salmon, oyster and halibut burgers, as well as housemade mushy peas that some Vancouver Islanders just can’t live without.





FoggDukkers CoffeeCOFFEE

(907 S Island Hwy; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-7pm)


A wonderfully disheveled beach shack that doubles as an ultra-friendly coffee bar. Inside there are humorous signposts, a jumble of seats and a wood-fire stove usually commandeered by a bevy of gossiping locals. On warmer evenings you can adjourn outside with your coffee and cookies to a firepit overlooking the beach.







8Information

Campbell River Visitor Centre (1235 Shoppers Row; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm Tue-Sun) Staff here will fill you in on what to do in Campbell River and around the nearby region.




8Getting There & Away


AIR

The airport (YBL; 2000 Jubilee Pkwy) is 11km south of town. There are no direct buses. Bus 1 will get you close. Otherwise take a taxi.

Pacific Coastal Airlines ([image: icon-phonegif]%604-273-8666; www.pacificcoastal.com) operates flights from Vancouver YVR airport’s South Terminal ($145, 45 minutes, up to five daily).




BUS

Tofino Bus ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-725-2871; www.tofinobus.com) services roll in from points around Vancouver Island, including Nanaimo ($40, 2½ hours, three daily), Victoria ($65, 5¼ hours, three daily) and Port Hardy ($60, three hours, one daily). The bus stop is next to the Coast Discovery Inn in the town center.








Port Hardy

[image: icon-phonegif]%250 / POP 4000

The last semblance of settlement heading north on Vancouver Island, Port Hardy is little more than a large village, but it has a strong First Nations culture and acts as a hub for those keen to explore the north’s many rugged outdoor experiences. It’s named somewhat bizarrely for Horatio Nelson’s flag captain at the Battle of Trafalgar.


2Activities


North Island LanesBOWLING

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-949-6307; 7210 Market St; per game incl shoes $6; [image: icon-hoursgif]h1-3pm Tue, 5-9:30pm Wed-Sun, 5-10pm Fri & Sat)


With old-school bowling alleys tumbling like knocked-over pins across BC, this immaculately preserved six-lane hangout is a must-see even if you don’t want to play. The yellow-painted walls and retro-cool backlights make it like a living 1970s museum. But rather than being a mothballed old exhibit, it’s also one of the friendliest and liveliest evening hangouts in town.







TTours


Nakwakto Rapids ToursBOATING

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-230-3574; www.nakwaktorapidstours.com; 154 Tsulquate Reserve; adult/child $195/135; [image: icon-hoursgif]hby appointment)


There’s more to this four-hour boat tour than experiencing the roiling waters of ‘the world’s fastest tidal surge.’ Your First Nations guides will also provide a rich interpretive narration as well as taking you to some of the region’s most remote areas. You’ll feel like you’re a million miles away from the big city. Check the website for trip dates.







4Sleeping


North Coast Trail Backpackers HostelHOSTEL$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-949-9441; www.northcoasthostel.com; 8635 Granville St; dm/r $32/69; [image: icon-internetgif]i[image: icon-wifigif]W)


This well-used, well-loved hostel is a warren of small and larger dorms, overseen by friendly owners with plenty of tips for exploring the region. The hostel’s hub is a large rec room and, while the kitchen is small, the adjoining mural-painted cafe can keep you well-fueled. Small, simple private rooms are available and traveling families are also welcomed.





[image: icon-top-choice]oKwa’lilas HotelHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%855-949-8525; www.kwalilashotel.ca; 9040 Granville St; r from $182; [image: icon-parkgif]p[image: icon-acongif]a[image: icon-wifigif]W)


A beautiful manifestation of Kwakwaka’wakw culture, this new-ish cedar-wood hotel is rich with indigenous art. The modern, uncluttered look extends to the rooms, which are clean, bright and decorated with indigenous motifs. Value-for-money extras include air-con (unusual in these parts), an on-site pub and cafe, a tribal gift shop and great service.







5Eating


Cafe GuidoCAFE$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-949-9808; www.cafeguido.com; 7135 Market St; mains $6-9; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-6pm Mon-Fri, from 8am Sat, 8am-5pm Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


This three-pronged business (craft shop upstairs, bookstore below decks) is Port Hardy’s local hub, dispatching the best coffee north of Campbell River and serving flaky scones that you’ll have to visit Tofino to emulate. Backing it all up are grilled pesto-flatbread sandwiches and service that is at once laid-back and efficient.





Sporty Bar & GrillPUB FOOD$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-949-7811; www.sportybar.ca; 8700 Hastings St; mains $11-24; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-11pm; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


Great service and pub grub push this regular-looking neighborhood bar to the top of the Port Hardy dine-out tree. Sporty’s (as everyone calls it) offers hearty burgers, pizzas and fish-and-chips – and also a great-value Cobb salad ($14) that’s well worth face-planting into. Beer-wise, eschew the Lucky Lager (the north’s traditional favorite) and go for Victoria-brewed Hermann’s Dark Lager.







8Information

Port Hardy Visitor Information Centre ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-949-7622; www.visitporthardy.com; 7250 Market St; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-6pm Jun-Sep, 8am-4pm Mon-Fri Oct-May) Lined with flyers and staffed by locals who can help you plan your visit in town and beyond, this should be your first port of call in Port Hardy. The staff are especially adept with area hiking tips.




8Getting There & Away


AIR

Pacific Coastal Airlines (www.pacificcoastal.com) services arrive from Vancouver ($265, 65 minutes, two to three daily). The airport is 11km southeast of town and around $25 in a taxi.




BOAT

BC Ferries ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-386-3431; www.bcferries.com) services arrive from Prince Rupert (passenger/vehicle $175/398, 16 hours, schedules vary) via the scenically splendid Inside Passage. The ferry terminal is 10km by road from the town center at Bear Cove.




BUS

Tofino Bus ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-725-2871; www.tofinobus.com) services head once a day to all points south on Vancouver Island including Port McNeill ($17, 50 minutes) and Campbell River ($60, three hours).








Cape Scott Provincial Park

This should be your number-one destination if you really want to experience the raw, ravishing beauty of BC, especially its unkempt shorelines, breeze-licked rainforests and lonely sandy bays animated with tumbling waves and beady-eyed seabirds. The nature-hugging trailhead of this remote park on the island’s crenulated northern tip is more than 550km from Victoria.


1Sights & Activities


Raft Cove Provincial ParkPARK

(www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/parkpgs/raft_cove)


Tiny (8-sq-km) Raft Cove lies south of much larger Cape Scott Provincial Park in Vancouver Island’s northwest corner. A short 2km trail brings you to the wide, crescent beach and to the beautiful lagoons of Raft Cove. You’re likely to have the entire 1.3km expanse to yourself, although anti-social surfers come here for some splendid isolation on the waves.





Cape Scott Provincial ParkPARK

(www.capescottpark.com)


One of Vancouver Island’s most ruggedly alluring parks, this isn’t the easiest one to access but once you step onto its tree-backed beaches and blink in the sunlight, you’ll realize exactly why you made the effort.





[image: icon-top-choice]oNorth Coast TrailHIKING

The North Coast Trail parallels the north coast of Vancouver Island between Shushartie Bay and Nissen Bight before turning inland and merging with the Cape Scott Trail for its final 15km. On the way it passes sandy coves, deserted beaches and dense, wind-whipped rainforest, as well as a couple of river crossings on little cable cars.






TTours


Cove AdventuresHIKING

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-230-4575; www.coveadventuretours.com; 8640 Granville St; adult/child $195/145)


If you don’t fancy driving the rutted road to Cape Scott, join a tour with this excellent company that runs daily minibuses from Port Hardy between May and mid-October. The staff will take you along the San Josef Bay Trail and beyond and furnish you with stories of First Nations inhabitants and early Danish settlers. Expect to see wildlife.







8Information

For additional information on visiting Cape Scott Provincial Park and the North Coast Trail, visit www.capescottpark.com.




8Getting There & Away

It’s 70km of rough gravel road between Port Hardy and Cape Scott Provincial Park. Throw in logging trucks and inclement weather and the going can be tough. Be prepared.

If you’re aiming to tackle the North Coast Trail, take an early morning Cape Scott Water Taxi ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-949-6541; www.capescottwatertaxi.ca; 6555 Port Hardy Bay Rd) service to Shushartie Bay and, after your hike, hop the North Coast Trail Shuttle ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-949-6541; www.northcoasttrailshuttle.com) minibus back to Port Hardy. Book ahead for both services. The boat/bus costs $100/80 per person.








SOUTHERN GULF ISLANDS

Stressed Vancouverites love escaping into the restorative arms of these laid-back islands, strung like a shimmering necklace between the mainland and Vancouver Island. Formerly colonized by hippies and US draft dodgers, Salt Spring, Galiano, Mayne, Saturna, and North and South Pender deliver on their promise of rustic, sigh-triggering getaways. For more visitor information, see www.sgislands.com.


Salt Spring Island

[image: icon-phonegif]%250 / POP 10,500

The busiest and most developed of the Southern Gulf Islands, Salt Spring has a reputation for palatial vacation homes, but it’s also lined with artist studios and artisan food-and-drink producers who welcome visitors. Well worth a long weekend visit, the heart of the community is Ganges, home of Salt Spring’s awesome summer market.


1Sights


[image: icon-top-choice]oSaturday MarketMARKET

(www.saltspringmarket.com; Centennial Park, Ganges; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-4pm Sat Apr-Oct)


At the best market in British Columbia, the gigantic cornucopia of produce, edible goodies and locally made artworks lures everyone like a magnet on summer Saturdays. Arrive in the morning; it can be oppressively jam-packed at times. Alternatively, join the locals at the smaller, produce-only Tuesday market. Everything at both markets is made, baked or grown on the island.





Salt Spring Island AlesBREWERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-653-2383; www.saltspringislandales.com; 270 Furness Rd; [image: icon-hoursgif]hnoon-6pm)


Colonizing a rustic, cedar-built shack in the woods, this microbrewery’s standing-room-only tasting room offers a roster of all-organic brews, from Scottish-style Heather Ale to the oddly appetizing Earl Grey IPA. There are always intriguing seasonal beers to try as well; takeout available.





Salt Spring Island CheeseFARM

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-653-2300; www.saltspringcheese.com; 285 Reynolds Rd; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-5pm, to 4pm Oct-Apr; [image: icon-familygif]c)


A family-friendly farmstead with a strollable garden, wandering chickens and a winery-like tasting room and shop, this quintessential Salt Spring spot produces goat- and sheep-milk chèvres, feta and Camembert styles; the soft goat-cheese rounds in several flavors (the peppercorn one packs a punch) are the farm’s specialty. You can watch the handmade production through special windows but look out for the farm’s gamboling goats.







4Sleeping & Eating


[image: icon-top-choice]oHastings House HotelHOTEL$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%800-661-9255; www.hastingshouse.com; 160 Upper Ganges Rd, Ganges; d from $485; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


This smashing rustic-chic hotel with 17 rooms is just up the hill from the main Ganges action, but it feels like staying in a country cottage estate in England – indeed it was built by an Englishman in 1939 to resemble his historic Sussex home. The immaculate grounds are strewn with locally made artworks and the waterfront views are like a pastoral watercolor.





[image: icon-top-choice]oTree House CafeCANADIAN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-537-5379; www.treehousecafe.ca; 106 Purvis Lane, Ganges; mains $12-18; [image: icon-hoursgif]h8am-4pm, to 10pm Wed-Sun, reduced hours Sep-Jun)


At this magical outdoor dining experience, you’ll be sitting in the shade of a large plum tree as you choose from a menu of North American–style pastas, Mexican specialties and gourmet burgers and sandwiches. The roasted-yam quesadilla is a local favorite, perhaps washed down with a Salt Spring Island Ales porter. There’s live music Wednesday to Sunday nights in summer.







8Information

Salt Spring Island Visitor Information Centre ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-537-5252; www.saltspringtourism.com; 121 Lower Ganges Rd, Ganges; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-4pm May-Oct, 11am-3pm Nov-Apr) A one-stop shop for activity suggestions and accommodations ideas.




8Getting There & Away

BC Ferries (www.bcferries.com) has frequent services arriving at Long Harbour (from Tsawwassen and other Gulf Islands), Fulford Harbour (from Swartz Bay) and Vesuvius Bay (from Crofton).

Harbour Air ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-537-9880; www.harbourair.com) offers floatplane services from YVR South terminal to Ganges Harbour ($135, up to four daily).






North & South Pender Islands

[image: icon-phonegif]%250 / POP 2250

Ah, the Penders…those gloriously laid-back isles where every other person seems to be an artist, bus stops have been replaced by ‘car stops’ and the roadsides are littered with unstaffed farm stalls where you can buy eggs and fruit by putting money into an honesty box. With pioneer farms, old-time orchards and dozens of coves and beaches, this is a great place to slip into another time.

There are two Penders – north and south – separated by a narrow channel and joined by a bridge. Larger North Pender is where most of the services can be found. For visitor information, check www.penderislandchamber.com.


1Sights & Activities


Sea Star VineyardsWINERY

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-629-6960; www.seastarvineyards.ca; 6621 Harbour Hill Dr, North Pender; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11am-5pm May-Sep)


Once upon a time you had to fly to France for the kind of idyllic wine-supping experience offered at Sea Star. Water glistens like tin-foil through the trees, vines cling to huge step-like terraces and the handsome tasting room dispenses wine made from nine different varieties of grape. Crisp whites are a specialty.





Pender Island Kayak AdventuresKAYAKING

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-629-6939; www.kayakpenderisland.com; 4605 Oak Rd, North Pender; rentals/tours from $30/65)


Venture out with a paddle (and hopefully a boat) into the calm waters of Port Browning. The marina-based operator also rents SUPs (per hour $25) and bicycles (per two hours $25), and runs popular guided kayak tours; the sunset bliss tour is especially recommended. It also runs multiday tours – great if you want to go in-depth (while still remaining in your kayak).







4Sleeping & Eating


Woods on PenderCABIN$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-629-3353; www.woodsonpender.com; 4709 Canal Rd, North Pender; d/cabin/Airstream from $130/220/275; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


With lodge rooms and rustic cabins also available, the stars here are the six self-catering Airstream caravans, each with its own barbecue-equipped deck. The tree-lined site also includes hot tubs, outdoor games and a restaurant serving farm-to-table food. There’s a three-night minimum stay in summer.





Vanilla Leaf Bakery CafeCAFE$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-629-6453; 17/4605 Bedwell Harbour Rd, Driftwood Centre, North Pender; snacks $3-8; [image: icon-hoursgif]h7am-5pm, from 8am Sun; [image: icon-wifigif]W)


Superb pastries both sweet and savory are served here along with organic coffee. Safeguarded behind a glass partition, you can admire pistachio-cream Danish pastries, steak-and-ale pies and the dangerous-looking ‘mile-high apple pie.’ It’s located in the Driftwood Centre with extra seating (and a summer ice-cream trolley) on a square of lawn outside.







8Getting There & Away

BC Ferries (www.bcferries.com) services arrive from Tsawwassen (adult/child/car $18/9/67), Swartz Bay (adult/child/car $12/6/36) and other islands.


Seair Seaplanes ([image: icon-phonegif]%604-273-8900; www.seairseaplanes.com) services arrive on North Pender from Vancouver International Airport ($125, three daily).






Mayne Island

[image: icon-phonegif]%250 / POP 1100

One of the smaller and quieter Gulf Islands, Mayne wasn’t always so soporific. In the 1850s, gold-seeking miners made camp here on their way to the Cariboo in the BC interior. These days the biggest racket is probably the sound of a folksy guitarist strumming at the summer farmers market.

Measuring 21 sq km, Mayne is conveniently compact (you can circumnavigate it on foot in half a day) but ideal for crowd-escaping tourists who are happy with life’s simple pleasures – a good bakery, a tasteful small resort and perfect kayaking waters off Bennett Bay.

For further visitor information, see www.mayneislandchamber.ca.


1Sights


Japanese GardenGARDENS

(Dinner Point Rd, Dinner Bay Community Park) [image: icon-free]F


This immaculate Japanese Garden was built by locals to commemorate the island’s early-20th-century Japanese residents, most of whom were interred in BC’s interior during WWII. With its pond, stone lanterns, trees and large bell, it’s a meditative place even by easygoing Mayne standards.





Farmers MarketMARKET

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-222-0034; 430 Fernhill Rd, Agricultural Hall; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-1pm Sat May-Oct)


The perfect place to synchronize with Mayne’s offbeat rhythms, this rustic market in and around the Agricultural Hall serves up lush homegrown produce, a crusty baked treat or three and some locally made arts and crafts. With live music and a retro hippy-dippy vibe, on summer Saturdays it’ll seem like every islander is right here.







4Sleeping & Eating


Mayne Island ResortHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-539-3122; www.mayneislandresort.com; 494 Arbutus Dr; d/villa $159/299; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-swimkgif]s[image: icon-petgif]#)


Superbly inviting option with lots of deluxe flourishes, there are cottages and inn rooms to choose from here. You’ll also find a restaurant (www.bennettbaybistro.com; mains $15-28; [image: icon-hoursgif]h11:30am-8:30pm), on-site spa and beach proximity at this top-notch hotel.





Sunny Mayne Bakery CafeCAFE$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-539-2323; www.sunnymaynebakery.com; 472 Village Bay Rd; mains $4-10; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6am-6pm)


All Mayne visitors should make a beeline for the island’s most reliable eating joint (open year-round with earlier closing in the winter), a source of immense muffins, custom cakes, homemade pizzas and thick soups.







8Getting There & Away

BC Ferries (www.bcferries.com) services arrive at Village Bay from Tsawwassen (adult/child/car $18/9/67), Swartz Bay (adult/child/car $12/6/36) and other islands.

Seair Seaplanes flights arrive from Vancouver International Airport at Miners Bay ($125, two daily).






Galiano Island

[image: icon-phonegif]%250 / POP 1150

With the most ecological diversity of the Southern Gulf Islands, this skinny landmass – named after a 1790s Spanish explorer – offers activities for marine enthusiasts and landlubbers alike.

The Sturdies Bay ferry end is busier than the rest of the island (with restaurants and shops to match) while the island becomes ever more forested and tranquil as you drive away from the dock.


4Sleeping & Eating


[image: icon-top-choice]oGaliano InnHOTEL$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-539-3388; www.galianoinn.com; 134 Madrona Dr; d from $249; [image: icon-wifigif]W[image: icon-petgif]#)


The island’s most deluxe accommodations occupies a small unobtrusive collection of buildings right next to the ferry dock, complete with spa, manicured lawns and the casual-gourmet Atrevida Restaurant. All rooms face the placid water and the one-bedroom villas positively spoil you with multi-jet showers, wine coolers and outdoor patios/decks furnished with hot tubs, barbecues and wood-burning fireplaces.





Atrevida RestaurantCANADIAN$$$

([image: icon-phonegif]%250-539-3388; www.galianoinn.com; 134 Madrona Dr; mains $22-32; [image: icon-hoursgif]h6-9pm Jun-Sep, reduced hours Oct-May)


On busy nights (‘Sticky Finger Fridays’ are best, with hot finger food including chicken wings) the restaurant in the Galiano Inn transforms into the island’s social hub with live music, loud chatter and plate-loads of lamb burger sliders. Service is pretty informal but the food has gourmet flourishes.







8Information

Drop into the visitors info booth (www.galianoisland.com; 2590 Sturdies Bay Rd; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm Mon-Sat Jun-Aug, reduced hours Sep-May) before you leave the ferry area. Nearby Galiano Island Books ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-539-3340; www.galianoislandbooks.com; 76 Mardona Dr; [image: icon-hoursgif]h10am-5pm) also has friendly staff who can point you in the right direction.




8Getting There & Away

BC Ferries (www.bcferries.com) services arrive at the Sturdies Bay dock from Tsawwassen (adult/child/car $18/8/67, 55 minutes), Swartz Bay (adult/child/car $12/6/36, 1¼ hours) and other islands.

Seair Seaplanes flights from Vancouver International Airport arrive at Montague Harbour ($119, two daily).









Understand the Pacific Northwest




HISTORY

From first inhabitants to explorers, settlers and later migrants, the region has always attracted those with a love of the great outdoors.




LIFE AS A PACIFIC NORTHWESTERNER

Nature-loving hippies, outdoors nuts, latte lovers, beer geeks… all comers enjoy the Northwest’s laid-back lifestyle.




MUSIC & THE ARTS

There’s creativity galore in this progressive and inspiring region, home to right-brain thinkers and mind-blowing art.




WILD THINGS

Find the best places to spot bald eagles, orcas and the Northwest’s signature animal, the Roosevelt elk.




SUSTAINABLE PACIFIC NORTHWEST

The region is a leader in recycling, bike friendliness, public transportation, renewable-energy use and green architecture.








History




The human history of the Pacific Northwest started about 20,000 years ago, when people first stepped into North America via a land bridge from Siberia to Alaska – now the Bering Strait. These early hunter-gatherers, the ancestors of Native Americans, spread through the Americas over millennia. In the mid-16th century, white people came knocking. Explorers from Portugal, Spain, Britain and Russia made claims, but it was the expedition of Americans Lewis and Clark that mapped and defined the region.



[image: 28-historic-trails-pnw8-jpg]


Native Americans

Early coastal inhabitants – who tramped up and down the Pacific Coast, around Puget Sound and along river valleys – went out to sea in pursuit of whales or sea lions, or depended on catching salmon and cod and collecting shellfish. On land they hunted deer and elk while gathering berries and roots. Plenty of food was stored for the long winters, when free time could be spent on artistic, religious and cultural pursuits like putting on potlatches (ceremonial feasts), taking part in vision quests (spiritual trances) or carving dancing masks and totem poles. The construction of (ornately carved) cedar canoes led to extensive trading networks among the permanent settlements that stretched along the coast.

Inland, on the arid plateaus between the Cascades and the Rocky Mountains, a regional culture based on seasonal migration between rivers and temperate uplands developed among tribes including the Nez Percé, Cayuse, Spokane, Yakama and Kootenai. During salmon runs, the tribes gathered at rapids and waterfalls to net or harpoon fish, which they then dried or smoked. One such spot, highly significant to many native peoples as both fishing grounds and a community gathering place, was Celilo Falls, located 12 miles east of the present city of The Dalles on the Columbia River (unfortunately, construction of the Dalles Dam in 1957 submerged these falls).

In the harsh landscapes of Oregon’s southern desert, yet another native culture evolved. Tribes such as the Shoshone, Paiute and Bannock were nomadic peoples who hunted and scavenged in the northern reaches of the Great Basin desert. Berries, roots and small game such as gophers and rabbits constituted their meager diet. Clusters of easily transported, woven-reed shelters made up migratory villages, while religious and cultural life focused on shamans, who could tap into the spirit world to heal sickness or bring success in hunting.


Today, Oregon has 10 federally recognized Native American tribes, while Washington has nearly 30 and British Columbia over a hundred.






European Explorers

The first Europeans to clap eyes on the area were the crew of Portuguese explorer Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo. In 1542 his ships sailed from Mexico and, under the command of Bartolomé Ferrelo (Cabrillo had died along the way), reached the mouth of the Rogue River in 1543; this is where the city of Gold Beach now stands. English explorer Sir Francis Drake checked out the region in 1579, but by the 18th century the Spanish had colonized the southern parts of California and begun to explore the northern Pacific Coast in earnest. They were looking for the Northwest Passage, a fabled direct water route from the Pacific Ocean to the Atlantic Ocean. By 1774, Spanish frigates reached as far north as the Queen Charlotte Islands, claiming the Northwest coast for the Spanish crown.

The British, not to be outdone, were also looking for the Northwest Passage. In 1778, Captain James Cook explored the coast of present-day Oregon, Washington and British Columbia, landing at Nootka Sound on Vancouver Island. With him was George Vancouver, who in 1792 became the first European explorer to sail and chart the waters of Puget Sound (and left quite a legacy – Fort Vancouver, Vancouver, BC, Vancouver Island and Vancouver, WA, are all named after him). The Spanish attempted to build colonies along the Northwest coast; however, European politics forced Spain to give up its Northwest claim to Britain in 1792.

The Americans entered the scene in 1792 when Captain Robert Gray spotted the mouth of the Columbia River, where Astoria is today, through obscuring sandbars and hazardous currents. He sailed up the great waterway, traded with the Native Americans and named this great river the Columbia, in honor of his ship. The true importance of his discovery would be realized later, when it supported US territorial claims to the area.


In 1793, Scottish explorer Alexander Mackenzie became the first European to reach the Pacific Ocean (north of Mexico) via an overland route, beating Lewis and Clark by 12 years. He crossed the Canadian Rockies and reached present-day Bella Coola, BC, where an inscribed rock marks his arrival.




The Northwest Passage, a sea route connecting the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans through Canada’s northern islands, is blocked by thick ice much of the year. However, climate change has now made it possible for ships to navigate this fabled waterway much more easily.






Lewis & Clark

Like European explorers before them, Lewis and Clark came to the Pacific Northwest in search of adventure – and the fabled Northwest Passage. It started in 1801, when US president Thomas Jefferson enlisted his personal secretary, Meriwether Lewis, as leader of an expedition to chart North America’s western regions. The goal was to find a waterway to the Pacific while exploring the newly acquired Louisiana Purchase and establishing a foothold for American interests. Lewis, then 27, had no training for exploration but couldn’t resist this grand opportunity. He convinced his good friend, 33-year-old William Clark, an experienced frontiersman and army veteran, to tag along. In 1804, the party left St Louis, MO, heading west with an entourage of 40 adventurers.


The Corps of Discovery – the expedition’s official name – fared relatively well, in part because of the presence of Sacagawea. This young Shoshone woman had been sold to, and become the wife of, Toussaint Charbonneau, a French-Canadian trapper who was part of the entourage. Sacagawea proved invaluable as a guide, interpreter and ambassador to the area’s Native Americans. York, Clark’s African American servant, also softened tensions between the group and the Native Americans.

The party traveled some 8000 miles in about two years, documenting everything they came across in their journals with such bad spelling that it must have taken historians a few extra years just to sort out what they wrote. Meticulous notes were made on 122 animals and 178 plants, with some new discoveries along the way. On November 15, 1805, the party finally reached the mouth of the Columbia River and the Pacific Ocean at Cape Disappointment (now a state park in Washington). Needing to bed down for the winter, they established Fort Clatsop just south of Astoria, which today has been reconstructed in the Lewis & Clark National Historical Park.

Lewis and Clark returned to a heroes’ welcome in St Louis in 1806. Lewis was later appointed governor of the Louisiana Territory, but he died a year later, possibly murdered but more likely by suicide. Clark became governor of the Missouri Territory, living to be 68.


Undaunted Courage, by Stephen Ambrose, is a compelling account of the Lewis and Clark expedition, following the footsteps of their extraordinary journey to the Pacific and back again.




The daily logs of Lewis and Clark, as presented in Bernard DeVoto’s carefully edited Journals of Lewis and Clark, are full of wild adventures, misspellings and wonderful candor.






Otters & Beavers Lose Out

The British and Americans soon tapped into the Northwest’s bounty of fur-bearing wildlife. While in the Northwest in 1778, Cook’s crew traded with Native Americans for animal pelts, of which sea otter and beaver were the most valuable. This trade dominated British and US economic interests in the northern Pacific for the next 30 years, until the War of 1812 stuck a thorn in the side of relations between the two countries.

Trappers from two competing British fur-trading companies – the Hudson’s Bay Company (HBC, still in operation today) and the North West Company – began to expand from their bases around Hudson’s Bay and the Great Lakes, edging over the Rocky Mountains to establish fur-trading forts. These forts traded with local Native Americans for beaver, otter, fox, wolf or whatever other fur-bearing animal had yet to be wiped out. In 1811 the American fur magnate John Jacob Astor established a post in Astoria (where currently there’s a historical building housing the Fort George Brewery). During the War of 1812, however, it was sold to the North West Company, which merged with the HBC in 1821. The HBC created a network of relationships with Native American tribes throughout the region, establishing headquarters at Fort Vancouver – today a National Historic Site.

By 1827 the Northwest’s borders were becoming more defined. Spain had withdrawn its claim, establishing the northern border of New Spain at the 47th parallel (the current Oregon–California border). Russian ambitions were limited to the land north of the 54°40’ parallel, at the start of the Alaska panhandle, near Prince Rupert, BC. The USA, through the Louisiana Purchase, owned all land south of the 49th parallel and east of the Rocky Mountains, while Britain controlled the territory north of this line. This left a vast territory of present-day BC – the states of Oregon, Washington and Idaho, and parts of western Montana and Wyoming – open to claims by both Britain and the USA.

The Treaty of Ghent, which ended the War of 1812, included an amendment that declared a joint custody (of sorts) of the Pacific Northwest: Britain and the USA could continue economic development in the area, but neither could establish an official government.




On the Chinese market, an exceptional sea-otter pelt could fetch the equivalent of a year’s pay for a fur-company laborer.




The Americans Settle In

Unlike most other early trading posts, which were basically repositories for goods, Fort Vancouver became a thriving, nearly self-sufficient agricultural community complete with mills, a dairy, gardens and fields.

Canadian-born Dr John McLoughlin, often called the ‘father of Oregon,’ was the capable steward of this post. He encouraged settlement beyond the precincts of the fort, and allowed retired HBC trappers to settle along the Willamette River in an area still called French Prairie. By 1828 these French Canadians, with their Native American wives, began to clear the land and build cabins. McLoughlin established a mill and incorporated the first town in the Northwest in 1829, at Oregon City. He later built a house there, which today is a museum.


The eventual decline of the fur trade, along with an influx of American farmers, traders and settlers from the east, all helped loosen the weakening British Empire’s grip on the Pacific Northwest. But it was the missionaries who probably played the biggest role. In 1834, New England Methodists Daniel and Jason Lee founded a mission just north of present-day Salem. Other missionaries arrived in 1836, establishing missions near today’s Walla Walla, WA, and Lewiston, ID.

Losing ground despite the Treaty of Ghent, the HBC hedged its bets and established another center of operations further north at Fort Victoria, on Vancouver Island, BC. But the federal government did not offer military intervention to rid the area of British stragglers. If the settlers wanted an independent civil authority, they would have to do the dirty work themselves.




Rounding the Turn at Champoeg

By the early 1840s, the Willamette Valley had become home to a rag-tag mix of 700 French-Canadian farmers, retired trappers, Protestant missionaries and general adventurers. Eager to establish some order to the region, the settlers created the framework for a budding government. Meetings led to an 1843 vote at Champoeg, along the Willamette River about 30 miles south of Portland (now Champoeg State Heritage Area). By a razor-thin 52-to-50 margin, a measure was passed to organize a provisional government independent of the HBC. The land north of the Columbia, however, would remain in control of the British – for a bit longer.

Meanwhile, the USA–Canada boundary dispute became a hotbed of contention. There was a fervent settler movement to occupy the Northwest all the way up to present-day Alaska. The 1844 presidential campaign slogan became ‘54/40 or fight’ (referring to the geographical parallel). The bickering finally ended in 1846, when the British and Americans negotiated the Treaty of Oregon and agreed to today’s present USA–Canada border, which runs along the 49th parallel.

Accepting its inevitable fate, the HBC gave up its headquarters at Fort Vancouver and high-tailed it north to Fort Victoria on Vancouver Island (many British citizens followed, and Vancouver Island was designated a Crown colony in 1849). In 1848, Oregon officially became a US territory.




In 1859 Oregon became the 33rd state of the union. It voted to outlaw slavery, but free blacks still couldn’t settle here, and only white men over 21 were allowed to vote.




Follow the Oregon Trail

The party was now just getting started. In the Willamette Valley, nearly 900 new settlers arrived in one go, more than doubling the area’s population. They were a trickle in what became a flood of migrants following the 2170-mile Oregon Trail, which edged south around the footsteps of the explorers before them – first Lewis and Clark, then adventurous fur trappers and intrepid missionaries (good interpretive centers exist today in Oregon’s La Grande and Baker City). Between 1843 and 1860, over 50,000 fresh faces arrived to a brand-new future in the gorgeous Pacific Northwest.

Spanning six states, the Oregon Trail sorely tested the families who embarked on this perilous trip. Their belongings were squirreled away under canvas-topped wagons, which often trailed livestock. The journey could take up to eight months, and by the time the settlers reached eastern Oregon, their food supplies were running on fumes. And there was one last challenge: when the weary parties arrived at the Columbia River in The Dalles, they had to choose between rafting themselves and all their belongings through the rapids in the Columbia River Gorge, or struggling up the flanks of Mt Hood and descending via the precipitous Barlow Trail.

The journey ended at Oregon City, at the base of the falls of the Willamette River, which became the region’s early seat of government. Above the falls, in the river’s broad agricultural basin, small farming communities sprang up. Not far away, Portland, near the Willamette’s confluence with the Columbia River, took on an early importance as a trade center.

After Fort Vancouver fell to the Americans in 1846, explorers began to mosey up the Cowlitz River into the Puget Sound area, initially putting down roots at Tumwater near Olympia. By 1851, a group of Oregon Trail pioneers, led by brothers Arthur and David Denny, set their sights on Elliott Bay and founded the port city of Seattle.


In 1846, seeking a route around the daunting Columbia River Gorge, a party of pioneers began to blaze a southern route into the Willamette Valley. This new Applegate Trail cut through the deserts of Nevada and California before turning north through the valleys of Southern Oregon. Immigrants along this route established towns such as Eugene, and scouted the land in the Rogue, Umpqua and Klamath River valleys.

By the late 1850s, settlers had staked claims to the best land in the western valleys. Some folks began looking east of the Cascades, particularly to the Grande Ronde River valley of present-day Oregon and the Walla Walla River valley of what would be Washington. Eastern Oregon didn’t become a hot spot until the discovery of gold there in the 1860s.


Among the provisions recommended for those traveling the Oregon Trail were coffee (15lb per person), bacon (25lb per person), 1lb of castile soap, citric acid to prevent scurvy, and a live cow for milk and emergency meat.




NORTHERN GOLD

Nothing draws fortune seekers more than the lure of riches. In 1851, gold was discovered in Southern Oregon near the Rogue River valley. Prospectors and scoundrels flooded in, boomtowns popped up overnight and native populations were brushed aside. A year later gold was discovered near Scottsburg along the Umpqua River, while along the coast miners washed gold dust out of sands near Coos Bay and Gold Beach.

In 1861, the Blue Mountains of eastern Oregon became the next target for gold seekers, but violent clashes ensued between Native Americans and the newcomers. The result for most Native Americans was forced relocation to reservations, some as far away as Oklahoma. Meanwhile, the rush kept moving north into British Columbia’s Fraser River and, over the next few decades, beyond into the Yukon Territory.






Decimation of Native Americans

By 1860 the Pacific Northwest’s coast was strung with white settlements, and most major cities had been founded. The area’s wildlife, especially the beaver and otter populations, had been nearly extinguished. European diseases had devastated whole Native American communities, while alcoholism took its own insidious toll on their cultures.

Missionaries eventually delivered the final blow. In 1847, near Walla Walla, the Whitman mission’s attempts to bring Christianity to eastern Washington tribes ended in tragedy. The Cayuse Native Americans slew over a dozen missionaries in revenge for a measles epidemic. Settlers now felt justified in removing Native Americans from their land and incarcerating them on reservations. Coastal Native Americans were marched or shipped to reservations in 1855 and 1856, where increased illness, starvation and dislocation led to the complete extinction of many tribal groups. Even on Vancouver Island, where British policies were generally more enlightened, most arable land was given to European settlers. Missionaries worked to make illegal the traditional potlatches that formed the nucleus of coastal Native American religion and social life.


East of the Cascades, Native Americans were more resistant to the US military and settlers. Fierce battles were fought between the US Army and various tribes from 1855 to 1877. Especially bloody were the Rogue River and Modoc Wars, in Southern Oregon, and the Cayuse War, near Walla Walla. However, these Native American groups also ended up on reservations, dependent upon the federal government for subsistence.


The incidents leading up to, during and after the tragic Whitman Massacre, which had wide-ranging repercussions in Oregon’s history, are detailed at www.oregonpioneers.com/whitman.htm.




CHIEF SEALTH

‘How can you buy or sell the sky, the warmth of the land?’ Chief Sealth of the Duwamish tribe reportedly stated in his famous 1854 speech. ‘If we do not own the freshness of the air and the sparkle of the water, how can you buy them? Every shining pine needle, every sandy shore, every mist in the dark woods, every clearing and humming insect is holy in the memory and experience of my people…’ Though it’s unlikely Chief Sealth uttered these exact words, his thoughts are probably reflected in them.

The Seattle area was originally the homeland of the peaceful Duwamish tribe, who initially welcomed members of the Denny party (who founded Seattle) when they arrived in 1851. Chief Sealth (1786–1866) had urged peaceful coexistence between his tribe and the whites. Relations with other tribes in Puget Sound were not as good, however – in 1855, warfare erupted between the Native Americans and European settlers, and in the end the settlers prevailed.

The Duwamish were moved to the Port Madison Reservation in 1856, despite their peaceable history. In part to recognize Chief Sealth’s aid and pacifist efforts, the settlers renamed their village ‘Seattle,’ in the chief’s honor. Today, his grave site lies in the cemetery behind St Peter’s Church in Suquamish, just outside Seattle.






More Recent Times

By the 1880s, the Northwest’s port cities boomed with the region’s rich agricultural, fishing and logging resources. The Northern Pacific Railroad linked the Northwest to the eastern USA, making national markets more accessible and bringing in more settlers. Seattle became the area’s most important seaport in 1897 when gold was discovered in the Canadian Klondike and prospectors poured into the city.

The World Wars brought further economic fortune to the Pacific Northwest, when the area became the nation’s largest lumber producer and both Oregon’s and Washington’s naval yards bustled, along with William Boeing’s airplane factory. The region continued to prosper through the second half of the 20th century, attracting new migrations of educated, progressively minded settlers from the nation’s east and south. In the 1980s and ’90s, the economy shifted to the high-tech industry, embodied by Microsoft in Seattle and Intel in Portland.

But growth has not come without cost. The production of cheap hydroelectricity and massive irrigation projects along the Columbia have led to the near-irreversible destruction of the river’s ecosystem. Dams have all but eliminated most runs of native salmon and have further disrupted the lives of remaining Native Americans who depend on the river. Logging of old-growth forests has left ugly scars, while ‘Silicon Forest’ had its own economic collapse at the turn of the 21st century. And Washington’s Puget Sound area and Portland’s extensive suburbs are groaning under the weight of rapidly growing population centers.

Still, the Pacific Northwest’s inhabitants generally manage to find a reasonable balance between their natural resources and the region’s continued popularity. The Northwest continues to be one of the USA’s most beautiful places to visit…and settle down.




Native People of the Northwest: A Traveler’s Guide to Land, Art and Culture, by Jan Halliday and Gail Chehak, is a hands-on guide to Native American hot spots like galleries, museums and historical sites.



Timeline

20,000 BC

Nomadic people cross a land bridge connecting Asia and North America and disperse southward, becoming the ancestors of today’s Native Americans.

c 13,000 BC

Epic glacial floods carve out 4000ft cliffs along an 80-mile section of the Columbia River Gorge. Eventually the river will stretch to 1243 miles in length.

c 5600 BC

Mt Mazama erupts in an explosion estimated to be over 40 times more powerful than Mt St Helens’ in 1980. The subsequent caldera creates what is now Crater Lake, OR.

1543

Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo’s crew are the first Europeans to sight the Pacific Northwest coast. Cabrillo himself didn’t see it, having died along the way.

1756–63

In the Seven Years’ War (or the ‘French and Indian War’), France loses to England and withdraws from Canada.

1792

American Robert Gray finds the elusive mouth of the Columbia River and sails upstream, becoming the first non–Native American to do so. He names the river after his ship, the Columbia Rediviva.

1804

The Lewis and Clark expedition – which consisted of 33 members, including Sacagawea – leaves St Louis, MO, on its journey toward the Pacific Ocean.

1805

Lewis and Clark finally reach the Pacific Ocean after 18 months of traveling. They lay groundwork that immensely aids future US expansion toward the West.

1811

Pacific Fur Company mogul John Jacob Astor establishes Fort Astoria, the first permanent US settlement on the Pacific Coast. He later becomes the country’s first millionaire.

1825

Hudson’s Bay Company establishes Fort Vancouver, which becomes the most prominent European presence in the Northwest. Today, Washington state’s Vancouver is located here.

1836

The Whitman Party (which includes the first two women to travel the Oregon Trail) establishes a mission near Walla Walla, WA. Their adventures would end in tragedy 11 years later.

1846

The Oregon Treaty establishes a 49th-parallel boundary and brings an end to land disputes between the US and Britain. Both countries had jointly occupied the region since the Treaty of 1818.

1847

The Whitman Massacre starts the Cayuse War, resulting in the decimation of the Cayuse people and their forced relocation onto a reservation.

1848

The Oregon territory officially becomes US land, with its capital at Oregon City. The territory’s borders encompass today’s Oregon, Washington and Idaho, plus parts of Wyoming and Montana.

1851

The first significant gold deposits are discovered near Jacksonville, starting a gold rush in Oregon. Thousands of fortune seekers pour into the state, creating new settlements and small towns.

1853

The Washington Territory is created from the northernmost half of the Oregon Territory. Its borders later change, but they become permanent when Washington state is created in 1889.

1856

Despite their peaceable history, the Duwamish people are moved to the Port Madison Reservation.

1858

Cascade Railroad Company is the region’s first railroad and begins operations in the Columbia River Gorge. It will take 25 years for transcontinental rail lines to finally reach the Pacific Northwest.

1859

On February 14, Oregon is admitted into the union and becomes the USA’s 33rd state.

1861

Gold is discovered in the Blue Mountains of eastern Oregon.

1889

On November 11, President Benjamin Harrison signs a bill making Washington the USA’s 42nd state.

1899

Mt Rainier National Park is established on March 2, becoming the USA’s fifth national park. Mt Rainier is the highest point in the Cascade Range (over 14,000ft).

1937

After three years and $88 million, Bonneville Dam is completed on the Columbia River. The construction provides 3000 crucial jobs during the Great Depression.

1962

Seattle hosts the second major World’s Fair since WWII; the Space Needle opens on the first day of the fair, April 21.

1980

Mt St Helens blows her top, killing 57 people and destroying over 200 homes. Her elevation is cut from 9677ft to 8365ft, and where a peak once stood, a mile-wide crater is born.

1990

The northern spotted owl is declared a threatened species, barring timber industries from clear-cutting certain old-growth forests. The controversy sparks debate across the Pacific Northwest.

1995

Amazon, one of the first major companies to sell products online, is launched in Seattle. Originally started as a bookseller, it will not become profitable until 2001.

2010

Vancouver hosts the Olympic winter games and Canada wins 14 gold medals, including in men’s and women’s ice hockey. It is Canada’s third time hosting, and Vancouver’s first.

2012

Washington votes to legalize gay marriage. It also legalizes the production, sale and possession of marijuana – becoming one of the first states (along with Colorado) to do so.

2014

Oregon recognizes gay marriage, after a US District judge struck down a 10-year-old ban.

2015

Oregon votes to legalize recreational pot for people aged 21 and older.








Life as a Pacific Northwesterner




People in the Pacific Northwest are pretty cool cats, living a relatively laid-back lifestyle. But this doesn’t mean Northwesterners don’t care about what’s going on around them. On the contrary, they’re highly attuned to the economics and politics of the region, as well as to what’s going on outside it. Everyone is quick to voice their opinion, whether it’s about the right to own guns, ‘local’ versus ‘organic’ produce or the wisdom of the region’s new marijuana laws.




The People

A Texan, a Californian and an Oregonian were sitting around a campfire drinking. The Texan took a swig of whiskey, threw the bottle in the air and shot it with his pistol while yelling, ‘We have lots more whiskey where I come from!’ The Californian sipped his Zinfandel, grabbed the Texan’s pistol, threw the wine bottle in the air, and shot it while yelling, ‘We have lots more wine where I come from!’ The Oregonian guzzled his microbrew, grabbed the Texan’s pistol, threw the empty in the air but caught the bottle and shot the Californian. He said ‘We have lots of Californians where I come from, but I need to recycle this beer bottle.’

While not everyone in the Pacific Northwest is a tree-hugging hipster with activist tendencies and a penchant for lattes, many locals are proud of their independent spirit, profess a love for nature and, yes, will separate their plastics when it’s time to recycle. They’re a friendly lot and, despite the tendency to denigrate Californians, most are transplants themselves. Why did they all come here, from all edges of the globe? Among other things, for the lush scenery, the good quality of life and the lack of pretension that often afflicts bigger, more popular places. Primping and putting on airs is not a part of Northwestern everyday life, and wearing Gore-Tex outerwear to restaurants, concerts or social functions will rarely raise an eyebrow.

In a broad sense, the Northwest shares the general cultures of the US and Canada but adds its own personal twist. In rural parts of eastern Oregon and Washington, the personality of the Old West is still very much alive. Fishing towns have a distinctive and often gritty sensibility that comes from making a living on the stormy Pacific Ocean. Urban centers have a reputation for progressive, somewhat maverick politics. Also, some folk do put emphasis on ‘old family’ legitimacy and connections, boasting of ancestors who came across the Oregon Trail or who were early Brits in Victoria. And while most urban Americans and Canadians are tolerant of individual eccentricities, rural Northwesterners tend to be conservative and perhaps a little skeptical of strangers.

There is indeed a wide mix of peoples in this great region, but they do tend to share several things in common: a do-it-yourself ethic, a respect for the outdoors, and the desire to keep frills to a minimum. And a certain affableness – if you’re friendly to a local, whether they’re a city slicker or a country bumpkin, they often can’t help but be friendly right back.


Outdoor-loving Pacific Northwesterners like to commute to work by bike: it’s 3% of commuters in Seattle, a whopping 10% in Vancouver and 6% in Portland (the highest big-city percentage in the nation, whose average is a paltry 0.5%).






Livin’ the Life

The region’s gorgeous waters, forests and mountains certainly help define the lifestyle of Northwesterners. Here, people can be close to nature without sacrificing the comforts of a sophisticated metropolis. During the week they’ll work in city centers, dine at world-class restaurants and take in fine theatrical productions or cutting-edge live music. Then on weekends they’ll head to the beach or the ski slopes, or hike to the nearest mountaintop. And while they love their outdoors, Northwesterners can be just as happy inside their warm homes – especially when snow, drizzly rain and gray skies take over in winter. Reading, watching movies and drinking (be it beer, wine, coffee or a craft cocktail) are a few popular indoor pastimes, and the area is known for its bookstores, funky cinemas, breweries and cafes.

The Pacific Northwest lifestyle is generally relaxed, and a certain degree of eccentricity is even expected: that shabbily dressed, green-haired woman next to you at the coffee shop might be a tattoo artist – or a software developer at Microsoft. Portland’s unofficial motto is ‘Keep Portland Weird,’ while Seattle’s popular Fremont neighborhood proclaims the ‘freedom to be peculiar.’ And let’s not forget LGBTIQ+ folks, who are widely accepted and especially attracted to the Northwest’s liberal cities.

However, not everything is perfect in paradise; in big cities, urban sprawl and rising real-estate prices are a problem. And despite the large percentage of bicycle commuters, as well as great public-transportation systems, freeways get jammed during rush hour. Unemployment continues to be a big problem, as more and more people continue to be attracted to the region. Northwesterners are an adaptable lot, however. Like their ancestors who came over the Oregon Trail (or from California, the East Coast or Hong Kong), they’ve learned to change with the times – even as they voice their opinions the whole way.


THE SPORTING LIFE

Outdoor-loving Pacific Northwesterners cherish their sports, whether they’re players themselves or just watching their favorite teams go at it.

The Pacific Northwest’s only National Football League (NFL) franchise is the Seattle Seahawks. They played their first game in 1976 and have made it to the Super Bowl three times – in 2006; in 2013, when they beat the Denver Broncos by a huge margin (43 to eight); and in 2015. The American football regular season is September to December.

Generating nearly as much enthusiasm are contests between university teams, most notably the University of Washington Huskies, the Washington State University Cougars, the University of Oregon Ducks and the Oregon State University Beavers. The college football season runs from September to February.

Vancouver is home to the Canadian Football League’s BC Lions, who have won the Grey Cup six times, most recently in 2011 against the Winnipeg Blue Bombers. The season runs from June to November.

The Seattle Mariners are the region’s only Major League Baseball (MLB) team. Minor-league baseball has its fans as well, and is played by teams that include the Vancouver Canadians, Spokane Indians and Eugene Emeralds. Baseball season is April to October.

Portland’s Trail Blazers are currently the region’s only National Basketball Association (NBA) team; the season runs from late October through mid-April. Seattle’s professional women’s basketball team is the WNBA’s Seattle Storm; the city hasn’t had a professional men’s basketball team since the Supersonics moved to Oklahoma in 2008, though hopes are high that renovations to Key Arena will lure a team.

Visiting Vancouver during the October-to-April hockey season? Catch Canada’s favorite sport, pastime and religion. The National Hockey League’s Vancouver Canucks have never won the Stanley Cup, but they came close a few times, most recently in 2011. Seattle’s Thunderbirds and Portland’s Winter Hawks are a couple of the region’s other ice-hockey teams.

Major League Soccer (MLS) has become a wildly popular spectator sport in the Pacific Northwest – especially in Portland, where the Timbers FC is supported by some of the most enthusiastic fans of any sport anywhere. Games consistently sell out, and the city is planning to expand the stadium. The Seattle Sounders and the Vancouver Whitecaps are the region’s other two MLS teams, kicking it from March to October.

The National Women’s Soccer League (NWSL) was established in 2012, and is represented in the Pacific Northwest by the Seattle Reign FC and the Portland Thorns FC.






Multiculturalism

Combined, the current population of Oregon and Washington is 11.7 million, which amounts to about 3.5% of the total US population. By far the greatest concentrations of people huddle in Washington’s Puget Sound area and Oregon’s Willamette Valley. Oregon and Washington are among the fastest-growing states in the USA.

With a population of nearly five million, British Columbia (BC) is the third most populous Canadian province, partly due to immigration largely from Hong Kong and to movement within Canada. The greater Vancouver area is home to over half those people.

Most US Northwesterners are Caucasian; minority groups include Latinx, Asians and African Americans. BC, while largely founded by British settlers, has a much more racially mixed population. Over 45% of Vancouver’s population is made up of minority groups, most with an Asian background.

The US government recognizes over three dozen Pacific Northwestern Native American tribes, for whom reservations or trust lands have been set aside. A number of other Native American groups in the region have no federally recognized status – without which they are ineligible for government assistance to support tribal schools and cultural centers. Moreover, without legal recognition, it is difficult for tribes to maintain their cultural identity. The total Native American population of Oregon and Washington is around 194,000 (or 1.6% of the population).

In Canada, tribal bands control small tracts of land called reserves (though less than half of the country’s native peoples actually inhabit these lands). First Nations inhabitants of BC number roughly 220,000 (about 5% of BC’s population).


Washington and Oregon have some of the highest number of sanctuary cities – cities that protect undocumented immigrants – in the US.






Offbeat Beliefs

Only a quarter of Pacific Northwesterners have a religious affiliation, and a good chunk of those are adherents of Christianity, Judaism and the Mormon Church. Asians have brought Buddhism, Hinduism, Sikhism and Islam – especially to Vancouver – and New Age spirituality isn’t a stranger here. However, some even stranger and more exotic beliefs and religions have claimed footholds in the Northwest.

Ramtha’s School of Enlightenment, known for channeling and out-of-body experiences, is headquartered in Yelm, WA (the movie What the Bleep Do We Know was filmed partly in Portland’s Bagdad Theater, and its three directors were devotees). The Living Enrichment Center was a large ‘New Thought’ church located in Wilsonville, OR; it closed in 2004 because of a financial scandal. Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh – an Indian spiritual leader who started the Osho movement – created a community in Antelope, OR, that voted the city council out of office and legalized public nudity. He was deported in 1985. The story was covered in the excellent Wild Wild Country series (2018). Witchcraft-practicing Wiccans, despite their positive exposure on popular TV shows like Buffy the Vampire Slayer and Charmed, fear persecution and continue their tradition of secrecy; in fact, revealing oneself to others is called ‘coming out of the broom closet.’




Washington and Oregon are two of only a handful of US states with a ‘death with dignity’ act, by which some terminally ill patients are allowed to voluntarily end their lives.








Music & the Arts




Blame it on the weather, or maybe it’s all that natural beauty, but the Pacific Northwest is ground zero for right-brain thinkers and mind-blowing art. From music-makers to famous writers to glassblowers and cutting-edge architecture, you’ll find creativity galore in this progressive and inspiring region. And the more there is, the more artists it attracts – creative types flock here more and more to cavort with likeminded artists.




The Seattle Sound Then & Now

No other music genre is associated with the Pacific Northwest like grunge – that angst-driven, heavily riffed and distorted sound born in the late 1980s out of Seattle’s garages and cherished by Generation X. Evolved from music to a lifestyle (flannel shirt and ripped jeans, anyone?), grunge became a way to voice cynicism and disillusionment in a society of vanity and materialism.

Grunge started in the mid-1980s and was heavily influenced by a cult group called the Melvins, inspiring Seattle bands with their sludgy and aggressive mix of hardcore punk and heavy metal. Alternative rock band Green River also had a heavy hand in the genre’s beginnings – vocalist Mark Arm even coined the term ‘grunge’ (and its members later went on to start Mudhoney and Pearl Jam).

The real success didn’t explode until record label Sub Pop – which signed many of the bigger grunge band names – put out Nirvana’s Nevermind in 1991, skyrocketing the ‘Seattle Sound’ into mainstream music. Purists, however, shunned Nirvana for what they considered selling out to commercialism while overshadowing equally worthy bands like Soundgarden and Alice in Chains. In fact, some bands renounced their own fame and fortune, claiming it went against the spirit of the movement.


The general popularity of grunge continued through the early 1990s, but the very culture of the genre took part in its downfall. Bands lived hard and fast, never really taking themselves seriously: playing to friends for fun was more important than being successful in business. Many eventually succumbed to internal strife and drug abuse. The final blow was in 1994, when Kurt Cobain – the heart of Nirvana – found peace with a shotgun.

In the mid-1990s, post-grunge was born. It was a commercially friendly, more accessible version of grunge, borrowing the sound and aesthetics of its predecessor but with an uplifting spirit. Popular bands showcasing this new genre were Foo Fighters (with ex-Nirvana drummer Dave Grohl), Creed, Bush, Candlebox and Matchbox Twenty.


ROCKING OUT – ALBUMS FROM THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST

Black Mountain (Vancouver, BC) Black Mountain (2005)

The Dandy Warhols (Portland, OR) Thirteen Tales from Urban Bohemia (2000)

Death Cab for Cutie (Bellingham, WA) Plans (2005)

The Decemberists (Portland, OR) The Crane Wife (2006)

Foo Fighters (Seattle, WA) One by One (2002)

Hot Hot Heat (Victoria, BC) Make Up the Breakdown (2002)

Modest Mouse (Issaquah, WA) Lonesome Crowded West (1997)

The New Pornographers (Vancouver, BC) Mass Romantic (2000)

Pearl Jam (Seattle, WA) Ten (1991)

Pink Martini (Portland, OR) Sympathique (1997)

The Postal Service (Seattle, WA) Give Up (2003)

The Shins (Portland, OR) Chutes Too Narrow (2003)

Sleater-Kinney (Olympia, WA) Call the Doctor (1996)

Portugal. The Man (Portland, OR) Woodstock (2017)

Macklemore (Seattle, WA) The Heist (2012)

Neko Case (Vancouver, BC) The Worse Things Get, the Harder I Fight, the Harder I Fight, the More I Love You (2013)




Beyond Grunge

Rock wasn’t born in the Pacific Northwest, but the region has certainly attracted more than its share of creative musicians. Jimi Hendrix, Anthony Ray (Sir Mix-a-Lot) and the Wilson sisters (of Heart) all grew up in the Seattle area. Bryan Adams, Sarah McLachlan and Nelly Furtado have BC associations. Courtney Love (of Hole) was a teenage rockster in Portland, while Paul Revere and the Raiders put Oregon on the rock-music map in the mid-1960s.

A few cities have especially connected with indie music. Seattle was the original stomping ground for Modest Mouse, Death Cab for Cutie and Band of Horses – and still has fantastic local bands and some legendary venues. Olympia (WA) has been a hotbed of indie rock and riot grrrls, and birthplace of the groups Sleater-Kinney, Beat Happening and Bikini Kill. BC can claim popular indie bands like The New Pornographers, Black Mountain and Hot Hot Heat, as well as the punksters Subhumans.

It’s Portland, OR, however, which has really attracted indie bands: the city has boasted such diverse groups as folktronic hip-hop band Talkdemonic, alt-band The Decemberists and multigenre Pink Martini, not to mention The Shins, The Dandy Warhols, Blind Pilot, Blitzen Trapper, Elliott Smith and the newest big star, Portugal. The Man.

Meanwhile, jazz and blues are alive and kicking, thanks to the region’s early African American inhabitants. Seattle jazz was raging back in the 1930s and ’40s, but today avant-garde artists like Bill Frisell and Wayne Horvitz hold their own. Portland’s Grammy-winning jazz artist Esperanza Spalding has played in the White House twice, while blues musicians Robert Cray and Curtis Salgado got started in Eugene. Jazz performer Diana Krall lives (with hubby Elvis Costello) part-time in Vancouver, BC, also home to blues musician Jim Byrnes. All three major cities host popular jazz and blues festivals, and are home to major operas and symphonies.


Seattle has contributed to a more socially conscious form of hip-hop spearheaded by local boys Macklemore, Ryan Lewis and Wanz, who had the huge 2012 hit ‘Thrift Shop,’ extolling the virtues of secondhand clothes over bling.








Pacific Northwest in TV & Film

The Pacific Northwest has attracted the film and TV industries with low production costs, artistic talent and a range of gorgeous backdrops. However, many films produced in the region are set somewhere else: Oregon’s Cascades doubled as the Colorado Rockies in The Shining (Mt Hood’s Timberline Lodge had a cameo as the Overlook Hotel’s front exterior); Roslyn, WA, stood in as Alaska in the TV series Northern Exposure; and the Vancouver area has represented everything from Tibet in Martin Scorsese’s Kundun to New York City in Jackie Chan’s Rumble in the Bronx.


But the Northwest often appears as itself in motion pictures, too. Seattle’s skyline and quirky lifestyles are recognizable internationally, thanks to such productions as Sleepless in Seattle (1993) and the hit TV shows Frasier (1993–2004) and Grey’s Anatomy (2005–). The cult TV series Twin Peaks (1990 and 2017) was filmed in North Bend and Snoqualmie. Some of many movies filmed in Washington include An Officer and a Gentleman (1982), The Hunt for Red October (1990), My Own Private Idaho (1991) and The Ring (2002). The blockbuster Twilight movie series (2008–12) was partly or mostly (depending on the movie) filmed in Washington, Oregon and Vancouver, while Wild (2014) was shot in the Columbia Gorge and on Mt Hood, and Leave No Trace (2018) was filmed in Portland’s Forest Park.

Oregon has an equally lively resume of movie credits that include One Flew over the Cuckoo’s Nest (1975), Animal House (1978), The Goonies (1985), Stand by Me (1986), Point Break (1991) and The Road (2009). Portland often serves as a menacing backdrop for the brooding films of resident filmmaker Gus Van Sant, whose resume includes Drugstore Cowboy (1989), My Own Private Idaho (1991) and Elephant (2003), all filmed in the Pacific Northwest. Portland-born Matt Groening created the hit cartoon show The Simpsons (1989–), which has many references to Portland’s streets. TV series recently filming in Portland include Portlandia (2011–) and Grimm (2011–2017).

British Columbia is one of the centers of film in Canada, and Vancouver is a hot spot. Past movies and TV series shot in BC include The X-Files (1993–2002, 2016 and 2018), Roxanne (1987), The Butterfly Effect (2004) and An Unfinished Life (2005).


Best Film Festivals

Portland International Film Festival, February

Seattle International Film Festival, May–June

Vancouver International Film Festival, September–October

Northwest Film Makers’ Festival (Portland), November






Pacific Northwest by the Book

Many great writers have either grown up in the Pacific Northwest or now call this region home. Washington’s late Raymond Carver, known for his grim vision of working-class angst, has a collection of best stories in the volume Where I’m Calling From (1988). Novelist Mary McCarthy (1912–89) inspired the play Imaginary Friends by Nora Ephron and was known for her satirical, semi-autobiographical prose. David Guterson is famous for his award-winning Snow Falling on Cedars (1994), a vivid tale of prejudice in a San Juan Island fishing community. Popular author Tom Robbins, a La Conner resident, has won numerous devotees for his wacky, countercultural novels, including Even Cowgirls Get the Blues (1976).

Jon Krakauer is the award-winning author of Into Thin Air (1997) and Under the Banner of Heaven (2003), while Sherman Alexie is a Native American author who adapted his short story This Is What It Means to Say Phoenix, Arizona into the excellent movie Smoke Signals (1998). Timothy Egan, the Pulitzer Prize–winning novelist and journalist, lives in Seattle.

Oregon’s biggest literary name is the late Ken Kesey, whose One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest (1962) became a textbook of 1960s nonconformity and inspired a movie that won five Oscars; Kesey also penned the brilliant Sometimes a Great Notion (1964). Cheryl Strayed, whose much-adored 2012 memoir Wild – about hiking the Pacific Crest Trail – also became a well-loved movie, is a Portland resident. Novelist Chuck Palahniuk, best known for Fight Club (1996), lives part-time in Portland and writes about it in Fugitives and Refugees: A Walk in Portland, Oregon (2003). Lidia Yuknavitch, author of The Small Backs of Children (2015), was a protégé of Ken Kesey and is a big presence in the Portland literary scene. Portland also boasts two famous novelists with a bent toward science fiction and fantasy: the late Ursula K Le Guin, a prolific and multi-award-winning author, is responsible for The Left Hand of Darkness (1969) and The Farthest Shore (1972), while Jean Auel is best known for her widely read Clan of the Cave Bear series.


BC’s ever-active literary scene has cultivated a wide range of talent. The English novelist and poet Malcolm Lowry, who’s best known for his semi-autobiographical Under the Volcano (1947), lived in BC for many years before his death in Sussex, England. Former BC resident the late WP Kinsella’s award-winning novel Shoeless Joe (1982) was adapted for the film Field of Dreams (1989). Douglas Coupland (Generation X, 1991) makes his home in Vancouver, as does science-fiction guru William Gibson, who coined the term ‘cyberspace’ in his 1984 novel Neuromancer.


Powell’s Books claims to be the largest independent new and used bookstore in the world. The main store takes up a whole city block, and it’s been a part of Portland book culture since the early 1970s.






The Pacific Northwest’s First Art…

The first artists drawn to the Northwest’s beauty were coastal Native Americans, whose tribes included the Haida, Salish, Tlingit and Tsimshian. The best-known form of art in this region is the totem pole, clan symbols which denote wealth and prestige. Made of Western red cedar, these totems used stylized geometric shapes and the motifs of sacred animals (such as eagles, ravens and bears). They could reach 80ft in length and take up to a year to complete.

Carved wooden masks are another popular form of Northwest coast art. These were originally used in dances, traditional ceremonies and even wars, often depicting supernatural beings or animal heads. They’d often be painted in red and black, and decorated with hair, feathers, fur and shells. Valued highly by private collectors, these Native American masks can go for tens of thousands of dollars today.

The fanciest Haida dugout canoes, which could be up to 60ft long, sometimes boasted carved prows and were decorated with beautiful animal images. Some other art forms practiced by the region’s native peoples are basketry and blanket weaving.


Top Native American Art

Seattle Art Museum

University of Washington’s Burke Museum (Seattle)

University of Oregon Museum of Natural & Cultural History (Eugene)

Bill Reid Gallery of Northwest Coast Art (Vancouver)

UBC Museum of Anthropology (Vancouver)

Royal British Columbia Museum (Victoria)




…and Artists

Well-known Northwest coast artists include Bill Reid (1920–98), an outstanding Haida artist who acquired his skills from Mungo Martin, a Kwakiutl master carver of totem poles. He’s a descendant of Charles Edenshaw, another legendary carver and silversmith. Robert Davidson, a contemporary BC craftsman also of Haida descent, is a master mask- and totem-pole carver who has been highly awarded for his interpretation of traditional Haida forms. Yet another BC resident is Susan Point, who has combined personal style with traditional Salish art elements in a variety of artistic mediums; many of her works can be seen in public areas, such as at the Vancouver International Airport.


DALE CHIHULY

Dale Chihuly was born in Tacoma in 1941. After an education in design and fine arts, he apprenticed at Murano, the renowned glassmaking center near Venice. When Chihuly returned to the Seattle area in 1971, he helped found the Pilchuck Glass School, credited with transforming glass – previously used mostly for utilitarian or decorative purposes – into a medium of transcendent artistic expression. Chihuly’s blown-glass sculptures are infused with lush color, sensual textures and a physicality that is both massive and delicate.

Chihuly’s 25,000-sq-ft studio, called the Boathouse, is on Lake Union. In 1976 a car accident left him blind in one eye (he wears a trademark patch), and a few years later he dislocated a shoulder in a bodysurfing accident; ever since, he’s hired others to do the glassblowing. He now oversees a team of artisans who perform the principal construction of his works.

The Seattle area boasts a number of Chihuly installations, including the beautiful Chihuly Garden and Glass. Tacoma has some huge pieces in the entrance of its Federal Courthouse, and the best feature at the nearby Museum of Glass is an outdoor pedestrian bridge with a glass ceiling. For smaller-scale work, don’t miss Chihuly’s permanent collection at the Tacoma Art Museum.




Best Modern Art

Seattle Art Museum

Roq la Rue Gallery (Seattle)

Portland Art Museum

Schneider Museum of Art (Ashland)

Vancouver Art Gallery

Contemporary Art Gallery (Vancouver)








Architecture & Notable Buildings

Architecture in the Pacific Northwest is as progressive and eclectic as in any other modern region. Outside the big cities you can find architecturally quirky places like Leavenworth (boasting Bavarian buildings), Winthrop (with its Wild West feel) and Port Townsend (a Victorian-lover’s dream).


Buildings

Seattle’s 605ft Space Needle is likely the Pacific Northwest’s most famous structure. Completed in 1961 for the 1962 World’s Fair, this landmark can withstand 200-mile-an-hour winds and has had several people jump off the top – with parachutes on. It now has a crazy, revolving glass floor. The Emerald City also boasts the Columbia Center, the region’s tallest building at 937ft; head to the observation deck on the 73rd floor for an awe-inspiring view of the city. The Central Library and EMP Museum are other noteworthy buildings here.

Portland’s controversial Portland Building, designed by Michael Graves, is a great example of the postmodern period. Out front is Portlandia, the second-largest hammered-copper statue in the world (after the Statue of Liberty). The glassy twin towers of the city’s Oregon Convention Center are hard to miss from the freeway as you enter town; inside is the world’s largest Foucault pendulum. And outside Salem is the Mt Angel Abbey, which boasts a modernist library designed by Finnish architect Alvar Aalto.

Vancouver’s most notable structures include its huge, coliseum-like public library building and concrete-and-glass Museum of Anthropology, inspired by Native American dwellings. The Shangri-La building is the city’s tallest glass tower, and a stunner.




Bridges

With all those rivers, the region is famous for its bridges. Seattle’s Spokane Street Bridge is a concrete, double-leaf swing bridge and has received awards for its innovative design – and it claims to be the only one of its kind in the world. The city’s Elliot Avenue Helix (pedestrian) bridge is a stunner, with its DNA ladder–like good looks.

Portland has 10 bridges spanning the Willamette River, plus the Tilikum Crossing, a train-, pedestrian- and bicycle-only cable bridge. The lovely St John’s is the city’s only suspension bridge, while the Hawthorne is the world’s oldest vertical-lift bridge and the Steel’s lower and upper decks can move independently of each other – a unique trait among the world’s bridges.

Meanwhile, Vancouver’s landmark Lions Gate Bridge connects the city to the north shore, and is a lookalike to San Francisco’s Golden Gate.

Possibly the area’s most infamous bridge was the 1940 Tacoma Narrows Bridge (aka ‘Galloping Gertie’) in Puget Sound, which existed for only four months. It collapsed spectacularly in a windstorm due to structural flaws; its replacement was designed much more carefully.










Wild Things




The Pacific Northwest is home to a wide range of spectacular wildlife. The region’s mix of ocean, forests, grasslands, deserts and mountains creates a great diversity of habitats for both animals and plants, and many of these environments are protected within national wildlife refuges and parks. With a bit of luck you might spot a bald eagle, a pronghorn antelope or even a killer whale. Just remember to bring your binoculars and a sense of discovery, and start seeking them out!




Animals


Elk & Land Mammals

Among the Pacific Northwest’s signature animals is the Roosevelt elk, whose eerie bugling courtship calls can be heard each September and October in forested areas throughout the region. Full-grown males generally reach up to 1100lb and carry 5ft racks of antlers, so you won’t soon forget catching sight of these creatures. During winter large groups gather in lowland valleys and can be observed at a number of well-known sites such as Jewell Meadows Wildlife Area (about 65 miles northwest of Portland), Dean Creek Elk Viewing Area (along the Oregon coast near Reedsport) and along the Spirit Lake Memorial Hwy in Mt St Helens National Volcanic Monument. Also, Olympic National Park is home to the world’s largest unmanaged herd of Roosevelt elk.

The open plains of eastern Oregon and Washington are home to pronghorn antelope, curious-looking deer-like animals with two single black horns instead of antlers. Pronghorns belong to a unique antelope family and are only found in the American West. They are famous for being able to run up to 60mph for long stretches – they’re the second-fastest land animal in the world. Boasting keen eyesight and an acute sense of smell, pronghorns keep their distance from humans, though they are sometimes spotted along highways, especially in the Hart Mountain National Antelope Refuge in southeast Oregon.

One of the elusive animals in Mt Rainier and other parks is the white mountain goat, which lives on high peaks and alpine meadows. Black bears and mountain lions also inhabit Mt Rainier and other Pacific Northwest forests, but their encounters with humans are rare. The beaver is another little-seen creature, but in the late 18th century they were so numerous that fur trading essentially started the exploration of the Pacific Northwest. It’s also North America’s largest rodent.

The marmot, another big rodent (which looks more like a fuzz ball), is often seen around mountain parking lots and campgrounds, especially in popular places such as Olympic National Park or Manning Provincial Park. Marmots are adorable and might beg for food scraps, but no matter how lovingly they gaze into your eyes, resist the temptation to feed them – or any other wild creature.

If you’re very lucky, you might spot wild mustangs in southeast Oregon’s Steens Mountain Range.


The adorable American pika is quickly becoming an endangered species. Pikas live mostly in alpine environments, and these are being lost to climate change. For your chance to spot one, keep your eyes peeled on Mt Rainier or at Crater Lake.






Fish

The rich ocean environment of the Pacific Northwest creates ideal conditions for a tremendous variety of fish and for the marine mammals that feed on them. Attesting to this fact are the many harbors and small fishing towns lining the coast.

Although salmon could be considered the lifeblood of the Pacific Northwest, even locals can be forgiven for having a hard time keeping the names of different species straight. Not only do scientists argue over how to name and separate the seven species of salmon that are currently recognized, but these important fish have been given dozens of confusing common names such as king, coho, chinook, sockeye and pink, to name but a few.

Salmon have a unique lifestyle of migrating out to sea as juveniles, then returning to the stream of their birth to breed and die as adults. The annual run of returning salmon used to be one of the greatest wildlife spectacles on the planet, with 11 to 16 million salmon in the Columbia River alone. Dams, habitat destruction, overfishing and hatcheries have reduced these majestic runs to mere shadows of their former selves, but conservation efforts – including the taking down of some dams – are being made to help bring back their numbers. You can easily view salmon in places such as the Bonneville Dam on the Columbia River, which has a fish-viewing window (October and November are the best months).

Close to the Bonneville Dam is the Bonneville Fish Hatchery, where you can glimpse the odd-looking white sturgeon (and say ‘hi’ to Herman the 11ft sturgeon, who has his own Facebook page). Historically, this monster fish can weigh up to 1800lb, grow to 20ft and reach 100 years old – and it is a living fossil from the time of the dinosaurs. Unfortunately, in the Columbia River system the white sturgeon has been severely overfished and adversely impacted by other factors, including the river’s many dams, poaching and sea-lion predation.


Salmon conservation includes protecting populations around the entire Pacific Rim from the Russian Far East to northern California. Find out more at www.wildsalmoncenter.org.




FIRE & ICE: A GEOLOGIC HISTORY

From 16 to 13 million years ago, eastern Oregon and Washington witnessed one of the premier episodes of volcanic activity in earth’s history. Due to shifting stresses in the earth’s crust, much of interior western North America began cracking along thousands of lines and releasing enormous amounts of lava that flooded over the landscape. On multiple occasions, so much lava was produced that it filled the Columbia River channel and reached the Oregon coast, forming prominent headlands like Cape Lookout. Today, hardened lava flows can be seen at places such as Newberry National Volcanic Monument and the McKenzie Pass Area, in central Oregon; for a cool lava tube head to Mt St Helens’ Ape Cave, in Washington.

The ice ages of the past two million years created a massive ice field from Washington to BC – and virtually every mountain range in the rest of the region was blanketed by glaciers. Even more dramatically, tongues of ice extending southward out of Canada prevented the 3000-sq-mile glacial Lake Missoula in present-day Montana from draining. Consequently, on about 40 separate occasions, these massive ice dams burst, releasing more water than all the world’s rivers combined and flooding much of eastern Washington up to 1000ft deep. Grand Coulee and Dry Falls of northeastern Washington are remnants of these spectacular floods, as are the crowd-pleasing waterfalls (such as Multnomah Falls) of the Columbia River Gorge that plummet over cliffs carved by the floods.






Orcas & Marine Mammals

The ‘killer whale’, or orca, is one of the few animals capable of attacking adult seals. This fierce predator is the largest dolphin in the world and the undisputed spirit animal of Pacific Northwest waters. Spending their entire lives in pods led by dominant females, orcas have complex societies and large brains that rival those of humans. Several resident pods live around the San Juan Islands and prey on fish, while transient pods migrate along the outer coast and hunt seals, sea lions and sometimes whales. While on a ferry around Washington’s Puget Sound, keep your eyes peeled – if you’re lucky you may spot a dorsal fin or two. Vancouver’s Telegraph Cove is another orca hot spot.


Anywhere on the Pacific Coast, it’s hard to miss seals and sea lions. Most numerous are small, leopard-spotted harbor seals that drape themselves awkwardly over rocky headlands. From April to July harbor seal pups may be found resting on beaches while their mothers are hunting at sea. Well-intentioned people often take these pups to animal shelters without realizing that their mothers are nearby, so it’s best to leave them alone.

The much larger and darker sea lions, with external ears and the ability to ‘walk’ on land by shuffling on their flippers, are renowned for the thick manes and roaring cries that give them their name. Sea lions easily adapt to human presence and can be common around docks and jetties, where they sometimes steal fish from fisherfolk.

Other famous marine mammals include gray and humpback whales, which make the longest migrations of any mammals in the world. The best time to view them offshore is November to December and April to May; Depoe Bay in Oregon is an especially good place to spot them. Once hunted to near extinction, these majestic creatures have made a comeback and are a major reason for visiting the Pacific Northwest coast.


Orcas have pretty long life spans: on average, males live to 30 years, while females live to 50. While in captivity, however, most orcas live less than 10 years.




TOP TIDE POOLS

Who doesn’t like exploring tide pools? These miniature, fun-filled ecosystems are home to pretty starfish, colorful anemones, prickly sea urchins and secretive abalone. You can see hermit crabs scuttling about, small fishes darting around and mussels snapping shut. One or two hours before low tide is the best time for tide pooling; this gives you some time to explore before the tide comes back in.

Some words of warning, however: be aware of incoming tides and never get so absorbed in watching tide pools that you forget about the ocean. Sneaker waves are a serious danger and have swept away unwary beachgoers. Also, don’t remove anything from a tide pool (it could be illegal!), and remember to watch where you step – hundreds of little lives will thank you.

Some exceptional places in the Pacific Northwest for exploring tide pools:

Haystack Rock, Cannon Beach, Oregon Lots of critters in the pools, and there are often docents to explain what you’re seeing. Also, keep a lookout for puffins.

Yaquina Head Outstanding Nature Area, Oregon Fabulous pools, and rangers often guide tours to them. These tide pools are actually an old abandoned rock quarry.

Yachats, Oregon A couple of miles of rocky shore to explore, all along the town. Also head south toward Florence and look for potential tide pools, as there are many in the area.

Rialto Beach, Olympic National Park, Washington Head less than a mile north of the parking area, through ‘Hole-in-the-Wall’ (a hole in a rock), and seek out the tide pools. A beautiful, rugged beach, too.

Beach 4 near Kalaloch, Olympic National Park, Washington Great tide pools, and large sandstone rocks with starfish and anemones clinging to their bases at low tide. Rangers here give nature talks, too.

Botanical Beach, Juan de Fuca Provincial Park, Vancouver Island, British Columbia Host to one of the richest tidal zones on the West Coast. Granite and sandstone rocks shelter pools and their inhabitants.






Birds

The Pacific Northwest is a stronghold for bald eagles, who feast on the annual salmon runs and nest in old-growth forests. With a 7.5ft wingspan, these impressive birds gather in huge numbers in places like Washington’s Upper Skagit Bald Eagle Area and Oregon’s Klamath Basin National Wildlife Refuges. Other raptors include ospreys, often seen along large bodies of water like the Columbia River; peregrine falcons, happy to nest along sheer cliffs or under urban bridges; and the northern spotted owl, which can only live in old-growth forests. Common coastal birds include pelicans, cormorants, sandpipers and puffins.

The region’s two prominent jay species include the dark-blue, black-crested Steller’s jay, which occupies conifer forests throughout the Pacific Northwest and is notable for its loud screeching calls as it swoops down on picnickers. Meanwhile, hikers and skiers in the high mountains may encounter the gray jay (or ‘camp robber’), with its soft cooing whistles and gentle demeanor; these inquisitive jays are fearless in taking food from people’s hands.

Clark’s nutcracker, observed by William Clark (of Lewis and Clark fame), is often found in high-altitude pine forests. Crows and ravens are other very commonly seen members of the corvid family; they’re happy in both wild and more urban environments throughout the region. Sandhill cranes can sometimes be seen in fields, such as those on Sauvie Island near Portland.

In a more urban setting, Vaux’s swifts put on an unforgettable show every September in northwest Portland, when up to 35,000 individuals (the largest congregation in the world) spiral down Chapman school’s old chimney to roost for the night. The event has become a popular local attraction, and hundreds of people take blankets and snacks to watch the phenomenon occur at sunset. See www.audubonportland.org/local-birding/swiftwatch.


Top Bird-Watching

Klamath Basin National Wildlife Refuges, OR

Malheur National Wildlife Refuge, OR

Sauvie Island Wildlife Area, OR

Skagit River Bald Eagle Interpretive Center, WA








Plants & Trees

The west and east sides of the Cascade Range are like day and night when it comes to geographical differences. The wet and wild west side captures most rain clouds coming in from the ocean, relieving them of their moisture and creating humid forests full of green life jostling for space. Meanwhile, the dry, deserty east side – robbed of rains by the tall Cascades – is mostly the stomping ground for sagebrush and other semi-arid vegetation. However, there are still plenty of lush pockets here and there in this region, especially along the foothills of several beautiful mountain ranges.


Redwood trees outside California? Yes there are: Sequoia sempervirens’ northernmost distribution is near Brookings, Oregon’s southernmost coastal town.




West of the Cascades

This region supports the most impressive gathering of conifers anywhere in the world, with individual trees from six of the 30 or so species exceeding 500 years in age and reaching heights of over 195ft and diameters of 6ft to 10ft. This lofty and grand forest is not only home to many creatures but also the foundation for a vast logging economy that props up countless small rural towns throughout the region.

The most ecologically and economically significant conifers are the Douglas fir, western hemlock and western red cedar, with Sitka spruce being dominant in the coastal fog zone. Taken together, these four trees account for the majority of the forested landscapes from ocean edge to high Cascades peak.

On the west side of the Olympic Peninsula and in other coastal areas where rainfall may surpass 195in per year, these same trees reach incredible sizes and become engulfed in thick carpets of bright-green moss. These are the world-famous temperate rainforests of the Pacific Northwest.


Anyone hiking in these forests will soon come to recognize a common group of plants that form the typical understory. Included in this group are densely clumped sword ferns that cover entire hillsides, as well as taller thickets of small-leaved huckleberries bearing heavy loads of delicious fruit. The state flower of Washington, the pink-flowered rhododendron, and the state flower of Oregon, the holly-leaved Oregon grape, are abundant in these areas and add much color when in bloom.


BANANA SLUG: DON’T TREAD ON ME

While walking down a forest path in one of the Pacific Northwest’s many woodsy parks, you might come across a large, yellow slug sliming slowly along the trail and minding its own business. Don’t panic and smash it underfoot; this isn’t your typical garden pest but rather the Pacific banana slug – a native slug usually found in damp, coastal coniferous forests from California to Alaska. Banana slugs are part of healthy forest ecosystems, and their food sources include decaying plants, seeds, mushrooms and dead animals.

The official mascot of at least one university (UC Santa Cruz), the banana slug can come in several colors, from yellow to green to brown; many have black markings too. These gastropods can grow up to 10in long and are hermaphroditic (both male and female). Perhaps the most bizarre part of their mating ritual is that they often have to gnaw off each other’s penises to separate after doing the deed. Then they keep crawling along their merry way – as newly formed females.






East of the Cascades

Technically, the parched regions of eastern Oregon and Washington are semi-arid grassland or sagebrush steppe. Forest cloaks some of the higher slopes and mountains, but the most common plant at lower elevations is the pungent sagebrush, the ubiquitous plant of the arid American West. Native grasses, cleared for crops or grazed out by cattle, are being replaced by an aggressive alien species called cheatgrass that leaves spiky seeds in your socks.

Common trees east of the Cascades include the stately ponderosa pine with its orange bark and sweet vanilla smell. A grove of ancient unlogged ponderosa pines is one of the most beautiful habitats in the Pacific Northwest; unfortunately, while younger trees are common, these ancient groves are rare. In drier areas pines are replaced by densely foliaged western junipers, whose scaly needles look like miniature lizard tails. Junipers produce crops of attractive blue-gray berries, which provide the major food for half a dozen types of bird.

A surprising sight east of the Cascades is the fall colors displayed by cottonwoods. These trees require a lot of water to survive, so look for patches of golden yellow and orange along rivers and streams – and enjoy a bit of color in this mostly dry region.


Geographic Wonders

Crater Lake, OR

Columbia River Gorge, OR & WA

Mt St Helens, WA

Haystack Rock, OR

Alvord Desert, OR












Sustainable Pacific Northwest




The Pacific Northwest is one of the most sustainable regions in the world. Seattle, Portland and Vancouver, BC, all lead US and Canadian cities in recycling, bike friendliness, public transportation, renewable-energy use and green architecture. In Seattle, eco-roofs adorn City Hall and the Ballard Library; in Portland, many street swales filter stormwater that would otherwise run off; and in Vancouver, electric-vehicle stalls are now required in all new condominium complexes. These are just a few examples of the region’s culture of sustainability.




Water, Wind & Sun

Renewable energy is big – really big – in the Pacific Northwest. The region leads North America in green-power sales, and nuclear power is yesterday’s news – in 2006 the Trojan nuclear power plant in Rainier, OR, was imploded to great fanfare.

Hydroelectric energy is huge in the Pacific Northwest, helped by all the rain feeding streams and rivers, which in turn power dams. In fact, the region gets up to 70% of its power needs from hydroelectricity – more than any other region in the US. Some of the biggest systems here are the Grand Coulee Dam (itself the largest power generator in North America), the Bonneville Dam and the Bridge River Power Project. The Columbia River is North America’s largest power-producing waterway.

Wind power is another huge player in the region, and in 2012 surpassed hydroelectric power for the first time in the Columbia River Gorge area. This area is the perfect home for wind farms: inland heat draws air from the coast through the narrow gorge, creating a tunnel that produces reliable and forceful winds. Oregon and Washington are two of the fastest-growing wind-energy producers in the country.

Solar energy is, surprisingly, alive and well in the drizzly Pacific Northwest. This ain’t Arizona, but the region does get enough sun to make this alternative energy viable – and even popular. Solar panels are becoming more and more common on rooftops here, on both homes and businesses, and the region boasts multiple leading solar-energy manufacturing companies.


Wave, tide and geothermal energies are other potential sources of power in this geologically active area.


Some people dislike wind power because of its association with bird and bat deaths. But when you take into account the wildlife killed by electric transmission lines and oil spills, and the pollution created by dirty energy, the figures pale in comparison.




Don’t Dam the Salmon

Dams hurt young salmon because they slow down water, which increases its temperature and the travel time for fish to get to the ocean. Many fish are also killed by hydroelectric turbines. And on the way back – going upstream – adult salmon have a hard time getting through dams, even with fish ladders to help them.

But things are slowly changing. Dams have been taken down on many rivers throughout the Pacific Northwest, and more are slated for removal. Even though some of these barriers aren’t huge – at times they’re only a few feet high – every dam bit (removed) helps when you’re a fish fighting your way upstream.






Eco-Cities of the Future

Seattle, Portland and Vancouver consistently top the ‘Greenest Cities in the US’ (or Canada) lists. With good public transportation, hundreds of miles of bike lanes and high-density-population neighborhoods, these urban centers have made it a priority to live respectfully within their natural surroundings.

And they’re getting better. Vancouver wants to become the world’s ‘greenest city’ by the year 2020; it already uses less energy and land per resident than its southerly big-city neighbors. Seattle is one of the top ‘green building’ cities in the country, and Portland has nudged its carbon emissions to 21% below its 2000 levels.

The ‘New Urbanism’ or ‘Urban Village’ concepts are also popular in the Pacific Northwest, emphasizing compact, walkable communities that cut down the need to drive everywhere for work, schools and shopping. These inner-city neighborhoods also facilitate a strong community feel to bring people together, a trait that can seem lost in this era of modernism and urban sprawl.

Seattle, Portland and Vancouver are some of the top cities embracing the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) certification system for ‘green’ buildings. These buildings use safe, sustainable building materials and incorporate water- and energy-efficient systems. Local examples include Seattle’s Justice Center and Hyatt Hotel at Olive 8, Portland’s Ecotrust building and Avalon Hotel & Spa, and Vancouver’s Port Authority. Also keep an eye out for eco-roofs, which are covered with soil and living plants. These green (literally!) roofs absorb and filter rainwater, provide insulation, create wildlife habitats and lower surrounding air temperatures – and look ubercool to boot.




Since 2012 the city of Portland has been converting all its streetlights to LED lights, saving an estimated $32 million over 25 years and halving the amount of energy required to light the city’s streets.
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Directory A–Z


Accessible Travel

If you have a physical disability, travel within the Pacific Northwest won’t be too difficult. The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requires all public buildings in the US – including most hotels, restaurants, theaters and museums – to be wheelchair accessible. Most sidewalks in the Pacific Northwest are wide and smooth, and many intersections have curb cuts and sometimes audible crossing signals.

Lift-equipped buses are the norm in Washington, Oregon and British Columbia (BC), and many taxi companies have wheelchair-accessible cabs. Some municipal bus networks provide door-to-door service for people with disabilities. Most car-rental franchises are able to provide hand-controlled models at no extra charge – but reserve well ahead. All major airlines, Greyhound buses and Amtrak trains allow service animals to accompany passengers (bring documentation for them). Airlines will also provide assistance for connecting, boarding and disembarking if requested with your reservation. Disabled travelers using Washington State Ferries should check www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries/commuterupdates/ada for information on reduced fares and how to board.

Many state and national parks in the Northwest maintain a nature trail or two for use by travelers in wheelchairs. For a list of accessible trails in Washington state, see www.wta.org/go-outside/basics/ada-accessible-hikes; for Oregon, check www.traillink.com/stateactivity/or-wheelchair-accessible-trails.aspx. Meanwhile, BC has a good general website at www.hellobc.com/british-columbia/about-bc/accessibility.aspx.

The America the Beautiful Access Pass (previously known as the Golden Access Passport; these are still honored) is available free to blind or permanently disabled US travelers with documentation. It gives free lifetime access to US national parks and wildlife refuges, and 50% off campground use. For more information, see www.nps.gov/findapark/passes.htm.


Online Resources

Emerging Horizons (www.emerginghorizons.com) An online magazine, with much information on accessible travel.

Mobility International USA (www.miusa.org) Runs educational exchange programs in the US and abroad.

Society for Accessible Travel & Hospitality (www.sath.org) Useful links and information specifically about travel.

Download Lonely Planet’s free Accessible Travel guides from http://lptravel.to/AccessibleTravel.




TRAVEL WITH PETS

The Pacific Northwest is a pretty friendly place to travel with your dog – though there are some rules. At national and state parks, check regulations: dogs are usually not allowed, or only allowed in certain areas, and must be leashed. Some city parks, however, have off-leash areas.

Highway rest stops often have pet areas. It’s important to make sure your pet has a firmly attached collar ID or is chipped – losing your pet while on the road does not always result in The Incredible Journey.

Many Pacific Northwest hotels and motels have rooms set aside for well-behaved pooches, often requiring a small fee or deposit; weight limitations sometimes apply. Some places are especially pet-friendly, like Kimpton hotels (www.kimptonhotels.com/services/pet-friendly.aspx).

Nearly all campgrounds allow dogs if they’re leashed. Smaller inns or B&Bs generally don’t take pets, however.

Super-dog-friendly dining establishments in the big cities include Portland’s Lucky Labrador Brew Pub (www.luckylab.com) and Seattle’s Norm’s Eatery & Ale House (www.normseatery.com). Vancouver law doesn’t allow dogs on patios, so things are more limited there.

For more details, check out The Dog Lover’s Companion to the Pacific Northwest or Have Dog Will Travel – Northwest Edition.






Cell Phones

The US and Canada use GSM-850 and GSM-1900 bands. SIM cards are relatively easy to obtain in both countries.




Customs Regulations

US customs allows each person over the age of 21 to bring 200 cigarettes or 100 cigars (non-Cuban unless from an authorized Cuba trip) duty-free into the country, plus 1L of liquor. US citizens and permanent residents are allowed to import, duty-free, $800 worth of gifts from abroad, while non-US citizens are allowed to bring in $100 worth. US law permits you to bring in, or take out, up to $10,000 (cash, traveler’s checks etc); greater amounts must be declared to customs.

Canadian customs in BC allows visitors 19 years and older to bring in 1.14L of liquor or 1.5L of wine or a case of beer (24 cans or bottles), plus 200 cigarettes and 50 cigars and 200g of loose tobacco, duty-free. You can also bring in gifts up to $60 in value without being taxed.




Discount Cards

If you plan on visiting many national or state parks, national forests or certain other recreation sites, consider getting a recreation pass to save money on admission or day-use fees (usually $5 or $10).

There are several to choose from:

General information (www.fs.usda.gov/detail/r6/passes-permits/recreation)

Washington (www.parks.state.wa.us/204/passes-permits)

Oregon (www.oregonstateparks.org)

National parks (www.nps.gov/findapark/passes.htm)


Students & Seniors

If you’re a student, bring along your student ID, which can get you discounts on transportation and admission to sights and attractions. Many hostels in the Pacific Northwest are members of HI-USA (www.hiusa.org), which is affiliated with Hostelling International. You don’t need a HI-USA card to stay at these hostels, but having one saves you a few bucks per night. You can buy one at the hostel when checking in.

People over the age of 65 (or sometimes younger) often qualify for the same discounts as students; any identification showing your date of birth should suffice. Folks 62 or older visiting national parks can get a Senior Pass (http://store.usgs.gov/pass/senior). For more information, contact the American Association of Retired Persons (www.aarp.org), an advocacy group for Americans 50 years and older, and a good resource for travel discounts.

For good lodging discounts, look for coupon books stacked outside highway rest stops.






Electricity
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Health

Health costs are extremely high in the US and less so in Canada. It’s recommended to have travel insurance that covers medical costs while traveling in these countries.

There is excellent, albeit very expensive healthcare in larger cities and towns in Oregon and Washington, and excellent, not-as-expensive healthcare in BC, Canada. Rural areas may not have any medical services at all while small towns will usually have at least one doctor.

Expect to pay around $150 for a doctor visit (not including tests or medication) in the US, and $55 in Canada. For emergencies, going to an urgent care facility will cost considerably less than a hospital emergency room.


Altitude Sickness

Acute Mountain Sickness (AMS), aka ‘Altitude Sickness,’ may develop in those who ascend rapidly to altitudes greater than 8000ft (2400m) but sometimes less. Being physically fit offers no protection. Those who have experienced AMS in the past are prone to future episodes. The risk increases with faster ascents, higher altitudes and greater exertion. Symptoms may include headache, nausea, vomiting, dizziness, malaise, insomnia and loss of appetite. Severe cases may be complicated by fluid in the lungs (high-altitude pulmonary edema) or swelling of the brain (high-altitude cerebral edema).

The best treatment for AMS is descent. If you are exhibiting symptoms, do not ascend. If symptoms are severe or persistent, descend immediately. When traveling to high altitudes, avoid overexertion, eat light meals and abstain from alcohol. If your symptoms are more than mild or don’t resolve promptly, see a doctor. Altitude sickness should be taken seriously; it can be fatal when severe.




Heat Exhaustion or Heatstroke

Dehydration is the main contributor to heat exhaustion. Symptoms include weakness, headache, irritability, nausea or vomiting, sweaty skin, a fast but weak pulse and a normal or slightly elevated body temperature. Treatment involves getting the sufferer out of the heat, fanning the sufferer and applying cool wet cloths to the skin, laying the sufferer flat with their legs raised and rehydrating with water containing a quarter of a teaspoon of salt per liter. Recovery is usually rapid and it is common to feel weak for some days afterwards.


Heatstroke is a serious medical emergency. Symptoms come on suddenly and include weakness, nausea, a hot, dry body with a body temperature of over 106°F, dizziness, confusion, loss of coordination, fits and eventually collapse and loss of consciousness. Seek medical help and commence cooling by getting the person out of the heat, removing their clothes, fanning them and applying cool, wet cloths or ice to their body, especially to the groin and armpits.




Hypothermia

To prevent hypothermia, keep all body surfaces covered, including the head and neck. Synthetic materials such as fleece or Gore-Tex provide excellent insulation. Because the body loses heat faster when it is wet, stay dry at all times. Change inner garments promptly when they become moist. Keep active, but get enough rest. Consume plenty of food and water. Be especially sure not to have any alcohol. Caffeine and tobacco should also be avoided.

Watch for the ‘umbles’ – stumbles, mumbles, fumbles and grumbles – which are important signs of impending hypothermia. If someone appears to be developing hypothermia, you should insulate them from the ground, protect them from the wind, remove wet clothing or cover them with a vapor barrier such as a plastic bag, and transport them immediately to a warm environment and a medical facility. Warm fluids (but not coffee or tea – noncaffeinated herbal teas are OK) may be given if the person is alert enough to swallow.






Legal Matters

If you are stopped by the police for any reason in the USA, there is no system of paying fines on the spot. Attempting to pay the fine to the officer may lead to a charge of attempted bribery. Most matters can be handled by mail.

If you are arrested for more serious offenses, you have the right to remain silent and are presumed innocent until proven guilty. There is no legal reason to speak to a police officer if you don’t wish to. All persons who are arrested are legally allowed the right to make one phone call. If you don’t have a lawyer, friend or family member to help you, call your embassy. The police will give you the number upon request. If you don’t have a lawyer, one will be appointed to you free of charge.

You must be at least 16 years old to drive in Oregon, Washington or BC. Stiff fines, jail time and other penalties can be incurred for driving under the influence (DUI) of alcohol or drugs. It is also illegal to carry open containers of alcohol inside a vehicle. Containers that are full and sealed may be carried, but if they have been opened or are empty, put them in the trunk.

Possessing illegal drugs is always a bad idea, and if you’re caught expect fines, lengthy jail sentences and/or deportation (if you’re a foreigner). Both Oregon and Washington have now decriminalized marijuana use and possession for those over 21.


Recreational Marijuana

It’s legal to buy recreational marijuana in Oregon and Washington, with some caveats. In both states, anyone age 21 and older can buy pot from a licensed dispensary. Adults are allowed to possess up to an ounce of dried marijuana (the limit when you’re at home is 8 ounces and up to four plants). Taxes from weed sales go toward schools, state police, mental health and addiction services, and other public programs.

Strictly speaking, you can only smoke weed in private, but a few minutes of walking around in Portland or Seattle will demonstrate that this rule is seldom enforced.

Driving under the influence of marijuana is illegal. In Washington, there’s a 5-nanogram limit on the amount of THC in a driver’s blood; in Oregon, detecting intoxication relies on a police officer’s observation. Convictions can mean up to a year in jail and fines of up to $1000.


Also, you can’t take it with you: whatever you buy in either Oregon or Washington should be consumed (or left behind) before you leave the state.

Keep in mind that the federal rules haven’t changed; smoking pot is still illegal at the federal level, which means don’t bring it with you into national parks, for example.






LGBT+ Travelers

The Pacific Northwest is generally a very gay-friendly place. As elsewhere, gay life is most tolerated in urban centers while attitudes tend to be less accepting in the hinterlands. In the major cities of Seattle, Vancouver, BC, and Portland, and even some smaller towns, such as Eugene and Victoria, travelers will find everything from gay religious congregations to gay hiking clubs, while in the rural areas they may want to keep their orientation to themselves.

The Capitol Hill neighborhood is the center of gay life in Seattle. In Vancouver, the West End is gay-centric, while Commercial Dr is more lesbian-oriented. Queer-integrated Portland has no specific gay neighborhood (Sam Adams, Portland’s mayor from 2008 to 2012, was the first openly gay mayor of a large US city).

Some useful websites:

Seattle Gay News (www.sgn.org) A weekly newspaper focusing on gay issues.

Proud Queer (www.pqmonthly.com) Online news serving Portland’s gay community.

Vancouver Pride Society (www.vancouverpride.ca) Check out the events link.

Tourism Vancouver (www.tourismvancouver.com/vancouver/gay-friendly-vancouver) Resources for gay-friendly Vancouver.




Public Holidays

Holidays falling on a weekend are usually observed the following Monday.

New Year’s Day January 1 (USA and Canada)

Martin Luther King Jr Day Third Monday in January (USA)

Family Day Second or third Monday in February (Canada)

Presidents’ Day Third Monday in February (USA)

Good Friday Friday before Easter Sunday (Canada)

Easter Sunday in late March or early April (USA and Canada)

Easter Monday Monday after Easter (Canada)

Victoria Day Monday on or preceding May 24 (Canada)

Memorial Day Last Monday in May (USA)

Canada Day July 1, or July 2 if July 1 is Sunday (Canada)

Independence Day July 4 (USA)

Labor Day First Monday in September (USA and Canada)

Columbus Day Second Monday in October (USA)

Thanksgiving Day Second Monday in October (Canada); fourth Thursday in November (USA)

Veterans’ Day November 11 (USA)

Remembrance Day November 11 (Canada)

Christmas Day December 25 (USA and Canada)

Boxing Day December 26 (Canada)


PRACTICALITIES

Time Zones Oregon (except most of Malheur County, near the Idaho border), Washington and Vancouver, BC, are in the Pacific zone (GMT minus seven hours in summer, minus eight in winter).

Post The US Postal Service (www.usps.com) and Canada Post (www.canadapost.ca) provide dependable, timely service.

Radio NPR (www.npr.org) has a progressive yet impartial approach to news and talk radio.

Laundry Self-service, coin-operated laundries are widely available.

Smoking Smoking is banned in all indoor public spaces throughout the Pacific Northwest, including bars and restaurants. Some bars have patios where smoking is allowed.






Safe Travel

The Pacific Northwest is generally a friendly and safe place to travel, though crime does exist – mostly in bigger cities. Take the usual precautions:

ADon’t leave valuables visible in your vehicle; whether you’re in a busy downtown street or at a remote hiking trailhead, break-ins are frequent.

APacific Westerners are notoriously terrible at driving in snow and on ice. When the rain freezes, accidents are rife and you may consider staying off the roads.

AClimate change means forest fires. If there’s smoke pollution from fire, get an N95 mask from a hardware store.




OCEAN WAVES & RIPTIDES

Never turn your back on the ocean when beachcombing or examining tide pools. Large ‘sneaker waves’ often catch the unwary and sweep them out to sea. If you’re swimming and get caught in a riptide, which pulls you away from shore, don’t fight it – even expert swimmers can get exhausted and drown. Instead, swim parallel to the shoreline, and once the current stops pulling you out, swim back to shore.




Tipping

Airports For skycaps, tip $1 to $2 per bag.

Bars Tip 20% of the bill.


Hotels Leave $2 on the pillow each day for housekeeping staff; $1 to $2 per bag for bellhops and parking valets.

Restaurants For decent service, 20% of the pretax bill (no tax in Oregon).

Taxis Tip 10 to 15% of the metered fare.




Tourist Information

Oregon, Washington and British Columbia have state and provincial tourist bureaus that offer glossy guides, maps and plenty of other pertinent travel information. Individual cities, towns and regions also maintain visitor centers, which are often run by the local chamber of commerce.

Washington State Tourism (www.experiencewa.com)

Oregon Tourism Commission (www.traveloregon.com)

Destination British Columbia (www.hellobc.com)




Visas


Entering the USA

Getting into the United States can be complicated, depending on your country of origin, as the rules keep changing. For up-to-date information about visas and immigration, check the website of the US Department of State (www.travel.state.gov) and the travel section of US Customs & Border Protection (www.cbp.gov).

For the most part, all foreign visitors need a visa to enter the US. Exceptions include most citizens from Canada and Bermuda, certain North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) professional workers and those entering under the Visa Waiver Program (VWP). You can determine your eligibility for a Waiver of Tourist Visa (VWT) with the Electronic System for Travel Authorization (ESTA; www.cbp.gov/travel/international-visitors/esta). Visitors should carry their passport (valid for at least six months), and expect to be photographed and have their index fingers scanned.




Entering Canada

Most visitors to Canada from major Western countries will need no visa, but requirements change frequently, so check Citizenship & Immigration Canada (www.cic.gc.ca/english/visit/visas.asp) before you leave. You can apply for an Electronic Travel Authorization (eTA), required for visa-exempt foreign nationals traveling to or through Canada (CA$7; good for up to five years) at www.canada.ca.

Officially, US citizens don’t need a passport or visa to enter Canada by land; some proof of citizenship, such as a birth certificate along with state-issued photo identification, will ordinarily suffice. However, since the introduction of tighter border security, officials recommend that US citizens carry a passport to facilitate entry. To return to the US from Canada, everyone, including US citizens, needs a valid passport.
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Transportation


GETTING THERE & AWAY


Entering the Region

Seattle-Tacoma International Airport Central Link Light Rail connects to downtown Seattle in 30 minutes for $3.25; metro buses stop outside baggage claim; there are frequent shuttle services from $26 one way; taxis take 25 minutes to run to downtown, fare is around $45.

Portland International Airport Max Light Rail connects to downtown Portland in 40 minutes for $2.50; there are frequent shuttle services from $14 one way; taxis take around 20 minutes to run to downtown, fare is $35 to $40.

Vancouver International Airport SkyTrain connects to downtown Vancouver, BC, in 25 minutes for $2.50 to $5; taxis take around 30 minutes to run to downtown, fare is $35.




Air

Domestic airfares fluctuate significantly depending on season, day of the week, length of stay, and flexibility of the ticket for changes and refunds. Still, nothing determines fares more than demand, and when business is slow, airlines drop fares to fill seats. Airlines are competitive and at any time any one of them could have the cheapest fare.

Departure tax is included in the price of the ticket.


Airports & Airlines

Pacific Northwest’s three main airports in the region:

Seattle-Tacoma International Airport (SEA; [image: icon-phonegif]%206-787-5388; www.portseattle.org/Sea-Tac; 17801 International Blvd; [image: icon-wifigif]W) Known locally as ‘Sea-Tac,’ this is the fastest growing airport in the US, with Delta Airlines being the most dominant carrier.

Portland International Airport ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-460-4234; www.flypdx.com; 7000 NE Airport Way; [image: icon-wifigif]W; [image: icon-traingif]dRed) Consistently voted the best airport in the US (it is); Delta and Alaska Airlines have the most flights.

Vancouver International Airport (YVR; [image: icon-phonegif]%604-207-7077; www.yvr.ca; 3211 Grant McConachie Way, Richmond; [image: icon-wifigif]W) The second busiest and oft-voted best airport in Canada is a hub for Air Canada and WestJet.


CLIMATE CHANGE & TRAVEL

Every form of transport that relies on carbon-based fuel generates CO2, the main cause of human-induced climate change. Modern travel is dependent on airplanes, which might use less fuel per mile per person than most cars but travel much greater distances. The altitude at which aircraft emit gases (including CO2) and particles also contributes to their climate change impact. Many websites offer ‘carbon calculators’ that allow people to estimate the carbon emissions generated by their journey and, for those who wish to do so, to offset the impact of the greenhouse gases emitted with contributions to portfolios of climate-friendly initiatives throughout the world. Lonely Planet offsets the carbon footprint of all staff and author travel.








Land


Bus

In car-oriented societies like the USA and Canada, bus travel takes second place. Service is infrequent or inconvenient, networks are sparse and fares can be relatively high. Air travel is often cheaper on long-distance routes, and it can even be cheaper to rent a car than take the bus, especially for shorter routes. However, very long-distance bus trips can be available at decent prices if you reserve tickets in advance.


The largest nationwide bus company in the USA and Canada, Greyhound (www.greyhound.com) operates to major and minor cities throughout the Pacific Northwest; check its website for destinations and schedules. Bolt Bus (www.boltbus.com) is a more budget-friendly alternative with great service between the three major cities in the Pacific Northwest and to California. Tickets can be purchased by phone or online and mailed to you if purchased in advance, or picked up at the terminal with proper identification. Buying tickets in advance will save you money, as will traveling on weekdays and during nonholiday times. Children, students, military personnel, veterans and seniors are eligible for discounts as well; check websites for specifics.

Passengers will need to get off the bus and go through immigration and customs procedures at the US/Canada border. Travelers need to ensure that they have valid passports and visas.




Car & Motorcycle

Although the quickest way to get to the Pacific Northwest is usually by plane, the best way to get around is by car. If you have the time, it can be less expensive to drive to the Pacific Northwest than to fly and rent a car. The region also has many scenic highways to enjoy.

Note that driving regulations, such as speed limits and the permissibility of right turns on red lights or making U-turns, can vary somewhat from state to state.

Passports are checked at drive-through immigration points at the border and vehicles may be subject to search. Driving into the US in a vehicle with Canadian license plates or vice versa for short-term tourism is not an issue but importing a vehicle permanently requires considerable paperwork and fees. The availability of gasoline and repair services at the border depends on where you cross but in general a fill-up station and/or mechanic is never too far away.




Train

The Pacific Northwest is well served by Amtrak (www.amtrak.com) in the USA and VIA Rail ([image: icon-phonegif]%514-871-6000; www.viarail.ca) in Canada. Trains are comfortable, if slow, and equipped with dining and lounge cars on long-distance routes.

Amtrak’s Coast Starlight links Los Angeles, CA, to Portland and Seattle via Oakland, CA, and other West Coast cities. The Empire Builder runs from Chicago, IL, to the Pacific Northwest via Minneapolis, MN, and Spokane, WA, where it separates to reach Portland and Seattle. VIA Rail’s Canadian runs between Vancouver and Toronto. Schedules can be very fluid: arrival and departure times become less reliable the further you are from the starting point.

Fares on Amtrak vary greatly, depending on the season and what promotions are going. You can beat the rather stiff full-price fares by purchasing in advance – the further ahead you buy, the better the fare. Round trips are the best deal, but even these can be more expensive than airfares. Children, students, veterans, military personnel, seniors and even AAA members are eligible for discounts; check Amtrak’s website for details, and for rail passes, which are a good option for longer travel periods.

Passengers will need to get off the train for passport control and customs at the US/Canada border. You’ll need a valid passport and visa.


NORTH TO ALASKA

Waaay at the northwest tip of North America lies the USA’s 49th state, Alaska. It’s the biggest state by far, and home to stupendous mountains, massive glaciers and amazing wildlife. Mt McKinley is here, as are huge numbers of humpback whales and bald eagles.

Thinking of stopping in? There are daily flights to Juneau, and you could always drive (and drive and drive) – but the best way to reach Alaska is probably by ferry. Think of it like taking a cruise ship through the Inside Passage, but cheaper and more interesting. The trip from Bellingham to Juneau takes nearly three days, but other routes are available. For more information, see www.dot.state.ak.us/amhs.










GETTING AROUND


Air

Seattle, Portland and Vancouver are the principal hubs for flights to outlying Pacific Northwest cities, which include (but are not limited to) Oregon’s Klamath Falls, Eugene, Medford and Salem; and Washington’s Yakima, Walla Walla, Spokane, Bellingham and Wenatchee. There are also flights from Seattle to Washington’s San Juan Islands and Victoria, BC.




Bicycle

Cycling is a very popular recreational activity in the Pacific Northwest, and an interesting, inexpensive and environmentally friendly way to travel. Roads are good, shoulders are usually wide, and there are many decent routes for bikes. Summer is best; during other seasons, changeable weather can be a drawback, especially at high altitudes where thunderstorms are frequent. In some areas, the wind can slow your progress to a crawl (traveling west to east and north to south is generally easier than the opposite), and water sources can be far apart. Spare parts are widely available and repair shops are numerous, but it’s still important to know some basic mechanical things, such as how to fix a flat tire.


Seattle, Portland and Vancouver all have great bike paths, and many streets have bike lanes. Some local buses in these cities provide bike racks, and you can also take your bike on light-rail systems, trains and ferries. On the road, cyclists are generally treated courteously by motorists. Bicycles are prohibited on interstate highways if there is a frontage road; however, where a suitable frontage road or other alternative is lacking, cyclists are permitted on some interstates.

Seattle, Portland and Vancouver all have bike-share programs that make it a breeze to bike around the cities. You can hire bikes in most cities for reasonable prices. Buying a bicycle is another option, and the Pacific Northwest has lots of bike shops with a wide range of choices. For used bikes check www.craigslist.com, but beware of stolen bikes.

In Oregon, it’s state law that children under 16 years old must wear helmets. In Washington mandatory helmet use varies, but most major cities or counties require them for all ages. In BC all cyclists are required to wear a helmet. In any case, helmets are easy to wear and reduce the risk of head injury.

Wearing highly reflective clothing makes you much more visible to cars, as do nightlights, which are required by law throughout most of the Pacific Northwest. Also, using the best lock you can get (usually a U-lock) is a must, as bike theft is fairly common; consider using two kinds of lock at the same time. Adding stickers and painting over expensive brand names to make your bike less desirable is another option.


BIKE RENTALS & CO-OPS IN BIG CITIES

If you are thinking of buying a bicycle, consider patronizing bike cooperatives (co-ops) – worker-owned, nonprofit organizations that repair bikes and/or take in donated bikes and refurbish them for sale. They often encourage cycling by renting bikes, supporting community biking events and organizing work-for-trade programs.

Bike Kitchen (www.thebikekitchen.ca) Student-run, full-service co-op that sells and rents refurbished bikes in Vancouver.

Community Cycling Center Helps cyclists – especially youths – through educational bike programs and services; in Portland.






Boat

Washington and BC have two of the largest state-owned ferry systems in the world, and these ferries access some of the most rewarding destinations in the Pacific Northwest. Some boats are passenger only, while others take both vehicles and passengers. Be aware that some summertime ferry routes can have long waits if you’re in a car. Bring snacks, as ferry offerings are limited and expensive.

BC Ferries ([image: icon-phonegif]%250-386-3431; www.bcferries.com) Operates most of the ferries in BC. Primary links are between Tsawwassen (south of Vancouver) and Swartz Bay (on Vancouver Island), and to Nanaimo from Tsawwassen and Horseshoe Bay. BC Ferries services also link the Gulf Islands to Tsawwassen.

Black Ball Transport (map; [image: icon-phonegif]%250-386-2202; www.cohoferry.com; 430 Belleville St, Victoria) Privately operated; connects Victoria, BC, with Washington’s Port Angeles (on the Olympic Peninsula).

Clipper Navigation ([image: icon-phonegif]%800-888-2535; www.clippervacations.com/clipper-ferry) Privately operated; operates the Victoria Clipper, a passenger ferry that connects Seattle with Victoria, BC. Stops at the San Juan Islands mid-May through September, and also has whale-watching trips.

Washington State Ferries (WSF; [image: icon-phonegif]%888-808-7977; www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries) Routes, prices and schedules available on the website; fares depend on destination, vehicle size and trip duration, and are collected either for round-trip or one-way travel depending on the departure terminal. Reserve, as bookings are becoming almost mandatory for some destinations (ie the San Juan Islands).

[image: 35-transport-pnw8-jpg]




Bus

Greyhound service is relatively good but infrequent, especially in more remote areas. Greyhound buses largely stick to the interstate-freeway system, while regional carriers provide service to outlying areas. In almost all cases, these smaller bus lines share depots and information services with Greyhound.

Generally, buses are clean, comfortable and reliable. Amenities include on-board lavatories, air-conditioning and slightly reclining seats. Smoking is not permitted. Buses break for meals every three to four hours, usually at fast-food restaurants or cafeteria-style truck stops. When you buy tickets a week in advance, discounts apply.


Bus stations are often dreary places. In small towns, where there is no station, buses stop in front of a specific business; in these cases, be prepared to pay the driver with exact change.




Car & Motorcycle

Unless you’re traveling between major cities, car travel is practically a must in the Pacific Northwest. Getting to all those outdoor destinations is often impossible without your own wheels, especially if you’re camping. Also, gasoline is relatively inexpensive. Use of seat belts is mandatory in the USA and Canada.

For tips and rules on driving in the USA, get an Oregon or Washington Driver Handbook at any Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) office, or check online at www.dol.wa.gov (Washington) and www.oregon.gov/ODOT (Oregon). For tips on driving in Canada, see www.driving-in.com/canada.

Keep in mind that Oregon law prohibits you from pumping your own gasoline (except on some Native American reservations) – all stations are full service, so just sit back and enjoy it.


Automobile Associations

The American Automobile Association (www.aaa.com) and Canadian Automobile Association (www.caa.ca) provide useful information, free maps, travel discounts and routine road services such as tire repair and towing (free within a limited radius) for members. Similar benefits or discounts are extended to the members of foreign affiliates, such as the Automobile Association in the UK; bring your membership card from your country of origin.




Driving Licenses

It’s highly recommended that foreigners driving in the Pacific Northwest get an International Driving Permit (IDP) to supplement their national or state driver’s license. Note that the IDP is only valid if issued in the same country as your driver’s license. Local traffic police are more likely to accept an IDP than an unfamiliar foreign license as valid identification. Your national automobile association can provide one for a small fee, and they’re usually valid for one year.




Insurance

Auto insurance is obligatory for car owners in the Pacific Northwest. Rates fluctuate widely, depending on where the car is registered; it’s usually cheaper if registered at an address in the suburbs or in a rural area, rather than in a central city area. Male drivers under the age of 25 will pay astronomical rates. Collision coverage has become very expensive, with high deductibles, and is generally not worthwhile unless the car is somewhat valuable.

Obtaining insurance, however, is not as simple as walking into an agency, filling out a form and paying for it. Many agencies refuse to insure drivers who have no car insurance – a classic catch-22. Those agencies that will do so often charge much higher rates because they presume a higher risk. The minimum term for a policy is usually six months, but some insurance companies will refund the difference on a prorated basis if the car is sold and the policy voluntarily terminated. Shop around. If you’re planning to drive in both the USA and Canada, make sure your insurance is valid on both sides of the border.




Motorcycles & Scooters

With its beautiful coastline, national parks and backcountry deserts, there are some great opportunities for motorcycling in the Pacific Northwest. For foreigners, an IDP endorsed for motorcycles will simplify the rental process.

You can read motorcycle manuals at www.dol.wa.gov (Washington) and www.oregon.gov/ODOT (Oregon). For Vancouver, check out www.icbc.com/driver-licensing/types-licences/Pages/Get-your-motorcycle-licence.aspx. Note that helmets are mandatory for both drivers and passengers.

Rentals are not cheap – motorcycles start at about $140 per day and scooters at about $75 per day. Insurance is mandatory and extra.

Cycle BC Rentals ([image: icon-phonegif]%604-709-5663; www.cyclebc.ca; 73 E 6th Ave, Victoria; [image: icon-hoursgif]h9am-5pm; [image: icon-busgif]g3) Rents motorcycles and scooters; also in Victoria.

Northwest Motorcycle Adventures ([image: icon-phonegif]%503-995-6962; www.northwestmotorcycleadventures.com; bike/gear rental per day $150/35; [image: icon-hoursgif]hby appointment) Rentals and tours.




Recreational Vehicles (RVs)

You can drive, eat and sleep in a recreational vehicle (RV). It’s easy to find campgrounds with hookups for electricity and water, but in big cities RVs are a nuisance, since there are few places to park or plug them in. They’re cumbersome to navigate and they burn fuel at an alarming rate, but they solve transportation, accommodations and cooking needs in one go.


For RV rentals, check www.rvra.org. For sales, service and supplies, try www.campingworld.com. KOA (www.koa.com) offers generally excellent RV-oriented campgrounds, while a good source for general RV-travel tips is www.rvtravel.com.


CAR SHARING

There are an ever-changing number of car-sharing programs in the US. These programs usually require a membership fee (one-time and/or annual), plus a per-hour car-rental charge. Two of the biggest are Zipcar and Car2go, but there are many that operate only within a city or a few cities. They can be an economical way to rent (or share) a car if you only need wheels for an hour at a time.






Rental

Major international rental agencies have offices throughout the Pacific Northwest. To rent a car, you must have a valid driver’s license, (usually) be at least 21 years of age and present a major credit card or a large cash deposit. Drivers under 25 often pay a surcharge over the regular rental.

Agencies often have bargain rates for weekend or week-long rentals, especially outside the peak seasons or in conjunction with airline tickets. Prices vary greatly depending on the type or size of car, pick-up and drop-off locations, number of drivers etc. In general, expect to pay from $30 to $60 per day for a midsize car, more in peak seasons, but you may find rates as low as $14 for an economy car in low season if booked in advance. Rates usually include unlimited mileage, but not taxes or insurance.

You may get better rates by prebooking from your home country. If you get a fly-drive package, local taxes may be an extra charge when you collect the car. Several online travel-reservation networks have up-to-the-minute information on car-rental rates at all the main airports. Compare their rates with any fly-drive package you’re considering.

Basic liability insurance covers damage you may cause to another vehicle. Rental companies are required by law to provide the minimum level set by each state, but it usually isn’t enough in the event of a serious accident. Many Americans already have enough insurance coverage under their personal car-insurance policies; check your own policy carefully. Foreign visitors should check their travel-insurance policies to see if they cover foreign rental cars. Rental companies charge about $15 per day for this extra coverage.

Insurance against damage or loss to the car itself, called Collision Damage Waiver (CDW) or Loss Damage Waiver (LDW), can cost $10 to $20 per day (and may have a deductible). The CDW may be voided if you cause an accident while breaking the law, however. Check your own coverage to see if you have comprehensive insurance.

Some credit cards cover CDW for rentals up to 15 days, provided you charge the entire cost of the rental to the card. Check with your credit-card company to determine the extent of coverage.

Most of the big international rental companies have desks at airports, in all major cities and in some towns.




Road Hazards

A few backcountry roads are in open-range country where cattle forage along the highway. Deer and smaller wildlife are also a road hazard in the region. Pay attention to the roadside, especially at night.

During winter months – especially at the higher elevations – there will be times when tire chains are required on snowy or icy roads. Note that many car-rental companies specifically prohibit the use of chains on their vehicles. Roadside services might be available to attach chains to your tires for a fee.




Local Transportation

Though local bus networks are minimally developed in the hinterlands, the bigger cities have extensive services; with some planning, you can usually get wherever you want by bus. Because these systems are aimed at the commuting workforce rather than tourists, outside of peak commuting hours service may be sparse.

Portland boasts one of the country’s best public-transportation systems, with a good light-rail system, bus service and downtown streetcars. Seattle also has an excellent transit system, with light-rail, a monorail and ferries. And Vancouver’s no slouch, either, with great bus, train and some ferry services. All three cities have direct public-transportation connections from their city centers to their airports.






Train

Amtrak (USA) and VIA Rail (Canada) trains provide an attractive, if costly, alternative to buses for travel between major points. Amtrak’s Cascades train links Vancouver, BC, to Eugene, OR – via Seattle, Portland and Salem, OR. This connects with Amtrak Thruway buses (a regional bus line under contract with Amtrak) to reach other destinations such as the Oregon coast.

A branch of Amtrak’s daily Empire Builder leaves Portland and crosses to Vancouver, BC, before making its scenic run up the northern side of the Columbia River Gorge to meet the other eastbound half of the train in Spokane, WA. The Seattle branch of the Empire Builder heads north to Everett, WA, before winding east to Spokane. Note that the westbound Empire Builder divides in Spokane for Portland and Seattle: make sure you’re sitting in the correct portion of the train!

One thing to know about these trains: delays can be very frequent, so don’t plan on getting anywhere exactly on time.
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OUR STORY

A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and a sense of adventure. In 1972 that’s all Tony and Maureen Wheeler needed for the trip of a lifetime – across Europe and Asia overland to Australia. It took several months, and at the end – broke but inspired – they sat at their kitchen table writing and stapling together their first travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap. Within a week they’d sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born.

     Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Franklin, London, Melbourne, Oakland, Dublin, Beijing and Delhi, with more than 600 staff and writers. We share Tony’s belief that ‘a great guidebook should do three things: inform, educate and amuse’.



OUR WRITERS


Becky Ohlsen

Washington

Becky is a freelance writer, editor and critic based in Portland, Oregon. She writes guidebooks and travel stories about Scandinavia, Portland and elsewhere for Lonely Planet. When she’s not covering ground for Lonely Planet, Becky is working on a book about motorcycles and the paradoxical appeal of risk.
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Robert Balkovich

Seattle

Robert was born and raised in Oregon, but has called New York City home for almost a decade. When he was a child and other families were going to theme parks and grandma’s house he went to Mexico City and toured Eastern Europe by train. He’s now a writer and travel enthusiast seeking experiences that are ever so slightly out of the ordinary to report back on.
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Celeste Brash

Oregon

Like many California natives, Celeste now lives in Portland, Oregon. She arrived however after 15 years in French Polynesia, a year and a half in Southeast Asia and a stint teaching English as a second language (in an American accent) in Brighton, England – among other things. She’s been writing guidebooks for Lonely Planet since 2005 and her travel articles have appeared in publications from BBC Travel to National Geographic. She’s currently writing a book about her five years on a remote pearl farm in the Tuamotu Atolls and is represented by the Donald Maass Agency, New York. Celeste also wrote the Plan Your Trip, Understand and Survival Guide chapters.
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John Lee

Vancouver

Born and raised in the historic UK city of St Albans, John grew up in the lengthy shadow of London, finding as many opportunities as possible to gorge on the capital’s rich diet of museums and galleries. Slowly succumbing to the lure of overseas exotica, he arrived on Canada’s West Coast in 1993. Regular trips home to Britain ensued, along with stints living in Tokyo and Montreal, before he returned to British Columbia to become a full-time freelance writer in 1999. Now living in Vancouver, John specializes in travel writing and has contributed to more than 150 different publications.
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MaSovaida Morgan

Portland, Willamette Valley

MaSovaida is a travel writer and multimedia storyteller whose wanderlust has taken her to more than 40 countries and all seven continents. Previously, she was Lonely Planet’s Destination Editor for South America and Antarctica for four years and worked as an editor for newspapers and NGOs in the Middle East and United Kingdom. Follow her on Instagram @MaSovaida.
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Brendan Sainsbury

Whistler & the Sunshine Coast, Vancouver Island, Southern Gulf Islands

Born and raised in the UK in a town that never merits a mention in any guidebook (Andover, Hampshire), Brendan spent the holidays of his youth caravanning in the English Lake District and didn’t leave Blighty until he was 19. Making up for lost time, he’s since squeezed 70 countries into a sometimes precarious existence as a writer and professional vagabond. In the last 11 years, he has written more than 40 books for Lonely Planet from Castro’s Cuba to the canyons of Peru. When not scribbling research notes, Brendan likes partaking in ridiculous ‘endurance’ races, strumming old Clash songs on the guitar, and experiencing the pain and occasional pleasures of following Southampton Football Club.
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